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Preface 

 This book is the completion of a lifetime goal, beginning with my Ph.D. studies at Dropsie 

College for Hebrew and Cognate Languages in the 1960s, and extending through the thirty-three 

years of teaching Hebrew at the graduate level in Seminary. While there are many first-year He-

brew Grammars, there are very few written at the intermediate level, and none written from the 

perspective of a linguistic theory, and none include much on the significance on the accents, or on 

syntactic analysis and discourse analysis. Expositors and translators really need those missing in-

gredients in order to round out their skills. This book is designed to fill that need at the intermediate 

level. 

Scholars have not agreed on what linguistic theory best models Biblical Hebrew, so lin-

guistic theory has been left virtually untouched at the intermediate level. But experience has shown 

that it is a helpful teaching tool, providing a depth of understanding beyond what is achieved by 

studying simply syntax. A transformational text-linguistic grammar does a decent job of explain-

ing how the elements of phonology, orthography, morphology, grammar, syntax, semantics, and 

discourse neatly interrelate with one another as a functioning unified system. This book is based 

on such a grammar of Biblical Hebrew the complexities of which lie unseen in the background 

except for a few basic elements that surface as needed. Students need not fear being introduced to 

helpful linguistic concepts. They open the eyes of understanding. 

Hebrew grammars of whatever academic level have little to say about the accents in the 

Biblical text and they are usually ignored by expositors and translators. But the accents often con-

tribute to an understanding of the text, frequently resolving what would otherwise be ambiguous. 

This book provides a chapter that explains the role of each accent; in addition, pertinent comments 

are provided on the accents in the illustrative examples throughout the book. 

Intermediate Hebrew grammars provide the structures of Hebrew Syntax, but have little to 

say about syntactic analysis. However, in addition to the meaning conveyed by the words of a 

sentence, the syntactic structure of a sentence is also information bearing. Syntactic analysis ena-

bles an expositor to extract all the information contained in a sentence. This book provides the 

basic principles and methods of syntactic analysis. 
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Intermediate Hebrew grammars have little to say about syntax at the discourse level and 

nothing to say about discourse analysis. However, in addition to the information in the sentences 

of a discourse, the syntactic structure of a discourse is information bearing. Discourse analysis 

enables an expositor to extract all the information contained in a discourse. This book provides the 

basic principles and methods of discourse analysis. 

It has been my blessing to have the skill to write computer programs and to have access to 

an electronic form of the text of the Hebrew Bible with morphological codes. These programs 

enable the collection of research data that in former generations was either unavailable or acquired 

by tedious time-consuming manual labor. This book provides pertinent statistical tables and charts 

of information related to the subject matter under discussion. 

Finally, it is now possible to publish books in electronic form, enabling relatively easy 

display of charts, tables, diagrams, pictures, and characters of different languages in multiple sizes, 

shapes, and colors. In addition, the book may have the capability of searching for any desired word 

or phrase, and may have cross-reference links and links to external information. This book is pub-

lished in electronic form to take advantage of those features; the text should be opened with PDF 

Complete software or the equivalent in order to access all the available features. This work is 

dedicated to the glory of God and a better understanding of His Word. 

James D. Price 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 

January, 2016 

Revised October, 2019, and 2023 
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CHAPTER 1 

Introduction 

 The mental processes by which a person extracts meaningful information from a written 

text is known as exegesis. The mental processes by which a person understands and explains such 

information is known as exposition. Lexicology1 is the study of the meaningful information con-

veyed by words. Syntax is the study of the meaningful information conveyed by the sequential 

order in which the words of a text are arranged. This book is a study of the syntax of Biblical 

Hebrew written from the perspective of exegesis and exposition. It is designed to help students of 

the Hebrew Bible extract from a text all the meaningful information conveyed in it, and help them 

gain an understanding of the message of the text that can be explained to others. 

 The book is written for students of Biblical Hebrew studying beyond the introductory level. 

It differs from other books of this sort in that it is built upon a formal linguistic model of the 

language classified as text-linguistics.2 Students need not be intimidated by such high-sounding 

words because they will not be required to learn the complexities of advanced linguistic studies. 

But they will benefit from studying the elements of the language from the perspective of an inte-

grated whole rather than independently studying words, phrases, clauses,3 and text. The model 

shows how all these elements fit together to construct coherent, informative discourse; it shows 

how to extract significant information from the text—the stuff used for preaching and teaching. It 

provides analytical methods that enhance exegesis and exposition. It views exegesis and exposition 

 

1 The glossary of terms at the end of this work may be consulted for unfamiliar terms. 

2 See James D. Price, A theory of Bible Translation: An Optimal Equivalence Model (Lewiston, NY: The 

Edwin Mellen Press, 2007). 

3 In this work, I use the terms clause and sentence somewhat interchangeably, with clause generally referring 

to a simple sentence. 
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from the perspective of the mental processes and linguistic principles the sacred author used while 

putting the text together in its completed form. 

 The book assumes that the students have an understanding of the concepts and technical 

terms acquired from an introductory Hebrew grammar. But it begins by studying again all the parts 

of speech of the language, taking the concepts to a more advanced level. It gradually introduces 

the use of symbols and simple formulas to represent grammatical and syntactic structures. It even-

tually introduces the concept of transformations, showing how this apparent complication actually 

simplifies the study of the language and exposes important relationships that make exegesis fun 

and opens the door to valuable information for preaching and teaching. The linguistic model actu-

ally aids both the teaching and learning processes. New concepts are clearly explained and illus-

trated by examples from the Hebrew Bible.  

1.1 Language 

 A natural language is a medium whereby people in a given cultural community communi-

cate with one another about the world of experience and thought they share. It consists of the 

collection of meaningful words understood and used by the people of the community, and a col-

lection of grammatical and syntactic forms (templates) whereby the words of the language may be 

arranged in meaningful sequences that are understood and used by the community. Words are the 

labels (symbols or signs) by which a language makes reference to the physical and mental entities 

of human experience and communication. They are the building blocks that appear in sequential 

strings that make up a meaningful message in a language. A message in a language consists of a 

succession of words arranged in sequential patterns that form meaningful phrases, clauses, sen-

tences, paragraphs, and so forth. The words convey information and the grammatical and syntactic 

structures also convey information; together they construct meaningfully coherent expressions 

when the information to which these elements refer is consistent with reality in some sense—that 

is, the elements are in semantic agreement. 

1.2 Semantics  

 Semantics is the branch of linguistics dealing with the meaning associated with words and 

human discourse in general.  Humans were created with a variety of capabilities. Among them is 

the ability to sense, distinguish, compare, categorize, remember, understand, reason, learn, and 

communicate. They have five senses by means of which they experience the perceivable properties 

of the entities in the physical world in which they live. They have the ability to distinguish one 

perception from another, and to mentally organize the various distinct perceptions into hierarchical 

categories. They have the ability to store this body of information in memory and discover 



Chapter 1 Introduction 3 
 

 

meaningful relationships among the various categories. They learn to associate the distinct entities 

of life’s experience with the unique combination of categories, characteristics, and capabilities into 

which each naturally falls. That is, each entity has its own combination of associated categories, 

characteristics, and capabilities. 

 The human mind classifies the entities in the world of experience into categories having 

the same characteristics and capabilities.4 For example, entities are classified into hierarchical an-

imate and inanimate categories. The entities in the animate category are further classified into sub-

categories such as animals, birds, fish, and creeping things. Likewise, the entities in the animal 

category are further classified into sub-categories such as cow, horse, sheep, dog, cat, etc. Catego-

ries are hierarchical in that entities in a given sub-category have all the characteristics and capa-

bilities of their upper-level categories; but they do not share the distinctive characteristics and 

capabilities of the entities in their sister sub-categories. So that cats have all the characteristics and 

capabilities of animals and animates, but not the distinctive characteristics and capabilities of dogs, 

sheep, horses, and cows. 

 The entities within a given category have the same characteristics but the value of such 

characteristics varies from entity to entity. For example, for the physical characteristic height, a 

person may be classified as tall, medium, short, or as having some precise measure such as 6’ 10”. 

For the characteristic weight, a person may be classified as light, medium, heavy, obese, or have 

some precise measure such as 129 lb. Within a given category, the unique combination of charac-

teristic values distinguishes one entity from all its companions. 

 Because humans have the capacity to communicate and learn, throughout history the peo-

ple of various distinct cultural communities have instinctively developed names for the entities, 

categories, characteristics, characteristic values, capabilities, and relationships, they perceive in 

their world of experience.5 These names constitute the words of a given cultural community. A 

given word refers to its associated entity and to all the known information naturally inherent to the 

entity’s categories, characteristics, capabilities, and interrelationships. I call the entity to which a 

word refers its referent. I call the total accumulated referential information in a community’s words 

its knowledge base. Over time the perceived boundaries that distinguish the categories, character-

istics, capabilities, and interrelationships inherent in the community’s knowledge base have 

 

4 The discussion of categories here is based on the view of the common person, not that of the professional 

biologist. 

5 The process continues from generation to generation as new entities and perceptions are encountered or as 

perceptions change. 
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become well-defined. People communicate by means of such words arranged in meaningful se-

quences. The content and structure of a community’s knowledge base is reflected in its literature.6 

 I refer to all the organized information in an individual person’s mind as his knowledge 

base. This knowledge base is acquired gradually throughout one’s lifetime from cradle to grave 

through personal experience and learning from others. Beginning at birth with only innate 

knowledge, a person’s knowledge base takes on greater content and organizational precision as 

life goes on. The perceived boundaries that distinguish categories, characteristics, capabilities, and 

interrelationships are rather ill-defined at first, but become more well-defined with increased ex-

perience, instruction, and understanding; the well-informed instruct the less-informed. The aver-

age adult acquires a knowledge base that may be referred to as common knowledge—the 

knowledge one may presume everyone has in a given communication context. People in a given 

language community have essentially the same knowledge base as far as its basic content and 

structure are concerned; what differs from person to person is the number of words in their personal 

knowledge base and the accuracy and degree of precision to which the perceived boundaries of 

their knowledge base are well-defined, that is, the boundaries are consistent with the boundaries 

as defined in the knowledge base of the community.  

Confusion and misunderstanding occur where a person’s organizational boundaries are ill-

defined or inaccurate. In a written text, unless it is merely rehearsing known information, an in-

formed author conveys new information to presumed uninformed readers. The new information is 

conveyed in terms of the common knowledge the readers are assumed to have. An authoritative 

well-informed author may be assumed to have correctly stated the intended message.7 Confusion 

and misunderstanding are usually the result of a reader’s deficient common knowledge and lin-

guistic competence.  

Knowledge bases differ between people groups as far as content and organization are con-

cerned, but all are the same at the foundational level because the human brain is essentially the 

same for all, and the fundamental world is the same. The content and structure of knowledge bases 

is the curriculum of the field of linguistics known as semantics. An understanding of semantics is 

essential to the syntax of Biblical Hebrew because of its significance at the level of meaning and 

 

6 The term literature here includes all the different kinds of written documents of a community such as ge-

nealogies, histories, marriage and business contracts, obituaries, public records, treaties, personal letters, text books, 

novels, poetry, dictionaries, encyclopedias, etc. 

7 Of course, not all authors are well-informed, and so also may be the source of confusion and misunder-

standing. 
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coherence. It is essential to the exegesis of Biblical Hebrew because it is the source of accurate 

deep-structure information that is commonly thought of as inference.8 

1.3 Lexicography 

 Throughout history most literate cultural communities have collected lists of the words of 

their language together with the meaning associated with each word in its various grammatical and 

semantic contexts. Such definitions are based on how the words are used in the community’s var-

ious literary genres, idioms, and figures of speech. The definition of a word is given in terms of 

the other words in the language of the community—the unknown in terms of the known, the unfa-

miliar in terms of the familiar, the complex in terms of the simple, the new in terms of the old. 

Such a list is known as a dictionary or a lexicon. The science and compilation of lexicons is known 

as lexicography.  

A lexicon lists the word associated with the entity being defined, and identifies the catego-

ries, characteristics, and capabilities that distinguish the entity from and associate it with the other 

entities in the semantic domain of the community. Lexicons usually list the etymological deriva-

tion of a word together with any pertinent cognate information; in addition, related synonyms are 

listed along with a discussion of their differing nuances.  Lexicons do not provide exhaustive def-

initions, only the information sufficient for the task, rightly assuming that users naturally and in-

tuitively know and understand what is left unsaid. Lexicographers may be assumed to have been 

well-informed, authoritative members of the community. As previously stated, a given word refers 

to its associated entity and to all the known information naturally inherent to the entity’s categories, 

characteristics, capabilities, and interrelationships. I refer to a word, together with all its associated 

semantic information, as a lexeme.  

 Because people tend to minimize effort, in the arena of lexicography they tend to minimize 

the number of words; that is, they use the same “word” to refer to more than one entity when the 

entities are semantically distinct enough to avoid contextual confusion. For example, English uses 

the word “bee” in contexts such as “honey bee,” “spelling bee,” “sewing bee,” “ship’s bee,” and 

“the letter bee (B)” without confusion. Semantic context distinguishes the referents. I refer to this 

practice as the conservation of symbols.  Words that refer to more than one entity should be listed 

separately for each distinct entity. 

 

8 In this context, inference is based on what is known rather than on what is implied. 
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 Because most language communities are not isolated but have political, commercial, and 

cultural exchange with other language communities, bilingual lexicons have been developed by 

the competent bilingual members of the communities. Bilingual lexicons map the lexemes of one 

language with their semantic equivalents in the other. To the extent that the world view of one 

language community corresponds with that of the other, the task is simple but tedious; in the area 

of cultural idioms and figures of speech the task is more difficult but not impossible. Several ad-

vanced Hebrew-English lexicons exist having extended lexical and semantic information; but they 

are not organized according to the structure and depth of information needed for the knowledge 

base described above.9 However, they are adequate for the needs of pastors and students of Biblical 

Hebrew. 

Entities are the elemental topics of communication. Meaningful coherent statements logi-

cally discuss one or more of the categories, characteristics, capabilities, or interrelationships that 

the entities of a given discourse have in common. Those areas of semantic commonness that the 

entities of a discourse share are what I refer to as their semantic context. The entities of meaningful 

coherent discourse exhibit mutual logical consistency within the domain of their semantic context; 

that is, they have semantic agreement—they make sense together. Meaninglessness and incoher-

ence characterize statements about entities having no mutual semantic context or having no se-

mantic agreement. For example: 

ף יְׁ  י יוֹסֵֵ֔ הִִ֣ אַר־פֵהוַיְׁ ה וִ  תֹֹ֖ ה  יפֵֵ֥ אֶֶֽ  ׃ מַרְׁ
Joseph was fair of form and fair of appearance. (Gen. 39:6) 

 The word “Joseph” is a proper noun referring to a human being in the context of the Gen-

esis 39 story. Human beings have, among many others, the semantic characteristics of physical 

form and visual appearance. This sentence is a grammatically correct predicate adjective copula-

tive clause which defines the value of Joseph’s physical form as fair and his visual appearance as 

fair. These are values known to be common among humans for those semantic characteristics, and 

in Hebrew culture they are regarded as quite complementary. So, the elements of the sentence may 

be regarded as having grammatical and semantic agreement. Whereas, the sentence: 

The fish flew over the moon and roosted on a star 

while being grammatically correct, lacks any semantic agreement, because fish don’t have the 

capability to fly or to move about in outer space, and stars are not places for roosting. 

 

9 See Price, Theory of Translation, ch. 11. 
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1.4 Parts of Speech for Hebrew 

 The words of a language that refer to the entities of a community’s world of experience, 

and to their associated categories and characteristics, constitute the topics of discussion in the lan-

guage. They are the subjects or predicate complements of the sentences of discourse. Grammarians 

classify these words as nouns. Words that name the values of characteristics are classified as ad-

jectives. Words that name actions, states, or relationships are classified as verbs. Grammarians 

classify every word of a language according to it role or function in the composition of sentences. 

This classification of a word is known as its part of speech. Biblical Hebrew has approximately 

ten parts of speech: nouns, adjectives, adverbs, verbs, quantifiers, prepositions, conjunctions, pro-

nouns, particles, and interjections. The following table lists the number of times the various He-

brew parts of speech occur in the Bible,10 and the following sections contain a brief simplified 

justification for each part of speech. Justification is provided in greater detail in the individual 

chapters of this work that deal with each part of speech individually.  

 

Part of Speech Number 

Common Nouns  3,763 

Proper Nouns  2,776 

Gentilic Nouns  254 

Adjectives  368 

Adverbs  92 

Verbs  3,200 

Numerals  40 

Prepositions     32 

Conjunctions  18 

Pronouns  41 

Interjections  31 

Particles  27 

Total  10,642 

 

10 The count is based on the morphological codes in the Groves-Wheeler Westminster Morphology and 

Lemma Database (WTM) of the Hebrew Bible, release 4.4. 
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1.4.1 Nouns 

 Words classified as nouns answer the semantic questions “who?” (i.e., Adam, David) 

“what?” (i.e., altar, kingdom) or “what class?” (i.e., mankind, Mammalia) or “what kind?”11 They 

have a unique grammatical form and occupy the elementary syntactic slot12 of subject or object in 

a clause. A few examples are: 
 

  —mountain;    —hand;  

   —sun;     —rod, staff;  

   —wall;   —table.  

1.4.2 Adjectives 

 Words classified as adjectives answer the semantic question “what quality?”13 They have 

a grammatical form much like nouns, but unique in some respects, and they occupy the elementary 

slots of copulative complement (i.e., predicate adjective) and modifier of nouns. A few examples 

are: 

וֹן   יֹ֖ ים  needy, poor—  אֶבְׁ  pleasant—   נָעִִ֣

ר    גִבֹֹ֖  —mighty, valiant  ד נָקִֹ֣  —speckled 

י  perennial—  אֵיתָן֒    clean, innocent—  נָָקִִ֤

ר   זֵָ֔  blind—   עִוֵֵּ֑ר  cruel, fierce—  אַכְׁ

ד   ג  spotted, marked—  נָקִֹ֣  dainty—   עָנֹֹ֖

יא    poor—  עָנִי  fat—   בָרִֹ֖

וֹל    naked—  עָרוֹם  big, large, great—   גָדֵ֔

1.4.3 Adverbs 

 Words classified as adverbs answer the semantic questions “when?” “where?” “how?” 

“why?” and so forth. They have an uninflected grammatical form that rejects pronoun suffixes. 

 

11 “Kind” is used in the sense of characteristics not class membership. Adjectives tend to define specific 

values of characteristics (i.e., red is the value of the characteristic color). 

12 A slot is a position in a grammatical or syntactic structure into which defined constituents occur. The 

various parts of speech have different designated slots (places) where they may occur in a sentence or discourse. 

13 The term quality is used here in the sense of a value of a characteristic, such as “tall” or “short” for the 

characteristic height, or as “wide” or “narrow” for the characteristic width. 
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They may occupy the elementary syntactic slots of copulative complement and modifier of nouns, 

adjectives, and verbs. A few examples are: 

 now— עַתָה  then— אָז 

 there— שָם here— הֵנָה  

נָֹ֖ם  ם  truly, indeed—  אָמְׁ  truly, verily— אולָָ֗

ם  freely, gratuitously—   חִנֵָּ֑ם    vainly—   רֵיָקֶָֽ

ם   ם  silently—  דומָָ֛ אֵֹ֔  suddenly—   פִתְׁ

1.4.4 Verbs 

 Words classified as verbs name actions, states, and relationships. They have unique gram-

matical forms, and they occupy a unique elementary syntactic slot. A few examples are: 

מַד he is hungry—   רָעֵב   he stood— עֵָ֥

ב  ח  he loved (someone)— אָהֵֵ֥  he took (something)— לָָקֵַ֥

ה  ין he drank (something)—   שָתֵָּ֑  he understood (something)—  הֵבִִ֣

1.4.5 Quantifiers 

 Words classified as quantifiers answer the semantic questions “how much?” or “how 

many?” or “what rank order?” They have a “mixed” grammatical form, and occupy syntactic slots 

differing from those of adjectives, either preceding or following the noun they modify.14 A few 

examples are: 

  1—  2—    3— 

  4—  5—  6— 

  7—  8—   9— 

1.4.6 Prepositions 

 Words classified as prepositions answer the semantic question “what adverbial relation-

ship?” They have a unique grammatical form that permits them to govern pronoun suffixes, and 

they occupy a unique syntactic slot: (1) they form elementary adverb phrases with nouns; (2) they 

join some verbs with their complement. A few examples are: 

 

14 Ordinal numbers function as adjectives, but they are discussed in chapter 7 (§ 7.6) along with the cardinal 

numbers because of usual association with them. 
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צֶל   with; among—   אֵת beside—  אִֵ֤

 on top of; above—  מַעַל in front of— מול   

גֶד     in front of; before—   נֹכַח in front of—  נֶ 

 after—   אַחַר around—  סָבִיב 

ין  תִי יַאֲמִִ֣ ר לְׁ פֶֶּ֭  כָל־דָבֵָּ֑
The simple believes every word (Prov. 14:15) 

ו  כִ֣ מְׁ ח֜ור תֶָֽ ן וְׁ  ֹ יו בְׁ אַהֲר    יָדָָ֗
   Aaron and Hur supported his hands (Exod. 17:12) 

1.4.7 Conjunctions 

 Words classified as conjunctions function at the text level to join clauses and clusters of 

clauses.15 Semantically they answer the question “what logical relationship?” They have an unin-

flected grammatical form and a unique syntactic slot. A few examples are: 
 

 also— גַם   and—  וְׁ  

וֹ  also/yea— אַף    or— אֵ֥

   —but  רַק —except 

1.4.8 Pronouns 

 Words classified as pronouns function at the text level as substitutes for known informa-

tion. They have their own grammatical form and occupy the same slots as nouns. When a noun or 

noun phrase would occur unambiguously redundant in a text, the author often replaces the redun-

dant noun or noun phrase with a pronoun. The pronoun is given the syntactic slot and the same 

grammatical and semantic characteristics of the noun or phrase it replaces, and it conveys the same 

information as the noun or phrase it replaces. The noun or phrase the pronoun replaced is known 

as its antecedent.16 A few examples are: 
 

נו  ;I— אֲנִי   we— אֲנִַ֣חְׁ

ם ;you— אַתֶם   you (pl.)— אַתִֶ֣

 

15 In the surface structure—the words as found in the text—conjunctions also join words and phrases, but all 

these are explained on the basis of deep structure transformations, as explained in Chapter 19, see also § 1.7. 

16 Similar types of substitution occur with other parts of speech, sentences, and even paragraphs. This is 

discussed in the appropriate subsequent chapters. 
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 them— הֵם  ;he— הוא 

1.4.9 Interjections 

 Words classified as interjections express an exclamation. They are capable of standing 

alone—that is, they are not a necessary part of a phrase or clause. A few examples are: 
 

 behold— הִנֵה  surely— אַךְ 

  !far be it— חָלִיל  particle of entreaty— נָא 

1.4.10 Particles 

 Words classified as particles constitute a class of miscellaneous utility words usually un-

inflected and functioning in their own unique syntactic slot. A few examples are: 

תִ   not— לאֹ   sign of direct object— אֵת not— יבִלְׁ

1.5 Syntax and Semantics 

 The structural restraints a language imposes on the inflectional forms of its words is known 

as its morphological grammar. The structural restraints a language imposes upon the sequence of 

the words in its phrases and clauses is referred to as its syntax. The study of syntax is known as 

syntactics, and a technical description of the syntax of a language is called a grammar of the syntax 

of the language. The syntax of a language defines how a statement should be made without direct 

reference to its semantic content, that is, without defining what is to be stated.  

 A companion to the syntactical system is a structural system that governs the combinational 

patterns (forms) that lexemes may assume. This structural system is called the semantics of a lan-

guage, and a technical description of the system is called a semantic grammar of the language. 

The semantics of a language is very complex. It amounts to a symbolic model of the world of 

human experience and thought. It is the equivalent of a knowledge-base that is common to the 

users of the language. Research in the area of semantics has made much progress, but is still in its 

infancy. Theoretically, the semantics of a language would identify the relationships of its lexemes 

that could be true in the world of experience and thought.  

 The two systems, syntax and semantics, must operate harmoniously together in order to 

produce sensible sentences. A syntactic grammar without semantic restraints produces meaning-

less but grammatically correct sentences. A semantic grammar without syntactic restraints pro-

duces information without coherence. Such unrestrained grammars are interesting but useless for 
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composing meaningful statements. The harmonious operation of semantics and syntax within a 

given semantic domain produces coherent clauses or sentences.  

1.6 Syntax of Hebrew Sentences 

A simplified description of the syntax of Hebrew sentences consists of (1) the syntax rules 

for the small number of kernel clauses17 of the language, and (2) a small number of transformations 

that may alter the structure of the kernel clauses. Transformations are rules that alter the structure 

of a clause or phrase in a permissible fashion, adding pertinent information in the process. For 

example: the rule for one type of kernel clause is: 

 Sentence (S)18 = subject noun (Ns) + verb (V) + object noun (No) 

Using symbols to represent the elements of the rule, the rule reads:19  

S = Ns + V + No 

A transformation rearranges the elements of a rule into lawful alternatives, such as: 

S = V + Ns + No 

S = No + V + Ns  

S = Ns + No + V, etc. 

Chapter 12 defines the syntax of Hebrew kernel clauses in more detail, and Chapter 13 defines the 

transformations on the kernel clauses in more detail. 

1.7 Syntax of Hebrew Discourse 

A simplified description of the syntax of Hebrew discourse consists of (1) the syntax rules 

for a small number of kernel clause sequences of the language, and (2) a small number of trans-

formations that may alter the structure of the kernel clause sequences. Transformations are rules 

 

17 I define a kernel clause in Hebrew as a basic clause in its default form. It is in the active voice, indicative 

mood, declarative mode, with subject-verb-object word order, having no expressed emphasis or prominence, no elided 

elements, and no pronoun substitution. The order and content of the elements of a kernel clause may be altered by 

transformations. The elements of all the rules in this book are in English order unless otherwise indicated. Students 

find this arrangement easier than switching from left-to-right to right-to-left all the time. 

18 The terms sentence and clause are used interchangeably here; a clause is usually thought of as simpler in 

form than a sentence, but both have a subject and predicate. 

19 The rules are written in English order for the reader’s convenience, but they operate in the reverse order 

for the Hebrew clauses. The symbols mark the syntactic slots in which the designated constituent must stand in the 

clause. The symbols represent a single word or an equivalent phrase. 
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that alter the sequence of clauses in a permissible fashion, adding pertinent information in the 

process. For example: the rule for one type of kernel clause sequence is: 

 Sentence sequence (Ss) = protasis20 (Sp) + conjunction (C) + apodosis (Sa) 

Discourse transformations make permissible alterations to the order and content of the sentences, 

adding significant information to the sentence in the process. Students are exposed to the basic 

elements of Hebrew discourse syntax without being encumbered with the technical details that 

make it work. This occurs in Chapter 19. 

1.8 How an Author Writes a Literary Composition 

 A literary text is more than the sum of the words of which it is composed. It is like a work 

of art, a musical symphony, an intricately woven tapestry, a complex piece of machinery. Its com-

position is like the work of an engineer who perceives the need of a machine to accomplish a 

particular objective, and who designs and assembles its individual parts into a functioning, pur-

poseful mechanism. Each part is selected on the basis of what it can do and the role it will play in 

the overall operation of the device. Beginning with the individual functional parts, he assembles 

related parts into functional sub-assemblies, connecting the parts together in frames with nuts and 

bolts according to the designed purpose and function of each sub-assembly. Sub-assemblies are 

successively connected together with nuts and bolts in larger frames until the whole mechanism is 

constructed into a fully operational machine, fulfilling the purpose for which it was designed. 

Without the prior intelligent design and the predetermined order of assembly, the machine would 

not exist and the objective for which it was perceived would not have been accomplished. All there 

would be is a truckload of unassembled parts accomplishing no purpose, no objective. 

 In like fashion, the author of a literary composition first conceives of a community of read-

ers having a need to know what he knows, and has a purposeful reason for providing them with 

that knowledge. He determines the content of the common knowledge of his target audience of 

readers and uses that knowledge as the basis for expressing the new knowledge to be conveyed. 

New information is expressed in terms of old information. New entities yet unknown are defined 

in terms of their similarities to, and differences from known entities. From the target audience’s 

body of common knowledge, he selects the words that refer to the entities, categories, character-

istics, qualities, capabilities, and relationships that are pertinent to the new information to be 

 

20 The term protasis—what is placed first—refers to the first sentence in a sequence, and apodosis—what is 

given afterward—refers to the second, usually used with reference to conditional sentences, but expanded to include 

subordinate sentences in general. 
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conveyed, remembering, of course, the body of information associated with each word. These are 

the terms in which the new information must be expressed. These are the parts, as it were, from 

which the new machine must be constructed. 

 The assembling of a machine begins with its smallest parts, so also the assembling of a 

literary composition begins with the smallest constituents. Guided by the design of the message he 

has prepared in his mind, the author successively links constituents together in meaningful sequen-

tial clusters by means of appropriate connectives in accordance with the restraints imposed by the 

grammar, syntax, text structure, and semantics of the language. The constituents of a cluster mu-

tually restrict the semantic range of one another and express an element of meaning pertinent to 

the design of the overall message. The syntactic structure imposed upon a cluster and the associ-

ated linking connectives add meaningful information to it. It is important here to emphasize that 

the author had good reason for arranging the elements of his message in the sequential order he 

chose; syntactic structure conveys significant information. A cluster takes on the syntactic role of 

its head constituent and functions as a syntactic unit. The clustering cycle continues until the com-

position is complete. 

 The overall structure of a composition is governed by the customary literary form a com-

munity has for its different types of literature, be it an obituary, birth notice, public announcement, 

business contract, international treaty, law code, constitution, instruction manual, text book, theo-

logical treatise, or a scientific or philosophical essay. Each type has its own customary form 

(genre). The second governing principle is the common-sense rule of first things first. The old 

information needed to express new information should have appeared previously in the text or be 

part of the assumed common knowledge of the target audience; and the new information should 

appear in the syntactic slot the conventions of syntax (and the reader) expect.21  

 A good author feels obligated to meet the needs and expectations of his readers. He knows 

they prefer things to be simple, easy, and interesting; so, he will minimize monotony by reducing 

unnecessary redundancy, and by providing uncomplicated substitutes when reference to complex 

expressions must be repeated. Obviously, this practice increases the workload of the reader’s 

memory and associative capacities, but that’s what makes a text interesting. The practice also is a 

challenge to an expositor, who must understand elision and substitution, and be able to recover 

elided information and all that is in the antecedents of the substitutes. This explanation of how an 

 

21 Meeting these expectations enhances the reader’s comprehension of the text. One expects the author to 

depart from such expectations only for rhetorical reasons. 
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author consciously or subconsciously composes a message is somewhat simplified, but is suffi-

cient for the present. A person’s knowledge of how a message was synthesized (composed) in-

forms the way he should analyze it. 

 Of course, the value and reliability of a text is no better than the knowledge, literary skill, 

purpose, and integrity of its author. Likewise, how a text is read, interpreted, and understood de-

pends on the knowledge, language skills, purpose, and integrity of its readers. Error, misunder-

standing, and misuse are always possible by accident or intent. But the texts of a well-informed, 

authoritative, honest author merit trust and respect. The Biblical22 prophets and apostles and their 

writings fall into that category. 

1.9 How an Expositor Understands an Ancient Hebrew Text 

 Expositors of Biblical Hebrew should move themselves back in history to the days of the 

prophets and become an informed member of their audience. Among other things, they should 

know the people, their language, history, culture, geography, and theology. They should know the 

vocabulary and grammar of Biblical Hebrew, together with the syntax of phrases, clauses, and 

text; they should develop an understanding of Biblical Hebrew semantics, and acquire a knowledge 

base comparable to that of an average ancient Israelite reader. Obviously, that ideal cannot be 

achieved, but it is the goal for which an expositor should strive, and reliable scholarly resources 

are available in all those areas of study (see bibliography).  

 An expositor analyzes a text in the same manner and in the same order in which the author 

synthesized (composed) it. Of course, he first identifies the author and his intended audience, then 

reads and rereads the entire message until he has a reasonably decent understanding of its content, 

purpose, and intent. With that background information, he distinguishes new information from old 

information by observing which terms are being defined and which terms are the basis of defini-

tions. Old information is independent,23 new information is dependent.24 In phrases, old infor-

mation is more deeply imbedded in syntactic structures than new. The analysis procedure begins 

with phrases, then clauses, then paragraphs, etc. A phrase is a constituent with a modifier. A con-

stituent’s modifier restricts its semantic domain in some fashion, depending on that part of the 

domain to which the modifier refers, thereby contributing to the definition of the constituent and 

adding its own element of meaning to the phrase. Modifiers are derived from explicit old 

 

22 I follow the traditional convention that adjectives derived from proper nouns are capitalized. 

23 Independent in the sense that it has no external restraints on its meaning. 

24 Dependent in the sense that old information defines its meaning. 
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information contained in prior context or in common knowledge.25 A complete phrase constitutes 

a unit of meaning in the clause of which it is a contributing element. 

 After the analysis of phrases is complete, the clauses are analyzed. Clauses are reduced to 

their default kernel form by systematically undoing the clause transformations the author imposed, 

thus bringing to conscious awareness the information added thereby. Clause transformations are 

imposed in hierarchical order and should be undone in that order, beginning from lowest to highest 

hierarchy, being guided by semantic restraints (common sense). A complete clause (sentence) con-

stitutes a unit of meaning in the paragraph of which it is a contributing element. 

 After the analysis of clauses is complete, paragraphs are analyzed. The author had linked 

the clauses of a paragraph together in sequential clusters by connectives according to their logical 

and semantic interrelationships. This was done by hierarchically ordered text transformations, 

guided by semantic restraints. The analysis of a paragraph consists of systematically undoing the 

text transformations the author imposed on the clauses, beginning from lowest to highest hierar-

chy, being guided by semantic restraints, thus bringing to conscious awareness the information 

added by the transformations. A complete paragraph constitutes a unit of meaning in the message 

of which it is a contributing element. 

 After the analysis of paragraphs is complete, the whole text is analyzed. The author had 

linked paragraphs together in sequential clusters by connectives according to their logical and se-

mantic interrelationships. This was done by hierarchically ordered text transformations, guided by 

semantic restraints. The analysis of a complete text consists of systematically undoing the text 

transformations the author imposed on the paragraphs, beginning from lowest to highest hierarchy, 

being guided by semantic restraints, thus bringing to conscious awareness the information added 

thereby.  

 In this way all the information of a text is extracted, together with all its logical and seman-

tic interrelations. An expositor uses this information to understand and explain what the text says. 

No part of the text is interpreted independently apart from its grammatical, syntactical, and seman-

tic context, both near and far. This analytical procedure is essentially what takes place naturally in 

the mind of a native reader simultaneously as the eyes peruse the text; it is known as the natural 

or literal method of interpretation.  

 

25 Modifiers are regarded as the remnant of one or more old-information clauses that are dependent on the 

head element of the phrase. Elision eliminates the redundant constituents of the clause(s), leaving only the remnant as 

the modifier. The full content of such dependent clauses is significant to the expositor. 
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  On the surface this methodology seems tedious, complicated, and too difficult to master. 

However, as the student becomes more familiar and experienced with the language, the method-

ology becomes second nature and what initially seemed difficult becomes self-evident. It is the 

purpose of this book to bring students of Biblical Hebrew close to this level of competence. 

 The teaching strategy of this book follows the following steps: 

(1) A thorough review of Hebrew parts of speech. This may seem elementary, but experience 

indicates that many students—even advanced ones—are weak in this discipline. 

(2) Define and illustrate the syntax of the various types of kernel clauses of Hebrew discourse. 

(3) Define and illustrate the various types of transformations that may operate on kernel 

clauses. 

(4) Define and illustrate the syntax of the various types of phrases that occur in Hebrew dis-

course. It may seem that this step should come before step 2 above, but as it turns out, 

phrases are all derived from parts of speech with one or more dependent clauses. 

(5) Define and illustrate the procedure for analyzing Hebrew sentences, that is, the methodol-

ogy for the exposition of sentences. 

(6) Define and illustrate how Hebrew sentences are linked together to compose meaningful 

paragraphs and discourse. 

(7) Define and illustrate the procedure for analyzing Hebrew discourse, that is, the methodol-

ogy for the exposition of discourse. 

The next chapter begins the thorough study of Hebrew parts of speech. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 2 

The Syntactic Attributes of Hebrew Nouns 

 This chapter presents the attributes of Hebrew nouns associated with their syntactic rela-

tionships in phrases and clauses. The details of phonology and morphology are not considered 

except as they apply to syntax. The content of this chapter is similar to that presented in other 

works of Hebrew syntax except where it is necessary to relate the material to “transformational” 

concepts in preparation for subsequent chapters. The chapter is foundational, not an exhaustive 

treatment of all the particulars of Hebrew nouns. 

2.1 Noun Defined 

 A noun is the name of a person, animal, place, thing, quality, state, idea, or action. Nouns 

are distinguished from other parts of speech by certain morphological and syntactic attributes. 

Nouns serve as the subject of a verb, direct or indirect object of a verb, object of a preposition, or 

as an appositive to another noun.1 Although Hebrew nouns share certain inflectional morphemes 

with adjectives, the inflection of Hebrew nouns is uniquely different from all other parts of speech, 

including adjectives. For example, apart from a few exceptions, a given Hebrew noun inflects in 

only one gender, whereas adjectives inflect in both genders. Some Hebrew nouns inflect with mor-

phemes contrary to their true number and gender (   —women), but adjectives exhibit consistent 

agreement of their morphemes and attribute values (         —good women).  

 

1 Nouns may also occupy the slot of casus pendens and of an adverbial accusative. 
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2.1.1 Nouns Classified 

 Nouns fall into various classifications depending upon the entity they name. The classifi-

cation affects the inflection of the words to some extent. The classes are not wholly unique; they 

may overlap. There are at least the following classes of nouns: (1) common nouns, (2) proper 

nouns, (3), Gentilic nouns, (4) concrete nouns, (5) countable nouns, (6) measurable nouns, (7) 

abstract nouns, and (8) characteristic nouns. Only the first three categories are noted in the lexicons 

and in the morphological codes in the WTS text. 

2.1.2 Common Nouns 

 There are 3,657 words that are classified as common nouns, occurring 107,546 times in the 

WTS text. Table 2.1 lists the number of common nouns by frequency distribution. 

Table 2.1 

Frequency Distribution of Common Nouns 

Frequency Number of Common Nouns 

<= 10 2684 

11 to 50 673 

51 to 100 133 

101 to 200 71 

201 to 300 38 

301 to 400 15 

401 to 500 12 

501 to 600 8 

601 to 700 1 

701 to 800 5 

801 to 900 3 

901 to 1100 1 

1101 to 1300 1 

1301 to 1500 1 

1501 to 1700 1 

> 1700 10 

 It is evident that many common nouns occur very infrequently and relatively few occur 

very often. In fact 1,197 occur only once, only 167 occur more than 100 times, and only 43 occur 

more than 400 times. Table 2.2 lists the 43 common nouns occurring more than 400 times. 

 A common noun is a name that represents any or all members of a common class.  

   —man;       —donkey;      —house 
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Table 2.2 

Frequency of Most Often Common Nouns 

Noun Meaning Frequency Noun Meaning Frequency 

 brother 629 אָח all 5413 כָל 

 heart 600 לֵב  son 4933 בֵן

 head 596 ראֹש God 2601 אֱלֹהִים 

 daughter 586 בַת king 2525 מֶלֶךְ 

 water 581 מַיִם land 2504 אֶרֶץ

 mountain 558 הַר  day 2302 יוֹם

 nation 554 גוֹי  man 2187 אִיש

 man 546 אָדָם face 2126 פָנֶה 

 sound 505 קוֹל  house 2043 בַיִת

 mouth 498 פֶה  people 1867 עַם

 army 485 צָבָא hand 1618 יָד

 holiness 469 קדֶֹש word 1441 דָבָר

 eternity 439 עוֹלָם  father 1210 אָב

פָט city 1086 עִיר  judgment 422 מִשְׁ

 heaven 421 שָמַיִם eye 885 עַיִן

 prince 421 שַר  year 875 שָנָה 

 midst 418 תָוֶךְ  name 864 שֵם

 sword 413 חֶרֶב  servant 800 עֶבֶד

 silver 403 כֶסֶף woman 781 אִשָה

בֵחַ  soul 754 נֶפֶש   altar 401 מִזְׁ

 place 401 מָקוֹם priest 750 כהֵֹן 

    way 706 דֶרֶךְ 
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  The name may be used collectively of the entire class (   —mankind); it may represent 

unspecified members of the class (     —men), and so forth. These nouns may take a definite 

article, and a pronoun suffix.2  

2.1.3 Proper Nouns 

 There are 2,617 words that are classified as proper nouns. Table 2.3 lists the number of 

proper nouns by frequency distribution. 

Table 2.3 

Frequency Distribution of Proper Nouns 

Frequency Number of Proper Nouns 

<= 10 2247 

11 to 50 298 

51 to 100 37 

101 to 200 18 

201 to 300 5 

301 to 400 3 

401 to 500 2 

501 to 700 2 

701 to 900 2 

901 to 1100 1 

> 1100 2 

 It is evident that many proper nouns occur very infrequently and relatively few occur very 

often. In fact, 1,085 occur only once, only 17 occur more than 200 times. Table 2.4 lists the 17 

proper nouns occurring more than 200 times. 

 A proper noun is the name of a particular member of a class, either a person or place.3 The 

name is regarded as unique to the particular member and is not shared with any other. Proper nouns 

that refer to persons are singular and determinate by nature; they usually do not take the definite 

article4 or pronoun suffix. They take the gender of the person named.  

 

2 There are 3,657 different common nouns in the Hebrew Bible, occurring 107,546 times. They have the 

definite article 22,302 times and pronoun suffixes 23,586 times. 

3 There are 2,819 different proper nouns in the Hebrew Bible, occurring 33,404 times. They have the definite 

article 1,109 times. 

4 The few exceptions should properly be regarded as Gentilics (GKC § 125 d).  ה ֶּׁ֑ מְנַש   ;(.Deut. 3:13, etc) הַַֽ

י  ִ֔ ו   In addition, a number of other personal nouns regularly take the definite article, perhaps .(.Josh. 13:14, etc)   הַלֵּ



Chapter 2 The Syntactic Attributes of Nouns 22 
 

 

     —Jacob;  דָוִד  —David   לֹמֹה  Abigail— אֲבִיגַיִל Solomon— שְׁ

Table 2.4 

Frequency of Most Often Proper Nouns 

Noun Meaning   Frequency   

 Yahweh 6828 יהוה 

רָאֵל   Israel 2506 יִשְׁ

 David 1075 דָוִד

הודָה   Judah 819 יְׁ

 Moses 766 מֹשֶה 

רַיִם   Egypt 681 מִצְׁ

רושָלַם  Jerusalem 643 יְׁ

 Lord 439 אֲדנָֹי

 Saul 406 שָאול 

 Jacob 349 יַעֲקבֹ 

 Aaron 347 אַהֲרןֹ

 Levi 307 לֵוִי

עֹה   Pharaoh 274 פַרְׁ

לֹמֹה   Solomon 293 שְׁ

 Babylon 263 בָבֶל 

הוֹשועַ   Joshua 218 יְׁ

 Joseph 213 יוֹסֵף

Proper nouns that refer to cities are determinate by nature; they usually do not take the definite 

article,5 and never a pronoun suffix. They usually are feminine. 

       —Jerusalem    ֹדם רוֹ Sodom—  סְׁ  Hebron— ןחֶבְׁ

 

idiomatically: ךְ ;(.Josh. 15:14, etc)   עֲנָק ;(.Lev. 18:21, etc)   מֹל  ;(.Judg. 6:25, etc)   בַעַל ק  ;(.Sam. 1:1, etc 2)   עֲמָלֵּ

plus a few others. 

5 A few names of cities take the definite article, perhaps also idiomatically:  י  ,Ai Gen. 12:8) הָעַַ֣

etc.); ה חָרְמַָֽ ;(.Hormah Num. 14:45, etc)   הַַֽ ה    בְלָָ֖ ;(Riblah Num. 34:11)  הָר  ה  ירִָ֔  ;(Chephirah Josh. 9:17)   הַכְפ 

וֹן  .plus a few others ;(.Sharon Isa. 33:9, etc)  הַשָרִ֔
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Proper nouns that refer to rivers, mountains, and territories are determinate by nature; some of 

them take the definite article, but never a pronoun suffix. They usually are feminine. 

ן דֵֵ֔ ר  the Jordan— הַיַרְׁ אָֹ֗   the Nile— הַיְׁ

בָה ֶּֽגְׁ ה  Moriah—  הַמֹרִיֵָּ֑ה the Negev— הַנֶֶֽ פֵלָָ֛  Machpelah— הַמַכְׁ

עֶָֽ  פָה   Gilead— ד הַגִלְׁ גֵָּ֑ה Mizpah— הַמִצְׁ  Pisgah— הַפִסְׁ

Proper place names may also take a locative ה affix. 

2.1.4 Gentilic Nouns 

 Gentilic nouns refer to the descendants of an ancestral forefather, the inhabitants of cities, 

nations, or ethnic groups. They are classified as adjectives by lexicographers, as proper nouns in 

the now discontinued software program BibleWorks, and as Gentilics in this work. There are 233 

different Gentilic nouns, occurring 1,825 times. Table 2.5 

Table 2.5 

Frequency Distribution of Gentilic Nouns 

Frequency Number of Nouns 

<= 10 205 

11 to 50 22 

51 to 100 4 

> 100 2 

 It is evident that most Gentilic nouns occur infrequently. In fact 113 occur only once,  only 

28 occur more than 10 times, and only 2 occur more than 100 times, Table 2.6 lists those that occur 

more than 10 times. 
 

Table 2.6 

Frequency of Most Often Gentilic Nouns 

Noun Meaning Frequency 

 Levite 297 לֵוִי 

תִי  לִשְׁ  Philistine 288 פְׁ

 Amorite 87 אֱמֹרִי

 Jew 81 יְהוּדִי 

דִים  Chaldeans 76 כַשְׁ

נַעֲנִי  Canaanite 73 כְׁ
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 Hittite 48 חִתִי 

בוסִי  Jebusite 41 יְׁ

רִי   Hebrew 34 עִבְׁ

רִי  Egyptian 30 מִצְׁ

Gentilic nouns are derived from the name of an associated ancestor, city, nation, or ethnic group, 

usually by adding a long i-class vowel on the end of the associated name. They may take the 

definite article,6 but rarely a pronoun suffix.7 

אובֵן  אובֵנִי Reuben—  רְׁ  Reubenite— רְׁ

 Gadite— גָדִי  Gad— גָד

 Levite— לֵוִי  Levi— לֵוִי

יָמִן מִינִי Benjamin— בִנְׁ  Benjamite— בֶן־הַיְׁ

רָאֵל אֵלִ  Israel— יִשְׁ רְׁ  Israelite— ייִשְׁ

ת  Hittite— חִתִי   Heth—  חֵֶֽ

וס בֵ֔ בוסִי  Jebus—  יְׁ  Jebusite— יְׁ

עַן נֵַ֔ נַעֲנִי Canaan— כְׁ  Canaanite— כְׁ

ק  Amalekite— עֲמָלֵקִי Amalek— עֲמָלֵֵ֥

 Aramean—אֲרַמִי  Aram— אֲרָם

Gentilic nouns generally occur as collectives, but may be inflected for number and gender. 

 Moabite (Deut. 23:4)—מוֹאָבִי 

 Moabites (Deut. 2:11)—מֹאָבִים 

ית   Moabitess (2 Chr. 24:26)— מוֹאָבִֶֽ

 Moabitess (Ruth 1:22)— מוֹאֲבִיִָ֤ה 

 

6 There are 233 Gentilic nouns in the Hebrew Bible, occurring a total of 1,825 times. Of this total, 1,269 have 

the definite article. 

7 For example,  ָּ֖נו יֵּ  .(our Levites Neh. 10:1) לְו 
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וֹת   Moabitesses (1 Kgs. 11:1)—מוֹאֲבִיִ֤

 Ammonite (Deut. 23:4)— עַמוֹנִי 

ים   Ammonites (Deut. 2:20)—  עַמֹנִֵ֔

ית   Ammonitess (2 Chr. 24:26)— עַמוֹנִֵ֔

נִיוֹת     Amonitesses (1Kgs. 11:1) — עַמֳּ

עֵאלִי  רְׁ  Jezreelite (1 Kgs. 21:1)— יִזְׁ

עֵאלִית  רְׁ  Jezreelitess (1 Sam. 27:3)— יִזְׁ

נַעֲנִֵּ֑ית   Canaanitess ( 1 Chr. 2:3)— כְׁ

2.1.5 Concrete Nouns 

 Concrete nouns are names of discrete objects that exist in space and time, and that can be 

perceived by the senses.  

  —mountain;  —hand;  —sun;   —rod, staff;    —wall;   —table. 

2.1.6 Countable Nouns 

 Some nouns are class names of objects that may be counted, that is, those things that are 

identified as unique unit members of the class. These are called countable nouns.  

       —three boys;           —four books;        —five days. 

2.1.7 Measurable Nouns 

 Some nouns are the names of substances that are not spoken of as unique units. When 

quantified they require a countable unit of measure.  

 —oil;   —wine;    —water;     —wheat. 

2.1.8 Abstract Nouns 

 Some nouns are names of abstractions of the mind that cannot be perceived by the senses. 

These are called abstract nouns.  

—love;  —hatred;    —old age;    —youth. 

 Many abstract nouns are the names of unique concepts rather than class names. These be-

have much like proper names. That is, they are only singular; they are determinate by nature, and 

do not take either a definite or indefinite article, except when limited by a genitive. 
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2.1.9 Characteristic Nouns 

 Some nouns are the names of characteristics possessed by entities named by other nouns. 

Characteristic nouns have associated adjectives that specify specific values of the named charac-

teristic.  

ה קָל ;size— מִדִָ֣ ה ;weight—מִשְׁ אֶֶֽ  .taste—טַעַם ;appearance—מַרְׁ

2.2 The Derivation of Hebrew Nouns 

 Some Hebrew nouns are primary nouns that seem to exhibit no dependence on other words. 

Other nouns seem to be derived from a corresponding verb, noun, or adjective. 

2.2.1 Primary Nouns 

 Many Hebrew nouns in the Bible have no corresponding verb, noun, or adjective to which 

its derivation may be traced. Other Hebrew nouns have corresponding verbs that seem to be de-

rived from that noun.8 Still others seem to be the source of derivation for other nouns or adjectives. 

For convenience, these various nouns are called primary nouns. The majority of the primary nouns 

are concrete nouns. 

 fire— אֵש father— אָב 

 womb— רֶחֶם  brother— אָח 

 field— שָדֶה  man— אִיש 

 hair— שֵעָר  God— אֵל 

 rod, staff, scepter— שֵבֶט land, earth— אֶרֶץ 

חָן  mountain— הַר   לְׁ  table— שֻׁ

 name— שֵם   hand— יָד 

 sun— שֶמֶש day— יוֹם 

 gate— שַעַר  water— מַיִם 

חָה  voice, sound— קוֹל    handmaid— שִפְׁ

 midst— תָוֶךְ  wall— קִיר 

 frost, ice— קֶרַח  

 

8 Verbs frequently are classified as denominative (i.e., derived from a noun) if they are used in the piel stem 

and not in the qal. 
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2.2.2 Nouns Derived from Verbs 

 Many Hebrew nouns have a corresponding verb to which its derivation may be traced. 

Some such nouns name the doer of the verbal deed, others name the recipient of the action, still 

others are the names of the abstract ideas of the deeds themselves. 

 Nouns that name the doer of the deed. Although the active participle regularly is used to 

designate the doer of the verbal deed, many verbs have a corresponding noun to serve function. 

      Verb         Noun 

ךְ    king — מֶלֶךְ  he reigned— מָלַֹ֖

כָה      queen— מַלְׁ

 offspring— צֶאֱצָא he went out— יָצָא 

ל מָשַ    —be like  מָשָל —proverb 

ד   servant— עֶבֶד he served— עָבִַ֣

 Nouns that name the recipient of the deed. Although the passive participle may be used to 

designate the recipient of the verbal action, many verbs have a corresponding noun to serve this 

function. 

      Verbs       Nouns 

ךְ   כות  he reigned— מָלַֹ֖  kingdom— מַלְׁ

לָכָה      kingdom— מַמְׁ

אָכַל     —he ate  אֹכֶל   —food 

לָה      food— אָכְׁ

 food— מַאֲכָל    

יָדַע     —he knew דַעַת —knowledge 

עָשָה     —he did, made  מַעֲשֶה —deed, work 

שָמַע     —he heard שֵמַע —hearing, report 

מועָה      report— שְׁ

יָלַד     —he begot יֶלֶד —boy 

דָה      girl— יַלְׁ

 son— יָלִיד   

 generations— תוֹלֵדוֹת    
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 kindred— מוֹלֶדֶת    

 one lifted, prince— נָשִיא he lifted up— נָשָא 

 burden— מַשָא   

אֵת     uprising— מַשְׁ

      Verbs       Nouns 

עֶה  he pastured— רָעָה    pasturage— מִרְׁ

ה      shepherd— רעֶֹֹ֖

 Nouns that name the abstract idea of the verbal deed. Although the infinitive construct 

may be used to designate the abstract idea of the verbal action, many verbs have a corresponding 

noun to serve this function. These are called verbal nouns. 

     Verbs            Nouns 

 delight— חֵפֶץ he delights— חָפֵץ 

 love— אַהֲבָה  he loved— אָהַב 

פֵכָה  he overthrew— הָפַךְ    an overthrow— מַהְׁ

פָט he judged— שָפַט    judgment— מִשְׁ

 These verbal nouns are observed to have both subjects and objects, very much like the 

corresponding finite verb. 

                     
like the love of the LORD for children of Israel (Hos. 3:1) 

                          
as God's overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah (Amos 4:11) 

         
my judgments against them (Jer. 1:16) 

 Nouns that name the abstract idea of the verbal state. Hebrew has many stative verbs that 

declare a state of being. Such verbs have a corresponding noun that names the abstract idea of the 

verbal state. 

       Verbs           Nouns 

אָה he is unclean— טָמֵא  מְׁ  uncleanness— טֻׁ

 greatness— גָדוֹל  he is great— גָדַל  

דולָה      greatness—  גְׁ
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שדַ קָ     —he is holy קדֶֹש —holiness 

 thirst— צָמָא he is thirsty— צָמֵא 

2.2.3 Nouns Derived from Other Nouns 

 Some Hebrew nouns seem to be the names of abstractions related to another noun. 

   Source Noun  Derived Noun 

עורִים  lad— נַעַר     early life, youth— נְׁ

לָל   ,all, every— כלֹ     perfection— מִכְׁ

    the whole  לָל  completeness, perfection— מִכְׁ

לולָ   ,daughter-in-law— כַלָה     betrothal—   הכְׁ

    bride  

 youth, vigor— עֲלומִים  young man— עֶלֶם   

לִילָה  judge— פָלִיל      office of judge— פְׁ

     or umpire  לִילִיָה  the giving of a decision— פְׁ

דָקָה ,rightness—  צֶדֶק    righteousness— צְׁ

    righteousness  

דָש ,apartness— קדֶֹש     ,sacred place— מִקְׁ

     sacredness     sanctuary 

 beginning, chief— רֵאשִית head— ראֹש  

 compassion— רַחֲמִים  womb— רֶחֶם   

 a hair— שַעֲרָה  hair(collective)— שֵעָר   

 porter— שוֹעֵר  gate— שַעַר   

חָה    פָחָה  maid-servant— שִפְׁ  clan— מִשְׁ

מָנָה    מוֹן  widow— אַלְׁ  widowhood— אַלְׁ

2.2.4 Nouns Derived from Adjectives  

 Some Hebrew nouns seem to be the names of abstractions related to an adjective which 

has no corresponding stative verb. 
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  Source Adjective  Derived Noun 

זָרִי   רִיות  cruel, fierce— אַכְׁ זְׁ  cruelty, fierceness— אַכְׁ

דִיבָה generous, noble— נָדִיב    nobility, nobleness— נְׁ

 innocence— נִקָיוֹן innocent— נָקִי 

 blindness— עִוָרוֹן  blind— עִוֵר  

 nakedness— מַעֲרםֹ  naked— עֵירםֹ  

  naked— עָרוֹם  

 daintiness— ענֶֹג  dainty— עָנֹג  

 daintiness— תַעֲנוג    

לָה  sluggish, lazy— עָצֵל    sluggishness— עַצְׁ

עִירָה   little, young— צָעִיר     youth— צְׁ

עָר      a small thing— מִצְׁ

רִיאָה  ,called— קָרִיא   proclamation— קְׁ

   summoned 

 emptiness, vanity—  רִיק  empty, vain— רֵיק 

 thin cake— רָקִיק thin— רַק 

2.3 The Attributes of Nouns 

 Nouns have seven information bearing attributes in addition to their lexical information.9 

Each of these attributes may assume one of several values. The attributes are as follows: 

 1. Number   5. Range 

 2. Gender   6. Case 

 3. Determination  7. Negation 

 4. Person 

 

9 Lexical information is conveyed by means of root and stem. 
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 The first five are usually specified by morphemes.10 Case is specified in Biblical Hebrew 

by word order only,11 although there is historical evidence that case was originally specified by 

morphemes. Negation is specified by a prepositive negative particle. 

2.3.1 The Number Attribute12 

 Hebrew nouns are inflected with three number morphemes (singular, dual, plural).13 How-

ever, the syntax of nouns recognizes only two number values (singular, plural). Singular nouns 

govern singular verbs and adjectives. Dual and plural nouns govern plural verbs and adjectives. 

The number morpheme of some nouns does not correspond with the grammatical number of the 

noun. The grammatical number of a noun is determined by the manner in which it governs adjec-

tives and verbs, and by the grammatical number of the pronoun that may stand in its place. 

 The singular morpheme. The singular morpheme indicates various conditions of the true 

number, depending on the class of the noun.  

 (1) The singular morpheme indicates a single unit of most countable nouns. This has a 

corresponding singular attribute value.  

 gate— שַעַר  king— מֶלֶךְ  

עַר נַ  mountain— הַר    —lad 

 (2) The singular morpheme indicates a single collective group of certain countable nouns, 

corresponding to the singular attribute value. Collectives take the singular value when viewed as 

a single collective whole, but the plural value when viewed as a group of individuals. 

 

10 The values of attributes do not uniquely map to morphemes, but do so in combinations. 

For example, the combination—masculine, plural, absolute—is specified by the morpheme  ים ִִ — 

and the combination—feminine, plural, absolute—is specified by the morpheme וֹת—. So, it is 

imprecise to refer to a singular morpheme because no specific part of a morpheme independently 

specifies singularity. However, the terms singular morpheme, plural morpheme, etc. are used im-

precisely in this work in order to avoid the greater confusion that results from using a more precise 

term like logeme. 

11 The determinate accusative is identified by the prepositive particle אֶת, although it is 

occasionally lacking, especially in poetry. 

12 GKC § 123, 124; RJW 1-16; VNK § 24.3.  

13 Of the 107,546 common nouns in the WTS text, 77,597 are marked as singular, 28,073 are marked as 

plural, and 1,876 are marked as dual. 
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   Countable    Collective 

 mankind— אִיש a man— אִיש 

 trees— עֵץ a tree— עֵץ 

 cattle— בָקָר a cow— בָקָר 

 sheep— צאֹן a sheep— צאֹן 

 (3) The singular morpheme is used with some proper names, abstract nouns, measurable 

nouns, and other non-countable nouns. This morpheme corresponds to the singular attribute value. 

   Proper Names 

 Moab— מוֹאָב Jacob— יַעֲקבֹ 

 Tyre— צרֹ  

   Abstract Nouns 

עִירָה  innocence— נִקָיוֹן   youth— צְׁ

 death— מָוֶת emptiness— רֵיק 

אָה  love— אַהֲבָה    hate— שִנְׁ

   Measurable Nouns 

 wine— יַיִן 

 fruit wine— שֵכָר  

 (4) The singular morpheme is used in conjunction with the determination morpheme to 

define the various points of view that a class name may express. This is discussed in detail in the 

section on the attribute of determination.  

 The dual morpheme. The dual morpheme is limited to certain substantives. Adjectives and 

verbs are inflected with the singular and plural morphemes only. The dual morpheme expresses 

several values of the number attribute. 

 (1) The dual morpheme may indicate plurality of countable objects occurring naturally in 

pairs, corresponding to the plural attribute value. In this instance, the dual morpheme does not 

imply duality, but simply plurality. Words that take the dual morpheme do not take the plural 

morpheme without a change of meaning ( יִם לֵַ֔ ים .feet; cf—  רַגְׁ לִֵ֥  .(soldiers—  רַגְׁ

יָדַיִם  eyes— עֵינַיִם   —hands 

נַיִם nostrils— אַפַיִם   ears— אָזְׁ
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נָפַיִם   יִם  six wings— שֵש כְׁ לֵַ֔  feet— רַגְׁ

תַיִם   שְׁ חֻׁ   bronze fetters (for hands or feet)— נְׁ

 (2) The dual morpheme may indicate pairs of certain countable nouns that may appear 

naturally in sequential pairs. In this instance, the dual morpheme expresses duality without the 

number two. However, the corresponding attribute value is plural because adjectives and verbs in 

syntactic agreement with the given dual require the plural. (ֹיִם טבֹת נָתַֹ֖  two good years). These—שְׁ

nouns use the plural morpheme to express any other type of plurality. 

יוֹמַיִם    —two (sequential) days 

עַת יָמִים    seven days— שִבְׁ

תָיִם   פְׁ  two burdens (Gen. 49:14)—   מִשְׁ

נָתַיִם   two (sequential) years— שְׁ

 seven years— שֶבַע שָנִים  

 (3) The dual morpheme indicates a multiple of two for the numbers “hundred” and “thou-

sand.” 

 two hundred— מָאתַיִם 

פַיִם    two thousand— אַלְׁ

 (4) The dual morpheme is used with certain proper names that have the singular attribute 

value. 

רַיִם   רושָלַיִם   Egypt— מִצְׁ יְׁ  —Jerusalem 

 The plural morpheme. The plural morpheme indicates various conditions of the true num-

ber, depending on the class of the noun. 

 (1) The plural morpheme indicates simple plurality of countable nouns, corresponding to 

the plural attribute. 

לָכִים   חֹת  kings— מְׁ בְׁ  altars— מִזְׁ

לָדִים  לָדוֹת  boys— יְׁ  girls— יְׁ

 (2) For non-countable nouns, the plural morpheme is used to express certain variations of 

the lexical meaning. In all these circumstances, the attribute value is singular. 
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 The plural morpheme may be used to express abstract concepts derived from concrete con-

cepts. 

  Concrete concept  Derived abstract 

תולָה   תולִים  virgin— בְׁ  virginity— בְׁ

נִים old man— זָקֵן  קֻׁ  old age— זְׁ

עורִים  young man— נַעַר    youth— נְׁ

 life— חַיִים  a living thing— חַיָה  

דָמִים  blood— דָם   —blood guiltiness 

 The plural morpheme is used to indicate intensity, majesty, or ownership, for certain nouns. 

 God (Gen. 1:1)— אֱלֹהִים  

עָלִים      master (Exod. 22:10)14—  בְׁ

 lord (Isa. 19:4)— אֲדנִֹים 

רתֹ    grave (2 Kgs. 22:20)— קִבְׁ

 violent death (Isa. 53:9)14— מוֹתִים 

שָמִים    heavy rain (Ezr. 10:9)— גְׁ

 The plural morpheme is used to indicate natural products in unnatural conditions, for cer-

tain nouns. 

 (in ear) — חִטָה  wheat (in grain)— חִטִים  

מִיםכֻׁ   סְׁ  —spelt (in grain) סֶמֶת  (in ear) — כֻׁ

 blood— דָם shed blood— דָמִים 

 The plural morpheme is used to indicate extension, when the object consists of many parts. 

אִיםצַוָ    —back of neck 

 face— פָנִים  

(3) The plural morpheme is used in conjunction with the determination morpheme to define vari-

ous points of view that a class name may express. This is discussed in detail in the section on the 

attribute of determination. 

 

14 The word occurs only in the construct form of the plural. 
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 The number attribute in compound phrases. Compound noun phrases usually govern plural 

verbs. 

                 
The king and Haman sat down to drink. (Est. 3:15) 

(The plural verb agrees with the plural compound subject.) 

 However, a compound noun phrase may be viewed as a collective in which instance, it 

governs a singular verb. 

חַ  א נֵֹ֔ וֹם הַזֶה  בִָ֣ צֶם הַיִ֤ עֶ  ה׃ בְׁ חַ...אֶל־הַתֵבֶָֽ נֵי־נֵֹּ֑ ם וָיֶֹ֖פֶת בְׁ חֵָ֥ שֵם־וְׁ  וְׁ
On the very same day Noah and Shem, Ham, and Japheth, Noah's sons. . . entered the ark (Gen 7:13)  

(The singular verb agrees with the plural compound subject.) 

 In clauses where the verb appears first, the verb may be singular even though the subject 

is compound. 

                   
Then the king and Haman came to the banquet. (Est. 5:5) 

                      
Then Rachel and Leah answered and said to him (Gen. 31:14) 

(Note that the first verb is singular and the second is plural.) 

 In compound noun phrases naming a group consisting of a person of superior rank and 

some subordinates, the verb may agree with the principal member of the group. 

                 
My maids and I will fast likewise. (Est. 4:16) 

                     
the wife and her children shall be her master's (Exod. 21:4) 

2.3.2 The Gender Attribute15 

 Associated with the gender attribute are three values (masculine, feminine, common) and 

two morpheme values (masculine, feminine).16 

 The masculine morpheme. The masculine morpheme is used to specify various infor-

mation, some associated with gender, some not. 

 

15 GKC § 122; RJW 17-27; VNK § 24.2. The morphological gender of a given noun is determined by the 

semantic culture of the Hebrew people. The value is defined by the dictionary, external to any text or discourse. Thus, 

in a given text, the gender attribute of nouns is an independent variable. 

16 Of the 107,546 common nouns in the WTS text, 73,776 are marked as masculine, 26,844 are marked as 

feminine, and 6,926 are marked as both. 
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 (1) The masculine morpheme indicates the masculine gender for most animate objects, 

corresponding to the masculine attribute. 

לָכִם  king— מֶלֶךְ    kings— מְׁ

 bulls— פָרִים  bull— פַר  

 rams— אֵילִים ram— אַיִל 

חֲמֹרִים    male donkey— חֲמוֹר    —male donkeys 

אֲבוֹת  .father (cf— אָב   —fathers) 

 (2) The masculine morpheme indicates the feminine gender for a few animate objects, cor-

responding to the feminine attribute. 

 female goats— עִזִים  female goat— עֵז  

 (cf. אִשָה —woman) נָשִים —women 

 (3) The masculine morpheme is used with some inanimate objects having no gender, with 

a corresponding masculine attribute. In such cases, the morpheme is merely a syntactic marker to 

govern the attribute values of associated modifiers and verbs. 

 houses— בָתִים house— בַיִת 

בָרִים  thing— דָבָר   things— דְׁ

רָכִים  road— דֶרֶךְ    roads— דְׁ

 trees— עֵצִים tree— עֵץ 

 (4) The masculine morpheme is used with certain objects having no gender, to express a 

meaning derived from a related noun, with a corresponding masculine morpheme. Common to this 

situation are certain abstract nouns and collectives. 

Examples of abstracts: 

 (living creature— חַיָה .cf) life— חַיִים  

נִים  קֻׁ  (old man— זָקֵן  .cf) old age— זְׁ

עורִים    (lad— נַעַר .cf) youth— נְׁ

תולִים   תולָה .virginity (cf— בְׁ  (virgin— בְׁ

 (blood— דָם  .cf) blood guiltiness— דָמִים 

Examples of collectives: 
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נִי  נִיָה .fleet (cf— אֳּ  (ship— אֳּ

 (a hair— שַעֲרָה .cf) hair— שֵעָר  

 (5) The masculine morpheme is used with some objects having no gender, with a corre-

sponding feminine attribute. In this case, also, the morpheme is merely a syntactic marker. Com-

mon to this situation are certain inanimate objects, parts of the body, and names of countries and 

cities. 

Examples of inanimate objects: 

 talents— כִכָרִים   talent— כִכָר  

 cities— עָרִים  city— עִיר 

ים jar— כַד   jars— כַדִֶֽ

עָלוֹת  sandal— נַעַל    sandals— נְׁ

Examples of parts of the body: 

לַיִם  foot— רֶגֶל    feet17— רַגְׁ

נַיִם ear— אֹזֶן   ears— אָזְׁ

רָנוֹת  horn— קֶרֶן    horns— קְׁ

 eyes— עֵינַיִם eye— עַיִן 

רוֹעַ   רעֹתֹ  arm— זְׁ  arms— זְׁ

Examples of place names: 

רַיִם   רושָלַיִם  Egypt— מִצְׁ  Jerusalem— יְׁ

דִים Moab— מוֹאָב   Chaldea— כַשְׁ

 The feminine morpheme. The feminine morpheme is clearly distinguished for most femi-

nine nouns. However, certain feminine nouns have a zero morpheme in the singular that gives the 

appearance of a masculine form. 

   Singular  Plural 

 mothers— אִמֹת mother— אֵם  

 swords— חֲרָבוֹת  sword— חֶרֶב   

 

17 Some of these are masculine dual forms instead of masculine plural, but they are plural in number. 
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כסֹוֹת    cup— כוֹס     —cups 

 female donkeys— אֲתֹנֹת female donkey— אָתוֹן  

 fire  (singular only)— אֵש  

 (1) The feminine morpheme is used to indicate the feminine gender of most animate objects 

with the corresponding feminine attribute. 

  Singular  Plural 

כָה    לָכוֹת  queen— מַלְׁ  queens— מְׁ

דָה    לָדוֹת   girl— יַלְׁ יְׁ  —girls 

עָרוֹת   lass— נַעֲרָה    נְׁ  —lasses 

אִמֹת  mother— אֵם    —mothers 

 cows— פָרוֹת  cow— פָרָה   

 female donkeys— אֲתֹנֹת female donkey— אָתוֹן  

 (2) The feminine morpheme is used with certain inanimate objects having no gender, with 

a corresponding feminine attribute. 

  Singular  Plural 

 swords— חֲרָבוֹת  sword— חֶרֶב   

כסֹוֹת   cup— כוֹס     —cups 

 fire   (singular only)— אֵש  

 (3) The feminine morpheme is used to express certain abstract ideas having no gender, with 

a corresponding feminine attribute. Such words are used only in the singular.  

בורָה  truthfulness— אֱמונָה    strength— גְׁ

 goodness— טוֹבָה  love— אַהֲבָה    

 (4) The feminine morpheme is used with certain collective nouns, with a corresponding 

feminine attribute. 

חָה     exiles— גוֹלָה caravan— אֹרְׁ

 (5) The feminine morpheme is used with some objects having no gender, to indicate a 

single component of a collective concept, with a corresponding feminine attribute. 
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נִי  .a ship (cf— אָנִיָה    אֳּ —fleet) 

 (a hair—שַעֲרָה  .cf)         hair— שֵעָר   

 (6) The feminine morpheme is used to indicate certain neuter concepts, with a correspond-

ing feminine attribute.  

 these things— אֵלֶה   

וֹת    לָאֵ֥  wonderful things— נִפְׁ

 (7) The feminine morpheme is used with some animate objects to indicate office, intensity, 

or completeness, with a corresponding masculine attribute.  

 preacher (Eccl. 1:1)— קהֶֹלֶת   

 (8) The feminine morpheme is used with certain masculine nouns, with a corresponding 

masculine attribute. 

 (father  אָב  .cf) fathers—  אָבתֹ   

 The common gender. Some nouns behave grammatically as though they have a common 

gender attribute. That is, regardless of their gender morpheme, they may fit into either a masculine 

or feminine context.18 

    (sign)—usually masculine, but sometimes feminine (Josh. 24:17). 

   (land)—usually feminine, but sometimes masculine (Ezek. 21:24). 

     (cattle)—usually masculine, but sometimes feminine (Gen. 33:13) 

    (road, way)—usually masculine, but sometimes feminine (Num. 9:10) 

 

18 The BibleWorks software program classifies 37 words as having both genders.   ה  תְהוֹם   ;(Gen. 1:2)  פָנ 

(Gen. 1:2); אוֹת   (Gen. 9:12); צָבָא   (1 Sam. 1:3); ן ;(Gen. 2:8)   גַן ךְ ;(Exod. 21:24)   עַי  ר   ;(Gen. 4:2)   צאֹן ;(Gen. 3:24)   ד 

ן פוֹר ;(Gen. 15:16)   עֲוֹֹ֥ ת ;(Gen. 8:6)   חַלוֹן ;(Gen. 7:14)   צ  ן ; ;(Gen. 10:5)   לָשׁוֹן ;(Gen. 8:11)   עֵּ שׁ ;(Gen. 15:1)   מָגֵּ מ     שׁ 

(Gen. 15:12); תַנּוּר   (Gen. 15:17); ׁש ר ;(Gen. 18:11)   אֹרַח ;(Gen. 19:24)   אֵּ ה ;(Gen. 25:16)   חָצֵּ  ;(Gen. 32:3)   מַחֲנ 

ן ;(Gen. 37:35)   שְׁאוֹל  ;(Gen. 12:16)   גָמָל פ  ן ;(Gen. 40:9)   ג  יר ;(Gen. 50:26)   אֲרוֹן ;(Gen. 49:12)   שֵּׁ  ;(Exod. 16:3)   ס 

ד ;(Lev. 14:9)   גַב  ;(Exod. 28:14)   עֲבֹת ;(Exod. 19:9)   עָב ;(Exod. 16:23)   שַׁבָת  .Kgs 1)   שׁוּשַׁן ;(Num. 21:15)   אָשֵּׁ

שׁ ;(Psa. 118:27)   עָבוֹת ;(Job 30:29)  ןתַ   ;(7:19  .(Dan. 3:6)  נוּר ;(Ezek. 23:11)  עֲגָבָה ;(Gen. 15:17)  אֵּ
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 Gender in compound noun phrases. Compound noun phrases usually govern masculine 

verbs and adjectives. In the special circumstance where all members of the compound group are 

feminine, the gender attribute is feminine. 

                      
Then Rachel and Leah answered and said to him (Gen. 31:14) 

(The first verb is singular as permitted when it is first. The second verb is plural in agreement  

with the plural subject. Both verbs are feminine because all members of the subject are feminine.) 

 In the instance where the compound subject is long and the verb appears first, the verb may 

be in gender agreement with the nearest noun of the compound subject. 

                                
So, Esther's maids and eunuchs came and told her. (Est. 4:4) 

 The first verb is feminine plural in agreement with       (maids) only. The second verb 

is masculine plural in agreement with the usual practice for mixed gender compound subjects. 
 

                       
Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him (Est. 5:14) 

The verb is feminine singular in agreement with   זֶרֶש  (Zeresh), even though the compound subject 

is of mixed gender. When the compound subject is lengthy, the verb may be in agreement with 

only its nearest member. 

2.3.3 The Determination Attribute19 

 The determination attribute specifies the degree to which the exact identity of the given 

noun is defined. The determination attribute is a marker that indicates that the referent of the given 

noun has already been introduced in the discourse, or that the referent is well known in the common 

knowledge of the original audience. Associated with the determination attribute are two attribute 

values (determinate, non-determinate) and two morphemes (the definite article prefix, a zero mor-

pheme, i.e., no prefix). 

 Proper nouns. Proper nouns are determinate by nature because they are names of specific 

persons, places, concepts, etc. They always take the attribute value “determinate,” and they never 

require the definite article morpheme.20 

 

19 GKC § 125-127; RJW 82-93; VNK § 24.4. 

20 However, see the previous discussion of proper nouns for some apparent idiomatic exceptions. 
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 Common nouns. Common nouns may take either the determinate or nondeterminate attrib-

ute value.21 The determinate attribute is associated with common nouns (1) that have been named 

or defined in previous context, (2) that are well known (i.e., equivalent to a proper noun), or (3) 

that have bound forms delimited by determinate phrases or pronouns (i.e., they are construct 

forms). The same is true for countable, measurable, and characteristic nouns.  

 Abstract nouns. Abstract nouns do not usually take the determinate attribute when used in 

the free (absolute) form, but may be made determinate by a determinate genitive.  

  love— אַהֲבָה   

הוָה    ת יְׁ  .the love of the LORD— אַהֲבִַ֤

 The definite article morpheme is not used with determinate common nouns in the following 

cases: 

(1) common nouns with a bound form (i.e., construct state nouns). 

לֶךְ         ית הַמֶֹ֖  The house of the king— בֵֵ֥

 

נֵי יַעֲקבֹ    .The sons of Jacob— בְׁ

 (2) common nouns with a pronoun suffix. 

 Your kings— אֲבוֹתֵיכֶם  

כותוֹ    His kingdom— מַלְׁ

In these circumstances, the nouns in the construct state are made determinate by a determinate 

genitive. 

 Combinations of the determination attribute and the number attribute are used to specify 

the various degrees to which the exact identity of the given nouns is defined. 

 The singular, non-determinate combination. The singular, non-determinate combination 

specifies one of the following degrees of determination, depending on the context in which the 

named class is used. 

 

21 Of the 107,546 instances of common nouns in the WTS text, 22,301 are marked as definite by a prepositive 

definite article. 
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 (1) The noun refers to a typical representative of the class, where English must use the 

indefinite article, as in  

 A man is ___________  A man does__________ 

where the noun is used only as the subject of a clause. 

                  
Which if a man does, he shall live by them. (Neh. 9:29) 

               
Will a man rob God? (Mal. 3:8) 

               
Yet a man is born to trouble (Job 5:7) 

                
Will a man make gods for himself? (Jer. 16:20) 

 (2) The noun is a predicate object and refers to nonspecific member(s) of the class, where 

English uses the plural, as in “I will cause men to walk upon you” (Ezek. 36:12). 

                 
I will multiply men upon you (Ezek. 36:10) 

                
Yes, I will cause men to walk on you (Ezek. 36:12) 

          
You devour men (Ezek. 36:13) 

                  
therefore you shall devour men no more (Ezek. 36:14) 

                
I will increase their men like a flock. (Ezek. 36:37) 

                
Why do You make men like fish of the sea? (Hab. 1:14) 

 (3) The noun is a predicate nominative or predicate object which refers to the class collec-

tively, where English uses no article, as in “What is man...?” 

Examples (Predicate object): 

             
I will consume man and beast (Zep. 1:3) 

                      
I will multiply upon you man and beast. (Ezek. 36:11) 
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Example (Predicate Nominative): 

              
What is man that You are mindful of him? (Psa. 8:4 [5]) 

 (4) The noun is a predicate nominative and refers to that which possesses or manifests all 

the essential characteristics and nature of the named class. English uses no article and may use the 

plural when the subject is plural. 

                                
Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; 

And their horses are flesh, and not spirit. (Isa. 31:3) 

                  
For He is not man, that He should relent. (1 Sam. 15:29) 

 
 

                 
You are men, I am your God (Ezek. 34:31) 

 (5) The noun is a predicate nominative and refers to a specific unnamed member of the 

class where English uses the indefinite article. 

                                  
And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; 

but Jacob was a mild man. (Gen. 25:27) 

 

                          
Look, Esau my brother is a hairy man, 

and I am a smooth-skinned man. (Gen. 27:11) 

             
And he was a successful man. (Gen. 39:2) 

          
Noah was a just man. (Gen. 6:9) 

Note that these predicate nominatives all have an adjective modifier. In these circumstances, the 

Hebrew noun does not make use of the indefinite article as in the next category. 
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 (6) The noun is the subject or predicate object and refers to a specific unnamed, not previ-

ously mentioned member of the class, where English must use the indefinite article, and where 

Hebrew may use the optional indefinite article     .22 

                 
Now there was a certain man from Zorah (Judg. 13:2) 

                        
Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim Zophim (1 Sam 1:1) 

                    
Now a certain man saw it and told Joab (2 Sam. 18:10) 

              
There is a certain people scattered... (Est. 3:8) 

                
Now there was a man from the mountains of Ephraim (Judg. 17:1) 

                        
a man had come to seek the well-being of the children of Israel (Neh. 2:10) 

               
I have gotten a man from the LORD (Gen. 4:1) 

        
I have killed a man (Gen. 4:23) 

          
Now a certain man found him (Gen. 37:15) 

 The plural non-determinate combination. This combination specifies one of the following 

degrees of determination, depending on the context in which the named class is used. 

 (1) The noun is a predicate nominative and refers to specific, unnamed members of the 

class, where English uses the plural. 

              
We are brethren (Gen. 13:8) 

 (2) The noun is the subject or predicate object and refers to a specific, unnamed, not pre-

viously referenced group of members of the named class, where English uses the plural quantifier 

“some,” and where Hebrew may use the optional indefinite plural article    . 

 

22 The word  אִיש may also be used as an indefinite article with personal nouns, i.e.,  רִי  an Egyptian— אִיש מִצְׁ

(Gen. 39:1),  אִשָה זנָֹה —a harlot (Jer. 3:3). 
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There were certain men who were defiled . . . (Num. 9:6) 

                  
And stay with him a few days (Gen. 27:44) 

               
But within a few days he shall be destroyed. (Dan. 11:20) 

The first example omits the optional indefinite article   which is found in the others. 

 (3) The noun refers to the class collectively, either in a general sense, or as viewing the 

class as a group of individuals. This is in contrast with the singular collective that views the class 

as a whole. English uses the plural.  

                             
I will chasten him with the rod of men and 

with the blows of the sons of men. (2 Sam. 7:14) 

 The singular-determinate combination. The singular-determinate combination specifies 

one of the following degrees of determination, depending on the context in which the named class 

is to be used. 

 (1) The noun refers to a previously mentioned member of the named class, where English 

and Hebrew use the singular with a definite article. 

. . .          
. . .                
Now a certain man saw it, . . . 

But the man said to Joab . . . (2 Sam. 18:10, 12) 

. . .           
                      

Now a certain man found him, . . . 

And the man asked him, saying, “What are you seeking?” (Gen. 37:15) 

          . . .                     
A man came from Saul's camp . . . 

And the young man said,... (2 Sam. 1:2,6) 

Note that in this last example the determinate       (the young man) refers to the previously men-

tioned    (man), a permissible but unusual change of noun. 

 (2) The noun is the subject and refers to the class collectively as a whole, where English 

uses the singular. 
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Man shall not live by bread alone. (Deut. 8:3) 

                  
For man looks at the outward appearance (1 Sam. 16:7) 

                                  
Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything (Jon. 3:7) 

                      
Let man and beast be covered with sackcloth (Jon. 3:8) 

 (3) The noun refers to things or classes of things that are well-known, where English usu-

ally uses the indefinite singular with no article. 

         
where there is gold (Gen. 2:11) 

                            
Abraham was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. (Gen. 13:2) 

                     
to work in gold, in silver, and in bronze (Exod. 31:4) 

 (4) The noun is in the second person, a vocative. The definite article is a sign of the voca-

tive. The noun may be preceded by a second person pronoun. If it is a subject, it governs a second 

person verb. 

                  
As your soul lives, O king, I do not know. (1 Sam. 17:55) 

         
Help, O king! (2 Sam. 14:4) 

 The plural determinate combination. This combination specifies that the noun refers to 

previously mentioned or well-known objects, where English uses the plural with the definite arti-

cle. 

                   . . .         
There were certain men . . . , 

and those men said to him, . . . (Num. 9:6, 7) 

The second      (those men) is determinate because it refers to the previous nondeterminate 

     (certain men). 

 This combination also specifies the second person vocative for plural nouns in a second 

person context. 
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Hear, you deaf; And look, you blind (Isa. 42:18) 

 However, the vocative is frequently lacking the definite article in both the singular and 

plural. 

2.3.4 The Personal Attribute 

 The personal attribute of nouns distinguishes between the participants of a narrative or 

discourse. Three attribute values are associated with the personal attribute: 

 First Person—designates the speaker or narrator 

 Second Person—designates the reader or listener 

 Third Person—designates one distinct from the first and second person 

 With the plural attribute, the first-person plural includes the speaker/narrator, and others 

identified as either second person, third person, or both. The second person plural includes the 

readers/listeners and perhaps others distinct from the second or first person. The third person plural 

includes those distinct from the first and second persons. First and second person nouns occur only 

in speech. 

 Hebrew has no morphemes to indicate the value of the personal attribute for nouns, conse-

quently this attribute is not generally recognized as a characteristic of nouns. However, the per-

sonal attribute is recognized as a necessary characteristic of nouns by various syntactic restraints 

on the language.23 

 (1) Pronouns agree with their antecedent noun in number, gender, and person. 

 (2) Verbs agree with their subject noun in number, gender, and person.24 A single ungram-

matical example illustrates the truth of this statement. 

 [   ] 
[A boy sat upon the chair] 

 

23 The personal attribute is grammatically independent of the other nominal attributes. For example, second 

person (vocative) nouns are found in the context of all three cases: (1) nominative: 2 Sam. 14:4; Isa. 42:18; Zech. 3:8; 

(2) genitive: Psa. 9:3; 24:1; 30:9; (3) accusative: 2 Sam. 22:50; Psa. 130:1. 

24 Verbs have no semantic number, gender, or person. A verb is inflected in grammatical concord with the 

number, gender, and person of it subject, even when its subject has been elided. 
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The Hebrew sentence is ungrammatical because the verb (2nd, mas., sing.) does not agree with the 

subject (3rd, mas., sing.).25  

 The majority of nouns take the third person attribute. For the second person attribute (voc-

ative), the definite article morpheme is usually used with common nouns, but not with proper 

nouns. 

       

Help, my lord, O king! (2 Kgs. 6:26) 

In other cases, an accompanying pronoun is used to identify the person attribute.  

         
But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. (Ezek. 2:8) 

         
I, Daniel, was mourning (Dan. 10:2) 

ך   הוִָ֤ה בְׁ ר יְׁ עַ  ן  יִגְׁ ם   הַשָטֵָ֔ ושָלֵָּ֑ ר בִירֶֽ ךֵ֔ הַבחֵֹֹ֖ הוָה  בְׁ ר יְׁ עִַ֤ יִגְׁ וְׁ  

The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!  (Zech. 3:2) 

 In still other cases, the personal attribute of subject nouns may be identified only by the 

conjugate form of the predicate verb. 

   
Hear, O Israel (Deut. 6:4) 

    
Listen, O coastlands (Isa. 49:1) 

 The personal attribute of compound noun phrases is determined as follows: 

(1) the first-person attribute governs the phrase if at least one of the nouns is first person. 

ם׃  ובָה אֲלֵיכֶֶֽ נָשֵ֥ תַחֲוֶֹ֖ה וְׁ שְׁ נִֶֽ ה וְׁ ה עַד־כֵֹּ֑ כָֹ֖ עַר נֵלְׁ הַנֵַ֔ י וְׁ  וַאֲנִִ֣
I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you. (Gen. 22:5) 

וֹא  צָה׃ הֲבִ֣ רְׁ ךֹ֖ אֶָֽ ת לְׁ תַחֲוֵֹ֥ הִשְׁ יך לְׁ אַחֵֶ֔ ךִ֣ וְׁ אִמְׁ וֹא אֲנִי  וְׁ  נָבָ֗
Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?" (Gen. 37:10) 

(2) the second person attribute governs the phrase if at least one of the nouns is second 

person, but not first person. 

  

 

25 For this sentence to be grammatically correct, the subject noun  must be understood as vocative (second 

person). 
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בִי  ו בַשֵֶּ֑ כֹ֖ ך תֵלְׁ י בֵיתֵֶ֔ בִֵ֣ כלֹ  ישְֹׁ ור וְׁ חָ֗ ה פַשְׁ אַתִָ֣  וְׁ
And you, Pashhur, and all who dwell in your house, shall go into captivity. (Jer. 20:6) 

 (3) the third person attribute governs the phrase in all other cases. 

2.3.5 The Range Attribute26  

 The attribute of range specifies the degree of limitation imposed upon the class of objects 

named by the given noun. If the range of a noun includes all the members of the class it names, 

the range is regarded as “free.” If the range includes only a part of the members of the class, the 

range is regarded as “bound.” This attribute corresponds with the absolute-construct state men-

tioned in other grammars, and called the bound structure by Williams. Associated with the range 

attribute are two attribute values (free, bound), and two morpheme values (absolute, construct).27 

 The absolute morpheme. The absolute morpheme is used under three conditions: 

 (1) The absolute morpheme is used to identify common nouns that are unlimited in range 

except by context. The corresponding attribute has the value free. 

 (2) The absolute morpheme is used to identify common nouns that have a genitive rela-

tionship with an immediately preceding noun in the construct state (bound). The corresponding 

attribute has the value free. 

י הַמֶלֶךְ׃   דֵֵ֥  עַבְׁ

the servants of the king 

The absolute noun  ְלֶך limits the range of the construct noun (the king) הַמֶֶֽ י דֵֵ֥  (the servants of)    עַבְׁ

to those servants belonging to the king. 

 (3) The absolute morpheme is used also for all nouns to which the range attribute does not 

apply, that is, for all proper nouns. Proper nouns are completely bound, since they specify one 

unique object. The corresponding attribute has the value free. 

 The construct morpheme. The construct morpheme is used to identify nouns that are limited 

in range by an immediately following noun or pronoun suffix.28 The noun in the construct form is 

 

26 GKC § 128, 130; RJW 28-30; VNK § 25.1-3. 

27 Of the 107,546 instances of common nouns in the WTS text, 51,862 have the absolute form and 55,673 

have the construct form. Of the construct forms, 23,586 have a pronoun suffix, 23,154 govern a non-determinate noun, 

6,699 govern a determinate noun, and 2,234 do not govern a noun. 

28 Of the 55,684 instances of construct common nouns in the WTS text, 23,585 have a pronoun suffix, 5,385 

have a following absolute noun (5,081 with a conjunctive accent, 282 with a near disjunctive and 22 with a remote); 

5,623 have a following absolute noun with an definite article (5,145 with a conjunctive accent, 467 with a near 
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called the nomen regens and the noun that follows in the absolute form is called the nomen rectum. 

The nomen rectum limits the range of the nomen regens. The nomen regens and nomen rectum 

have a genitive relationship, the nomen rectum being in the genitive case. The construct morpheme 

is never used with proper nouns. 

 הַמֶלֶךְ  תֵיבֶָ  
 the houses of the king 

 The absolute noun ְהַמֶלֶך (the king), the nomen rectum, limits the range of the construct 

noun תֵי   .the nomen regens, to those houses belonging to the king ,(houses) בֶָ

 The law of determination. The determination attribute value of a construct noun is defined 

by the value of the attribute of the governing (limiting) noun. That is, a construct noun (nomen 

regens) is determinate if the absolute noun governing it (nomen rectum) is determinate, and it is 

nondeterminate if the absolute noun is nondeterminate. Construct nouns never take the definite 

article. 

 —the houses of the king תֵי         הַמֶלֶךְ  בֶָ

תֵי    מֶלֶךְ בֶָ  —houses of a king 

The construct noun תֵי  is determinate in the first example by the determinate absolute (houses of) בֶָ

noun “the king”; in the second example it is nondeterminate because of the nondeterminate abso-

lute noun “a king.”  

 Although this rule of determination is quite rigid, there are a few instances where the con-

struct noun is nondeterminate in spite of a determinate nomen rectum. This is particularly the sit-

uation with proper nouns.29 

הוָֹ֖ה      a feast of the LORD (Exod. 10:9)— חַג־יְׁ

ל  רָאֵֵּ֑ ת יִשְׁ תולִַ֣  a virgin of Israel (Deut. 22:19)—  בְׁ

ת הַשָדֶה     ָקִַ֤   a piece of ground (2 Sam. 23:11)— חֶלְׁ

 
disjunctive, and 11 with a remote); 11,097 have a following proper noun (361 with a definite article, 10,155 have a 

conjunctive accent, 922 have a near disjunctive, and 20 have a remote); 458 have a following Gentilic noun (271 with 

a definite article, 371 have a conjunctive accent, 87 have a near disjunctive, and none have a remote); and 6,846 have 

a following construct noun (5,053 have conjunctive accents, 1,697 have near disjunctives, and 96 have remotes). 

29 GKC § 127e. 
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 The law of coordination. Construct nouns are not usually joined together by conjunctions 

when they are bound by the same nomen rectum, as illustrated in the following erroneous example: 

 

[ רָאֵל וַאֲחֵי   יִשְׁ שֵי   [  אַנְׁ

men and brethren of Israel 

Instead, the absolute noun is repeated with each construct. 

רָאֵל רָאֵל  וַאֲחֵי  יִשְׁ שֵי יִשְׁ   אַנְׁ
Men of Israel and brethren of Israel. 

A few exceptions are found. 

             
the literature and language of the Chaldeans (Dan. 1:4) 

             
the choice and best of Lebanon (Ezek. 31:16) 

 Absolute nouns may be grouped together by conjunctions when they jointly limit the same 

construct noun. 

           
the mother of Jacob and Esau (Gen. 28:5) 

 The law of successive genitives. Construct nouns may appear in sequence, in which instance 

the successive limitation is as follows: 

 (J1(J2(J3N))) English order30 

 ((( רָאֵל  מֶלֶךְ יִשְׁ נֵי  ( בְׁ בֵית  ( ) 
                    N             J3        J2       J1 

(The house of (the sons of (the king of Israel))) 

                J1            J2              J3        N 

The absolute noun N (רָאֵל  Israel) limits the range of the immediately preceding construct— יִשְׁ

noun J3 (ְמֶלֶך —king) to only the king of Israel. The noun phrase J3N ( רָאֵל  the king of— מֶלֶךְ יִשְׁ

Israel) limits the range of the next preceding construct noun J2 (נֵי  sons) to only the sons of the— בְׁ

king of Israel. The noun phrase J2J3N (רָאֵל נֵי מֶלֶךְ יִשְׁ  the sons of the king of Israel) limits the— בְׁ

next preceding construct noun J1 (בֵית —house) to only the house of the sons of the king of Israel.  

 

30 The symbol N represents a noun; the symbol J represents a construct noun and the subscript number dis-

tinguishes one from the other. 
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 This hierarchy of range limitation continues in the same manner to the fourth and succes-

sive construct nouns that may occur. Practicality is the only limit to the number of construct nouns 

that may appear in sequence.31 

 The law of nonintervention.32 Nothing may intervene between a construct noun and the 

genitive absolute noun (nomen rectum) that governs it. There are five qualifications to this other-

wise invariant law.  

 (1) A construct noun may follow another construct noun when there is a series of genitives. 

This forms a construct chain of more than two links, the last of which is an absolute noun. The law 

of nonintervention then applies to the entire series. 

              
the days of the years of the life of my fathers (Gen. 47:9) 

          
the chiefs of the people of the earth (Job 12:24) 

(3) The definite article may precede the nomen rectum. However, since the definite article 

is merely a prepositive morpheme of the nomen rectum, it does not constitute an inter-

vention. 
 

            
the words of the prophets (1 Kgs. 22:13) 

 (3) The locative He may follow the first construct as a postpositive terminative suffix;33 it 

is regarded as the equivalent of a morpheme and not as an intervention. 

         
to the house of Joseph (Gen. 43:17) 

 (4) Although it is not common, the construct may receive a pronoun suffix. Usually the 

pronoun is attached to the nomen rectum even though it modifies the construct. 

            —his weapons of war (Deut. 1:41) 

            —in my house of prayer (Isa. 56:7) 

            —his idols of silver (Isa. 2:20) 

 

31 The longest string of construct nouns is four which occurs three times: Exod. 39:32; Exod. 40:6; Neh. 

10:36. 

32 Blau, p. 54; GKC § 128; Muraoka § 129a. 

33 UT, 11.1 
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But where the sense of style requires, the construct may receive the pronoun suffix. This is neces-

sary to avoid ambiguity. Since the pronoun is a suffix, it must be regarded as part of the construct 

word, and not as an intervention. 

           —your valuation for a male (Lev. 27:5) 

             —My covenant with Jacob (Lev. 26:42) 

In the first example, the nomen regens takes the pronoun suffix to avoid ambiguity. In the second, 

it takes the suffix because the proper name cannot. 

 (5) Although it is not common, a negative may precede the nomen rectum. The negative is 

usually attached to the nomen rectum by Maqqeph, making it equivalent to another construct. Ac-

tually, as demonstrated later, a negative may be regarded as a prepositive morpheme, and thus part 

of the nomen rectum. As such, it is not an intervention. 

                     
by a sword not of man and a sword not of mankind (Isa. 31:8) 

           
a morning of no clouds (2 Sam. 23:4) 

            
a stroke of non-withdrawal (Isa. 14:6) 

 Apart from these five qualifications, the law of nonintervention is not broken. Apparent 

violations of this law34 are best explained on the basis of phonetics and rhythm, as the next section 

explains. 

 Other Uses of the Construct Form. A construct form comes about when the language 

places two words in such close rhythmical relationship that they receive only one major accent. 

The first word of the pair is linked to the following word by Maqqeph, it loses its major accent, 

and undergoes phonetic changes that produce the construct form. The second word receives the 

major accent and retains its standard (absolute) form.35 

 The genitive relationship between nouns regularly produces this condition: The nomen re-

gens has the construct form and the nomen rectum has the absolute form. This construction is 

known as a construct chain; and because it is so common in Hebrew, it may mistakenly be regarded 

 

34 See M. Dahood, Psalms, Anchor Bible, III (Garden City, N.J.: Doubleday, 1970); David N. Freedman, 

“The Broken Construct Chain,” Biblica, 53, No. 4 (1972): 534-36; Muraoka § 129a, N5. 

35 GKC § 89a. Sometimes the Maqqeph is lacking, in which case the construct form retains its major accent 

(usually a conjunctive accent); but the word retains its construct form as though the accent were not present. 
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as the only use of the construct form. Actually, since the construct form is brought about by pho-

netic and rhythmical, not syntactical influences, Hebrew less frequently exhibits other insistences 

of the construct form not associated with the genitive relationship between nouns. The most com-

mon instances are the use of the construct form with adjectives and participles. Gesenius noted 

several such constructions: “The construct state . . . is frequently employed in rapid narrative as a 

connective form, even apart from the genitive relation.”36 The following instances were listed: 

 (1) The construct form frequently governs prepositional phrases,37 particularly in prophecy 

and poetry, especially when the construct word is a participle. 

          
as the joy in the harvest (Isa. 9:3 [2]) 

              

those who go down to the stones of the pit (Isa. 14:19) 

 (2) The construct form frequently governs a relative pronoun clause.38 

                   
the place where Joseph was confined (Gen. 40:3)39 

                      
all the days that the cloud stayed above the tabernacle. (Num. 9:18) 

 (3) The construct form frequently governs a participle functioning as a substantive.40 

הּ מִ  יל אֶת־אִישָֹ֖ הַצִֵ֥ הו יִַ֣דלְׁ    מַכֵֵּ֑

to rescue her husband from the hand of the one attacking him (Deut. 25:11) 

חַ  ה אֶת־הָרצֵָֹ֗ ילו הָעֵדָ֜ הִצִ  ל הַדָם֒  מִיַד  וְׁ  גֹאִֵ֣

So, the congregation shall deliver the manslayer from the hand of the avenger of blood, (Num. 35:25) 

ת דַַּ֕ קֻׁ דֶש׃ פְׁ רֶת הַקֶֹֽ מֵֶ֥ י מִשְׁ רֵֹ֖  שמְֹׁ

overseer of those who kept charge of the sanctuary. (Num. 3:32) 

 

36 GKC § 130 a-c. 

37 A construct noun precedes a prepositional phrase 125 times (76 have conjunctive accents and 48 have near 

disjunctive accents). 

38 A construct noun is followed by a relative pronoun clause 224 times (192 have conjunctive accents, 17 

have near disjunctives, and 15 have remotes). 

39 Note the disjunctive accent on a construct form. But this is a necessity because of the laws of accents in 

spite of the syntax. 

40 A construct noun is followed by a participle 610 times (482 have conjunctive accents, 123 have near dis-

junctives, and 5 have remotes). 
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 (4) The construct form frequently governs an infinitive construct clause functioning as a 

modifier.41 

י בְׁ  הִֹ֖ ת וַיְׁ הּ  עִֵ֣ תֵָּ֑    לִדְׁ

Now it came to pass, at the time for her to give birth, (Gen. 38:27) 

הו מִ  חִשַב  עִם־קנֵֵֹ֔ נַת  וְׁ ל   שְׁ נִַ֣ת הַיבֵֵֹּ֑ ד שְׁ וֹ עַֹ֖ רוֹ לֵ֔ כְׁ    הִמִָ֣

Thus he shall reckon with him who bought him:  

from the year that he was sold to him until the Year of Jubilee;  (Lev. 25:50) 

וֹםבְׁ  א אֱלֹ  יָ֗ ִֹ֤ ר ם בְׁ  הִים  אָדֵָ֔

In the day that God created man,  (Gen. 5:1) 

 (5) The construct form frequently governs a cardinal number quantifying a noun phrase.42 

 

חַ  הִי־נַֹּ֕ ֶּֽיְׁ וֹת שָנֵָּ֑ה בֶן וֶַֽ ש מֵאֹ֖    ־חֲמֵֵ֥

And Noah was five hundred years old, (Gen. 5:32) 

וֹ ובְׁ  תָ֗ יַד־אִשְׁ וֹ ובְׁ יָדִ֣ ים בְׁ קו הָאֲנָשִ֜ יו  יַד  וַיַחֲזִ  נֹתֵָ֔ י בְׁ תִֵ֣   שְׁ

The men took hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and the hands of his two daughters (Gen 19:16) 

רֶץ מִ  ת הַהִוא  אֶת־הָאֵָ֔ ח בָעִֵ֤ דוַנִקַַּ֞ י  יַָ֗ י הָאֱמֹרִֵ֔ כִֵ֣ נֵי  מַלְׁ ןשְׁ דֵֵּ֑ בֶר הַיַרְׁ עִֵ֣ ר בְׁ    אֲשֶֹ֖

And at that time we took the land from the hand of the two kings of the Amorites  

who were on this side of the Jordan, (Deut. 3:8) 

 (6) The construct form rarely governs an ordinal number quantifying a noun phrase.43 

נִֵ֣י ל׃  בְׁ רָאֵֶֽ א יִשְׁ ךֹ֖ עַל־כִסֵֵ֥ ו לְׁ בֵ֥ ים יֵשְׁ בִעִֵ֔  רְׁ

your sons shall sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation." (2 Kgs. 10:30 NKJ) 

 (7) The construct form frequently governs an adjective.44 

ה  יֵָ֔ רָאִיתָ  בַשִבְׁ שֶתוְׁ אַר אֵֹ֖ פַת־תֵֹּ֑  יְׁ

"and if you see among the captives a beautiful woman (Deut. 21:11) 

ם׃ יֵַ֥דמִ  ים יַצִילֵֶֽ שָעִָ֗ ֜    רְׁ

He delivers them out of the hand of the wicked. (Psa. 97:10) 

 

41 A construct noun is followed by an infinitive construct 142 times (84 have conjunctive accents, 52 have 

near disjunctives, and 6 have remotes). 

42 A construct noun is followed by a cardinal number 377 times (284 have conjunctive accents, 83 have near 

disjunctives, and 10 have remotes). 

43 A construct noun is followed by an ordinal number 3 times (2 have conjunctive accents, one has a near 

disjunctives): 1 Kgs. 6:31; 2 Kgs. 10:30; 15:12. 

44 A construct noun is followed by an adjective 642 times (602 have conjunctive accents, 37 have near dis-

junctives, and 3  have remotes). 
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 (8) The construct form occasionally governs an interrogative pronoun.45 

יאֹמֶר   תְׁ בַת וַ  י אֵַ֔    ־מִִ֣

And said, "Whose daughter are you?  (Gen. 24:23) 

תוְׁ  מֶַֽ ם׃ חָכְׁ ה לָהֶֶֽ    ־מֶֹ֖

So what wisdom do they have? (Jer. 8:9) 

 (9) The construct form occasionally governs an adverb.46 

ם עלִַֹ֤ת תֵיכֵֶ֔ דרִֹֹ֣    תָמִיד  לְׁ

This shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations  (Exod. 29:42) 

ר לִ  חָצֵָ֗ חַב הֶֶֽ רִֹ֣ ת וְׁ אַָ֛ ה׃  פְׁ ים אַמֶָֽ חָה חֲמִשִֵ֥ רָֹ֖ מָה מִזְׁ דְׁ  קֵֵ֥

The width of the court on the east side shall be fifty cubits. (Exod. 27:13) 

 (10) The construct form rarely governs a personal pronoun usually functioning in place of 

the copulative verb.47 

וֹת כִי   ם  א  תֵיכֵֶ֔ דרִֹֹ֣ ינֵיכֶם  לְׁ י ובֵֶֽ וא בֵינִִ֤    הִ֜

For it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations.  (Exod. 31:13) 

 (11) The construct form rarely governs a negative.48 

ה  זֶָ֗ ֜ וֹם וְׁ קִ֣ ל׃   מְׁ ע־אֵֶֽ  לאֹ־יָדֶַֽ

And this is the place of him who does not know God. (Job 18:21) 

 (12) The construct form rarely governs an infinitive absolute functioning as a noun.49 

קַחַת  ר לֶָּ֭ ל  מוסִַ֣ כֵֵּ֑    הַשְׁ

To receive the instruction of wisdom, (Prov. 1:3) 

 

45 A construct noun is followed by an interrogative 13 times (always with a conjunctive accent). 

46 A construct noun is followed by an adverb 54 times (45 have conjunctive accents, 8 have near disjunctives, 

and 1 has a remote). 

47 A construct noun is followed by a personal pronoun 5 times (always with a conjunctive accent): Exod. 

31:13; 14; 17; 2 Kgs. 9:17; Nah. 2:9. 

48 A construct noun is followed by a negative 3 times (one has a conjunctive accent, and two have a near 

disjunctive): Job 18:21; Psa. 81:6; Lam. 1:14. 

49 A construct noun is followed by an infinitive absolute 4 times (always with a conjunctive accent): Prov. 

1:3; 31:8; Isa. 14:23; Ezek. 16:49. 
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 (13) The construct form sometimes governs an independent clause.50 But these may be 

understood as instances where the relative pronoun is elided.  

       
by the hand of (whomever else) You may send (Exod. 4:13) 

 (14) The construct form is sometimes followed by Waw conjunctive when the connection is 

strong.51 
        

at the noise of the horsemen, the wagons, and the chariots (Ezek. 26:10) 

The word   (horsemen) has the construct form. 

ף ל אַַ֚ תָגֵָ֗ ח וְׁ רַ֜ חַ תִפְׁ  ֹ ן  גִילִַ֣ת  פָר רַנֵֵ֔ וְׁ  

It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, even with joy and singing. (Isa. 35:2) 

 None of the above should be mistaken for a construct chain: no genitive relationships were 

indicated.52 They represented the purely phonetic and rhythmical cases. 

 Construct Forms of Other Parts of Speech. The same phonetic and rhythmical conditions 

occasionally produce construct-like forms in other parts of speech, such as particles, adverbs, prep-

ositions, pronouns, and even verbs. When such words are closely related rhythmically to a follow-

ing word attached by Maqqeph, the accent is drawn away from the word, resulting in a construct-

like reduction of the vowel of a final closed syllable.  

Examples of particles: 

- but ,(there is)  יֵש      יֶש 

- but ,(sign of accusative) אֵת      אֶת 

Example of an adverb: 

וא  but ,(thus, so)  כֵן    (so be it, Josh. 2:21 )  כֶן־הֵ֔

Examples of prepositions: 

 

50 A construct noun is followed by a finite verb 24 times: Exod. 4:13; Lev. 7:9; 14:26; 1 Sam. 25:15; 2 Sam. 

22:1; 1 Chr. 29:3; Job 21:30; 24:19; Psa. 71:18; 74:3; 90:15x2; 104:9; 129:6; 148:6; Prov. 17:14; Isa. 15:1-2;  29:1; 

40:4; Jer. 20:8; 48:36; Hos. 1:2; 14:3. 

51 A construct noun is followed by Waw conjunctive 4 times, always with a conjunctive or near disjunctive 

accent: Isa. 33:6;  35:2; Ezek. 31:16; Dan. 1:4. 

52 Later discussion of relative pronoun clauses and infinitive phrases explains how a genitive relation may 

exist with a preceding construct. 
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- but ,(with) אֵת  אֶת    

ד  but ,(through) בַעַד   עִַ֣ וֹן בְׁ חַלֵּ֑  (through the window, Josh. 2:15) הֶַֽ

Example of a pronoun: 

את  - but ,(?what) מָה   ִֹ֣   מַה־ז

Examples of verbs: 

רֶד נָֹ֖א  but ,(be separated)  יִפָרֵד    (Gen. 13:9) הִפֵָ֥

 (Gen. 15:5) הַבֶט־נִָ֣א  but ,(look)  הַבֵט  

תֹב    ם but ,(he will write)  יִכְׁ תָב־שָֹ֖  (Josh. 8:32)  יִכְׁ

שלֹ   ם  but ,(he will rule) יִמְׁ שָל־בֵָ֔  (Isa. 19:4) ימְׁ

מֹס   יט  but ,(he will tread)  יִרְׁ מָס־טִֶֽ  (Isa. 41:25) יִרְׁ

2.3.6 The Case Attribute53 

 The use of case ending morphemes was discontinued in Hebrew about 1,000 BC. Conse-

quently, case is not included in the grammatical inflection of nouns. However, the syntax of the 

language clearly indicates that the attribute of case is still operative in Hebrew and that the infor-

mation associated with case is conveyed by word order, and in some instances by a particle. 

 The case attribute designates the syntactic role that a noun plays in a sentence or clause. It 

distinguishes between the subject, object, and various oblique roles. There are no case mor-

phemes,54 but there are three values associated with the case attribute (nominative, genitive, accu-

sative). 

 2.3.6.1 The nominative case. The nominative case is associated with three syntactic roles. 

 (1) The subject nominative. The nominative case is used with a noun that is the subject of 

a clause or sentence. 

      
the serpent said to the woman (Gen. 3:4) 

 

53 RJW, 31-60. 

54 The particle אֶת is used as the sign of a determinate accusative. 
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 (2) The predicate nominative. The nominative case is used with a noun that is the predicate 

of a copulative clause. 

                     
For you were strangers in the land of Egypt. (Deut. 10:19) 

 (3) The rhetorical absolute nominative.55 When a word or phrase is placed first in a sen-

tence for rhetorical emphasis, and then resumed later in the sentence by a pronoun or other word, 

the word or phrase given such rhetorical emphasis is called a rhetorical absolute (casus pendens). 

The nominative case is used with the rhetorical absolute even when it is resumed later in the sen-

tence by a genitive or accusative. 

Examples of resuming nominative: 

     . . .    
The land . . . it is not like the land of Egypt (Deut. 11:10) 

The nominative absolute is   (the land); it is resumed by the nominative pronoun   (it).56  

      . . .   
The woman . . . she gave me of the tree (Gen. 3:12) 

Example of a resuming genitive: 

         
As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai (Gen. 17:15) 

The nominative absolute is     (Sarai your wife); it is resumed by the genitive pronoun 

suffix (her). 

   . . .  
The bed . . . you shall not come down from it (2 Kgs. 1:4) 

Example of a resuming accusative: 

   . . .    
The land . . . I will give it to you (Gen. 28:13) 

The nominative absolute is  (the land); it is resumed by the accusative pronoun suffix (it). 

 2.3.6.2 The genitive case. The genitive case is associated with words that occupy an oblique 

role in sentences and clauses. The genitive case is associated with the following sentence functions: 

 

55 GKC § 143. 

56 The pronoun   may be regarded as the copulative in this case, rather than a resumptive pronoun. 
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 (1) The object of prepositions. Prepositions govern nouns in the genitive case. The syntax 

of prepositional phrases is described in Chapter 8. The classes of prepositional phrases may be 

categorized as follows: 

 (a) The genitive is the object of a verb governed by means of the preposition.  

 (b) The genitive is the indirect object of a verb governed by means of the preposition. 

 (c) The genitive expresses agent, instrument, etc., in verbal clauses, by means of the prep-

osition, as determined by contextual semantics. 

 (d) The genitive is related to another noun by means of the preposition. 

 (2) The construct noun relationship. When two nouns are in the construct-absolute rela-

tionship, the nomen rectum is in the genitive case. The genitive relationship comes about from 

construct transformations on deep-structure dependent clauses. The transformations are not de-

fined here, but in the examples that follow the underlying dependent clauses are identified. The 

construct relationship expresses various types of the genitive; the type of genitive depends upon 

the relationship between the two nouns in the dependent clause from which the genitive is derived. 

The following is a list of the most common types of the genitive.  

 (a) The genitive of subject. When the genitive names the subject of the dependent clause, 

it is called the subjective genitive. The construct (nomen regens) is a verbal noun derived from the 

verb of the dependent clause. 

        
the works of their own hands 

Clause: Their own hands made idols.57 (Jer. 1:16) 

                  
Because of the LORD's love for Israel forever 

Clause: The LORD will love Israel forever.58 (1 Kgs. 10:9) 

 (b) The genitive of object. When the genitive names the object of the verb in the dependent 

clause, it is called the objective genitive. The construct noun (nomen regens) is a verbal noun or a 

participle derived from the verb of the dependent clause. 

 

 

57 The verb (made) was transformed into a construct verbal noun (works) governed by the subjective genitive 

(their hands). 

58 Note that the verb (love) was transformed into a verbal noun governed by the subjective genitive (the 

LORD); the verbal noun continues to govern an accusative object and an adverb. 
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a land flowing with milk and honey (Deut. 6:3) 

Clause: The land flows with milk and honey. 

The verb was transformed into a construct verbal noun governing its compound object in the gen-

itive. 

            
violence against your brother Jacob (Obad. 10) 

Clause: You did violence against your brother Jacob. 

The verb “did violence” was transformed into a construct verbal noun governing its object in the 

genitive. 

       
haters of covetousness (Exod. 18:21) 

Clause: The men hate covetousness. 

 (c) The genitive of possession. When the genitive noun names the owner of the nomen 

regens, it is called the possessive genitive. 

        
the house of the king (1 Kgs. 9:10) 

Clause: The king has a house. 

         
the wisdom of Solomon (1 Kgs. 5:10, Heb.) 

Clause: Solomon has wisdom 

 (d) The genitive of material. When the genitive noun names the material of which the no-

men regens is composed, it is called the genitive of material. 

               
articles of silver and articles of gold (1 Kgs. 10:25) 

Clause: Some articles were made of silver and some articles were made of gold. 

           
an ark of acacia wood (Exod. 25:10) 

Clause: The ark was made of acacia wood. 

 (e) The genitive of characteristic. When the genitive noun names a quality or attribute of 

the nomen regens, it is called the characteristic genitive. The genitive is frequently translated into 

English as an adjective. 

       
a mighty man of power, 

or a powerful and mighty man. (1 Sam. 9:1) 

Clause: The mighty man has power. 
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a wife of virtue, 

or a virtuous wife (Prov. 31:10) 

Clause: The wife has virtue. 

         
balances of justice, 

or just balances (Lev. 19:36) 

Clause: The balances weigh according to justice. 

 (f) Genitive of purpose or result. When the genitive noun names the purpose or result or 

the nomen regens, it is called the genitive of purpose. 

       
sheep for slaughter (Psa. 44:22 [23]) 

Clause: The sheep were for the purpose of slaughter. 

 (g) Genitive of kind. When the genitive noun names the genus or kind of the nomen regens, 

it is called the genitive of kind. 

        
wood of acacia, or acacia wood (Exod. 37:10) 

Clause: The genus of the wood is acacia. 

 (h) Genitive of source. When the genitive noun names the source of the nomen regens, it 

is called genitive of source. 

       
the word of the LORD (Jer. 1:2) 

Clause: The LORD spoke a word. 

 (i) Genitive of agent. When the genitive noun names the agent of the action of a construct 

passive participle, it is called the genitive of agent. 

         
Smitten by God (Isa. 53:4) 

Clause: God struck him. 

       
burned with fire (Isa. 1:7) 

Clause: Fire burned your cities. 

 (j) Genitive of number. When the genitive noun names the thing quantified by a construct 

number or other quantifier, it is called the genitive of number.  

        
one of your cities (Deut. 13:12 [13]) 

        
both her kings (Isa. 7:16) 
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all nations (Isa. 2:2) 

 (k) Genitive of name. When the genitive noun gives the name of the nomen regens, it is 

called the genitive of name. 

       
the river Euphrates (Gen. 15:18) 

Clause: the name of the river is the Euphrates. 

         
the land of Egypt (Exod. 7:19) 

Clause: The name of the land is Egypt. 

        
the mountain Carmel (1 Kgs. 18:19) 

Clause: The name of the mountain is Carmel. 

       
the sea of Kinnereth (Num. 34:11) 

Clause: The name of the sea is Kinnereth. 

 (1) Genitive of extent. When the genitive noun names the limit or extent of the nomen 

regens, it is called the genitive of extent. 

        
Water (up to the) ankles (Ezek. 47:3) 

Clause: The water reached to Ezekiel's ankles. 

        
water (up to the) waist (Ezek. 47:4) 

Clause: The water reached to Ezekiel's waist. 

 (m) Genitive of time. When the genitive noun names a point of time for the nomen regens, 

it is called the genitive of time. 

       
at the time of evening (Gen. 24:11) 

Clause: The time was evening. 

        
at the time of noon (Jer. 20:16) 

Clause: The time was noon. 

 (n) The cognate genitive of comparison. When the genitive noun is the determinate plural 

of the construct noun, it is called the cognate genitive of comparison. This is an idiom that ex-

presses the superlative degree of comparison with respect to members of the class named by the 

nouns. 
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the song of songs, 

or the best song (Song 1:1) 

        
the Holy of Holies, 

or the Most Holy (place) (Exod. 26:34) 

                      
God of gods and Lord of lords (Deut. 10:17) 

 (3) The construct adjective relationship. When a noun is the nomen rectum of a construct 

adjective, it is in the genitive case. Adjectives take the construct form in only very limited circum-

stances. 

 (a) Genitive of specification. When the genitive noun names the part to which a construct 

adjective applies, it is called the genitive of specification. When an adjective modifies only a part 

of an object, the adjective takes the construct form and its genitive names the part. 

      
stiff of neck or stiff-necked (Exod. 32:9) 

Clause: The necks of the people are stiff. 

                
handsome in form and handsome in appearance (Gen. 39:6) 

Clause: The form of Joseph was handsome and his appearance was handsome. 

 (b) Genitive of comparison. When the genitive noun names the class of a thing being com-

pared by a construct superlative adjective, it is called the genitive of comparison. 

                  
the best of his own field and the best of his own vineyard (Exod. 22:5 [4]) 

             
the best of the sheep and oxen (1 Sam. 15:9,15) 

         
in the best of the land (Gen. 47:6,11) 

          
the best of the devoted things (1 Sam. 15:21) 

            
to the best (place) in the house of the women (Est. 2:9) 

       
the youngest of his sons (2 Chr. 21:17) 

             
from the greatest to the least of them (Jon. 3:5) 

(The pronouns are in the genitive case.) 
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 2.3.6.3 The accusative case. The accusative case is associated with eight syntactic roles. 

 (1) The objective accusative. When the noun is the direct object of a transitive verb, it takes 

the accusative case. Hebrew usually uses the particle  with a determinate accusative of direct 

object. The  is the sign of a determinate accusative; it is not translated. 

           
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1) 

The nondeterminate accusative direct object does not use .  

     
And the earth brought forth grass (Gen 1:12) 

 With verbs requiring two accusatives, determinate accusatives are preceded by , and 

nondeterminate accusatives are not. 

Examples of one determinate and one nondeterminate accusative: 

                  
Then he built of the stones an altar (1 Kgs. 18:32) 

               
he made his sons judges (1 Sam. 8:1) 

                          
And the Lord God formed man of dust (Gen. 2:7) 

Example of two determinate accusatives: 

                  
You shall teach them to your children (Deut. 11:19) 

 (2) The cognate accusative. For certain kinds of emphasis Hebrew may use an accusative 

noun derived from the same root letters as the verb; such an accusative noun is called a cognate 

accusative. This idiom is used to express intensity, concreteness, and so forth. 

           
Literally: There they feared a fear (Psa. 14:5) 

Expressing the idiom of intensity: They are in great fear there. 

         
Literally: and they conspired a conspiracy (2 Kgs. 12:20 [21]) 

Expressing concreteness: And they made a conspiracy. 

 (3) The accusative of part. Hebrew uses the accusative to express the part or member spe-

cially affected by the action. 
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he was diseased in his feet (1 Kgs. 15:23) 

          
let us not strike him in the life (Gen. 37:21) 

(i.e., let us not kill him) 

 

                   
For you have struck all my enemies on the cheek bone. (Psa. 3:7 [8]) 

 (4) The temporal accusative. Hebrew uses the accusative to express duration of time. The 

accusative is identified by the absence of a preposition and by the use of the accusative particle   

when the noun of time is determinate. 

Examples of determinate time period: 

                      
unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days (Exod. 13:7) 

                                           
I prostrated myself before the Lord forty days and forty nights (Deut. 9:25) 

Examples without  (note absence of prepositions): 

                   
And you shall eat dust all the days of your life (Gen. 3:14) 

          
stay this night (Ruth 3:13) 

           
he reigned two years (2 Sam. 2:10) 

          
and he sent them away by night (Josh. 8:3) 

 (5) The spatial accusative. Hebrew uses the accusative of space to express extent or termi-

nation with verbs of motion. Like the temporal accusative, it is identified by the absence of prep-

ositions and by the use of the accusative particle   when the place is determinate. 

Examples of determinate place with . 

             
and go up to the mountains (Num. 13:17) 
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and we went through all that great and fearful wilderness (Deut. 1:19)59 

Example without : 
        

and go out to the field (Gen. 27:3) 

 (6) Accusative of reason. Hebrew uses an accusative noun (or phrase) to state a reason for 

the verbal action. 

                      
You will not go there for fear of briars and thorns (Isa. 7:25) 

 (7) Adverbial accusative.60 Hebrew uses the accusative to express manner; nouns used ad-

verbially without prepositions are regarded as accusatives. The particle   is not used in this con-

struction. See the later discussion on adverbs.  

         
and you dwelt in safety (1 Sam. 12:11) 

                 
and make you walk upright (Lev. 26:13) 

 (8) Accusative of subject. Occasionally Hebrew uses the accusative anomalously with the 

subject of a verb, frequently so with impersonal passives. 

                  
the iron (ax head) fell into the water (2 Kgs. 6:5) 

                      
Or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them (Num. 11:22) 

                    
and the words of Esau were told to Rebekah (Gen. 27:42) 

2.3.7 The Negation Attribute61 

 The negation attribute designates the positive or negative meaning of a given substantive. 

The lexicon records the positive meaning. The negative meaning may be specified by antonyms 

or by affixing the negative morpheme. Associated with the negation attribute are two attribute 

values (positive, negative) and two morphemes (a zero morpheme, the negative morpheme). The 

positive attribute is designated by the zero morpheme.  

 

59 See also Judg. 19:18; Ezek. 21:25. 

60 Categories (4), (5), and (6) above may also be regarded as adverbial accusatives. 

61 GKC § 152; RJW, 406.  
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 The negative is regarded herein as a morpheme, not as a separate word. It is much like 

English non- and un-. Several reasons justify regarding the negative as a morpheme.  

 (1) In all instances, the negative immediately precedes the substantive; nothing may inter-

vene. (2) If the substantive requires the inseparable preposition, it is attached to the negative.  

ל  רָאֵֵּ֑ יִשְׁ ים לְׁ ים רַבִֹ֖ יָמִֵ֥ ת ולְׁ וְׁ י אֱמֶָ֗ א׀ אֱלֹהִֵ֣ ִֹ֣ ה ו לְׁ ל ן מוֹרֶֹ֖ א כהֵֵֹ֥ ָֹ֛ ה׃ לְׁ ל א תוֹרֶָֽ ֵֹ֥  ל
For a long time Israel has been without the true God, without a teaching priest, and without law; 

(2 Chr. 15:3) 

 The usual negative is ֹ62.לא Hebrew substantives are usually used with their positive mean-

ing and there is no morpheme to designate it as such. The opposite, negative, or antithetical mean-

ing of a substantive is expressed by the use of the prepositive morpheme ֹלא, usually joined to the 

substantive with Maqqeph. ֹלא is used for unconditional negation, referring to that which is not a 

member of the class named by the noun.  

     
as if a staff could lift up, (as if it were) not wood! (Isa. 10:15) 

       
For He is not a man, that He should relent. (1 Sam. 15:29) 

      
Literally: Not a man of words am I. (Exod. 4:10)63 

NKJV: I am not eloquent. 

Examples of a negated nomen rectum governing a construct: 

       
a sword not of man and a sword not of mankind (Isa. 31:8) 

    
a morning without clouds (2 Sam. 23:4) 

Examples of negated substantives governed by an inseparable preposition: 

. . .   
by (what is) not God . . . by (those who are) not a nation (Deut. 32:21) 

    
you who rejoice in naught (Amos 6:13)64 

 

62 It negates a noun 228 times. 

63 See also Isa. 31:3.  

64 Some translations render this phrase as the name of a place: Lo-dabar. 
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sworn by (those that are) not gods (Jer. 5:7)65 

 Occasionally other negatives are used with nouns. The following sections discuss their us-

age and special sense. 

 The negative אַיִן. Sometimes a substantive is negated by אַיִן, with the meaning “without.” 

This negative also intervenes between the substantive and inseparable prepositions. 

      
He shall die for lack of instruction (Prov. 5:23) 

        
and cedar trees without number (1 Chr. 22:4) 

However, normally when אַיִן precedes a noun it is the negative copulative of a predicate nomina-

tive clause in which the noun has first position prominence. 

 The negative  לִי לִי Sometimes a substantive is negated by 66.בְׁ -with the meaning “with ,בְׁ

out.” This negative also intervenes between the substantive and inseparable prepositions. 

       
Can the reeds flourish without water? (Job 8:11) 

       
who kills his neighbor unintentionally (Deut. 4:42) 

      
and opened its mouth beyond measure (Isa. 5:14) 

 The negative תִי תִי Sometimes a substantive is negated by 67.בִלְׁ -with the meaning “with ,בִלְׁ

out,” or “not.” 
    

Literally: a smiting without withdrawal (Isa. 14:6)68 

NKJV: a continual stroke 

 

65 Other examples: 2 Chr. 13:9; Psa. 44:13; Prov. 13:23; Job 10:22; Jer. 22:13; Hos. 1:9, 2:25. 

66 It negates a noun 29 times: Deut. 4:42; 19:4; Josh. 20:3; 20:5; Job 4:11;  6:6;  8:11;  24:7;  24:8;  24:10;  

30:8;  31:19;  31:39;  33:9;  34:6;  35:16;  36:12;  38:2;  38:41;  39:16;  41:25;  42:3; Psa. 59:5; 63:2; Isa. 5:13; 5:14; 

28:8; Jer. 9:9; Zep. 3:6. 

67 It negates a noun 7 times: Gen. 43:3, 5; Num. 32:12; Job 14:12; Isa. 14:6; Ezek. 16:28; Dan. 11:18. 

68 Note that the negative is between a construct noun and its nomen rectum. 
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 The negative 69.אֶפֶס Sometimes a substantive may be negated by אֶפֶס. This negative also 

intervenes between the substantive and inseparable prepositions. 

   
Till (there is) no place (Isa. 5:8) 

       
and they are spent without hope (Job 7:6) 

      
in the lack of people (is) the downfall of a prince (Prov. 14:28) 

 The negative 70.אַל Although אַל is used almost exclusively with verbs, it sometimes ne-

gates nouns when the context is non-indicative, speech, or poetry. 

י וְׁ  ו־מוסָרִֵ֥ חֶֽ סֶף קְׁ     אַל־כֵָּ֑

Receive my instruction, and not silver. (Prov. 8:10) 

י וְׁ  רִָ֗ כְׁ יך נָ֜ לאֹ־פִֵּ֑ ךִ֣ זִָ֣ר וְׁ הַלֶלְׁ ייְׁ פָתֶֶֽ  ׃ ך אַל־שְׁ
Let another man praise you, and not your own mouth;  

A stranger, and not your own lips. (Prov. 27:2) 

It is used with a noun, וֶת אֶל־    no death” (Prov. 12:28). The early versions, however, read“ ,אַל־מֶָֽ

 ”.to death“ ,מָוֶת

2.4 Modifiers of Nouns 

 Nouns form phrases by being modified by various parts of speech. They may be modified 

by adjectives, adverbs, quantifiers, other nouns, pronouns, and dependent clauses. The syntax of 

noun phrases is discussed in Chapter 16. 

2.5 The Syntactic Slots of Nouns 

 Nouns function in several syntactic roles in language. They occupy the subject and object 

slots of sentences, the predicate nominative slot, the object slot of a preposition, the casus pendens 

slot, and the adverbial accusative slot. These syntactic roles of nouns are discussed in subsequent 

chapters. 

2.6 Summary 

 This chapter discusses the definition, classification, derivation, and attributes of nouns. 

 

69 It negates a noun 7 times: Job 7:6; Prov. 14:28; 26:20; Isa. 5:8; 41:12; 45:14; Dan. 8:25. 

70 It negates a noun 9 times: 2 Sam. 1:21 2x; Psa. 83:2; Prov. 8:10; 12:28; 17:12; 27:2; Isa. 62:6; Joel 2:13. 
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Definition 

 A noun is the name of a person, animal, place, thing, quality, state, idea, or action. 

Classification 

There are at least the following classes of nouns: (1) common nouns, (2) proper nouns, (3) Gentilic 

nouns, (4) concrete nouns, (5) countable nouns, (6) measurable nouns, (7) abstract nouns, and (8) 

characteristic nouns. 

Derivation 

 Some Hebrew nouns are primary nouns that seem to exhibit no dependence on other words. 

Other nouns seem to be derived from a corresponding verb, noun, or adjective. 

Attributes 

 Nouns have seven information bearing attributes. Each of these attributes may assume one 

of several attribute values. The following table lists the attributes and the attribute values each may 

assume: 

 Attribute  Attribute Values  

1. Number singular plural (dual = plural) 

2. Gender masculine feminine 

3. Determination determinate non-determinate 

4. Person first second third 

5. Range free (absolute) bound (construct) 

6. Case nominative genitive accusative 

7. Negation positive negative 

Slots 

Subject slot:  Ns + Q (Q = predicate) 

Object of verb slot : V + No (V = verb) 

Predicate nominative slot: Vc + N (Vc = copulative verb) 

Object of preposition slot: P + N (P = preposition) 

Casus pendens slot: N + S (S = sentence/clause) 

Adverbial accusative slot S + Nd 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 3 

The Syntactic Attributes of Hebrew Adjectives 

 This chapter presents the characteristics of Hebrew adjectives associated with their syntac-

tic relationships in phrases and clauses. The details of phonology and morphology are not consid-

ered except where it is necessary to relate the material to “transformational” concepts in prepara-

tion for subsequent chapters. The chapter is foundational, not an exhaustive treatment of all the 

particulars of Hebrew adjectives. 

 There are 357 words classified as adjectives in the WTS text, occurring a total of 9,517 

times. Table 3.1 lists the number of adjectives by frequency distribution. 

Table 3.1 

Frequency Distribution of Adjectives 

Frequency Number of Adjectives 

<= 10 249 

11 to 50 76 

51 to 100 15 

101 to 200 8 

201 to 300 3 

301 to 400 2 

401 to 500 1 

501 to 600 1 

601 to 800 1 

> 800 1 

 It is evident that most adjectives occur infrequently and relatively few occur very often. In 

fact 97 occur only once, only 17 occur more than 100 times, and only 4 occur more than 400 times. 

Table 3.2 lists the 17 adjectives occurring more than 100 times. Actually, the two most frequent 

ones function as demonstrative pronouns, not adjectives. 
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Table 3.2 

List of Most Frequent Adjectives 

Adjective Meaning Frequency 

 this 1781 זֶה 

 this 746 אֵלֶה 

 great 524 גָדוֹל 

 many 405 רַב 

 good 373 טוֹב

 evil 310 רַע 

 wicked 263 רָשָע 

 evil 253 רָעָה 

 righteous 206 צַדִיק

 first 182 רִאשוֹן 

 old 178 זָקֵן

 another 166 אַחֵר 

 mighty 159 גִבוֹר 

 wise 138 חָכָם 

 upright 119 יָשָר

 living 119 חַי

 holy 116 קָדוֹש

 

3.1 Adjective Defined 

 Adjectives are words that modify nouns by defining the values of their characteristics, their 

comparison with other nouns, or their capability or suitability to verbal ideas. Besides these se-

mantic distinctives, adjectives differ from nouns in their morphology and their syntactic role. 

Nouns have an independent value of gender,1 and inflect only for their given gender, either 

 

1 The morphological gender of a given noun is determined by the semantic culture of the Hebrew people. 

The value is defined by the dictionary, external to any text or discourse. Thus, in a given text, the gender attribute of 

nouns is an independent variable. 
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masculine or feminine; adjectives have a dependent value of gender, and inflect for either gender, 

depending on the gender of the noun they modify.  

 Nouns are either singular or plural, depending on the semantics of the discourse—that is, 

the value of their number attribute is defined external to grammar and syntax; for adjectives the 

value of the number attribute is defined by the rules of syntax—that is, its value is dependent on 

the number attribute of the noun it modifies. Some nouns may inflect in the dual form for express-

ing the plural; adjectives have no dual form. In the construct form, most common nouns may gov-

ern another noun in the genitive case; adjectives enter this construction under very limited condi-

tions. However, the greatest difference is that adjectives have their own syntactic slots.2 

 There are two types of adjectives: (1) common adjectives, and (2) derived adjectives. Com-

mon adjectives define characteristics, and derived adjectives express comparison, capability, or 

suitability. Words expressing quantity are treated as a separate part of speech (quantifiers) in Chap-

ter 7.  

3.2 Common Adjectives 

 The entities of human discourse belong to various classes, and common nouns are the 

names of those classes. Entities are defined by the classes to which they belong. They may also be 

defined by the characteristics they possess; common adjectives are the value names of those char-

acteristics. 

 The name of a characteristic functions as a noun, whereas the value of the characteristic 

functions as an adjective. The name of the characteristic may be regarded as the class name of the 

set of values the characteristic may assume. For example, the characteristic “size” is the class name 

for the set of “size-values” such as “huge, large, big, . . . little, small, tiny, . . .” A class of objects 

that possess the characteristic “size” has a “size-value” to correspond with each member of the 

class. For example, the class “boy” possesses the characteristic “size,” thus each boy in the class 

has a “size-value” that defines his size with respect to all other boys. All boys with the same “size-

value” form a sub-class of boys with a common characteristic value. The clause “These boys are 

small” defines a sub-class of boys that may be referred to as “small boys.” 

 Common adjectives usually come in pairs, a value and its symmetrical opposite. 

 

2 It is true that an adjective may occupy the slot of a noun, but this is not the primary slot of an adjective; and 

this occurs only by the accidents of syntax—that is, it sits there only because the noun it modifies has been elided by 

the law of deletion (§ 14.3.3; 19.4). 



Chapter 3 The Syntactic Attributes of Adjectives  

 

 

75 

 

   little— big 

   small— large 

   tiny— huge 

 A characteristic such as “size” may be ascribed to an object class as a possession. For 

example: 

   Boys have (the characteristic) size. 

For the clause the boy is big, the underlying deep structure is: 

 There is a boy. 

 Boys have (the characteristic) size. 

 The value of (the characteristic) size for the (previously mentioned) boy is big (as  

 distinguished from other boys of a different size). 

 Common  Adjectives Common Adjectives 

יוֹן    pleasant— נָעִים needy, poor— אֶבְׁ

 speckled— נָקדֹ mighty, valiant— אַבִיר   

 clean, innocent— נָקִי perennial— אֵיתָן  

זָר     blind— עִוֵר  cruel, fierce— אַכְׁ

 dainty— עָנֹג  spotted, marked— בָרדֹ  

 poor— עָנִי fat— בָרִיא  

 naked— עָרוֹם  big, large, great— גָדוֹל   

 sluggish— עָצֵל  insolent, presumptuous— זֵד  

 stripped, streaked— עָקדֹ male— זָכָר   

 barren— עָקָר  hot— חָם   

 ready— עָתִיד new— חָדָש   

 ancient— עַתִיק dark brown, black— חום   

 rich— עָשִיר  wise— חָכָם   

שִי     little, insignificant, young— צָעִיר  free— חָפְׁ

 small— קָטןֹ pure— טָהוֹר   

 easy— קַל  good— טוֹב  

 short, brief— קָצֵר  beloved— יָדִיד   
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 Common  Adjectives Common Adjectives 

 cold— קַר barefooted— יָחֵף  

 hard— קָשֶה  old (opp. of new)— יָשָן  

 bad— רַע  white— לָבָן   

 thin— רַק comely, seemly— נָאוֶה   

 empty, vain— רֵיק  straight, right— נׇכוֹחַ   

רִי      black—  שָחרֹ  foreign, alien— נָכְׁ

 nice (not in the sense of kind, gentle)— יָפֶה    

3.3 Derived Adjectives 

 Adjectives may be derived from nouns, verbs, quantifiers, and other adjectives. 

3.3.1 Adjectives Derived from Nouns 

 Adjectives derived from nouns frequently express the idea “characterized by N.” 

  Noun  Derived Adjective 

מָנָה    מָן widow— אַלְׁ  widowed— אַלְׁ

 outer, external— חִיצוֹן  the outside— חוץ  

שועָה     free, independent— שוֹעַ  salvation— יְׁ

זָב  lie, falsehood— כָזָב     deceptive, disappointing— אַכְׁ

 full of branches— עָנֵף branch, bough— עָנָף  

לָה     uncircumcised— עָרֵל  foreskin— עָרְׁ

 wonderful— פֶלִאי  wonder— פֶלֶא   

לִילִי judge— פָלִיל      calling for judgment— פְׁ

 colored— צָבועַ  dye— צֶבַע  

 just, righteous— צַדִיק righteousness — צֶדֶק  

פוֹנִי  north— צָפוֹן     northern— צְׁ

מוֹן front, east— קֶדֶם    eastern— קַדְׁ

 sacred, holy— קדֶֹש holiness— קדֶֹש  

אָה    jealous— קַנָא  zeal, jealousy— קִנְׁ

       —jealous 
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  Noun  Derived Adjective 

 first, chief— רִאשוֹן  head—  ראֹש 

לִי  foot— רֶגֶל     on foot— רַגְׁ

 compassionate— רַחום  compassion— רַחֲמִים   

 compassionate— רַחֲמָנִי     

 bad, evil— רַע  evil— רַע   

  evil— רָעָה   

 hairy— שָעִיר  hair— שֵעָר   

 middle— תִיכוֹן  midst— תָוֶךְ   

3.3.2 Adjectives Derived from Verbs 

 Hebrew frequently derives adjectives from verbs. Nearly every stative verb has a corre-

sponding adjective that means “characterized by the state V.” Nearly every active verb has a cor-

responding adjective that means “characterized by the action V.” 

 It is often said that in Hebrew stative verbs are only conjugated adjectives. This is probably 

incorrect, but the similar vocalization has led some to this conclusion. Actually it is a linguistic 

coincidence that the stative participle semantically overlaps with the adjective; consequently the 

stative participle usually functions as an adjective. Most adjectives derived from stative verbs are 

common adjectives. English has very few stative verbs, consequently Hebrew statives are usually 

translated into English as the verb BE + the stative adjective. 

Examples of adjectives derived from stative verbs: 

 

   Stative Verb   Adjective 

 long— אׇרֵךְ  it is long— אׇרַךְ   

 guilty— אׇשֵם he is guilty— אׇשֵם  

 thin— דַק it is crushed— דׇקַק  

 with child— הׇרׇה  she is with child—   הׇרׇה  

 old— זׇקֵן  he is old— זׇקֵן  

 united—   הׇבֵר   it is united— הׇבַר   

 unclean— טׇמֵא he is unclean— טׇמֵא  

 



Chapter 3 The Syntactic Attributes of Adjectives  

 

 

78 

 

  Stative Verb   Adjective 

 heavy— כׇבֵד he is heavy— כׇבֵד  

 bitter— מַר it is bitter— מׇרַר   

 stubborn— סַר  he is stubborn— סׇרַר   

 strong— עַז  he is strong— עׇזַז   

 deep— עׇמֵק it is deep— עָמֹק  

 poor, afflicted— עׇנִי he is afflicted—   עׇנׇה  

 thirsty— צׇמֵא he is thirsty— צׇמֵא  

 narrow— צַר  it is narrow— צׇרַר   

 small— קָטןֹ he is small— קָטןֹ  

 small— קׇטׇן    

 approaching— קׇרֵב he is approaching— קׇרַב  

 hungry— רָעֵב  he is hungry— רָעֵב   

 satisfied— שׇבֵעַ  he is satisfied—    שׇבַע  

 quiet— שׇלֵו  it is quiet— שׇלׇה   

 Stative verbs sometimes have derived adjectives other than the stative participle. Some 

have the form of the passive participle or the infinitive absolute. 
 

   Stative Verb  Adjective  

 treacherous— בָגוֹד  he is treacherous— בׇגַד   

 crushed— דַכׇא it is crushed— דׇכׇא  

 high— גָבהַֹ  it is high— גׇבַהּ   

 strong, mighty— גִבוֹר  he is strong— גָבַר   

 great— גָדוֹל  he is great— גׇדַל   

 sinful— חַטָא he is sinful— חׇטׇא  

 smooth— חָלָק  it is smooth— חׇלַק   

 alive— חַי he lives— חׇיׇה   

 gracious— חַנון  he is gracious— חׇנַן   

 kind, pious— חׇסִיד he is kind, good— חׇסַד   
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   Stative Verb  Adjective  

 deaf— חֵרֵש  he is silent— חׇרֵש   

 clean— טָהוֹר  he is clean— טׇהַר    

 white— לָבָן  it is white— לׇבֵן   

 sweet— מָתוֹק it is sweet— מָתֹק  

 foolish— נָבָל  he is foolish— נׇבַל   

 pleasant— נָעִים he is pleasant— נׇעֵם   

עָמֹק     —it is deep קוֹעָמ  —deep 

 shrewd— עָרום  he is shrewd— עָרםֹ   

ר עָשֵ     —he is rich  עָשִיר —rich 

ח פִסַ     —it is limp  ַפִסֵח —limp 

בקָרַ     —he is approaching  קָרוֹב —near 

 broad, wide— רָחָב  it expanded— רָחַב   

ם רָחַ     —he is compassionate  ָחום ר  —compassionate 

 black— שָחֹר  it is black— שָחַר   

 Many adjectives are derived from active verbs. Some have the form of the passive partici-

ple. 

Examples of adjectives derived from active verbs: 

  Active Verbs Adjective 

תכָתַ     —he beat, crushed כָתִית —crushed, beaten 

ד he taught— לִמֵד    taught— לִמֻׁ

 speedy, swift— מַהֵר  he hastened— מִהַר   

סָלַח      — he forgave  סַלָח —forgiving 

יוֹן  he ascended— עָלָה     high— עֶלְׁ

 exultant— עׇלֵז  he exulted— עׇלַז   

 exultant— עַלִיז     

 twisted— עִקֵש he twisted— עִקֵש  
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  Active Verbs Adjective 

ץעָרַ     —he caused to tremble עָרוץ —dreadful 

ץיעָרִ       —awe-inspiring 

קעָתַ     —he advanced, grew old עַתִיק —removed, old 

 eminent, surpassing— עָתִיק    

 attentive— קַשָב he attended— קָשַב  

ב      attentive— קַשֻׁ

 apostate— שוֹבָב turned back— שוב  

 apostate— שוֹבֵב    

 hired— שָכִיר  he hired— שָכַר   

 domineering— שַלִיט  he dominated— שָלַט   

3.3.3 Adjectives Derived from Quantifiers 

 A few adjectives are derived from quantifiers. Although ordinal numbers may be regarded 

by some grammarians as adjectives, they are treated as a special class of quantifiers in this work. 

  Quantifier Adjective 

 entire, perfect— כׇלִל  all— כלֹ   

 great— רַב  much, many— רַב   
 

3.3.4 Adjectives Derived from Adjectives.  

 A few adjectives are derived from other adjectives. 

  Adjective    Derived Adjective 

זָר    זָרִי  cruel, fierce— אַכְׁ  cruel— אַכְׁ

מוֹן   מֹנִי  eastern— קַדְׁ  eastern— קַדְׁ

 first— רִאשוֹנִי  former, chief— רִאשוֹן   
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3.4 The Attributes of Adjectives 

 Adjectives have five information3 bearing attributes in addition to lexical meaning. Each 

attribute may assume one of several values. The attributes are as follows: 

 1. Number 

 2. Gender 

 3. Determination 

 4. Range 

 5. Negation 

 The first four are specified by morphemes much like those of nouns, the fifth by a prepos-

itive negative particle. Historically, as in the situation of nouns (§ 2.3.6), Hebrew adjectives also 

had the attribute of case, and syntax required the adjective to agree with the case of the modified 

noun.4 But the case morpheme no longer exists and case has no practical function in Biblical He-

brew for adjectives. 

 The attributes of number, gender and determination are required by syntax to be in agree-

ment with the associated attribute values of the modified substantive. These attributes serve merely 

as tags to associate the given adjective with the substantive it modifies; they have no meaning apart 

from the noun of reference. The attributes and morphemes are usually in exact correspondence for 

adjectives. 

3.4.1 The Number Attribute 

 Associated with the number attribute of adjectives are two attribute values (singular, plu-

ral).5  

 3.4.1.1 The singular number. The singular is used when the noun of reference is grammat-

ically singular. For nouns for which the number attribute is meaningless and the morpheme is used 

to express other information, the agreement between noun and adjective varies. Plurals of respect 

may be modified with either singular or plural adjectives. 

 

 

3 The information conveyed by number, gender, and determination is grammatical, not semantic. These at-

tributes of adjectives are dependent variables. Their values are determined by syntactic role, not by any semantic 

information external to grammar. 

4 C. H. Gordon, Ugaritic Textbook (Rome, Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1965) 8.72, 13.20. 

5 An adjective takes the plural attribute and morpheme when it modifies a dual noun. Of the 9,517 instances 

of an adjective, 6,731 are singular and 2,786 are plural. 
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ים    יםאֱלֹהִֵ֥    חַיִֶֽ

the living God (1 Sam. 17:26) 

ים    יאֱלֹהִִ֣   חֵַ֔

the living God (2 Kgs. 19:4) 

ים   האֲדנִִֹ֣    קָשֵֶּ֑

a cruel lord (Isa. 19:4) 

Collective nouns are modified by singular adjectives when the collective class is viewed as a 

whole. 

וֹי   א  גִ֣ ם  חֹטֵָ֗ בֶד עַַ֚   עָוֵֹ֔ןכִֶ֣

a sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity (Isa. 1:4) 

 3.4.1.2 The plural attribute. The plural is used when the noun of reference has the plural 

attribute value, that is, with countable nouns with either the dual or plural morpheme. 

ים   יםאֱלֹהִִ֣    אֲחֵרִֵ֔

other gods (Deut. 8:19) 

יִם   וֹתיָדַֹ֖    רָפִ֣

weak hands (Job 4:3) 

 With collectives the plural adjective is used when the named class is viewed as a group of 

individuals. 

ים הָעָם    אִִ֣ צְׁ וֹהַנִמְׁ    עִמֵ֔

the people found with him (1 Sam. 13:15) 

3.4.2 The Gender Attribute 

 Associated with the gender attribute of adjectives are two attribute values (masculine, fem-

inine).6   

 The masculine gender. The masculine is used when the noun of reference has the masculine 

attribute value. 

 The feminine gender. The feminine is used when the noun of reference has the feminine 

attribute value. 

 

6 Whenever the morphological form of a noun contradicts its true semantic gender, the morphological form 

of an attributive adjective agrees with the true semantic gender of the noun, not with its morphological form. Of the 

9,517 instances of an adjective, 6,681 are marked masculine, 2,081 are marked feminine, and 755 are marked both, 

indicating an ambiguous inflection. 
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3.4.3 The Determination Attribute 

 Associated with the determination attribute of adjectives are two values (determinate, non-

determinate).7 The morpheme for encoding the determinate value is the prepositive definite article, 

and the non-determinate value is encoded by a zero morpheme. The concept of determination is 

meaningless for adjectives. The use of the determination attribute for adjectives is purely as a 

syntactic marker to show grammatical relationship. Its value is entirely dependent on the syntactic 

role a given adjective plays. In the attributive slot, the value of the determination attribute is de-

fined by the governing noun. In the predicate slot, the value of the determination attribute takes 

the default value non-determinate when the clause expresses classification and the determinate 

value when it expresses identity.  

 3.4.3.1 For attributive adjectives. Attributive adjectives exhibit agreement of the determi-

nation attribute with that of the modified noun. If the noun is determinate, the attributive adjective 

is determinate, otherwise it is not. 

הָרִים   ים   הֶֶֽ בהִֵֹ֔  הַגְׁ
 hills highthe (Gen. 7:19) 

ת  הַמַסוֹת   דלֵֹֹ֔    הַגְׁ

the great trials (Deut. 29:3) 

 3.4.3.2 For non-attributive adjectives. Non-attributive adjectives, such as predicate adjec-

tives, do not necessarily exhibit determination agreement with the noun of reference. Determina-

tion is defined by the sense required by the context. 

Example of non-determinate predicate adjective: 

ף  י יוֹסֵֵ֔ הִִ֣ פֵה וַיְׁ אַר וִ יְׁ ה־תֹֹ֖ ה׃  יפֵֵ֥ אֶֶֽ  מַרְׁ

Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. (Gen. 39:6) 

(expressing classification) 

Example of determinate predicate adjective: 

וא   ד הִ֣ ןדָוִֹ֖    הַקָטֵָּ֑

David was the youngest (1 Sam. 17:14) 

(expressing identity) 

 

7 Of the 9,517 instances of an adjective, 2,773 have a prepositive definite article.  
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3.4.4 The Range Attribute 

 The range attribute is similar to the range attribute of nouns; it corresponds with the abso-

lute-construct state. Associated with the range attribute are two values (free, bound); the free value 

is encoded by the absolute form of the adjective, and the bound value by the construct form.8 

 The free attribute (absolute morpheme). The free attribute is the most common value used 

with adjectives. The bound attribute is used only in special cases. 

 The bound attribute (construct morpheme). The bound attribute is used in a few instances 

to express the following: 

 (1) The superlative degree with the thing compared in the genitive. 

Example with a genitive noun: 

ן   טֵֹ֥ יוקְׁ    בָנֶָֽ

the smallest of his sons (2 Chr. 21:17) 

Examples with a genitive pronoun: 

   םטוֹבָ  

the best of them (Mic. 7:4) 

דוֹלָֹ֖ מִ   עַד־גְׁ טַנֶָֽ ם וְׁ    םקְׁ

from the greatest to the least of them. (Jon. 3:5) 

 (2) The characteristic named in the genitive. When the characteristic defined by the adjec-

tive is not clear from the context, then the characteristic is named by a genitive. 

                
nice of form and nice of appearance (Gen. 39:6) 

וֹת   הרָעֵ֥ אֶֹ֖   מַרְׁ

bad of appearance (ugly) (Gen. 41:3) 

י־  תכִֶֽ יא׃  טוֹבֵַ֥ ה הִֶֽ אֶֹ֖  מַרְׁ

 for she was good of looks (Est. 1:11) 

 

8 Of the 9,517 instances of an adjective, 8,694 are marked as absolute and 823 are marked as construct. Of 

the construct adjectives, 179 have pronoun suffixes, 397 govern a common noun, 66 govern a determinate noun, 122 

govern a proper noun, 2 govern a participle functioning as a noun (1 Sam. 21:16; Isa. 19:11), 5 govern another adjec-

tive (Ruth 4:1; 2 Kgs. 6:8; Psa. 7:10; 35:16; Ezek. 21:34), 6 govern prepositional phrases, 34 are followed by a con-

junction, 9 are followed by a finite verb, two govern an adverb (Isa. 10:25; 29:17), and one governs an infinitive 

construct (Jer. 13:23). 
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(4) The specification named in the genitive. When the limits of the adjective are not clear 

from the context, then the limit is named by a genitive. 

וֹר   יִדגִבֵ֥    צַֹ֖

mighty in hunting (Gen. 10:9) 

וֹת   רדַקִ֣   בָשֵָּ֑

lean of flesh (Gen. 41:3) 

(5) The object named in the genitive. Adjectives derived from verbs may govern an object. 

In such cases, a construct verbal adjective may govern the object in the genitive. 
 

ם    בֶד עַַ֚   עָוֵֹ֔ןכִֶ֣

a people laden with iniquity (Isa. 1:4) 

 (5) With a  genitive pronoun suffix. A noun may be modified by an adjective; but if the 

noun is redundant, it may be elided as understood, leaving only the adjective standing in its place. 

In this case, the adjective functions as a noun and may govern a genitive pronoun suffix.  

א  רָָ֛ אֶת־כָל־ וַיִקְׁ יִם וְׁ רַֹ֖ י מִצְׁ מֵֵ֥ טֻׁ יהָ אֶת־כָל־חַרְׁ    חֲכָמֵֶּ֑

And he called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men.  (Gen 41:8) 

3.4.5 The Negation Attribute9 

 The negation attribute designates the positive or negative meaning of the given adjective. 

The lexicon records the positive meaning. Associated with the negation attribute are two attribute 

values (positive, negative). The negative meaning is different than the antonym in that it usually 

includes a broader range of values on the quality scale. The negative of a value may imply its 

symmetric opposite; but more likely it implies any value outside the range named, and in the di-

rection of the symmetric opposite. 

Examples:   not little—big, large, huge 

   not small—big, large, huge 

   not big—small, little, tiny 

   not large—small, little, tiny 

 Hebrew adjectives are usually used with their positive meaning. The positive meaning is 

designated by a zero morpheme. The negative meaning is expressed by the use of the prepositive 

 

9 GKC § 152a (n. 1), u and v; RJW 400, 411. 
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particle ֹלא, usually joined to the adjective with Maqqeph. In all cases, ֹלא immediately precedes 

the adjective. 

ם  א חָכֵָ֔ ִֹ֣  (Hos. 13:13 WTT) בֵן  ל

an unwise son (Hos. 13:13) 

וֹב  רֶךְ לאֹ־טֵּ֑    דִֶ֣

a way not good (Psa. 36:5) 

יד  וֹי לאֹ־חָסִֵּ֑   גֵ֥

an ungodly nation (Psa. 43:1) 

ם   א חָכֵָּ֑ ִֹ֣ ל ל וְׁ ם נָבָֹ֖    עֵַ֥

a foolish people and unwise (Deut. 32:6) 

 In Modern Hebrew a determinate negated adjective takes the definite article before the 

negative.10 Although this condition is not found in the Bible, it may be regarded as part of the 

Hebrew used in the literature of that era. 

הַלאֹ־בׇטוחַ   הַמָקוֹם  
the unsafe place 

 Occasionally adjectives are negated by other negative particles, such as   ,    ,     , and 

 .אַל

                   
It is not good to show partiality in judgment. (Prov. 24:23) 

[lit. It is not good to recognize faces in judgment.] 

                 

the shield of Saul, not anointed with oil (2 Sam. 1:21) 

                      
He is unclean, surely he is unclean. (1 Sam. 20:26) 

ו  יֵּ֑ חְׁ עַן תִֶֽ מִַ֣ ע לְׁ אַל־רָֹ֖ וֹב וְׁ שו־טֵ֥    דִרְׁ

Seek good and not evil, That you may live;  (Amos 5:14) 

3.5 The Comparison of Adjectives 

 Hebrew expresses six degrees of comparison: (1) the superlative degree, (2) the superior 

degree, (3) the similar degree, (4) the same degree, (5) the inferior degree, and (6) the most inferior 

degree. Unlike English which has three forms for expressing comparison—tall, taller, tallest; 

 

10 Haiim B. Rosen, A Textbook of Israeli Hebrew, 2nd ed. (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1969) 

p. 45. The fact that the article attaches to the negative supports the premise that the negative is a morpheme. 
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Hebrew has no corresponding morphological forms for such comparison. Hebrew expresses com-

parison by other grammatical and syntactical mechanisms that are discussed in later chapters. 

3.6 Modifiers of Adjectives 

 Adjectives form phrases by being modified by various parts of speech. They may be mod-

ified by nouns, adverbs, qualifiers, and dependent clauses. The syntax of adjective phrases is dis-

cussed in Chapter 15. 

3.7 The Syntactic Slots of Adjectives 

 Adjectives function in several syntactic roles in language. They may occupy the predicate 

adjective slot of copulative sentences, and the attributive slot in noun phrases. In special circum-

stances, an adjective may occupy a noun slot. These syntactic roles of adjectives are discussed in 

subsequent chapters. 

3.8 Summary 

 This chapter discusses the definition, classification, derivation, and attributes of adjectives. 

Definition 

Adjectives are words that modify nouns by defining the value of their characteristics, their com-

parison with other nouns, or their capability or suitability to verbal ideas. 

Common Adjectives 

 Substantives may also be defined by the characteristics they possess; common adjectives 

are the value names of those characteristics. 

Derived Adjectives 

 Adjectives may be derived from nouns, verbs, quantifiers, and other adjectives. 

Attributes 

 Adjectives have five information bearing attributes. Each of these attributes may assume 

one of several values. The following table lists the attributes and the values each may assume: 

 Attribute  Attribute Values  

1. Number singular plural 

2. Gender masculine feminine 

3. Determination determinate non-determinate 

4. Range free (absolute) bound (construct) 
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5. Negation positive negative 

Syntactic Slots  

 Adjectives may stand in three different syntactic slots (English order): 

(1) In the predicate adjective slot of copulative clauses: 

 Ns + Vc + A  (Ns = Subject noun; Vc = copulative verb; A = Adjective) 

(2) In the attributive adjective slot of a noun phrase: 

 N + A 

(3) In a noun slot after the noun it modifies has been elided: 

A → N 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 4 

The Syntactic Attributes of Hebrew Adverbs 

 This chapter presents the characteristics of Hebrew adverbs associated with their syntactic 

relationships in phrases and clauses. The details of phonology and morphology are not considered 

except as they apply to syntax. The content of this chapter is similar to other works on Hebrew 

syntax except where it is necessary to relate the material to “transformational” concepts in prepa-

ration for subsequent chapters. The chapter is foundational, not an exhaustive treatment of all the 

particulars of Hebrew adverbs. 

4.1 Adverbs Defined 

 Traditionally, an adverb is defined as a part of speech that modifies a verb, an adjective, or 

another adverb. This definition is not fully adequate. A study of the Hebrew words traditionally 

classified as adverbs reveals that they fall into several classes that define values for such semantic 

characteristics as time, space, manner, purpose, result, cause, condition, intensity, and so forth. 

These words are found to modify any part of speech that has the given semantic characteristic. 

Verbs usually possess most of these characteristics; thus adverbs are most often found modifying 

verbs (consequently, the name adverb). Adjectives and adverbs possess the characteristic of inten-

sity and are found modified by intensity adverbs. Many nouns have time and space characteristics 

and are found modified by temporal and spatial adverbs. On the other hand, negatives are regarded 

herein as morphemes in Hebrew, not as adverbs. Likewise, quantifiers are treated as a separate 

part of speech. 

4.2 Adverbs Are Sparse 

 There are 88 words classified as adverbs in the WTS text, occurring a total of 7,349 times. 

Table 4.1 lists the number of adverbs by frequency distribution. It is evident that most adverbs 

occur relatively infrequently and relatively few occur very often. In fact 21 occur only once, only 
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17 occur more than 100 times, and only 6 occur more than 400 times. Table 4.2 lists the 17 adjec-

tives occurring more than 100 times.  

Table 4.1 

Frequency Distribution of Adverbs 

Frequency Number of Adverbs 

<= 10 39 

11 to 50 22 

51 to 100 10 

101 to 200 8 

201 to 300 1 

301 to 400 2 

401 to 500 2 

501 to 600 1 

601 to 800 2 

> 800 1 

 As in many languages, adverbial concepts are expressed in Hebrew most often by preposi-

tional phrases or subordinate clauses. Many languages, such as English, have adverbs that express 

an equivalent of a prepositional phrase. Hebrew has a few true adverbs of this kind.1  

 Prepositional Phrase English Hebrew 

 in this place  here   פֹה הֵנָה   

 in that place  there  שָם  

 at this time  now  עַתָה   

 at that time  then  אָז  

Adverbs often are nouns or adjectives that are transformed into adverbs by the addition of an ad-

verbial morpheme. 

Examples from English: 

 Prepositional Phrase  Equivalent Adverb 

 with vigor  vigorously 

 in kindness  kindly 

 like a clock  clockwise 

 

1 These words are actually “pro-adverbs” and function as substitutes for previously defined or understood 

adverbial expressions. See the discussion of substitution transformations in § 19.2.  
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 prompt    promptly 

Table 4.2 

List of Most Frequent Adverbs 

Adverb Meaning Frequency 

 there 834 שָם

 is not 788 אַיִן

 not 729 אַל

 thus 577 כהֹ 

 still 490 עוֹד

 now 433 עַתָה 

 so 388 כֵן

 around 336 סָבִיב

אֹד  very 300 מְׁ

 therefore 200 לָכֵן 

 surely 161 אַךְ

 therefore 155 עַל־כֵן 

 then 141 אָז

 upward 140 מַעַל 

 there is 137 יֵש

 only 109 רַק

 continually 104 תָמִיד

 A few Hebrew adverbs are derived from substantives or adjectives by the addition of an 

adverbial morpheme. 

 Noun or Adjective  Derived Adverb 

נָם truth— אֱמֶת    truly, indeed— אָמְׁ

נָם     מְׁ  truly, verily— אֻׁ

 freely, gratuitously— חִנָם  favor, grace— חֵן   

 vainly— רֵיקָם  empty— רֵיק  
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 Noun or Adjective  Derived Adverb 

אֹם  suddenness— פֶתַע     suddenly— פִתְׁ

שוֹם  three— שָלֹש     three days ago— שִלְׁ

 backwards— אֲחֹרַנִית  back part— אָחוֹר   

ות  רֵּ֑ דרַֹנִית darkness, gloom—   קַדְׁ  mournfully— קְׁ

 Hebrew occasionally uses an accusative noun or noun phrase to express an adverbial idea.2 

At times, Hebrew idiomatically uses a verb to express an adverbial idea. 

רוַ   מַהֵָ֗ הּ תְׁ הּ עַל־יָדָֹ֖ רֶד כַדָָ֛   וַתֹֹּ֧

Then she hurriedly let her pitcher down to her hand (Gen. 24:18) 

(lit. Then she hastened and let down. . .) 

סֶףוַ   ה  יֹֹּ֧ ח אִשָֹ֖ ם וַיִקֵַ֥ רָהָָ֛   אַבְׁ

Abraham again took a wife (Gen. 25:1) 

(lit.: Abraham added and took a wife) 

At times, the infinitive absolute may function as an adverb. This is to be expected because its pri-

mary function seems adverbial. See the discussion of the infinitive absolute in § 6.1.4. 

4.3 Adverbial Classes 

 Hebrew adverbs fall into seven classes according to meaning and syntactic role: interrog-

ative adverbs, temporal adverbs, spatial adverbs, adverbs of manner, adverbs of intensity, assev-

erative adverbs, and qualifying adverbs. 

4.3.1 Interrogative Adverbs 

 Interrogative adverbs pose the questions to which the other classes of adverbs supply the 

answer. 

 (1) Temporal interrogative adverbs and phrases 

 when? (Amos 8:5)— מָתַי  

מָתַי    when? (Exod. 8:5 Heb.)— לְׁ

 how long? (Exod. 10:7)— עַד־מָתַי  

  how long yet? (Jer. 13:27)—  אַחֲרֵי מָתַי עדֹ 

 

2 See § 2.3.6.3 (7) on the adverbial accusative. Muraoka § 102c suggests that a few adjectives may function 

adverbially; but his examples are quantifiers, or they can be understood as accusative substantives functioning adver-

bially. 
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 ?how long?, how often— כַמָה   

 ?until when?, how long— עַד־מָה  

 (2) Spatial interrogative adverbs 

 where? (Hos 13:10, 14)— אֱהִי  

 ?where— אֵי  

 ?where— אַיֵה   

י־זִֶ֣ה     ?where— אֵֶֽ

 ?where— אֵיפֹה   

 ?where— אָן  

 ?from where— מֵאֵין  

 (3) Manner interrogative adverbs 

אֵיךְ      —how? 

 ?how— אֵיכָה   

 ?how— אֵיכָכָה    

 (4) Purpose interrogative adverbs 

 ?why— לָמָה   

 ?why?, wherefore— מַדועַ   

 (5) Reason interrogative adverb 

 ?why?, for what reason— לָמָה   

 (6) Cause interrogative adverb 

 ?because of what— יַעַן מֶה   

 (7) Condition interrogative adverb 

 ?wherefore?, upon what ground— עַל־מָה   

 (8) Intensity interrogative adverb 

 ?how much— כַמָה   
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4.3.2 Temporal Adverbs 

 Temporal adverbs name values for temporal characteristics. They answer the adverbial 

question when? (לָמָה ,מָתַי, etc.), and they modify verbals and substantives that have the named 

temporal characteristic. The following are some of the more common temporal adverbs: 

פָנִים  then, at that time— אָז    formerly— לְׁ

 in time past, of old— מֵאָז afterwards— אַחַר   

 still, yet, again, besides— עוֹד yesterday— אֶמֶש  

אָה     now— עַתָה  onwards— הָלְׁ

שוֹם  by day— יוֹמָם    ,three days ago— שִלְׁ

בָר     already     day before yesterday— כְׁ

 always— תָמִיד now— כהֹ   

 In addition, several nouns of time are used adverbially in the accusative case. 

מוֹל מוֹל ,תְׁ מוֹל  ,אֶתְׁ מול ,אִתְׁ שוֹם yesterday, recently, formerly (usually with—אֶתְׁ  .(שִלְׁ

ימַֹיִם  today— הַיוֹם     —for two days 

לָה     tomorrow— מָחָר  last night— הַלַיְׁ

 once (at an indefinite time)— פַעַם  at evening— הַעֲרֵב   

רַיִם  now— הַפַעַם     at noon— צָהֳּ

כֵם     anciently, of old— קֶדֶם at early morning— הַשְׁ

לָה     יוֹמָם וָלָיְׁ  —by day and night  רֶגַע —for a moment 

4.3.3 Spatial Adverbs 

 Spatial adverbs name values for spatial characteristics. They answer the adverbial ques-

tions where? (אַיֵה, etc.), from where? ( מֵאֵין), and so forth. They modify verbals and substantives 

with the named spatial characteristic. The following are some of the more common spatial adverbs: 

לָה  behind— אַחַר     upwards— מָעְׁ

 before and behind— מִפָנִים ומֵאָחוֹר  backward— אֲחֹרַנִית   

אָה      all around— סָבִיב  ,out there, onwards— הָלְׁ

    further מִשָם —thence 

 here, hither— .וֹפ or  פֹה here— הֲלֹם   
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נִימָה  here, hither— הֵנָה      inward— פְׁ

 on high— רוֹם  here— כהֹ    

פָנִים     there, thither— שָם forward— לְׁ

 thither— שָמָה downwards— מַטָה  

 beneath— תַחַת  above— מִמָעַל  

 on every side—  סָבִיב  

 Directional adverbs of space are formed by attaching the locative  to nouns of place, in-

cluding proper place names. 

   Noun  Adverb 

תָה  house— בַיִת    inward— בָיְׁ

 outward— חוצָה  outside— חוץ  

רושָלַם    מָה  Jerusalem— יְׁ רושָלַיְׁ  to Jerusalem— יְׁ

רַיִם    מָה  Egypt— מִצְׁ רָיְׁ  to Egypt— מִצְׁ

 eastward— קָדִימָה east— קָדִים  

מָה east— קֶדֶם    eastward— קֵדְׁ

 Occasionally, nouns of space are used adverbially in the accusative case. 

                   
one hundred cubits toward the east and the north (Ezek. 40:19) 

        
let us go out into the field (1 Sam. 20:11) 

4.3.4 Adverbs of Manner 

 Adverbs of manner define the manner in which a verbal action takes place. They answer 

the question how? ( ךְאֵי  and modify only verbals. The following are some of the ,(אֵיכָכָה ,אֵיכָה ,

more common adverbs of manner: 

 quickly, speedily— מַהֵר  truly, really— אֱמֶת  

הֵרָה safely— בֶטַח     hastily—  מְׁ

אֹם  freely, gratuitously— חִנָם     suddenly— פִתְׁ

דרַֹנִית together— יַחַד    as mourners— קְׁ

דָו     swiftly— קַל  together— יַחְׁ
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 thus hm*or —haughtily— כהֹ   

 emptily, vainly— רֵיקָם  so, thus— כֵן  

בַד   לְׁ + pronoun —alone  כָכָה —thus 

 entirely, wholly—   כָלִיל  gently—  אַט  

4.3.5 Adverbs of Intensity 

 Adverbs of intensity name the intensity or degree of an action or characteristic. They an-

swer the question how much? (כַמָה); they modify verbals, adjectives, and other adverbs. There 

are only a few. 

עַט more— יוֹתֵר     a little— מְׁ

אֹד   עַט very— מְׁ עַט מְׁ  very little— מְׁ

אֹד   אֹד  מְׁ  very much— מְׁ

4.3.6 Asseverative Adverbs 

 Asseverative adverbs express some degree of emphasis; they modify clauses as a pre-

positive. The following are some of the more common asseverating adverbs: 

נָה verily, of a truth— אֲבָל     truly, indeed— אָמְׁ

נָם   surely— אַךְ   נָם  אָמְׁ מְׁ  truly, indeed— אֻׁ

 surely— אָכֵן  

 Although   אָמֵן  is classified as an adverb meaning “verily, truly,”3 it is used only in response 

to a curse, oath, salutatory message, or doxology. It stands alone, not modifying other expressions. 

Therefore, it seems better to understand the word as an uninflected stative verb meaning “it is 

true!” or “may it be true!” 

4.3.7 Qualifying Adverbs 

 Qualifying adverbs express some restriction or emphasis upon the word, phrase, or clause 

it modifies. These adverbs are prepositives; they may modify a variety of parts of speech. 

 Restrictive adverbs place a limitation on the words they modify. The more common ones 

are: 

 

3 BDB p. 53. 
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 only— אֶפֶס  

 only— אַךְ  

 only, except (after neg.)— רַק  

 perhaps—   אולַי  

 Emphatic adverbs place emphasis on the words they modify. The more common ones are: 

 even, yea— אַף  

 even, yea— גַם   

 The Existential Adverb יֵש 4.3.8

 in הָיָה is classified as an adverb, but it functions as a substitute for the copulative verb יֵש 

certain syntactic contexts. It occurs 137 times in the Old Testament. It always occurs in direct 

discourse (quotations) except in Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Lamentations where perhaps 

one may assume the language is the vernacular. Excluding initial conjunctions and particles, it is 

always at the head of the clause except for the few instances where one of the clause constituents 

is granted position prominence.4 It may function as a substitute for the copulative verb הָיָה when 

it would be in the timeless perfect aspect. It also stands in place of הָיָה when it functions as the 

auxiliary verb along with participle to express the timeless durative aspect. It may take a subject 

pronoun as a suffix.5 

 In copulative clauses, יֵש is found in the existential clause, the predicate nominative clause, 

the predicate adverb clause, the clause of possession, but not in the predicate adjective clause. 

When the subject of the clause is a pronoun it is attached as a suffix to יֵש. 

ךאִם־ י יֶשְׁ כִֵ֔ יחַ דַרְׁ לִִ֣ ־נָא  מַצְׁ  

If You will now prosper my way (Gen 24:42) 

The existential copulative clause declares the existence of its predicate complement. It has only 

one constituent besides יֶש—a substantive phrase.6 

 

4 Judg. 19:19; 1Sam. 21:5; Eccl. 8:6; Isa. 43:8. 

ךָ 5 ם  ;(Gen. 24:42; 43:4; 44:20; Judg. 6:36) יֶשְׁ כֶֶ֙ נ֜וֹ ;(Gen. 24:49; Deut. 13:4) יֶשְׁ  ;Deut. 29:14; 1Sam. 14:39) יֶשְׁ

23:23; Est. 3:8). 

6 1Sam. 21:5; 1 Kgs. 18:10; 2 Kgs. 9:15; Job 11:18; 33:32; Prov. 19:18; 20:15; 23:18; 24:14; Eccl. 1:10; 2:21; 

4:8; 5:12; 6:1; 8:14x3; 9:4; 10:5; Isa. 43:8; Jer. 31:6; Lam. 3:29. 
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לָכָה יֶש־ וֹי ומַמְׁ גִ֤  
There is a nation and a kingdom (1 Kgs. 18:10) 

 Sometimes the predicate complement is a relative pronoun clause functioning as a sub-

stantive.7 

וֹד  י יֶש־עֵ֔ ול הֲכִִ֣ ית שָאֵּ֑ בִֵ֣ ר לְׁ ר נוֹתַֹ֖ אֲשֵֶ֥  
Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul (2 Sam. 9:1) 

With an elided complement, it serves as an affirmative answer to a question posed with 8:יֶש 

אמֶר ַֹּ֕ הו   הֲיֵֵ֥ש  וַי יָ  מְׁ אמֶר יִרְׁ ִֹ֤ הוֵָּ֑ה וַי ת יְׁ ר מֵאִֵ֣ שדָבָֹ֖ יֵֵ֔  
The king  . . . said, 

"Is there any word from the LORD?" 

And Jeremiah said, "There is."  (Jer. 37:17) 

 The predicate nominative clause declares some classification of its subject; the predicate 

complement names the classification. The subject stands next to יֶש. 

יךְ ין הֲיֵֹּ֧ש בֵית־אָבִָ֛ נו לָלִֶֽ וֹם לָֹ֖ ׃ מָקֵ֥  
Is your father’s house a place for us to lodge? (Gen. 24:23) 

The predicate adverb clause defines some adverbial characteristic of its subject. The predicate 

complement usually is governed by an adverbial preposition. When the preposition governs a pro-

noun, the phrase usually stands next to 9.יֵש  

יִל  בָם  יֶש־ שֵי־חֵַ֔ אַנְׁ  
Competent men are among them (Gen. 47:6) 

 When the preposition governs a noun phrase, its phrase usually takes the third slot.10 

ה  הוֵָ֔ וֹם הַזֵֶּ֑ה יִֵ֣ש יְׁ בַמָקֹ֖  
The LORD is in this place (Gen. 28:16) 

 

7 Neh. 5:2, 3, 4. 

8 1 Sam. 9:12; 2 Kgs. 10:15. 

שׁ־ב 9  ;Gen. 47:6; Num. 13:20; Deut. 29:17x2; Judg. 18:14; 1 Sam. 9:11; 14:39; 20:8; 23:23; 2 Sam. 14:32) י 

Ezr. 10:44; Job 6:30; Jer. 14:22; 23:26; Jon. 4:11; Mal. 1:14); ֵ֣ ת  י  ַֽ שׁ א   (Gen. 23:8; 2 Kgs. 2:16; 3:12; 10:15; Prov. 3:28)   

ֵ֥ש ע   ;(Job 33:23) י֤שׁ עָל םי   (2 Chr. 16:9);  חַת שׁ תַַֽ יֵּ (1Sam. 21:4); ן שׁ מ  ין (Neh. 5:5) יֵֵּ֙  .(Job 9:33) י ש־ב 

10 With ב (Gen. 8:24; Gen. 28:16; 42:1; 42:2; Exod. 17:7; Num. 22:29; 2 Kgs. 4:2; 5:8; 2 Chr. 25:8; Job 6:6; 

Psa. 7:4; 73:11; 135:17); ן ם ;(Lam. 1:12) כְ  ;(Isa. 44:8; Jer. 37:17) מ  חַת ;(Judg. 6:13) ע  י ;(Job 16:4) תַ֤ פְנֵּ  ;Prov. 14:12) ל 

ת ;(16:25 ַֽ  .(Gen. 44:26; Jer. 27:18) א 
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When the adverbial complement is a short word, its phrase usually takes the second slot. 

ה הֲיֵֶֽש־ יש  פֵֹ֥ אִֹ֖  
Is there a man here? (Judg. 4:20) 

(see also 2 Kgs. 10:23) 

The copulative clause of possession is idiomatic, the subject is governed by the preposition ל and 

the thing possessed stands alone.11 

י יֵֵ֥ש לָ  ץכִִ֤ ה  עֵָ֗ וֵָ֥ קְׁ תִִּ֫  
For a tree has hope (Job 14:7) 

 In a verbal clause, when the verb is in the durative aspect, the verb phrase consists of a 

participle accompanied by the finite auxiliary verb 12.הָיָה When the verb phrase expresses the 

timeless durative aspect, יֵֶֽש may stand in place of הָיָה. When the subject of the clause is a pronoun, 

it becomes a suffix to 13.יֵש 

םאִם כֶ  י ־יֶשְׁ ת אֶת־אֲדנִֹֹ֖ אֱמֶָ֛ סֶד וֶֶֽ ים חֶֹּ֧ עשִֹ֜  
If you will deal kindly and truly with my master (Gen. 24:49) 

Otherwise, the participle remains in the appropriate syntactic slot for the verb, and יֶש is fronted, 

nearly always being first in the clause after any conjunctives.14 

ךְ ים יֵש אֵַ֥ לֹהִָ֗ ים־אֱ֜ טִֵ֥ רֶץ׃  שפְֹׁ בָאֶָֽ  
Surely  God is judging in the earth." (Psa. 58:11)15 

 :is never negated except for rare unexpected instances יֶש 

א יֵש ִֹ֣ ת ל יחַ יָשֵֹ֖ ־בֵינִֵ֣ינו מוֹכִֵּ֑  
Nor is there any mediator between us, (Job 9:33) 

ף  ָ֗ ם׃ אֵין־יֶשאַ֜ פִיהֶֶֽ וחַ בְׁ ־רֵ֥  
Nor is there any breath in their mouths. (Psa. 135:17; see also 1 Sam. 21:9, BDB p. 35) 

 

11 Gen. 31:29; 33:9; 33:11; 39:4, 5, 5, 8; 43:7; 44:19; 44:20; Judg. 19:19, 19; Ruth 1:12; 1 Sam. 17:46; 2 

Sam. 19:29; 1 Kgs. 17:12; 2 Kgs. 10:15; 1 Chr. 29:3; 2 Chr. 15:7; 25:9; Ezr. 10:2; Job 14:7; 25:3; 28:1; 38:28; Eccl. 

2:13; 4:9; 8:6; Jer. 31:16, 17; 41:8; Mich. 2:1. 

12 The verb is often elided when its conjugation is self-evident from the current context. 

13 Gen. 24:42; 43:4; Deut. 13:4; Judg. 6:36; Ruth 3:12; Job 5:1; Psa. 14:2; 53:3; Prov. 11:24; 12:18; 13:7; 

13:23; 18:24; Jer. 5:1. 

14 Deut. 29:14, 17; 2 Kgs. 4:13; Psa. 58:12; Eccl. 6:11; 7:15x2; Jer. 14:22; Mal. 1:14. 

15 The plural participle is unusual, but does sometimes occur with the plural of majesty (GKC § 132.h). 
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When the negative form of a יֶש clause is needed, The syntax of .יֶש stands in place of   אַיִן  is   אַיִן

discussed in § 11.5.2. 

4.3.9 Other Adverbials 

 In Hebrew, adverbials of purpose, result, cause, and condition seem to be expressed only 

by prepositional phrases and subordinated clauses, not by single adverbs. 

4.4 Attributes of Adverbs 

 Adverbs have only one attribute—negation—with two values (positive, negative). The pos-

itive value is expressed with a zero morpheme, and the negative, although a rather rare event,16 

with the prepositive particle ֹלא. 

ן  Not so! (Gen 48:18)—לאֹ־כִֵ֣

ה  not now (Num. 24:17)— לאֹ עַתֵָ֔

 not then (1 Sam. 20:12)— לאֹ־אָז

 not only (2 Chr. 28:10)— לאֹ רַק 

א חִנִָ֤ם  ֹ  not vainly (Ezek. 14:23)— ל

יחַ  א יֵש־בֵינִֵ֣ינו מוֹכִֵּ֑ ִֹ֣  ל

Nor is there a mediator between us (Job 9:33) 

וֹ׃  קוֹמֶֽ נו מְׁ שורֵֶ֥ וֹד תְׁ ֜ לאֹ־עָ֗  וְׁ

And no longer will his place behold him (Job 20:9) 

ם תֵיכֵֶ֔ ה עָשו  אֲבִֹ֣ וֹא כִֹ֤    הֲל 

Did not thus your fathers do? (Neh. 13:18) 

יך כֵֶ֔ ומו  נֹשְׁ תַע יָק  וֹא פֶָ֗    הֲלִ֣

Will not suddenly your creditors rise up?  (Hab. 2:7) 

 While it may seem that some adverbs are negated by אֵין, in every case, the אֵין is actually 

the negative copulative of a predicate adverb clause in which the adverb is granted first position 

prominence (see § 11.5). 

ין־ ר אֵֶֽ יִת אֲשֵֶ֥ ין בֵַ֔ י־אִֵ֣ ם כִֶֽ ת׃  שָֹ֖  מֵֶֽ

for there was not a house where there was not one dead there. (Exod. 12:30)17 

 

16 Of the 88 adverbs in the WTS morphological codes, 15 are negated a total of 62 times. 

17 See also Judg. 18:10; 21:9; 2 Kgs. 7:5, 10; Isa. 34:12; Jer. 8:22. 
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ין  ים אֵֵ֥ וא הָאֱלֹהִֵּ֑ הוָֹ֖ה הִ֣ י יְׁ וֹדכִֵ֥ וֹ׃  עֹ֖ בַדֶֽ  מִלְׁ

the LORD Himself is God; there is none other besides Him (Deut. 4:35)18 

ין  ההַאֵ  וֹד פֵֹ֥ יא לַיהוָֹ֖ה עֵּ֑  נָבִָ֛

Is there not a prophet of the LORD here anymore? (1Kgs. 22:7)19 

4.5 Semantic Agreement of Adverbs 

 Hebrew adverbs are observed to exhibit semantic agreement with their syntactic environ-

ment. Thus, the time aspect of temporal adverbs agrees with the temporal sense of the verbal tense 

or with that of temporal clauses. The spatial aspect of locative adverbs agrees with the spatial sense 

of the verb and/or that of demonstrative pronouns. The nonsense of the following English sen-

tences illustrates the point.  

 [The man came there and went here.] 

 [The man will eat yesterday.] 

 [This house there is in that yard here.] 

 In like manner, the other adverbial connotations must be in harmony with the correspond-

ing notions of the context. Actually, this is in harmony with the broad principle of semantic agree-

ment in any intelligible communication. 

4.6 Comparison of Adverbs 

 Like some adjectives and stative verbs, adverbs may be expressed in comparative degrees. 

Comparison of adverbs is expressed by means of the preposition מִן—from. This is explained in 

greater detail in § 14.2. 

4.7 Numbers as Adverbs 

 Occasionally, a cardinal number is used adverbially.20 But these may be instances where 

the word  פַעַם is elided. This also is true for ordinal numbers.21 

 

18 See also Deut. 4:39; 1 Kgs. 8:60; 2 Kgs. 4:6; Psa. 74:9; Isa. 45:5, 6, 14, 18, 21, 22; 46:9; Jer. 48:2; 49:7; 

Joel 2:27; Mal. 2:13. 

19 See also 2 Kgs. 3:11; 2 Chr. 18:6. 

20 Lev. 16:34; Neh. 13:20; Job 33:29. 

21 Gen. 22:15; 1 Kgs. 18:44; Est 2:19. 
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4.8 Adverbs with Pronoun Suffixes 

 Ordinarily an adverb is not expected to have a grammatical relationship with a pronoun. 

However, some words classified as adverbs in the WTS text do have pronoun suffixes. Table 4.3 

lists these adverbs and the number of times each has a pronoun suffix. 

Table 4.3 

Adverbs with Pronoun Suffix 

Adverb Meaning Frequency 

 is not 103 אַיִן

 around 58 סָבִיב

 yet 39 עוֹד

 there is 9 יֵש

 gently 1 אַט

 mostly functions as a negative existential copulative, not as an adverb. It frequently אַיִן 

takes its subject pronoun as a suffix. 

ים וְׁ  אֱלֹהִֵּ֑ וֹךְ אֶת־הֶָֽ ךְ חֲנֹ֖ הַלֵֵ֥ נו וַיִתְׁ  אֵינֶַּ֕

ים׃   וֹ אֱלֹהִֶֽ ח אֹתֹ֖ י־לָָקֵַ֥  כִֶֽ

And Enoch walked with God; and he was not,  

for God took him. (Gen. 5:24) 

 Originally סָבִיב was a substantive,22 but its frequent use as an adverbial accusative led to 

its role as an adverb. When grammatically related to a pronoun, it may take it as a suffix.  

יהָ  רָשֶֹ֖ יר ומִגְׁ יר עִֵ֔ לֶה עִִ֣ ים הָאֵֵ֔ ינָה  הֶעָרִִ֣ יֶ  הְׁ יהָ תִֶֽ בִיבתֵֶֹּ֑ לֶה׃  סְׁ ים הָאֵֶֽ כָל־הֶעָרִֵ֥ ן לְׁ  כֵֹ֖

Every one of these cities had its common-land surrounding it; thus were all these cities. (Josh. 21:42) 

The same is true of עוֹד, and אַט. 

ם רָהֵָ֔ בְׁ אַ  מָה וְׁ דֵֹּ֑ ו סְׁ כֹ֖ ים וַיֵלְׁ אֲנָשִֵ֔ ו מִשָם  הֶָֽ נִ֤ נו   וַיִפְׁ ה׃ עוֹדֵֶ֥ הוֶָֽ י יְׁ נֵֵ֥ ד לִפְׁ  עמֵֹֹ֖

Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, 

but Abraham still stood before the LORD. (Gen. 18:22) 

 

ה לְׁ וַ  נָהֲלִָ֣ תְׁ י אֶֶֽ יאֲנִַּ֞ פָנַי    אִטִָ֗ ה אֲשֶר־לְׁ לָאכִָ֤ גֶל הַמְׁ רֶ     לְׁ

I will lead on slowly at a pace which the livestock that go before me. (Gen. 33:14) 

 

22 BDB p. 686. 
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 Normally יֵש functions as an existential copulative, not as an adverb. It is used as an auxil-

iary to a participle, carrying its subject pronoun as a suffix and providing the personal attribute of 

the predicate. 

ךָ֛ אִם־ ה  יֶשְׁ דַָּ֕ נו נֵרְׁ ינו אִתֵָּ֑ חַ אֶת־אָחִֹ֖ שַלֵֵ֥ כֶל׃  מְׁ ךֹ֖ אֶֹֽ ה לְׁ רֵָ֥ בְׁ נִשְׁ  וְׁ
"If you are sending our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. (Gen. 43:4) 

4.9 Modifiers of Adverbs 

 Adverbs may form phrases by receiving a preceding qualifier or a following adverb in 

semantic agreement with its adverbial characteristics. 

4.10 The Syntactic Slots of Adverbs 

 Adverbs may occupy the predicate complement slot of copulative clauses, the attributive 

slot of noun phrases, adjective phrases, and verb phrases, and the attributive slot of predicates or 

clauses. Some may also stand in the attributive slot of adverb phrases. The syntactic roles of ad-

verbs are discussed in subsequent chapters. 

4.11 Summary 

 This chapter discusses the definition, classification, attributes, and comparison of adverbs. 

Definition 

 Adverbs define the values for such semantic characteristics as time, space, manner, pur-

pose, result, cause, condition, intensity, and so forth. 

Classification 

 Adverbs may be classified into classes: Interrogative adverbs; adverbs of space, time, man-

ner, intensity, asseveration; qualifying adverbs, and others. 

Attributes 

 Adverbs have only one attribute: Negation. However, adverbs exhibit semantic agreement 

with the words they modify. 

Comparison 

 Adverbs may be compared much like adjectives are compared. 

Syntactic Slots 

 Adverbs may stand in seven different syntactic slots: 

 

(1) In the predicate complement slot of copulative clauses: 



Chapter 4 The Syntactic Attributes of Adverbs  

 

 

104 

 

 Ns + Vc + D  (Ns = Subject noun; Vc = copulative verb; D = Adverb) 

(2) In the attributive slot of a noun phrase: 

 N + D 

(3) In the attributive slot of an adjective phrase: 

 A + D  (A = Adjective) 

(4) In the attributive slot of an adverb phrase: 

 D + D 

(5) In the attributive slot of a verb phrase: 

 V + D or  

 D + V 

(6) In the attributive slot of a predicate phrase: 

 Q + D or  

 D + Q  (Q = Predicate) 

(7) In the attributive slot of a clause: 

 S + D or  

 D + S  (S = Sentence/clause) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 5 

The Syntactic Attributes of Finite Verbs 

 This chapter presents the characteristics of Hebrew verbs associated with their syntactic 

relationships in phrases and clauses. The details of phonology and morphology are not considered 

except as they apply to syntax. The content of this chapter is similar to that presented in other 

works on Hebrew syntax except where it is necessary to relate the material to “transformational” 

concepts in preparation for subsequent chapters. The chapter is foundational, not an exhaustive 

treatment of all the particulars of Hebrew verbs. 

5.1 Introduction 

 There are 1,614 words that are classified as verbals, occurring 72,569 times in the WTS 

text. Of these, 1,452 are finite verbs, occurring 55,806 times. Table 5.1 lists the number of finite 

verbs by frequency distribution. 

Table 5.1 

Frequency Distribution of Finite Verbs 

Frequency Number of Finite Verbs 

<= 10 950 

11 to 50 338 

51 to 100 69 

101 to 200 49 

201 to 300 15 

301 to 400 7 

401 to 500 4 

501 to 600 2 

601 to 700 3 

701 to 800 4 

801 to 900 2 

901 to 1000 2 

> 1000 7 
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 It is evident that many finite verbs occur relatively infrequently and comparatively few 

occur very often. In fact 371 occur only once, only 81 occur more than 100 times, and only 24 

occur more than 400 times. Table 5.2 lists the 24 finite verbs occurring more than 400 times. 

Table 5.2 

Frequency Distribution of Most Frequent Finite Verbs 

Verb Meaning 
Fre-

quency 
Verb Meaning 

Fre-

quency 

 hear 934 שָמַע say 4239 אָמַר

 send 724 שָלַח  be 3405 הָיָה 

 go up 701 עָלָה  do 2050 עָשָה 

 eat 647 אָכַל  go 1926 בָא

 call 657 קָרָא give 1708 נָתַן

 die 611 מֵת walk 1184 הָלַךְ 

 put 527 שָם see 1077 רָאָה 

 sit 488 יָשַב speak 935 דִבֵר

 arise 540 קָם return 892 שָב

-com צִוָה  take 893 לָקַח 

mand 
443 

 lift up 490 נָשָא form 795 יָצָא

 Strike 412 נַכֶה  know 769 יָדַע

5.2 Verb Defined 

 A verb is the name of an action, deed, state of being, or relationship. Besides these semantic 

characteristics, verbs are distinguished from other parts of speech by certain unique morphological 

and syntactic characteristics. Verbs are the principal part of a predicate; they require a named or 

implied subject and usually a named or implied object; this is true even when the verb has been 

transformed into one of the nonfinite verbals. 

5.3 Verbal Roots and Stems 

 Most Hebrew verbs are constructed from a three-consonantal root from which a variety of 

stems are derived. The stems usually (but not always) convey some variation of the meaning as-

sociated with the root from which they are derived, but no consistent rule exists that accurately 

predicts the variation; meaning must be found in the lexicons. Table 5.3 lists the frequency distri-

bution of the stems of the verbals in the WTS text.  
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Table 5.3 

Frequency Distribution of Verbal Stems 

Stem Frequency Stem Frequency 

Qal 50,105 Pilpel 50 

Qal Passive 82 Hithpalpel 21 

Niphal 4,143 Polal 12 

Piel 6,454 Pulal 15 

Pual 412 Poal 8 

Hiphil 9,416 Hothpaal 8 

Hophal 395 Palel 7 

Hithpael 836 Pealal 5 

Hishtaphel 170 Nithpael 3 

Polel 180 Pilel 3 

Hithpolel 114 Polpal 2 

Poel 82 Tiphil 1 

5.4 Verbs Classified 

 Verbs fall into various classifications depending (1) on the type of action, state, or relation-

ship that it names, (2) on the manner in which it governs an object, and (3) on the way the verbal 

idea is viewed (finite or nonfinite).  

 Regarding the first classification, verbs may be categorized as copulative, stative, or active. 

Copulative verbs express the state of being or existence. Stative verbs express a particular state of 

being or relationship. Active verbs express actions or events. 

 Regarding the second classification, verbs may be categorized as intransitive or transitive. 

Intransitive verbs express the state of being or action of the subject alone; there is no recipient of 

the action or state. Transitive verbs express the relationship of the subject with the object; the 

action or relationship involves two or more participants, a doer and one or more recipients.  

 Regarding the third classification, verbs may be categorized as finite or nonfinite. Finite 

verbs are fully inflected and function as the principal element of a predicate. Nonfinite verbs (or 

verbals) are the infinitives and participles. Infinitives are noninflected, and participles inflect as a 

substantive. Nonfinite verbals do not normally function as the principal element of a predicate. 

The participle is an exception when it is part of a verb phrase. Nonfinite verbals are discussed in 

Chapter 6. 
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 Finite verbs inflect according to three basic morphological forms: (1) perfect, (2) imperfect, 

and (3) imperative. The imperative form seems to be derived from the imperfect. Table 5.4 lists 

the frequency of each form in BHS. 

Table 5.4 

Distribution of Finite Verbal Forms 

Perfect 20,717 

Imperfect 15,853 

Wayiqtol1 14,974 

Imperative 4,262 

Total 55,806 

5.4.1 Copulative Verbs 

 Copulative verbs express the state of being, existence, or equality. They are used in a 

unique class of clauses that declare various facets of existence, classification, characteristic defi-

nition, and possession. Copulative verbs are the principal  constituent of the predicate of a copula-

tive clause; they are found in the following syntactic construction in a kernel clause:2 

 Ns + Vc  (existential clause) 

 Ns + Vc + N  (predicate nominative clause) 

 Ns + Vc + A  (predicate adjective clause) 

 Ns + Vc + D  (predicate adverb clause) 

 Ns + Vc +  ְׁל + N  (possessive clause) 

where the symbol Ns represents a subject noun phrase,3 Vc represents a copulative verb phrase, N 

represent a predicate nominative phrase, A represents a predicate adjective phrase, and D repre-

sents a predicate adverb phrase;4 the symbol + means juxtaposition. The principal copulative verb 

is הָיָה—it is. The particle and its negative   יֵש  in some הָיָה are used as a substitute for   אֵין

 

1 For transliterated verb forms, I use the root קטל found commonly in standard parsing charts. 

2 In this chapter, all the formulas used to define syntactic structures refer only to the word order of kernel 

clauses. Variations of word order are the result of transformations discussed in later chapters. 

3 The term phrase is included because the slot may be occupied by the indicated word plus a modifier, if any. 

4 D includes prepositional phrases which nearly always function adverbially (§ 8.4.1; 12.1.5; 16.0). Cameron 

Sinclair includes as predicate complements participles and numerical quantifiers (“Are Nominal Clauses a Distinct 

Clausal Type?” in Cynthia L. Miller, ed., The Verbless Clause in Biblical Hebrew; Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 

1999, p. 61). Participles, however, really belong to to durative aspect verb phrases (5.6.5.3) and numerical quantifiers 

really belong to noun phrases (14.3.2) 
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transformations. The symbols are arranged in left-to-right English order; obviously, they will be 

in right-to-left order for the Hebrew text. These clauses form an important group of kernel clauses 

known as “copulative clauses.” The syntax of kernel clauses is discussed in Chapter 12. 

5.4.2 Intransitive Verbs 

 Intransitive verbs express the state of being or action of the subject alone. Intransitive verbs 

govern no object, either actual or implied; they are found in the following syntactic structure: 

Ns + V 

 5.4.2.1 Intransitive stative verbs. Intransitive stative verbs express the state of being of the 

subject alone. They often have the characteristic stative vocalization: בַד     / כָבֵד טַן   / קָטןֹ or   יִכְׁ    יִקְׁ

but occasionally דַל / גָדַל -Clauses using intransitive stative verbs usually may accept compara .יִגְׁ

tive transformations, but never the passive transformation.  

 he is hungry— רָעֵב   

 he is old— זָקֵן  

דַל גָ     —he is great 

 he is heavy— כָבֵד  

 he is small— קָטןֹ  

 5.4.2.2 Intransitive active verbs. Intransitive active5 verbs express the action of the subject 

alone; the verb does not govern an object, either actual or implied. Intransitive active verbs do not 

accept passive transformations.6 

 he sat, dwelt— יָשַב  

 he slept— יָשַן  

 he stood— עָמַד  

 he slept, lay down— שָכַב   

 he arose— קָם  

 he died— מֵת  

 he wept— בָכָה   

 

5 The passive, middle, and reflexive voices are regarded as transformations on the active voice. 

6 Some verbs have both an intransitive and transitive meaning; the transitive meaning does accept the passive 

transformation.  
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5.4.3 Transitive Verbs 

 Transitive verbs express the state of being or action that exists between the subject and one 

or more objects. These verbs take an accusative direct object and are found in the following syn-

tactic construction:  

Ns + V + No (No = accusative object noun phrase) 

 5.4.3.1 Transitive stative verbs. Transitive stative verbs express a state of being or rela-

tionship that exists between the subject and an object.  

 he loved (someone) — אָהַב  

 he hated (someone)— שָנֵא  

 it is full (of something)— מָלֵא  

 he understood (something)— הֵבִין   

 5.4.3.2 Transitive active verbs. Transitive active verbs express activity that exists between 

the subject and an object. 

 he spoke (language, words, etc.)— דִבֵר  

ש   בִי   הִלְׁ  —he dressed (person, thing) 

 he put on (clothes)7— לָבַש   

 he took (something)— לָקַח   

גֵן נִ      —he played (music) 

 he tried, tested (something)— נִסָה   

 he accepted (things); he received (things)— קִבֵל   

 he drank (something)— שָתָה   

5.4.4 Transitive Verbs With Oblique Object 

 Hebrew verbs generally govern an object in the accusative case. However, many verbs 

govern a direct object by means of a preposition. The sense of the verb is determined by the prep-

osition, but the preposition may or may not be translated into English. For example:  דׇבׇר לְׁ —הֶאֱמִין  

he believed something—where the preposition is not translated. In some instances the preposition 

must be translated by a different preposition in English. For example: פָקַד   מִדׇבׇר—“he was afraid 

 

7 Some verbs like  לָבַש have both an active meaning (put on) and a stative meaning (wear). 
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of something”—where the preposition מִן—from— becomes of in English. These verbs are found 

in the following syntactic construction: 

Ns + V + P + N (P = Preposition) 

Examples of verbs governing the object with  ְׁל: 

 he believed (someone/something)— הֶאֱמִין

תֶם    אֱמַנְׁ א הֶֶֽ ִֹ֤ ל  וֹ לֵ֔ וְׁ
and you did not believe Him (Deut. 9:23) 

 

תִי   נְׁ א־הֶאֱמִַ֣ ֶֹֽ ל ים לַ וְׁ בָרִָ֗    דְׁ

I did not believe the words  (1 Kgs. 10:7) 

Examples of verbs governing the object with  ַב : 

 he believed in (person)— הֶאֱמִין

ן  הֶאֱמִֹ֖ יהוֵָּ֑ה בֶַֽ וְׁ  
And he believed in the LORD (Gen. 15:6) 

 

גֵןנִ   —he played (musical instrument) 

נַגִֵֶּֽ֣ן  עַ מְׁ יש ידֵֹֹ֖ וֹר בַ אִַּ֕    כִנֵּ֑
A man who knows how to play a harp (1 Sam. 16:16) 

Examples of verbs governing the object with מִן: 

 he feared (someone)—יָרֵא

אתָ  יָרֵֵ֥ יך מֵ וְׁ  אֱלֹהֶֹ֖
But you shall fear your God (Lev. 19:14) 

 he was afraid of (something)— פָקַד

ד  חֵַ֥ אֶפְׁ נו׃מִ וְׁ    מֶֶֽ
I am afraid of Him. (Job 23:15) 

Examples of verbs governing the object with עַל:  

  surround (something)—נָסַבו 

בו  דםֹ  נָסִַ֣ י סְׁ שִֵ֤ יִתעַלאַנְׁ    ־הַבֵַ֔
The men of Sodom surrounded the house (Gen. 19:4) 
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ה   command (someone)— צִוֵָ֥

ה  הֵן־אֲצַוֵֶ֥ רֶץעַלוְׁ וֹל הָאֵָּ֑ ב לֶאֱכִ֣  ־חָגָֹ֖
 When I command the locusts to devour the land (2 Chr. 7:13) 

Example of verb governing the object with אַחֲרֵי: 

 he pursued (someone)—רָדַף

ו  פֵ֔ דְׁ א רֶָֽ ִֹ֣ ל י וְׁ ב׃ אַחֲרֵֹ֖ י יַעֲקֶֹֽ נֵֵ֥    בְׁ
and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. (Gen 35:5) 

 A distinction must be made between intransitive verbs that are modified by adverbial prep-

osition phrases and transitive verbs that govern an object with a preposition. The distinction is that 

transitive verbs may undergo the passive transformation whereas the intransitive verbs do not; 

prepositional phrases may be omitted without leaving the predicate incomplete; and the noun of 

the prepositional phrase cannot semantically complement the verb.   

5.4.5 Transitive Verbs with Double Objects 

 Some Hebrew verbs govern two objects. Some govern both objects in the accusative case; 

some govern one accusative and one oblique object.  

 5.4.5.1 Double accusative verbs. Some Hebrew verbs require two accusatives to complete 

their sense; they are found in the following syntactic construction: 

Ns + V + No
1 + No

2 

In these clauses either accusative noun phrase may be determinate and be governed by the particle 

ת  .אֵֹ֖

Examples of verbs governing one accusative of person and one of thing: 
 

 he girded (someone) with (something)—אִזֵר

רֵֵ֥  יִל נִי וַתַזְׁ ה   חַֹ֖ חָמֵָּ֑  לַמִלְׁ
 You have girded me with might for the battle (2 Sam. 22:40) 

 he taught (someone) (something)—לִמַד

ה   דִָ֣ יםאֲלַמְׁ עִִ֣ יך  פֹשְׁ רָכֵֶּ֑  דְׁ
I will teach transgressors Your ways (Psa. 51:13) 
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 he crowned (someone) with (something)—עִטֵר

ר וְׁ  הָדִָ֣ וֹד וְׁ רֵֶֽ כָבֹ֖ עַטְׁ    ׃הו תְׁ
And wth glory and honor You crown Him (Psa. 8:6) 

שִיט  he stripped (someone) of (something)—הִפְׁ

בִיש   he clothed (someone) with (something)— הִלְׁ

וֹ      נֵ֔ עָזִָ֣ר בְׁ ש אֹתָם   אֶת־אֶלְׁ בִֵ֤ יו וַיַלְׁ גָדָָ֗ ן  אֶת־בְׁ ת־אַהֲרֹ֜ ה אֶֶֽ שֵט  מֹשֶ   וַיַפְׁ
Moses stripped Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar his son.  (Num. 20:28) 

Examples of verbs governing one accusative of thing and one of material: 

 he sowed (something) with (seed)—זָרַע

ע  רֵַ֥ ךֹ֖ לאֹ־תִזְׁ מְׁ יִם כַרְׁ אֵָּ֑    כִלְׁ
You shall not sow your vineyard with different kinds of seed (Deut. 22:9) 

 he wrapped (something) with (something)—חׇגַר

תָ   חָגַרְׁ םוְׁ ט  אֹתָ  נֵ֜    אַבְׁ
And you shall wrap each of them with a sash  (Exod. 29:9) 

 he filled (something) with (something)—מִלֵא

מַלִֵ֤א אֶת־ מֶת  וַתְׁ יִם  הַחֵ     מֵַ֔
and she filled the skin with water (Gen. 21:19) 

 he covered (something) with (something)— צִפָה 

צִפִיתֵָ֥ אֶת־ םוְׁ רִיחִֹ֖ ב   הַבְׁ    ׃ זָהֶָֽ

You shall overlay the boards with gold, (Exod. 26:29) 

 Note that the English translation usually requires a preposition for the second object alt-

hough the Hebrew requires an accusative.  

 5.4.5.2 Accusative-plus-genitive verbs. Some Hebrew verbs that govern two objects gov-

ern one object in the accusative case and one object by means of a preposition. They are found in 

the following syntactic construction:  

Ns + V + No
1 + P + N2 

The meaning of the verb is associated with the preposition; thus the preposition must be specified 

in the dictionary.  

Examples of verbs governing the second object with  ְׁל: 
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ן     he gave (something) (to someone)—נָתֵַ֥

ה      ן מֹשֶ֜ יִָ֛ם וַיִתֵ  דֻׁ סֶף הַפְׁ יולְׁ  אֶת־כֶֹּ֧ בָנָֹ֖ ן ולְׁ  Num. 3:51) אַהֲרֵֹ֥

And Moses gave their redemption money to Aaron and his sons, (Num. 3:51) 
  

 he brought (something) (to someone)—הֵבִיא

וֹוַיָֹּ֧בֵא  ׃ יֶַֹּֽ֖יִן  לֹּ֧ תְׁ  וַיֵֶֽשְׁ
and he brought him wine, and he drank. (Gen. 27:25) 

[when the second object is a pronoun, the phrase is usually moved next to the verb)] 

 he told (something) (to someone)—הִגִיד

ידו   וֹ וַיַגִִ֣ ת לֵ֔ ם אֵָ֛ ת אֹתָֹ֖  כָל־הַקרֵֹֹ֥
 and they told him all that had happened to them (Gen. 42:29) 

 

 he returned (something) (to someone)—הֵשִיב 

וֹוַיִָ֣שֶב   וֹ לֵ֔ תֶֽ ה אִשְׁ ת שָרֵָ֥    ׃ אֵֹ֖

and he returned Sarah his wife to him. (Gen 20:14) 

 5.4.5.3 Double genitive verbs. Some Hebrew verbs require two genitives to complete their 

sense; they are found in the following syntactic construction: 

Ns + V + P1 +N1 + P2 + N2 

The meaning of the verb is associated with the preposition, thus the preposition must be specified 

in the dictionary.  

לֶךְ  שָב    ןמִ הַמֶֶּ֡ ת  הַבִיתָ֜ יִן ־אֶל  גִנַ  ה  הַיַָ֗ תִֵ֣ ית׀  מִשְׁ בִֵ֣  

And the king returned from the palace garden to the place of the banquet of wine,  (Est. 7:8) 

תֵן  א־אֶֶ֠ ֶֹֽ י ל וֹןמֵ כִִ֣ נֵי־עַמִ֤ רֶץ בְׁ ה  ך  לְׁ  אֶ  שֵָ֔ רֻׁ יְׁ  

for I will not give any of the land of the people of Ammon to you as a possession,  (Deut. 2:19) 

5.4.6 Transitive Verbs of Speech 

 Verbs expressing speech acts may govern a direct object or a sentence linked by a speech 

introducing conjunction (Csp) ר  :they are found in the following syntactic construction ;(9.4 §) לֵאמֵֹ֔

Ns + V + No  

or 

Ns + V + Csp + S 

ם  כֶָ֛ הוֵָּ֑ה אֶתיַֹּ֧עַן אֲמָרְׁ א יְׁ ר הַזֶֹ֖ה מַשִָ֣ ־הַדָבֵָ֥  

`Because you say this word, "The oracle of the LORD!"  (Jer. 23:38) 
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ו  רַּ֞ וֹד יאֹמְׁ האֶתעִ֣ ר הַזֶָ֗ יו  ־הַדָבִָ֣ עָרֵָ֔ הודָה  ובְׁ רֶץ יְׁ אִֶ֤ בְׁ  
"They shall again say this word in the land of Judah and in its cities (Jer. 31:23) 

יו   אובֵן  אֶל־אָבִִ֣ אמֶר רְׁ ִֹ֤ רוַי ית  לֵאמֵֹ֔ נִֵ֤י בָנַי  תָמִֵ֔  אֶת־שְׁ

יך׃  נו אֵלֶֶֽ י אֲשִיבֵֶ֥ י וַאֲנִֹ֖ נִָ֤ה אֹתוֹ  עַל־יָדִֵ֔ יך תְׁ נו אֵלֵֶּ֑ א אֲבִיאֶֹ֖ ֵֹ֥  אִם־ל

Then Reuben spoke to his father, saying, “My two sons you may kill  

if I do not bring him back to you; put him in my hands,  

and I will bring him back to you.” (Gen. 42:37) 

5.4.7 Transitive Verbs of Perception or Thought 

 Verbs expressing acts of perception or thought may govern a direct object or a sentence 

linked by the conjunction כִי; they are found in the following syntactic construction: 

Ns + V + No  

or 

Ns + V + Cp + S 

ם  אִיתֶָ֗ ם רְׁ אַתִֶ֣ ם  אֵת  וְׁ נֵיכֵֶּ֑ לֶה מִפְׁ ם הָאֵֹ֖ כָל־הַגוֹיִֵ֥ ם לְׁ הוָֹּ֧ה אֱלֹהֵיכֶָ֛ ה יְׁ ר עָשָ֜ כָל־אֲשֶ   

You have seen all that the LORD your God has done to all these nations because of you, (Josh. 23:3) 

ה  פֶל רָאָָ֗ יוַאֲחִיתִֹ֣ תָה  עֲצָתוֹ֒   כִִ֣ א נֶעֶשְׁ ִֹ֣ ל  

Now when Ahithophel saw that his advice was not followed, (2 Sam. 17:23) 

ו  עָ֗ מְׁ ֶּֽיִשְׁ ים כִיוֶַֽ רבִֵֹ֥ ים׃  ־קְׁ בִֶֽ ם ישְֹׁ וֹ הֵֵ֥ בֹ֖ קִרְׁ יו ובְׁ הֵם  אֵלֵָ֔  

And they heard that they were their neighbors who dwelt near them. (Josh. 9:16) 

י   יוַיִָ֣בֶן עֵלִֵ֔ עַר׃  כִֵ֥ א לַנֶָֽ הוָֹ֖ה קרֵֵֹ֥ יְׁ  

Then Eli perceived that the LORD had called the boy. (1 Sam. 3:8) 

5.4.8 Transitive Verbs with Pronoun Suffix 

 When an object of a verb has been transformed into a pronoun, it may be attached to the 

verb as a suffix or remain as an independent accusative pronoun. If the 55,806 finite verbs, 4,710 

have a pronoun suffix and 1,712 have an independent accusative pronoun. 

תֵַ֔  טַשְׁ א נְׁ ִֹ֣ ל י  נִי וְׁ נֹתֵָּ֑ לִבְׁ י וְׁ בָנַֹ֖ ק לְׁ נַשֵֵ֥  לְׁ

And you did not allow me to kiss my sons and my daughters. (Gen. 31:28) 

תְׁ    שְׁ תְׁ נָטֵַ֥ יאִַ֣ הוָֹ֖ה אֹתִָ֛ ם־יְׁ אֻׁ    נְׁ

You have forsaken Me," says the LORD,  (Jer. 15:6) 
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5.4.9 Nonfinite Verbs 

 Nonfinite verbs are verbals that do not inflect like finite verbs and function in a role other 

than that of a finite verb. Hebrew has two nonfinite verbals: the participle and the infinitive.8 Par-

ticiples and infinitives are the product of transformations on clauses. When a clause is transformed 

so as to function in the role of a substantive, its verb is changed in form to an infinitive; when a 

clause is transformed to function in the role of an adjectival, its verb is changed into a participle.  

 The infinitive. The Hebrew infinitive has two forms: the infinitive absolute, and the infini-

tive construct.  

 5.4.9.1 The infinitive absolute is not a true infinitive, but a cognate adverb; it is used to 

add semantic emphasis to a finite verb.9 The infinitive absolute is discussed in more detail in § 6.1. 

ֶּֽן  ץ־הַגָֹ֖ ל עֵֶֽ למִכֵֹ֥ ל  אָכֵֹ֥    ׃תאֹכֵֶֽ
Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat (Gen. 2:16) 

ם וַ  תִֶ֤ וֹעַ אָכוֹל   אֲכַלְׁ שָבֵ֔     וְׁ

You shall eat plentifully and be satisfied (Joel 2:26) 

 5.4.9.2 The infinitive construct is a noninflected verbal noun, expressing the abstract idea 

of verbal action. Because it is a verbal, it may have a named subject and govern an object. It 

functions like the English gerund and the English infinitive. However, it does not function with 

auxiliaries in verb phrases like the English infinitive. The infinitive construct is discussed in more 

detail in § 6.2. 

 5.4.9.3 The participle. The participle is a verbal adjective expressing the state of continued 

action. Because it is like an adjective, it is inflected with all the morphemes of an adjective, and 

because it is a verbal it may govern an object and be modified by an adverb. Together with the 

auxiliary verb הׇיׇה, the participle is used to express durative action10 in a verb phrase. The partici-

ple is discussed in more detail in § 6.3.  

 

8 The verbal nouns and verbal adjectives may also come under this category, because everything that applies 

to Hebrew participles and infinitives is also true of them. 

9 The infinitive absolute also may stand in place of a finite verb, where its conjugate form is clear from the 

context, or where it functions as a noun. 

10 The participle stands alone when the auxiliary would normally be omitted. 
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5.5 The Derivation of Hebrew Verbs 

 Many Hebrew verbs are primary concepts that seem to exhibit no dependence on other 

words for their meaning. Other verbs seem to be derived from corresponding nouns, adjectives, 

verbs, quantifiers, and even adverbs and prepositions.  

5.5.1 Primary Verbs 

 Many Hebrew verbs have no corresponding noun or adjective to which the derivation of 

its meaning may be traced. Other verbs seem to be the source from which is derived the meaning 

of corresponding nouns, adjectives, or verbs. For convenience these various verbs are called pri-

mary verbs. Because primary verbs are so numerous and common, no examples are listed.  

5.5.2 Verbs Derived From Nouns 

 Many Hebrew verbs have a corresponding noun to which its derivation may be traced; 

these are called denominative verbs. In Hebrew, denominative verbs are frequently in the piel stem 

without a corresponding qal stem; however, some denominative verbs are in the qal, hiphil, and 

even the hithpael stems. 

. שִים  הִגְׁ . 

    Noun Derived Verb 

 he pitched a tent— אִהֵל  tent— אֹהֶל   

 he gave ear— הַאֲזִין  ear— אֹזֶן  

 he put on an ephod— אׇפַד ephod— אֵפֹד  

לִיל     he gave fodder— בָלַל  fodder— בְׁ

שִים  rain— גֶשֶם     he sent rain— הִגְׁ

 he spoke— דִבֵר a word— דָבָר  

 he fished— דִיג fish— דָג  

 he covered with pitch— חָמַר  pitch, asphalt— חֵמָר   

 he wintered—  חׇרַף  winter— חֹרֶף   

 he ministered as priest— כִהֵן  priest— כהֵֹן   

לִבֵב   heart— לֵב     —he ravished the heart 

בֵנָה     he made brick—  לׇבַן  a brick— לְׁ

 he salted— מׇלַח  salt— מֶלַח   

 he reigned— מָלַךְ  king— מֶלֶךְ   
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    Noun  Derived Verb 

 he prophesied— נִבָא prophet— נָבִיא  

 he threw dust— עִפַר  dust— עָפָר   

 he passed the summer— קָץ summer— קַיִץ  

 he made a nest— קִנֵן nest— קֵן  

 he obtained grain— שָבַר  grain— שֶבֶר   

רִיש הִ  root— שרֶֹש    שְׁ  —it took root 

 he rooted out— שֵרֵש     

5.5.3 Verbs Derived From Adjectives 

 A few verbs in Hebrew have a corresponding adjective to which their derivation may be 

traced. 

  Adjective Derived Verb 

דֵש חִ  new— חָדָש     —he renewed 

רִי     he treated as foreign— נִכַר  foreign— נָכְׁ

 he blinded— עִוֵר  blind— עִוֵר   

 he counted as uncircumcised— עׇרַל  uncircumcised— עָרֵל   

 he was simple— פׇתׇה  simple— פֶתִי  

 he is evil— רׇעַע  bad, evil— רַע   

5.5.4 Verbs Derived From Other Verbs 

 Nearly every primary verb in Hebrew has one or more derived verbs, based upon the stem 

system of the verbal conjugation.11 The Hebrew verb has seven standard stems and a number of 

secondary stems (see § 5.3). The qal stem is the base stem, usually expressing the simple active 

meaning; the other stems are called derived stems. The niphal stem usually expresses the passive 

of the qal, or occasionally the reflexive. The piel stem expresses some intensive variation of the 

meaning of the qal; the pual stem expresses the passive of the piel; and the hithpael usually ex-

presses its reflexive. The hiphil stem usually expresses some causative variation of the meaning of 

the qal; the hophal stem expresses the passive of the hiphil. 

 

11 See Bruce K. Waltke, and M. O’Connor, An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax (Winona Lake, IN: 

Eisenbrauns, 1990) for discussion of the semantic relationship of the verbal stems. 
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 Few verbs have corresponding derived verbs in all stems. Some verbs do not use the qal 

stem, but one or more of the derived stems. Since the derived stems are so common in Hebrew, 

only one example is given: 

   Stem Verb 

   qal  אָכַל —he ate 

   niphal  נֶאֱכַל —it was eaten 

   piel  אִכֵל —he consumed 

   pual  כַל  it was consumed— אֻׁ

   hiphil  הֱאֱכִל —he fed 

   hophal  כַל  he was fed— הׇאֳּ

   hithpael  אַכֵל  it was digested— הִתְׁ

5.5.5 Verbs Derived From Quantifiers 

 A few Hebrew verbs have corresponding quantifiers to which their derivation may be 

traced. 

  Quantifier  Derived Verb 

בַע     he squared— רׇבַע  four— אַרְׁ

  he took a fifth part of— חִמֵש  five— חָמֵש   

 it is complete— כׇלַל   all— כלֹ   

 he gave a tenth— עִשֵר  ten— עֶשֶר   

  he divided into three— שִלֵש  three— שָלֹש   

 he gave a sixth— שִשׇה  six— שֵש  

5.5.6 Verbs Derived From Adverbs 

 At least one Hebrew verb seems to have its derivation traced to an adverb. 

  Adverb Derived Verb 

אָה       she was removed— נַהֲלָאָה  out there— הָלְׁ

5.5.7 Verbs Derived From Prepositions 

 At least one Hebrew verb seems to have its derivation traced to a preposition. 
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  Preposition Derived Verb 

  he laid aside12— אָצַל  beside— אֵצֶל   

5.6 The Attributes of Hebrew Verbs 

 Hebrew verbs possess the following attributes, the values of which are defined by inflec-

tional morphemes or other syntactic markers: (1) number, (2) gender, (3) person, (4) voice, (5) 

aspect, (6) mood, (7) emphasis, and (8) negation. The first three must have agreement with the 

subject of the verb; they are determined at the clause level. The value of the remaining attributes 

are determined at the discourse level (Chapter 19) by the semantic expectations of the context. 

5.6.1 Number 

 Two values are associated with the number attribute: singular and plural.13 The number 

attribute is a dependent variable used as a marker to link the verb with its subject. The value is 

governed by agreement with the number attribute of its subject. 

 5.6.1.1 Singular. The singular attribute of the verb is used: 

  (1) with singular subjects 

םוְׁ  אָדֵָ֔ ע הִָ֣ וֹ יָדַֹ֖ תֵּ֑ אֶת־חַוִָ֣ה אִשְׁ  
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, (Gen. 4:1) 

 (2) with collective subjects (usually the class is viewed as a single whole)  

ם וְׁ  ים׃  נָֹ֖ס הָעֵָ֥ תִֶֽ לִשְׁ י פְׁ נֵֵ֥ מִפְׁ  

Then the people fled from the Philistines. (2 Sam. 23:11) 

 (3) sometimes when the verb is first in the sentence, regardless of the number attribute of 

the subject  

אמֶרוַ  ִֹ֤ הּ י אִמֵָ֔ יהָ  וְׁ ךְ׃   אָחִ  ר תֵלֵֶֽ וֹר אַחַֹ֖ וֹ עָשֵּ֑ ים אִ֣ נו יָמִֹ֖ ב הַנַעֲרֵָ֥ אִתָָ֛  תֵשֵ 

But her brother and her mother said, "Let the young woman stay with us a few days, at least ten; 

after that she may go." (Gen. 24:55) 

 5.6.1.2 Plural. The plural attribute is used: 

  (1) with plural or dual subjects  

עו   קְׁ ה  נִבְׁ וֹם רַבֵָ֔ הִ֣ נֹת  תְׁ יְׁ ל־מַעְׁ יִם כֶָֽ ת הַשָמַֹ֖ בֵֹ֥ חו׃ וַאֲרֻׁ תֶָֽ  נִפְׁ
all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. (Gen. 7:11) 

 

12 BDB 69. 

13 Of the finite verbs, 40,597 are singular and 15,209 are plural. 
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 (2) often with collective subjects (usually when the subject is viewed as group of individ-

uals). 

ם וְׁ  ו הָעֵָ֥ רֹ֖ וֹ׃  עָבְׁ רִיחֶֽ ֶּֽגֶד יְׁ  נֵֶ֥
and the people crossed over opposite Jericho (Josh. 3:16) 

5.6.2 Gender 

 Two values are associated with the gender attribute: masculine and feminine.14 The gender 

attribute is a dependent variable used as a marker to link the verb with its subject. The value is 

governed by agreement with the gender attribute of the subject. 

 5.6.2.1 Masculine. The masculine attribute is used with masculine or mixed-gender sub-

jects.  

וֹן  חָה  שָשִ֤ שִמְׁ צֵא וְׁ הּ  יִמִָ֣  בֵָ֔
Joy (masc.) and gladness (fem.) will be found (masc. sing.) in it (Isa. 51:3) 

 5.6.2.2 Feminine. The feminine attribute is used with exclusively feminine subjects.  

         
Then Rachel and Leah answered (fem. sing.) and said to him (Gen. 31:14) 

 In the instance where the compound subject is long and the verb appears first, the verb may 

be in gender agreement with the nearest noun of the compound subject. 

               
So Esther's maids (fem.) and eunuchs (masc.) came (fem. pl.) and told (masc. pl.) her. (Est. 4:4) 

 

           
Then his wife Zeresh (fem. sing.) and all his friends (masc. pl.) said (fem. sing.) to him (Est. 5:14) 

5.6.3 Person 

 There are three values associated with the personal attribute: first person, second person, 

and third person.15 The attribute is a dependent variable used as a marker to link the verb with its 

subject (§ 2.3.4). The value is governed by agreement with the person attribute of the subject. 

 5.6.3.1 First Person. The first person attribute is used when the writer or speaker is the 

subject of the verb.  

אל וַ  י דָנִיֵָ֗ יִֵ֤יתִי אֲנִִ֣ יתִי  וְׁ  נִהְׁ חֱלֵ  ים נֶֶֽ יָמִֵ֔  

And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for days (Dan. 8:27) 

 

14 Of the finite verbs, 39,798 are masculine, 4,893 are feminine, and 11,115 are marked common gender. 

15 Of the finite verbs, 6,905 are first person, 11,051 are second person, and 37,850 are third. 
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It is used whenever the writer or speaker is part of a compound subject. The first person plural may 

or may not include the second person (reader/listener) or the third person. 

עַרוַ  הַנֵַ֔ י וְׁ ה   אֲנִִ֣ כָֹ֖ ה  נֵלְׁ עַד־כֵֹּ֑  

the lad and I will go (1 com. pl.) yonder (Gen. 22:5) 
 

יגַם־ נַעֲרתַֹֹ֖ י וְׁ ום אֲנִֵ֥ ן  אָצִ֣ כֵֵּ֑  

My maids and I will fast (1 com. sing.) likewise.  (Est. 4:16) 

 5.6.3.2 Second Person. The second person attribute is used whenever the subject of the 

verb includes the reader or hearer, but not the writer or speaker. 

תו א תִשְׁ ֹֹּ֧ ם־יֶַָּֽ֛יִן ל נֵיכֶֹ֖ ם ובְׁ ם  אַתֵֶ֥  עַד־עוֹלֶָֽ
You and your sons shall not drink (2mp) wine forever. (Jer. 35:6) 

 5.6.3.3 Third Person. The third person attribute is used whenever the subject of the verb 

does not include the writer or reader, speaker or hearer. 

5.6.4 Voice 

 The voice attribute of a verb expresses the relationship of the verbal action to the subject. 

Four basic values are associated with this attribute: (1) the active voice, (2) the middle voice, (3) 

the passive voice, and (4) the reflexive voice. These attribute values are usually defined in part by 

the stem (§ 5.3) of the verb as follows: 

 5.6.4.1 Active Voice. The active voice is usually expressed by the qal stem, but occasion-

ally by the piel or hiphil or another stem. It is used whenever the subject is the executor of the 

verbal action. 

קוַ  בֶן  יֶחֱזַ  לַע ובָאֵֶ֔ תִי  בַקִֶ֣ לִשְׁ ד מִן־הַפְׁ דָוִִ֤  

So David prevailed (qal) over the Philistine with a sling and a stone (1 Sam. 17:50) 

ר׃    חַ לֵאמֶֹֽ ים אֶל־נֵֹ֥ ר אֱלֹהִֹ֖ דַבֵֵ֥  וַ יְׁ
Then God spoke (piel) to Noah, saying, (Gen. 8:15) 

ים    אמֶר אֱלֹהִָ֗ ִֹ֣ אוַי הּ   תוֹצֵ  מִינֵָ֔ רֶץ נִֶ֤פֶש חַיָה  לְׁ הָאָ֜  

Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth (hiphil) the living creature according to its kind: (Gen. 1:24) 

ה וְׁ   ה עַד־כֵֹּ֑ כָֹ֖ עַר נֵלְׁ הַנֵַ֔ י וְׁ תַחֲוֶֹ֖ה אֲנִִ֣ שְׁ ם׃  נִֶֽ ובָה אֲלֵיכֶֶֽ נָשֵ֥ וְׁ  
the lad and I will go yonder and worship (hishtaphel), and we will come back to you." (Gen. 22:5) 

 

 5.6.4.2 Middle Voice. The middle voice is usually expressed by the niphal stem, but other 

stems may be use. It is used whenever the subject is acting on his own behalf. 
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אַל     ask for oneself (1 Sam. 20:6, 28)— נִשְׁ

ל אַ  אֹל  נִשְׁ וֹ  נִשְׁ ית־לִֶ֣חֶם עִירֵ֔ נִי דָוִד  לָרוץ  בֵֶֽ מִמִֶ֤  

David earnestly asked permission of me that he might run over to Bethlehem, his city (1 Sam 20:6) 

ר  כִפֵֶ֥ וֹ׃   וְׁ ד בֵיתֶֽ עֵַ֥ וֹ ובְׁ  בַעֲדֹ֖

and he shall make atonement (piel) for himself and for his house. (Lev. 16:6) 

תַב וְׁ   פֶר  כָ  ה הַזאֹת  עַל־סֵֵ֔ ה הַתוֹרִָ֤ נֵ   ל֜וֹ אֶת־מִשְׁ

And he shall write (qal) for himself a copy of this law in a book, (Deut. 17:18) 

 5.6.4.3 Passive Voice. The passive attribute is expressed by the qal passive,16 the niphal 

(for some verbs), pual, and hophal stems, and at times by the hithpael. It is used whenever the 

subject is the recipient of the verbal action. 

מָה  ר שָָ֛ בֵַ֥ ה אִשְׁ קֻׁ שָרֵָ֥ ם וְׁ רָהָֹ֖ וֹ׃ אַבְׁ  תֶֽ
There Abraham was buried (pual), and Sarah his wife. (Gen. 25:10) 

ת  לָֹּ֧ הּ הָגְׁ לָֹ֖ ה כֻׁ הודָָ֛    יְׁ

Judah shall be carried away captive (hophal), all of it; (Jer. 13:19) 

ווְׁ  בָרֲכִ֣ רֶץ הִתְׁ ל גוֹיִֵ֣י הָאֵָּ֑ עֲךֵ֔ כֹֹ֖ זַרְׁ בְׁ  
In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed (Gen. 22:18) 

 5.6.4.4 Reflexive Voice. The reflexive attribute is expressed by the hithpael and niphal 

stem. It is used whenever the subject is both executor and recipient of the verbal action. 

א  ֵֹ֥ וֹ ל אִמֹ֖ יו ולְׁ אָבִֵ֥ אלְׁ ׃ יִטַמֶָֽ  

He shall not defile himself (hithpael) for his father or his mother; (Lev. 21:11) 

וֹ וְׁ  יגָה יָדֹ֖ וֹ־הִשִֵ֥ לאֶֽ אֶָֽ    ׃ נִגְׁ

or if he is able, he may redeem himself (niphal). (Lev. 25:49) 

 It is evident that the verbal stem does not uniquely define the voice attribute. The exact 

value varies from verb to verb and must be determined from the dictionary.17 

 

16 The qal passive is rare in Hebrew but it is believed to appear in places like Num. 32:5— תַן  —Gen. 18:4 ;יֻׁ

קַח   .see GKC § 53u ;יֻׁ

17 The verb stem may also signify a secondary value such as the reciprocal, the tolerative, or the repetitive.  

These also are specified by the dictionary. 
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 In general, it may be assumed that the passive, middle, and reflexive voice are the result of 

transformations on kernel clauses in the active voice. The syntax of these transformations is dis-

cussed in § 13.2. 

5.6.5 Aspect 

 The attribute of aspect refers to the quality of action, state, or relationship named by the 

verb. There are three primary values of the aspect attribute in Hebrew: perfect, imperfect, and 

durative.18 The perfect aspect views the action as completed in some sense of the term; the imper-

fect views the action as incomplete in some sense; and the durative views the action as an enduring 

process in some sense.19 The more explicit nuances of the quality of action are expressed by addi-

tional contextual cues.  

 The perfect aspect is designated by the perfect conjugation of the verb; the imperfect aspect 

is designated by the imperfect conjugation; however, the durative is designated by the participle,20 

accompanied by the auxiliary verb הָיָה or its equivalent.21  

 Earlier grammarians referred to these conjugations as marking tenses.22 The perfect was 

regarded as past tense or preterit, and the imperfect as future. This tense view for Biblical Hebrew 

developed under the influence of Medieval Hebrew which had borrowed the tense concept from 

European languages and incorporated it into its own conjugational system. Modern Hebrew inher-

ited this tense inflection, and consequently has lost true aspect. However, it is now recognized that 

Biblical Hebrew inflected the verb according to aspect and not tense. Each aspect is used equally 

well in past, present, and future time; consequently, aspect does not directly specify temporal con-

notations.  

 The earlier confusion about tense came about because the perfect aspect (completed action) 

naturally occurs most often in past time; the imperfect aspect (incomplete action) naturally occurs 

 

18 Most grammarians recognize only perfect and imperfect as aspects, because there are only two aspect 

conjugations of the finite verb; but the durative also is a quality of action, and rightly an aspect. 

19 The entire subject of aspect is still under debate among linguists, and the final word has not yet been given. 

The results of the debate affect semantic decisions, translation, and hermeneutics. For the purposes of this work, I take 

the present position. That is sufficient for the study of the syntactic structures of Biblical Hebrew.  

20 The participle is part of the conjugation of verbs in English as well as in other languages. 

21 The auxiliary verb is part of the durative verb phrase (§ 17.3), but it is frequently elided by a deletion 

transformation whenever its presence is redundant (§ 19.4). 

22 Some continue to do so; thus Muraoka § 111 e-g. See Appendix One for a more-lengthy discussion and 

defense of the aspect view.  
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most often in future time; and the durative aspect occurs most often in present time. Biblical He-

brew has a means of expressing tense, but it is not directly related to the conjugate forms of the 

verb; it is expressed semantically by means of verbs, nouns, adverbs, prepositions, and conjunc-

tions having various temporal connotations (see Appendix One).  

 5.6.5.1 The perfect aspect. The perfect aspect (specified by the perfect conjugation) ex-

presses some sense of completed action, state, or relationship. Semantic context determines 

whether the perfect aspect is to be interpreted as aoristic (point action), as gnomic (universal or 

timeless truth), or as perfective (point action with a continuing effect), together with their more 

subtle variations.23 The perfect aspect usually is limited to the indicative mood.24 

 Timeless completed action is expressed by the perfect aspect in a timeless context. The 

action, state, or relationship is viewed as complete, but the verb expresses universal or timeless 

(gnomic) truth. To express this aspect, English uses the simple perfect tense for active verbs and 

the simple present tense for statives.  

ר   מִַ֤ יםאָָ֨ ין אֱלֹהִֵּ֑ לִבוֹ אִֵ֣ ֶּ֭ ל בְׁ   נָבִָ֣

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” (Psa. 14:1a) 

יבו  עִֵ֥ תְׁ יתו הִֶֽ חִָ֗ שְׁ ה   הִֶֽ   עֲלִילָָ֗

They are corrupt, they have done abominable works. (Psa. 14:1b) 
 

ע   יו יָדֵַ֥ עָלֵָּ֑ וס בְׁ וֹר אֵבִ֣ הו וַחֲמֹ֖  שוֹר  קנֵֵֹ֔

א  ִֹ֣ רָאֵל  ל ע יִשְׁ א  יָדֵַ֔ ֵֹ֥ י ל ֶּֽןעַמִֹ֖ בוֹנֶָֽ  ׃ הִתְׁ
The ox knows its owner 

And the donkey its master’s crib; 

But Israel does not know, 

My people do not consider. (Isa. 1:3) 

 Past time completed action is expressed by the perfect aspect in a past tense context. The 

action, state, or relationship is viewed as complete, having taken place prior to the current time of  

the narrative. This is the most common use of  the perfect aspect. English uses  

various past tenses to translate this depending on sense and context. 

ית   רֵאשִֹ֖ א בְׁ רֶץ׃בָרִָ֣ ת הָאֶָֽ אֵֵ֥ יִם וְׁ ת הַשָמַֹ֖ ים אֵֵ֥    אֱלֹהִֵּ֑

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen. 1:1) 

(simple past) 

 

23 The use of the perfect aspect with Waw Consecutive is discussed in chapter 9 (§ 9.2.1 b). 

24 The perfect aspect is used in certain conditional sentences:  the taken-for-granted true-to-fact conditional, 

and the contrary-to-actual-fact. On rare occasions the precative perfect is used in Hebrew, Phoenician, and Ugaritic  
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ן    לָבִָ֣ ךְ  וְׁ וֹהָלֵַ֔ ז אֶת־צאֹנֵּ֑ זֹֹ֖   לִגְׁ

Now Laban had gone to shear his sheep (Gen. 31:19) 

(perfect) 

ה  הוֵָ֔ יְׁ ר    ם כַאֲשֶ  רָָ֗ ר וַיִֵ֣לֶךְ אַבְׁ     אֵלָיו  דִבִֶ֤

So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him. (Gen. 12:4) 

(perfect) 

 Present time completed action is expressed by the perfect aspect in a present tense context. 

The action, state, or relationship is viewed as complete although it is simultaneous or contemporary 

with the current time of the narrative. This is often used in indirect discourse. English uses the 

simple present to express this aspect. 

תִי    I know (Gen. 4:9)— יָדַעְׁ

נו     we remember (Num. 11:5)— זָכַרְׁ

תִי    I despise (Amos 5:21)— מָאַסְׁ

תִי   בַעְׁ  I swear (Jer. 22:5)— נִשְׁ

תִי    I counsel (2 Sam. 17:11)— יָעַצְׁ

 I testify (Deut. 8:19)— הַעִדתִֹי  

 I lift up (Gen. 14:22)— הֲרִימֹתִי   

 Future time completed action is expressed by the perfect aspect in a future context. The 

action, state, or relationship is viewed as complete or certain even though it is still in the future. 

English uses the emphatic future to express this aspect. 

נו  הֵן   דְׁ נו אָבַֹ֖ נו  גָוַָ֛עְׁ לֵָ֥ נוכֻׁ דְׁ  ׃אָבֶָֽ
Surely we shall die, we shall perish, 

we all shall perish! (Num. 17:27, Heb.) 
 

ן    ה לָכֵָ֛ יגָלֵָ֥    עַמִֹ֖

Therefore my people shall go into captivity. (Isa. 5:13) 
 

ךֵ֔   עֱזָבְׁ א אֶֶֽ ִֹ֣ י ל  כִַ֚

ר אִם־ ד אֲשִֶ֣ יתִי עַַ֚ ךְ׃ עָשִֵ֔ תִי לֶָֽ רְׁ ת אֲשֶר־דִבַֹ֖  אֵֵ֥

For I will not leave you 

until I have done what I have spoken to you. (Gen. 28:15) 

(future perfect) 
 

ר   כַאֲשֵֶ֥ תִיוְׁ דְׁ תִי אָבֶָֽ דְׁ    ׃אָבַֹ֖

When I perish, I perish. (Est. 4:16) 

(resignation to fate) 
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 5.6.5.2 The imperfect aspect. The imperfect aspect (specified by the imperfect conjuga-

tion) expresses incomplete action, state, or relationship. The incompleteness may be due to the 

type of action (repetitive, frequentive, habitual, iterative, periodic, progressive) or due to various 

uncertainties (future time, non-indicative moods). Semantic context determines how the imperfect 

aspect is to be interpreted and translated with respect to these various senses.25 The imperfect as-

pect is used in all moods.  

 Timeless incomplete action is expressed by the imperfect aspect in a timeless context. The 

action, state, or relationship is viewed as repetitive, frequentive, habitual, iterative, periodic, or 

progressive, without specific reference to time. To express this aspect, English uses the simple 

present tense. 

כָם   ן חֶָּ֭ בבִֵ֣ שַמַח־אֵָּ֑    יְׁ

A wise son makes a father glad. (Prov. 15:20) 

שֶא   וֹת דֶֶּ֭ אִ֣ נִי בִנְׁ בִיצֵֵּ֑ וֹת יַרְׁ חִ֣ נֻׁ י מְׁ נִיעַל־מֵֹ֖ נַהֲלֵֶֽ    ׃יְׁ

He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside the still waters. (Psa. 23:2) 

ר   אֲכָל  אֲשִֶ֣ ךָ֗ מִכָל־מֶַֽ ה קַח־לְׁ אַתִָ֣ ל וְׁ יֵֶֽאָכֵֵ֔  

You shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten. (Gen. 6:21) 

ע לאֹ־  שֵי־רֶָּ֭ ינואַנְׁ ט יָבִִ֣ פֵָּ֑  מִשְׁ

ה  הוָָ֗ י יְׁ֜ שֵֵ֥ בַקְׁ ינו  ומְׁ ל׃ יָבִֵ֥  כֶֹֽ

Evil men do not understand justice, 

But those who seek the LORD understand all. (Prov. 28:5) 

 Past time incomplete action is expressed by the imperfect aspect in a past tense context. 

The action, state, or relationships is viewed as repetitive, frequentive, habitual, iterative, periodic, 

or progressive, in past time. English uses the simple past or habitual past to express this aspect. 
 

כָה   ה כָָ֛ ים׃יַעֲשֵֶ֥ וֹב כָל־הַיָמִֶֽ  אִיֹ֖

Thus Job did regularly. (Job 1:5) 

ה׃    שָנֶָֽ ה בְׁ ם שָנֵָ֥ חִירָֹ֖ ה לְׁ לֹמָֹ֛ ן שְׁ ה־יִתֵֹּ֧  כֶֹֽ

Thus Solomon gave to Hiram year by year. (1 Kgs. 5:25, vs. 11 Eng.) 

חֶם   רִים  לֵֶ֔ עִבְׁ ל אֶת־הֶָֽ ים לֶאֱכִֹ֤ רִָ֗ ל֜ון הַמִצְׁ א יוכְׁ  ֹ  כי  ל

Because the Egyptians could not eat food with the Hebrews (Gen. 43:32) 

 

25 The use of the imperfect aspect with Waw Consecutive is discussed in chapter 9 (§ 9.2.1 b). 
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א   ֵֹ֥ י ל כֵַ֔ דֳּ רְׁ ע ומָ  רַֹ֖ א יִכְׁ ֵֹ֥ ל הוְׁ תַחֲוֶֶֽ שְׁ  ׃ יִֶֽ
But Mordecai would not bow nor pay homage. (Est. 3:2) 

(habitual past) 

ל   רָאֵֵ֔ כָל־יִשְׁ ר הַזֶה  לְׁ שָל֜וֹם כַדָבִָ֤ עַש אַבְׁ וַיַ   

אואֲשֶר־  לֶךְ  יָבֵֹ֥ ט אֶל־הַמֵֶּ֑ פָֹ֖   לַמִשְׁ

In this manner Absalom acted toward all Israel 

who came to the king for judgment. (2 Sam. 15:6) 

(habitual past) 

וֹ   ר אִתֵ֔ דַבִֵ֣ הוָה  לְׁ נִֵ֤י יְׁ ה לִפְׁ א מֹשֶ֜  ֹ ב ובְׁ  

יר   וֹיָסִֵ֥ וֶֹ֖ה עַד־צֵאתֵּ֑ אֶת־הַמַסְׁ  

ל  רָאֵֵ֔ נִֵ֣י יִשְׁ דִבֶר  אֶל־בְׁ א וְׁ יָצָָ֗   וְׁ

But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, 

he would take off the veil until he came out; 

and he would come out and speak to the children of Israel. (Exod. 34:34) 

(habitual past)26 

 A subordinate clause in a past tense context may express incomplete action with respect to 

another verb. English uses various past tenses to translate this aspect. 

כָבו֒ טֶרֶם֘      יִשְׁ

before they lay down (simple past) (Gen. 19:4) 

ד   עִַ֣ ו  וְׁ שִ֣ קַדְׁ יםיִתְׁ הֲנִֵ֔    הַכֶֹֽ

until the priests had sanctified themselves (2 Chr. 29:34) 

(perfect) 

רֶם   טֶ  ך בְׁ יךאֶצוֹרְׁ תִֵ֔ דַעְׁ טֶן  יְׁ  בַבֶ 

רֶם  טֶָ֛ חֶם ובְׁ א מֵרֶֹ֖ יא לַגוֹיִֹ֖ם תֵצֵֵ֥ יך נָבִֵ֥ תִֵּ֑ דַשְׁ  הִקְׁ

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 

Before you were born I sanctified you a prophet to the nations. (Jer. 1:5) 

(simple past) 

ם   ו כִי־שָֹ֖ עֵ֔ מְׁ י שֶָֽ לו  כִִ֣ אכְׁ ֵֹ֥ חֶם׃ י  לֶָֽ

For they heard that they would eat bread there.(Gen. 43:25) 

(past subjunctive) 

 Present time incomplete action is expressed by the imperfect aspect in a present tense con-

text. The action, state, or relationship is viewed as repetitive, frequentive, habitual, iterative, 

 

26 Note that the Waw Consecutive with perfect continues the habitual imperfect aspect of יר  twice in this יָסִֵ֥

verse. 
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periodic, or progressive in time current to the narrative. English uses the simple present to express 

this aspect. 

שמַה־  בַקֵֶֽ    תְׁ

What do you seek? (Gen 37:15) 

מֶה   י לִָ֣ כִָ֗ א תִבְׁ ִֹ֣ מֶה  ל לָ  יוְׁ לִֵ֔ אכְׁ ֶֹֽ   ת

Why do you weep and why do you not eat? (1 Sam. 1:8) 

 Future time incomplete action is expressed by the imperfect aspect in a future context. The 

action, state, or relationship is viewed as repetitive, frequentive, habitual, iterative, periodic, or 

progressive in time subsequent to the current time of the narrative. English uses the simple future 

to express this aspect.27 

הֵן    ינו  וְׁ א־יַאֲמִִ֣ ֶֹֽ א ל ֵֹ֥ ל י וְׁ ו לִֵ֔ עֹ֖ מְׁ י יִשְׁ קלִֵֹּ֑  בְׁ

Suppose they will not believe me nor listen to my voice. (Exod. 4:1) 

ה   ה עתִָ֣ אֵֶ֔ ר תִרְׁ ה  אֲשֵֶ֥ עֱשֶֹ֖ ה אֶֶֽ עֵֹּ֑ פַרְׁ  לְׁ

Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh. (Exod. 6:1) 

 5.6.5.3 The durative aspect. The durative aspect (specified by the participle with the aux-

illiary הָיָה) expresses enduring action, state, or relationship. In contrast to the imperfect aspect 

which views the action as an iterative process that may be symbolized by a sequence of dots (. . . 

. etc.), the durative aspect views the action as an uninterrupted process that may be symbolized by 

a continuous line (_____). The durative aspect does not imply anything about the beginning or 

ending of the action, it focuses primarily on the continued exercise of the activity.  

 When the participle is used as a verb, the verbal characteristics not defined by the inflection 

of the participle must be supplied or implied from the context. Thus person must be defined by a 

personal pronoun or by the inflection of the auxiliary verb (הָיָה); and mood (if not indicative) 

must be defined by the inflection of the auxiliary verb (הָיָה), or implied from the context. When 

tense is timeless or present, the auxiliary (הָיָה) is omitted or replaced with  or a third person   יֵש

pronoun; the negated auxiliary is אֵין, usually with a pronoun suffix marking person. 

 When the participle is used in a verb phrase, it does not employ the morphemes of the 

substantive that are not common with a verb. Thus the predicate participle never takes the definite 

article or the construct state.  

 

27 The examples of the nonindicative moods should be consulted here. 
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 Timeless durative action is expressed by the participle in a timeless context.28 The action, 

state, or relationship is regarded as a truth that holds for all time. English uses the simple present 

to translate this aspect, or the present continuous. 

וֹר   וֹר הלֵֹךְ  דִ֤ דִ֣ א וְׁ בֵָ֔  

ם   עוֹלֵָ֥ רֶץ לְׁ הָאָֹ֖ דֶתוְׁ    ׃עמֶָֹֽ

one generation passes away, 

and another generation comes; 

But the earth abides forever. (Eccl. 1:4) 

[omitted auxilliaries] 

חָלִים    ים כָל־הַנְׁ כִִ֣ ם הלְֹׁ  אֶל־הַיֵָ֔

הַיָֹ֖ם אֵינִֶ֣נו מָלֵֵּ֑א  וְׁ

All the rivers run into the sea, 

Yet the sea is not full; (Eccl. 1:7a) 

 [omitted auxilliary] 

חָלִים     הַנְׁ וֹם שִֶ֤ קָ֗ ים אֶל־מְׁ כִֵ֔ לְׁ ם הֶֹֽ ם הֵֵ֥ ים שָָ֛ כֶת׃שָבִֹ֖   לָלֶָֽ

To the place from which the rivers come, 

There they return again. (Eccl. 1:7b) 

[omitted auxiliaries] 

 Past time durative action is expressed by the participle in a past tense context.29 The action, 

state, or relationship is viewed as in continuous exercise prior to the current time of the narrative. 

English uses the past continuous or the simple past, depending on sense. 

ה    ה הָיֵָ֥ה ומֹשֶָ֗ וֹרעֶָֹ֛ רֵ֥ אן יִתְׁ ָֹ֛    אֶת־צ

Now Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro (Exod. 3:1) 

עַר    הַנַָ֗ שָרֵת  הָיִָ֤ה וְׁ ה מְׁ הוֵָ֔  אֶת־יְׁ

And the child was ministering to the LORD (1 Sam. 2:11) 

כָל־הָעָם     ים וְׁ   אֶת־הַקוֹלֹ֜תראִֹ 

And all the people were witnessing the thunderings. (Exod. 20:18) 

הַר   ר בֵית־הַסָֹ֗ ין׀ שִַ֣ ה אִֵ֣ וֹראִֶֹ֤ יָדֵ֔ ומָה  בְׁ א  ת־כָל־מְׁ    אֶֶֽ

The keeper of the prison was not looking 

into anything that was under Joseph’s hand (Gen. 39:23) 

 

28 GKC § 116 n. The auxiliary verb הָיָ ה is omitted in this case; the negated auxiliary is  אַיִן usually with a 

pronoun suffix to mark the personal attribute of the subject. 

29 GKC § 116 o. The past tense is expressed by the auxiliary verb הָיָה in the perfect aspect.  The auxiliary is 

required where past time is not clear from the context; otherwise, it is usually omitted. 
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וֹט   לֹ֖ ב וְׁ ם ישִֵֹ֣ דֵֹּ֑ עַר־סְׁ שֶַֽ  בְׁ

And Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom (Gen. 19:1) 

יוֶָֽ   לוצָם   אֱהִֵ֥ פַלֵֵ֔ יִם׃  מִתְׁ י הַשָמֶָֽ נֵֹ֖י אֱלֹהֵֵ֥    לִפְׁ

And I was fasting and praying before the God of Heaven (Neh. 1:4) 

ו  הַבָקָר    וֹת  הָיִ֣ שֵ֔ רְׁ חֶֹֽ  

The oxen were plowing (Job 1:14) 

נֵָ֛ר   אַבְׁ חַזֵֹ֖ק הָיֵָ֥ה וְׁ ית מִתְׁ בֵֵ֥ ול׃בְׁ   שָאֶֽ

Abner was strengthening his hold on the house of Saul. (2 Sam. 3:6) 

 Sometimes in certain contexts, the durative may express habitual or repetitive action rather 

than continuous action. In these instances, English uses the past habitual tense. 

ווַ   יֵ֥ הְׁ ים  יִֶֽ גִֹ֖ ם׃הרְֹׁ    בָהֶֶֽ

They would kill (some of ) them. (2 Kgs. 17:25) 

ים   לָכִֶּ֡ ים׀ מְׁ עִִ֣ ו  . . .  שבְׁ טִים  הָיִ֤ לַקְׁ ימְׁ חָנִֵ֔ לְׁ חַת שֻׁ    תִַ֣

Seventy kings . . . used to gather their food under my table. (Judg. 1:7) 

ף   ה   . . . יוֹסֵַּ֞ ה הָיָ  אןרעִֶֹ֤ ֵֹ֔   (Gen. 37:2 WTT) אֶת־אֶחָיו  בַצ

Joseph . . . used to feed the flock with his brothers (Gen. 37:2) 

 Present time durative action is expressed by the participle in a present tense context.30 The 

action, state, or relationship is viewed as in continuous exercise during the time contemporary with 

the narrative. English uses the simple present or present continuous to express this aspect.  

עַ כִי   יםידִֵֹ֣    אֱלֹהִֵ֔

For God knows . . . (Gen. 3:5) 

ךֹ֖   תוֹלִֵ֣ל עוֹדְׁ ימִסְׁ עַמִֵּ֑   בְׁ

As yet you exalt youself against My people (Exod. 9:17) 

תִים    לִשְׁ ים פְׁ חָמִִ֣ ה נִלְׁ עִילֵָ֔  בִקְׁ

מָה  הֵֹ֖ ים וְׁ וֹת׃שסִֵֹ֥ רָנֶֽ  אֶת־הַגֳּ

The Philistines are fighting against Keilah, 

And they are robbing the threshing floors. (1 Sam. 23:1) 

יך   ו אָחִֵ֔ ם  עֵשִָ֣ נַחֵֵ֥ ךֹ֖ מִתְׁ  לְׁ

Your brother Esau comforts himself concerning you (Gen. 27:42) 

 

30 GKC § 116 n. The auxiliary verb הָיָה is omitted in this case; the negated auxiliary is    אַיִן, usually with a 

pronoun suffix to mark the personal attribute of the subject. 
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י   ה כִִ֣ נַסֶַּ֞ םמְׁ כֵֶ֔ הֵיכֶם  אֶתְׁ הוִָ֤ה אֱלֶֹֽ   יְׁ

For the LORD your God is testing you (Deut. 13:4 Heb.) 

ךְ   ים יֵשאֵַ֥ לֹהִָ֗ ים  ־אֱ֜ טִֵ֥ רֶץ׃ שפְֹׁ  בָאֶָֽ

Surely God is judging in the earth (Psa. 58:12 Heb.) 

י   י אָנֹכִִ֣ ש אֶת־אַחַֹ֖ בַקֵֵּ֑  מְׁ

ם    ה הֵֵ֥ י אֵיפֹֹ֖ ידָה־נִָ֣א לִֵ֔ יםהַגִֶֽ  ׃ רעִֶֹֽ
I am seeking my brothers. Please tell me 

where are they shepherding? (Gen. 37:16) 

 Future time durative action is expressed by the participle in a future tense context.31 The 

action is viewed as in continuous exercise subsequent to the current time of the narrative. English 

uses the future continuous or the simple future, depending on sense. 

ה אַתִי  ת חַיֵָ֔ ד הַזֶה  כָעִֵ֣ קֶת   לַמוֹעִֵ֤ ן חֹבִֶ֣  בֵֵּ֑

About this time next year you shall embrace a son (2 Kgs. 4:16) 

י־  ים כִֶֽ חִתִִ֣ וֹם הַזֵֶּ֑ה מַשְׁ נו אֶת־הַמָקֹ֖ חְׁ    אֲנֵַ֔

For we will destroy this place (Gen. 19:13) 

נֹכִי    ה אֶָֽ עָָ֗ ים ע֜וֹד שִבְׁ יָמִ  יר כִי  לְׁ טִִ֣ רֶץמַמְׁ    עַל־הָאֵָ֔

For yet seven days and I will cause it to rain upon the earth (Gen. 7:4) 

דו   ר יַעֲבֹֹ֖ וֹי אֲשֵֶ֥ גַֹּ֧ם אֶת־הַגָ֛ ן וְׁ כִידִָ֣    אָנֵֹּ֑

And also the nation whom they serve I will judge (Gen. 15:14) 

ו וְׁ   וֹת עֵינֶֹ֖יך   הָיֵ֥ יך׃ראֵֹ֥    אֶת־מוֹרֶֶֽ

But your eyes shall see your teachers. (Isa. 30:20) 

יוִ   יל  יהִִ֣ דִֵ֔ יִם׃ מַבְׁ יִם לָמֶָֽ ין מַֹ֖  בֵֵ֥

And let it divide the waters from the waters. (Gen. 1:6) 

עַר הַזֶה    ור הַשִַ֣ ה  סָג  יֶ֜ ור  הָיָֹ֖הוְׁ   . . .יִהְׁ  ׃ סָגֶֽ
This gate shall be shut . . . it shall be shut. (Ezek. 44:2) 

וֹן   ה נָכ  יֶ֜ הְׁ ים יִֶֽ אש הֶהָרִֵ֔ ִֹ֣ ר הוָה  בְׁ ר בֵית־יְׁ  הִַ֤

The mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established (Isa. 2:2) 

 

31 GKC § 116 p, the future tense is frequently expressed by the auxiliary verb הָיָה in the imperfect aspect.  

The auxiliary is required where future time is not clear from the context; otherwise, it may be omitted. 
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 It is obvious that the various verb forms are used in all the different temporal contexts—

tense is expressed by contextual cues, not verbal forms. Table 5.5 summarizes the use of Hebrew 

verb forms in the different temporal settings. 

Table 5.5 

Summary of Verb Forms in Various Temporal Settings 
Tense 

Perfect 

\future Waw-consec. 

Main Verb 
Auxiliary Verb 

  
External Time 

Refence 
Others 

Timeless     

Complete Perfect  None None 

Incomplete Imperfect  None None 

Durative Participle  None None 

Consecutive Imperfect  Past Waw Consec. 

Past Time     

Complete Perfect  Past None 

Incomplete Imperfect  Past None 

Durative Participle Perfect Past None 

Consecutive Imperfect  Past Waw Consec. 

Present Time     

Complete Perfect  Present None 

Incomplete Imperfect  Present None 

Durative Participle  Present None 

Consecutive Imperfect  Present Waw Consec. 

Future Time     

Complete Perfect  Future None 

Incomplete Imperfect  Future None 

Durative Participle Imperfect Future None 

Consecutive Perfect  Future Waw Consec. 

5.6.6 Mood 

 Mood is the attribute of a verb that expresses the degree of certainty of the verbal action, 

state, or relationship. The action may be certain, possible, or merely potential; it may be manda-

tory, necessary, optional, or merely desirable. The various degrees of certainty are expressed partly 

by morphemes, partly by particles, and partly by semantic context. 

 5.6.6.1 The morphemes of mood. The verbs of Biblical Hebrew have mood morphemes 

that developed in pre-Biblical times from four basic mood conjugations of the imperfect. The an-

cestral forms were:32  

 

 

 

32 Transliteration is used in discussing the ancestral forms in order to show final vowels that have been lost 

in Biblical Hebrew. 
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  (1) indicative—yaqtulu 

  (2) subjunctive—yaqtula 

  (3) hortative—yaqtulâ 

  (4) jussive—yaqtul 

In addition, there were two energetic conjugations, yaqtulanna and yaqtulan, employing a final 

Nun (Nun energicum); these two conjugations seem to have been merely stylistic variants of the 

indicative. All these conjugations are attested in Arabic, except the hortative (yaqtulâ) which some 

believe developed from yaqtulan through its pausal form yaqtula.33 It seems better to postulate a 

separate ancestral hortative, however, than to derive this conjugation from a stylistic variant.34 

 The imperative was formed by dropping the preformatives from the second person mood 

conjugations. This resulted in possibly four different imperative forms: 

  (1) qetulu, from the indicative taqtulu 

  (2) qetula, from the subjunctive taqtula 

  (3) qetulâ, from the hortative taqtulâ 

  (4) qetul, from the jussive taqtul  

 In the process of time, Hebrew lost the final short vowels. This resulted in the partial loss 

of the distinction between the mood forms. The indicative and subjunctive became yiqtol (ֹטל  ,(יִקְׁ

no longer distinguished except by semantic context; the jussive also became yiqtol (ֹטל -usu ,(יִקְׁ

ally not distinguished from the indicative, except in the hiphil stem and in some weak roots— 

טִיל טֵל but ,(.ind) יַקְׁ  35 Only the hortative remained distinct.(.juss) יָשבֹ but (.ind) יָשוב  ;(.juss) יַקְׁ

as yiqtelâ (לׇה טְׁ -Even so, the distinction of form for jussives and hortatives is lost in the in 36.(יִקְׁ

flections that employ endings, that is, the plural forms and those with pronoun suffixes.  

 The imperatives also survived in three forms, ֹטל  ;formed from the indicative/subjunctive קְׁ

 formed from the hortative. It is likely (hiphil)   הַגִידָה formed from the jussive; and (hiphil)   הָשֵב

 

33 GKC § 48 b; the conjugations are similarly attested in Ugaritic (Gordon UT, 9.10, 9.11, 9.15). 

34 The hortative conjugation may be attested in Ugaritic iqra—let me invoke, ispa—let me eat (Gordon UT, 

9.10).  The meanings suggest that these forms were not subjunctives but cohortatives.  The subjunctive and hortative 

forms would have been orthographically the same in Ugaritic. 

35 The jussive form is most common in the third person (ֹיָשב), but as demonstrated later, it is used in all three 

persons. See Muraoka § 114 l for a few short (jussive) forms that are difficult to explain. 
36 The hortative form is most common in the first person (לׇה טְׁ  but as demonstrated later, it is ,(אֶקְׁ

used in all three persons.  
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that the imperative derived from the hortative form adds a hortative flavor to the command, and 

the imperative derived from the jussive form adds a jussive flavor to the command. 

 As demonstrated later, the morphemes of the mood conjugations do not uniquely corre-

spond with the attributes of semantic mood. In order to avoid confusion of terms when referring 

to forms (morphemes) and to mood (attributes), the forms are referred to as: 

(1) normal imperfect—yiqtöl (ֹטל  .developed from the ancestral indicative / subjunctive form (יִקְׁ

(2) short imperfect—yäšöb (ֹיָשב) developed from the ancestral jussive form.37 

(3) long imperfect—yiqtelâ (לׇה טְׁ  .developed from the ancestral hortative form (יִקְׁ

For the same reason, the imperative forms are referred to as: 

  (1) normal imperative—qetöl (ֹטל  (קְׁ

  (2) short imperative—häšeb (הָשֵב) 

  (3) long imperative—haggîdâ (הַגִידָה) 

 Traditionally the use of the long or short imperative form has been regarded as evidence of 

emphasis or urgency;38 whereas Muraoka39 suggests that there is no essential difference in mean-

ing. I suggest that the long or short imperative forms convey the same mood nuance as their cor-

responding imperfect forms. The imperative form just adds the directive tone to the given mood, 

as demonstrated in subsequent discussion. 

 The mood names (indicative, subjunctive, hortative, etc.) are reserved for designating the 

values of the mood attributes. The next section defines the various mood values and defines how 

these moods are specified by the inflected forms. 

 5.6.6.2 The attribute values of mood. Grammarians do not agree on the number and names 

of the moods of Hebrew verbs. This is due in part to the lack of agreement between the mood 

forms (morphemes) and the mood values, and in part to the lack of standard terminology among 

the scholars. Seven mood values are defined in this work in an effort to provide some measure of 

structure to the moods of Hebrew verbs; the mood values are (1) indicative, (2) subjunctive, (3) 

volitive, (4) hortative, (5) precative, (6) persuasive, and (7) optative. The last five moods may be 

 

37 The use of the alleged preterite form is discussed in the section on the Waw Consecutive Appendix One.  

38 GKC § 48k. 

39 Muraoka § 114m. 
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expressed in two different tones: (1) simple, and (2) directive: each tone may be rendered polite, 

formal, or respectful by the post-positive 40.נׇא
 

 There is not a unique, one-to-one, mapping of the verb forms to the mood attributes. The 

mapping is approximate (see Table 5.6, p. 153). The precise value of the mood attribute must be 

decided by the semantics of the context in harmony with the forms. 

 Similar tones are active in English. The response to the request, “May I go home?” may be 

given in English as follows:  

 (1) simple—“You may (not) go home.” 

 (2) emphatic—“You shall (not) go home.” 

 (3) directive—“Go home!” or “Do not go home!” 

 Notice that the imperative form may be used even when the response is not a command, 

but merely a mild granting of permission. The statements are made polite by including please, or 

its equivalent.  

 In both English and Hebrew, the imperative form is used in many statements not regarded 

as commands. 

 (1) entreaty 

ה   ומִָ֤ ךקָ֨ אַפֶָ֗ ה׀ בְׁ הוָ     יְׁ

Arise, O LORD, in Your anger. (Psa. 7:7 Heb.) 

ה   ירִיבִָ֣ רִיבֵַּ֑ ֶּ֭הוָה אֶת־יְׁ   יְׁ

Plead my cause, O LORD. (Psa. 35:1) 

 (2) request 

ה    כָ  ינו יֶַֹּֽ֖יִןלְׁ ה אֶת־אָבִָ֛ ָקֶֹּ֧   נַשְׁ

Come, let us make our father drink wine. (Gen. 19:32) 

 (3) plea 

עָה    לֶךְ׃הוֹשִֵ֥    הַמֶֶֽ

Help, O king! (2 Sam. 14:4) 

 

40 The particle  נָא is usually omitted after a pronoun suffix, but see 1 Kgs. 1:12 and Num. 11:15 for excep-

tions. 
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 In Hebrew the simple tone is expressed by the appropriate imperfect form;41 it is negated 

by  The directive is expressed by .לאֹ with the short imperfect. The emphatic tone is negated by  אַל  

the corresponding imperative form,42 limited to positive statements in the second person. The sim-

ple tone may be expressed in all three persons, both positive and negative. 

 The particle נָא may be used with negatives of the simple tone, but not the emphatic. If  נָא 

is used it follows the אַל, not the verb; it never is used with ֹלא. 

א   אדנָֹי  אַל־נַָּ֞    יִִ֤חַר לֶַֽ

Please let not the LORD be angry. (Gen. 18:30) 

 5.6.6.2.1 The indicative mood affirms that the action, state, or relationship is actual, true, 

or certain in the mind of the writer or speaker.43 The indicative is the usual mood of discourse. 

With this mood the verb may assume all values of aspect (perfect, imperfect, durative). In the 

imperfect aspect, the indicative mood is usually designated by the normal imperfect form. The 

indicative is negated by the prepositive negative ֹלא. English uses the indicative mood. 

כָם   ן חֶָּ֭ שַמַח בִֵ֣ ביְׁ    ־אֵָּ֑

A wise son makes a father glad. (Prov. 15:20) 

ה־  ן כֶֹֽ ה׃  יִתֵֹּ֧ שָנֶָֽ ה בְׁ ם שָנֵָ֥ חִירָֹ֖ ה לְׁ לֹמָֹ֛  שְׁ

Thus Solomon gave to Hiram year by year. 
(1 Kgs. 5:25, vs. 11 Eng.) 

ה   ה עַתִָ֣ אֵֶ֔ ר תִרְׁ ה  אֲשֵֶ֥ עֱשֶֹ֖ ה אֶֶֽ עֵֹּ֑ פַרְׁ  לְׁ

Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh. (Exod. 6:1) 

 However, at times, the indicative mood is designated by the short imperfect form. 

ק   בֵֹּ֧ בֶריַדְׁ ךֹ֖ אֶת־הַדֵָּ֑ הוָָ֛ה בְׁ   יְׁ

The LORD will make the plague cling to you. (Deut. 28:21) 

ךְ   ך  יוֹלֵ  כְׁ ת־מַלְׁ אֶֶֽ ךָ֗ וְׁ תְׁ ה אֶֹֽ הוָ֜    יְׁ

The LORD will bring you and your king. (Deut. 28:36) 

 

41 The volitive uses the normal imperfect form; the hortative and precative use the long imperfect; and the 

persuasive and optative use the short imperfect. 

42 The volitive uses the normal imperative form; the hortative and precative use the long imperative; and the 

persuasive and optative use the short imperative. 

43 The actual reliability of the statement rests on the veracity or knowledge of the writer or speaker. 
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 5.6.6.2.2 The subjunctive mood affirms that the action, state, or relationship is merely pos-

sible, potential, or hypothetical. With this mood the verb may assume all values of aspect (per-

fect,44 imperfect, or durative45) although the imperfect aspect is the most common. 

 Historically, the imperfect subjunctive form (yaqtula) was distinct from the imperfect in-

dicative (yaqtulu); but with the loss of final short vowels the distinction was lost. The subjunctive 

form is now identical with the indicative form. Usually only context and sense designate the sub-

junctive mood in Biblical Hebrew; however, the short imperfect form is used at times. The sub-

junctive is negated by the prepositive negative ֹלא or לולֵא. English uses the subjunctive.  

 The subjunctive mood may be designated by the conditional conjunctions that introduce 

the protasis of conditional sentences:46 

 if (introduces true-to-fact conditions)— אִם  

 if, in case that (introduces juridical conditions)— כִי  

 if and only if (introduces exclusive conditions)— כִי אִם  

  if and only if (introduces exclusive conditions)— רַק  אִם  

  if not (introduces negative conditions)— אִם  לאֹ  

  if (introduces contrary-to-fact conditions)— לו   

  if (introduces contrary-to-fact conditions)— אִלו   

  if not (introduces negative contrary-to-fact conditions)— לולֵא   

 The subjunctive mood may be designated by adverbial conjunctions of purpose that intro-

duce a clause of purpose: 

עַן     מַ   in order that— לְׁ

ור     in order that— בַעֲבָ֛

תְׁ    תִי אֵָּ֑ רִי־נָֹ֖א אֲחִֹ֣ עַן  אִמְׁ מַ  ילְׁ יטַב־לִִ֣    יִֶֽ

Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me. (Gen. 12:13) 

ור   לָה בַעֲבָ֛ אֹכֵֵּ֑ ךֵ֥ וְׁ בָרֶכְׁ יתְׁ שִֹ֖  נַפְׁ

And let me eat, that my soul may bless you. (Gen. 27:4) 

 

44 The perfect aspect is used in taken-for-granted and contrary-to-fact conditionals; it may also be used in 

hypothetical clauses (LaSor, 32.514 f). 

45 The participle is used in contrary-to-present-reality conditional sentences. 

46 Examples are given in the section on the syntax of conditional sentences (§ 9.3.6). 
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 The subjunctive mood may be designated by adverbial conjunction of result that introduces 

a clause of potential result: 

 lest— פֶן   

ח   ך֜  קַ  תְׁ ת־אִשְׁ ה פֶן־  . . .   אֶֶֽ יר׃  תִסָפֶֹ֖ ן הָעִֶֽ  בַעֲוֵֹ֥

Take your wife . . . 

lest you be consumed in the punishment of the city. (Gen. 19:15) 

 5.6.6.2.3 The volitive mood asserts that the action, state, or relationship is demanded, nec-

essary, obligatory, or permissible in the mind or the writer or speaker. The volitive is used to 

express a law, a command, a prohibition, the granting of permission or assurance; these are written 

or spoken by those in authority to those under authority.47 Usually the simple volitive is expressed 

by the normal imperfect form in the general circumstance (i.e., all three persons).48 The negative 

is expressed by אַל with the short imperfect. The directive volitive is expressed by the normal 

imperative form, limited to positive statements in the second person. 

 The volitive mood is used in four contexts: (1) the juridical, (2) the executive, (3) the per-

missive, and (4) the assurative. 

 The juridical volitive is used in formal statements of law, statutes, and commands. The 

commandments usually are universal, applying generally to all men at all times, being issued by 

divine or civil authority. As such the juridical volitive is limited to the simple and directive tones. 

Positive juridical commands in the second person may be expressed by the normal imperative 

form; in the second and third person they may be expressed by the normal imperfect form. Juridical 

prohibitions are emphatic, and are expressed by the prepositive negative ֹלא with the normal im-

perfect form; the imperative form is never used in prohibitions. English uses the emphatic future 

indicative; the imperative is used for the directive tone. 

Examples of simple juridical commands: 

ון   רֵ֔ מְׁ וֹר תִשְׁ םשָמִ֣ הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵיכֵֶּ֑ ת יְׁ וֹֹ֖   אֶת־מִצְׁ

You shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God49 (Deut. 6:17) 

שֵכָר    ירמִיִֶַּֽ֤יִן וְׁ    יַזִֵ֔

He shall separate himself from wine and similar drink. (Num. 6:3) 

(3rd person) 

 

47 The actual necessity or obligation depends on true authority of the writer or speaker. 

48 Occasionally the short imperfect form is used with the volitive. 

49 This example employs the normal imperfect with energetic Nun which is merely stylistic, having no effect 

on meaning. 
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Examples of directive juridical commands: 

ד   ךכַבֵֵ֥ אֶת־אִמֵֶּ֑ יך וְׁ   אֶת־אָבִֹ֖

Honor your father and your mother. (Exod. 20:12) 

ע   מַֹ֖ ה שְׁ הוֵָ֥ ל יְׁ רָאֵֵּ֑ ד׃יִשְׁ ה׀ אֶחֶָֽ הוֵָ֥ ינו יְׁ    אֱלֹהֵֹ֖

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, The LORD is one! (Deut. 6:4) 

Examples of juridical prohibitions: 

א   ֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ חל ֶֽ צָֹ֖    ׃תִרְׁ

You shall not commit murder. (Exod. 20:13) 

א   ֹ֖ ִֹ֣ ףל ֶֽ אֵָּ֑   תִנְׁ

You shall not commit adultery. (Exod. 20:14) 

א   ֹ֖ ִֹ֣ ב ל נֵֶֹֽ֔   ׃תִגְׁ

You shall not steal. (Exod. 20:15) 

ר   מֶץ שֵכָֹ֖ חֵֹ֥ א  חמֶֹץ יֶַָּֽ֛יִן וְׁ ִֹ֣ הל תֵֶּ֑   יִשְׁ

He shall not drink vinegar made from wine 

nor vinegar made from similar drink (Num. 6:3) 

(3rd person). 

 The executive volitive is used in statements of command, order, instructions, demand, ob-

ligation, necessity, or urgency. The commands usually are restricted in time and scope; generally 

they are directed to specific individuals in specific circumstances. Executive commands are issued 

to subordinates by those in real or assumed authority.  

 Usually the simple executive commands are expressed by the normal imperfect form, or at 

times by the short imperfect. English uses the auxiliary “let” or the emphatic future indicative. 

ה   שָֹ֖ אֶת־הַכִבְׁ שַלִֵ֣ם וְׁ יִםיְׁ תֵָּ֑ בַעְׁ   אַרְׁ

He shall restore fourfold for the lamb. (2 Sam. 12:6) 

(third person) 

וֹר  י אֵּ֑ הִִ֣    יְׁ

Let there be light. (Gen. 1:3) 

(impersonal short form) 

י     הִֵ֥ יעַ יְׁ   רָָקִֹ֖

Let there be a firmament. (Gen. 1:6) 

(impersonal short form) 

ן   ם אַהֲרֵֹ֔ אֵת  שִֵ֣ ב וְׁ תֹֹ֖ יתִכְׁ ה לֵוִֵּ֑    עַל־מַטִֵ֣

And you shall write Aaron’s name on the rod of Levi. 

(Num. 17:18, vs. 3 Eng.) 
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 The directive executive commands are expressed by the normal imperative form, limited to 

positive commands in the second person. English uses the imperative.50 

ךֵ֥ לֶךְ  צְׁ ךָ֛ מֵאַרְׁ    ־לְׁ

Get out of your country. (Gen. 12:1) 

ו   ים  הֱיֵ֥ כנִֹֹ֖ ים נְׁ שֶת יָמִֵּ֑ לִֹ֣   לִשְׁ

Be ready for the third day. (Exod. 19:15) 

(durative aspect) 

 Simple executive prohibitions are expressed by the short imperfect form with אַל. Emphatic 

prohibitions are expressed with ֹלא. English uses do not. 

ה׃   ו אֶל־אִשֶָֽ שֹ֖ ל־תִגְׁ  אֶַֽ

Do not come near your wives. (Exod. 19:15) 

םאַל  רָָ֗ א אַבְׁ    ־תִירִָ֣

Do not be afraid, Abram. (Gen. 15:1) 

עַר   ך  אֶל־הַנֵַ֔ ֶּֽדְׁ ח יֶָֽ לִַ֤  אַל־תִשְׁ

עַש ־אַלוְׁ   ומָה  תֵַ֥ אֵּ֑ וֹ מְׁ   לֹ֖

Do not lay your hand on the lad, 

nor do anything to him. (Gen. 22:12) 

ו־אַל  לִ֤ א תאֹכְׁ נו  נֵָ֔   מִמֶ 

Do not eat it raw.51 (Exod. 12:9) 

אוְׁ   ֶֹֽ ד־ל ל׃ תוֹרֵֹּ֧ אֶֹֽ ם שְׁ שָלֹֹ֖ וֹ בְׁ    שֵיבָתָ֛

And do not let his gray hair go down to the grave in peace. (1 Kgs. 2:6) 

(emphatic, short form.) 

ו ־לאֹוְׁ  רִ֣ כְׁ נו   יִמְׁ    מִמֶָ֗

And they shall not sell any of it. (Ezek. 48:14) 

(emphatic) 

י    נִֵ֔ ק אֶת־בְׁ א רִַ֣ ֵֹ֥ ב ל מָה׃תָשֵֹ֖    שֶָֽ

Only do not take my son back there. (Gen. 24:8) 

(emphatic, short form) 

 Executive commands are made polite or respectful by the postpositive particle נָא. 

 

50 Muraoka § 114o lists examples of commands issued in instances where execution is beyond the capability 

of the one receiving the command (Gen 42:16; Deut 32:50). 

51 The word an` in this example is not the particle of entreaty, but the word raw. 
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וֹ   אמֶר לָ֗ ִֹ֣ א ־לֶךְ  וַי נָ   

יך    וֹם אַחֶ  לִ֤ ה אֶת־שְׁ אֵ֜    רְׁ

Then he said to him, “Please go 

and see if it is well with your brothers.” (Gen. 37:14) 

רִי תְׁ   נָֹ֖א־אִמְׁ תִי אֵָּ֑    אֲחִֹ֣
Please say you are my sister. (Gen. 12:13) 

ים  י׃ נֵָ֥א־שִֶֽ רֵכִֶֽ חַת יְׁ ךֹ֖ תֵַ֥    יָדְׁ

Please put your hand under my thigh. (Gen. 24:2) 

א־קַח  ךִ֤  נֶָ֠ ידְׁ חִֶֽ ך  אֶת־יְׁ רֶץ הַמֹרִיֵָּ֑ה . . . אֶת־בִנְׁ ךֵ֔ אֶל־אֶֹ֖ לֶךְ־לְׁ    וְׁ

 Please take your son, your only son . . . 

and go to the land of Moriah. (Gen. 22:2) 

 In prohibitions the particle נָא follows the negative אַל. The particle נָא is not used with ֹלא 

in emphatic prohibitions. 

א   עו׃אַל־נֵָ֥ י תָרֵֶֽ    אַחַֹ֖

Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly! (Gen. 19:7) 

 The permissive volitive grants permission. The simple permissive is expressed by the nor-

mal imperfect form, or at times by the short imperfect. The negative is expressed by the short 

imperfect with אַל, and is indistinguishable from a prohibition. English uses the auxiliary may. 

ֶּֽן   ץ־הַגָֹ֖ ל עֵֶֽ למִכֵֹ֥ ל תאֹכֵֶֽ  ׃ אָכֵֹ֥
Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat. (Gen. 2:16) 

נִֵ֤י בָנַי    ית אֶת־שְׁ א תָמִֵ֔ ֵֹ֥ יךאִם־ל נו אֵלֵֶּ֑    אֲבִיאֶֹ֖

You may kill my two sons if I do not bring him back to you. (Gen. 42:37) 

בו    שֶןיֵשְׁ רֶץ גֵֹ֔ אִֶ֣    בְׁ

They may dwell in the land of Goshen. (Gen. 47:6) 

(third person) 

הּ   אלָֹ֖    ׃יִטַמֶָֽ

For her he may defile himself. (Lev. 21:3) 

(third person) 

יו . . .   ל לֶֶ֣חֶם אֱלֹהָָ֔ ֵֽ  ׃ יאֹכ 
He may eat . . . the bread of his God. (Lev. 21:22) 

(third person) 

י   רִֹ֖ שאֶת־הַנָכְׁ    תִגֵֹּ֑

Of a foreigner you may require it. (Deut. 15:3) 

(short form) 
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נִי  אַל־נִָ֤א נו   נֵלֵךְ    אַל־בְׁ לֵָ֔    כֻׁ

No my son, we may not all go! (2 Sam. 13:25) 
(first person) 

 The directive permissive52 is expressed by the normal imperative form, limited to positive 

permission in the second person. English uses the imperative. 

נִי  א גַם־אָֹ֖ צָה־נֵָ֥ ֶֽ ה אָרֻׁ יהִי מֵָ֔    . . . וִִ֣

וֹ   אמֶר לֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ וץוַי    רֵּ֑

“What ever happens, please let me also run” . . . 

So he said to him, “Run.” (2 Sam. 18:22, 23) 

י  ה אֶת־אָבִֹ֖ רֵָ֥ בְׁ אֶקְׁ עֱלֶה־נָָ֛א וְׁ ה אֶֶֽ עַתָָ֗  . . .  וְׁ

ה   עֵֹּ֑ אמֶר פַרְׁ ֹֹ֖ ה  וַי ר ועֲלֵָ֛ בֵֹ֥ יך קְׁ   אֶת־אָבִֹ֖

“Now please let me go up and bury my father” . . . 

And Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father.” (Gen. 50:5, 6) 

 The assurative volitive expresses assurance of future results that are beyond the control of 

the person addressed.53 This is particularly effective in the directive. The directive assurative is 

expressed by the normal imperative form, limited to positive assurance in the second person. Eng-

lish uses the imperative. 

וֹן   ֶּ֭הוָה מִצִיֵּ֑ ח יְׁ לִַ֣ ךָ֗ יִשְׁ זְׁ ה־עֻׁ מַטֵֶֽ  

ה   דֵָ֗ ֜ יך׃רְׁ בֶֶֽ רֶב אֹיְׁ ָקִֶ֣    בְׁ

The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion. 

Rule in the midst of Your enemies! (Psa. 110:2) 

וֹל    יחַ אָכִ֤  הַשָנָה  סָפִֵ֔

יס ו ית שָחִֵּ֑ ה הַשֵנִֹ֖  בַשָנֵָ֥

ית  לִישִָ֗ ו ובַשָנִָ֣ה הַשְׁ עֹּ֧ ו וְׁ זִרְׁ רָ֛  קִצְׁ

ווְׁ  עֵ֥ ים וְׁ  נִטְׁ רָמִֹ֖ יֶָֽם׃  אָכוֹלכְׁ  פִרְׁ

You shall eat this year such as grows of itself, 

And the second year what springs from the same; 

Also in the third year sow and reap, 

Plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. (Isa. 37:30) 

 5.6.6.2.4 The hortative mood expresses exhortation either personal or impersonal. The ex-

hortation usually is given to peers rather than to a subordinate. 

 

52 GKC § 110 b; Muraoka § 114n; see also Exod. 4:18; 2 Sam 15:9; 2 Kgs. 2:17; 6:2; Ruth 2:2. 

53 GKC § 110 c.  
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 The simple hortative is expressed by the long imperfect form, and negated by אַל with the 

long form.54 (The emphatic negative is expressed with ֹלא.) The directive hortative is expressed 

by the long imperative form, and limited to positive statements in the second person. 

 The hortative mood is used in three contexts: (1) determinative, (2) cohortative, and (3) 

exhortative. 

 The determinative hortative expresses determination, possibly in the sense of self exhorta-

tion. This seems to be limited to the first person; thus only the simply tone is found, but no direc-

tives. English uses the simple future indicative.  

ל הַזֵֶּ֑ה   ה הַגָדֹֹ֖ אֵֶ֥ ה אֶת־הַמַרְׁ אֵֶ֔ אֶרְׁ רָה־נִָ֣א וְׁ ֶֽ  אָסֻׁ

 I will now turn aside and see this great sight. (Exod. 3:3) 

(polite) 

ימָה לֶךְ  אָשִִ֤ עָלַי  מֵֶ֔  

I will set a king over me. (Deut. 17:14) 

תָ    אָמַרְׁ ה וְׁ לִָ֣ ראֹכְׁ    בָשֵָ֔

And you say, “I will eat meat.” (Deut. 12:20) 

ה    כֵָ֥ לְׁ אֶֹ֖ וְׁ אֵֶֽ ות׃אֶרְׁ רֶם אָמֶֽ טֵֶ֥  נו בְׁ

I will go and see him before I die. (Gen. 45:28) 

אדנָֹי  וַ   א יִִ֤חַר לֶַֽ רָהאַל־נַָּ֞    אֲדַבֵֵ֔

Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. (Gen. 18:30) 

ה   דַָּ֕ הוְׁ נֵרְׁ רֵָ֥ בְׁ כֶל׃   נִשְׁ ךֹ֖ אֶֹֽ  לְׁ

We will go down and buy you food. (Gen. 43:4)(plural) 

רֲדָה  ה וְׁ   נִָ֣א־אֵֶֽ אֵֶ֔  . . .  אֶרְׁ

א  ֹֹ֖ אִם־ל עָהוְׁ  ׃ אֵדֶָֽ
I will go down now and see . . . 

and if not, I will know. (Gen. 18:21) 

(polite)55 

 

 

 

 

54 At times the negative may use the short form. 

55 The negative  א ֹֹ֖ עָה applies to an elided verb, not to אִם־ל  .אֵדֶָֽ



Chapter 5 The Syntactic Attributes of Hebrew Verbs 145 

 

  

ן   ילָה לאֹ־כֵֹ֖ פָנֵֶּ֑יךאֹחִִ֣    לְׁ

I will not linger thus with you! (2 Sam. 18:14)56 

ה   רֵָ֔ מְׁ וֹת הַיֵָּ֑לֶדאֶָֽ מִ֣ ה בְׁ אֶֹ֖    אַל־אֶרְׁ

I will not watch the death of the boy. (Gen. 21:16) 
(negative)57 

ירָה   רָהוֶֽ֜ נשִֵ֥ זַמְׁ ך׃   נְׁ בורָתֶֶֽ   גְׁ

We will sing and praise Your power. (Psa. 21:14) 

 The determinative may be used even in conditional sentences or following negatives.58 

רָה אִם־  דַבְׁ י אֲֶּ֭ אֵבִֵּ֑ ךְ כְׁ   לאֹ־יֵחָשִֵ֣

Though I speak, my grief is not relieved. (Job 16:6) 

 The cohortative urges peers to mutual action. It is limited to the first person; thus only the 

simple tone is found, but no directives. English uses the auxiliary “let.” 

ה   כָָ֗ לְׁ דָה  וְׁ נֵֶֽ עַבְׁ ים  נֶַֽ ים אֲחֵרִֵ֔  אֱלֹהִִ֣

Let us go and serve other gods. (Deut. 13:7) 

קָה נַתְׁ ֶֶּֽ֭ ימוֹ  נְׁ רוֹתֵֵּ֑ וֹסְׁ  אֶת־מֶֽ

יכָהוְׁ  לִֹ֖ ימוֹ׃  נַשְׁ נו עֲבתֵֶֹֽ  מִמִֶ֣

 Let us break Their bonds in pieces 

And cast away Their cords from us. (Psa. 2:3) 

אַל־  יבָהוְׁ שִֹ֖ יו׃ נַקְׁ בָרֶָֽ    אֶל־כָל־דְׁ

Let us not give heed to any of his words. (Jer. 18:18) 

(negative) 

נִָ֣ה    בְׁ ים וְׁ נִלְׁ בֵנִֵ֔ הלְׁ פָֹ֖ רְׁ ה  נִשְׁ רֵפֵָּ֑   לִשְׁ

Let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly. (Gen. 11:3) 

אדנָֹי  וַ   א יִִ֤חַר לֶַֽ רָהאַל־נַָּ֞    אֲדַבֵֵ֔

Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. (Gen. 18:30) 

  

 

56 The negative ֹלא negates the adverb כֵן (thus), not the verb. 

57 The long form of final ה verbs is not always distinct from the normal form.  See the examples above in 

Gen. 18:21 and Exod. 3:3 where parallelism calls for ה אֶֹ֖  .to be the long form אֶרְׁ

58 GKC § 108 d-e. 
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א   ֵֹ֥ נו  ל פֶש׃ נַכֶֹ֖  נֶָֽ

Let us not kill him! (Gen. 37:21)
59

  

(emphatic negative) 

 The exhortative urges others to desirable action that the speaker or writer does not share; 

thus the first person is excluded. The second person positive exhortative is found usually in the 

directive tone, expressed by the long imperative form.60 The negative is expressed by אַל with the 

short imperfect form in both second and third person. 

 The emphatic negative, if it occurs, would be expressed by ֹלא. English uses the imperative; 

for second person negatives the auxiliary do not is used; and for first and third person negatives, 

let not is used. 

Examples with the long imperative: 

ה    כָ  ינו יֶַֹּֽ֖יִןלְׁ ה אֶת־אָבִָ֛ ָקֶֹּ֧ נַשְׁ   

Come, let us make our father drink wine. (Gen. 19:32)61 

ה    רֵָ֥ י׃מִכְׁ ךֹ֖ לִֶֽ רָתְׁ כֶֹֽ וֹם אֶת־בְׁ    כַיָ֛

Sell me your birthright as of this day. (Gen. 25:31) 

ובָה   השִ֣ הוֵָ֔ ם־יְׁ אֻׁ רָאֵל  נְׁ ה יִשְׁ בִָ֤ שֻׁ    מְׁ

 “Return, backsliding Israel,” says the LORD. (Jer. 3:12) 

כו  הוֵָּ֑ה נָָ֛א־לְׁ ר יְׁ ה יאֹמִַ֣ חָֹ֖ כְׁ נִוֶָֽ    וְׁ

Please come and let us reason together. (Isa. 1:18)62 

Examples of negated exhortatives: 

נו    יָדֵ  הִי־אַלוְׁ וֹ תְׁ    ־בֵ֔

Let not our hand be upon him. (Gen. 37:27) 

(impersonal) 

 
 

 

59 The long imperfect form loses the final syllable when a pronoun suffix is attached.  The form is regarded 

as virtually long. 

60 The long imperfect form in the second person is rare.  An example is found in Job 11:17  פָה עָֻׁ֗  you are)  תָ֜

dark), although it does not seem to be exhortative (GKC § 48 d).  Gordon noted that the long form yaqtulâ is not 

limited to the first person in Ugaritic (UT, 9.11).  This is also true in Hebrew, although the examples are rare; see Isa. 

5:19 for examples of the long form in third person. 

61 This example illustrates the mixture of the exhortative (ה כָ  ה) with the cohortative (לְׁ ָקֶֹּ֧  .(נַשְׁ

62 This example illustrates the use of the polite imperative form together with the cohortative. The imperative 

has only a virtually long form for the plural. 
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י ־אַל  הִִ֣ עֵינֵֶּ֑יך תְׁ ם בְׁ    חָכִָ֣

Do not be wise in your own eyes. (Prov. 3:7) 

(second person) 

ן־אַל  ה יַאֲמִֵ֣ עֵָּ֑   בַשָו נִתְׁ

Let him not trust in futile things, deceiving himself. (Job 15:31) 

(impersonal) 

 5.6.6.2.5 The precative mood expresses entreaty or request for permission; it is used in all 

three persons. The simple precative is expressed by the long imperfect in general (i.e., in all three 

persons63); it is negated by אַל usually with the long imperfect form. The emphatic negative is 

expressed by ֹלא with the normal imperfect form. The directive precative is expressed by the long 

imperative form, or at times by the short imperative, limited to positive second person statements.  

 The precative mood is used in two contexts: (1) entreaty, and (2) request for permission. 

 The precative of entreaty pleads for action on behalf of oneself or others. English uses the 

auxiliary let for simple entreaty, and the imperative for the directive tone. 

Examples of simple entreaty (first person): 

שו    פַי  וְׁ יֵבִֹ֤ שָה ־אַלרדְֹׁ נִי  אֵבִֹ֣ אֵָ֔  

תו   מָה וְׁ יֵחִַ֣ תָה־אַלהֵֵ֔ נִי   אֵחַֹ֖ אֵָּ֑  

Let those who persecute me be ashamed, 

But do not let me be put to shame; 

Let them be dismayed, 

But do not let me be dismayed. (Jer. 17:18) 

(negative) 

האַל־נִָ֣א   דָָ֗   נאֹבְׁ

Please do not let us perish! (Jon. 1:14) 

(negative) 

Example of simple entreaty (2nd person): 

יֵה־אַל  הְׁ התִֶֽ חִתֵָּ֑ י לִמְׁ    ־לִֹ֖

Do not be a terror to me. (Jer. 17:17) 

(negative) 

  

 

63 The second and third person are rare for the long imperfect form. See footnote 60, p. 145.  
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Example of simple entreaty (3rd person): 

ר׀   מַהֵֹּ֧ ישָה יְׁ ה יָחִָ֛ אֵֶּ֑ עַן נִרְׁ מִַ֣ הו לְׁ  מַעֲשֵֹ֖

ב וְׁ  רִַ֣ תִקְׁ וֹאָה וְׁ ל וְׁ  תָבָ֗ רָאֵֹ֖ וֹש יִשְׁ דֵ֥ ת קְׁ עָהעֲצַָ֛  ׃ נֵדֶָֽ
Let Him make speed and hasten His work, 

That we may see it; 

And let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel 

draw near and come, 

That we may know it. (Isa. 5:19)(impudent entreaty) 

 This example mixes the normal imperfect and the long imperfect to express third person 

entreaty. It apparently is the only example of a third person long form in the Bible. 

Examples of directive entreaty: 

ידָה  ים׃   נִָ֣א־הַגִֶֽ ם רעִֶֹֽ ה הֵֵ֥ י אֵיפֹֹ֖  לִֵ֔

Please tell me where they are feeding their flocks. (Gen. 37:16) 

(polite) 

ה   ומִָ֤ ך קָ֨ אַפֶָ֗ ה׀ בְׁ הוָ   יְׁ

נָשֵא  י הִֶּ֭ רֵָּ֑ וֹת צוֹרְׁ רִ֣ עַבְׁ  בְׁ

ורָהוְׁ  יתָ׃  עֵ֥ ט צִוִֶֽ פֵָ֥ י מִשְׁ לַָ֗  אֵ֜

Arise, O LORD, in Your anger; 

Lift Yourself up because of the rage of my enemies, 

And awake for me to the judgment You have commanded. (Psa. 7:7 Heb.) 

ה   י רִיבִָ֣ רִיבֵַּ֑ ֶּ֭הוָה אֶת־יְׁ ם יְׁ חַָ֗ י׃לְׁ֜ חֲמֶָֽ    אֶת־לֶֹֽ

צִנֵָּ֑ה וְׁ֜ הַחֲזִֵ֣ק   ומָהמָגִֵֶּֽ֣ן וְׁ י׃  קָ֗ רָתִֶֽ עֶזְׁ    בְׁ

Plead my cause, O LORD, 

with those who strive with me, 

Fight against those who fight against me, 

Take hold of shield and buckler, 

And stand up for my help. (Psa. 35:1,2) 

ר   ול לֵאמֵֹּ֑ א אֶל־שָאֹ֖ ךְ בֵָ֔ אִָ֣ ה ומַלְׁ כָהוְׁ מַהֲרִָ֣    לֵֵ֔

A messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hasten and come” (1 Sam. 23:27) 

ומָה   הוִָ֣ה רִ֣ ך׃יְׁ בורָתֶֶֽ רָה גְׁ זַמְׁ נְׁ ֜ ירָה וֶֽ זֵֶֶּּֽ֑ך נָשִֵ֥ עֻׁ    בְׁ

Be exalted, O LORD, in Your own strength! 

We will sing and praise Your power. (Psa. 21:14 Heb.) 

ימָה    וֹת נֵֶּ֑צַחהָרִִ֣ אִ֣ מַשֻׁ עָמֶיך לְׁ ֶּ֭    פְׁ

Lift up Your feet to the perpetual desolations. (Psa. 74:3) 

י     עִָ֗ ק֬וֹל שַוְׁ יבָה׀  לְׁ שִִ֤  הַקְׁ

Give heed to the voice of my cry. (Psa. 5:3 Heb.) 
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 The precative of request makes an appeal for permission or favor. It is made to those in 

authority. The simple request is expressed by the long imperfect form; it is negated by אַל with the 

short form. (The emphatic negative is expressed by ֹלא with the short form.) The directive is ex-

pressed by the long imperative form, limited to second person positive requests. English used the 

auxiliary let for simple requests, and the imperative for the directive tone. 

Examples of simple requests: 

עֱלֶה  הוְׁ  נָָ֛א־אֶֶֽ רֵָ֥ בְׁ י וְׁ  אֶקְׁ ובָהאֶת־אָבִֹ֖  ׃ אָשֶֽ
Please let me go up and bury my father, and I will come back. (Gen. 50:5) 

ך     צֶָ֗ אַרְׁ רָה־נִָ֣א  בְׁ בְׁ  נַעְׁ
Please let us pass through your country. (Num. 20:17) 

ךְ   ה נָֹ֖א אִיעָצֵֵ֥    עֵצֵָּ֑

Please let me give you counsel. (1 Kgs. 1:12) 

א־נֵלֲכָה  ר  נַָּ֞ בֵָ֔ שֶת יָמִים  בַמִדְׁ לִֹ֤ רֶךְ שְׁ  דִֶ֣

הוְׁ  חָֹ֖ בְׁ ינו׃   נִזְׁ ה אֱלֹהֵֶֽ יהוֵָ֥  לֶַֽ

 Please let us go three days’ journey into the wilderness 

that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. (Exod. 3:18) 

צָה  ֶֽ י נֵָ֥א ־אָרֻׁ י הַכושִֵּ֑ נִי אַחֲרִֵ֣    גַם־אָֹ֖

Please let me also run after the Cushite. (2 Sam. 18:22) 

י וְׁ   ו אַחֲרֵַ֔ כִ֣ יכָהלְׁ יש אוֹלִִ֣ ם אֶל־הָאִֹ֖ כֵֶ֔   אֶתְׁ

Follow me, and let me take you to the man. (2 Kgs. 6:19) 

עָה    רְׁ זְׁ ל אֶֶּ֭ ר יאֹכֵֵּ֑ אַחִֵ֣    וְׁ

Let me sow, and another eat. (Job 31:8) 

א אֲכַנֶֶֽה׃     ִֹ֣ ם ל דָָ֗ אֶל־אָ֜ יש וְׁ נֵי־אִֵּ֑ א פְׁ א אֶשִָ֣  אַל־נֶָּ֭

Please let me not show partiality to anyone; 

Nor let me flatter any man. (Job 32:21) 

(negative with virtual short form) 

ה־אַל  אֶֹ֖ י׃ אֶרְׁ רָעָתִֶֽ    בְׁ

Do not let me see my wretchedness! (Num. 11:15) 

(negative) 

א   ִֹ֣ עַ  ל מֹ  ף לִשְׁ י  אֹסֵָ֗ הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵָ֔  אֶת־קוֹל  יְׁ

את   ָֹ֛ ה הַז דלֵָֹ֥ ש הַגְׁ אֶת־הָאֵ  אוְׁ ֶֹֽ ה־ל אֵֶ֥ וֹד  אֶרְׁ  עֹ֖

Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, 

Nor let me see this great fire anymore. (Deut. 18:16) 

(emphatic negative) 
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Example of the directive request: 

נָה  רֶן תְׁ וֹם הַגֵֹ֔ קִ֣ ־לִי  מְׁ  

חַ לַיהוֵָּ֑ה   בֵֹ֖ וֹ מִזְׁ נֶה־בֵ֥ אֶבְׁ    וְׁ

Grant me the place of this threshing floor, 

that I may build an altar on it to the LORD (1 Chron. 21:22) 

 5.6.6.2.6 The persuasive mood attempts to persuade another to some course of action. The 

simple persuasive is expressed by the short imperfect form; it is negated by אַל with the short 

form.64 (The emphatic negative is expressed by ֹלא with the short form.) The directive persuasive 

is expressed by the short imperative form, limited to second person positive statements. English 

uses the auxiliary let for simple persuasion, and the imperative for the directive tone. 

ח  קֶַֽ יִם נִָ֣א־יֻׁ עַט־מֵַ֔    מְׁ

Please let a little water be brought. (Gen. 18:4) 

י   הִ  ינו נֵָ֥א תְׁ ה בֵינוֹתֵֹ֖  אָלָָ֛

 Please let there be an oath between us. (Gen. 26:28) 

ה   עַתָָ֗ עַר נִָ֤א־יֵֶֽשֶב וְׁ חַת הַנֵַ֔ ך  תִַ֣ דְׁ    עַבְׁ

Now therefore, please let your servant remain 

instead of the lad. (Gen. 44:33) 

הַנַֹ֖עַר   יו׃יֵַ֥עַל  וְׁ   (Gen. 44:33 WTT) עִם־אֶחֶָֽ

And let the lad go up with his brothers. (Gen. 44:33) 

הִי א־יְׁ הּ  נָ  בַדֵָ֔ רֶב אֶל־הַגִזָה  לְׁ חִֹ֤  

רֶץ עַל־כָל־הָאָֹ֖ יֶה וְׁ הְׁ ל׃ יִֶֽ ־טֶָֽ  
Please let it be dry only on the fleece, 

but on all the ground let there be dew. (Jdgs. 6:39) 

(short form and normal form) 

ן ־אַלוְׁ   יא תִתֵֵ֥ ם נָָקִֵּ֑ ינו דִָ֣   עָלֵֹ֖

Do not charge us with innocent blood. (Jon. 1:14)(2nd pers. negative) 

א   ר אַל־נֵָ֥ ך׃ תַעֲבֹֹ֖ דֶֶֽ ל עַבְׁ  מֵעֵַ֥

 Please do not pass on by Your servant. (Gen. 18:3) 

(2nd pers. negative) 

א   י אַל־נָ  הִִ֤ יך תְׁ ין רעֵֶֹּ֑ י ובִֵ֣ ין רעַֹֹ֖ יך ובֵֵ֥ י ובֵינֵֶ֔ רִיבָה  בֵינִִ֣  מְׁ

Please let not there be strife between you and me. (negative)  (Gen. 13:8) 

 

64 For examples of the first-person short forms see Deut 18:16; Isa 41:28; 42:6; Ezek 5:16; Hos 9:15. For 

second person short forms see 1 Sam 10:8; Ezek 3:3; Psa 71:21; 104:20 (Muraoka § 114 g). 
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א   אדנָֹי  יִִ֤חַר אַל־נַָּ֞    לֶַֽ

Please let not the LORD be angry. (Gen. 18:30) 

(negative) 

י   הִִ֣ יךנִָ֣א תְׁ פִלִַ֣ת עֲבָדֶָ֗ אֶל־תְׁ ך֜ וְׁ דְׁ ת עַבְׁ פִלַ  שֶבֶת אֶל־תְׁ ־קֶַ֠ ךֶֽ נְׁ    אָזְׁ

Please let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant. (Neh.  1:11) 

Example of the directive persuasive: 

ךְ   ד׃ לֵַ֚ אֶֹֽ נו מְׁ תָ־מִמֶֹ֖ מְׁ י־עָצֶַֽ נו כִֶֽ עִמֵָ֔  מֵֶֽ

 Go away from us, 

for you are much mightier than we. (Gen. 26:16) 

 5.6.6.2.7 The optative mood expresses a wish, desire, blessing, or curse. The optative ap-

pears to be used only in the simple tone. It is expressed by the short imperfect form, and negated 

by אַל. The optative may occur in two degrees of possibility: (1) true-to-fact, and (2) contrary-to-

fact. 

 The true-to-fact optative expresses a wish, desire, or blessing that is possible to happen. It 

is expressed by the short imperfect form, and negated by אַל. English used the auxiliary may or 

let; at times may is elided. 

ךֵ֥   בָרֶכְׁ הוָֹ֖ה וְׁ יְׁ ךיְׁ רֶֶֽ מְׁ    ׃יִשְׁ

ר   יך וִֶֽ יָאֵ  הוָֹּ֧ה׀ פָנָָ֛יו אֵלֶֹ֖ ֶּֽךָ יְׁ נֶֶֽ    ׃יחֻׁ

א   יך וְׁ יִשָ  הוִָ֤ה׀ פָנָיו  אֵלֵֶ֔ םיְׁ וֹם׃ יָשֵֵ֥ ךֹ֖ שָלֶֽ    לְׁ

May the LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine upon you. 

And be gracious to you; 

May the LORD lift up His countenance upon you, 

And give you peace. (Num. 6:24-26) 

ת   ים תָמִֹ֤ שָרִֵ֔ וֹת יְׁ שִי  מִ֣ נַפְׁ  

יו  הִֵ֥ הו׃ תְׁ י כָמֶֹֽ    אַחֲרִיתִֹ֖

Let me die the death of righteous 

And let my end be like his! (Num. 23:10) 

י ־אַל  הִִ֤ וֹ  תְׁ    יָדִי  בֵ֔

Let my hand not be against him. (1 Sam. 18:17) 

(negative) 

צֶף   י ובֵינֵֶֶּּֽ֑ך  יִֵ֥ הוָֹ֖ה בֵינִִ֣  יְׁ

הו׃  יש מֵרֵעֵֶֽ ר אִֵ֥ י נִסָתֵֹ֖  כִֵ֥

May the LORD watch between you and me 

when we are absent one from another. (Gen. 31:49) 
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וא   וֹם הַהָ֗ י  הַיֵ֥ הִִּ֫ ֶֽ שֶךְ יְׁ  חֵֹ֥

ל  שִֵ֣ ־אֶַֽ רְׁ עַל יִדְׁ וֹהַ מִמֵָּ֑  הו אֱלִ֣

ע־אַלוְׁ   ה׃  תוֹפַֹ֖ הָרֶָֽ יו נְׁ  עָלִָ֣

 May that day be darkness; 

May God above not seek it, 

Nor the light shine upon it. (Job 3:4) 

(negatives) 

 The contrary-to-present fact optative is expressed by  לו (would that) with the short imper-

fect form, or with a verbless noun clause. It may also be expressed by מִי יִתֵן (would to God) with 

a verbless noun clause, or occasionally by אַחֲלֵי (would that). English uses the subjunctive. 

ן    ן הֵֵּ֑ אמֶר לָבָֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ י ו לֹ֖ וַי הִֵ֥ ך׃יְׁ בָרֶֶֽ   כִדְׁ

And Laban said, “Oh, that it were according to your word.” (Gen. 30:34) 

ו   יךְ׃ יֶשלִ֤ תִֶֽ ה הֲרַגְׁ י עַתָֹ֖ י כִֵ֥ יָדִֵ֔ רֶב  בְׁ  ־חֶ 

 Oh, that there were a sword in my hand, 

for now I would kill you! (Num. 22:29) 

י ו  ןמִ  ים יִתֵ֜ בִיאִֵ֔ הוָה  נְׁ ם יְׁ  כָל־עִַ֤

 Would to God that all the LORD’s people were prophets! (Num. 11:29) 

קֶר תאֹמַר    ן בַבִֹ֤ י־יִתִֵ֣ רֶבמִֶֽ עֵֶ֔  

ר   רֶב תאֹמַֹ֖ ן  ובָעֵֶ֥ י־יִתִֵ֣ קֶרמִֶֽ   בֵֹּ֑

In the morning you shall say, 

“Would to God that it were evening!” 

And at evening you shall say, 

“Would to God that it were morning!” (Deut. 28:67) 

י   וֹן אַחֲלִֵ֣ רֵּ֑ שמְֹׁ ר בְׁ יא אֲשִֶ֣ י הַנָבִֹ֖ נֵֵ֥ י לִפְׁ  אֲדנִֵֹ֔

 Would that my master were with the prophet who is in Samaria! (2 Kgs. 5:3) 

 The contrary-to-actual-fact optative is expressed by לו (would that) with the perfect aspect, 

or by מִי יִתֵן (would to God)65 with the perfect or infinitive. English uses the subjunctive. 

נו  ־לו  תְׁ ר הַזֶֹ֖ה   מַ  בֵָ֥ וֹ בַמִדְׁ יִם אָ֛ רֵַ֔ רֶץ מִצְׁ אִֶ֣ נו־לובְׁ תְׁ  ׃ מֶָֽ
Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! 

Or would that we had died in this wilderness! (Num. 14:2) 

ו וְׁ   נו  לֵ֥ ה׃ גָוַָ֛עְׁ הוֶָֽ י יְׁ נֵֵ֥ ינו לִפְׁ ע אַחֵֹ֖ וֵַ֥  בִגְׁ

Would that we had died when our brothers died before the LORD. (Num. 20:3) 

 

65 This idiom adds an emotional sense of regret. 
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נו  לו     לְׁ שֶבוַ הוֹאִַ֣ ן׃ נֵֵ֔ דֵֶֽ בֶר הַיַרְׁ עֵֹ֖    בְׁ

Would that we had been content, 

and dwelt on the other side of the Jordan! (Josh. 7:7) 

(the Waw consecutive carries the mood forward) 

ן׃  דֵֶֽ בֶר הַיַרְׁ עֵֹ֖ שֶב בְׁ נו וַנֵֵ֔ לְׁ לו  הוֹאִַ֣   (Jos. 7:7 WTT) וְׁ

Would to God that we had died by the hand of 

the LORD in the land of Egypt. (Exod. 16:3) 

 

ן   י־יִתִֵ֤ י׃ מותִי  מִֶֽ נִֶֽ י בְׁ נִֵ֥ וֹם בְׁ שָלֹ֖ יך אַבְׁ תֵֶ֔ י תַחְׁ  אֲנִִ֣

 Would to God that I had died in your place! 

O Absalom my son, my son! (2 Sam. 19:1) 

 The contrary-to-fact optative would surely be negated by the prepositive negative לולֵא, 

but there seems to be no example in Bible.66
 

 5.6.6.2.8 Moods summarized. In summary, the normal imperfect form usually is used for 

the indicative, subjunctive, and simple volitive; the long imperfect form is usually used for the 

simple hortative and precative; and the short imperfect form is used for the simple persuasive and 

optative. The normal imperative form is used to express the directive volitive; the long imperfect 

form is used for the directive hortative and directive precative; and the short imperative form is 

used for the directive persuasive, and at times as an alternate for the directive precative of entreaty.  

 It seems that at times the short imperfect form may be used as a stylistic variant for the 

normal and long forms in just about any mood. The short imperfect form is used regularly with אַל 

to express the simple negative of all the moods except the indicative, subjunctive, and juridical 

volitive (these moods are negated by ֹלא with the normal imperfect). For the other moods, the 

emphatic negative is expressed by ֹלא. Table 5.6 summarizes the relationship between the Hebrew 

moods and the verb forms.  

 Translating Hebrew moods. In English mood is expressed primarily by the modal auxilia-

ries will, shall, can, may, might, and must, and by their “past tense” (or conditional) alternates, 

would, should, could, might, and ought to. The modal auxiliary is the first word of the verb phrase; 

it is followed by the appropriate infinitive of the main verb. Table 5.7 summarizes the common 

meanings associated with the English mode auxiliaries. 

 

66 For this mood in Modern Hebrew see H. Rosen, 79-80, 227. 
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 The modal auxiliaries are limited to the indicative and subjunctive moods. English ex-

presses the hortative, precative, and persuasive moods by means of the auxiliary let which precedes 

the subject as follows: 

Let + subject + infinitive + predicate complement 

English expresses the optative mood by means of the auxiliary may which precedes the subject in 

the same way. The infinitive without an auxiliary expresses the English imperative mood. 

Table 5.6 

Summary of Hebrew Moods 

Tone → Simple Directive 

Form → 

Imperfect Imperative 

Normal Long Short Normal Long Short 

Mood  
 

 
     

1. Indicative 

2. Subjunctive       

3. Volitive: 

  (a) Juridical 

  (b) Executive 

  (c) Permissive 

  (d) Assurative 

 

 

+ 

+ 

+ 

 

 

 

- 

- 

- 

 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

  

4. Hortative: 

  (a)Determinative 

  (b) Cohortative 

  (c) Exhortative 

 

 

+ 

+ 

(+) 

 

- 

- 

- 

 

 

 

+ 

+ 

 

5. Precative: 

  (a) Entreaty 

  (b) Request 

 

 

+ 

+ 

 

- 

- 

 

 

+ 

+ 

 

(+) 

6. Persuasive       + 

7. Optative: 

  (a) True-to-fact 

  (b) Contrary-to-fact 

  

 

 

 

   

 + means positive statement 

 - means negative statement ( אַל simple, ֹלא emphatic) 

 Most English grammarians suggest that the auxiliary will should be used with second and 

third person in the simple factual indicative, and that shall should be used with the first person. 

They also suggest that shall should be used with the second and third person in the emphatic factual 

indicative, and that will should be used with the first person. 
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   Simple  Emphatic  

   I shall  I will 

   You will  You shall 

   He (she, it) will  He (she, it) shall 

   we shall  we will 

   they will  they shall 

Table 5.7 

English Mode Auxiliaries 

Mood → Indicative Subjunctive 

Sense  Future Past Future/Past 

Fact (simple) will  would 

Fact (emphatic) shall  should 

Command shall should should 

Determination shall should should 

Certainty shall should should 

Compulsion must must must 

Necessity must must must 

Obligation ought to ought to ought to 

Duty ought to ought to ought to 

Duty should should should 

Expectation should should should 

Custom should should should 

Possibility may might might 

Permissible may might might 

Potential might might might 

Ability can could could 

Willingness will would would 

Habitual will would would 

Habitual will used to would 
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 However, in common usage, will seems to be related to the simple factual indicative for all 

three persons, and shall to the emphatic. The latter is recommended for translation of the Scripture. 

   Simple  Emphatic 

   I will  I shall 

   You will  You shall 

   He (she, it) will  He (she, it) shall 

   We will  We shall 

   They will  They shall 

 Some of the modal senses expressed in English by auxiliaries are expressed in Hebrew by 

separate verbs. Table 5.8 summarizes the English auxiliaries that are used to translate the various 

moods in Hebrew. When Hebrew uses the directive tone, English should use the imperative. 

Table 5.8 

English Auxiliaries for Hebrew Moods 

Hebrew Mood 
English Auxiliary 

Simple Emphatic 

1. Indicative will shall 

2. Subjunctive would should 

3. Volitive   

   (a) Juridical  shall 

   (b) Executive let shall 

   (c) Permissive may  

   (d) Assurative  shall 

4. Hortative   

   (a) Determinative will shall 

   (b) Cohortative let  

   (c) Exhortative let  

5. Precative   

   (a) Entreaty let  

   (b) Request let  

6. Persuasive let  

7. Optative may/let  
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5.6.7 Emphasis 

 The Hebrew verb may be made emphatic by means of the cognate infinitive absolute, that 

is, an infinitive absolute of the same root and stem as the verb to receive emphasis.67 The emphasis 

may stress the certainty of the action, its continuousness, or it may strengthen some sense of the 

verb. 

 Emphasis of certainty. When the certainty of action is stressed, the cognate infinitive ab-

solute immediately precedes the verb. English uses an adverb such as surely, certainly, or indeed 

to express the equivalent stress. 

ה אִם־ עַתָָ֗ וֹעַ וְׁ עו   שָמִ֤ מְׁ יתִשְׁ קלִֵֹ֔    בְׁ

Now therefore, if ye will indeed obey my voice . . .(Exod. 19:5) 

 Sometimes the infinitive absolute may be in the qal stem with the finite verb in a derived 

stem. 

ר  עַ בָהָֹ֖ וֹת כָל־הַנֹגֵֵ֥ ת  מֵ֥  ׃יומֶָֽ
Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. (Exod. 19:12) 

י־ וֹלסָ כִֶֽ ה אוֹ־יִסָקֵל   קִ֤ ה  יָרִֹ֣  !  יִיָרֵֶ֔
He shall surely be stoned, or shot with an arrow. (Exod. 19:13) 

 In this example, the finite verb יִיָרֶה is in the niphal (passive) stem, whereas the infinitive 

absolute סָקוֹל is in the qal (active) stem. This demonstrates the fact that a passive verb may be 

modified by the infinitive absolute of the corresponding active stem. 

 Emphasis of certainty is expressed even with the verb הׇיׇה.  

ם   רָהֵָ֔ בְׁ אַ  וֹוְׁ יֶָ֛ה הָיֹּ֧ הְׁ ום   יִֶֽ עָצֵּ֑ וֹל וְׁ וֹי גָדֹ֖ גֵ֥  לְׁ

And Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation (Gen. 18:18) 

 The cognate infinitive absolute rarely precedes a participle and never an imperative.68 Ob-

viously it does not precede an imperfect with Waw Consecutive. In such cases, the cognate infini-

tive is placed after the verbal, and emphasis of certainty is not distinguished from emphasis of 

continuousness except by context. 

 

67 For a few exceptions see 2 Sam. 1:6; 15:8; Jer. 8:13; 42:10; Zep. 1:2. 

68 GKC § 113 r. There are two exceptions for the participle: Judg. 11:25; 20:39. 
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 Emphasis of continuousness. When the continuousness of the action is stressed, the cognate 

infinitive absolute immediately follows the verb with a linking conjunctive accent on the verb.69 

English uses an adverb such as continually or an auxiliary such as keeps on to express the equiva-

lent stress. 

ו עִ֤ עַ   שִמְׁ ינו ו   שָמוֹ  אַל־תָבִֵ֔ ווְׁ אֵ֥ וֹ רְׁ עו׃ רָאֹ֖ אַל־תֵדֶָֽ     וְׁ
Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 

Keep on seeing, but do not perceive. (Isa. 6:9) 

טוַ  פִֹ֣ וֹט   יִשְׁ שָפִֵ֣֔  

He keeps acting as a judge (Gen. 19:9) 

רֶךְ וַ  בִָ֤ ם בָרוֹךְ   יְׁ כֵֶ֔    אֶתְׁ

Therefore he continued to bless you (Josh. 24:10) 

א   ף לַשָוְׁ וֹף צָרִַ֣    צָרֵ֔

He keeps smelting in vain. (Jer. 6:29) 

ו כִ֤ ךְ   בָכוֹ   בְׁ הלֵֵֹ֔    לֶַֽ
Keep weeping for him who goes away. (Jer. 22:10) 

 Emphasis of continuousness is applied even to participles, whether functioning as a verb 

or as a verbal adjective.70 

א וֹא יצֵֵֹ֥ ל׃  יָצֹ֖ קַלֵֶֽ    ומְׁ

He came out, cursing as he came. (2 Sam. 16:5) 

(Lit.—-he kept coming out and cursing) 

 Emphasis of intensity. When some sense of the verbal idea is to be intensified, the cognate 

infinitive absolute immediately precedes the verb with a conjunctive accent on the infinitive.71 

Context and sense distinguish between emphasis of intensity and emphasis of certainty. English 

must use various adverbs appropriate for the occasion. 

י  תַגִידו    הַגִֵ֣דאִם־ הּ לִ֜    אוֹתָ 

If ye can correctly explain it to me (Judg. 14:12) 

יש  הֵעִד    הָעִֵ֣ד נו הָאִִ֤  * בָ 

The man solemnly warned us (Gen. 43:3) 

 

69 This construction occurs 32 times in the Hebrew Bible. 

70 Josh. 6:13; 2 Sam. 16:5; 2 Kgs. 2:11; Jer. 23:17; 41:6. 

71 This occurs 373 times with a conjunctive accent and 33 times with a near disjunctive accent (see Chapter 

22). 
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אֹל   ל נִשְׁ אַ  נִי נִשְׁ    מִמִֶ֤

David earnestly asked permission of me (1 Sam. 20:6) 

ךְ  אאִַ֣ ִֹ֤ ב יָצָא   יָצ    יַעֲקֵֹ֔

Jacob had scarcely gone out (Gen. 27:30) 

ה בִָ֤ בֶה   הַרְׁ ךְ אַרְׁ רנֵֵֹ֔ הֵֶֽ בוֹנִֵֶּֽ֣ךְ וְׁ    עִצְׁ
I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception (Gen. 3:16) 

 Negation of Emphasis. Negating emphasis usually is expressed by ֹלא with the finite verb, 

or by אַל in non-indicative moods.72 

ישוְׁ  א   הוֹרֵֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ וֹ ל    ׃  הוֹרִישֶֽ
He did not completely drive them out. (Judges 1:28) 

הוְׁ  א  נַקֵֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ ךָ  ל     אֲנַקֶֶֽ

I will not let you go altogether unpunished. (Jer. 30:11) 

תוְׁ  הו אַל־ הָמֵֹ֖ ֵּ֑ מִיתֻׁ    תְׁ

By no means kill him. (1 Kgs. 3:26) 

תוְׁ  א  הָמֵֹ֖ ִֹ֣ ך  ל מִיתֵֶּ֑    נְׁ

We will surely not kill you. (Judges 15:13) 

 On rare occasions the emphasis itself is negated, in which circumstance the negative pre-

cedes the infinitive absolute,73 and English negates the emphatic adverb. 

וֹת א־מֹ֖ ֶֹֽ ון ל תֶֽ מֻׁ  ׃ תְׁ
You will not surely die. (Gen. 3:4) 

יד מֵֵ֥ א הַשְׁ ִֹ֣ יד ל מִָ֛ ב  אַשְׁ ית יַעֲקֹֹ֖    אֶת־בֵֵ֥

I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob. (Amos 9:8) 

5.6.8 Negation 

 Hebrew verbs express either the positive or negative sense of the verbal idea. Most verbs 

express a positive sense. The sense of a verb is negated by a prepositive negative particle. The lack 

of the negative particle expresses the positive sense, and the negative particle expresses the nega-

tive sense. 

 

72 This occurs seven times with a conjunctive accent (Exod. 5:23; 8:24; Deut. 21:14; Isa. 30:19; Jer. 6:15; 

8:12; Dan. 10:3) and 22 times with a near disjunctive accent (see Chapter 22). 

73 Gen. 3:4; Num. 22:37; Psa. 49:8; Amos 9:8. 
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 The negative ֹלא. The verb in the perfect aspect is negated by the morpheme  ֹ אל  1,748 

times; in the imperfect aspect the verb is negated by  ֹלא in the indicative, subjunctive, and the 

juridical volitive moods, and in the emphatic tone of all the moods 2,651 times.  

      
that you are not spies (Gen. 42:34) 

     
they have no helper (Job 30:13) 

     
you are a land not cleansed (Ezek. 22:24) 

The participle when used as a verbal adjective is negated by ֹ36 לא times.74  

 The negative אַל. In the imperfect aspect, in the simple tone of the moods other than indic-

ative, subjunctive, and juridical volitive, the verb is negated by 678 אַל times. Usually the verb 

uses the short imperfect form; however, at times the hortative and precative moods use the long 

form even in the negative.  

      
May I not fall into the hand of man (2 Sam. 24:15) 

  
May I not be put to shame (Psa. 25:2) 

 The negative בַל . A finite verb is negated 65 times by בַל. 

ל  וֹן תֵבֵֹ֖ רֶץ אַף־תִכֵ֥ פָנָיו  כָל־הָאֵָ֔ ילו מִלְׁ וֹט־בַלחִִ֤  ׃ תִמֶֽ
Tremble before Him, all the earth.  

The world also is firmly established,  

It shall not be moved. (1 Chr. 16:30) 

 Once it negates an infinitive construct: 

וֹם  לֵּ֑ וֹ לִבְׁ יִ֣ סֶן עֶדְׁ תֶג־וָרִֶ֣ מֶֶֽ ין בְׁ בִֵ֥ ין הִָּ֫ פֶרֶד  אִֵ֤ וס כְׁ סֵ֥ ו׀ כְׁ יִ֤ הְׁ לאַל־תִֶֽ ָ֗ ב בַ֜ רִֹ֣ יך׃  קְׁ  אֵלֶֶֽ

Do not be like the horse or like the mule,  

Which have no understanding,  

Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle,  

Else they will not come near you. (Psa. 32:9) 

 

 

74 Gen. 42:34; Exod. 8:22; Num. 35:23; Deut. 4:42; 19:4, 6; 28:61; 30:11; Josh. 20:5; 1 Sam. 27:4; 2 Sam. 

3:34; 1 Kgs. 10:21; Job 12:3; 13:2; 29:12; 30:13; 31:31; Psa. 38:15; 55:13; 78:37; 139:21; Prov. 24:12; 26:19; Isa. 

22:2; 33:1; Jer. 2:2; 4:22; 18:15; 22:6; Ezek. 4:14; 16:16; 21:5; 22:24; Hab. 1:14; Zep. 3:5; Zech. 14:18. 
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 The negative לִי לִי A finite verb is negated 6 times by .בְׁ  75.בְׁ

סֶף  יר אֹֹ֖ ה בָצִֵ֔ י כָלִָ֣ וֹת כִַ֚ חֵּ֑ טְׁ נָה בֶֹֽ ֶּֽזְׁ גַֹ֖ ה תִרְׁ ייָמִים  עַל־שָנֵָ֔ לִֵ֥ וֹא בְׁ  ׃ יָבֶֽ
In a year and some days 

You will be troubled, you complacent women;  

For the vintage will fail,  

The gathering will not come. (Isa. 32:10) 

 The negative תִי תִי A finite verb is negated 13 times by .בִלְׁ  76.בִלְׁ

יעַד־ תִֵ֥ יר בִלְׁ אִֶֽ ידהִשְׁ וֹ שָרִֵּ֑  ־לֹ֖

Until there was no survivor left him (Num. 21:35) 

 The negative אֵין. When the verb is in the present tense durative aspect—that is, it is a 

participle—it is negated by the particle אֵין, and the particle is placed first in the clause regardless 

of the position of the participle,77 unless the subject is granted casus pendens prominence. 

הַר אֵין׀   ר בֵית־הַסָֹ֗ ה שִַ֣ וֹראִֶֹ֤ יָדֵ֔ ומָה  בְׁ א  ת־כָל־מְׁ    אֶֶֽ

The keeper of the prison did not look into anything 

that was under Joseph’s hand. (Gen. 39:23) 

יןאִם־  יך    אִֵ֤ יםפָנֶ  כִֵ֔    הֹלְׁ

If Your Presence does not go with us (Exod. 33:15) 

 In those instances where the subject is not named, the participle may follow אֵין. 

ין   ין ראֶֹה  וְׁ אִֵ֣ עַ וְׁ  אֵ  ין יוֹדֵ֜ יץ  אִֵ֣   מֵקִָ֗

No one saw it or knew it or awoke. (1 Sam. 26:12) 

 Frequently the negative אֵין receives a pronoun suffix to supply the subject for a participle, 

or simply in anticipation of a named subject. 

עַ אֵינִֶ֣נו   וֹ שמֵֵֹ֔ וֹל אִמֵּ֑ קִ֣ יו ובְׁ וֹל אָבִֹ֖ קֵ֥  בְׁ

 He does not obey the voice of his father. (Deut. 21:18) 

עַ אֵינִֶ֣נִי     שמֵֵֹּ֑

I will not hear. (Isa. 1:15) 

אִם־  ךִ֣ וְׁ ינְׁ יב  אֵֶֽ עמֵשִָ֗   דַַ֚

If you do not restore her, know . . .(Gen. 20:7) 

 

75 Gen. 31:20; Deut. 28:55; Job 41:18; Isa. 14:6; 32:10; Hos. 8:7. 

76 Exod. 20:20; Num. 21:35; Deut. 3:3; Josh. 8:22; 10:33; 11:8; 2 Sam. 14:14; 2 Kgs. 10:11; Isa. 10:4; 44:10; 

Jer. 23:14; 27:18; Ezek. 13:3. 

77 GKC § 152 1. 
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ן  אֵינֶָ֛נִי   בֶן׃נֹתֵֵ֥ ם תֶֶֽ   לָכֶֹ֖

I will not give you straw. (Exod. 5:10) 

 The particle אֵין expresses the negative of the present tense of  הׇיׇה or its equivalent  יֵש 

(there is). 

וֹראֵין  ף בַבֵּ֑   ־יוֹסֵֹ֖

Joseph was not in the pit. (Gen. 37:29) 

י   ין  כִִ֣ חֶם  וְׁ אֵֵ֥ יןלֶ  יִם אִֵ֣    מֵַ֔

For there is no food and no water. (Num. 21:5) 

י   ין כִָ֛ םאֵֵ֥ כֵֶּ֑ בְׁ קִרְׁ הוָֹ֖ה בְׁ    יְׁ

The LORD is not among you. (Num. 14:42) 

If אֵין follows the subject, it often has a pronoun suffix of reference. 

נֶֹ֖ה   הַסְׁ נו וְׁ ל׃אֵינֵֶ֥ כֶָֽ    אֻׁ

And the bush was not consumed (Exod. 3:2) 

הו   אֵַּ֕ נו ומַרְׁ וֹר אֵינֵֶ֥ ק מִן־הָעֵּ֑    עָמֹֹ֖

And its appearance is not deeper than the skin (Lev 13:34) 

5.7 The Syntactic Slot of Verbs 

 The finite Hebrew verb occupies only one syntactic slot—the verb slot in a clause or sen-

tence; Chapter 12 discusses the place of the verb in a clause. The infinitive absolute occupies the 

slot of a cognate adverb, or a noun, and may substitute for a finite verb in special cases. The infin-

itive construct occupies the slot of a noun. The participle occupies the slot of an adjective, or a slot 

in a verb phrase expressing the durative aspect. Chapter 17 discusses the syntactic structure of verb 

phrases 

5.8 Summary 

 This chapter discusses the definition, classification, derivation, and attributes of Hebrew 

verbs. It also discusses the infinitive, participle, tense, and the Waw consecutive. 

Definition 

 A verb is the name of an action, deed, state of being, or relationship. 

Classification 

 Verbs fall into various classifications depending (1) on the type of action, state or relation-

ship that it names, (2) on the manner in which it governs an object, and (3) on the way the verbal 

idea is viewed (finite or nonfinite).  
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 Type Governance View 

 Copulative Intransitive Finite 

 Stative Transitive Nonfinite 

 Active 

Derivation 

 Most verbs are primary words, but some verbs are derived from nouns, adjectives, other 

verbs, and even an adverb or preposition. 

Attributes 

 Hebrew verbs possess the following attributes, the values of which are defined by inflec-

tional morphemes or other syntactic markers: (1) number, (2) gender, (3) person, (4) voice, (5) 

aspect, (6) mood, (7) emphasis, and (8) negation. The following table lists the values of these 

attributes: 

  Attribute  Values 

 Number  singular, plural 

 Gender  masculine, feminine 

 Person  1st, 2nd, 3rd 

 Voice  active, passive, middle, reflexive 

 Aspect  perfect, imperfect, durative 

 Mood  indicative, subjunctive, volitive, hortative,  

   precative, persuasive,  optative. 

 Emphasis  certainty, continuousness, intensity 

 Negation  positive, negative 

Tense 

 Biblical Hebrew has no verb morphemes to express tense directly.  Tense is a characteris-

tic of clauses and is marked by a number of cues provided by literary form (genre), semantic 

context, auxiliary verbs, temporal adverbs, temporal prepositions, and by conjunctions. 

Waw Consecutive 

 Waw Consecutive is a conjunction used only to join clauses having their verbs in first po-

sition prominence. It expresses consecution of time or logic, and may perpetuate mood and nega-

tion from the previous near context. Although it appears to frequently “convert” the aspect of the 
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verb to which it is attached, this “conversion” is merely a translational illusion created by a com-

mon idiom of the Hebrew verb (§ 26.5.3). 

Syntactic Slots 

 Verbs may stand in only one slot—the verb slot in a predicate: 

 Q = V + No   (Q = Predicate) 

Verbs may be modified by an adverb or an infinitive absolute: 

 V = V + D    (D = Adverb) 

 V = V + Dv  or   (Dv = Infinitive absolute)  

 V = Dv + V 

A verb may be transformed into an infinitive construct. 

 V → Vn    (Vn = Infinitive construct) 

The verb     governs a participle to express the durative aspect: 

 V →      + Va  (Va = Participle) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 6 

The Syntactic Attributes of Nonfinite Verbals 

 This chapter presents the characteristics of the nonfinite verbals of Hebrew associated with 

their syntactic relationships in phrases and clauses. The details of phonology and morphology are 

not considered except as they apply to syntax. The content of this chapter is similar to that pre-

sented in other works on Hebrew syntax except where it is necessary to relate the material to 

“transformational” concepts in preparation for subsequent chapters. The chapter is foundational, 

not an exhaustive treatment of all the particulars of Hebrew verbs. 

 Hebrew has two infinitives and a participle. The infinitive absolute and infinitive construct: 

The infinitive absolute functions most frequently as a cognate adverb, and less frequently as a 

verbal noun or as a substitute for the finite verb. The infinitive construct is a non-inflected verbal 

that functions much like the English infinitive and gerund, except that it is not used in verb phrases 

as is the English infinitive. The participle is a verbal adjective that inflects like a noun or adjective. 

It occupies the adjective slot, and also serves as an element of verb phrases that express the durative 

aspect. Table 6.1 lists the frequency distribution of the Hebrew non-finite verbals. 

Table 6.1 

Distribution of Non-Finite Verbals 

Inf. Absolute 868 

Inf. Construct 6,564 

Participle 9,331 

Total 16,763 
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6.1 The Infinitive Absolute 

 The infinitive absolute1 is a non-inflected verbal that expresses the abstract idea of the 

verbal action. The infinitive absolute accepts no morphemes such as a pronoun suffix, definite 

article, and so forth; on rare occasions it is negated by a prepositive ֹ2.לא Of course it may always 

receive Waw Conjunctive. The infinitive absolute functions most frequently as a cognate adverb, 

and less frequently as a verbal noun or as a substitute for the finite verb.3 Table 6.2 lists the fre-

quency distribution of the roles of the infinitive absolute in the Hebrew Bible.  

Table 6.2 

Distribution of the Infinitive Absolute 

Syntactic Role Frequency 

Before cognate finite verb 408 

Before neg. cognate finite verb 29 

After cognate finite verb 32 

Before cognate participle 34 

After cognate participle. 55 

Idioms of Recurrence 49 

Alternate Uses 293 

Of the 868 instances of the infinitive absolute, 577 function as cognate adverb modifiers of finite 

verbs or participles, and 98 occur in idioms of recurrent action.6 The remaining 293 instances 

involve its function as a verbal noun or substitute for a finite verb. 

6.1.1 As a Cognate Adverb 

 The infinitive absolute functions most frequently as a cognate adverb. As such it is imme-

diately associated with a finite verb of the same root and stem, and is used to emphasize the verbal 

 

1 GKC § 45, 113. An infinitive absolute occurs 868 times. 

2 Gen. 3:4; Num. 22:37; Psa. 49:8; Isa. 58:7; Jer. 3:1; Jer. 38:15; Amos 9:8. 

3 GKC (§ 113 h) lists a few instances where the infinitive absolute may be used adverbially.  Most of these 

may be explained better as verbal nouns or as substitutes for verbs, but see  in Josh. 3:17 and 4:3.  A few idioms 

use the infinitive absolute (GKC § 113 k). 

4 Judg. 11:25; 20:39; Eccl. 6:11. 

5 Josh. 6:13; 2 Sam. 16:5; Isa. 22:17; Jer. 23:17; 41:6. 

6 Two infinitives in each idiom (§ 24.7.4). 
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idea in some way. In this role, the infinitive absolute is a part of the verb phrase expressing the 

value of the emphasis attribute (see § 5.6.7; 17.1).7  

ה א יִפָדֵֶּ֑ ִֹ֣ וֹת  ל ת מֹ֖ ׃ יומֶָֽ  

He shall not be redeemed; he shall surely be put to death (Lev. 27:29) 

[infinitive absolute precedes the finite verb] 

י׀ תִי אֵלִַ֣ רְׁ א  אָמַ֜ וֹא  יֵצִֵ֣ יו יָצָ֗ הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵָ֔ שֵם־יְׁ קָרָא  בְׁ עָמַד  וְׁ  וְׁ

I said to myself, “He will surely come out to me, 

and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God.” (2 Kgs. 5:11) 
[infinitive absolute follows the finite verb] 

לוְׁ  א   אָכֹֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ הול ֶֽ לֻׁ ׃ תאֹכְׁ  

but you shall by no means eat it. (Lev. 7:24) 
[infinitive absolute precedes a negated finite verb] 

ים רִִ֤ ם  אָמוֹר   אֹמְׁ יִֶ֣ה לָכֵֶּ֑ הְׁ וֹם יִֶֽ ה שָלֹ֖ הוֵָ֔ ר יְׁ י דִבִֶ֣ נַאֲצֵַ֔ מְׁ לִֶֽ  

They are continually saying to those who despise Me, 

‘The LORD has said, "You shall have peace.’” (Jer. 23:17) 

[infinitive absolute follows the participle] 

ו אַךְ   רֵ֔ י אָמְׁ וֹף כִִ֣ ֶּֽף   נִג  ה׃ נִגֵָ֥ ה הָרִאשנֶָֹֽ חָמָֹ֖ ינו כַמִלְׁ פָנֵֵ֔  הוא  לְׁ

For they said, "They are surely defeated before us, as in the first battle." (Judg. 20:39) 

[infinitive absolute precedes the participle] 

 Evidently the authors regarded a few similar roots as virtual cognates; so   שוב  and    ישב  

(2 Sam. 15:8; Jer. 42:10);  אסף and  סוף  (Jer. 8:13; Zep. 1:2).  

6.1.2 As a Verbal Noun 

 The infinitive absolute may function as a verbal noun. As a verbal it may govern an object; 

and as a substantive it may function as the subject of a verb, as its object, as the genitive of another 

noun, or as an adverbial accusative. On rare occasions, it may be the immediate object of a prepo-

sition.  

Examples with objects: 

וֹת    בִ֣ ש הַרְׁ בִַ֣ ל דְׁ כִֹ֤  אָָ֨

eating much honey. (Prov. 25:27) 

וֹל   יםשָאֵ֥ אלֹהִֵ֔    לוֹ  בֵֶֽ

inquiring of God for him. (1 Sam. 22:13) 

 

7 Before the finite verb, it takes a conjunctive accent 380 times of the 408 instances. Following the finite 

verb, the verb always has a conjunctive accent, and after a cognate participle, nearly always. 
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Example as a subject: 

וֹב    וֹת לאֹ־טֵּ֑ בִ֣ ש הַרְׁ בִַ֣ ל דְׁ כִֹ֤  אָָ֨

Eating much honey is not good. (Prov. 25:27)8 

Example as a predicate: 

ה   דָקֵָ֔ עֲבדַֹת  הַצְׁ ט וֶַֽ ָקֵֵ֥ ם׃ הַשְׁ טַח עַד־עוֹלֶָֽ  וָבֶֹ֖

And the effect of righteousness will be 

quietness and assurance forever. (Isa. 32:17) 

Example as an object: 

וֹ   תָ֛ דַעְׁ וֹס לְׁ ע ו מָאֵ֥ וֹרבָרָֹ֖ וֹב׃  בָחֵ֥  בַטֶֽ

That He may know to refuse the evil 

and  choose the good.  (Isa. 7:15) 

Example as a genitive: 

וחַ   רֵ֥ ר ובְׁ   בָעֵֶֽ

by the spirit of burning (Isa. 4:4) 

Example as an adverbial accusative:9 

ן  דֵֹ֖ וֹךְ הַיַרְׁ תֵ֥ ה בְׁ רָבָָ֛ ה בֶחֶָֽ הוָ֜ רִית־יְׁ וֹן בְׁ אֵי הָאָר  שְׁ ים נֶֹ֠ ו הַכהֲֹנִֶּ֡ דִ֣ ן  וַיַעַמְׁ    הָכֵֵּ֑

Then the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm 

on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan. (Josh. 3:17) 

ה   שוְׁ אָלִֹ֣ חַ וְׁ  כַחֵֵ֔ ב וְׁ  רָצֵֹ֥ ףוְׁ  גָנֹֹ֖ עו׃  נָאֵֹּ֑ ים נָגֶָֽ דָמִֹ֖ ים בְׁ דָמִֵ֥ צו וְׁ  פָרַָּ֕

By swearing and lying, Killing and stealing and committing adultery,  

They break all restraint, With bloodshed upon bloodshed. (Hos. 4:2) 

Example as the object of a preposition:10 

 
till you have destroyed them (2 Kgs. 13:17) 

6.1.3 As Substitute for a Finite Verb 

 The infinitive absolute occasionally functions as a substitute for a finite verb. This usually 

occurs where the context has defined the required conjugation by a previous verb, or where the 

semantic sense of the context anticipates the required conjugation.  

 

8 The red box encloses the associated phrase when it is more than one word. 

9 See also Exod. 30:36; Isa. 7:11. 

10 See also 2 Kgs. 13:19; 2 Chr. 11:12; 16:8; Neh. 5:18; Job 34:35; Isa. 30:15; Jer. 42:2; Hag. 1:9; Zech. 

12:10. 
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 After one or more preceding finite verbs, the infinitive absolute perpetuates the values of 

the established verbal attributes (see § 19.1.3.4). 

Example after a perfect: 

יך  ית אָבִֵ֔ יתִי  אֶל־בִֵ֣ לֵ  ה נִגְׁ לִֹ֤    . . . הֲנִגְׁ
ל    רָאֵֵ֥ י יִשְׁ טֵ  תוֹ מִכָל־שִבְׁ ר  אֶֹ֠  ובָחִֹ֣

Did I not clearly reveal Myself to the house of your father . . . 

Did I not choose him out of all the tribes of Israel (1 Sam. 2:27-28) 

 This example illustrates the infinitive absolute (ֹבָחר) perpetuating the first person singular 

perfect aspect. Note also that the Waw Conjunctive perpetuates the rhetorical interrogative. 

Example after a perfect consecutive: 

רו   ת אֲשֶר־דָָקֵָּ֑ י אִֵ֣ יטו אֵלַֹ֖ הִבִֵ֥  וְׁ

יד   פֵד  עַל־הַיָחִֵ֔ מִסְׁ יו כְׁ ו עָלָָ֗ דִ֣ סָפְׁ  וְׁ

רוְׁ   וֹר׃  הָמֵֵ֥ כֶֽ ל־הַבְׁ ר עֶַֽ הָמֵֵ֥ יו כְׁ  עָלָֹ֖

 Then they will look on Me whom they have pierced; 

they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, 

and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn (Zech. 12:10) 

 In this example, the infinitive absolute (הָמֵר) perpetuates the third person plural, and also 

the future consecutive action of the preceding verbs. 

Example after an imperfect: 

ך  כָר  לַעֲמִיתֵֶ֔ ו מִמְׁ רִ֤ כְׁ י־תִמְׁ כִֶֽ  וְׁ

וֹ  האֵ֥ יו׃  קָנֹֹ֖ יש אֶת־אָחִֶֽ ו אִֵ֥ ך אַל־תוֹנֹ֖  מִיִַ֣ד עֲמִיתֵֶּ֑

If you sell anything to your neighbor 

or buy from your neighbor’s hand, 

 you shall not oppress one another. (Lev. 25:14) 

 In this example, the infinitive absolute (ה -perpetuates the second person plural subjunc (קָנֹֹ֖

tive from the preceding verb  ִות רִ֤ כְׁ מְׁ . 

Example after an imperfect consecutive: 

נֶה    . . .     בֶת הַמִשְׁ כִֶ֤ מִרְׁ וֹ בְׁ ב אֹתָ֗ כִֵ֣  וַיַרְׁ

וֹן וְׁ   יִם׃ נָתִ֣ רֶָֽ רֶץ מִצְׁ ל כָל־אֵֶ֥ וֹ עַֹ֖    אֹתֵ֔

And he had him ride in the second chariot . . . 

So he set him over all the land of Egypt. (Gen. 41:43) 



Chapter 6 The Syntactic Attributes of Nonfinite Verbals 170 

 

  

In this example, the infinitive absolute (נָתוֹן) perpetuates the third person singular consecutive 

action in past time from the preceding verb כֵב  .וַיַרְׁ

Example after an imperative: 

ם  חֵיכֵֶ֔ קֶר  זִבְׁ  ֹ יאו לַב הָבִִ֤  . . .   וְׁ

ה     חָמֵץ  תוֹדֵָ֔ ר מֵֶֽ  וְׁ קַטִֵ֤
Bring you sacrifice every morning . . . 

Offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven (Amos 4:4, 5) 

Example after a jussive: 

כותוֹ֒    וֹת מַלְׁ דִינִ֣ כָל־מְׁ קִידִים֘ בְׁ לֶךְ פְׁ ד הַמִֶ֣ קֵ  יַפְׁ  וְׁ

ה  אֶ֜ ת מַרְׁ תולָה טוֹבַ  ה־בְֶׁ֠ ו אֶת־כָל־נַעֲרֶָֽ צִ֣ בְׁ יִקְׁ  . . .  וְׁ

וֹןוְׁ  ן׃  נָתֹ֖ רוקֵיהֶֶֽ  תַמְׁ

Let the king appoint officers 

in all the provinces of his kingdom, 

that they may gather all the beautiful young virgins . . . 

And let beauty preparations be given them. (Est. 2:3) 

Example after a participle: 

לֶךְ   שֵם־הַמֶָ֗ ב בְׁ תִָ֣ ב אֲשֶר־נִכְׁ תַָּ֞ י־כְׁ  כִֶֽ

וֹםוְׁ   תָ֛ לֶךְ   נַחְׁ עַת הַמֶֹ֖ טַבֵַ֥  בְׁ

A letter which is written in the king’s name 

and sealed with the kings signet ring (Est. 8:8) 

 At times the infinitive absolute functions as a substitute for a finite verb where no preceding 

verb defines the expected conjugation.11 In such cases, the conjugation is anticipated by the se-

mantics of the context or by the literary form. Under these circumstances, it is found to substitute 

for an imperative (Exod. 20:8; Deut. 5:12), for a jussive (Lev. 6:7; Num. 6:5), for a cohortative 

(Ezek. 21:31; 23:30), for an imperfect (2 Kgs. 4:43; 19:29), and for a perfect (Isa. 21:5; Jer. 8:15) 

ב חַ   ׀ הֲגָנִֹ֤  ֹ ֶֽ  רָצ ףוְׁ עַ וְׁ  נָאֵֹ֔ קֶר וְׁ  הִשָבֵֵ֥ רלַשֶֹ֖ עַל   קַטִֵ֣  לַבֵָּ֑

ךְוְׁ  ם׃  הָלָֹ֗ תֶֶֽ דַעְׁ א־יְׁ ֶֹֽ ר ל ים אֲשֵֶ֥ ים אֲחֵרִֹ֖ י אֱלֹהִֵ֥  אַחֲרֵָ֛

Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense to Baal,  

and walk after other gods whom you do not know (Jer. 7:9) 

 

11 GKC § 113 aa-ff. 
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6.1.4 As Idioms of Recurrent Action 

 Infinitives absolute may be joined with Waw conjunctive to form idiomatic expressions, 

usually implying recurring action. This construction was popular with Jeremiah, occurring there 

19 of the 49 total instances.  

 Two particular infinitives are the most prominent: ְוֹך  occurring 13 times with various) הָלִ֣

others)12 and כִֵ֣ם -13 There are about 16 other combi.(occurring 13 times with various others) הַשְׁ

nations.14  

ם   רֵָ֔ ע אַבְׁ וֹעַ  וַיִסִַ֣ נָסֹ֖ וֹךְ וְׁ בָה׃ הָלֵ֥ ֶּֽגְׁ הַנֶֶֽ  

So Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South. (Gen. 12:9) 

י  תִֹ֖ לִשְׁ ש הַפְׁ ב וַיִגֵַ֥ הַעֲרֵֵּ֑ ם וְׁ כִֵ֣ וֹם׃הַשְׁ ים יֶֽ בָעִֵ֥ ב אַרְׁ יַצֵֹ֖  וַיִתְׁ

And the Philistine drew near and presented himself forty days, every morning and evening. (1 Sam. 17:16) 

וֹ   תִי אֶל־בֵיתֵּ֑ רְׁ ר דִבַֹ֖ ת כָל־אֲשֵֶ֥ י אֵָ֛ ים אֶל־עֵלִֵ֔ וֹם הַהוא  אָָקִִ֣ ה בַיִ֤ כַלֵֶֽ ל וְׁ ׃ הָחֵֹ֖  
In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, 

from beginning to end. (1 Sam. 3:12) 

וֹת   וֹב  הַחַיֹ֖ וֹא וָשֵּ֑ ק׃ רָצִ֣ ה הַבָזֶָֽ אֵֹ֖ מַרְׁ  כְׁ

And the living creatures ran back and forth, in appearance like a flash of lightning. (Ezek. 1:14) 

6.1.5 Negation 

 Of the 868 instances of the infinitive absolute, it is negated only 8 times,15 always with the 

prepositive לוֹא. 

וֹא הֲ  ס ל  ך    פָרִֹ֤ מֵֶ֔ רָעֵב  לַחְׁ    לֶָֽ
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry (Isa. 58:7) 

6.2 The Infinitive Construct  

 The infinitive construct16 occurs 6,564 times in the Hebrew Bible, of which 1,483 have  

pronoun suffixes. It is a non-inflected verbal that functions much like the English infinitive and 

gerund, except that it is not used in verb phrases as is the English infinitive. The infinitive construct 

 

12 Gen. 8:3, 5; 12:9; Josh. 6:9, 13; Judg. 14:9; 1 Sam. 6:12; 2 Sam. 3:16; 5:10; 2 Kgs. 2:11; 1 Chr. 11:9; Isa. 

3:16; Jer. 50:4. 

13 1 Sam. 17:16; 2 Chr. 36:15; Jer. 7:13, 25; 11:7; 25:3, 4; 26:5; 29:19; 32:33; 35:14, 15; 44:4. 

14 Gen. 8:7; 1 Sam. 3:12; 2 Sam. 15:30; 1 Kgs. 20:37; 2 Kgs. 4:43; Isa. 3:16; 19:22; 22:13; 59:13 2x; Jer. 7:9; 

9:23; 12:17; 22:19; Ezek. 1:14; Joel 2:26. 

15 Gen. 3:4; Num. 22:37; Psa. 49:8; Isa. 58:7; Jer. 3:1; 38:15; Amos 9:8. 

16 GKC § 114, 115; Muraoka § 124.  
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is like a verbal noun in that it expresses the abstract idea of a verb, and may serve in many of the 

syntactic roles of a verbal noun.  

 As a verbal, the infinitive construct may have a named subject and object, and even an 

indirect object. In fact, it may have any related words or phrases that the corresponding finite verb 

may have in a clause.17 The infinitive construct expresses no concept of tense, aspect, or mood; 

nor does it express number, gender, or person. All of these must be inferred from the context. 

Because infinitives have no voice attribute, the Pual and Hophal stems do not occur;18 instead, the 

Piel and Hiphil stems are used. 

 As a substantive, the infinitive construct, together with any related words, may serve as the 

subject or object of a verb, or as the genitive of a construct noun. Unlike the infinitive absolute, 

the infinitive construct may govern a genitive pronoun suffix and may be the object of a preposi-

tion. The pronoun suffix may be either the subject or object of the infinitive. In addition, the prep-

ositional infinitive phrase  ר לֵאמֶֹֽ serves as a speech introducing conjunction (see § 9.3). 

6.2.1 With a Named Subject  

 When the subject of the infinitive construct is named, it usually appears immediately after 

the infinitive in either the nominative or genitive.19  

Examples of the subjective genitive:  

דֶתבְׁ   ר־ לֶֶֽ ם׃  הָגֵָ֥ רֶָֽ אַבְׁ אל לְׁ מָעֵֹ֖  אֶת־יִשְׁ

When Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. (Gen. 16:16) 

תבְׁ   הוִָ֤ה  אַהֲבַ  ם יְׁ עלֵָֹ֔ רָאֵל  לְׁ    אֶת־יִשְׁ

Because the LORD has loved Israel forever. (1 Kgs. 10:9) 

Examples of subjective suffix:  

י  יהֲרִימִֵ֥ כַ      קוֹלִֹ֖

As I lifted my voice (Gen. 39:18) 

 

 

17 This is true because the uses of the infinitive construct may be accounted for almost entirely as the conse-

quence of transformations on clauses with finite verbs. This is discussed in § 19.2.8. 

18 See rare exceptions   ֹו נוֹתֶֽ לִֶ֣דֶת  ;(Psa. 132:1)  עֻׁ ה   ;(Gen. 40:20; Ezek. 16:4, 5) הֻׁ שַמֵָ֔  ;Lev. 26:34, 35, 43) הֳּ

2 Chr. 36:21); ד  .(Chr. 3:3 2)  הוסִַ֣

19 The subject is regarded as genitive when it immediately follows an infinitive which is clearly a construct 

form, or when the subject is a pronoun suffix of the infinitive.  
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חֲרֵי    ת  וֹ הוֹלִידִ֣ אֶַֽ    אֶת־שֵֵ֔

After he begot Seth (Gen. 5:4) 

Examples of the nominative:  

וםלָ   לֶךְ   שֵ֥ וֹ׃הַמֶֹ֖    אֶל־לִבֶֽ

that the king should take it to heart (2 Sam. 19:20 Heb.) 

יחַ בְׁ   יך׀ הָנִִ֣ הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהִֶ֣ יב  יְׁ יך מִסָבִָ֗ בֶ֜ יְׁ ך מִכָל־אֹ     לְֶׁ֠

When the LORD your God has given you rest 

from all your enemies all around. (Deut. 25:19) 

 Occasionally the object is placed immediately after the infinitive construct,20 in which cir-

cumstance the subject is nominative by necessity.  

וֹם   י  חַ בְׁ לִֹ֤ ה אוֹתִי  שְׁ    מֹשֵֶ֔

On the day that Moses sent me (Josh. 14:11) 

לֹחַ לִֶ֠   לֶךְ  שְׁ בֶד הַמִֶ֤   יוֹאָב  אֶת־עֶ 

When Joab sent the king’s servant (2 Sam. 18:29) 

6.2.2 With a Named Object  

 The infinitive construct receives a named object in the accusative. Occasionally an object 

pronoun may be suffixed to the infinitive. Examples of named objects are given above (see 1 Kgs. 

10:9; Gen. 5:4; 39:18; 2 Sam. 18:29); also see above for an example of the accusative object pro-

noun (Josh. 4:11).  

Examples of an objective suffix:  

יִת הו הוֹצִאֵֹ֖ לְׁ   אֶל־הַבֵָּ֑

that he should take him home (Jer. 39:14) 

אֶת־ נִיהֲמִיתֵֹ֖ לַ    יוְׁ    ׃עַמִֶֽ

to kill me and my people (1 Sam. 5:10) 

6.2.3 The Infinitive as Subject  

 The infinitive construct together with its associated constituents, functioning as substan-

tive, may be the subject of a clause.  

עַט    ךְ הַמְׁ תִֵ֣ יאֶת־קַחְׁ     אִישִֵ֔

Is it a small matter that  you have taken away my husband?  (Gen. 30:15) 

 

 

20 This is particularly true when the object is an independent accusative pronoun, or a prepositional pronoun.  
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נו  לֵָ֥ גִירֹ֖   וְׁ לֶךְ וֹהַסְׁ יֵַ֥ד הַמֶֶֽ  ׃ בְׁ
Our part shall be  to deliver him into the king’s hand.  (1 Sam. 23:20) 

עַ  הִנִֵ֤ה   מֹ  וֹב  שְׁ  מִזִֶ֣בַח טֵ֔

יב לְׁ  שִֹ֖ ים׃  הַקְׁ לֶב אֵילִֶֽ  מֵחֵֵ֥

 Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 

And to heed than the fat of rams. (1 Sam. 15:22) 

6.2.4 The Infinitive as Object  

 The infinitive construct together with its associated constituents, functioning as a substan-

tive, may be the object of a verb.  

ק   חַֹּ֕ ים צְׁ י אֱלֹהִֵּ֑ שָה לִֹ֖    עֵָ֥

God has made me laugh. (Gen. 21:6)  

יתִי   אֵֹ֖ א נִלְׁ ֶֹֽ ש   ׃נְׁ

I am weary of bearing them. (Isa. 1:14) 

י׃    ךֵ֥ אֵלֶָֽ רַגֶזְׁ תְׁ ת הִֶֽ אֵֹ֖ תִי וְׁ עְׁ ךֵ֥  ובוֹאֲךֹ֖  יָדֵָּ֑  וְׁ צֵאתְׁ
I know your going out and your coming in, 

and  your rage against me. (Isa. 37:28) 

6.2.5 As Genitive of a Noun  

 The infinitive construct together with its associated constituents, as a substantive, may 

function as the genitive of a noun.  

ת לְׁ   יךְ עֵַ֚ לִִ֣ ים  הַשְׁ אֲבָנִֵ֔  

ת    עֵֹ֖ וֹס וְׁ נִ֣ יםכְׁ   אֲבָנִֵּ֑

A time  to cast away stones, 

and a time  to gather stones.  (Eccl. 3:5) 

וֹק   חֵ֔ ת לִ שְׁ עִֵ֣ כוֹת    וְׁ ת לִ בְׁ  עִֵ֤

ת  וֹד עֵֵ֥ פֹ֖ ת   סְׁ עֵֵ֥ וֹדוְׁ קֶֽ    ׃ רְׁ

A time to weep, and a time to laugh 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance. (Eccl. 3:4)21 

ים    טִֵ֔ ט הַשפְֹׁ פִֹ֣ י בִימֵי  שְׁ הִָ֗  וַיְׁ
Now it came to pass in the days  when the judges ruled . . . (Ruth 1:1) 

 

 

21 Note that in the first line the genitive is expressed by  ְׁל whereas in the second it is expressed by the construct 

forms. The same is true in the next example. This demonstrates the near equivalence of the two syntactic constructions. 
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ה וְׁ   הִלֵָ֥ וֹתשִיר־תְׁ ים  הֹדֹ֖ אלֹהִֶֽ    ׃לֵֶֽ

a song of praise and   thanksgiving to God.  (Neh. 12:46) 

 In this last example the infinitive construct הדֹוֹת is the second member of a compound 

genitive of the nomen regens שִיר, in parallel with a noun.  

6.2.6 As Object of a Preposition  

 The infinitive construct, with its related words, may function as the object of a preposition. 

Like the English infinitive, the Hebrew infinitive construct with a preposition forms various ad-

verbial subordinate clauses expressing time, purpose, cause, comparison, and so forth. These are 

best translated into English with a subordinating conjunction and a clause with a finite verb.  

 6.2.6.1 Expressing time. The prepositions  ְׁב and  ְׁכ with the infinitive construct express the 

temporal idea “when.” The preposition עַד with the infinitive construct expresses the idea “until,” 

and the preposition אַחֲרֵי expresses “after.” 

הִי  בִ   ֶּֽיְׁ םוֶַֽ יוֹתִָ֣ ה   הְׁ    בַשָדֵֶ֔

When  they were in the field.  (Gen. 4:8) 

וֹבְׁ   ם  באֹֹ֖ ן אֲרֵָּ֑  מִפַדִַ֣

When  he came from Padan Aram.  (Gen. 33:18) 

וצָה   ם הַחָ֗ ם אֹתָ֜ הוֹצִיאָ     כְׁ

When  they had brought them outside.  (Gen. 19:17) 

ת כִ   אִֹ֣ י אֲחֹתוֹ֒   רְׁ דִֵ֣ מִדִים֘ עַל־יְׁ אֶת־הַצְׁ ֶֽ זֶם וְׁ אֶת־הַנֶָ֗  

וֹוכְׁ  עָ֗ ה אֲחֹתוֹ   שָמְׁ ָקִָ֤ י רִבְׁ רֵַּ֞    אֶת־דִבְׁ

When  he saw the nosering and the bracelets on his sister’s hands, 

and when  he heard the words of his sister Rebekah.  (Gen. 24:30) 

חֲרֵי    וֹ אֶַֽ תאֶת־הוֹלִידִ֣   שֵֵ֔

After  he begot Seth.  (Gen. 5:4) 

יעַד־  יך באִִֹ֣    אֵלֵֶ֔

Until  I come to you.  (Judg. 6:18) 

 6.2.6.2 Expressing purpose. The prepositions  ְׁב and מַעַן -with the infinitive construct ex לְׁ

press the purpose idea “that” or “in order that.”  

עַן   מַֹ֖ ם  לְׁ יֵָּ֑דתִתִָ֣   בְׁ

That He might  give them into the hand of their enemies.  (2 Chr. 25:20) 
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עַן   מַַּ֕ עַת לְׁ הדַֹ֖ הוֶָֽ וֹת יְׁ קֵ֥  ׃ צִדְׁ
 That you may  know the righteousness of the LORD.  (Mic. 6:5) 

 

ך  לְׁ   תְׁ יך אֶת־ רִשְׁ רֵֶ֔ גֻׁ רֶץ מְׁ  אִֶ֣

 That you may  inherit the land in which you are a stranger.  (Gen. 28:4) 

וֹת לִ  אָ֛ רֶץ   רְׁ ת הָאָֹ֖ וֵַ֥ ם׃ אֶת־עֶרְׁ בָאתֶֶֽ  
To  see the nakedness of the land   you have come. (Gen. 42:9) 

 6.2.6.3 Expressing cause. The prepositions יַעַן and עַל with the infinitive construct express 

the idea “because.”  

עַן    ךֵ֔  יַַ֚ מַכֶרְׁ וֹת לַ הִתְׁ עעֲשֵ֥     הָרַֹ֖

Because  you have sold yourself to do evil.  (1 Kgs. 21:20)
22

 

ם יִַ֣עַן   כֶַּ֞ לעַל־בוֹשַסְׁ     דָָ֗

Because  you tread down the poor.  (Amos 5:11) 

ל   עַ  ם וְׁ הוָהאֶת־נַסֹתִָ֤     יְׁ

Because   they tempted the LORD.  (Exod. 17:7) 

ךְעַל־  רֵֹ֖ אתִי׃   אָמְׁ א חָטֶָֽ ֵֹ֥    ל

Because  you say, “I have not sinned.”  (Jer. 2:35) 

 6.2.6.4 Expressing comparison. The preposition  ְׁכ with the infinitive construct sometimes 

expresses comparison.  

ע כְׁ   י  שַסִַ֣ דִֵ֔    הַגְׁ

As  one would have torn apart a young goat.  (Judg. 14:6) 

וֹלכִ  פָ֛ ה    נְׁ לָֹ֖ י־עַוְׁ נֵֶֽ י בְׁ נֵֵ֥ תָ לִפְׁ לְׁ    נָפֵָּ֑
As  a man falls before wicked men, so you fell.  (2 Sam. 3:34) 

6.2.7 As Complement of a Verb  

 The infinitive construct, with its related words, may complement verbs of purpose, desire, 

command and so forth. The infinitive is the first word of the complementary clause or phrase, and 

it usually is related to the verb by means of the preposition  ְׁל. Like the English infinitive in this 

construction, the Hebrew infinitive expresses a variety of meanings.23  

 

22 Note that the pronoun suffix of the infinitive construct is the subject. The reflexive voice is expressed by 

the hithpael stem. 

23 GKC § 114 f-p.  
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ד הָעֵץ     מִָ֤ נֶחְׁ יל לְׁ וְׁ כִֵ֔    הַשְׁ

The tree was desirable to make one wise. (Gen. 3:6) 

ה   אִשֵָ֔ ה הֶָֽ אולַי  לאֹ־תאֹבִֶ֣  

כֶת לָ   את לֵֶ֥ ֵֹּ֑ רֶץ הַז י אֶל־הָאִָ֣    אַחֲרַֹ֖

Perhaps the woman will not be willing 

to follow me to this land.  (Gen. 24:5) 

ים לַ   אִֵ֔ פְׁ ף אֶת־עֲבָדָיו  אֶת־הָרִֹ֣ ו יוֹסִֵ֤ צַ  ט ויְׁ יואֶת־ חֲנֹֹ֖  אָבִֵּ֑

And Joseph commanded the physicians  to embalm his father.  (Gen. 50:2) 

ב לִבָם֘ אֹתָם֒ לְׁ   ה  הָבִיא  נָדִַ֣ לָאכֵָ֔ כָל־הַמְׁ   לְׁ

Their hearts made them willing 

to bring material for all kinds of work. (Exod. 35:29) 

ל   רָאֵֹ֖ י אֶת־יִשְׁ וֹת אֶת־עַמִֵ֥ עָ֛ יתִי לִרְׁ ר צִוִָ֗  אֲשִֶ֣

 Whom I commanded  to shepherd My people Israel.  (2 Sam. 7:7) 

ר חָשַק  לִ   וֹתאֲשִֶ֤ נִ֤ לַם   בְׁ  בִירושָ 

 Whatever he desired  to build in Jerusalem.  (1 Kgs. 9:19) 

6.2.8 Negation 

 Of the 6,564 instances of an infinitive construct, it is negated 79 times by the prepositive 

י תִַּ֞ לִי by ,(Psa. 32:9)  בַל once it is negated by ;מִן but once with ,לְׁ  usually with בִלְׁ  .once (Deut מִבְׁ

9:28), by ין    .once (Num. 35:23) לאֹ twice (Psa. 32:9; 40:6), and by אִֵ֤

Examples of י תִָ֛ בִלְׁ  :לְׁ

י    תִָ֛ בִלְׁ י לְׁ כִֵ֥ ירהָפְׁ   אֶת־הָעִֹ֖

That I will not  overthrow the city. (Gen. 19:21) 

י   תִֵ֥ בִלְׁ תָןלְׁ יו׃  נְׁ אָחִֶֽ   ־זֶֶֹּֽ֖רַע לְׁ

Lest he should  give an heir to his brother. (Gen. 38:9) 

י   תִ  בִלְׁ ר לְׁ מִֹ֤ וֹתָיו  שְׁ    מִצְׁ

By not  keeping His commandments.  (Deut. 8:11) 

Example of י תִַּ֞  :מִבִלְׁ

ה  ם הַזֵֶ֔ הָבִיא  אֶת־הָעִָ֣ ה לְׁ הוָָ֗ לֶת יְׁ כִֹ֣ י יְׁ תִַּ֞    מִבִלְׁ

Because  the LORD was not able to bring this people.  (Num. 14:16) 
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6.2.9 Verbal Noun Equivalent 

 A verbal noun functions very much like an infinitive construct, except that it is a noun. It 

may have a named subject, a named object, and serve the same role as the infinitive. 

ים   וֹת  הַיָמִֵ֔ פִ֣ קֻׁ הִי  לִ תְׁ  וַיְׁ

And it came to pass in  the process of time  (1 Sam. 1:20)
24 

וֹתובְׁ   הּ  מִ֤ אִמֵָ֔ יהָ  וְׁ ת׃   אָבִ  בֶַֽ וֹ לְׁ י לֹ֖ כַָ֛ דֳּ הּ מָרְׁ קָחָֹּ֧  לְׁ

 When  her father and mother died, 

Mordecai took her as his own daughter (Est. 2:7)
25

 

6.2.10 Speech Introducing Conjunction 

 The prepositional infinitive phrase   ר לֵאמֶֹֽ occurs 939 times in the Hebrew Bible serving 

nearly always as one of the speech introducing conjunctions, and nearly always with a remote 

disjunctive accent.26  It occurs as the first word of a verse 9 times,27 and the last word of a verse 

302 times, but never last in the poetical books.  

ם  רָהָֹ֖ אַבְׁ ד לְׁ גֵַ֥ רוַיֻׁ יך׃   לֵאמֵֹּ֑ וֹר אָחִֶֽ נָחֵ֥ ים לְׁ וא בָנִֹ֖ ה גַם־הִָ֛ כֵָ֥ ה מִלְׁ דָ  נֵה יָלְׁ הִֶ֠  

And it was told Abraham, saying, "Indeed Milcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor: (Gen. 22:20) 

ר עַל־בֵיתוֹ   ו אֶת־אֲשִֶ֣ צַַּ֞ כֶל לֵאמֹר֒ וַיְׁ אֲנָשִים  אֵֹ֔ ת הֶָֽ חִֹ֤ תְׁ א אֶת־אַמְׁ  מַלֵַּ֞

וֹ׃ תֶֽ תַחְׁ י אַמְׁ פִֵ֥ יש בְׁ סֶף־אִֹ֖ ים כֶֶֽ שִֵ֥ ת וְׁ אֵֵּ֑ ון שְׁ לֹ֖ ר יוכְׁ  כַאֲשֵֶ֥

And he commanded the steward of his house, saying,  

“Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry,  

and put each man's money in the mouth of his sack.” (Gen. 44:1) 

הוִָ֣ה   ק מֹשֶה  אֶל־יְׁ עִַ֤ רוַיִצְׁ נִי׃  לֵאמֵֹ֔ ֶֽ קָלֻׁ ט וסְׁ עַֹ֖ וֹד מְׁ ם הַזֵֶּ֑ה עֵ֥ ה לָעִָ֣ ה אֶעֱשֶֹ֖  מֵָ֥

So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, "What shall I do with this people?  

They are almost ready to stone me!" (Exod. 17:4) 

 

24 The word וֹת פִ֣ קֻׁ פׇה is the plural construct form of the noun תְׁ קֻׁ  .BDB, 880 ,תְׁ

 25 The word מוֹת is the construct form of the noun מָוֶת, BDB, 560. However, the form is the same as that of 

the infinitive construct of the verb מות. 

26 A disjunctive accent occurs 871 times, a near disjunctive 49 times, and a conjunctive 19 times. A near 

disjunctive accent occurs when the quotation is one word long (Gen. 41:16), or two words long (Gen. 18:15; 26:20; 

37:15; etc.). A conjunctive accent occurs when the quotation is only one word long (Exod. 13:14; Ezek. 13:10), or 

when a prepositional phrase intervenes indicating the person(s) to whom the speech is directed (Gen. 23:5, 14; Lev. 

11:1; Isa. 51:16), or sometimes when the speech is lengthy in the same verse (Deut. 12:30; 1 Kgs. 21:2; 2 Kgs. 18:14; 

2 Chr. 35:21; Neh. 8:11; Job 24:15; Psa. 71:11; Isa. 44:28; 49:9). 

27 1 Chr. 16:18; Psa. 71:11; 105:11; Isa. 49:9; Jer. 25:5; 42:14; Amos 8:5; Zech. 7:3. 
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ה ה שָרָ֜ מָה זֶה  צָחֲקָ  ם לִָ֣ רָהֵָּ֑ הוָֹ֖ה אֶל־אַבְׁ אמֶר יְׁ ֵֹ֥ ר   וַי תִי׃ לֵאמָֹ֗ נְׁ י זָָקֶַֽ ד וַאֲנִֵ֥ נָָ֛ם אֵלֵֹ֖ מְׁ ף אֻׁ  הַאֵַ֥

And the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 

`Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?' (Gen.18:13) 

 The phrase may function as a normal prepositional phrase not introducing direct speech. 

י יָרֵא   וא כִִ֤ תִי הִֵּ֑ אמֶר אֲחִֹ֣ ֹֹ֖ ר וַי י  לֵאמִֹ֣ תִֵ֔ אִשְׁ  

And he said, "She is my sister"; for he was afraid to say, "She is my wife,"  (Gen. 26:7)28 

6.3 The Participle  

 The participle occurs 9,331 times, having the absolute form 7,252 times and the construct 

form 2,079 times, 940 of which have pronoun suffixes. It is a nominal form of the verb that func-

tions in several syntactic roles in Hebrew. Functioning absolutely, it serves the role of a verbal 

noun—“one doing V”; functioning verbally, it serves as part of a verb phrase expressing the dura-

tive aspect; functioning as an adjective, it is the verbal of a underlying clause dependent on a 

substantive that is the subject of the participle.  

 The active participle views its subject as engaged in continued and uninterrupted exercise 

of an activity.29 The passive participle, when used as an adjective, views its subject as in a state 

that resulted from being the recipient of external action; when used as a verb, it views its subject 

as being the recipient of continued and uninterrupted action. The stative participle is the equivalent 

of a pure adjective. The participle expresses no concept of tense, mood, or person; the value of 

these attributes must be inferred from the context.  

6.3.1 The Participle As a Substantive  

 Functioning absolutely, without a named subject or object, the participle serves the role of 

a verbal noun. It views the verbal idea from the point of view of the subject—the doer of the deed. 

Consequently, some participles have become permanently identified as nouns: כהֵֹן—priest. 

 However, every verb has a participle that may be used in this fashion. When a participle is 

used as a substantive, it follows the rules of morphology and syntax for a noun, including deter-

mination, range, case, and negation. The substantival participle may take the definite article;30 

 

28 Note that the speech act in the first clause lacks the speech introducing conjunction, whereas the phrase 

occurs in the second clause normally, not as a speech introducing conjunction; note also the conjunctive accent. See 

also 1 Chr. 21:18; 2 Chr. 32:17; Est. 6:4. 

29 GKC § 116 a.  

30 A participle has a definite article 1,868 times in the Hebrew Bible, including 16 with a pronoun suffix. 
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inflect in the construct;31 serve as a nominative, genitive or accusative; and is negated by ֹלא (in-

stead of ין   .(אִֵ֤

Examples:  

בֶל    הִי־הֶ  ֶּֽיְׁ בֶל וֶַֽ יו אֶת־הֵָּ֑ דֶת אֶת־אָחִֹ֖ סֶף לָלֵֶ֔ עֵהוַתִֹ֣ אן רִֹ֣ ֵֹ֔ יִן הָיָֹ֖ה  צ קַַּ֕ ד וְׁ ה עבֵֵֹ֥  ׃ אֲדָמֶָֽ
Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel.  

Now Abel was a  keeper of sheep,  but Cain was  a tiller of the ground.  (Gen. 4:2) 

י  ה אֲבִַּ֕ וא הָיֵָ֔ ל הִ֣ ה אֶת־יָבֵָּ֑ לֶד עָדָֹ֖ בוַתֵֵ֥ ה ישֵֵֹ֥ נֶֶֽ הֶל ומִקְׁ  ׃ אֹֹ֖
And Adah bore Jabal. He was the father of  those who dwell in tents and have livestock.  (Gen. 4:20) 

י ו עֲבָדֶֹ֖ נו לאֹ־הָיֵ֥ חְׁ ים אֲנֵַ֔ נו כֵנִִ֣ ד נֵָּ֑חְׁ י אִיש־אֶחָֹ֖ נֵֵ֥ נו בְׁ לַָּ֕ ים ךכֻׁ לִֶֽ רַגְׁ  ׃ מְׁ
We are all one man's sons; we are honest men; your servants are not spies. (Gen. 42:11) 

דֵי   וֹרְׁ וֹר־יֶֽ     בֹ֖

Those who go down to the pit.  (Isa. 38:18) 

יבְׁ    לִֵ֣ חָנֵֶֶּּֽ֑ך  אֹכְׁ לְׁ    שֻׁ

Among  those who eat at your table.  (1 Kgs. 2:7) 

י    ך אֹהֲבֵֵ֥ מֶֶֽ שְׁ  

Those who love Your name.  (Psa. 5:12) 

א    רִֵ֤ תָהאֱלֹהִים  יְׁ    אֵַ֔

You are one who fears God.  (Gen. 22:12) 

וֹי    ה הַ֚ בִֶ֣ וֹהַמַרְׁ    לאֹ־לֵ֔

Him who increases what is not his. (Hab. 2:6) 

עַ    וֹ בצֵָֹ֛ בֵיתֵּ֑ ע לְׁ צַע רָֹ֖    בֵֶ֥

Him who covets evil gain for his house. (Hab. 2:9) 

ה ָקִֵ֣ הו מַשְׁ    רֵעֵֵ֔
Him who gives drink to his neighbor. (Hab. 2:15) 

ים בנֵֶֹ֥ה  דָמִֵּ֑ יר בְׁ  עִֹ֖

ֶּֽן וְׁ   ה כוֹנֵֵ֥ לֶָֽ עַוְׁ יָֹ֖ה בְׁ  ׃ קִרְׁ
Him who builds a town with bloodshed, 

Who establishes a city by iniquity.  (Hab. 2:12) 

 

31 A participle occurs in the construct form 1,139 times governing a genitive noun phrase. 
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 At times the subject of the participle may be definite but remote in the context, so the 

participle has the definite article..  

   הוהַמַכֵֵּ֑ עַד־  

To Him who strikes him. (Isa. 9:12) 

 

מַעֲלִֵ֣  אַיִֵ֣ה׀    םהֶַֽ    ם מִיָָ֗

Where is He who brought them up out of the sea? (Isa. 63:11) 

 

חַ   כָל־עֲוֹנֵֵּ֑כִי הַסֹלֵֵ֥  לְׁ

א    רפֵָֹ֗ כִי׃ הָ֜ יְׁ אֶָֽ כָל־תַחֲלֻׁ  לְׁ

ל  כִי הַגוֹאִֵ֣ חַת חַיֵֶָּּֽ֑יְׁ  מִשִַ֣

רֵָ֗   עַטְׁ מְׁ ים׃הֶַֽ֜ רַחֲמִֶֽ סֶד וְׁ  כִי חִֶ֣

יַע  בִִ֣ יֵֵֶּּֽ֑ךְ  הַמַשְׁ וֹב עֶדְׁ  בַטִ֣

Who forgives all your iniquities, 

Who heals all your diseases, 

Who redeems your life from destruction, 

Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, 

Who satisfies your mouth with good things. (Psa. 103:3-5) 

6.3.2 Participles as Verbal Adjectives  

 When used as an attributive adjective, the participle follows the noun32 it modifies, and has 

agreement with it for number, gender, and determination. It may be translated by the corresponding 

English participle, or by a relative pronoun clause.  

 The noun which the participle modifies is the subject of the verbal idea expressed by the 

participle. The participle may have an object, indirect object, and other related words, exactly the 

same as the corresponding finite verb may have.33 

 With objects in the accusative. The participle may govern an accusative object wherever 

the corresponding finite verb would do so.  

ם     הֵיכֶ֜ ה אֱלֶֹֽ הוָ  יא  יְׁ ם׀ הַמוֹצִֵ֥ כִֶ֣ יִםאֶתְׁ רַָ֗ רֶץ מִצְׁ    מֵאִֶ֣

The LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.  (Deut. 13:6 Heb.) 

 

 

32 Or noun phrase.  

33 This is true because the uses of the attributive adjectival participle may be accounted for almost entirely as 

the consequence of transformations on clauses with the participle as the verb. This is discussed in Chapter 14 (§ 

14.3.4).  
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ל־  א אֵֶֽ ִֹ֤ ץכי׀ ל שַע׀  חָפֵָ֨ ע׃ רֵֶ֥ ךִ֣ רֶָֽ רְׁ גֻׁ א יְׁ ֹֹ֖ תָה ל  אֵָּ֑

For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness.  (Psa. 5:5 Heb.) 

תכָל־   ם הַקרֵֹֹ֥    אֹתָֹ֖

All that happened to them.  (Gen. 42:29) 

 With objects governed by a preposition. The participle may govern an object by means of 

a preposition wherever the corresponding finite verb would do so.  

וֹת  ש מֵאֵּ֑ ים וַחֲמִֵ֣ ים חֲמִשִֹ֖ ם הָרדִִֹ֣  בָעֵָ֔

ים  ההָעשִֹֹ֖ לָאכֶָֽ  ׃ בַמְׁ
Five hundred and fifty, 

who ruled over the people 

who did the work.  (1 Kgs. 9:23) 

(This example illustrates the condition twice.) 

ם     ים  כָל־הַגוֹיִֵ֔ אִֹ֖ להַצבְֹׁ    עַל־אֲרִיאֵֵּ֑

All the nations who fight against Ariel.    (Isa. 29:7) 

 With objects in the genitive. At times the participle may take the construct form and govern 

an object in the genitive. If the object is a genitive pronoun, it is a suffix.  

ים׀    וֹ חֲלָלִ  מִ֤ בֵי כְׁ כְׁ בֶר שֵֹ֥   קֶָ֗

Like the slain who lie in the grave.  (Psa. 88:6) 

אֵל     רִֵ֣ הֶָּ֭ אַזְׁ יִלהַמְׁ     נִי חֵָּ֑

God who arms me with strength.  (Psa. 18:33) 

(The participle has an accusative and a genitive object pronoun.) 

אֶיהָ        כָל־בֶָּ֭

All who go to her.  (Prov. 2:19)  

ל    כָֹ֛ י לְׁ וֹבָאֵֵ֥ עַר־עִירֹ֖    שֶַֽ

All who enter at the gate of his city.  (Gen. 23:10) 

ךְ  ח֪וֹסֵיכָל־  בֶָּ֡  
All  who put their trust in You.  (Psa. 5:12) 

6.3.3 Participles in the Verb Phrase  

 The participle is used in verb phrases to express the durative aspect. The durative aspect of 

the verb is expressed by the verb הׇיׇה   + the participle, where the verb  הׇיׇה inflects in agreement 

with the subject of the clause for number, gender and person; and it inflects for aspect, mood, 

mode, etc., but not for voice. The participle inflects in agreement with the subject for number and 
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gender; it also inflects for voice (active or passive). The verb הׇיׇה has no present (current) tense 

form,34 and so is elided in present durative verb phrases (see § 17.3). In this instance the participle 

functions alone as a verbal, and thus does not exhibit the linguistic features of a substantive such 

as determination, nor does it occupy case positions, that is, it is never governed by a preposition 

or construct noun, or by the sign of the accusative אֶת.  

ה ההָיֵָ֥ה    ומֹשֶָ֗ יֵֶָּּֽ֑ן רעֶָֹ֛ ן מִדְׁ וֹ כהִֵֹ֣ נֹ֖ וֹ חֹתְׁ רֵ֥ אן יִתְׁ ָֹ֛ אֶת־צ  

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian.  (Exod. 3:1) 

[past durative] 

הִי םתְׁ ירָתֵָ֥ ה   ־טִֶֽ שַמֵָּ֑ ם אַל־נְׁ לֵיהֶָ֗ אָהֳּ יבְׁ֜ הִֵ֥ ב יְׁ  ׃ ישֵֶֹֽ
Let their dwelling place be desolate; Let no one be living in their tents. (Psa. 69:25) 

[future durative] 

וא  הֵ֥ ל וְׁ נואֵֵּ֑ ר אֶת־פְׁ ר עָבַֹ֖ מֶש כַאֲשֵֶ֥ וֹ הַשֵֶ֔ ח־לִ֣ רֶַֽ ֶּֽזְׁ עַ וַיִֶֽ וֹ׃  צלֵֹֹ֖ רֵכֶֽ  עַל־יְׁ

Just as he crossed over Penuel the sun rose on him, and he was limping because of his hip. (Gen. 32:31) 

[current tense, durative aspect] 

יך  ה אֱלֹהֶֹ֖ הוֵָ֥ ה אֲשֶר־יְׁ ל הָאֲדָמֵָ֔ יך עַַ֚ ון יָמֵֶ֔ עַן  יַאֲרִכִ֣ מַ  ך לְׁ אֶת־אִמֵֶּ֑ יך וְׁ ד אֶת־אָבִֹ֖ ןכַבֵֵ֥  ךְ׃ לֶָֽ   נֹתֵֵ֥

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long  

upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you. (Exod. 20:12) 

[present durative] 

6.3.4 As Adverbial Adjunct 

 A participle clause may modify another clause adverbially in which circumstance it defines 

some accompanying circumstance.  

וֹ    ף אֶל־בֵיתֵ֔ חִַ֣ הָמָן  נִדְׁ ל וְׁ ויוַ אָבֵֹ֖ אש  חֲפֵ֥ ֶֹֽ    ׃ר

But Haman hurried to his house, 

mourning and with his head covered. (Est. 6:12) 

6.3.5 Negation  

 The substantive participle is rarely negated. When negation is required, a finite verb is 

usually preferred.35 Thus, instead of a negated attributive participle, a negated relative pronoun 

clause is used.  

 

34 See the lone exception ה  .(Exod. 9:3) הוֹיָָ֗

35 BDB lists some rare exceptions with  לא  (Gen. 2:5 WTM) (p. 519). A substantive participle is negated 

by  .36 times (Gen. 2:5 WTM) לא 
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When a participle is used as a verb, the clause (not the participle) is negated with 36.אֵ ין This is 

discussed and illustrated in Chapter 5 on the negative attribute of verbs (§ 5.6.8). A participle is 

negated by לִי eleven times.37 בְׁ
 

ים  בָרִֵּ֑ ין דְׁ אִֵ֣ מֶר וְׁ ין־אֶֹּ֭ יאֵֶֽ לִָ֗ ם׃  בְׁ֜ ע קוֹלֶָֽ מֵָ֥  נִשְׁ

There is no speech nor language  

Where their voice is not heard. (Psa. 19:4) 

תו  כֵַּ֑ רֶב יֻׁ קֶר לָעִֶ֣ ימִבִֹ֣ לִֵ֥ דו׃   מִבְׁ ים לָנֵֶ֥צַח יאֹבֵֶֽ שִָ֗  מֵ֜

They are broken in pieces from morning till evening;  

They perish forever, with no one regarding. (Job 4:20) 

6.4 Summary 

 The Hebrew verbal system has three non-finite types: the infinitive absolute, the infinitive 

construct, and the participle. 

The Infinitive Absolute 

 The infinitive absolute may function: 

As a Cognate Adverb 

As a Verbal Noun 

As Substitute for a Finite Verb 

Negation 

 Is rarely negated but when so it is negated by וֹא  .ל 

The Infinitive Construct  

 The infinitive construct functions as a verbal noun in a noun slot and may be: 

 

36 A participle is negated by an immediately preceding 192 אֵין times (with a conjunctive accent 219 times, a 

near disjunctive 21 times, and a remote disjunctive only twice: 2 Chr. 18:7; Isa. 40:23). 

37 2 Sam. 1:21; Job 4:20; Psa. 19:4; Jer. 2:15; 9:10, 11; Lam. 1:4; Ezek. 14:15; 34:5; Hos. 7:8; Zep. 3:6. 
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With a Named Subject  

With a Named Object  

As the Subject  

As the Object  

As Genitive of a Noun  

As the Object of a Preposition  

As the Complement of a Verb  

Negation 

 Is rarely negated but when so it is usually by negatives other than וֹא  .ל 

Verbal Noun Equivalent 

The Participle  

 The participle functions as a verbal adjective in an adjective or verb slot and may be: 

As a Substantive  

Part of a Verb Phrase  

As an Adjective  

As an Adverbial Modifier 

Negation  

 When a participle is used as an adjective it is never negated, when used as a 

 verb, the clause (not the participle) is negated with ין  .אִֵ֤

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 7 

Hebrew Quantifiers 

 This chapter presents the characteristics of Hebrew quantifiers associated with their syn-

tactic relationships in phrases and clauses. The details of phonology and morphology are not con-

sidered except as they apply to syntax. The content of this chapter is similar to that presented in 

other works on Hebrew syntax except where it is necessary to relate the material to “transforma-

tional” concepts in preparation for subsequent chapters. The chapter is foundational, not an ex-

haustive treatment of all the problems of Hebrew quantifiers. 

7.1 Quantifiers Defined 

 Words classified as quantifiers answer the semantic questions “how much?” or “how 

many?” Ordinal numbers express order, not quantity, and technically are not quantifiers but adjec-

tives. They are discussed in this chapter only because they usually are handled that way in other 

grammars.  

 Quantifiers usually are classified as adjectives in the lexicons and grammars. But they dif-

fer from adjectives in several significant ways. Quantifiers have mixed grammatical forms, and 

occupy syntactic slots differing from those of adjectives. Attributive adjectives may only follow 

the noun they modify,1 whereas quantifiers generally may either precede or follow. Adjectives 

seldom occur in the construct form, and then only in very limited and specific structures, whereas 

quantifiers frequently occur in the construct form preceding the noun they modify. The morpho-

logical form of adjectives must agree with the true gender of the nouns they modify, whereas some 

 

1 This is true except in very limited and specific structures for construct adjectives (see § 3.3.4). 
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quantifiers follow the opposite rule.2 The morphological form of adjectives also must agree with 

the noun they modify for the number attribute, whereas quantifiers inflect for number in a rather 

limited way,3 and some govern a noun in its singular form.4 Finally, quantifiers exhibit a hierar-

chical rank within the class that does not exist among adjectives in general. 

7.2 Quantifiers Classified 

 Quantifiers are classified as (1) general quantifiers, a small set of words that specify general 

rather than specific quantities, and (2) specific quantifiers, the cardinal numbers. Countable nouns 

may be modified by general and specific quantifiers: i.e., some books, four books; whereas non-

countable nouns may be modified only by general quantifiers: i.e., some water, but not “four wa-

ters.” In order to indicate specific quantities of non-countable nouns, a unit of measure must be 

used: i.e., four quarts of water, five gallons of milk. Obviously, nouns that do not have the semantic 

attribute of quantity are not modified by quantifiers. 

7.3 The Syntactic Attributes of Quantifiers 

 Quantifiers have four syntactic attributes: (1) number, (2) gender, (3) range, (4) determi-

nation, and (5) negation. 

7.3.1 Number 

 By their very nature, quantifiers have the semantic attribute of number.5 Apart from the 

cardinal number    one, all others, with few exceptions, govern the noun they quantify in its 

plural form. Apart from the cardinal numbers      hundred,     thousand, and     or ten 

thousand,6 quantifiers do not inflect for number, but are used in the singular form. The exceptions 

are that plural forms of the numbers 3-9 are used to express the corresponding multiple of 10, and 

the plural form of 10,     , is used to express 20. 

 

2 For the cardinal numbers 3-10, the feminine form quantifies masculine nouns, and the masculine form 

quantifies feminine nouns. 

3 The plural form may occur for those numbers that may themselves be quantified:  (hundred),    
(thousand), and  (myriad). 

4 Quantifiers that represent multiples of 10 usually govern a noun in its singular form when the noun imme-

diately follows the quantifier.  

5 Of the 6,232 instances of a number, 3,857 have the singular form; 1,492 have the plural form, and 883 have 

the dual form. 

6 These numbers themselves may be quantified, and take the plural form in that case: two hundred, three 

thousand, four ten-thousands (= 40,000). 
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7.3.2 Gender 

 Quantifiers do not naturally have the semantic attribute of gender. That concept is mean-

ingless for numbers. However, quantifiers do inflect for gender, and exhibit gender agreement with 

the nouns they quantify. 7The numbers 1, 2, and 11 through 19 inflect for both masculine and 

feminine and agree with the gender of the noun they quantify.  

ֶּֽיִם נֶַֽ ים שְׁ  two men (Josh. 2:1)— ־אֲנָשִִ֤

יִם תַֹּ֧ וֹת שְׁ לָתָ֛  two doors (Ezek. 41:23)— דְׁ

ה עָשָר   לֹשִָ֤ יםשְׁ פָרִֵ֔ —thirteen bulls (Num. 29:14) 

ה  רֵֹ֖ וֹש עֶשְׁ לֵ֥ וֹתשְׁ אַמֶֽ —thirteen cubits (Ezek. 40:11) 

The numbers 3 through 10 inflect for gender, but the feminine form is used to quantify masculine 

nouns, and the masculine form is used to quantify feminine nouns.  

לֹשִָ֣  יםשְׁ  three men (Gen. 18:2)— ה אֲנָשִֵ֔

ש וֹתשָלֵֹ֥  three cubits (Exod. 27:1)—  אַמֹ֖

The word    , thousand, and the multiples of 10 have masculine forms, but have a common 

gender attribute—that is, they quantify both masculine and feminine nouns. The same is true for 

    hundred and    myriad or ten thousand which have feminine forms but a common gender 

attribute. 

7.3.3 Range 

 The quantifiers inflect for two values of range: (1) absolute and (2) construct.8 They may 

take a construct form when they stand before the noun they quantify. Otherwise, they take the 

absolute form. The construct form seems to imply that the quantified entities are viewed as part of 

a larger group, whereas the absolute form seems to have no such implication. 

ֶּֽיִם נֵַ֥ ים  שְׁ בִֹ֖ רֻׁ  two cherubs (Exod. 25:18)— כְׁ

נִֵ֤י עָרָיו  שְׁ  two of his young men (Gen. 22:3)— נְׁ

 Construct numbers may govern a pronoun suffix.9 

 

7 Of the 6,232 instances of a number, 3,013 have the masculine form; 2,208 have the feminine form; and  

1,011 are marked both. 

8 Of the 6,232 instances of a number,4,792 have the absolute form, and 1,440 have the construct form. 

9 Of the 1,440 instances of construct numbers, 103 have pronoun suffixes. 
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ין יחו בֵֵ֥ יוֹכִֹ֖ יך וְׁ אַחֵֶּ֑ י וְׁ ֶּֽגֶד אַחַֹ֖ ה נֵֶ֥ ים כֵֹ֔ י שִִ֣ נֵֶֽ  ׃ נו שְׁ
Set it here before my brethren and your brethren, that they may judge between the two of us! (Gen. 31:37) 

ו  אֵ֥ תְׁ צְׁ לָשְׁ םשְׁ ד כֶֹ֖ הֶל מוֹעֵֵּ֑  אֶל־אִֹ֣

The three of you come out to the tabernacle of meeting!" (Num. 12:4) 

עֵֶּ֑  רְׁ יִזְׁ ד מִֶֽ ח דָוִֹ֖ עַם לָָקֵַ֥ אֶת־אֲחִינָֹ֛ ם־וְׁ יֶָ֛יןָ גֶַֽ תֵי אל וַתִהְׁ ןשְׁ ים׃   הֵֶ֥ נָשִֶֽ וֹ לְׁ  לֹ֖

David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel, and the two of them also became his wives. (1 Sam. 25:43) 

7.3.4 Determination 

 Quantifiers inflect for two values of determination: (1) determinate, and (2) nondetermi-

nate. The determinate value is marked by the prepositive particle  ,10 and the nondeterminate value 

has no marker. Determination is not a natural characteristic of quantifiers. The quantifier usually 

has the determination marker when it follows a determinate noun that it quantifies, with a few 

exceptions.11  

ה הַ  רִיעִָ֣ ת הֶָֽ יְׁ  the one curtain (Exod. 26:2)— אַחַָ֗

אֶת־ ת הַ וְׁ הכִירֵֹֹ֥ וֹת׃  עֲשָרָֹ֖ כנֶֹֽ  עַל־הַמְׁ

and ten lavers on the carts; (1 Kgs. 7:43) 

A quantifier never has the determination marker when it precedes a determinate noun that it quan-

tifies. 

וֹ  רנֵֹּ֑ ף זֶֹ֖ה פִתְׁ אמֶר לוֹ  יוֹסֵֵ֔ ִֹ֤ שֶת  וַי לֹ  ים שְׁ רִגִֵ֔ ים הֵֶֽ  הַשִָ֣ שֶת יָמִֹ֖ לֵֹ֥  ם׃ שְׁ

And Joseph said to him, "This is the interpretation of it: 

The three branches are three days. (Gen. 40:12) 

7.3.5 Negation 

 Cardinal numbers are negated only seven times, always with ֹלא, always with a Maqqeph, 

a conjunctive accent, or a near disjunctive.12 Once it appears that a cardinal number is negated by 

 ;is the negative copulative in a predicate nominative clause (Dan. 10:21) אֵין but actually the ,אֵין

the same is true for ordinal numbers twice (Eccl 4:8, 10), otherwise, ordinals are not negated. It 

appears that in each instance the negation applies to the noun (phrase) and not just to the quantifier, 

even when the noun has been elided. 

 

10 This is most commonly called the definite article. Of the 6,232 instances of a number, 282 have a definite 

article. 

11 See 1 Kgs. 7:20; 20:16; 2 Chr. 4:12; 18:5; 35:9; Ezr. 8:24; Jer. 52:20; Dan. 9:26. 

12 Num.  11:19 3x; 2 Kgs. 6:10 2x; Job 14:4; Mal. 2:15. 
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יִם וְׁ  א יוֹמֵָּ֑ ִֹ֣ ל ון וְׁ לֹ֖ ד תאֹכְׁ וֹם אֶחָָ֛ א יֵ֥ ִֹ֣ אל ִֹ֣ יםל ה יָמִָ֗  ׀ חֲמִשִָ֣

ים וְׁ  לאֹ  וְׁ  ה יָמִֵ֔ אעֲשָרִָ֣ ֹֹ֖ וֹם׃  ל ים יֶֽ רִֵ֥  עֶשְׁ

`You shall eat, not one day, nor two days, nor five days,  

nor ten days, nor twenty days (Num. 11:19) 

לֶה חַזִֵ֤ק עִמִי  עַל־אֵֵ֔ ד מִתְׁ ין אֶחָ֜ אֵ     וְׁ

No one upholds me against these (Dan. 10:21) 

7.4 General Quantifiers 

 The cardinal numbers can quantify only countable nouns. Measurable nouns are quantified 

by means of a unit of measure. General quantifiers indicate a quantity that is not specific. Both 

countable and measurable nouns may be quantified by these quantifiers. However, the formal cat-

egory of general quantifiers was not well developed in Biblical Hebrew. The general quantifiers 

consist primarily of the words    all/any,     a few/little,    many/much, and      
many/much. The latter two may be modified by an adverb of intensity. 

7.4.1 The Universal Quantifier    
 The universal quantifier    all/any13occurs 5,412 times in the Bible, 855 times in the ab-

solute form, 4,343 times in the construct form, and 214 times governing a pronoun suffix. It is 

always in the masculine singular form. It always immediately precedes the noun (phrase) it quan-

tifies, usually in the construct form. It never follows the noun it quantifies. It is negated eight 

times—three times by ֹ14,לא and five by   15 אֵין—in which instances the word means none. 

     . . .          
and every plant of the field . . . and every herb of the field (Gen. 2:5) 

          
and all the cattle of Egypt died (Exod. 9:6) 

          
and he shall take all the fat from it (Lev 4:19) 

יך בְׁ  הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֶּ֑ ת יְׁ תֵָ֔ אֵֹ֖ הַבְׁ אִָ֣ ךֵ֥ ובְׁ כָלוְׁ בָבְׁ ךֹ֖ ובְׁ כָל־לְׁ שְׁ ך׃ כָל־נַפְׁ אֹדֶֶֽ ־מְׁ 
And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, 

 

13 The universal quantifier  is classified as a noun in the lexicons, but it clearly is a quantifier as far as its 

meaning and usage are concerned. The existential quantifier is the word  one, a cardinal number which is also 

used at times as the indefinite article. The word “some” is an indefinite quantifier that apparently has no equivalent in 

Hebrew, unless it is   (plural of ). The words “more” and “less” are comparative adjectives. 

14 Gen. 13:9; 1 Kgs. 11:39; Psa. 115:17. 

15 Num. 11:6; 2 Sam. 12:3; Prov. 13:7; Eccl. 1:9; Mich. 7:2. 
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and with all your soul, and with all your might (Deut. 6:5) 

It also may stand alone in the predicate nominative slot after the quantified noun is elided: 

        
vanity of vanities, all is vanity (Eccl. 1:2) 

           
all was cedar; there was no stone to be seen (1 Kgs. 6:18) 

It also may stand alone in a noun slot after the quantified noun is elided: 

          
and you shall put all (these things) on Aaron’s hands (Exod. 29:24) 

                
the priest shall burn all (these things) on the altar as a burnt offering (Lev. 1:9) 

7.4.2 The word     
 The word     a few/little16 occurs 98 times in the Bible, 84 times in the absolute form, 

and 12 times in the construct form. It may immediately precede the noun it quantifies, sometimes 

in the construct form. It also may follow the noun it quantifies. It seldom takes the plural form, but 

when it does it agrees with the plural of the noun it quantifies. It is negated only twice, by ֹלא in 

each case.17 

Example of the word preceding the noun it quantifies: 

                 
a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands (Prov. 6:10; 24:33) 

Examples of the word following the noun it quantifies: 

       
and to give us a little reviving (Ezr. 9:8) 

           
I and a few men with me (Neh. 2:12) 

    
a little folly (Eccl. 10:1) 

          
and I shall be a little sanctuary for them (Ezek. 11:16) 

 

16 The word  is classified as a noun in the lexicons, but it clearly is a quantifier as far as its meaning and 

usage are concerned. A few times the word   (plural of ) is translated “a few” (Gen. 27:44; 29:20; Dan. 

11:20), but it may rather mean “some.” 

17 Job 10:20; Isa. 10:7. 



Chapter 7 Hebrew Quantifiers 192 

 

  

      
they shall be helped with a little help (Dan. 11:34) 

Examples of the word standing alone in the predicate nominative slot: 

              
few and evil have been the years of my life (Gen. 47:9) 

      
and the people in it were few (Neh. 7:4) 

        
let his days be few (Psa. 109:8) 

            
therefore, let your words be few (Eccl.. 5:1) 

Example of the word standing alone in a noun slot after the quantified noun has been elided: 

       
she rested in the house a little while (Ruth 2:7) 

7.4.3 The Word    
 The word    much/many18 occurs 406 times in the Bible. In the singular construct form, it 

may precede the noun it quantifies, agreeing with its gender. In the absolute form, it may precede 

the noun it quantifies, agreeing with its number and gender. In the absolute form it may follow the 

noun it quantifies, agreeing with its number, gender, and determination. It is negated only once, 

and that by ֹלא (Job 32:9). 

Examples of the construct form preceding the noun it quantifies: 

   
many deeds (2 Sam. 23:20 = 1 Chr. 11:22) 

   
many blessings (Prov. 28:20) 

    
many curses (Prov. 28:27) 

Examples of the absolute form preceding the noun it quantifies: 

      
all the many people (Psa. 85:51) 

    
many wounded (Prov. 7:26) 

 

18 The word  is classified as an adjective in the lexicons, but it clearly is a quantifier as far as its meaning 

and usage are concerned. 
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many plans (Prov. 19:21) 

    
many daughters (Prov. 31:29) 

Examples of the absolute form following the noun it quantifies: 

   
in a great (multitudinous) assembly (Psa. 22:26) 

        
in those many days (Exod. 2:23) 

      
this great (multitudinous) people (1 Kgs. 5:21) 

 In addition to the word quantifying nouns, it sometimes stands alone in the predicate nom-

inative slot after the quantified noun has been elided: 

       
many are they who rise up against me (Psa. 3:1 [2]) 

       
many are the afflictions of the righteous (Psa. 34:19 [20]) 

כֶב  וס וָרֶֹ֖ סֵ֥ ד־רַב וְׁ אֶֹֽ  ׃ מְׁ
and very many horses and chariots. (Josh. 11:4) 

 The word also may stand alone in a noun slot where the quantified noun has been elided: 

             
from the many you shall give many and from the few you shall give few (Num. 35:8) 

         
having done lewd deeds with the many (Jer. 11:15) 

7.4.4 The word       
 The word      many/much19 occurs 53 times in the Bible. Like the other quantifiers, it 

may precede or follow the noun it quantifies, and it may stand alone in a noun slot after the noun 

it quantifies has been elided. It is negated only once, and that by ֹלא (Eccl. 5:19). 

Example of the construct form of the word used before the noun it quantifies: 

         
for the people wept very bitterly [lit. much weeping] (Ezr. 10:1) 

 

19 The word  is classified as a Hiphil infinitive absolute of the verb  in the lexicons, but it clearly 

is a quantifier as far as its meaning and usage is concerned. 
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Examples of the word following the noun it quantifies: 

    
and much rubbish [lit. dust] (Neh. 4:4) 

            
and one sinner destroys much good (Eccl. 9:18) 

         
from a great many rural towns (Deut. 3:5) 

         
and with very many clothes (Josh. 22:8) 

      
very much bronze (2 Sam. 8:8) 

              
The rich man had very many sheep and oxen (2 Sam. 12:2) 

       
and very much understanding (1 Kgs. 4:29 [5:9]) 

        
and very many apices (1 Kgs. 10:10, 11) 

         
very many almug logs (1 Kgs. 10:11) 

Examples of the word standing alone in a noun slot after the noun it quantifies is elided: 

         
and also many have fallen of the people (2 Sam. 1:4) 

          
you have sown much and brought in little (Hag. 1:6) 

          
for we are left but a few of many (Jer. 42:2) 

7.5 Cardinal Numbers 

 Cardinal numbers are like adjectives in that they modify nouns and are inflected for num-

ber, gender, range, and determination, and may take the construct form; but they are unlike adjec-

tives in that they may modify only countable nouns, and may either follow or precede the noun 

they modify.  

 There are 17 words classified as numbers in the WTS text, occurring 6,232 times. Table 

7.1 lists the numbers by frequency distribution. 
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Table 7.1 

Frequency of Numbers 

Number Value Frequency 

 one 970 אֶחָד

תֵי  one20 19 עַשְׁ

 one21 1 חַד 

נַיִם  two 768 שְׁ

 three 602 שָלֹש 

בַע   four 454 אַרְׁ

 five 506 חָמֵש 

 six 274 שֵש

 seven 488 שֶבַע

מֹנֶה   eight 147 שְׁ

 nine 78 תֵשַע

 ten 491 עֶשֶר 

 ten 337 עָשָר 

 hundred 579 מֵאָה

 thousand 492 אֶלֶף

בָבָה   ten thousand 16 רְׁ

 ten thousand 10 רִבוֹא 

7.5.1 Cardinals 1-10 

 Table 7.2 lists the cardinal numbers from one to ten, and Table 7.3 provides the statistics 

for these numbers. Note that for numbers 3 through 10 the numbers that quantify a masculine noun 

take the feminine form, and those that quantify a feminine noun take the masculine form. Likewise, 

apart from     and      (two) which take the dual form, the other unit numbers take the singular 

form even though they quantify a plural noun.  

 

20 Used to form the number eleven. 

21 Ezek. 33:30. 
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Table 7.2 

Cardinal Numbers 1-10 

    Absolute    Construct 
 Masc. Fem.  Masc. Fem. 

1                 

2                

3               

4                       

5                   

6           

7                 

8                   

9                  

10                   
 

Table 7.3 

Frequency of the Cardinal Numbers 1-10 

     Absolute   Construct 
 Masc. Fem. Masc. Fem. 

1 693 183 52 31 

2 238 111 207 138 

3 159 91 94 81 

4 127 114 40 38 

5 150 96 28 68 

6 49 93 31 42 

7 90 119 103 46 

8 44 38 8 19 

9 14 22 3 19 

10 53 49 17 39 

 

22 This form occurs governing only   hundreds (46 times) in the term seven hundred, and  ten (7 

times) in the term seventeen. [GKC § 97b n. 3.] 

23 This form occurs governing only   hundreds (15 times) in the term seven hundred, and  ten (4 

times) in the term seventeen. [GKC § 97b n. 3.] 
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        three men (Gen. 18:2) 

      seven women (Isa. 4:1) 

The inflected forms of 1 and 2 agree with the noun they quantify for gender.  

        one cubit (Ezek. 40:12) 

         two rams (Exod. 29:1) 

         two cities (Josh. 15:60) 

One. The absolute forms of    and     occur in the following syntactic constructions: 

 (1) It is used absolutely, standing alone after an elided noun:  

                  
                   

To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one [son] was Peleg, 

for in his days the earth was divided (Gen. 10:25) 

             
                

Then Lamech took for himself two wives: 

the name of the one [wife] was Adah, 

and the name of the second [wife] was Zillah. (Gen. 4:19) 

 

              
For the priests and the Levites had purified themselves as one (Ezr. 6:20) 

 

                     
one is Reuben’s gate, one is Judah’s gate, and one is Levi’s gate (Ezek. 48:31) 

 (2) It follows, but does not precede, the noun it quantifies, and it agrees with it for number, 

gender and determination: 

     
one man (Gen. 42:13) 

 

    
the one woman (1 Kgs. 3:17) 

 

 (3) The cardinal 1 also functions as the indefinite article,24  although it is used sparingly: 

             
Now there was a man of Ramathaim Zophim (1 Sam. 1:1) 

 

 

24 The word seems to point to a particular noun previously not defined. 
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But a woman dropped an upper millstone on Abimelech’s head 

and crushed his skull. (Judg. 9:53) 

 The construct form precedes the noun it quantifies, and agrees with it for number and gen-

der. It never receives the definite article, but receives the determination attribute of the noun it 

quantifies. It occurs in the following syntactic constructions: 

 (1) Twice it is used absolutely, standing before an elided  noun:25  

                
the one I called Beauty, and the other one I called Bonds (Zech. 11:7) 

 (2) It is used before    “ten” to form the number 11; 

          
and his eleven sons (Gen. 32:22) 

      
eleven cities (Josh. 15:51) 

 (3) It is used before a noun to express “one of” X;26 

     
one of the shrubs (Gen. 21:15) 

       
one of these cities (Deut. 19:5) 

 (4) It is used before a noun governed by   “from” to express “one of” X;27 

          
to one of his sons the priests. (Lev. 13:2) 

     
one of his ribs (Gen. 2:21) 

(5) It is used twice with    to express the distributive sense;  

 

25 An absolute form is expected in this situation. 

26 The masculine form is used 29 times: Gen. 21:15; 22:2; 26:10; 37:20; 49:16; Deut. 12;14; 15:7 twice; 16:5; 

17:2; 18:6; 23:17; Judg. 16:7, 11; 19:13; I Sam. 26:15; 2 Sam. 2:18; 6:20; 13:13; 15:2; 17:9; 2 Kgs. 2:16; 18:24; Psa. 

82:7; Song 4:9; Isa. 36:9; Ezek. 45:7; 48:8; Dan. 10:13. The feminine form is used 12 times: Deut. 13:13; 19:5, 11; 

Josh. 10:2; Ruth 2:13; 1 Sam. 2:36; 27:5; 2 Sam. 2:1; 2 Kgs. 4:22; Neh. 4:11; Job 2:10; Jer. 35:2. 

27 The masculine form is used 17 times: Gen. 3:22; Lev. 13:2; Num. 16:15; Deut. 25:5; 28:55; Judg. 17:11; 

1 Sam. 9:3; 17:36; 2 Sam. 9:11; 1 Kgs. 19:2; 22:13; 2 Kgs. 6:12; 9:1; 2 Chr. 18:12; Ezek. 8:10; Obad. 1:11. The 

feminine form is used 19 times: Gen. 2:21; Lev. 4:2; 4:13, 22, 27; 5:4, 5, 13, 17, 22, 26; Deut. 4:42; Josh. 20:4; 2 Sam. 

24:12; 1 Chr. 21:10; Job 9:3; Psa. 34:21; Isa. 34:16; Ezek. 16:5. 
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“one by one” (Isa. 27:12) 

   
 “one to another” (Ezek. 33:30); 

Two. The number two inflects only in the dual form. Its absolute form occurs in the following 

syntactic constructions: 

 (1) It is used absolutely, standing alone after an elided noun: 

          
my wife bore me two sons (Gen. 44:27) 

      
he shall restore two [animals] (Exod. 22:3 [Engl. 4]) 

         
and they carried it on a pole by two [men]. (Num. 13:23) 

          
Two are better than one (Eccl. 4:9) 

 (2) It may follow or precede the noun it quantifies, always agreeing with it in gender. The 

noun is quantified in its plural form.28  

         
two perfect rams (Exod. 29:1) 

       
two gold cherubim (Exod. 25:18) 

       
two wave loaves of bread (Lev. 23:17) 

     
two rows (Lev. 24:6) 

     
two cities (Josh. 15:60) 

 (3) It may be repeated to express the distributive “two by two”: 

      
two by two (Gen. 7:9, 15; 1 Chr. 26:17) 

 

28 A few very common nouns may be quantified in the singular: soul (Gen. 46:27);  oxen (Num. 

7:17);   man (2 Kgs. 10:14);   day (Neh. 6:15);  city (Num. 35:6);  year (Judg. 3:10);  bread (1 

Sam. 21:4);   silver (2 Kgs. 6:25);   shekel (Ezek. 45:12);  tribe (Exod. 28:21);   board (Exod. 

26:20);   gerah (Exod. 30:13);  kor (1 Kgs. 5:25);  bath (1 Kgs. 7:26); and  talent (1 Kgs. 9:14). 
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 The construct form must stand before the noun it quantifies, and agree with it in gender 

and number. It never receives the definite article, but receives the determination attribute of the 

noun it quantifies.  
     

his two brothers (Gen. 9:22) 

     
two sons (Gen. 10:25) 

          
the two great lights (Gen. 1:16) 

     
two wives (Gen. 4:19) 

     
the two handmaids (Gen. 31:33) 

In addition, it occurs in the following syntactic constructions: 

 (1) The masculine construct form may precede   29 ten, and the  feminine construct 

may precede      ten, to form the number twelve. 

 30      
according to the twelve tribes (Exod. 28:21) 

        
twelve stones (Josh. 4:8) 

 (3) It may quantify the number      ten-thousand to express the quantity 20,000: 

           
twenty thousand gold drachmas (Neh. 7:71 [70]) 

 (4) It may govern a pronoun suffix: 

          
And the two of them were both naked (Gen. 2:25) 

              
Now the two of them went until they came to Bethlehem. (Ruth 1:19) 

 

29 The words  and  are the forms of 10 used only to express “teens.”  

30 This word is one of the very common words that quantifies in the singular. See preceding note. 
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Cardinals 3-10. The numbers three through ten inflect only in their singular form.31 Their feminine 

form quantifies masculine nouns, and their masculine form quantifies feminine nouns.32 The ab-

solute forms of these numbers occur in the following syntactic structures: 

 (1) They are used absolutely, standing alone after an elided noun: 

         
Was he not the most honored of the three [heroes]? (2 Sam. 23:19) 



                    
then you shall add three more cities for yourself besides these three [cities] (Deut. 19:9) 

              
So the three [heroes] broke through the camp of the Philistines (1 Chr. 11:18) 

 (2) They may follow or precede the noun they quantify, always agreeing with it in reverse 

gender. The noun is quantified in its  plural form.33 

      
five men (Gen. 47:2) 

      
nine months (2 Sam. 24:8) 

    
four cities (Josh. 19:7) 

               
their three pillars and their three sockets. (Exod. 27:14) 

 (3) Their feminine form precedes   34 ten to form the corresponding “teen.” 

      thirteen (Num. 29:13) 

     sixteen (Exod. 26:25) 

       nineteen (2 Sam. 2:30) 

 The construct forms can only precede the noun they quantify, and they do not take a definite 

article. They receive the determination attribute of the noun they quantify. They occur in the fol-

lowing syntactic constructions: 

 

31 Their plural forms are used to express the multiples of ten: thirty, forty, etc. 

32 In a few instances this reverse gender agreement is violated:      the three wives of his sons 

with them (Gen. 7:13);     three loaves of bread, etc. 

33 Except for those very common nouns previously mentioned. There are no numbers in the range 3-10 that 

quantify a determinate noun. 

34 The word  is a special form for ten used only for masculine teens. 
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 (1) They precede the noun they quantify:  

     
three days (Gen. 30:36) 

      
the four wheels (1 Kgs. 7:32) 

 This construction often conveys the sense “three of,” “four of,” etc. 

יהָ חָמֵש      נַעֲרתֵֶֹ֔
five of her maidens (1 Sam. 25:42) 

     
seven of his sons (1 Sam. 16:10) 

 (2) Their masculine form precedes  35ten to form the corresponding “teen.” 

  thirteen (Gen. 14:4) 

  seventeen (Gen. 37:1) 

 (3) They may quantify the words for hundred ( ), thousand ( ), and ten thousand 

( ): 

     
three hundred (Gen. 5:22) 

     
five thousand (Josh. 8:12) 

    
forty thousand (Neh. 7:66) 

    
sixty thousand (Ezr. 2:69) 

[lit. six myriads] 

 (4) They may govern a pronoun suffix: 

                    
“Come out, the three of you, to the tabernacle of meeting!” 

So the three of them came out. (Num. 12:4) 

            
and the four of them had faces and wings. (Ezek. 1:8) 

 

35 The word   is a special form for ten used only for feminine teens. 
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7.5.2 Cardinals 11-19 

 The cardinal numbers eleven through nineteen are formed by linking the construct form of 

the units number with (masculine), or (feminine)—the words for “-teen.”36 In addition 

to the normal construct forms  and  one, the alternate word for one   is also used. 

Likewise, in addition to the normal construct forms   and   two, the alternate word for two 

  is also used. The gender of these compound numbers is determined by the gender of the units 

number, and the rule of gender agreement follows that for the units numbers. Thus eleven and 

twelve have normal gender agreement with the noun being quantified, and thirteen through nine-

teen have reverse gender agreement. Table 7.4 is a list of these numbers.  

Table 7.4 

Frequency of the Cardinal Numbers 11-19 

    Number  Masculine Count Feminine Count 

 11  37 3  38 10 

    
39

 9   40 10 

 12   41 8  42 4 

      84    34 

 13  43    13 

 14   32  44 10 

 15   21  45 12 

 16  46 10   14 

 

 

36 Rare exceptions consist of linking the absolute form of the units with the normal form for ten by means of 

a conjunction:        fifteen shekels (Ezek. 45:12). 

37 Gen. 32:23; 37:9; Deut. 1:2. 

38 Josh. 15:51; 1 Kgs. 6:38; 2 Kgs. 9:29; 23:36; 24:18; 2 Chr. 36:5; 2 Chr. 36:11; Jer. 52:1; Ezek. 30:20; 31:1. 

39 Num. 7:72; 29:20; Deut. 1:3; 1 Chr. 12:14; 24:12; 25:18; 27:14; Zech. 1:7. 

40 Exod. 26:7; 26:8; 36:14; 36:15; 2 Kgs. 25:2; Jer. 1:3; 39:2; 52:5; Ezek. 26:1; 40:49. 

41 Exod. 28:21; Num. 7:3; Josh. 3:12; 1 Kgs. 7:25; 1 Chr. 25:19; 27:15; Ezek. 32:1; 47:13. 

42 Josh. 4:8; 32:1; 32:17; 33:21. 

43 Num. 29:13; 29:14; 1 Chr. 24:13; 25:20; 26:11; Est. 3:12; 3:13; 8:12; 9:1; 9:17; 9:18. 

44 Gen. 14:5; 31:41; Josh. 15:36; 18:28; 2 Kgs. 18:13; 13:21; Isa. 36:1; Ezek. 40:1; 43:17. 

45 Gen. 5:10; 7:20; Exod. 27:14; 27:15; 38:14; 38:15; 2 Kgs. 14:17; 14:23; 20:6; 2 Chr. 15:10; 25:25; Isa. 

38:5. 

46 Exod. 26:25; 36:30; Num. 31:40; 31:46; 31:52; 1 Chr. 4:27; 24:4; 24:14; 25:23; 2 Chr. 29:17. 
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    Number  Masculine Count Feminine Count 

 17  47 2  48 7 

 18   13    16 

 19  49 3  50 4 

These numbers occur in the following syntactic constructions: 

 (1) They may be used absolutely, standing alone after an elided noun: 

               
all the sons and brethren of Hosah were thirteen. (1 Chr. 26:11) 

       
fifteen [pillars] to a row. (1 Kgs. 7:3) 

 (2) They usually precede the noun they quantify, governing the noun in its plural form:51 

       
eleven stars (Gen. 37:9) 

        
twelve princes (Gen. 17:20) 

      
fifteen cubits (Gen. 7:20) 

       
sixteen persons (Gen. 46:18) 

        
sixteen sockets (Exod. 26:25) 

       
nineteen men (2 Sam. 2:30) 

 (3) They may follow the plural form of the noun they quantify. This construction occurs 

often in lists, or in constructions where the noun is closely linked with what precedes it: 

       
thirteen cities (Josh. 19:6) 

            
thirteen young bulls (Num. 29:13) 

 

47 Gen. 7:11; 8:4. 

48 Gen. 37:2; 47:28; 1 Kgs. 14:21; 22:52; 2 Kgs. 13:1; 16:1; 2 Chr. 12:13. 

49 2 Sam. 2:30; 1 Chr. 24:16; 25:26. 

50 Gen. 11:25; Josh. 19:38; 2 Ki. 25:8; Jer. 52:12. 

51 Except for the very common nouns that may quantify in the singular. 



Chapter 7 Hebrew Quantifiers 205 

 

  

        
fourteen sons (1 Chr. 25:5) 

       
sixteen cities (Josh. 15:41) 

          
eighteen able men (1 Chr. 26:9) 

 (4) They may quantify  thousand in the singular:52 

         
fourteen thousand sheep (Job 42:12) 

       
sixteen thousand [persons] (Num. 1:40) 

          
eighteen thousand men (Judg. 20:25) 

 (5) They may quantify the number  ten-thousand: 

        
more than one hundred and twenty thousand persons (Jon. 4:11) 

[lit. twelve myriads] 

7.5.3 Cardinals 20-29 

 The plural form   of  ten is used to express the number twenty. It occurs 315 times 

in compound numbers from 20-29. Although its form is masculine, the word bears the common 

gender attribute—that is, it quantifies both masculine and feminine nouns. 

     
twenty years (Gen. 31:41) 

      
twenty male goats (Gen. 32:15, Engl. 14) 

 For the numbers 21 through 29, it is linked with the units word by means of a conjunction. 

The units word may either precede or follow: 

  Masculine        Feminine 

 21    (Ezr. 2:26)    (2 Kgs. 24:18) 

 22      (Num. 3:39)     (Josh. 19:30) 

       (Judg. 7:3) 

 

 

52 The numbers 11-19 do not quantify hundred. The number fourteen hundred, for example, is ex-

pressed as a thousand and four hundred. 
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  Masculine        Feminine 

 23    (Num. 26:62)    (Num. 33:39) 

     (Ezr. 2:11)     (Judg. 10:2)  

 24     (Num. 7:88)     (2 Sam. 21:20) 

       (Num. 25:9) 

 25    (Judg. 20:35)    (Num. 8:24) 

     (Ezek. 45:1)     (1 Kgs. 22:42) 

 26    (Judg. 20:15)53 

 27    (1 Kgs. 20:30)     (Est. 1:1) 

 28    (Exod. 26:2)     (2 Kgs. 10:36) 

 29   (Gen. 11:24)    (Josh. 15:32) 

 The gender of numbers 21-29 is determined by the gender of the units word. The gender 

of the number must agree with the gender of the noun it quantifies, according to the general rule 

of agreement for the units words. Like the previous numbers, these may be used absolutely, stand-

ing alone after an elided noun. They may precede or follow the quantified noun in its plural form.54 

And they may quantify the number   thousand in its singular form. 

7.5.4 Cardinals 30-99 

 The masculine plural form of the numbers three through nine express their multiple of 

ten—that is, the plural form of 3 is 30; the plural of 4 is 40, etc. Table 7.5 lists the multiples of ten: 

Table 7.5 

Multiples of Ten 

   Units  Multiple of Ten 

  3   30   

  4  40   
  5  50   
  6    60    
  7  70   

  8   80   

  9  90   

 

53 This number occurs only twice, here and 1 Chr. 7:40. 

54 Except for the very common nouns listed before that may be quantified in the singular. 
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 Although the forms are masculine, the words bear the common gender attribute—that is, 

without a units word, they quantify both masculine and feminine nouns. When complemented by 

a units word, it is linked with the multiple of ten by means of a conjunction, and the units word 

may either precede or follow. The gender attribute of the compound number is defined by the 

gender of the units word, and the gender of the number must agree with the gender of the quantified 

noun according to the standard rule of gender agreement for the units word. Like the previous 

numbers, these may be used absolutely, standing alone after an elided noun. They may precede or 

follow the quantified noun in its plural form.55 And they may quantify the number   thousand 

in its singular form. 

     
fifty loops (Exod. 36:12) 

      
their forty sockets (Exod. 36:26) 

         
thirty-three years. (1 Kgs. 2:11) 

     
thirty days. (Lev. 12:4) 

         
forty-four thousand (1 Chr. 5:18) 

         
fifty-five years (2 Kgs. 21:1) 

       
sixty-six persons (Gen. 46:26) 

         
seventy-seven men. (Judg. 8:14) 

         
eighty-five men (1 Sam. 22:18) 

          
ninety-nine years (Gen. 17:24 ) 

 In a few instances, the construct form of a multiple of ten governs a pronoun suffix: 

         

a captain of fifty with his fifty men (2 Kgs. 1:9)
56

 

 

55 Except for the very common nouns listed before that may be quantified in the singular. 

56 See also verses 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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7.5.5 Cardinals 100-999 

 The word  hundred occurs 583 times in the Bible, 174 times in the singular form, 

333 times in the plural , and 76 times in the dual form . Of these instances, 552 are 

absolute forms, and 31 are the singular construct form  .57 The singular form means one hun-

dred, the dual form means two hundred, and the plural form is used with a units quantifier for 

multiples 300-900.  

Multiples of 100. Multiples of 100 are expressed by preceding the word   with the feminine 

construct form of a quantifier from 3 to 9. Like the previous numbers, these may be used abso-

lutely, standing alone after an elided noun. They may precede or follow the quantified noun in its 

plural form.58 And they may quantify the number    thousand. 

        
three hundred foxes (Judg. 15:4) 

          
six hundred shekels of iron (1 Sam. 17:7) 

       
seven hundred horsemen (2 Sam. 8:4) 

      
five hundred rods (Ezek. 42:17) 

 As in the other cases, the very common nouns often are quantified in the singular form: 
    

one hundred years (Gen. 17:17) 

     
two hundred years (Gen. 11:23) 

      
three hundred cubits (Gen. 6:15) 

      
four hundred years. (Gen. 15:13) 

       
five hundred years (Gen. 5:32) 

       
six hundred years (Gen. 7:6) 

          
seven hundred select men. (Judg. 20:15) 

       

 

57 The word  never governs a pronoun suffix. 

58 Except for the very common nouns listed before that may be quantified in the singular. 
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eight hundred years (Gen. 5:4) 

        
nine hundred chariots of iron (Judg. 4:3) 

 In a few instances the construct form  is used instead of the absolute, usually with one 

of the very common nouns: 
   

the hundred talents (2 Chr. 25:9) 

        
one hundred and eighty days (Est. 1:4) 

            
one hundred and twenty-three years (Num. 33:39) 

          
Though a sinner does evil a hundred times (Eccl. 8:12)59 

 With Tens and Units. The number  and its multiples may be compounded with any 

number from 1-99. This is accomplished by connecting the two numbers by means of a conjunction 

or by simple juxtaposition. The constituent parts of the compound number are usually in ascending 

or descending order—units, tens, hundreds, or hundreds, tens, units.60 These compound numbers 

may occur in the following syntactic constructions: 

 (1) The number may precede the quantified noun governed in the plural:61 

                 
four hundred and sixty-eight valiant men. (Neh. 11:6) 

              
the two hundred and seventy-three extra ones (Num. 3:46) 

            
one hundred and thirty-three years (Exod. 6:18) 

                 
six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold (1 Kgs. 10:14) 

 (2) The number may also follow the quantified noun, always in the plural. This construction 

usually occurs in lists, or where the quantified noun has close syntactic relations with what pre-

cedes: 
         

one hundred and twelve of his brethren (1 Chr. 15:10) 

 

59 In this example, the construct form stands alone before an elided noun [times].  

60 The “teen” numbers function as a unit, and within the unit the order is independent. See the subsequent 

example of 1 Chr. 15:10. 

61 Except for the list of the very common nouns that may be quantified in the singular. 
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three hundred and seventy-two sons of Shephatiah (Ezr. 2:4) 

               
seven hundred and seventy-five sons of Arah (Ezr. 2:5) 

                
eight hundred and thirty-two persons (Jer. 52:29) 

7.5.6 Cardinals 1,000-999,999 

 The word   thousand occurs 494 times in the Bible, 310 times in the singular form  , 
153 times in the plural     , and 31 times in the dual form . Of these instances, 446 are 

absolute forms, and 48 are construct forms, 34 of which are the singular construct form  ,62 and 

14 are the plural construct form  . The unquantified singular form means one thousand, and 

the dual form means two thousand. Multiples of 1,000 are expressed by preceding the word with 

a quantifying number which may range from 3 to 999. The plural form is used when the word is 

quantified by numbers from 3 to 10; when the quantifier is greater than ten, the singular form is 

used.  

 Although the form is masculine, the gender attribute is common—that is, the word may 

quantify either masculine or feminine nouns. When the word is quantified, the gender of the re-

sultant compound number is determined by the gender of the quantifier. The gender of such a 

compound number must agree with the gender of the noun it quantifies.  

 Like the previous numbers, these may be used absolutely, standing alone after an elided 

noun. They may precede or follow the quantified noun in its plural form.63  

Multiples 3-10. When  is quantified by a number from 3 and 10, it is quantified in its plural 

form  .64  
   

one thousand chariots (1 Chr. 18:4) 

    
one thousand captains (1 Chr. 12:35, Engl. 34) 

    
two thousand cubits (Num. 35:5) 

     
two thousand horses (2 Kgs. 18:23) 

 

62 Five of which govern pronoun suffixes: 1 Sam. 18:7 twice; 21:12 twice; 29:5. 

63 Except for the very common nouns listed before that may be quantified in the singular. 

64 Occasionally it is quantified in the plural construct form when it immediately precedes the quantified noun: 
      three thousand men (Exod. 32:28). 



Chapter 7 Hebrew Quantifiers 211 

 

  

        
three thousand men (Josh. 7:3) 

         
seven thousand horsemen (1 Chr. 18:4) 

        
ten thousand men (Judg. 1:4)65 

            
five thousand shekels of bronze (1 Sam. 17:5) 

Multiples 11-999. When   is quantified by a number in the teens (11 to 999), the quantifier 

precedes it,   retains its singular form, and the gender of the compound number is defined by 

the gender of the quantifier. The gender of the compound number must agree with the gender of 

the noun it quantifies. 

           
twelve thousand horsemen. (1 Kgs. 5:6, Engl. 4:26) 

         
fourteen thousand sheep (Job 42:12) 

           
eighteen thousand men (Judg. 20:25) 

          
twenty thousand foot soldiers. (2 Sam. 8:4) 

            
twenty-five thousand men (Judg. 20:46) 

           
thirty-two thousand persons (Num. 31:35) 

          
sixty-one thousand donkeys (Num. 31:34) 

            
seventy-two thousand cattle (Num. 31:33) 

         
six hundred thousand foot-soldiers (Num. 11:21) 

                      
six hundred and seventy-five thousand sheep (Num. 31:32) 

          
one hundred and twenty thousand men (Judg. 8:10) 

            

 

65 The number 10,000 is expressed 18 times by the word  (Gen. 24:60; Lev. 26:8; Num. 10:36; Deut. 

32:30; 33:2; 33:17; Judg. 20:10; 1 Sam. 18:7; 18:8; 21:12; 29:5; Psa. 3:7; 91:7; Song 5:10; Ezek. 16:7; Mich. 6:7. 

However, the word may just mean “a very large number” without mathematical precision. 
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four hundred thousand foot soldiers (Judg. 20:2) 

Sometimes   is repeated after each of the hundreds, tens, and units quantifiers: 

                          
three hundred and thirty-seven thousand five hundred sheep (Num. 31:36) 

 With Hundreds, Tens, and Units. The number   and its multiples may be compounded 

with any number from 1-999. This is accomplished by connecting the two numbers by means of a 

conjunction or by simple juxtaposition. The constituent parts of the compound number are usually 

in ascending or descending order—units, tens, hundreds, thousands, or thousands hundreds, tens, 

units.66  

                      
six hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty. (Num. 1:46) 

7.5.7 10,000 and Up 

 The word   represents the number 10,000.67 It occurs 18 times in the Bible. Its con-

struct form occurs before the noun it quantifies, but unlike some of the other quantifiers, it never 

follows. It may stand alone in a noun slot after the noun it quantifies has been elided.  

Examples of the construct form standing before the noun it quantifies: 

        
And He came with ten thousands of saints (Deut. 33:2) 

        
Do not be afraid of ten thousands people (Psa. 3:6 [7]) 

                    
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? (Mich. 6:7) 

              
Return, O LORD, to the ten-thousands of the thousands of Israel (Num. 10:36) 

Examples of the word standing in a noun slot, after the noun it quantifies has been elided: 

         
Our sister, may you become the mother of thousands of ten-thousands (Gen. 24:60) 

         
and a 100 of you shall put 10,000 to flight (Lev. 26:8) 

 

66 The “teen” numbers function as a unit, and within the unit the order is independent. See the subsequent 

example of 1 Chr. 15:10.  

67 The word  is classified as a noun in the lexicons, but its meaning and usage indicate that it is a 

quantifier. 
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How could one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight (Deut. 32:30) 

              
Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands (1 Sam. 18:7) 

 The word   ten-thousand occurs 9 times in the Bible, with its alternate spelling   

occurring once. The word itself may be quantified. It may precede or follow the noun it quantifies, 

and may stand alone in a noun slot, after its quantified noun has been elided. 

Example of the word preceding the noun it quantifies: 

        
more than 120,000 persons (Jon. 4:11) 

[Lit. 12 x 10,000 persons] 

Examples of the word following the noun it quantifies: 

           
                

          
                

         
They gave for the work of the house of God 

five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, 

ten thousand talents of silver, 

eighteen thousand talents of bronze, 

and one hundred thousand talents of iron. (1 Chr. 29:7) 

           
            

20,000 drachmas of gold, 2,200 minas of silver (Neh. 7:70) 

[Lit. gold: 2 x 10,000 drachmas; silver: 2,000 and 200 minas] 

 

             
61,000 drachmas of gold (Ezr. 2:69) 

[Lit. gold: 6 x 10,000 and 1,000 drachmas] 

Examples of the word standing alone in a predicate nominative slot, after the quantified noun 

has been elided: 

                    
All the assembly together was 42,360 (Ezr. 2:64; Neh. 7:66) 

[Lit. 4 x 10,000 and 2,000 and 360] 

       
The chariots of God are 20,000 (Psa. 68:17 [18]) 

Example of the word standing in a noun slot, after the quantified noun has been elided: 
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and he will cast down ten-thousands, but will not prevail (Dan. 11:12) 

7.6 Ordinal Numbers 

 The ordinal numbers are not part of the set of quantifiers, but function strictly as adjectives. 

They are discussed in this chapter because of their usual association with cardinal numbers. The 

ordinal numbers from second to tenth are derived from their corresponding cardinal, whereas the 

ordinal first is  . Like an adjective, an ordinal number follows the noun it modifies, and agrees 

with it for number, gender, and determination. Table 7.6 lists the ordinals for first through tenth, 

and provides the frequency count for each. 

Table 7.6 

The Ordinal Numbers 

  Masculine  Feminine 

 First   123    49 

 Second    85   71 

 Third    64    36 

 Fourth    28    10 

 Fifth    28    1 

 Sixth   22   3 

 Seventh   84   14 

 Eighth    27    4 

 Ninth    12    6 

 Tenth    10    8 

            
                    

            
And you shall sow in the eighth year, 

and eat old produce until the ninth year; 

until its produce comes in, you shall eat of the old harvest. (Lev. 25:22) 

 Beyond tenth, the cardinal numbers functions also as the ordinals.68 The distinction is that 

ordinals usually are determinate, whereas cardinals are usually non-determinate, and cardinal may 

precede as well as follow: 

  

 

68 The word  occasionally is used for the ordinal first. 
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And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, 

in the first month, the first day of the month, 

the waters were dried up from off the earth: (Gen. 8:13) 

 An ordinal may be used absolutely, standing alone after an elided noun:  

                    
                 

And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. 

In the tenth month, on the first day of the month69 

the tops of the mountains were seen. (Gen. 8:5) 

                  
              

And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, 

in the first month, the first day of the month, 

the waters were dried up from off the earth (Gen. 8:13) 

             
         

And the first [child] came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; 

so they called his name Esau. (Gen. 25:25) 

7.7 Summary 

 This chapter discusses the definition, classification, attributes, modifiers, and syntactic 

slots of quantifiers. It also discusses ordinal numbers, although they are not part of the set of quan-

tifiers. 

Definition 

Quantifiers are words that answer the semantic questions “how much?” or “how many?” 

Classification 

 Quantifiers are classified as (1) general quantifiers, a small set of words that specify general 

rather than specific quantities, and (2) specific quantifiers, the cardinal numbers. 

Attributes 

 Quantifiers have four syntactic attributes: (1) number, (2) gender, (3) range, (4) and deter-

mination. The following table summarizes these attributes and the values they may assume: 

 

69 The word  is always used in the phrase “the first day of the month.” The word day is nearly always 

elided in the phrase “the Xth day of the month.” Likewise, the word month is often elided in the phrase “the Xth 

month.” 
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 Attribute Values 

 Number singular,70 plural,71 dual72 

 Gender masculine, feminine, common 

 Range absolute, construct 

 Determination determinate, nondeterminate 

Modifiers 

 It seems that quantifiers may be modified only by qualifiers. 

Syntactic Slots 

 Quantifiers may occupy two different slots: 

(1) They may modify countable nouns, and may stand before or after the noun they quantify.  

 N = M + N or N = N + M (M = Quantifier) 

(2) They also may occupy a noun slot, after the quantified noun has been elided. 

 N = M + N 

 M + N → N 

  

 

70 Applies to the word one only; the other quantifiers usually have the singular form, but they specify a plural 

attribute for the noun they quantify. 

71 The masculine plural form is used with the numbers 3-9 to express a multiple of ten. The words for 100, 

1000, and 10,000 take the plural form when they are quantified. 

72 The dual form is limited to the numbers two, hundred, thousand, and ten-thousand. Apart from the number 

two, the dual form of the others means 2 times the number, that is, 200 or 2,000 or 20,000. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 8 

Hebrew Prepositions 

 Prepositions are rather mystifying to anyone learning a second language. The natural ten-

dency is to match each preposition with a corresponding one in the mother tongue and to expect it 

to mean the same thing in every context. But this would send one into a dizzy spin of confusion. 

This chapter discusses the definition, function, and some of the unique characteristics of Hebrew 

prepositions.  

8.1 Prepositions Defined 

 Words classified as prepositions are linking words that answer the semantic question “what 

kind of relationship?” In linking words or phrases together they define a relationship between 

them. In that respect, they are similar to conjunctions. The relationship they define, however, is 

usually adverbial in some sense, but not always so. They have a unique grammatical form that 

permits them to govern pronoun suffixes, and they occupy unique syntactic slots.  

8.2 Derivation of Preposition 

 Some prepositions are regarded as primary, others are compound in that they consist of 

two or more prepositions combined to form a new one, and still others are derived from a prepo-

sition combined with a noun for the same purpose. 

8.2.1 Primary Prepositions 

 There are 31 different words classified as prepositions in the WTS morphological text, 

occurring a total of 62,773 times. Table 8.1 lists them according to their frequency of occurrence. 
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Table 8.1 

Primary Prepositions 

Preposition Meaning Frequency Preposition Meaning Frequency 

מַעַן  to, for 20,021 לְׁ   for 71 לְׁ

 beside 61 אֵצֶל  in, with 15,549 בְׁ 

 to them 53 לָמוֹ  from 7,554 מִן

 with 45 עִמָד above 5,600 עַל 

 in front of 36 מול  to, toward 5,516 אֶל

מָה  like, as 2,896 כְׁ  עֻׁ  close by 32 לְׁ

 in front of 25 נֹכַח  until 1,247 עַד

 O that 22 לו  with 1,048 עִם

עֲדֵי  with 887 אֵת  without 17 בַלְׁ

 except 16 זולָה  after 633 אַחַר 

מוֹ under 502 תַחַת   with 9 בְׁ

 until 9 עַד between 407 בֵין

מוֹ  next to 151 נֶגֶד   for 4 לְׁ

מוֹ  in return for 2 חֵלֶף  like, as 142 כְׁ

תִי   by means of 1 בַעַד until 112 בִלְׁ

   away from 104 בַעַד
 

 

8.2.2 Compound Prepositions 

 Some propositions combine together to form new prepositional nuances. Table 8.2 lists 36 

double prepositions by meaning and frequency. Likewise, Table 8.3 lists 13 triple prepositions. 

The meaning of such prepositions is quite idiomatic being dependent on the semantics of the con-

text in which it occurs. 
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Table 8.2 

Double Prepositions 

Preposition Meaning Frequency Preposition Meaning Frequency 

ל־אַחַר  תִי after 4 אֶֶֽ  because not 2 מִבִלְׁ

 from between 17 מִבֵין to between 3 אֶל־בֵין

 from behind 3 מִבַעַד at the front 14 אֶל־מול 

 from near 6 מִמול even from 1 אֶל־מִן

 across from 19 מִנֶגֶד instead of 10 אֶל־תַחַת 

בֵין  from 264 מֵעַל  among 1 בְׁ

תִי  from with 59 מֵעִם except 1 אֶל  בִלְׁ

מוֹ־לְׁ   from with 1 מֵעִמָדִי  like as to 1 כְׁ

בַ   from under 34 מִתַחַת  about as 7 כְׁ

מִן  opposite to 1 נֹכַח לְַׁ  about 2 כְׁ

עַל   all the way to 1 עַד־אֶל according to 5 כְׁ

בַעֲבור   up to such 2 עַד־כְׁ  in order to 3 לְׁ

מוֹל   until 28 עַד־לְׁ  the opposite direction 1 לְׁ

מִן   as far as 3 עַד־מִן from 42 לְׁ

נֹכַח   as far as in front of 2 עַד־נֶגֶד on behalf of 3 לְׁ

נֶגֶד   to opposite 3 עַד־נֹכַח  in front of 25 לְׁ

 at the rear 1 עַל־אַחַר  from beside 4 מֵאֵצֶל

 above among 1 עַל־בֵין  from after 49 מֵאַחַר 

נֵי  from with 152 מֵאֵת  To the front of 1 עַל־לִפְׁ

י עֲדֵֵ֔  under 2 תַחַת לְׁ  besides 12 מִבַלְׁ
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Table 8.3 

Triple Prepositions 

Preposition Meaning Frequency 

 to between 1 אֶל־בֵין לְׁ 

וֹת  to between 1   לְׁ  אֶל־בֵינ 

 to under 1 אֶל־תַחַת לְׁ 

 from behind 1 מֵאַחַר לְׁ 

 from betweem 3 מִבֵין לְׁ 

עַד לְׁ   from behind 3 מִבַֹ֖

גֶד לְׁ   from before 2 מִנֶ 

 from before 1 מִנֶגֶד מִן 

 from above 14 מֵעַל לְׁ 

 below 1 מִתַחַת בְׁ 

 from under 15 מִתַחַת לְׁ 

 as far as 2 עַד לְׁ מִן

ל  to above 1 עַד־מֵעִַ֣

ל   above 1 עַל־מֵעִַ֣

At least two quadruple prepositions are found: 

   לְׁ   תַחַת  מִן  לְׁ 

ים   וֹפַנִָ֗ עַת הָאֶֽ בִַ֣ אַרְׁ חַת  לֶַֽ וְׁ מִתַ  וֹת לְׁ רֵ֔ גְׁ מִסְׁ  

Under the panels were the four wheels  (1 Kgs. 7:32) 

חַת לְׁ     עַד־מִתַֹ֖

ום  ים וַיַכַּ֕ תִֵּ֑ לִשְׁ ו אֶת־פְׁ פֹ֖ דְׁ ֶּֽיִרְׁ חַת לְׁ וֶַֽ ר׃ עַד־מִתַֹ֖ ית כֶָֽ  בֵֵ֥

And they pursued the Philistines, 

and struck them down as far as below Beth Car. (1 Sam. 7:11) 
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8.2.3 Combined with a Noun 

 Some prepositions join with a noun or adverb to idiomatically form a new hybrid preposi-

tion. Table 8.4 lists the double ones; Table 8.5 lists the triple ones; and Table 8.6 the quadruple 

ones. 

Table 8.4 

Double Hybrid Prepositions 

Preposition Meaning Frequency 

 before 14 אֶל־מול 

נֵי  before 28 אֶת־פְׁ

חוצתֹ   outside 14 בְׁ

בַד   alone 123 לְׁ

מַטָה   below 10 לְׁ

לָה  עְׁ מַָ֗  above 31 לְׁ

נֵי   before 1,029 לִפְׁ

 inside 12 מִבַיִת

 מִחוץ
outside 45 

מָה  עֻׁ  close to 31 לְׁ

נֵי  from before 305 מִפְׁ

 

Table 8.6 

Quadruple Hybrid Prepositions 

Preposition Meaning Frequency 

 to outside of 19 אֶל־מִחוץ לְׁ 

 to within 2 אֶל־מִבֵית לְׁ 
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Table 8.5 

Triple Hybrid Prepositions 

Preposition Meaning Frequency 

 to within 3 אֶל־מִבֵית

נֵי   to the front of 8 אֶל־מול פְׁ

לָה לְׁ  עְׁ מַָ֗  down to 1 לְׁ

נֵי   directly in front of 1 אֶל־נֹכַח פְׁ

 outside of 33 מִחוץ לְׁ 

בוֹא   from the entrance of 1 מִלְׁ

בַד  besides 33 מִלְׁ

מַטָה   from below 6 מִלְׁ

לָה  עְׁ מֵַ֔  from above 24 מִלְׁ

מַת עֻׁ  next to 1 מִלְׁ

נֵי   from before 75 מִלִפְׁ

נִים   inner 2 מִלִפְׁ

8.3 Distribution of Prepositions 

 Although prepositions have only four primary functions (§ 8.4), they are found in a variety 

of positions based on the common parsing of words as recorded in the morphological codes in the 

WTS text. Table 8.7 lists the various parts of speech that are governed by a preposition. Of the 

51,436 prepositions without a pronoun suffix, 48,079 are prefixed to the constituent they govern 

or are linked by means of Maqqeph; 1,515 have a conjunctive accent; 1,369 have a near disjunc-

tive; and only 65 have a remote disjunctive. On the other hand, of the 11,337 that govern a pronoun 

suffix, only 49 are linked to the following word by Maqqeph; 1,594 are linked by conjunctive 

accent; 4,257 by a near disjunctive; but 5,435 by a remote disjunctive. 
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Table 8.7 

Distribution of Prepositional Governance 

Part of Speech Frequency 

Pronoun Suffix 11,337 

Nominative Pronoun 21 

Accusative Pronoun 8 

Interrogative Pronoun 94 

Demonstrative Pronoun 262 

Sign of Accusative1 2 

Common Nouns2 33,222 

Proper Nouns3 6,434 

Gentilic Nouns4 258 

Cardinal Number5 621 

Ordinal Number6 23 

Negative7 257 

Adjective8 810 

Participles9 766 

Infinitive Absolute 11 

Infinitive Construct 5,978 

Relative Pronoun 718 

Preposition 1,175 

Interrogative Particle 39 

Conjunction10 30 

Part of Speech Frequency 

 

1 They mark an accusative noun phrase (Josh. 11:13; 2 Kgs. 3:22). 

2 8,581 have the definite article. 

3 287 have the definite article. 

4 161 have the definite article. 

5 64 have the definite article. 

6 21 have a definite article. 

7 The word ֹלא occurs 47 times, negating a common noun 34 times, another preposition 3 times (2 Chr. 30:18; 

Job 39:16; Isa. 30:5; 55:2), a finite verb 10 times, and 1 infinitive construct (Num. 35:23). Other negatives are: י לְת   ב 

(95 times), י ן ,(times 38) בְל  ס ,(times 63) אַי  פ    .(once) אַל and ,(times 13) א 

8 303 have the definite article. 

9 264 have the definite article. 

10 23 form compound conjunctions discussed in § 9.1; 7 appear before Waw conjunctive, apparently with an 

elided object (Gen. 21:16; Deut. 28:66; Judg. 9:17; 2 Kgs. 2:15; 4:25; I Chr. 20:4; Neh. 12:38). 
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Adverb11 599 

Interjection12 3 

Finite Verb13 100 

Last Word14 5 

Total 62,773 

 The first eleven categories are instances in which the object of the preposition is a noun or 

its equivalent. Intuitively one expects a preposition to govern its object in the genitive case; but in 

some instances, a preposition governs independent nominative or accusative pronouns, and even 

twice noun phrases marked accusative. In the occasion of the cardinal and ordinal numbers, the 

number either quantifies a noun phrase or stands alone functioning as a noun in place of the elided 

noun phrase it quantifies. In the occasion of adjectives, they too are functioning as a noun standing 

alone in place of the elided noun phrase it modifies. In the instance of the participles, when gov-

erned by a preposition they function as a verbal noun. The same is true in the rare instances where 

a preposition governs an infinitive absolute. The construct infinitive is a verbal noun whether it 

stands alone or has a named subject and object. 

When prepositions link with relative pronouns they form compound subordinating con-

junctions as discussed in § 9.1; the same is true when they link with a conjunction. When preposi-

tions link with other prepositions they form compound prepositions as explained above. The same 

is true when they link with adverbs. When linked with an interrogative particle they form a com-

pound interrogative adverb. In rare instances in poetry, an interjection is found intervening be-

tween prepositions forming a compound. Contrary to expectation, a preposition is found governing 

a finite verb as though there were and intervening relative pronoun. Finally, a few prepositions 

with elided object pronouns are found at the end of a verse. 

8.4 Functions of Prepositions 

 Prepositions have four functions in Hebrew: (1) they convert nouns or noun phrases into 

adverb phrases; (2) they join verbs with their complements; (3) they subordinate infinitive clauses 

to independent clauses or to other parts of speech;15 and (4) they may join with    אֲשֶר   or    כִי  to 

 

11 Two have a definite article. 

12 Psa. 73:15; 116:14, 18. 

13 Strangely, 3 have the definite article (2 Chr. 1:4; 29:36; Dan. 8:1). 

14 Josh. 2:11; 2 Sam. 18:13; 2 Chr. 30:18; Hos. 13:4; Amos. 2:9. 

15 An infinitive clause is a clause which has had its verb changed to the infinitive form rather than the inflected 

form it would normally take as an independent clause. 
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form subordinating conjunctions. Apart from (4) which is special, prepositions almost always gov-

ern a noun phrase or its equivalent. Prepositions may be negated, nearly always by the prepositive 

particle ,16 but occasionally by 17,אֵין by תִי לִי by 18,בִלְׁ     22,אַל or by 21,אֶפֶס by 20,בַל by 19,בְׁ

8.4.1 Forming Adverb Phrases 

 Adverbs and adverb phrases answer the questions: when? where? why? how? etc., but not 

who? or what? They answer questions about time, place, manner, means, result, consequence, 

cause, reason, purpose, degree of comparison, condition, and so forth.  

 A temporal preposition, governing a noun or noun phrase naming some aspect of time, 

forms an adverb phrase that answers the question “when?”; a spatial preposition, governing a noun 

or noun phrase naming some aspect of place, answers the question “where?”; a manner preposition, 

governing a noun or noun phrase naming a method, answers the question “how?”; a purpose prep-

osition, governing a noun or noun phrase naming a purpose, answers the question “why?”; and so 

forth. Because prepositions govern nouns or noun phrases, they also may govern pronouns that 

stand in place of a noun (phrase). The pronouns take the genitive case and are suffixed to the 

preposition. 

 Some Hebrew prepositions have only a temporal meaning in the Old Testament: 

טֶרֶם   before— טֶרֶם       before— בְׁ

רֶם     before— מִטֶֹּ֧

 Some Hebrew prepositions have only a spatial meaning in the Old Testament: 

 

16 Prepositions are negated by   260 times in the Hebrew Bible, nearly always with Maqqeph or a conjunc-

tive accent (222 times), or with a near disjunctive accent (27 times), or a remote disjunctive accent (11 times: Num. 

14:28; Deut. 31:17; 1 Sam. 20:15; 29:4; 1 Chr. 19:3; Isa. 10:11; Jer. 42:5; Ezek. 17:16; 20:33; 24:25; 36:7); although 

in these latter, the negative is probably functioning independently. 

17 Prepositions are negated by ין  ,times, nearly always with Maqqeph or a conjunctive accent (167 times) 184 אֵּ

or a near disjunctive accent (15 times), or by a remote disjunctive accent twice (Gen. 2:5; Isa. 59:11), but in these 

latter the negative is functioning independently. In most instances ין  is functioning as the negated copulative verb in אֵּ

a predicate adverb clause. 

18 Exod. 22:19; Num. 11:6; 2 Kgs. 23:10. 

19 Job 18:15. 

20 Psa. 16:2; 23:7. 

21 Isa. 45:6; 46:9; 54:15. 

22 Psa. 6:2*2; 38:2; 119:36; Prov. 31:4*2; Isa. 64:8; Jer. 10:24; 15:15. 
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 beside— אֵצֶל  

 with; among— אֵת  

 in front of— מול  

מַעַל      —on top of; above 

  in front of; opposite to— נֶגֶד  

 in front of; before— נוֹכַח  

 around— סָבִיב  

 Some Hebrew prepositions have both temporal and spatial meanings in the OT, but no 

other adverbial sense:  

  Time  Space 

 after after; behind— אַחַר   

 during between— בֵין 

נִֵ֣י     before before; in front of— לִפְׁ

 even to; until as far as; up to— עַד  

 Some Hebrew prepositions have a temporal meaning and other adverbial meanings in the 

OT, but no spatial sense:  

  Time Manner Comparison 

 about according to like; as— כְׁ   

 Some Hebrew prepositions in the OT have other adverbial meanings not including time 

and space:  

 because of— יַעַן 

עַן      מַ  לְׁ  —for the sake of 

ור     on account of— בַעֲבִ֣

 Some Hebrew prepositions have a spatial meaning and other adverbial meanings in the OT, 

but no temporal sense:  

  Space Other Adverbial Meanings 

 to; toward because of— אֶל 

עַד    away on behalf of— בְׁ

נֵי    from before because of— מִפְׁ
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מׇה    beside; alongside  corresponding to— עֻׁ

  ;under; in place of in the manner of— תַחַת   

   in exchange for 

 Some Hebrew prepositions have both temporal and spatial meanings, as well as other ad-

verbial senses in the OT:  

  Time Space  Other Adverbial Meanings 

 on  in  with; by means of— בְׁ   

 to; at  to  of; for; in order to— לְׁ   

  ;from;   from;  on account of— מִן  

  —since out of because of 
  ;beyond upon;  because of— עַל   

   over on the condition 

 as long as with  beside; in spite of— עִם   

 The above analysis is simplified and does not include the special senses associated with 

governing verbal complements, nor does it include figurative senses. Besides this, as mentioned 

above (§ 8.2.2), many prepositions join with others to form compound prepositions with a variety 

of senses. BDB and HALOT provide extensive articles on all the prepositions; they should be 

consulted for more details.  

8.4.2 Governing Verbal Complements 

 Hebrew verbs govern their complements in the accusative case or by means of a preposi-

tion.23 When a preposition functions in this role, its meaning is dependent on the verb involved; 

likewise, the meaning of the verb is dependent on the preposition.  

 Although some English verbs govern their complements by means of prepositions, there is 

no necessary relationship between how Hebrew verbs govern their complements and how the cor-

responding English verbs govern theirs. A given Hebrew verb may govern its complement by 

means of a preposition, while the corresponding English verb governs its complement in the accu-

sative, or vice versa. Even when both the given Hebrew verb and the corresponding English verb 

govern their complement by means of a preposition, the Hebrew and English prepositions may not 

correspond in basic meaning. Translators take this into account, substituting the correct English 

 

23 See the discussion of the syntax of finite verbs § 5.4.4. 
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preposition for the Hebrew one. A comprehensive lexicon records these variations of meaning for 

both verbs and prepositions, and a careful expositor pays attention to these details.  

8.4.3 Subordinating Infinitive Clauses 

 In language, one clause may modify another (independent) clause in order to provide some 

adverbial information about it. Such a modifying clause is called a dependent or subordinate 

clause. A dependent clause is subordinated to an independent clause by means of a subordinating 

conjunction. The conjunction introduces the dependent clause which may either precede or follow 

the independent clause it modifies. 

           
So the LORD went His way 

as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham. (Gen 18:33) 

The conjunction  (as soon as) introduces the dependent (subordinate) clause that defines the 

time when the LORD departed. 

 In Hebrew, an alternate way of subordinating one clause to another is to change the verb 

in the subordinate clause to its infinitive form, and to introduce the subordinate clause with the 

preposition that corresponds in meaning to the given subordinating conjunction.24 Usually the in-

finitive assumes first position in the clause. English has no corresponding idiom, so the English 

translation is the same in either case. Using the same example as above, but employing the infini-

tive alternative, the text would read: 

         
So the LORD went His way  

as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham. (Gen 18:33)* 

 The infinitive form כַלׇה replaced the inflected form  and the preposition  replaced the 

conjunction . In like manner, many Hebrew prepositions may govern an infinitive clause, 

transforming it into an adverbial subordinate clause.  

                   
When you have brought the people out of Egypt (Exod. 3:12) 

[The subject of the infinitive is the 2ms pronoun suffix attached to it.] 

                 
as one falls before wicked men (2 Sam. 3:34) 

 

24 This construction occurs 5,990 times in the Hebrew Bible. The infinitive functions as a verbal noun, so one 

would expect it to be governed by a preposition in this construction. Thus, this structure functions as an ordinary 

prepositional phrase, fulfilling all its roles. 
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 After he has shaved his consecrated hair (Num 6:19)

[The subject of the infinitive is the 3ms pronoun suffix attached to it.] 

                                   
That the LORD may bring to Abraham  

what He has spoken to him. (Gen. 18:19) 

                             
Because the LORD loves you,  

and because He would keep His oath (Deut. 7:8) 

[The subject of the second infinitive is the 3ms pronoun suffix attached to it. The preposition מִן is repeated  

with both clauses] 

           
Because I follow what is good (Psa. 38:21, vs. 20 in Eng.) 

[The subject of the infinitive is the 1cs pronoun suffix attached to it.] 

                     
In order to walk in His ways and to fear Him (Deut. 8:6) 

 A verb may govern an infinitive clause as a complement by means of a preposition.  

              
He sought to kill Moses (Ex 2:15) 

             
I do not want to take her (Deut 25:8) 

8.5  Forming Conjunctions 

 Some Hebrew prepositions join with אֲשֶר or כֵן to form subordinating conjunctions.25 At 

times these prepositions function as conjunctions even without the companion words.  

ן   after that— אַחֲרֵי־אֲשֶר    afterwards— אַחֲרֵיכֵַּ֞

ר    כֵן  when;  although— בַאֲשִֶ֣   then; thereupon— בְׁ

ר    ר אֲשֵֶ֥ ָ֛ ר   in order that; because—  בַעֲבֻׁ   ;when; just as— כַאֲשֶֹּ֧

 since— מֵאֲשֶר   therefore— לָכֵן   

נֵי אֲשֶר   until— עַד אֲשֶר       because— מִפְׁ

 therefore— עַל־כֵן   because— עַל־אֲשֶר   

ר    because— יַעַן אֲשֶר    מַעַן  אֲשֶ   in order that— לְׁ

 

25 See § 9.1 on conjunctions. 



Chapter 8 Hebrew Prepositions  

 

 

230 

 

 because; whereas— תַחַת אֲשֶר   

8.6 Summary 

 This chapter discusses Hebrew prepositions. Words classified as prepositions answer the 

semantic question “what adverbial relationship?” They have a unique grammatical form that per-

mits them to govern pronoun suffixes, and they occupy unique syntactic slots: (1) they form ele-

mentary adverb phrases with nouns or pronouns; (2) they join some verbs with their complement, 

and (3) they subordinate infinitive clauses.  

They also function with or  to form subordinating conjunctions. Prepositions may be pre-

ceded by a conjunction, but never by a definite article.26 

Syntactic slots 

 Prepositions may occupy four slots. 

(1) Governing a noun phrase, it may occupy an elementary adverb slot: 

 D = P + N 

(2) It may link a verb to its complement: 

 Q = V + P + N 

(3) Governing an infinitive clause, it may occupy an adverb slot: 

 D = P + Si   (Si = infinitive clause) 

(4) It forms a conjunction with or : 

 Cs = P + or  

 Cs = P +    (Cs = subordinating conjunction) 

 

 

26 In this work, the definite article is regarded as a morpheme of nouns and adjectives. Thus, no article is 

expected with a preposition. However, there is one exception in colloquial speech (1 Sam. 9:24) where the preposition 

does have a definite article. The expression is understood to mean “that which is on it.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 9 

 Hebrew Conjunctions  

 Conjunctions1 are the words that connect various elements of a language together. They 

connect the statements of a narrative together to form a logically coherent story. They are the key 

to tracing the flow of thought through a Biblical passage. The expositor who ignores their signifi-

cance is like a tourist in a foreign country who has maps of the cities but no map of the intercon-

necting roads. What a pity to skip from village to village, from city to city, without ever traversing 

the countryside, without seeing the hills and valleys, the rivers and streams, the mountains and 

shores, the forests and meadows, without ever experiencing the cultural context. So is the expositor 

who ignores the road map of exegesis—the conjunctions. Table 9.1 lists the individual conjunc-

tions by frequency. Of the 57,547 instances of these conjunctions, 53,116 are prefixed to the fol-

lowing word or are linked by means of Maqqeph; 2,582 are linked by means of a conjunctive 

accent; 1,015 by means of a near disjunctive; and only 152 have a remote disjunctive. 

9.1 Compound Conjunctions 

 The individual conjunctions may link with prepositions to form new conjunctions with 

their own nuance. The following is a list of conjunctions formed in this manner: 

  before  before 

   until if2    except if3 

   until4    because5

   because6   because7 

 

1 GKC § 104; JM § 104; NIDOTE 4:1036-39. 

2 Gen. 24:19; 24:33; Isa. 30:17; Ruth 2:21. 

3 Gen. 47:18; Judg. 7:14; Amos 3:3, 4. 

4 Gen. 26:13; 41:49; 49:10; 2 Sam. 23:10; 2 Chr. 26:15. 

5 Deut. 4:37; Prov. 1:29; Isa. 51:6.  

6 Deut. 31:17; Judg. 3:12; Psa. 139:14; Jer. 4:28; Mal. 2:14. 

7 Psa. 40:16; 70:4. 
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Table 9.1 

Frequency of Hebrew Conjunctions 

 Meaning Frequency  Meaning Frequency 

  and 50,273   but indeed 19 

  for, that 4,483   then 15 

 if 1,068   if not 14 

  also 769   but 11 

  or 320 8עֵקֶב because 10 

  in order that 202  9ם  surely 9 אָמְנִָ֔

  also 133 10 אֻמְנָָ֛ם surely 5 

 lest 133  11 ן ֹ֥  therefore 3 לָה 

  before 56  13 ּו לַ֣  if, though 2 א 

  if  perhaps 22  Total 57,547 

 The Hebrew word  often functions as a subordinating conjunction, introducing a de-

pendent clause or indirect discourse. The following is a list of conjunctions formed when  is 

preceded by a preposition (see § 11.6.1). 

    after   because14 

   when   since15 

   until   because 

   because     because16 

 

8 Gen. 22:18; 26:5; Num. 14:24; Deut. 7:12; 8:20; 2 Sam. 12:6, 10; Psa. 40:16; 70:4; Amos 4:1. 

9 The word is classified as a conjunction, but it functions as an adverb: Ruth 3:12; 2 Kgs. 19:17; Job 9:2; 

12:2; 19:4, 5; 34:12; 36:4; Isa. 37:18. 

10 The word is classified as a conjunction, but it functions as an adverb: Gen. 18:13; Num. 22:37; 1 Kgs. 8:27; 

2 Chr. 6:18; Psa. 58:2. 

11 Job 30:24; Ruth 1:13 (twice). 

12  is classified as an adverb in lexicons, but it usually functions as a temporal conjunction. 

13 Eccl. 6:6; Est. 7:4. 

14 Gen. 39:9, 23; Eccl. 7:2. 

15 Isa. 43:4. 

16 Exod. 19:18; Jer. 44:23. 
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ר     י כַאֲשֶָ֛ ר as soon as17  אַחֲרֵַּ֕ קֶב אֲשֵֶ֥  because18  עֵַּ֕

 The Hebrew word  functions as a conjunction when preceded by a preposition. The fol-

lowing is a list of conjunctions formed in this fashion: 

   therefore   therefore 

   afterwards  afterwards 

  because 

 At times a conjunction forms a compound with another part of speech: 

   however19    because20 

   but   only if 

   that, in order that21  

 There are three major classes of conjunctions or connectives: (1) those that coordinate el-

ements of equal rank and function in the flow of thought, such as words, phrases, clauses or clusters 

of clauses; (2) those that subordinate one clause or cluster of clauses to another; and (3) speech 

introducing conjunctions. A clause is subordinate to another when it modifies the other clause in 

some sense. A subordinate clause usually answers an adverbial question about the clause it modi-

fies, such as when?, where?, how?, why?, etc. A subordinate clause is sometimes referred to as a 

dependent clause, the clause it modifies as an independent clause. 

9.2 Coordinating Conjunctions 

 Words, phrases, or clauses that are of equal rank and function in the flow of thought may 

be coordinated in one of three ways: (1) equating, (2) contrasting, or (3) opposing. Equating con-

nectives are called conjunctives; contrasting connectives are called disjunctives; and opposing con-

nectives are called adversatives.  

 

17 Josh. 2:7. 

18 Gen. 22:18; 26:5; 2 Sam. 12:6. 

19 This compound conjunction occurs five times with various adversative nuances: however, nevertheless, 

notwithstanding, except when, except that. Num. 13:28; Deut. 15:4; Judg. 4:9; 2 Sam. 12:14; Amos 9:8. 

20 Num. 11:20; 1 Kgs. 13:21; 21:29; Isa. 3:16; 7:5; 8:6; 29:13. 

21 This compound word functions as a conjunction when it governs a clause, but not otherwise. It functions 

as a conjunction about 18 times: Gen. 21:30; 27:4, 19, 31; 46:34; Exod. 9:14, 16; 19:9; 20:20; 1 Sam. 1:6; 2 Sam. 

10:3; 14:20; 17:14; 18:18; Job 20:2; Psa. 105:45; Mich. 2:10. 
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 Coordinating conjunctions join words, phrases,22 clauses, or clusters of clauses of equal 

kind, rank, and function. Equal kind means the elements joined by the conjunction are the same 

part of speech—nouns join with nouns, adjectives with adjectives, adverbs with adverbs, verbs 

with verbs, and clauses with clauses; most other parts of speech do not experience coordination. 

Equal rank means the elements joined enjoy the same degree of importance in their immediate 

context. Equal function means the elements joined occupy the same grammatical role in their im-

mediate context—that is, subject joins with subject, adjectival modifier with adjectival modifier, 

adverbial modifier with adverbial modifier, principle verb with principle verb, predicate comple-

ment with predicate complement, predicate with predicate, and independent clause with independ-

ent clause. 

 Coordinating conjunctions may be distinguished from subordinating conjunctions by the 

fact that coordinating conjunctions may appear in compound phrases—such as, “Abraham and 

Isaac,” “Jacob or Esau,” and “Joseph but not Simeon”—whereas subordinating conjunctions do 

not occur in such phrases. Thus one does not find phrases such as “Abraham when Isaac,” and 

“Jacob because Esau.” Compound phrases are represented by the following notation: 

 X   → X + Cc + X 

 where X = {N, A, D, or V}, and Cc = coordinating conjunction. 

9.2.1 Conjunctive Connectors 

 Conjunctive connectors join words, phrases, or clauses on some kind of equal basis. The 

following are the principal conjunctives in Hebrew: 

 (a)  ;and—expresses joint participation of words, phrases, or clauses—(Waw conjunctive)  וְׁ   

the elements it joins provide equal contribution to an argument or narrative. Waw conjunctive 

expresses simple coordination, joining things of the same kind, rank, and function. It may join 

nouns, adjectives, adverbs, verbs, or phrases of any of these; it also may join predicates, clauses, 

or clusters of clauses. If it joins phrases or clauses, it is attached to the first word of the second 

phrase or clause. Its vowel usually is Shewa ( ְׁו), although before some words its vowel may be 

Hiriq ( ִו), Pathach (  ו), or Qamets ( ָו); in some instances, it appears as Shureq (ו). 

Coordinate words: 

 

22 Compound phrases—words or phrases joined by a coordinating conjunction—are the result a deletion 

transformation operating on two or more coordinate clauses (i.e., joined by a coordinating conjunction) which say the 

same thing about equal but different constituents. This operation is discussed in § 19.4. 
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     N7  W    N6 W   N5 W  N4 W  N3 W    N2 W    N1  

               N8  

The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, 

Meshech, and Tiras. (Gen. 10:2)23 

Coordinate phrases: 

              
      N1  

            
      N2            W 

       
      N3             W 

So the LORD stirred up 

the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 

and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak,  the high priest, 

and the spirit of all the remnant of the people. (Hag. 1:14) 

Coordinate clauses: 

        
      

Therefore, the heavens above you withhold the dew 

and [parallel action] 

the earth withholds its fruit. (Hag. 1:10) 

Alternate Uses 

 While Waw conjunctive  ְׁו functions primarily as a coordinating conjunction, it also serves 

as a general-purpose substitute for more explicit conjunctions where the relationship of the clauses 

it joins is clearly understood from the sense of the clauses themselves. This may be thought of as 

part of the general principle of the economy of symbols. The occurrence of this substitution is noted 

throughout the discussion of conjunctions. 

 (b)   ו (Waw consecutive)—and/then—expresses simple coordination with an accompanying 

sequence of some sort, such as temporal or logical sequence.24 Waw consecutive joins only 

 

23 When more than two elements are coordinated, Waw conjunctive often is attached to every element but the 

first, as in this example, contrary to English which usually uses a comma in place of the conjunction except before the 

last element. At times Hebrew omits coordinating Waw conjunctive like English does. 

24 Muraoka (§ 117a) rejects the term “Waw consecutive” as not felicitous, but the term “consecutive” does 

indeed imply sequence, either temporal or logical. He prefers the term “Waw inversive” and the term “inverted form.” 

Scholars of earlier generations used the terms “Waw conversive” and “converted form.” The forms are indeed inverted 

in this Hebrew idiom; but that is merely a morphological phenomenon not directly related to the conjunctive sense 

conveyed by the conjunction. The true semantic function of the Waw consecutive is to denote consecution of the 

clauses it joins. 
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sentences,25 and attaches to the verb of the second and subsequent sentences; the verb of the second 

and subsequent sentences must be the first word of the sentence; that is, the verb has been granted 

first position prominence (§ 13.4.1), having no other intervening prepositive word, such as a neg-

ative particle. Waw consecutive may join a succession of two or more sentences in either the per-

fect or imperfect aspect.26 

 Perfect Aspect. If a succession of sentences has the perfect aspect, then the first sentence 

of the group is cast in the perfect aspect, setting the aspect of the group.27 All subsequent sentences 

of the group are idiomatically linked by Waw consecutive with the imperfect,28 which has the 

following structure: 

(a) The verb is granted first position prominence. 

(b) Where phonetically possible, the verb usually is in its short (jussive) form (§ 5.6.6.1). 

(c) Where phonetically possible, the first letter of the verb is doubled with Daggesh Forte. 

(d) Where phonetically possible, the vowel of the Waw is Pathach. 

(e) Where phonetically possible, the accent is placed earlier in the verb. 

ם  ים הָהֵֵ֔ ה  בַיָמִִ֣ ות חָלֵָ֥ קִיָֹ֖הו לָמֵּ֑  חִזְׁ

יא וַיָ  הו בֶן־אָמ֜וֹץ הַנָבִָ֗ יָ  שַעְׁ לָיו יְׁ א אֵֶ֠ ִֹ֣  ב

  ֹ יו כֶֹֽ וַי יֶֶֽה׃ אמֶר אֵלָ֜ חְׁ א תִֶֽ ֵֹ֥ ל ה וְׁ ת אַתָֹ֖ י מֵֵ֥ ך כִָ֛ בֵיתֵֶ֔ ו לְׁ הוָה  צִַ֣ ר יְׁ  ה־אָמִַ֤

יר  וַיַ  יו אֶל־הַקִֵּ֑ ב אֶת־פָנָֹ֖  סֵֵ֥

ר׃ וַיִ   הוָֹ֖ה לֵאמֶֹֽ ל אֶל־יְׁ פַלֵֵ֔  תְׁ

In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. 

And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him 

and said to him, Thus says the LORD: `Set your house in order, for you shall die, and not live.’” 

Then he turned his face toward the wall, 

and prayed to the LORD, . . ., (2 Ki. 20:1-2) 

 

 

25 Waw consecutive fails to meet all the criteria for coordinating conjunctions in that it never occurs in com-

pound phrases, and connects only sentences. On the other hand, it does not seem to subordinate, except that Waw 

consecutive is used at times to join a subordinate clause to the independent clause it modifies, when the independent 

clause follows the dependent clause. This is a non-coordinating use of Waw consecutive. 

26 Waw consecutive is not used to join sentences in the durative aspect (§ 5.6.5.3). Another means is used 

instead. 

27 (GKC § 49a) However, in contexts where the aspect is already well established, the first sentence may 

begin with Waw consecutive. The Waw consecutive with imperfect occurs mostly in historic narrative, but may occur 

in any temporal setting. 

28 Waw consecutive with imperfect occurs 15,031 times in the Hebrew Bible. 
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Imperfect aspect. If a succession of sentences has the imperfect aspect, then the first sen-

tence of the group is cast in the imperfect aspect, setting the aspect of the group.29 All subsequent 

sentences of the group are idiomatically linked by Waw consecutive with the perfect,30 which has 

the following structure: 

(a) The verb is granted first position prominence. 

(b) Where phonetically possible, the verb usually is in its long form (§ 5.6.6.1). 

(c) The first letter of the verb is NOT doubled with Daggesh Forte. 

(d) Where phonetically possible, the vowel of the Waw is Shewa. 

(e) Where phonetically possible, the accent is placed later in the verb. 

           
     

       
Now within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head 

and [logical sequence] 

restore you to your place 

and [logical sequence] 

you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand (Gen. 40:13) 

 (c)  —also—joins a word, phrase, or clause having a similar, though added, thought to a 

word, phrase, or clause of the same rank. 

          
       

If a man could number the dust of the earth, 

your descendants also could be numbered. (Gen. 13:16) 

 (d)  ... —both...and—emphasize the coordinate relationship of the words, phrases, or 

clauses so joined. 
           

Both we and also our fathers (Gen. 47:3) 

 (e)  —also/yea—denotes addition, especially of something greater or new.  

         
They shout for joy, yea they also sing. (Psa. 65:13 [14]) 

             
Indeed I have spoken it; 

I will also bring it to pass. 

 

29 In contexts where the aspect is already well established, the first clause may begin with Waw consecutive. 

The Waw consecutive with perfect occurs mostly in future contexts, but may occur in any temporal setting. 

30 Waw consecutive with perfect occurs 1,937 times in the Hebrew Bible. 
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I have purposed it; I will also do it. (Isa. 46:11) 

9.2.2 Disjunctive Connectors 

 Disjunctive connectors join clauses of equal hierarchy but of contrasting meaning; they 

state that an alternative exists. The following are the principal disjunctives in Hebrew:31  

 (a) ֹו  ;or—joins words, phrases, or clauses expressing mutually exclusive alternatives—אֵ֥

joins words, phrases, or clauses expressing alternate possibilities in an uncertain situation; or joins 

words, phrases, or clauses expressing the same thought in alternate words.  

 Disjunctive words: 

סֶף  יך כֶֹ֖ ית אֲדנֵֶֹ֔ נֹב  מִבִֵ֣ יךְ נִגְׁ אֵָ֗ וֹוְׁ ב׃  אֵ֥  זָהֶָֽ
And how could we steal silver or gold from your lord's house? (Gen. 44:8) 

לִי־עֵץ   וֹ  מִכָל־כְׁ גֶד אִ֣ וֹ  ־עוֹר  אוֹבִֶ֤ ק אִ֣    שֵָ֔

any item of wood or clothing or leather or sackcloth (Lev. 11:32) 

 Disjunctive phrases: 

        
That I may turn to the right hand 

or to the left. (Gen. 24:49) 

 Disjunctive clauses: 

          
            

Is it better that you be a priest to the household of one man, 

or that you be a priest to a tribe and a family in Israel? (Judg. 18:19) 

 (b)  … —either...or—join words, phrases, or clauses expressing mutually exclusive al-

ternatives; or join words, phrases, or clauses expressing alternate possibilities in an uncertain sit-

uation. They function as a pair. Hebrew has no conjunctions expressing neither...nor; instead, it 

uses …  instead.  

 Disjunctive predicates: 

        
Whether it has gored a son 

or gored a daughter (Exod. 21:31) 

  

 

31 Waw conjunctive is frequently used as a disjunctive where the disjunctive sense is clearly evident in the 

context.  
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 Disjunctive clauses: 

       
        

Neither curse them at all, 

nor bless them at all! (Num. 23:25) 

9.2.3 Adversative Connectors 

 Adversative connectors join clauses of equal hierarchy but of opposing or contrary mean-

ing. The following are the principal adversatives in Hebrew:32  

 (a) —but—introduces a clause in opposition to the one preceding it, or expressing a 

contrary thought or one contrary to expectation.  

           
        

The men that were with me did not see the vision; 

but a great terror fell upon them. (Dan. 10:7) 

 (b)  —but—used to join an antithesis to a negative clause.33  

     
             

This one shall not be your heir, 

but one who will come from your own body 

shall be your heir. (Gen. 15:4) 

 (c) אולָם —but—usually occurs with  ְׁו to express some degree of emphasis.  

ל  ית־אֵֵּ֑ וא בֵֶֽ וֹם הַהֹ֖ ם־הַמָקֵ֥ א אֶת־שֵֶֽ רָָ֛  וַיִקְׁ

םוְׁ   ה׃   אולָָ֛ יר לָרִאשנֶָֹֽ וז שֵם־הָעִֹ֖  לֵ֥
And he called the name of that place Bethel;  

but the name of that city had been Luz previously. (Gen. 28:19) 

 (d)  —however—used to join an antithesis to a negative clause.  

ה  נִֵ֣י הָאֲדָמֵָּ֑ ל פְׁ הּ מֵעַֹ֖ י אֹתֵָ֔ תִִ֣ מַדְׁ הִשְׁ  וְׁ

י   פֶס כִֶ֠ ה׃ אֶָ֗ הוֶָֽ ם־יְׁ אֻׁ ב נְׁ ית יַעֲקֹֹ֖ יד אֶת־בֵֵ֥ מִָ֛ יד אַשְׁ מֵֵ֥ א הַשְׁ ִֹ֣  ל
And I will destroy it from the face of the earth;  

However, I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob," Says the LORD. (Amos 9:8) 

 (e)   —except—used to join an antithesis to a negative clause.  

 

 32 Waw conjunctive is frequently used as an adversative where the adversative sense is clearly evident in the 

context.  

33    may also be used as a conditional conjunction; see § 9.3.6. 
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“See now, I have two daughters who have not known a man; 

please, let me bring them out to you, 

and you may do to them as you wish; 

except do nothing to these men, 

since this is the reason they have come under the shadow of my roof.” (Gen. 19:8) 

 (f) תִי   .except—used to join an antithesis to a negative clause—  בִלְׁ

ם   רֵָּ֑ חֳּ ים יֶָֽ חַ לָאֱלֹהִֹ֖ י זבֵֵֹ֥ תִֵ֥ וֹ׃  בִלְׁ בַדֶֽ  לַיהוָֹ֖ה לְׁ

He who sacrifices to any god, except to the LORD only,  

he shall be utterly destroyed (Exod. 22:20) 

 (g) ר לִי אֲשֶֹּ֧   .except that—used to join an antithesis to a negative clause—מִבְׁ

ם   לִבֵָ֔ ן בְׁ ר גִַ֤ם אֶת־הָעלָֹם  נָתִַ֣ י אֲשֶֹּ֧ לִַּ֞ ה מִבְׁ מַעֲשֶָ֛ ם אֶת־הֶַֽ א הָאָדָָ֗ צִָ֣  לאֹ־יִמְׁ

וֹף׃  עַד־סֶֽ אש וְׁ ֵֹ֥ ים מֵר ה הָאֱלֹהִֹ֖  אֲשֶר־עָשֵָ֥

Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work 

that God does from beginning to end. (Eccl. 3:11) 

9.2.4 Comparatives Connectors 

 Comparative conjunctions compare the thought of one word, phrase, or clause with that of 

another word, phrase, or clause of similar kind. The following are the principal comparative con-

junctions in Hebrew:  
 

 (a) (כֵן)…כַאֲשֶר—just as...(so)—this pair of conjunctions compares two clauses on an equal basis. The 

second conjunction may be omitted.  

 

 (b) כֵן... -as...so—this pair of conjunctions compares one word, phrase, or clause with another on a sim— כְׁ 

ilar but not necessarily equal basis.  

 

 (c)  מִן—more than—compares one word, phrase, or clause as superior to another; if the thing compared is 

a universal statement, the conjunction expresses the superlative degree of comparison.  

 Clauses may be compared on the basis of any common element or feature, and they may 

have four different degrees of comparison: (1) equality, (2) similarity, (3) superiority, or (4) the 

superlative. Typical common elements are participants, predicates, attributes, and adverbial mod-

ifiers such as manner, means, cause, reason, purpose, time, place, and so forth. Typical common 
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features are truth, certainty, and figurative representation. The following is a list of various types 

of comparisons that can be made between clauses:  

(1) Two subjects compared with respect to a common predicate.  

(2) Two objects compared with respect to a common subject and verb. 

(3) Two predicates compared with respect to a common subject.  

(4) A statement compared with itself under different circumstances.  

(5) Two subjects and objects compared with respect to a common verb.  

(6) A statement compared with its complement.  

(7) A statement compared with another of the same kind.  

(8) A statement compared with its counter-statement, contradiction, alternative, or adver-

sative.  

(9) A figure of speech compared with its counterpart.  

 Frequently comparative clause pairs of types (1) through (4) are condensed to a single 

clause with a comparative phrase; but the condensing may not be possible in some cases, or may 

purposely be left undone for the sake of emphasis.34 The condensing of types (5) through (9) is 

more difficult and found less often. The following are examples of condensed clause pairs:  

 Comparison of predicate attribute:  

    
One people shall be stronger than the other. (Gen. 25:23) 

[Condensed from “One people shall be strong more than the other 

people shall be strong.] 

          
They were swifter than eagles, 

They were stronger than lions. (2 Sam. 1:23) 

[Condensed from “They were swift more than eagles are swift,” 

and “They were strong more than lions are strong.”] 

 Comparison of predicate complement:  

       
He also loved Rachel more than Leah. (Gen. 29:30) 

[Condensed from “He loved Rachel more than he loved Leah.”] 

         
The king loved Esther more than all the other women. (Est. 2:17) 

  

 

34 The condensing is the result of a deletion transformation as discussed in § 19.4. 
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 Comparison of predicates:  

        
They reverted and behaved more corruptly than their fathers. (Judg. 2:19) 

       
David behaved more wisely than all the servants of Saul. (1 Sam. 18:30) 

 Type 1: Two subjects with a common predicate:  

         
            

       
“As the new heavens and the new earth 

Which I have made shall remain before Me,” says the LORD, 

“So shall your descendants and your name remain.” (Isa. 66:22) 


            
When every male among us is circumcised 

as [comparison of equality] 

they are circumcised. (Gen. 34:22) 

 

Type 2: Two objects compared with respect to a common subject and verb. 

יו׃   י חַיֶָֽ מֵֵ֥ ה כָל־יְׁ ו אֶת־מֹשֶֹ֖ אֵ֥ ר יָרְׁ וֹ כַאֲשֶָ֛ ו אֹתֵ֔ אִ֣ ֶּֽרְׁ וַיִֶֽ  

and they feared him, as they had feared Moses, all the days of his life. (Jos. 4:14) 

 

Type 3: Two predicates compared with respect to a common subject.  

ים  מֹרִֵ֔ תִֶֽ ים וְׁ רובִִ֣ הֵיכָל  כְׁ וֹת הֶַֽ תִ֤ ן אֶל־דַלְׁ ה אֲלֵיהֶ֜ ר וַעֲשויָ  וֹת  כַאֲשֵֶ֥  עֲשויִֹ֖ם לַקִירֵּ֑

Cherubim and palm trees were carved on the doors of the temple 

just as they were carved on the walls. (Ezek. 41:25) 

 

Type 4: A statement compared with itself under different circumstances:  

          
      

Fulfill your work, your daily quota, 

as [comparison of equality] 

when there was straw. (Exod. 5:13) 

[Condensed from “Fulfill your work, your daily quota, 

as you fulfilled your daily work quota when there was straw.”] 

 

Type 5: Two subjects and objects compared with respect to a common verb.  

י כַאֲשֶר    שו לִֵ֔ ן  עִָ֣ ם׃  כֵֹ֖ יתִי לָהֶֶֽ  עָשִֵ֥

"As they did to me, so I have done to them." (Jdg. 15:11) 

 Type 6: A statement is compared with its complement: 
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 Commandment-execution: 

             
        

Two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male and female, 

as God had commanded Noah. (Gen. 7:9) 

        
          

       
We will go three days journey into the wilderness 

and sacrifice to the LORD our God 

as He will command us. (Exod. 8:23) 

 Messenger-message:  

           
I will bring back word to you 

as the LORD speaks to me. (Num. 22:8) 

 Crime-punishment: 

        
As I have done, 

so God has repaid me. (Judg. 1:7) 

 Type 7: A statement is compared with another of the same kind: 

           
     

Just as when a man rises against his neighbor and kills him, 

even so is this matter. (Deut. 22:26) 

Type 8: A statement is compared with its contradiction. The significant thought involved 

in the contradiction must be stated.  

        
     

Nor will I again destroy every living thing 

as I have done. (Gen. 8:21) 

 Type 9: A figure of speech is compared with its counterpart: 

 Metaphor: 
   

As his name is, so is he. (1 Sam. 25:25) 

 Simile: 
       

       
       

As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
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So are My ways higher than your ways, 

And My thoughts than your thoughts. (Isa. 55:9) 

     
        

As the clay is in the potter’s hand, 

so are you in My hand, O house of Israel.  (Jer. 18:6) 

           
        

           
Behold as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, 

As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

So our eyes look to the LORD our God. (Psa. 123:2) 

9.2.5 Juxtaposition 

 Sometimes Hebrew, like English, does not use a conjunction to connect clauses, instead, 

they stand in juxtaposition (side-by-side).35 Clauses in juxtaposition may be regarded as having a 

zero conjunction. Coordinate clauses may stand in juxtaposition whenever the coordinate relation-

ship of the clauses is clearly understood from the sense of the clauses themselves.36 Coordinating 

conjunctions may join more than two words, phrases, clauses, or clause clusters; if so, and the type 

of coordination is the same for all, then all the conjunctions even the last may be omitted. This too 

may be regarded as part of the general principle of the economy of symbols, but Hebrew repeats 

the coordinating conjunctions more often than English does in this circumstance.  

 Juxtaposition of phrases and clauses: 

          
    

     
    

      
     

Alas, sinful nation, 

A people laden with iniquity, 

A brood of evil doers, 

Children who are corrupters! 

They have forsaken the LORD, 

They have provoked to anger 

The Holy One of Israel, 

They have turned away backwards. (Isa. 1:4) 

 

 35 The omission of a conjunction is called asyndeton. 

 36 Juxtaposition may occur with a subordinate clause and the independent clause it modifies when the subor-

dinate clause occurs first. 
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9.3 Subordinating Conjunctions  

 Whenever one clause is dependent upon another, a subordinating conjunction37 introduces 

the dependent clause in order to express the kind of dependency involved. There are at least seven 

principal dependencies employed in Hebrew: (1) temporal, (2) result-consequence, (3) cause-rea-

son, (4) purpose-result, (5) manner-means, (6) conditional, and (7) comparative. Dependent 

clauses function adverbially; they answer the standard adverbial questions.  

9.3.1 Temporal 

 Temporal conjunctions specify some time dependency between the two clauses. The fol-

lowing are the most common temporal conjunctions:  

   —when    —since 
   —until   —after38 

   —after    —after 

   —before   —before 

      —before   —then 

    —until אֲזַי  /  אָז —then39 

 

        
           

But the thing displeased Samuel 

when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” (1 Sam. 8:6) 

9.3.2 Result-Consequence 

 Result-consequence conjunctions specify that one clause is the result or consequence of 

the other which in turn is the cause for the companion clause. These conjunctions appear only 

between an independent clause and its dependent clause. The following are the more common 

result-reason conjunctions: (1) Cause-result conjunctions; (2) Cause-consequence conjunctions; 

and (3) The undesirable result conjunction. 

 —therefore   פֶן—lest 

 

37 The Hebrew word  often functions as a subordinating conjunction, introducing a dependent clause or 

indirect discourse. It often is governed by a preposition to express various nuances of dependency. 

38   sometimes occurs as a conjunction without , Lev. 14:43; Jer. 41:16; Job 42:7; BDB 29-30. 

 usually is classified as an adverb, but it functions as a conjunction. It occurs 141 times in the Hebrew אָז 39

Bible, and אֲזַי occurs 3 times (Psa. 124:3-5). 
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 (1) Cause-result conjunctions answer the question “with what result?” The relationship is 

more one of direct cause and effect than of remote cause and effect. The latter may be regarded 

more as a consequence than as an effect.  

. . .         
        

  They said, “Can God prepare a table in the wilderness...? [cause] 

 Therefore  

  the LORD heard this and was furious.” [result] (Psa. 78:19-21) 

 (2) Cause-consequence conjunctions answer the question “with what consequence?” The 

relationship is more one of indirect or remote cause and effect than of direct cause and effect. The 

latter may be regarded more as a result than as a consequence. 

      
      

         
  You have forsaken Me and served other gods. [cause] 

 Therefore  

  I will deliver you no more. [consequence] (Judg. 10:13) 

 (3) The undesirable consequence conjunction expresses the alternative, or result, answer-

ing the question “why not?” 

          
   

   You shall not eat it, 

   nor shall you touch it, [prohibited cause] 

  lest  

   you die. [undesirable consequence] (Gen. 3:3)  

9.3.3 Reason-Result/Cause-Consequence 

 Reason-result conjunctions specify that one clause is the reason for another clause which 

is the result of the companion clause. Cause-consequence conjunctions specify that one clause is 

the cause of another clause which is the consequence the companion clause.  These conjunctions 

introduce the dependent clause, although the independent clause may appear before the dependent 

clause for the sake of prominence. Note that reason-result conjunctions and cause-consequence 

conjunctions are interrelated; it is not unusual to find them mixed in a statement like “Because . . 

. therefore . . . .” For example: “Because you did not obey the voice of the LORD nor execute His 

fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this thing to you this day” (1 Sam. 28:18). 

The following is a list of the more prominent cause-reason conjunctions:  

    —therefore     —therefore 

     —therefore     —because 
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    —because40   —because 

      —because     —because 

       —because         —because 

       —because        —because 

      —because      —because  

ר     בַר  אֲשִֶ֣ ר    because41— עַל־דְׁ י אֲשִֶ֤ פִָ֗  because42— כְׁ

לִי  לִי  because—   מִבְׁ  because—   עַל־בְׁ

 (1) Reason-result conjunctions answer the question “why, for what reason?” as distin-

guished from a cause. 

       
       

             
  Because  

   you did not obey the voice of the LORD 

   nor execute His fierce wrath upon Amalek, [reason] 

  therefore 

   the LORD has done this thing to you this day. [result] (1 Sam. 28:18) 

           
               

  Achish gave him Ziklag that day. [reason] 

 Therefore  

  Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day. [result] (1 Sam. 27:6)  

      
            

   The LORD has given you the Sabbath; [reason] 

  therefore  

   He gives you on the sixth day bread for two days. [result]  (Exod. 16:29)  

         
        

  Therefore 

   he called that place Beersheba, [result] 

  because  

   the two of them swore an oath there. [reason] (Gen. 21:31) 

 

40   is also used as a conditional conjunction and a speech-introducing conjunction. 

41 Deut. 22:24*2; 23:5; 2 Sam. 13:22. 

42 Mal. 2:9.  
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 (2) Cause-consequence conjunctions answer the question “how, by what cause?” as distin-

guished from grounds or a logical reason.  

      
         

   Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, [consequence] 

  because  

   the LORD descended upon it in fire. [cause] (Exod. 19:18)  

9.3.4 Purpose-Intended Result 

 Purpose-Intended Result conjunctions specify that one clause is the purpose or intended 

result of the other clause. Purpose conjunctions answer the question “why, for what purpose?” The 

following are the most common purpose-result conjunctions:  

 —that, in order that  —that, in order that 

      
       

    Please say you are my sister 

   that [purpose] 

    it may be well with me for your sake. (Gen. 12:13) 

      
      

   You will take these seven ewe lambs from my hand, 

  that [purpose] 

   they may be my witness... (Gen. 21:30) 

9.3.5 Manner-Means 

 Manner-means conjunctions specify that one clause defines the manner or means whereby 

the other clause is accomplished. Manner conjunctions answer the question “how, in what man-

ner?” The following is the common manner-means conjunction:  

 —thus; so 

      
    

        
   Each board had two tenons for binding one to another. 

  Thus [in this manner] 

   he made for all the boards of the Tabernacle. (Exod. 36:22)  

9.3.6 Conditionals 

 Conditional conjunctions specify some logical dependency between two clauses, which 

dependency usually can be expressed by the conjunctions if and then—that is, if Clause-A, then 

Clause-B. The “if clause” (Clause-A) is called the protasis, and the “then clause” (Clause-B) is 
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called the apodosis. The “if clause” (protasis) declares some condition under which the “then 

clause” (apodosis) may be regarded as true. Such a pair of clauses is called a “conditional” sen-

tence. Conditional sentences are part of the language of logical reasoning.43 

          
       

   If  

   he said thus: “The speckled shall be your wages,” 

   then  

   all the flock bore speckled. (Gen. 31:8) 

 The truth or falsity of the apodosis is dependent on the truth or falsity of the protasis. The 

condition (protasis) may be true-to-fact or contrary-to-fact. A true-to-fact condition is one that 

corresponds to reality, referring to what has actually happened or to what could actually happen. 

Whereas, a contrary-to-fact condition is one that does not correspond to reality, referring to what 

has not actually happened or to what could not happen. For example, the condition if the moon 

turns to cheese is a contrary-to-fact condition, because it states a condition that cannot happen. 

Whereas the condition if a man sins is a true-to-fact condition, because it states a condition that 

can and has happened. 

 The truth of the condition (protasis) may have one of several degrees of certainty (proba-

bility). The condition may be regarded by the writer or speaker as certainly true (or false); in this 

circumstance the author or speaker implies that the consequence (apodosis) is certainly true (or 

false). The condition may be regarded as only potentially true (or false), depending on extenuating 

circumstances; in this occasion the writer or speaker implies that the consequence is potentially 

true (or false), depending on the circumstances. The condition may be regarded as only hypothet-

ically true (or false), that is, it could possibly be true (or false), but not likely so; in this situation 

the writer or speaker implies that the consequence is regarded as not likely true (or false). The 

degree of certainty is determined primarily by the aspect and mood of the clauses, not by the con-

junctions.  

 The protasis may express the exclusive condition under which the consequence (apodosis) 

can be true. Likewise, the protasis may express a non-exclusive condition under which the conse-

quence may be true; in this case, the apodosis could be true under other conditions than that ex-

pressed by the protasis. 

 

43 GKC § 159; JM § 167. 
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 The kind of affirmation, that is, whether the condition is regarded as true or false, is indi-

cated by the conjunction used and by the sense of the clauses and their context. The following are 

the prominent conditional conjunctions:44  

 if—introduces the simple condition, whether exclusive or non-exclusive, under—אִם 

which the apodosis could be true.  

 only if—introduces the exclusive condition under which the apodosis could be—רַק אִם 

true. 

 if—introduces a condition under which the apodosis is expected to be true; it is usually—כִי

used in legal codes.45 

 unless—introduces the exclusive negative condition, being the equivalent of if—כִי אִם 

not. It specifies the exclusive condition that would negate the consequence (apod-

osis).46 

  —except—introduces an excepted condition. 

   —except if—introduces an excepted condition. 

 if—introduces a positive contrary-to-fact condition under which the apodosis could—לוּ

be true; but because the condition is contrary-to-fact, the apodosis is regarded as 

false. 

 —if, though—introduces a positive contrary-to-fact condition under which the apodo-

sis could be true; but because the condition is contrary-to-fact, the apodosis is re-

garded as false. 

א  if not—introduces a negative contrary-to-fact protasis. It specifies the exclusive—לוּלֵּ

condition that will negate the independent clause.  

 Conditional conjunctions declare some logical relationship between the protasis and apod-

osis. The relationship may be one of cause-effect, reason-result, or means-result; or it may declare 

that the truth or certainty of the protasis somehow determines the truth or certainty of the apodosis. 

Used rhetorically, the conditional sentence may be almost the equivalent of a comparative.  

 

44 These conjunctions introduce the conditional protasis; the apodosis may be introduced by Waw conjunc-

tive, by Waw consecutive, by גַם, or by juxtaposition; אָז introduces the apodosis for ּלו once (2 Sam. 19:6), for א  לוּלֵּ

twice (2 Sam. 2:27; Psa. 119:92); and אֲזַי introduces the apodosis for א  .times (Psa. 124:3-5) 3  לוּלֵּ

45  Is also used as a cause reason subordinating conjunction and a speech-introducing conjunction. 

  .may also be used as an adversative, context determines the occasion. See there (§ 9.2.3b) כִי אִם 46
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 There are four types of conditional sentences, not taking into account the degrees of cer-

tainty, or the fact that they may be true-to-fact or contrary-to-fact: (a) non-exclusives, (b) exclu-

sives, (c) exceptions, and (d) concessions. 

 9.3.6.1 For the non-exclusive conditional, the protasis is a condition the truth of which 

determines the affirmation or denial of the apodosis, but it is not necessarily the exclusive condi-

tion. However, used rhetorically, a non-exclusive conditional sentence does not imply the possi-

bility of alternative conditions that could cause the consequence to be true (as would be the cir-

cumstance in a purely logical conditional).  

          
       

  If  

he said thus: “The speckled shall be your wages,'”  

then  

all the flocks bore speckled. (Gen. 31:8)  

ם אִם דָֹ֛ א בִסְׁ צֵָ֥ יר ־אֶמְׁ וֹךְ הָעִֵּ֑ תִ֣ ם בְׁ ים צַדִיָקִֹ֖  חֲמִשִֵ֥

ם׃ וְׁ  וֹם בַעֲבורֶָֽ כָל־הַמָקֹ֖ אתִי לְׁ  נָשֵָ֥

If  

I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city,  

then  

I will spare all the place for their sakes. (Gen. 18:26)  

The Lord said that fifty righteous would be sufficient for sparing the city, but actually ten 

was the final number. Any number over ten would have been sufficient. 

ית   נִֵ֤י בָנַי  תָמִֵ֔  אֶת־שְׁ

יך  אִם נו אֵלֵֶּ֑ א אֲבִיאֶֹ֖ ֵֹ֥  ־ל

   You may kill my two sons 

   if 

   I do not bring him back to you. (Gen. 42:37) 

 Reuben expressed his confidence that he would bring Benjamin back to Jacob by stating it 

in the form of a rhetorical contrary-to-expectation conditional sentence. Thus Reuben did not im-

ply that under some other condition Jacob could kill his sons. His rhetorical sentence expressed 

confidence, not doubt.  

           
                  

  “If  

   these ordinances depart from before Me,” says the LORD, 

   “then 

  the seed of Israel shall also cease from being a nation before Me forever. (Jer. 31:36) 
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 The LORD compared the certainty of Israel’s future as a nation with the certainty of the 

laws of nature (vs. 35). He stated it in the form of a rhetorical contrary-to-fact conditional sentence. 

His rhetorical conditional sentence expressed certainty, not the possibility that some other condi-

tion might cause Israel to cease as a nation.  

. . .             
        

  If  

   you can break My covenant with the day  

  and My covenant with the night. . . 

  then 

  My covenant may also be broken with David My servant. (Jer. 33:20-21)  

 The LORD compared the reliability of His covenant with David with the reliability of the 

laws of nature (viewed here as a covenant with day and night). He stated it in the form of a rhetor-

ical contrary-to-fact conditional sentence. His rhetorical conditional sentence expressed reliability, 

not the possibility that some other condition might cause Him to break His covenant with David.  

י ה   כִִ֤ וֵָ֔ י תִקְׁ תִי  יֶש־לִִ֣ רְׁ יש גִַ֣םאָמַ  אִֵ֔ לָה  לְׁ יְׁ גַֹ֖ם  הָיִִ֤יתִי הַלַ  ים׃ וְׁ תִי בָנִֶֽ דְׁ יָלֵַ֥  

ן׀  יש הֲלָהִֵ֣ אִֵּ֑ וֹת לְׁ י הֱיִ֣ תִֹ֖ בִלְׁ נָה לְׁ עָגֵֵ֔ לו הֲלָהֵן  תֵֶֽ דֵָ֔ ר יִגְׁ ד אֲשִֶ֣ נָה עַַ֚ רְׁ שַבֵָ֗ תְׁ  
  If 

    I had said I have hope,  

  And if also  

   I would have had a husband tonight  

  And 

  I would also bear sons, 

  then 
  would you wait for them till they were grown?  

  Would you restrain yourselves from having husbands?  (Ruth 1:12-13) 

 Naomi reasoned with her daughters-in-law concerning the futility of remaining with her if 

they had any hope of marrying again. The compound protasis47 states the contrary-to-fact condi-

tion upon which the daughters would have hope of marrying one of her future sons. The facts are 

against it: she was too old have more sons even in the unlikely possibility that she would remarry. 

The perfect aspect verbs express the certainty of the situation. Juxtaposition links the compound 

apodosis which is expressed as rhetorical questions the answer to which is clearly “No!” 

 9.3.6.2 For the exclusive conditional the protasis is the only condition whereby the apod-

osis may be true.  

 

47 The conditional nuance of the initial conjunction is passed on to the succeeding clauses of the protasis 

without necessary repetition. 
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. . .        
            

   The LORD will greatly bless you in the land . . . 

  only if 

   you carefully obey the voice of the LORD your God. (Deut. 15:4-5) 

            
        

   You shall not fail to have a man sit before me on the throne of Israel, 

  only if 

   your sons take heed to their way... (1 Kgs. 8:25) 

 The exclusive condition whereby David would have a descendant sitting on the throne of 

Israel was that his descendants would carefully obey God’s commandments. This does not contra-

dict the covenant with David discussed in Jer. 33:20-21 above, because Jeremiah indicated that 

Israel’s captives would return and be the recipients of God’s everlasting mercy (vs. 26). 

                 
           

   I will not make the feet of Israel wander anymore  

    from the land which I gave their fathers—  

  only if 

   they are careful to do according to all I command them. (2 Kgs. 21:8) 

 9.3.6.3 For the excepted conditional the protasis is the exclusive condition whereby the 

apodosis may be denied.48  

        
        

      
      

  Unless  

   the LORD builds the house, 

   they labor in vain who build it.  

  Unless 

   the LORD guards the city, 

   the watchman stays awake in vain. (Psa. 127:1) 

       
        

  Unless 

   the LORD had been my help, 

   My soul would soon have settled in silence. (Psa. 94:17)  

  

 

 48 Note that the protasis follows in all these cases. 
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    I will not let You go  

   unless 

    You bless me. (Gen. 32:27)  

. . .        
        

   The person . . . shall not eat the holy offerings 

  unless 

   he washes his body with water. (Lev. 22:6) 

 9.3.6.4 For the concessive conditional it is conceded that the apodosis is true in spite of 

the contrary expectation expressed by the protasis. 

      
      

   Although 

    my house is not so with God, 

   yet 

    He has made with me an everlasting covenant. (2 Sam. 23:5) 

That is, the Lord had made a covenant with David in spite of the unworthiness of his house. 

             
          
Though your sins are like scarlet, 

They shall be as snow; 

Thuogh they are red like crimson, 

They shall be as wool.  (Isa. 1:18) 

That is, the Lord will cleanse Israel’s sins in spite of their extreme severity. 

9.4 Speech Introducing Conjunctions 

 Finally, there are conjunctions that introduce speech, either direct or indirect. The conjunc-

tion  (saying) introduces direct speech, and both   (that) and  (that) introduce indirect 

speech. These conjunctions link the speech into the complement slot of verbs of cognition (say, 

think, etc.) so as to complete the expectation of the flow of thought. The syntactic structure is 

 Ns + V + No → Ns + V +Cd + S 

Where V is a verb of cognition and Cd is one of the above speech introducing conjunctions. 

       
          

       
And God blessed them, saying, 

“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, 

and let birds multiply on the earth.” (Gen. 1:22) 
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This very day the noble ladies of Persia and Media will say 

that they have heard of the behavior of the queen. (Est. 1:18) 

9.5 Practical Value 

 Conjunctions are the key to how clauses are grouped in logical clusters. Some conjunctions 

in a discourse join only two or three simple clauses in a primary cluster, whereas other conjunctions 

join clusters of clauses or clusters of clusters. By analyzing the grouping structure of a discourse 

as reflected in its conjunctions, an expositor can discover the structure of its natural outline. The 

procedures for that kind of analysis are in a discipline of linguistics known as discourse analysis. 

Chapter 20 discusses the syntax of discourse and Chapter 21 discusses discourse analysis This 

concludes the discussion of conjunctions. 

9.6 Summary 

 This chapter discusses Hebrew conjunctions. There are three types of conjunctions: (1) 

coordinating conjunctions, (2) subordinating conjunctions, and (3) speech introducing conjunc-

tions. The following table lists the principle conjunctions of the different types: 

Hebrew Conjunctions 

I. Coordinating Conjunctions 

A. Conjunctive Connectors  

  (Waw conjunctive)—and 

B. Disjunctive Connectors  

 or— אוֹ 

C. Adversative Connectors  

—but   

 —but 

D. Juxtaposition: no conjunction 

II. Subordinating Conjunctions  

A. Temporal  

  when—כַאֲשֶר 

 until—עַד אֲשֶר 

טֶרֶם   before—בְׁ

 before—מִטֶרֶם 

B. Result-Consequence   
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   therefore—לָכֵן 

 lest—פֶן 

C. Cause-Reason 

 therefore—לָכֵן 

 therefore—עַל־כֵן 

 because—כִי

 because—כַאֲשֶר

נֵי אֲשֶר   because—מִפְׁ

 because— עַל אֲשֶר

 because—עַל  כִי

D. Purpose-Result 

מַעַן   that, in order that—לְׁ

 that, in order that—בַעֲבור 

E. Manner-Means 

 thus; so—כֵן 

F. Conditionals 

 if—אִם 

 if—כִי

אִםרַק   —only if 

 unless—כִי אִם 

 if—לוּ

א  if not—לוּלֵּ

G. Comparatives 

 just as...(so)—כַאֲשֶר…(כֵן)

 as...so—כְׁ  ...כֵן

 more than—מִן 

III. Speech Introducing Conjunctions 

 saying—לֵאמֹר 

  that—כִי



Chapter 9 Hebrew Conjunctions  

 

 

257 

 

 that—אֲשֶר

Slots 

 Conjunctions join constituents of equal kind, role, and function, forming a compound con-

stituent of the same kind, role, and function, and occupying the same slot: 

X + C + X 

 where X = N, A, D, V, Q, or S; 

 C includes any kind of conjunction except Waw Consecutive which is limited to  

clauses only: S + Wc + S. 

Syntax Rule 

 X + C + X = X 

 where X = N, A, D, V, Q, or S. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 10 

Hebrew Pronouns 

 In order to reduce unnecessary repetition, when an expression is redundant and non-am-

biguous, the redundant one1 may be deleted or a simpler substitute may replace it.2 The term “sub-

stitute” is used here as the name of a syntactical category for words that stand in place of a redun-

dant constituent in discourse. The most common substitutes are pronouns; they may stand in place 

of a redundant noun or noun phrase. However, other parts of speech have their own substitutes. 

Thus there also are “pro-adverbs” that substitute for adverbs, and “pro-clauses” that substitute for 

clauses. Substitution usually takes place when a constituent is redundant, when deletion is inap-

propriate, and when ambiguity would not result. This chapter lists and discusses pronouns with 

only secondary reference to the transformations that govern their syntax. 

10.1 Pronouns Defined 

 Pronouns belong to that category of substitutes that stand in place of previously defined 

nouns.3 Once a noun referent is introduced into a text, subsequent references to the same referent 

may be made by means of a pronoun when the above syntactic restraints are met. There are three 

classes of pronouns: personal pronouns (R), demonstrative pronouns (Rd), and interrogative pro-

nouns (Ri).4  

 

1 Here it is understood that redundant constituents have the same referent or meaning. 

2 The deletion and substitution transformations are discussed in § 19.4 and 19.5 where clauses are linked 

together into discourse. However, in reality, deletion and substitution may be done whenever redundancy is encoun-

tered in the composition process. 

3 Throughout this section, the term "noun" also applies to a noun phrase.  

4 One might think that a fourth class should be the relative pronoun   or its equivalent. However, even 

though I sometimes refer to   as a relative pronoun, it actually functions as a conjunctive particle that links a de-

pendent clause to the part of speech it modifies. This is discussed further in § 14.3.3. 



Chapter 10 Hebrew Pronouns  

 

 

259 

 

10.2 Personal Pronouns 

 Personal pronouns consist of a small set of words that may stand in place of redundant5 

nouns. The particular pronoun used in a given situation is determined by the number, gender, per-

son, and case of the noun in whose place it is to stand. There is a sense in which the set of personal 

pronouns may be regarded as the inflected forms of a single word6 that inflects for number, gender, 

person, case, negation,7 and that is always determinate. Table 10.1 provides the most common 

forms of the personal pronouns. 

 Nominative pronouns always stand as independent words. A genitive pronoun is always 

attached as a suffix to the word that governs it. An accusative pronoun may stand either as an 

independent word or be attached as a suffix to the verb that governs it; the choice seems to be 

determined by style and not by any syntactic rule. The Pronoun Substitution Transformation has 

the form  
 

 N → R 
 

where N = a noun (phrase) and R = the corresponding pronoun in agreement with N for number, 

gender, case, and person (see § 2.3.4). 

 

  

 

5 A noun is redundant if it already has been introduced into the text, and has the same referent as the previous 

instance. Pronoun substitution usually occurs to relieve such redundancy unless the substitution would result in ambi-

guity. Substitution may even occur for the first instance when the referent is well known and understood in the con-

text—see Psa. 114:2 where the antecedent of "his" must be God and not Israel. 

6 Of course, each pronoun now has its own spelling, although one can see traces of a common parent word, 

at least in the first and second person forms. 

7 Of the 4,964 instances of an independent nominative personal pronoun, 71 are negated with ֹ64 ,לא of which 

are in questions; four are negated by אֵין (2 Sam. 17:6; Neh. 4:17*2; Job 33:33). Of the 1,712 instances of independent 

accusative personal pronouns, four are negated by  .Gen) אֵין and four by ,(Sam. 8:7; 20:9; Isa. 43:22; Jer. 7:19 1)  לאֹ  

40:8; 41:15; Jer. 10:5; Hag. 2:17). 
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Table 10.1 
Inflection of Personal Pronouns 

Person Gender Number Nominative Genitive Accusative Accusative 

     Independent Suffixed 

1 c s י אֲנִי ִִ  נִי אֹתִי 

   נִי אָנֹכִי   

2 m s ך ך אַתָה  ך אֹתְׁ

2 f s  ְׁךְ אַת ִֵ ךְ אֹתָךְ  ִֵ  

3 m s הו  אֹתוֹ וֹ הוא 

 וֹ  הו     

ו     ִׇ  נו   

3 f s 
 הׇ  אֹתָהּ  הׇ  הִיא8

הּ      ִׇ הּ    ִׇ  

 נׇ       

1 c p נו  נו  אֹתָנו נו  אֲנִַ֣חְׁ

נו         נִַ֣חְׁ

   
    אֲנו9

2 m p  כֶם כֶם אַתֶם  כֶם אֶתְׁ

2 f p כֶן כֶן אַתֵן  כֶן אֶתְׁ

נָה        אַתִֵ֣

3 m p ם  הֵם ִׇ ם  אֹתָם   ִׇ  

    הֵמָה   

3 f p  ן הֵנָה ִׇ ן אֹתָן  ִׇ  

    הֵן   

 

8 Sometimes הִיא appears in the Qere הִוא (i.e., Gen. 20:5). 

9 The form אֲנו occurs as the Kethib once in Jer. 42:6 where the Qere is נו  .אֲנַחְׁ
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 The substitution process is illustrated by the following examples. The first example illus-

trates the text before substitution takes place—that is, the text is wholly redundant.10 The redundant 

words that have been deleted or replaced by a pronoun are marked with a strike-through line. The 

second example illustrates the same text after deletion and pronoun substitutions have taken place. 

The latter is the form of the text that actually occurs in the Bible. 

  11        
                       N6                  J5  P4      N3                     N2           V1    W 

 12 13 14 
         N12                    N11             V10         N9              J8    P7 

    15 16     
                      N20        W19        N18                     N17           V16        N15 W14  N13 

So God created man in the image of God;  

in the image of God, God created man;  

male and female God created man and woman. (Gen. 1:27) 
 

          
           R6   J5  P4       N3 . . . .etc. 

      
                       R12       V10         N9         J8    P7 

       
                                             R18        V16        N15 W14  N13 

So God created man in His own image;  

in the image of God He created him;  

male and female He created them. (Gen. 1:27) 

10.2.1 Nominative Pronouns  

The statistics for the nominative pronouns are provided in Table 10.2.17  

 

 

10 The example is the hypothetical text generated by a text grammar before deletion and substitution trans-

formations take place. In this example, the accentuation is not wholly reliable because the original text was modified 

to create the example. 

11 This redundant 3ms genitive noun     is replaced by the 3rd person, 3ms genitive pronoun . 

12 This redundant 3ms accusative noun      is replaced by the 3rd person, 3ms accusative pronoun . 

13 This redundant 3ms nominative noun     is deleted. Its identity is retained in the virtual 3rd person, 3ms 

nominative pronoun implicit in the 3ms conjugate form of the verb  . 

14 This redundant 3ms genitive noun     is retained for stylistic reasons. 

15 This compound 3mp accusative noun phrase            is replaced by the 3mp accusative pronoun 

  . Although the word     has no preceding occurrence in the text, it is anticipated by the preceding fs adjective 

 —the author expected his audience to know the obvious connection. 

16 This redundant 3ms nominative noun     is deleted. Its identity is retained in the virtual 3ms nominative 

pronoun implicit in the 3ms conjugate form of the verb  . 

17 The statistics of the alternate forms are included with those of the standard forms. 
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Table 10.2 
Nominative Pronoun Frequency 

  Singular   Plural 

נו  874 אֲנִי   120 אֲנִַ֣חְׁ

נו  359 אָנֹכִי   618 נִַ֣חְׁ

 283 אַתֶם 74419 אַתָה 

 120 אַתֵן 60 אַתְׁ  

נָה      421 אַתִֵ֣

 19823 הֵם  94022 הוא 

מָה      24924 הִֵ֣

נָה  339 הִיא   3325 הִֵ֣

When the subject of a verb is redundant, the redundant subject is usually deleted because 

the conjugate form of the verb identifies the number, gender, and person of its subject and thus has 

a virtual subject pronoun implicit in the conjugate form of the verb.26 However, pronoun substitu-

tion occurs under the following conditions: 

 (1) In verbless clauses—that is, clauses in which the copulative verb   or its equivalent 

has been elided.27 In such instances no virtual subject pronoun exists, so substitution is necessary. 

 

18 Gen. 42:11; Exod. 16:7; 16:8; Num. 32:32; 2 Sam. 17:12; Lam. 3:42. 

19 This includes two instances where the text reads   which, according to the context, it should read    
(Num. 11:15; Ezek. 28:14). 

20 Ezek. 34:31. 

21 Gen. 31:6; Ezek. 13:11; 13:20; 34:17. 

22 For the third person pronouns, the statistics do not include the instances where the pronoun is used as a 

demonstrative pronoun or as a substitute for the copulative verb. 

 .occurs as a genitive governed by a preposition 5 times: 2 Sam. 24:3*2; 2 Kgs. 9:18; 2 Chr. 9:11; Neh הֵם 23

7:3 

מָה 24  ;occurs as a genitive governed by a preposition 6 times: Exod. 30:4; 36:1; Eccl. 12:12; Jer. 10:2 הִֵ֣

14:16; Hab. 1:16. 

נָה 25  occurs as a genitive governed by a preposition 16 times: Gen. 41:19; Lev. 4:2; 5:22; Num. 13:19; 2 הִֵ֣

Sam. 12:8*2; Job 23:14; Psa. 34:21; Jer. 5:6; 5:17; Ezek. 1:5; 1:23*2; 42:5; 42:9; Zech. 5:9. 

26 See Gen. 1:27 above for an example of deletion. Deletion does not occur when it would result in ambiguity, 

or when the author chooses to retain the subject noun for stylistic purposes or to encode emphasis. 

27 Elision usually occurs when the copulative verb would have the tense and aspect current in the context. 
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the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him,  

“I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless.” (Gen. 17:1) 
 

              
Then he said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He said, “I am.”28 (Gen. 27:24) 

 

            
And He said, “Who told you that you were naked?” (Gen. 3:11) 

 

              
          

So the LORD God said to the serpent:  

“Because you have done this,  

You are cursed more than all cattle,  

And more than every beast of the field” (Gen. 3:14) 
 

        
For dust you are,  

And to dust you shall return.” (Gen. 3:19) 
 

            
          

“Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are— 

[lit. from the place which you are there] 

northward, southward, eastward, and westward” (Gen. 13:14) 

             
The name of the first is Pishon;  

it is the one that skirts the whole land of Havilah (Gen. 2:11) 

 In some copulative clauses, the third person pronoun could be regarded as a substitute for 

the copulative. However, in nearly all cases, the pronoun may be regarded as the subject of a 

verbless clause, just as it is when one finds first and second person pronouns in such potential 

constructions. There are a few exceptions: 
 

             
        

Then David said, “This is the house of the LORD God,  

and this is the altar of burnt offering for Israel.” (1 Chr. 22:1) 
 

             
                
So King Ahasuerus answered and said to Queen Esther,  

“Who is he, and where is he,  

who would dare presume in his heart to do such a thing?” (Est. 7:5) 

 

28 In the second verbless clause, both the verb and the predicate nominative are deleted. 
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And I set my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly.  

I perceived that this also is grasping for the wind. (Eccl. 1:17) 

 (2) In clauses where the verb is a participle, particularly when the subject is first or second 

person.29 
             

And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth (Gen. 6:17) 


        
God is with you in all that you do. (Gen. 21:22) 

 

              
      

They also took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, and his goods, and departed.  

Now he dwelt in Sodom. (Gen.. 14:12) 

          
          

Then the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre,  

as he was sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day. (Gen. 18:1) 

 Of course, in the instance where the subject is redundant in successive clauses having par-

ticiples as verbs, the redundant subject may be deleted after the first pronoun substitution. 

        
          

           
      

Now while I was speaking, praying,  

and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel,  

and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God  

for the holy mountain of my God (Dan. 9:20). 

 (3) In a text where a noun with a different referent intervenes between the current noun and 

its antecedent, but where ambiguity would not result if substitution took place.30 

 

 

29 The nominative pronoun is needed whenever the personal attribute of the subject must be identified. If the 

personal attribute is clear, having been previously identified and with no intervening ambiguity having been intro-

duced, then deletion may occur. 

30 Ambiguity occurs when the current noun and the intervening noun both have the same number, gender, 

and person, and both could logically be the subject of the current verb. 
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 31       
 32     

        
So God created man in His own image;  

in the image of God He created him;  

male and female He created them. (Gen. 1:27) 

 (4) In a text where the author intended some type of emphasis or highlighting of the pro-

noun. 
          

lest you should say, “I (!) have made Abram rich” (Gen. 14:23) 

          
Now therefore, come, let us make a covenant, you and I” (Gen. 31:44) 

           

        
            

And I will put enmity  

Between you and the woman,  

And between your seed and her Seed;  

He shall bruise your head,  

And you shall bruise His heel.” (Gen. 3:15) 

            
Abel even he brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. (Gen. 4:4) 

               
And Adah bore Jabal.  

He was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. (Gen. 4:20) 

(6) Occasionally one finds a nominative pronoun where an accusative is expected. 
 

             
and said to his father, “Bless me—me also, O my father!” (Gen. 27:34) 

 The independent nominative pronouns have no strong affinity to any hierarchy of accent. 

Of the 4,440 instances, 1,811 have a conjunctive accent, 1,622 have a near disjunctive and 1,004 

have a remote disjunctive. 

 

 

31 Here, the antecedent of "his" is clearly "God" and not "man" because the alternative is a tautology. The 

next clause resolves any possible ambiguity. 

32 Here the antecedent of "him" is clearly "man" and not "God" because the alternative is logically impossible. 
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10.2.2 Genitive Pronouns  

The statistics for the genitive pronoun suffixes are provided in Table 10.3. Unless deletion oc-

curs,33 or the author retained a redundant noun for stylistic purposes, pronoun substitution occurs 

for redundant genitive nouns.  

Table 10.3 

Suffixed Genitive Pronoun Frequency 

 Nouns Adj Adv Interrog.34 Interj.35 Number Prep. 

1cs 4,117 26 11 0 181 0 1,968 

1cp 779 2 7 0 5 3 527 

2ms 4,199 32 12 1 15 2 1,357 

2fs 727 3 5 0 8 1 591 

2mp 1,288 7 9 0 3 2 905 

2fp 16 0 0 0 0 0 2 

3ms 7,655 54 43 5 9 18 3,187 

3fs 1,555 15 12 0 0 0 868 

3mp 3,146 15 11 2 37 79 1,868 

3fp 128 0 0 0 0 6 62 

The following are examples of genitive pronouns suffixed to nouns together with a few examples 

of them attached to prepositions and negative particles: 

              
            

And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones  

And flesh of my flesh;  

She shall be called Woman,  

Because she was taken out of Man.” (Gen. 2:23) 

              
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image,  

according to Our likeness” (Gen. 1:26) 

                   
           

“For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened,  

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Gen. 3:5) 

 

 

33 Few occasions exist that tolerate deletion of nouns in the genitive case. 

34 The only interrogative that governs a pronoun suffix is    "where"—Exod. 2:20; 2 Kgs. 19:13; Job 14:10; 

20:7; Isa. 19:12; Mic. 7:10; Nah. 3:17. 

35   once (Eccl. 4:10);   once (Prov. 29:18);   6 times (Deut. 33:29; Psa. 128:2; Prov. 14:21; 16:20; 

Eccl. 10:17; Isa. 32:20); and   251 times. 
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To the woman He said:  

 “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception;  

In pain you shall bring forth children;  

Your desire shall be for your husband,  

And he shall rule over you.” (Gen. 3:16)36 

          
       

    37  
          

“Now therefore, restore the man’s wife; for he is a prophet,  

and he will pray for you and you shall live.  

But if you do not restore her,  

know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.” (Gen. 20:7) 

           
        

       
         

       
So God created great sea creatures  

and every living thing that moves,  

with which the waters abounded, according to their kind,  

and every winged bird according to its kind.  

And God saw that it was good. (Gen. 1:21) 

 

 38           
         

So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden,  

and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.” (Gen. 3:10) 

  

 

36 This example has three pronoun suffixes—one, a 2mp genitive pronoun attached to the infinitive construct 

  , a 2mp genitive pronoun attached to the 3mp construct noun  "eyes," and a 3ms genitive pronoun attached to 

the preposition . The first is an example of a subjective genitive. 

37 A clause whose verb is a participle is negated by the particle   and that particle carries the subject pronoun 

as a suffix. 

38 3fp genitive pronoun suffixed to the preposition . 
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 39  40        
           

Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat.  

And the LORD respected Abel and his offering (Gen. 4:4) 

 The particles   and   may govern a subject pronoun suffix. When a clause is governed 

by one of these particles, and the subject is replaced by a pronoun, the pronoun attaches as a suffix 

to the particle. 

                
Even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. (Isa. 1:15) 

              
Then Jeremiah said, “False! I am not defecting to the Chaldeans.” (Jer. 37:14) 

              
 “Yet, for all that, you did not believe the LORD your God” (Deut. 1:32) 

                
 “Now if you will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me.” (Gen. 24:49) 

              
“though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die.” (1 Sam. 14:39) 

 Personal pronouns are also used to mark the personal attribute of a noun, particularly when 

that attribute is not previously defined in the text.41 When so used the pronoun usually precedes 

the noun it modifies. 

Examples where the noun is nominative: 

          
              

“Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them:  

‘You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.’” (Lev. 19:2) 

             
           

               
        

Go immediately to King David and say to him,  

“Did not you, my lord, O king, swear to your maidservant, saying,  

‘Assuredly your son Solomon shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne’?  

Why then has Adonijah become king?” (1 Kgs. 1:13) 

 

 

39 3fp genitive pronoun suffixed to the construct noun   "fat." 

40 3ms genitive pronoun suffixed to the construct noun   "flock." 

41 The attribute is understood to be third person unless otherwise indicated. 
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I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. (Eccl. 1:12) 

             
 “I, wisdom, dwell with prudence,  

And find out knowledge and discretion.” (Prov. 8:12) 

 Examples where the noun is genitive:42 

          
         

But he himself turned back from the stone images that were at Gilgal,  

and said, “I have a secret message for you, O king.” (Judg. 3:19) 

        
Woe to you, Moab!  

You have perished, O people of Chemosh! (Num. 21:29) 

                
Now men were lying in wait, staying with her in the room.  

And she said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” (Judg. 16:9) 

         
        

           
       

Then the Spirit came upon Amasai, chief of the captains, and he said:  

  “We are yours, O David;  

We are on your side, O son of Jesse!  

Peace, peace to you,  

And peace to your helpers!  

For your God helps you.” (1 Chr. 12:19; Eng. vs. 18)  

         
           

“Your right hand, O LORD, has become glorious in power;  

Your right hand, O LORD, has dashed the enemy in pieces. (Exod. 15:6) 

             
Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the Gentiles,  

And sing praises to Your name. (2 Sam. 22:50) 

               
                 

And he received the gold from their hand,  

and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a molded calf.  

Then they said, “This is your god, O Israel,  

that brought you out of the land of Egypt!” (Exod. 32:4) 

 

 

42 Note that the pronoun carries the genitive attribute and is suffixed to the noun that governs the genitive 

phrase. 
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 Examples where the noun is accusative: 

          
I will love You, O LORD, my strength. (Psa. 18:2; Eng. vs.1) 

              
            

Let not those who wait for You, O Lord GOD of hosts,  

be ashamed because of me;  

Let not those who seek You, O God of Israel,  

be confounded because of me. (Psa. 69:7; Eng. 6)
43

  

 Within a relative clause, a pronoun may appear to be resumptive. Actually, such pronouns 

are no different than they would be in any other clause. They stand in place of redundant nouns. 

Often, when a redundant noun is the subject or object in the relative clause, deletion takes place. 

Subject and object pronouns are retained primarily for emphasis or highlighting or for retaining 

grammatical attributes that would be lost by elision. However, in the event of a redundant genitive 

noun, deletion is rare, and pronoun substitution is required.  

  44         
And he did not know what he had except for the bread that he ate. (Gen. 39:6) 

           45   
But the man who is clean and is not on a journey,  

and ceases to keep the Passover (Num. 9:13) 

     46        
Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did. (Gen. 6:22) 

   47      
“Where are the men who came to you tonight?” (Gen. 19:5) 

10.2.3 Accusative Pronouns  

The frequency distribution of the independent accusative pronouns is provided in Table 10.4, and 

of the accusative pronouns suffixed to finite verbs in Table 10.5a, and of those suffixed to 

 

43 Note that the accusative pronoun is suffixed to the verb. 

44 The pronoun   is retained to preserve the personal attribute of the subject. 

45 Again, the pronoun   is retained to preserve the personal attribute of the subject, but is left untranslated 

in English. 

46 The accusative pronoun  could have been elided. Perhaps it emphasizes that Noah obeyed the Lord in 

contrast to the disobedience of the general population. 

47 The genitive pronoun suffixed to the preposition   is required. Elision is not permitted in such cases. 
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participles in Table 10.5b. Although the case of pronouns suffixed to infinitives construct is am-

biguous, Table 10.5c lists their frequency distribution. 

 

Table 10.4 
Frequency of Independent Accusative Pronoun  

  Singular   Plural 

 34 אֹתָנו 130 אֹתִי 

ך  כֶם  67 אֹתְׁ  301 אֶתְׁ

כֶן 27 אֹתָךְ   0 אֶתְׁ

 475 אֹתָם 490 אֹתוֹ 

 17 אֹתָן 171 אֹתָהּ  

 

Table 10.5a 
Frequency of Accusative Pronouns Suffixed to Finite Verbs  

  Singular   Plural 

 1cs 921 1cp 201 

 2ms 677 2mp 7 

 2fs 106 2fp 0 

 3ms 1,322 3mp 987 

 3fs 484 3fp 5 

 

Table 10.5b 
Frequency of Accusative Pronouns Suffixed to Participles  

  Singular   Plural 

 1cs 189 1cp 33 

 2ms 192 2mp 44 

 2fs 69 2fp 0 

 3ms 196 3mp 147 

 3fs 66 3fp 4 

 Unless deletion occurs, or the author retained a redundant noun for stylistic purposes, pro-

noun substitution occurs for redundant accusative nouns. 

          
      

        
So God created man in His own image;  

in the image of God He created him;  

male and female He created them. (Gen. 1:27) 
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God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth (Gen. 1:17) 

Table 10.5c 
Frequency of Accusative Pronouns Suffixed to Infinitives 

  Singular   Plural 

 1cs 223 1cp 39 

 2ms 203 2mp 80 

 2fs 24 2fp 1 

 3ms 485 3mp 286 

 3fs 132 3fp 10 

                 
                  

“Surely You have driven me out this day from the face of the ground;  

I shall be hidden from Your face;  

I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth,  

and it will happen that anyone who finds me will kill me.” (Gen. 4:14)  

The above example contains an independent accusative pronoun and two suffixed accusative pro-

nouns—one governed by a participle and one by a finite verb. 

       
            

         
Then Joseph said to the people,  

“Indeed I have bought you and your land this day for Pharaoh.  

Look, here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land.” (Gen. 47:23)48 

 

The independent accusative pronoun is rarely negated, but it is negated with ֹלא   four 

times,49 and with  אֵין  twice.50 The accusative pronouns have an affinity to disjunctive accents: of 

the 1,712 instances, 163 have a conjunctive accent, 886 have a near disjunctive, and 663 have a 

remote disjunctive. 

 

48 This example contains an independent 2mp accusative pronoun, and two genitive pronouns—one suffixed 

to the noun    , and one to the preposition . 

49 1 Sam. 8:7; 20:9; Isa. 43:22; Jer. 7:19. 

50 Jer. 10:5; Hag. 2:17. In the other apparent instances, the אֵין is a negative copulative in a predicate nomina-

tive clause: Gen. 40:8 and 41:15. 
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10.3 Demonstrative Pronouns 

 Demonstrative pronouns are distinguished from personal pronouns in that they lack the 

person attribute, and they carry an adverbial nuance—near or remote.51 Likewise, they always 

stand as independent words, and function either as a predicate52 demonstrative or an attributive 

demonstrative. Table 10.6 lists the predicate demonstrative pronouns, and Table 10.7 the attribu-

tive demonstratives. The statistics for the demonstratives are provided in Table 10.8.  

Table 10.6 
Predicate Demonstrative Pronouns 

     Near   Remote 

 Masc. Sing.  זֶה   

 Fem. Sing.  ,  ,     

 Com. Plur. לֶה  ,אִֵ֣

 Masc. Plur.  , מָה הִֵ֣

 Fem. Plur.  נָה ,הִֵ֣

Table 10.7 
Attributive Demonstrative Pronouns53 

     Near   Remote 

 Masc. Sing.   הַזֶה     

  הַלָז     

 Fem. Sing.  ,     

      

 Com. Plur. ,  

 Masc. Plur.  ,מָה  הִֵ֣

 Fem. Plur.   , 

 

51 Gesenius indicates that a near demonstrative “almost always points out a (new) person or thing present,” 

whereas a remote demonstrative "refers to a person or thing already mentioned or known." (GKC § 136a).  

52 The traditional term "predicate demonstrative" is probably misleading because such demonstratives replace 

nouns that are in the nominative case. This is made evident by the use of the third person nominative personal pronoun 

for the remote predicate demonstrative, and also by the fact that a "predicate demonstrative" functions as the subject 

of a verb, or as the subject of a copulative clause, but never as the predicate complement of a transitive verb. 

53 Normally the attributive demonstrative pronoun has a redundant definite article. However, occasionally 

the definite article is lacking. See Gen. 19:33; 30:16; 32:23; Exod. 12:30; 1 Sam. 19:10; Psa. 149:9; Mich. 7:12. 

54 Ezek. 36:35. 
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Table 10.8 
 Demonstrative Pronoun Frequency 

    Predicate   Attributive 

Near 

Masc. Sing.   ה  794 זֶה  969 הַזֶֶֽ

      255 

      756 

Fem. Sing.   333   275 

    1157    158 

    2   0 

Com. Plur.  לֶה  לֶה  471 אִֵ֣  275 הָאִֵ֣

   160  8 

    Predicate   Attributive 

Remote61 

Masc. Sing     312 

Fem. Sing.     126 

Masc. Plur.    51 

     762 

Fem. Plur.     163 

 

55 Gen. 24:65; 37:19. 

56 Judg. 6:20; 1 Sam. 14:1; 17:26; 2 Kgs. 4:25; 23:17; Dan. 8:16; Zech. 2:8. 

57 Spelled  ֹזו  twice: Psa. 132:12; Hos. 7:16. Some regard the one in Psa. 132:12 as a relative pronoun, but that 

is not necessary. 

58 Ezek. 36:35. 

59 Psa. 132:12; Hos. 7:16.  

60 1 Chr. 20:8. 

61 Van der Merwe (§ 36.2) affirms that the remote demonstrative pronouns are not used as a predicate.  

62 2 Kgs.18:14; Jer. 3:16; 14:15; 50:4; Joel 4:1; Zech. 8:23; 14:15. 

63 1 Sam. 17:28. 
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10.3.1 Predicate Demonstratives 

 Unlike a personal pronoun, which nearly always has a previously defined antecedent, a 

predicate demonstrative pronoun may also anticipate its antecedent.  

     
This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. (Gen. 5:1) 

    
These are the generations of Noah (Gen. 6:9) 

            
             
And these were the names of the sons of Ishmael,  

by their names, according to their generations:  

The firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth;  

then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam . . . (Gen. 25:13) 

 However, the antecedent of a predicate demonstrative may be previously defined: 

            
All these joined together in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). (Gen. 14:3) 

       
              

        
And he called his name Noah, saying,  

“This one will comfort us concerning our work and the toil of our hands,  

because of the ground which the LORD has cursed.” (Gen. 5:29) 

          
         

          
         

So the LORD God said to the serpent:  

“Because you have done this,  

You are cursed more than all cattle,  

And more than every beast of the field;  

On your belly you shall go,  

And you shall eat dust  

All the days of your life.” (Gen. 3:14) 

              
            

And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones  

And flesh of my flesh;  

She shall be called Woman,  

Because she was taken out of Man.” (Gen. 2:23) 

The third person personal pronouns function as the remote demonstratives, and when serving as a 

“predicate demonstrative” they could be translated as simple pronouns.  
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Also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men  

and they bore children to them.  

Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown. (Gen. 6:4) 

        
             

But the person who does anything presumptuously,  

whether he is native-born or a stranger,  

that one brings reproach on the LORD (Num. 15:30) 

Like the independent nominative pronouns, the predicate demonstrative pronouns have no strong 

affinity to any hierarchy of accent. Of the 1,289 instances, 430 have a conjunctive accent, 520 have 

a near disjunctive, and 339 have a remote disjunctive. 

10.3.2 Attributive Demonstratives 

 On the other hand, the attributive demonstratives do not replace redundant nouns, and so 

have no antecedents. Thus they are not actually pronouns. They function more like an emphatic 

definite article. They can modify only determinate nouns to begin with, so one would think they 

were unnecessary, unless they were needed to add emphasis and the adverbial nuance of “near” or 

“remote.” 

             
             

Then the LORD said to Noah,  

“Come into the ark, you and all your household,  

because I have seen that you are righteous  

before Me in this generation.” (Gen. 7:1) 

                
Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said,  

“To your descendants I will give this land.” (Gen. 12:7) 

               
              

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying,  

“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” (Gen. 15:1) 

         
        

Therefore he called that place Beersheba,  

because the two of them swore an oath there. (Gen. 21:31) 

        
      

          
At that time, the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives for yourself,  

and circumcise the sons of Israel again the second time.” (Josh. 5:2) 



Chapter 10 Hebrew Pronouns  

 

 

277 

 

 In a few instances, an attributive demonstrative precedes the noun it modifies, without a 

definite article. 
          

           
That Ezra came up from Babylon; and he was a skilled scribe in the Law of Moses,  

which the LORD God of Israel had given. (Ezr. 7:6) 

         
            

The mountains gushed before the LORD,  

This Sinai, before the LORD God of Israel. (Judg. 5:5)64 

              
              

        
“Come, make us gods that shall go before us;  

for as for this man Moses who brought us up out of the land of Egypt,  

we do not know what has become of him.” (Exod. 32:1) 

         
          

Then Abner looked behind him and said,  

“Are you this Asahel?” He answered, “I am.” (2 Sam. 2:20) 

 In a noun phrase, an attributive demonstrative usually follows an attributive adjective,65 but 

precedes an appositive: 

              
Then Moses said, “I will now turn aside and see this great sight.” (Exod. 3:3) 

              
“Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the Day of Atonement.”  

(Lev. 23:27) 

          
Yet no one remembered that same poor man. (Eccl. 9:15) 

  66   67       
So the men of Israel said,  

“Have you seen this man who has come up?” (1 Sam.17:25) 

 

 

64 See also Psa. 68:8. 

65 For a few exceptions, see 2 Chr. 1:10; Jer. 13:10; 33:12; Hag. 2:9; Esth. 9:29. 

66 This Qal active participle functions adjectivally here. 

67 Note the rare instance of  with Daggesh forte! 
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   68        
“Is this man Coniah a despised, broken idol?” (Jer. 22:28) 

 Unlike the predicate demonstrative pronouns, the attributive demonstratives have an affin-

ity for disjunctive accents, particularly for the remotes. Of the 1,749 instances, 49 have a conjunc-

tive accent, 567 have a near disjunctive, and 1,133 have a remote disjunctive. This affinity is ex-

pected because the attributive demonstratives occur mainly at the end of phrases. 

10.4 Interrogative Pronouns 

 Interrogative pronouns are those used in questions; they stand in place of the unknown 

element of a question or serve in auxiliary roles. The personal interrogative pronoun is   and the 

impersonal pronoun is  .69 These pronouns have common person, gender, and number, and nearly 

always are the first word of a sentence. The pronoun may stand in place of any noun constituent 

of a sentence; but if the constituent is governed by a preposition or a construct noun, the governing 

word remains with the pronoun. 

Examples where the interrogative  pronoun is the subject: 

         
Who told you that you were naked? (Gen. 3:11) 

           
Who is this man walking in the field to meet us? (Gen. 24:64) 

     
What is my trespass? What is my sin? (Gen. 31:36) 

      
What is this dream that you have dreamed? (Gen. 37:10) 

Examples where the interrogative pronoun is the object: 

         
Whom have I cheated? Whom have I oppressed? (1 Sam. 12:3) 

   
What will You give me? (Gen. 15:2) 

Examples where the interrogative pronoun is the genitive of a construct noun: 

        
Whose daughter are you? Tell me, please! (Gen. 24:23) 

 

68 The demonstrative precedes the appositive in this example. 

69  is usually attached to the following word by means of Maqqeph, and the first letter of the following 

word received Daggesh forte. The word is usually vocalized as  before gutturals. 
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And whatever He shows me I will tell you. (Num. 23:3) 

     
So what wisdom do they have? (Jer. 8:9) 

Examples where the interrogative pronoun is the object of a preposition: 

             
To whom do you belong, and where are you going? 

Whose are these in front of you? (Gen. 32:18) 

   
What will he sleep in? (Exod. 22:26) 

                
For with what could he reconcile himself to his master,  

if not with the heads of these men? (1 Sam. 29:4) 

            
In what do you trust, that you remain under siege in Jerusalem? (2 Chr. 32:10) 

The interrogative , when governed by a preposition, often expresses the equivalent of an inter-

rogative adverb when translated into English. 

       
How shall I know that I will inherit it? (Gen. 15:8) 

 

           
Why have you struck your donkey these three times? (Num. 22:32) 

 

      
How long until Asshur carries you away captive? (Num. 24:22) 

 

       
How long have I to live? (2 Sam. 19:35) 

 

            
Why does the LORD our God do all these things to us? (Jer. 5:19) 

 These interrogative pronouns are similarly used in indirect questions. 

              
And Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing.” (Gen. 21:26) 

              
We do not know who put our money in our sacks. Gen. (43:22) 

         
Look, my master does not know what is with me in the house. (Gen. 39:8) 

 The word  also functions as an exclamatory particle. 

      
How awesome is this place! (Gen. 28:17) 
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Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. (Psa. 119:97) 

      
How precious is Your loving kindness, O God! (Psa. 36:8; vs. 7 Eng.) 

                 
And Joshua said, “Oh, how have you troubled us!  

The LORD will trouble you this day.” (Josh. 7:25) 

The word    also is used with the word    idiomatically to express the emphatic wish Oh, that . .  

            
Oh, that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt! (Exod. 16:3) 

         
Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! (Psa. 14:7)70 

The interrogative pronouns have a strong affinity for conjunctive accents. Of the 940 instances, 

456 are linked to the following word by Maqqeph and 344 have a conjunctive accent, 111 have a 

near disjunctive, and only 29 have a remote disjunctive. This affinity is expected because these 

pronouns occur mainly at the beginning of a phrase. 

10.5 Relative Pronouns 

 The following words are commonly regarded as relative pronouns in Biblical Hebrew  ר  ,אֲשֶׁ

  ֶֽׁ  however, they are better understood as functioning as subordinating conjunctions ,זוּ and ,זֶׁה  ,שֶׁ

that link a dependent clause to substantive. See the discussion on relative pronoun phrases in § 

14.3.3. 

10.6 Summary 

Pronouns Defined 

 Pronouns are “substitute” words that stand in place of redundant nouns (or noun phrases)—

their antecedents. They agree with their antecedent in person, gender, and number; they have the 

case of the noun (phrase) in whose place they stand; they are always determinate; and they bear 

the same semantic information as their antecedent. 

Personal Pronouns 

Nominative Pronouns  

Accusative Pronouns  

Genitive Pronouns  

 

70 See also Num. 11:29; Deut. 5:29; 28:67; Jdg. 9:29; 2 Sam. 19:1; Job 6:8; 11:5; 13:5; 14:4, 13; 19:23; 23:3; 

29:2; 31:31, 35; Ps. 53:7; 55:7; Song. 8:1; Isa. 27:4; Jer. 8:23; 9:1 
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Demonstrative Pronouns 

Predicate Demonstratives 

Attributive Demonstratives 

Interrogative Pronouns 

Slots 

 Pronouns stand in the same slots as nouns or their equivalents. 

Syntactic Rule 

 N → R     (R = Pronoun) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHAPTER 11 

The Syntactic Attributes of Hebrew Particles 

 This chapter presents the attributes of Hebrew particles associated with their syntactic re-

lationships in phrases and clauses. The details of phonology and morphology are not considered 

except as they apply to syntax. The content of this chapter is similar to that presented in other 

works of Hebrew syntax except where it is necessary to relate the material to “transformational” 

concepts in preparation for subsequent chapters. The chapter is foundational, not an exhaustive 

treatment of all the particulars of Hebrew particles. 

11.1 Particles Defined 

 Thus far eight different parts of speech have been defined: nouns, adjectives, adverbs, 

verbs, quantifiers, prepositions, conjunctions, and pronouns. The various kinds of words not fitting 

in those categories are regarded as particles. In the morphological categories of the WTS text, 

particles include adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, the article, interrogatives, interjections, neg-

atives, relatives, and the direct object marker. In this work, adverbs, prepositions, and conjunctions 

are treated as separate parts of speech, so only the remaining categories are discussed in this chap-

ter. 

11.2 The Article  

 The article consists of the prepositive particle    ַה which is attached to the beginning of its 

associated word. It marks the word as determinate, that is, the word has the same referent it had 

previously in the given context; or the word has the commonly understood referent. It occurs 

30,416 times, marking a common noun 22,301 times, a proper noun 912 tines, and a Gentilic noun 

1,269 times. 

ר  א  אֶת־כָל־כִכִַ֣ יו וַיַרְׁ וֹט אֶת־עֵינָָ֗ ההַ וַיִשָא־לִ֣ ָקֵֶּ֑ הּ מַשְׁ לָֹ֖ י כֻׁ ן כִֵ֥ דֵֵ֔    יַרְׁ

And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere  (Gen. 13:10) 

ה   דֵֹ֖ ת־כָל־שְׁ ו אֶֶֽ גַם  אֶת־הָ וַיַכַּ֕ י וְׁ ר׃ הִָ֣ עֲמָלֵָקִֵּ֑ ן תָמֶָֽ צֵֹ֥ צְׁ חֶַֽ ב בְׁ י הַישֵֹֹ֖  אֱמֹרִֵ֔

And they attacked all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt in Hazezon Tamar.  
(Gen. 14:7) 
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ין  הָ וַיִַ֣עַש אֱלֹהִים  אֶת־ ל בִֵ֤ דֵָ֗ יִם  הַ רָקִיעַ֒ וַיַבְׁ מַ   

חַת   ין  לָ אֲשֶר  מִתִַ֣ יעַ ובִֵ֣ ל  הַ רָקִֵ֔ ר מֵעִַ֣ יִם אֲשֶֹ֖ ן׃ לָ מֵַ֔ הִי־כֵֶֽ ֶּֽיְׁ יעַ וֶַֽ  רָָקִֵּ֑

Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament  

from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so. (Gen. 1:7)
1
 

The article marks an adjective modifying a determinate noun 2,773 times. 

וֹת  נָה  הַפָרֵ֔ לְׁ וֹת הָ וַתאֹכַ  וֹת הָ וְׁ  רַקֹ֖ וֹת  רָעֵּ֑ בַע הַפָרָ֛ ת שֶֹּ֧ וֹתהָ אִֵ֣ ת׃ הַ   רִאשנֹֹ֖ רִיאֶֹֽ  בְׁ

And the gaunt and ugly cows ate up the first seven, the fat cows. (Gen. 41:20) 

The article marks an attributive demonstrative pronoun 1,466 times. 

ר   ל הָהֵָ֥ ים עַֹ֖ אֱלֹהִֵ֔ דון  אֶת־הִָ֣ עַבְׁ יִם תֶַֽ רֵַ֔ יאֲךִ֤ אֶת־הָעָם  מִמִצְׁ הוֹצִֶֽ ה׃ הַ בְׁ  זֶֶֽ

When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain. (Exod. 3:12) 

ה הַנֵֶ֥פֶש  תָָ֛ רְׁ נִכְׁ יהָ הַ וְׁ עַמֵֶּ֑ וא מֵֶֽ  הִֹ֖

וֹ   עֲדֵ֔ מִֹ֣ רִיב  בְׁ א הִקְׁ ִֹ֤ ה ל הוָָ֗ ן יְׁ בִַ֣ י׀ קָרְׁ  כִִ֣

יש   א הָאִֵ֥ וֹ יִשָֹ֖ אֵ֥ וא׃ הַ חֶטְׁ  הֶֽ

That person shall be cut off from among his people, 

because he did not bring the offering of the LORD at its appointed time; 

that man shall bear his sin. (Num. 9:13) 

The article marks a determinate participle 1,868 times whether it functions as a substantive or as 

an attributive modifier. 

א יֵרָצֶה֒   ִֹ֣ יב הַ ל רִִ֣ יֵֶּ֑ה  מַקְׁ ול יִהְׁ וֹ פִגִ֣ ב לֹ֖ א יֵחָשֵָ֛ ֹֹּ֧ וֹ ל  אֹתָ֗

הַנֶָ֛פֶש  לֶת הָ וְׁ א׃  אֹכֵֶ֥ נו עֲוֹנֵָ֥הּ תִשֶָֽ  מִמֶֹ֖

it shall not be accepted; it shall not be imputed to the one offering it; it shall be an abomination to him,  

and the one eating of it shall bear guilt. (Lev. 7:18) 

The article marks a determinate cardinal number 284 times. 

ים      ים לָעַמודִֵּ֑ ה וָוִֹ֖ ים  עָשֵָ֥ עִֵ֔ שִבְׁ ה וְׁ ע  הַ מֵאוֹת  וַחֲמִשִָ֣ בִַ֤ לֶף ושְׁ אֶת־הָ אֶ֜  וְׁ
Then from the one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five shekels 

he made hooks for the pillars,  (Exod. 38:28) 

The article marks a determinate ordinal number 467 times. 

ים      י הָעֲדָרִֹ֖ ים אַחֲרֵֵ֥ כִֵ֔ לְׁ ם אֶת־כָל־הַהִֹ֣ י  גַַ֚ לִישִֵ֔ ם אֶת־הַ שְׁ י  גַַ֚ ו גִַ֣ם אֶת־ הַ שֵנִָ֗ צַַּ֞  וַיְׁ
So he commanded the second, the third, and all who followed the droves, (Gen. 32:19) 

 

1 Prepositive prepositions usually overlay the ה of the definite article, leaving only the vowel as its remnant. 
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The article marks the word תָמִיד as determinate 25 times, and once it does so for the word סָבִיב. 

These words are parsed as adverbs but are functioning as nouns.2 

ת  בַד  עלִַֹ֣ ד מִלְׁ את אֶחֵָּ֑ יר חַטָֹ֖ עִֵ֥ ידהַ ושְׁ הּ׃  תָמִֵ֔ כֶָֽ נִסְׁ הּ וְׁ חָתָֹ֖  ומִנְׁ

also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, 

 its grain offering, and its drink offering. (Num. 29:38) 

יב      עַד־ הַ סָבִֵּ֑ וֹא וְׁ יב מִן־הַמִלֹ֖  וַיִִ֤בֶן הָעִיר  מִסָבִֵ֔
And he built the city around it, from the Millo to the surrounding area.  (1 Chr. 11:8) 

Unexpectedly, functioning as a relative pronoun, the definite article appears before a finite verb 

19 times, always a perfect aspect.3 A participle is anticipated in these places. 

ל  רָאֵֵ֔ י יִשְׁ הוָה  אֱלֹהִֵ֣ ם יְׁ וֹ מֵעִִ֤ בָבָ֗ ה לְׁ י־נָטִָ֣ ה הַ כִֶֽ אֵָ֥ יִם׃  נִרְׁ יו פַעֲמֶָֽ  אֵלָֹ֖

Because his heart had turned from the LORD God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice (1 Kgs. 11:9) 

11.3 Interrogatives  

 Interrogatives introduce questions seeking factual answers such as yes or no, who, what, 

when, where, why, how, etc. There are seven words categorized as interrogative particles in the 

WTS morphological codes, occurring 866 times. Table 11.1 lists the words by frequency. These 

are the adverbial interrogatives that introduce questions inquiring about some adverbial details of 

the discourse of which they are a part. 

Actually other words belong to this group. The word    ְאֵיך  (how?) is parsed as an interjec-

tion, occurring 61 times, but actually only 19 instances are interjections, the remaining 42 are 

definitely interrogatives, introducing a question asking “how?” or “in what manner?” Likewise, 

the word    ַמַדוע  (why?) is parsed as an adverb, occurring 72 times, but it introduces a question 

asking “why?” or “in what matter?”  

 In addition, the interrogative pronouns belong in this group:   מִי (who?), occurring 423 

times, and   מָה (what?), occurring 752 times. They introduce questions asking the identity of some 

constituent in its associated clause. Some of the primary interrogatives form compounds with other 

 

2 Num. 4:7, 4:16; 28:10,15, 23, 24, 31; 29:6, 11, 16, 19, 22, 25, 28, 31, 34, 38; 1 Chr. 11:8; Neh. 10:34*2; 

Dan. 8:11, 12, 13; 11:31; 12:11. 

3 Gen. 18:21; 46:27; Josh. 10:24; Ruth 1:22; 2:6; 4:3; 2 Sam. 22:7; 1 Kgs. 11:9; 1 Chr. 26:28; 29:17; 2 Chr. 

1:4; 29:36; Ezr. 8:25; 10:14, 17; Job 2:11; Isa. 51:10; 56:3; Ezek. 26:17; Dan. 8:1. 
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particles to add different nuances. Table 11.2 lists these additional ones. Some interrogatives may 

govern a pronoun suffix.4 

Table 11.1 

Frequency of Interrogative Particles 

Particle Meaning Frequency 

 is it true? 747 הֲ 

 where? 45 אַיֵה 

 when? 42 מָתַי

 where? 21 אֵי

 where? 10 אֵיפֹה 

 how? 42 הֵיךְ 

 how? 11 אֵיכָה 

 how? 1 אֵיכהֹ 

 

וֹ אמֶר לֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ ם וַי אָדֵָּ֑ ים אֶל־הֶָֽ ה אֱלֹהִֹ֖ הוֵָ֥ א יְׁ רָָ֛  ׃ אַיֶֶֽכָה  וַיִקְׁ
Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?" (Gen. 3:9) 

יו וְׁ  נֹתָֹ֖ אמֶר אֶל־בְׁ ֵֹ֥ וֹוַי חֶם׃   אַיֵּ֑ אכַל לֶָֽ ֵֹ֥ י וֹ וְׁ ן לֹ֖ אֵֶ֥ יש קִרְׁ ן אֶת־הָאִֵ֔ תִֶ֣ מָה זֶה  עֲזַבְׁ  לִָ֤

So he said to his daughters, "And where is he? Why did you leave the man? 

Call him, that he may eat bread." (Exod. 2:20) 

Interrogative particles have a strong affinity for conjunctive accents. Of the 1,160 instances, 771 

have Maqqeph, 216 have a conjunctive accent, 137 have a near disjunctive, and only 35 have a 

remote disjunctive. This happens because the object of interrogation nearly always immediately 

follows the particle. Interrogatives are discussed and illustrated in § 13.5.2 under interrogative 

transformations.  

  

 

4 See also 2 Kgs. 19:13; Job 14:10; 20:7; Isa. 19:12; Mich. 7:10; Nah. 3:17. 



Chapter 11 The Syntactic Attributes of Particles 286 

 

  

Table 11.2 

Frequency of Additional Interrogative Particles 

Interrogative Meaning Frequency 

 how long? 29 עַד־מָתַי

י  י מָתַֹ֖ how long? 1 אַחֲרֵֵ֥
5
 

י מָתִַ֣ when? 1 לְׁ
6
 

 why? 168 לָמָה   

 how? 19 מָה

 why? 27 מָה

 why? 13 עַל־מַה   

 how many? 7 כַמָה   

 where? 9 אֵי־זֶה   

 from where? 7 אֵי־מִזֶה   

11.4 Interjections 

An interjection is an exclamation inserted into a text without grammatical connection, usually ex-

pressing some element of emotion. There are 25 words categorized as interjections in the WTS 

morphological codes, occurring 1,927 times. Table 11.3 lists the words by frequency of occur-

rence. 

 Attracts Attention הִנֵה  11.4.1

-is an attention attracting word introducing something new or unexpected, often trans הִנֵה 

lated “Behold!” or “Look!” It is frequently at the beginning of a sentence: it occurs as the first 

word of a verse 152 times; it immediately follows a conjunction 430 times; otherwise it immedi-

ately follows a word marked with a remote disjunctive accent 399 times—these contexts usually 

indicate the beginning of a clause or the equivalent. It is frequently the word that initiates speech, 

immediately following some form of the verb   .times 95  אָמַר

  

 

5 Jer. 13:27. 

6 Exod. 8:5. 
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Table 11.3 

Frequency of Interjections 

Word Meaning Frequency Word Meaning Frequency 

!hush הַס behold 1,060 הִנֵה 
7
 7 

!How אֵיכָכָה  please 404 נָא
8
 4 

!alas אָח  behold 99 הֵן
9
 3 

behold הֵא 74 (pause) סֶלָה
10

 2 

!ah that אַחֲלַי  how! 19 אֵיךְ
11

 2 

לַי  woe! 51 הוֹי  !alas אַלְׁ
12

 2 

רֵי !woe אִי blessed 44 אַשְׁ
13

 2 

!alas הוֹ  woe! 24 אוֹי
14

 2 

oh that אָבִי far be it 21 חָלִיל 
15

 1 

!woe אוֹיָה how! 6 אֵיכָה
16

 1 

!woe אֲבוֹי alas! 15 אֲהָהּ
17

 1 

!woe הָהּ please! 13 אָנָא 
18

 1 

 how! 33 מָה aha! 12 הֶאָח

ו   רֵ֔ אמְׁ ִֹ֣ ו וַי נֶֽ ים׃ הִנֵֶ֥ ךֹ֖ לַעֲבָדִֶֽ   לְׁ

and they said, "Behold, we are your servants." (Gen. 50:18) 

י    נִִ֣ חֹרֵב֒ הִנְׁ ל־הַצור  בְׁ ם׀ עֶַֽ יך שֵָ֥ פָנֶ  עמֵֹד  לְׁ  

"Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb;  (Exod. 17:6) 

 

7 Judg. 3:19; Neh. 8:11; Amos 6:10; 8:3; Hab. 2:20; Zeph. 1:7; 2:17. 

8 Est. 8:6; Song 5:3. 

9 Ezek. 6:11; 18:10; 21:20. 

10 Gen. 47:23; Ezek. 16:43. 

11 2 Kgs. 5:3; Psa. 119:5. 

12 Job 10:15; Mic. 7:1. 

13 Eccl. 4:10; 10:16. 

14 Amos 5:16. 

15 Job 34:36. 

16 Psa. 120:5. 

17 Prov. 23:29; the word should be a noun. 

18 Ezek. 30:2. 
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ך   יםהִנְׁ ף נָעִֵ֔ ה דוֹדִי  אִַ֣     יָפִֶ֤
Behold, you are handsome, my beloved! Yes, pleasant! (Song 1:16) 

 has a moderately strong affinity with its following word. Of the 1,059 instances, 136 הִנֵה 

have Maqqeph, 672 have a conjunctive accent, 197 have a near disjunctive, and only 54 have a 

remote disjunctive, 27 of which also have a pronoun suffix.  

 .above הִנֵה Is much like הֵן 

 Adds Politeness or Formality נָא 11.4.2

 introduces an element of politeness or formality to the word it modifies—usually a נָא 

verb—and is frequently translated “Please.” It is attached to the end of the word it modifies usually 

by Maqqeph (312 times), in which instance it carries the accent otherwise due its preceding com-

panion. Otherwise, it is attached by a conjunctive accent on the preceding word (90 times), by a 

near disjunctive once (Psa. 80:15) and by a remote disjunctive once (Num. 12:13). 

בו ה יֵֶֽשְׁ עַתָָ֛ אוְׁ שֶן׃  ־נֵָ֥ רֶץ גֶֹֽ אֵֶ֥ יך בְׁ  עֲבָדֶֹ֖

“Now therefore, please let your servants dwell in the land of Goshen.” (Gen. 47:4) 

 It is attached to הִנֵה by Maqqeph 26 times instead of its associated verb. 

יִל    י־חַָ֗ נֵֶֽ ים בְׁ ים אֲנָשִ֜ יו  הִנֵה־נִָ֣א יֵֶֽש־אֶת־עֲבָדֶיך  חֲמִשִ  ו אֵלֶָּ֡ רִ֣  וַיאֹמְׁ

כו   ו אֶת־אֲדנֶֹיך֒ נָא   יִֵ֣לְׁ שִ֣    וִיבַקְׁ

Then they said to him, "Look please, there are fifty strong men with your servants. 

Please let them go and search for your master,  (2 Kgs. 2:16) 

 It is attached to the negative  .instead of the verb it negates 21 times  אַל 

וֹט ם אֶל־לָ֗ רָ֜ אמֶר אַבְׁ  ֹ א  וַי יךאַל־נָ  י ובֵינֵֶ֔ רִיבָה  בֵינִִ֣ י מְׁ הִִ֤  תְׁ

נו׃   חְׁ ים אֲנֶָֽ ים אַחִֹ֖ י־אֲנָשִֵ֥ יך כִֶֽ ין רעֵֶֹּ֑ י ובִֵ֣ ין רעַֹֹ֖  ובֵֵ֥
So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me,  

and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren.” (Gen. 13:8) 

 It is attached to the conditional conjunction  .nine times instead of the associated verb  אִם

יו אמֶר אֵלֵָ֔ ִֹ֣ עֵינֵֶּ֑יך אִם־נָָ֛א  וַי ן בְׁ אתִי חֵֹ֖  מָצֵָ֥

י׃  ר עִמִֶֽ דַבֵֵ֥ ה מְׁ וֹת שָאַתָֹ֖ יתָ לִי  אֵ֔ עָשִִ֤  וְׁ

Then he said to Him, "Please if I have found favor in Your sight,  

then show me a sign that it is You who talk with me. (Judg. 6:17) 

 It is attached to the adverbial interrogative  .in a verbless clause once  אַיֵה
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ו הַגוֹיִֵּ֑ם רִ֣ מָה יאֹמְׁ ֜א  לֶָּ֭ ם׃ אַיֵה־נָָ֗  אֱלֹהֵיהֶֶֽ

Why should the Gentiles say, "So please where is their God?" (Psa. 115:2) 

 It is attached to the preposition  .twice  נֶגֶד

דָרַי לַיהוִָ֣ה אֲשַלֵֵּ֑ם ֶּ֭ ֜א  נְׁ דָה־נָָ֗ וֹ׃ נֶגְׁ כָל־עַמֶֽ  לְׁ

I will pay my vows to the LORD In the presence please of all His people, (Psa. 116:14, 18) 

 Calls for Meditation סֶלָה  11.4.3

 is a musical term used only in the psalms and Habakkuk marking a pause, perhaps for סֶלָה  

the reader to meditate while the music plays. It usually occurs as the last word of a verse (75 times), 

in which instance its accent is Silluq; otherwise, it occurs midway in a verse (4 times),19 in which 

instance its accent is Athnach or Ole WeYored (§ 22.8). 

ים  אלֹהִ֬ תָה ל֬וֹ בֵֶֽ שועָָ֓ ֶֽ ין יְׁ י אִֵ֤ שִֵ֥ פְׁ נִַּ֫ ים לְׁ רִ֪ לָהרַבִים  אֹמְׁ  ׃ סֶֶֽ
Many are they who say of me, "There is no help for him in God." Selah (Psa. 3:2) 

 Expresses Intensity אֵיךְ 11.4.4

 The word   ְאֵיך (how?) is parsed as an interjection, occurring 61 times, but only 19 instances 

are interjections, the remaining are definitely interrogatives, introducing a question asking “how?” 

“in what manner?” (See § 11.3 above.)   

יךְ  ל׃ אֵַ֚ יך חָלֶָֽ ן עַל־בָמוֹתֶֹ֖ וֹנָתֵָ֔ הִ֣ ה יְׁ חָמֵָּ֑ וֹךְ הַמִלְׁ תֹ֖ ים בְׁ ו גִברִֵֹ֔ לִ֣  נָפְׁ

 "How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle! Jonathan was slain in your high places. (2 Sam. 1:25) 

יךְ וֹת׃  אִֵ֤ מו מִן־בַלָהֶֽ ָ֗ פו תַ֜ גַע סֵָ֥ רֵָּ֑ ה כְׁ שַמִָ֣ ו לְׁ  הָיִ֣

Oh, how they are brought to desolation, as in a moment!  

They are utterly consumed with terrors. (Psa. 73:19) 

אֵיךְ    (how!) has a moderate affinity with its following word, having a conjunctive accent 

8 times and a near disjunctive 11 times. 

 Expresses Sorrow or Misery הוֹי 11.4.5 

 is an exclamation of sorrow or misery, usually translated as “Alas!” or “Woe!” It is הוֹי 

nearly always the first word of a sentence, being the first word of a verse 37 times, following a 

 

19 Psa. 55:20; 57:4; Hab. 3:3, 9. 
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Waw conjunctive 3 times,20 or following a word with a remote disjunctive accent 9 times. It takes 

a conjunctive accent 27 times, a near disjunctive 14 times, and a remote disjunctive 10 times, either 

Rebia or Great Zaqeph. 

וֹי׀    ים הִ֣ חִיתִֵּ֑ ים מַשְׁ ים בָנִֹ֖ רֵעִֵ֔ בֶד עָוֵֹ֔ן זִֶֶּֽ֣רַע מְׁ ם כִֶ֣ א עַַ֚ וֹי חֹטֵָ֗ גִ֣  

Alas, sinful nation, A people laden with iniquity, A brood of evildoers, Children who are corrupters!  (Isa. 1:4) 

ל    רָאֵָ֗ י יִשְׁ בָא֜וֹת אֱלֹהִֵ֣ ה צְׁ הוָ  ה־אָמַר  יְׁ וֹי כֶֹֽ דָה הִ֤ דֵָ֔ י שֻׁ בוֹ  כִִ֣    אֶל־נְׁ

Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: "Woe to Nebo! For it is plundered,  (Jer. 48:1) 

וֹי    וֹי הָ֗ הוֵָּ֑ההִ֣ ם־יְׁ אֻׁ וֹן נְׁ רֶץ צָפֹ֖ ָ֛סו מֵאֵֶ֥ נֻׁ    וְׁ

“Alas, alas! Flee from the land of the north," says the LORD.” (Zech. 2:6) 

רֵי  11.4.6  Declares Blessedness or Happiness אַשְׁ

רֵי   is an exclamation expressing the blessedness or happiness of the person(s) to which אַשְׁ

it refers. Morphologically the word is the masculine plural construct form of a noun like  שֶר  אִֶּ֫

meaning “blessedness” or “happiness;”21 but it functions only as an exclamatory particle. It usually 

occurs as the first word of a sentence, being the first word of a verse 27 times, or following Waw 

conjunctive twice,22or following an initial הִנֵה once, or following a word with a remote disjunctive 

accent 11 times. It links with its object of blessedness by Maqqeph only once,23 by a conjunctive 

accent 25 times, by a near disjunctive 14 times, and by a remote disjunctive only twice.24 

רֵי  ֶֽ שְׁ ן אָדָָ֗ אֵַ֥ וֹ עָוֵֹּ֑ הוִָ֣ה לִ֣ ב יְׁ שֹ֬ א יַחְׁ ִֹ֤  ם ל

Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, (Psa. 32:2) 

ה  הוֵָ֔ פָט  יְׁ י מִשְׁ י־אֱלֹהִֵ֤ י כִֶֽ רֵֹ֖ וֹ׃ אַשְׁ וֹכֵי לֶֽ  כָל־חֵ֥

For the LORD is a God of justice; Blessed are all those who wait for Him. (Isa. 30:18) 

י הִנִֵ֤ה    רִֵ֣ וֹהַ אַשְׁ ו אֱלֵּ֑ נֶֽ נוֹש יוֹכִחִֶ֣ אֱֶּ֭  

"Behold, how blessed is the man whom God corrects!  (Job 5:17) 

 

20 Jer. 22:18 2x; 34:5. 

21 BDB p. 80; HALOT p. 99. 

22 2 Chr. 9:7; Prov. 8:32. 

23 Psa. 112:1. 

24 Psa. 146:5; Isa. 32:20. 
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The object of the blessedness is a noun phrase 27 times as above, a pronoun suffix 6 times,25 a 

substantivized adjective phrase once,26 a substantivized participle once,27 a relative pronoun clause 

3 times,28 and 6 times it occurs before a verb as though there were a relative pronoun present.29 

יך    רֶ  לאַשְׁ רָאֵ֜ ה  יִשְׁ יהוֵָ֔ ע בֶַֽ ם נוֹשִַ֣ וֹך עַַ֚ י כָמָ֗ מִִ֣  

Happy are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the LORD, (Deut. 33:29) 

י רֵֵ֥ ה אַשְׁ חַכֶֹ֖ מְׁ ה׃  הֶַֽ ים וַחֲמִשֶָֽ לֹשִֵ֥ וֹת שְׁ ש מֵאֹ֖ לֵֹ֥ לֶף שְׁ ים אֶַּ֕ יָמִַּ֕ יעַ לְׁ יַגִֵּ֑  וְׁ

Blessed is he who waits, and comes to the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days. (Dan. 12:12) 

י רֵֵ֥ רֶךְ אַשְׁ ימֵי־דֵָּ֑ מִֶֽ ה׃   תְׁ הוֶָֽ ת יְׁ תוֹרֵַ֥ ים בְׁ כִָ֗ הֹלְׁ  הֶַֽ֜

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, Who walk in the law of the LORD! (Psa. 119:1) 

 Pronounces Woe אוֹי  11.4.7

 woe! an impassioned expression of grief and despair,”30 often as though pronouncing“ אוֹי 

woe upon the person(s) to whom it refers. It governs the object of its pronouncement with the 

preposition  times; of which the objects are pronoun suffixes 17 times; it governs its object 19   לְׁ 

without the benefit of  ְׁל twice.31 Once it stands alone functioning as a noun.32 It is augmented by 

the particle 3 נָא times.33 It stands alone without an object once,34 and a double woe is pronounced 

once.35 It is usually the first word of a sentence: it is the first word of the verse 7 times, the first 

word after the verb 3 אָמַר times, and the word immediately following a word with a remote dis-

junctive accent 10 times. It usually has strong affinity with the following word, being linked with 

 

25 Deut. 33:29; Psa. 128:2; Prov. 14:21; 16:20; Eccl. 10:17; Isa. 32:20. 

26 Psa. 119:1. 

27 Dan. 12:12. 

28 Psa. 137:8, 9; 146:5. 

29 Psa. 32:1; 41:2; 65:5; 84:5; 106:3; 119:2. 

30 BDB p. 17. 

31 Ezek. 24:6, 9. 

32 Prov. 23:29. 

33 Jer. 4:31; 45:3; Lam. 5:16. 

34 Num. 24:23 with a remote disjunctive accent. 

35 Ezek. 16:23. 
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Maqqeph 7 times, having a conjunctive accent 13 times, a near disjunctive 3 times, and a remote 

disjunctive only once. 

רו   וֹי וַיאֹמְׁ נו  אִ֣ ם׃ לֵָ֔ שֶֹֽ וֹל שִלְׁ מֵ֥ את אֶתְׁ ֹֹ֖ ה כָז תָָ֛ א הָיְׁ ֵֹ֥ י ל  כִִ֣

And they said, "Woe to us! For such a thing has never happened before. (1 Sam. 4:7) 

ר  וֹ וַיאֹמֵַּ֑ שָלֹ֖ א מְׁ וֹי וַיִשֵָ֥ ל׃ אַּ֕ וֹ אֵֶֽ מֵ֥ יֶֹ֖ה מִשֻׁ י יִחְׁ  מִֵ֥

Then he took up his oracle and said: "Alas! Who shall live when God does this? (Num. 24:23) 

ש כַפֵֶּ֑  פָרִֵ֣ וֹי־נִָ֣א  יהָ תְׁ י  אֶֽ ים׃ לִֵ֔ גִֶֽ הרְֹׁ י לְׁ שִֹ֖ ה נַפְׁ פֵָ֥ י־עָיְׁ  כִֶֽ

She spreads her hands, saying,`Woe is me now, for my soul is weary Because of murderers!' (Jer. 4:31) 

י  מִ  וֹי  לְׁ יחַ אֵ֥ י שִָ֗ מִֵ֥ ים׀ לְׁ יָנִ  י מִדְׁ מִִ֤ וֹי לְׁ י אֲבֶּ֡ מִ֪  לְׁ

י   מִָ֗ ים חִנֵָּ֑ם לְׁ֜ צָעִִ֣ מִי פְׁ ֶּ֭ ֶּֽיִם׃ לְׁ ות עֵינֶָֽ לִלֵ֥  חַכְׁ

Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has complaints?  

Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes? (Prov. 23:29) 

 Expresses Emphatic Denial חָלִיל   11.4.8

 is a strong idiomatic denial that a person has done a stated deed. The word is always חָלִיל 

augmented with a locative ה for emphasis. The word governs the person of the denial with the 

preposition  ְׁל, where the person of denial is usually a pronoun suffix, mostly first person. Twice 

the denial stands without a named person,36 and once there is a double emphatic denial.37 It always 

occurs in a direct quotation of speech, usually the first word. It has a strong affinity with the fol-

lowing word, always having a conjunctive accent except once (1 Sam. 14:45) where it has a remote 

disjunctive accent. 

הוָה    ם־יְׁ אֻׁ ה נְׁ עַתִָ֤ ילָהוְׁ י  חָלִִ֣ לו׃  לִֵ֔ י יֵָקֶָֽ ד ובזֵַֹ֥ י אֲכַבֵֹ֖ דֵַ֥ כַבְׁ י־מְׁ  כִֶֽ

But now the LORD says:`Far be it from Me; for those who honor Me I will honor,  

and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed (1 Sam. 2:30) 

 Expresses intensity אֵיכָה  11.4.9

 The word  אֵיכָה (how!), like  ְאֵיך (above), is parsed as an interjection, occurring 17 times, 

but only about 6 instances are interjections, the remaining are definitely interrogatives, introducing 

 

36 1 Sam. 14:45; 20:2. 

37 2 Sam. 20:20. 



Chapter 11 The Syntactic Attributes of Particles 293 

 

  

a question asking “how?” 38 “in what manner?” (See § 11.3 above.) It has a conjunctive accent 3 

times and a near disjunctive 3 times. 

 

ה אֵיכָה    זוֹנֵָ֔ ה לְׁ תִָ֣    הָיְׁ

How the faithful city has become a harlot!  (Isa. 1:21) 

 Expresses Despair אֲהָהּ   11.4.10

 Alas!”—a strong exclamation of despair. It is usually the first word in a quoted“ אֲהָהּ 

speech, having a conjunctive accent 3 times, a near disjunctive 11 times, and a remote disjunctive 

only once (2 Kgs. 3:10). 

ים לָהֶם      רִִ֤ ים אֹמְׁ ה הַנְׁ בִאִ֜ ה הִנֵ  הוִָ֗ הּ׀ אֲדנִָֹ֣י יְׁ ר אֲהִָ֣  וָאֹמַַּ֞

ם  יִֶ֣ה לָכֵֶּ֑ א־יִהְׁ ֶֹֽ ב ל רָעָֹ֖ רֶב וְׁ ו חֵֶ֔ אִ֣ א־תִרְׁ ֶֹֽ    ל

Then I said, “Alas, Lord GOD! Behold, the prophets say to them, 

‘You shall not see the sword, nor shall you have famine.’” (Jer. 14:13) 

 Expresses Intense Entreaty אָנָא  11.4.11

הוָה  Please!”—a strong entreaty to a higher authority: to“ אָנָא  times, to 9 יְׁ  ,.Lord, i.e)   אֲדנָֹי

God) twice,39  once addressed to God according to the context,40 once addressed to Joseph by his 

brothers.41 It is used along with the particle  נָא in the context 6 times. It is always the first word in 

quoted speech. It always has a conjunctive accent, except twice it has both a conjunctive and re-

mote disjunctive accent.42 

חַטָאתָם       יך וְׁ שַע אַחִֶ֤ א פִֶ֣ א נֶָ֠ א  שִָ֣ נֶָּ֡ ף אִָ֣ יוֹסֵָ֗ ו לְׁ רִ֣ ה־תאֹמְׁ  כֶֹֽ

Thus you shall say to Joseph:  

“I beg you, please forgive the trespass of your brothers and their sin.”  (Gen. 50:17) 

ה  אָנִָ֣א יעֵָ֥ ֶּ֭הוָה הוֹשִ֘ א נֵָּ֑א יְׁ נֵָ֥ א׃  אֶָֽ ה נֶָֽ יחֵָ֥ לִ֘ ה הַצְׁ הוָָ֗  יְׁ֜

Save please, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. (Psa. 118:25) 

 

38 Isa. 1:21; Jer. 48:17; Lam. 1:1; 2:1; 4:1, 2. 

39 Neh. 1:11; Dan. 9:4. 

40 Exod. 32:31. 

41 Gen. 50:27. 

42 Gen. 50:17; Exod. 32:31. 
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 Expresses Surprise or Disdain הֶאָח   11.4.12

 Aha!”—positively it is a shout of surprised joy; negatively it is a shout of disdain. It“ הֶאָח 

is always the first word in a quoted speech. The expression is doubled three times.43 It usually has 

a disjunctive accent. 

ר  יאֹמִַ֣ ח  אַף־יָחֹם  וְׁ י רָאִֵ֥ הֶאֵָ֔ ור׃ חַמוֹתִֹ֖  יתִי אֶֽ

He even warms himself and says, "Aha! I am warm, I have seen the fire." (Isa. 44:16) 

י  ָ֗ ים לִ֜ רִֵ֥ ם הָאֹמְׁ תֵָּ֑ קֶב בָשְׁ שמֹו עַל־עִֵ֣ ח יֶָּ֭ ח׀ הֶאֶָֽ  ׃ הֶאֵָ֥
Let them be confounded because of their shame, Who say to me, "Aha, aha!" (Psa. 40:15) 

 Commands Silence הַס   11.4.13

 Hush!” “Be silent!”—The word is parsed as an interjection in the lexicons and in the“ הַס 

WTS morphological text, but Davidson analyzed the form as the apocopated imperative form of 

the verb 44,הסה and the form  in Neh. 8:11 tends to support that choice. Translators treat the word 

as though it were an imperative. The word usually has a remote disjunctive accent. 

ר כָל־הָעָם  לֵאמִֹ֣ ים לְׁ שִִ֤ ם מַחְׁ וִיִַּ֞ הַלְׁ סו    וְׁ בו׃ הֵַ֔ אַל־תֵעָצֵֶֽ ש וְׁ וֹם קָדֵֹּ֑ י הַיֹ֖  כִֵ֥

So the Levites quieted all the people, saying,  

“Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved.” (Neh. 8:11) 

11.5 Negatives  

 There are seven words that function as negatives, occurring 6,972 times, but are variously 

classified in the lexicons. Table 11.4 lists the words by frequency of occurrence and classification. 

 

Table 11.4 

Frequency of Negatives 

negative Frequency Classification negative Frequency Classification 

 adverb 73 בַל  negative 5,169 לאֹ

לִי  adverb 788 אַיִן  adverb 58 בְׁ

תִי   noun 43 אֶפֶס preposition 112 בִלְׁ

  adverb Total 6,972 729 אַל

 

43 Psa. 35:21; 40:16; 70:4. 

44 AHCL p. CCIII. 
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 The Universal Negative לאֹ 11.5.1

 not”—it is the only word classified as a negative in the lexicons. It is the universal“ לאֹ 

negative, functioning with nearly every other part of speech. Table 11.5 lists the parts of speech it 

negates and the frequency of each. Many of these are what is expected; the unexpected are the 

ones of interest. ֹלא is linked with the word it negates by Maqqeph 2,160 times and by a conjunctive 

accent 2,839 times.  

Table 11.5 

Parts of Speech Negated by  ֹלא 

Part of Speech Frequency 

Finite Verb 4,401 

Preposition 247 

Common Noun 216 

Adjective 74 

Pronoun 71 

Participle 37 

Conjunction 34 

Adverb 26 

Proper Noun 17 

Direct Object Marker 13 

Last Word 11 

Infinitive Absolute 8 

Cardinal Number 7 

Relative Pronoun 3 

Interjection 2 

Infinitive Construct 1 

Gentilic Noun 1 

Total 5,169 

 When followed by a conjunction, the word stands alone as an answer to a question or some 

similar situation. Of the 34 instances, the word has a remote disjunctive accent 15 times and a near 

disjunctive accent 11 times. Obviously it stands alone as the last word of a verse. 

 An infinitive absolute is not expected to be negated; however, when serving as a cognate 

adverb (see § 5.6.7; 6.1.1; 6.1.5), this may happen. Usually when an emphatic verb phrase is ne-

gated, ֹלא precedes the finite verb. This occurs 30 times in the Hebrew Bible.  
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ם הַזֵֶּ֑ה  ע לָעִָ֣ ך הֵרַֹ֖ מֵֶ֔ ר בִשְׁ דַבִֵ֣ עהֹ  לְׁ אתִי אֶל־פַרְׁ ז בִָ֤  ומֵאַָּ֞

ל וְׁ  תָ לאֹ־  הַצֵֵ֥ לְׁ ך׃  הִצַֹ֖  אֶת־עַמֶֶֽ

"For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done evil to this people; 

neither have You delivered Your people at all." (Exod. 5:23) 

But by negating the cognate infinitive absolute, the emphasis may be negated rather than the verbal 

idea. This occurs only 6 times.45 

נו  ל מִמֵֶּ֑ א תאֹכַֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ ע ל וֹב וָרֵָ֔ עַת  טִ֣ ץ הַדַ   ומֵעֵָ֗

נו   ךֵ֥ מִמֶֹ֖ וֹם אֲכָלְׁ יָ֛ י בְׁ וֹת כִָ֗ ותמֵ֥  ׃ תָמֶֽ
“But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,  

for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Gen. 2:17) 

ה  אִשֵָּ֑ ש אֶל־הֶָֽ אמֶר הַנָחָֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ אוַי ֶֹֽ וֹת ־ל וןמֹ֖ תֶֽ מֻׁ  ׃ תְׁ
Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. (Gen. 3:4) 

The serpent did not deny that the woman would die, but only the certainty of it. An infinitive 

absolute is negated once by ֹלא when it stands in place of a finite verb. 

וֹא הֲ  ך  ל  מֵֶ֔ רָעֵב  לַחְׁ ס לֶָֽ  פָרִֹ֤

יִת  בִיא בֵָּ֑ ים תִָ֣ רודִֹ֖ ים מְׁ  וַעֲנִיִֵ֥

אִֶ֤  י־תִרְׁ וֹ כִֶֽ כִסִיתֵ֔  ה עָרםֹ  וְׁ

ךֹ֖    שָרְׁ אומִבְׁ ֵֹ֥ ם׃  ל עַלֶָֽ  תִתְׁ

Is it not that you should share your bread with the hungry,  

And that you should bring to your house the poor who are cast out;  

When you see the naked, that you should cover him,  

And not hide yourself from your own flesh? (Isa. 58:7) 

אֲשֶר   is used idiomatically twice with the relative pronoun לאֹ  along with conjunctions  אִם 

or   כִי  the meaning of which expression cannot be determined literally, but depends on the seman-

tics of the local context.46 

 Interjections are not expected to be negated, but twice it occurs in BHS, where ֹלא appears 

to negate הִנֵה. 

ה  הֲלאֹ  הִנִָ֣ם  הודָֹ֖ כֵי־יְׁ פֶר מַלְׁ ים עַל־סֵֵ֥ תובִֵ֔ ל׃ כְׁ רָאֵֶֽ יִשְׁ  וְׁ

indeed are they not written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel? (2 Chr. 25:26) 

 

45 Gen. 3:4; Num. 22:37; Psa. 49:8; Jer. 3:1; 38:15; Amos 9:8. 

46 1 Sam. 16:7; Ezek. 33:27. 
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ה  וֹא הִנֵֵ֔ שהֲלִ֣ דֵי־אֵֵ֔ ו עַמִים  בְׁ עִ֤ יגְׁ יִֶֽ וֹת וְׁ בָאֵּ֑ הוִָ֣ה צְׁ ת יְׁ  מֵאֵֹ֖

Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts That the peoples labor to feed the fire, (Hab. 2:13) 

 In the first instance, the scribe has mixed the two standard formats for documenting a lit-

erary source. The standard positive format is as follows: 

ה׃ הִנִָ֣ם   ל וִיהודֶָֽ רָאֵֹ֖ י־יִשְׁ כֵֶֽ פֶר מַלְׁ ים עַל־סֵֵ֥ תובִֵ֔  כְׁ

indeed they are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah (2 Chr. 27:7) 

And the negative format is as follows: 

ם יא  הֲלאֹ־הֵ  יָֹּ֧ה הַנָבִָ֛ עְׁ מֶַֽ י שְׁ רֵ  דִבְׁ ים בְׁ תובִ֜   כְׁ

are they not written in the book of Shemaiah the prophet,  (2 Chr. 12:15) 

As for the second instance, evidently the word order is reversed, or the word should be  הֵנָה   

 Finally, an infinitive construct is not expected to be negated by ֹלא. Of the 85 instances of 

a negated infinitive construct, it  is negated by ֹלא once: 

וֹ ות בָהּ   אִ֣ בֶן אֲשֶר־יָמֵ֥ כָל־אֶ֜ אבְׁ ִֹ֣ ל וֹת  בְׁ אֵ֔ ת  רְׁ יו וַיָמֵֹּ֑ ל עָלָֹ֖  וַיַפֵֵ֥

וֹ׃  ש רָעָתֶֽ בַקֵֹ֖ א מְׁ ֵֹ֥ ל וֹ וְׁ הוא  לאֹ־אוֹיִֵ֣ב לֵ֔  וְׁ

or uses a stone, by which a man could die, throwing it at him without seeing him, so that he dies,  

while he was not his enemy or seeking his harm, (Num. 35:23) 

The expected reading would be אוֹת  תִי  רְׁ  .בִלְׁ

 The Negative Existential Particle אַיִן  11.5.2

 is classified as an adverb in the lexicons,  but it functions mainly as the negative of the אַיִן 

existential particle -it does not necessarily negate the word immediately fol ,לאֹ Contrary to .  יֵש

lowing it, but it may negate the copulative clause that it heads, or negate a verbal clause with the 

durative aspect which it heads. In that context, it may have a pronoun suffix as the subject of the 

clause, or in anticipation of the subject. It is linked to the word that follows by Maqqeph 153 times, 

by a conjunctive accent 521 times, by a near disjunctive 58 times, and by a remote disjunctive 56 

times. 

  may negate current tense copulative clauses (see § 13.1.2).47 אַיִן 

 

 

47 This doesn’t seem to apply to negative predicate nominative copulative clauses. 
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לִבוֹ    ֶּ֭ ל בְׁ ר נָבִָ֣ מִַ֤ ין אָ֘ יםאִֵ֣    אֱלֹהִֵּ֑

The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God."  (Psa. 14:1) 

[negated existential clause] 

ים וְׁ  אֱלֹהִֵּ֑ וֹךְ אֶת־הֶָֽ ךְ חֲנֹ֖ הַלֵֵ֥ נווַיִתְׁ ים׃   אֵינֶַּ֕ וֹ אֱלֹהִֶֽ ח אֹתֹ֖ י־לָָקֵַ֥  כִֶֽ

And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him. (Gen. 5:24) 

[negated existence with subject pronoun suffix] 

ין    אֵֵ֥ נווְׁ וֹב מִמֵֶּ֑ ל טִ֣ רָאֵֹ֖ י יִשְׁ נֵֵ֥ יש מִבְׁ    אִָ֛

There was not a man among the sons of Israel more handsome than he. (1 Sam. 9:2) 

[negated predicate adjective copulative clause] 

ק    תִי רַַ֚ רְׁ י אָמַָ֗ וֹם הַזֵֶּ֑האֵיןכִִ֣ ים בַמָקֹ֖ ת אֱלֹהִֵ֔ אִַ֣    ־יִרְׁ

Because I said, “Surely the fear of God is not in this place.” (Gen. 20:11) 

[negated predicate adverb copulative clause] 

אמֶר  ָֹ֗ ין  וַת מֶן׃אִֵ֣ וךְ שֶָֽ י אִם־אָסֵ֥ יִת כִֹ֖ ךֵ֥ כלֹ  בַבֵַ֔ חָתְׁ שִפְׁ  לְׁ

And she said, "Your maidservant has nothing in the house but a jar of oil." (2 Kgs. 4:2) 

[negated possessive copulative clause] 

ד׃      הּ וָלֶָֽ ין  לָֹ֖ ה אֵֵ֥ י עֲקָרֵָּ֑ י שָרַֹ֖ הִֵ֥  וַתְׁ
But Sarai was barren; she had no child. (Gen. 11:30) 

[negated possessive copulative clause, possessor is pronoun suffix]  

י אֵין וֹש כַיהוָֹ֖ה כִִ֣ ין   ־קָדֵ֥ ך וְׁ אִֵ֣ תֵֶּ֑ יןבִלְׁ ינו׃  אֵֵ֥ ור כֵאלֹהֵֶֽ  צֹ֖

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, For there is none besides You, 

 Nor is there any rock like our God. (1 Sam. 2:2) 

[two negated similarity copulative clauses]
48 

 may negate verbal clauses in the current tense and durative aspect (see § 5.6.5.3); in אַיִן 

this instance the verb is a participle. 

וֹ      הוָֹ֖ה אִתֵּ֑ ר יְׁ וֹ בַאֲשֵֶ֥ יָדֵ֔ ומָה  בְׁ א  ת־כָל־מְׁ ה אֶֶֽ הַר  ראִֶֹ֤ ר בֵית־הַסָֹ֗ ין׀ שִַ֣  אִֵ֣

The keeper of the prison never looked into anything that was under Joseph's authority,  

because the LORD was with him;  (Gen. 39:23) 

[negated verbal clause with durative aspect and named subject] 

ה  עֵֹ֔ ר פַרְׁ ה אָמִַ֣ ן  אֵינֶָ֛נִיכַֹ֚ בֶן׃  נֹתֵֵ֥ ם תֶֶֽ  לָכֶֹ֖

Thus says Pharaoh: “I am not giving you straw.” (Exod. 5:10) 
[negated verbal clause with durative aspect, subject is a pronoun suffix] 

 :may express the negative alternative to a stated proposition אַיִן 

נו אִם־ בֵֹ֖ קִרְׁ הוָָ֛ה בְׁ יִןהֲיֵֹּ֧ש יְׁ  ׃אֶָֽ
"Is the LORD among us or not?" (Exod. 17:7) 

 

48 The adjective וֹש  .functions as a noun קָדֵ֥
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 :may express a negative response to a yes/no question אַיִן 

תְׁ  רְׁ אָמֵַ֥ יש וְׁ ה אִֹ֖ ר הֲיֵֶֽש־פֵֹ֥ אָמַָ֛ ךְ וְׁ אֵלֵָ֗ יש יָב֜וֹא ושְׁ יִןאִם־אִ   ׃ אֶָֽ
If any man comes and inquires of you, and says,  

“Is there any man here?” you shall say, “No.” (Judg. 4:20) 

 :may simply negate what is anticipated from the context but is elided אַיִן 

יִם  וָ  ים מַ  שִֵ֥ בַקְׁ ים מְׁ יוֹנִ֜ הָאֶבְׁ ים וְׁ יִן הָעֲנִיִ  אֵַ֔  

The poor and needy seek water, but there is none (Isa. 41:17) 

ו  רִ֤ או וַיַעַבְׁ א מָצֵָּ֑ ִֹ֣ ל שָה וְׁ רֶץ־שָלִֹ֖ אֶֶֽ ר בְׁ רֶץ־שַעֲלִים  וָ וַיַעֲבֵֹ֥ אֶֶֽ יִן בְׁ  אֵַ֔

And he passed through the land of Shalisha, but they did not find them.  

Then they passed through the land of Shaalim, and nothing!.  (1 Sam. 9:4) 

תִי  11.5.3  The Negative of Exception בִלְׁ

תִי   is classified as an preposition in the lexicons,  but it functions as the sole negative for בִלְׁ

infinitives construct,49 and a negative of exception for nouns. Of the 112 instances of the word it 

is preceded by a preposition 96 times that shapes the nuance of the negation to suit the object of 

negation. It unites with the preposition  ְׁל to form the negative י תִֵ֥ בִלְׁ  87 times to negate (to not) לְׁ

an infinitive construct. It unites with the preposition י to form the negative   מִן תִַּ֞  (because not)   מִבִלְׁ

twice.50 It unites with the preposition  עַד   to form the negative   י תִֵ֥  7 times.51 It (until not)   עַד־בִלְׁ

is linked to the word it negates by Maqqeph 6 times, by a conjunctive accent 56 times, by a near 

disjunctive 44 times, and by a remote disjunctive 6 times. 

צָה   רְׁ ת אֵַ֔ שִחִֵ֣ שֶת אָחִיו  וְׁ א אֶל־אִֵ֤ ה אִם־בָ  הָיַָּ֞ יוְׁ תִֵ֥ בִלְׁ יו׃   לְׁ אָחִֶֽ תָן־זֶֶֹּֽ֖רַע לְׁ  נְׁ

So it was, whenever he went in to his brother’s wife, 

he would emit on the ground, to not give seed to his brother. (Gen. 38:9) 

י תִַּ֞ ם  מִבִלְׁ ע לָהֵֶּ֑ בִַ֣ רֶץ אֲשֶר־נִשְׁ ה אֶל־הָאָֹ֖ ם הַזֵֶ֔ הָבִיא  אֶת־הָעִָ֣ ה לְׁ הוָָ֗ לֶת יְׁ כִֹ֣  יְׁ

ר׃  בֶָֽ ם בַמִדְׁ חָטֵֹ֖  וַיִשְׁ

Because of the LORD’s not being able to bring this people to the land which He swore to give them, 

He slaughtered them in the wilderness. (Num. 14:16) 

 

49 See discussion of Numbers 35:23 above, for the one exception. 

50 Num. 14:16; Ezek. 16:28. 

51 Num. 21:35; Deut. 3:3; Josh. 8:22; 10:33; 11:8; 2 Kgs. 10:11; Job 14:12. 
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תִי   negates a noun with the meaning “except” or “unless.”52 בִלְׁ

י ו פָנֵַ֔ אִ֣ א־תִרְׁ ֶֹֽ י  ל תִֹ֖ ם׃ בִלְׁ כֶֶֽ ם אִתְׁ  אֲחִיכֵֶ֥

You shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.'" (Gen 43:3) 

תִי   .unexpectedly has a pronoun suffix בִלְׁ

ין   י אִֵ֣ וֹש כַיהוָֹ֖ה כִִ֣ ך אֵין־קָדֵ֥ תֵֶּ֑ ינו׃  בִלְׁ ור כֵאלֹהֵֶֽ ין צֹ֖ אֵֵ֥  וְׁ

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, For there is none besides You, 

 Nor is there any rock like our God. (1 Sam. 2:2) 

תִי   negates a finite verb 13 times:53 בִלְׁ

ים  א הָאֱלֹהִֵּ֑ ם בָֹ֖ כֵֶ֔ וֹת אֶתְׁ עֲבור  נַסִ֣ בֶַֽ י לְׁ  אַל־תִירָאו֒ כִָ֗

ם נֵיכֶֹ֖ וֹ עַל־פְׁ אָתָ֛ יֶֹּ֧ה יִרְׁ ור תִהְׁ י  ובַעֲבָ֗ תִֵ֥ בִלְׁ או׃  לְׁ  תֶחֱטֶָֽ

Do not fear; for God has come to test you,  

and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin." (Exod. 20:20) 

יד       וֹ שָרִֵּ֑ יר־לֹ֖ אִֶֽ י  הִשְׁ תִֵ֥ וֹ עַד־בִלְׁ אֶת־כָל־עַמֵ֔ אֶת־בָנָיו  וְׁ וֹ וְׁ ו אֹתִ֤  וַיַכ 
So they defeated him, his sons, and all his people, until there was no survivor left him; (Num. 21:35) 

תִי   :negates an adjective once בִלְׁ

וא ה הֵ֔ רִֶ֣ י אָמַר  מִקְׁ י   כִִ֤ תִֵ֥ וֹר׃בִלְׁ א טָהֶֽ ֵֹ֥ י־ל וא כִֶֽ וֹר הֹ֖  טָהָ֛

For he thought, "Something has happened to him;  

he is unclean, surely he is unclean. (1 Sam. 20:26) 

תִי  י   to form the compound adversative conjunction אִם unites with the conjunction בִלְׁ תִֵ֥ בִלְׁ

 54.(but, unless) אִם

י  נִֵ֣י אֲדנִֵֹ֔ אַר  לִפְׁ א נִשְׁ ִֹ֤ י אִםל תִֵ֥ נו׃ בִלְׁ מָתֵֶֽ אַדְׁ נו וְׁ וִיָתֵֹ֖  ־גְׁ

There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our lands. (Gen. 47:18) 

תִי   .strangely is the last word of the verse in Hos. 13:4, with apparently nothing to negate בִלְׁ

But surely the word should be parsed with a first person singular pronoun suffix, similar to the 

unambiguous instance of a pronoun suffix in 1 Sam. 2:2 above, as the translator do. 

 

52 Gen. 43:3, 5; Num. 32:12; Job 14:12; Isa. 14:6; Ezek. 16:28; Dan. 11:18. 

53 Exod. 20:20; Num. 21:35; Deut. 3:3; Josh. 8:22; 10:33; 11:8; 2 Sam. 14:14; 2 Kgs. 10:11; Isa. 44:10; Jer. 

23:14; 27:18; Ezek. 13:3. 

54 Gen. 47:18; Judg. 7:14; Amos 3:3, 4. 
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יִן יעַ אַֹ֖ ע ומוֹשִֵ֥ א תֵדֵָ֔ ִֹ֣ ולָתִי  ל ים זֶֽ י וֵאלֹהִִ֤ תִֶֽ  ׃ בִלְׁ
And you shall know no God but Me; For there is no Savior besides Me. (Hos. 13:4) 

 The Non-indicative Negative אַל  11.5.4

-is the negative of the non-indicative mood, being used primarily with verbs in the non אַל 

indicative mood. Of its 729 instances in the Bible, 696 negate non-indicative verbs. But it is found 

negating other parts of speech in a non-indicative environment. It is linked to the word it negates 

by Maqqeph 721 times, otherwise by a conjunctive accent.55 

ומָה    אֵּ֑ וֹ מְׁ עַש לֹ֖ עַר וְׁ אַל־תֵַ֥ ך  אֶל־הַנֵַ֔ ֶּֽדְׁ ח יֶָֽ לִַ֤ אמֶר אַל־תִשְׁ ָֹ֗  וַי

תָה    א אֱלֹהִים  אֵַ֔ רִֵ֤ י־יְׁ תִי כִֶֽ עְׁ ה יָדַָ֗ י׀ עַתִָ֣ כִִ֣  

And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, nor do anything to him;  

for now I know that you fear God. (Gen. 22:12) 

 When the verb would take the particle of polite entreaty נָא, the particle is nearly always 

attached to אַל instead.56 

וֹט     ם אֶל־לָ֗ רָ֜ אמֶר אַבְׁ  ֹ אאַל־וַי י  נָ  הִִ֤ יך תְׁ ין רעֵֶֹּ֑ י ובִֵ֣ ין רעַֹֹ֖ יך ובֵֵ֥ י ובֵינֵֶ֔ רִיבָה  בֵינִִ֣    מְׁ

o Abram said to Lot, "Please let there not be strife between you and me,  

and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen;  (Gen. 13:8) 

 may negate a noun phrase in a non-indicative environment.57 אַל 

ת      רומֵֹּ֑ י תְׁ דִֵ֣ ם ושְׁ ר עֲלֵיכֶֹ֖ ל וְׁ אַל ־מָטָָ֛ עַ  אַל־טַֹּ֧ בָֹ֗ י בַגִלְׁ  הָרִֵ֣

"O mountains of Gilboa, Let there be no dew nor rain upon you, Nor fields of offerings. (2 Sam. 1:21) 

י וְׁ  ו־מוסָרִֵ֥ חֶֽ ר׃ אַלקְׁ חֶָֽ וץ נִבְׁ עַת מֵחָרֵ֥ דַָ֗ ֜ סֶף וְׁ  ־כֵָּ֑

Receive my instruction, and not silver,  

And knowledge rather than choice gold; (Prov. 8:10) 

 may negate an emphatic adverbial phrase standing in prominence before the verb.58 אַל 

ה  הוָָ֗ ֶֽ ֶֽ אַל יְׁ נִי וְׁ ךֵ֥ תוֹכִיחֵֵּ֑ אַפְׁ נִי׃ אַל־בְׁ רֵֶֽ יַסְׁ ךֵ֥ תְׁ  ־בַחֲמָתְׁ

O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your anger,  

Nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure. (Psa. 6:2) 

 

55 For the exceptions, see 1 Sam. 2:24; 2 Kgs. 3:13; Job 24:25. 

56 Gen. 13:8; 18:3, 30, 32; 47:29; Num. 10:31; 12:11, 12; 22:16; Judg. 6:18; 1 Sam. 3:17; 25:25; 2 Sam. 

13:25; 14:18; Job 32:21; Jer. 44:4; Jon. 1:14. See Judg. 19:23 for the exception. 

57 See also 1 Sam. 13:12, 16; Job 24:25; Psa. 83:2; Prov. 8:10; 12:28; 17:12; 27:2; Isa. 62:6; Jer. 47:6; Joel 

2:13. 

58 See also Psa. 38:2; Prov. 31:4; Jer. 10:24; 15:15. 
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The psalmist did not ask the Lord not to rebuke and chasten him, but that He not do so in His anger 

and displeasure. 

 This even occurs with a non-emphatic adverb phrase in a non-indicative context. 

יך וְׁ  וֹתֶָ֗ בִי אֶל־עֵדְׁ להַט־לִֶּ֭ צַע׃   אִַ֣  אֶל־בֶָֽ

Incline my heart to Your testimonies, And not to covetousness. (Psa. 119:36) 

 .may stand alone as a denial without a verb, it being understood from the context אַל 

ל  רָאֵֵ֔ לֶךְ יִשְׁ אמֶר לוֹ  מִֶ֣ ִֹ֤ לוַי לֶה  אַָ֗ ים הָאֵֵ֔ לָכִִ֣ שֶת  הַמְׁ לֹ  הוָה  לִשְׁ א יְׁ י־קָרִָ֤  כִֶֽ

ב׃  יַד־מוֹאֶָֽ ם בְׁ ת אוֹתָֹ֖  לָתֵֵ֥

But the king of Israel said to him, "No, for the LORD has called these three kings together  

 to deliver them into the hand of Moab." (2 Kgs. 3:13) 

It may also do so with a vocative noun phrase indicating the person(s) to whom the prohibition is 

addressed.59 

י    תִֹ֖ בִלְׁ נָה לְׁ עָגֵֵ֔ יש הֲלָהֵן  תֵֶֽ אִֵּ֑ וֹת לְׁ ל הֱיִ֣ י  אִַ֣ נֹתַָ֗    בְׁ

Would you restrain yourselves from having husbands? No, my daughters; (Ruth 1:13) 

 A Poetic Negative בַל   11.5.5

 is classified as an adverb, but it functions as a negative in poetry. Of its 73 instances in בַל 

the Bible, 65 negate a finite verb. The word links with the word it negates by Maqqeph 72 times, 

and by a near disjunctive accent once (see Psa. 32:9 below). 

פוֹרָשָָ֗  בַהּ אֶַּ֭ גִֹ֣ יו׃ בַל ע כְׁ זִמוֹתֶָֽ ים כָל־מְׁ לֹהִָ֗ ין אֱ֜ ש אֵֵ֥ רֵֹּ֑  ־יִדְׁ

The wicked in his proud countenance does not seek God;  

God is in none of his thoughts. (Psa. 10:4) 

ל וֹן תֵבֵֹ֖ רֶץ אַף־תִכֵ֥ פָנָיו  כָל־הָאֵָ֔ ילו מִלְׁ וֹט׃ בַל חִִ֤  ־תִמֶֽ

Tremble before Him, all the earth. The world also is firmly established,  

It shall not be moved. (1Chr. 16:30) 

 :negates a noun four times בַל 

אש ֜ ָֹ֗ וֹד־ר נֶֽ שָל בַגוֹיִֵּ֑ם מְׁ נו מֶָּ֭ שִימִֵ֣ ים׃ בַל תְׁ מִֶֽ  ־אֻׁ

You make us a byword among the nations, 

A shaking of the head among the peoples. (Psa. 44:15) 

 

59 See also Judg. 19:23; 1 Sam. 2:24; 2 Sam. 13:12, 25; 2 Kgs. 4:16; 
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But the text has variant readings here. Many manuscripts and the Bomberg text read ים מִֶֽ אֻׁ  בַלְׁ

(among the nations) here; this reading makes sense, whereas the BHS text is obscure. The transla-

tors rightly follow the Bomberg text here. The same textual problem occurs also at Psa. 57:10; 

108:4, and 149:7. 

 negates an adverb phrase twice.60 בַל 

י  תָה ט֜וֹבָתִָ֗ יהוָה אֲדנִָֹ֣י אֵָּ֑ תְׁ לֶֶַּֽ֭ רְׁ יך׃ בַלאָמִַ֣  ־עָלֶֶֽ

O my soul, you have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, 

My goodness is nothing apart from You." (Psa. 16:2) 

 :even negates an adjective phrase once בַל 

כֵר־פָנִֹ֖  ים הֶַֽ חֲכָמִֵּ֑ לֶה לֶַֽ ט גַם־אֵֵ֥ פִָ֣ מִשְׁ וֹב׃ בַל ים בְׁ  ־טֶֽ

These things also belong to the wise: It is not good to show partiality in judgment. (Prov. 24:23) 

 :even negates an infinitive construct in a non-indicative environment בַל 

וֹם לֵּ֑ וֹ לִבְׁ יִ֣ סֶן עֶדְׁ תֶג־וָרִֶ֣ מֶֶֽ ין בְׁ בִֵ֥ ין הִָּ֫ פֶרֶד  אִֵ֤ וס כְׁ סֵ֥ ו׀ כְׁ יִ֤ הְׁ ל אַל־תִֶֽ ָ֗ יך׃  בַ֜ ב אֵלֶֶֽ רִֹ֣  קְׁ

Do not be like the horse or like the mule, Which have no understanding,  

Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, Else they will not come near you. (Psa. 32:9) 

לִי  11.5.6  The Deficit Negative בְׁ

לִי   ,עַל and מִן is classified as an adverb, but it functions in combination with prepositions בְׁ

to form the compound conjunctions 61י בְל  י and מ   both meaning “because.” It functions in 62,עַל־בְל 

combination with preposition מִן and the relative pronoun ר -to form the compound conjunc אֲשֶֹּ֧

tion ר י אֲשֶֹּ֧ לִַּ֞  ,כְׁ  ,בְׁ  meaning “except that”63 (see § 9.2.3g). In combination with the preposition  מִבְׁ

and  ְׁל, it forms the compound negatives לִי לִי  64,בִבְׁ לִי and meaning “without.” The word  66  65,כִבְׁ לִבְׁ

links to the word it negates by Maqqeph 25 times, by a conjunctive accent 21 times, and 12 times 

otherwise. 

 

60 See also Prov. 23:7. 

61 Exod. 14:11; Deut. 9:28; 28:55; 2 Kgs. 1:3, 6, 16; Job 4:11, 20; 6:6; 18:15; 24:7, 8; 31:19; Eccl. 3:11; Isa. 

5:13; Jer. 2:15; 9:9, 10, 11; Lam. 1:4; Ezek. 14:15; 34:5; Hos. 4:6; Zeph. 3:6*2. 

62 Gen. 31:20. 

63 Eccl. 3:11. 

64 Deut. 4:42; 19:4; Josh. 20:3, 5; Job 35:16. 

65 Job 36:12. 

66 Job 38:41; 41:25; Isa. 5:14. 
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יהו צֶה־פִֵּ֑ בֶל יִפְׁ אִיוֹב הִֶ֣ ֶּ֭ לִי וְׁ ר׃ בִבְׁ בִֶֽ ין יַכְׁ עַת מִלִֵ֥ ֜  ־דַָ֗

Therefore Job opens his mouth in vain; He multiplies words without knowledge." (Job 35:16) 

ו  עָ֗ וְׁ יִגְׁ ֜ רו וְׁ לַח יַעֲבֵֹּ֑ שִֶ֣ לִי בְׁ עַת׃כִבְׁ  ־דֶָֽ

They shall perish by the sword, And they shall die without knowledge. (Job 36:12) 

ו  עָשָ֗ וֹ הֶ֜ לֵּ֑ ר מָשְׁ ין־עַל־עָפֵָ֥ לִילִ אֵֶֽ ת׃  בְׁ ־חֶָֽ  

On earth there is nothing like him, Which is made without fear. (Job 41:33) 

 Otherwise, לִי  ”.functions alone as a negative for nouns meaning ‘without בְׁ

תִי לְׁ חָהּ אָכִַ֣ לִי אִם־כֶֹּ֭ תִי׃ בְׁ חְׁ יהָ הִפֶָֽ עָלִֶ֣ נֶֹ֖פֶש בְׁ סֶף וְׁ  ־כֵָּ֑

If I have eaten its fruit without money, Or caused its owners to lose their lives; (Job 31:39) 

And with a participle, meaning “not.”   

ים  בָרִֵּ֑ ין דְׁ אִֵ֣ מֶר וְׁ ין־אֶֹּ֭ י אֵֶֽ לִָ֗ ם׃  בְׁ֜ ע קוֹלֶָֽ מֵָ֥  נִשְׁ

There is no speech nor language Where their voice is not heard. (Psa. 19:3) 

לִי   functions alone as a negative with a finite verb.67 בְׁ

רֶב  ימַשִיגִֵ֣הו חֶֶּ֭ לִִ֣ יֶָֽה׃  בְׁ שִרְׁ ע וְׁ ית מַסִָ֣ ום חֲנִֹ֖  תָקֵּ֑

Though the sword reaches him, it cannot avail;  

Nor does spear, dart, or javelin. (Job 41:26) 

 The word לִי  ”.in Isa. 38:17 is parsed as a noun meaning “destruction בְׁ

 The Nothing Negative אֶפֶס  11.5.7

רֶץ is a noun meaning “an end or extremity.”68 It frequently refers to אֶפֶס  סֵי־אֵָּ֑  the“ אַפְׁ

ends of the earth.”69 It is used idiomatically in the repeated expression: וֹד י עֵּ֑ סִִ֣ אַפְׁ י וְׁ  I am, and“  אֲנִֹ֖

there is no one else besides me.”70 It combines with the conjunction כִי to form the compound 

conjunction י כִֶ֠ פֶס   meaning “however”71 (see § 9.2.3d). Otherwise, the word has the general ,אֶָ֗

sense of “nothing” and is used idiomatically as a negative. 

 

67 See also Isa. 14:6; 32:10; Hos. 8:7. 

68 BDB, p.67; HALOT, p. 79. 

69 Deut. 33:17; 1 Sam. 2:10; Psa. 2:8; 22:28; 59:14; 67:8; 72:8; 98:3; Prov. 30:4; Isa. 45:22; 52:10; Jer. 16:19; 

Mich. 5:3; Zech. 9:10. See also Num. 23:13 

70 Isa. 47:8, 10; Zep. 2:15. 

71 Num. 13:28; Deut. 15:4; Judg. 4:9; 2 Sam. 12:14; Amos 9:8. 
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ו בְׁ    לָ֗ יִכְׁ רֶג וַ֜ לו מִנִי־אֵָּ֑ י קֶַּ֭ פֶסיָמִַ֣ ה׃  אִֶ֣ וֶָֽ תִקְׁ  

"My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, And are spent without hope. (Job 7:6) 

ם רָב־עֵָ֥ לֶךְ ובְׁ   בְׁ רַת־מֵֶּ֑ פֶסהַדְׁ וֹן׃   אֵֶ֥ ת רָזֶֽ חִתֵַ֥ ם מְׁ אָֹ֗  לְׁ֜

In a multitude of people is a king's honor,  

But in the lack of people is the downfall of a prince. (Prov. 14:28) 

ך  תֵֶּ֑ י מַצֻׁ שֵֹ֖ ם אַנְׁ צָאֵֵ֔ א תִמְׁ ִֹ֣ ל שֵם  וְׁ בַקְׁ  תְׁ

יִן וכְׁ   אַָ֛ ו כְׁ יֵ֥ פֶסיִהְׁ ך׃  אֶֹ֖ תֶֶֽ חַמְׁ י מִלְׁ שֵֵ֥  אַנְׁ

You shall seek them and not find them-- Those who contended with you.  

Those who war against you Shall be as nothing, As nothing. (Isa. 41:12) 

ד ובְׁ  ל־שַר־שָרִים  יַעֲמֵֹ֔ עִַ֤ פֶסוְׁ ר׃  אֵֶ֥  יָֹ֖ד יִשָבֵֶֽ

He shall even rise against the Prince of princes;  

But he shall be broken without hand. (Dan. 8:25) 

11.6 Relatives 

 Hebrew has three words that function as relative pronouns: אֲשֶר (5,501 times),  ַ137) ש 

times), and זו (15 times). While they are classified as relative pronouns, at least אֲשֶר may be 

thought of as a conjunction linking a dependent clause to a constituent of an independent clause 

as a modifier (see § 14.3.3). In fact, אֲשֶר joins with certain prepositions and other words to form 

compound subordinating conjunctions that function between clauses (see § 9.1).  

ש דֵָּ֑ הּ יִקְׁ שָרָֹ֖ ע בִבְׁ ל אֲשֶר־יִגֵַ֥  כָֹ֛

רוַ  גֶד אֲשֶ  יהָ  אֲשֶר   יִזִֶ֤ה מִדָמָהּ  עַל־הַבֵֶ֔  יִזִֶ֣ה עָלֵֶ֔

וֹם  מָקֵ֥ ס בְׁ כַבֵֹ֖ ש׃ תְׁ  קָדֶֹֽ

Everyone who touches its flesh must be holy.  

And when its blood is sprinkled on any garment upon which it is sprinkled,  

you shall wash that on which it was sprinkled, in a holy place. (Lev. 6:27) 

The first ר  .functions as a conjunction and the second as a relative pronoun אֲשֶׁ

11.6.1 Forms Conjunctions 

-joins with certain prepositions and other words to form compound subordinating con אֲשֶר 

junctions that function between clauses. Table 11.6 lists the compound conjunction with אֲשֶר and 

their associated meaning. And ר  .functions alone at times as a conjunction אֲשֶׁ

11.6.2 As a Relative Pronoun 

 When ר  functions as a relative pronoun, its clause usually stands immediately after the אֲשֶׁ

last word of the noun phrase it modifies and becomes part of that phrase; in so doing it becomes 
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embedded into the sentence of which the noun phrase is a part. The word preceding  is linked to 

by Maqqeph 253 times, by a conjunctive accent 469 times, by a near disjunctive 1,680 times, and 

by a remote disjunctive 2,252 times. The stronger division is expected because the relative pronoun 

clause occurs at the end of the phrase it modifies. 

Table 11.6 

Compound Conjunctions With  אֲשֶר 

Conjunction Meaning Conjunction Meaning 

אַחֲרֵי אֲשֶר  after  עַל אֲשֶר because 

כַאֲשֶר  when    נֵי אֲשֶר מִפְׁ  because 

עַד אֲשֶר  until  עֵקֶב אֲשֶר because 

תַחַת אֲשֶר  because  מַעַן אֲשֶר  in order that לְׁ

לִי אֲשֶר  as soon as אַחֲרֵי כַאֲשֶר   except that מִבְׁ

בַאֲשֶר  because  יַעַן אֲשֶר because 

מֵאֲשֶר since   

תָה  ם אֵָּ֑ י עֵירֹֹ֖ ךֵ֔ כִֵ֥ יד לְׁ י הִגִִ֣ אמֶר מִַ֚ ַֹּ֕  וַי

ץהֲמִן־ ר  הָעֵָ֗ תָ  אֲשֶֹּ֧ לְׁ נו אָכֶָֽ י אֲכָל־מִמֶֹ֖ תִֵ֥ בִלְׁ יך לְׁ  ׃ צִוִיתִָ֛
And He said, "Who told you that you were naked?  

Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?" (Gen. 3:11) 

ן  ם בֵֵּ֑ רָֹ֖ אַבְׁ לֶד הָגָָ֛ר לְׁ  וַתֵֹּ֧

ם שֶם־  רָֹּ֧ א אַבְׁ רָ  וֹ וַיִקְׁ נָ֛ אל׃ אֲשֶר בְׁ מָעֵֶֽ ה הָגָֹ֖ר יִשְׁ דֵָ֥  ־יָלְׁ

So Hagar bore Abram a son;  

and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. (Gen. 16:15) 

ר כַ  פֵָ֔ ין מִסְׁ מַלֵיהֶם  אִֵ֣ לִגְׁ וֹלוְׁ בשֶ  חָ֛ ת הַיָֹ֖ם לָרֶֹֽ פֵַ֥  ׃ עַל־שְׁ
And their camels were without number, as the sand which is by the seashore in multitude. (Judg. 7:12) 

ק יך רַֹּ֧ דָשֶָ֛ א אֲשֶר קֶָֽ יך תִשִָ֣ דָרֵֶּ֑ ךֹ֖ ונְׁ ו לְׁ יֵ֥  ־יִהְׁ

אתָ אֶל־ וֹםובֵָ֔ ה׃ אֲשֶר הַמָקֹ֖ הוֶָֽ ר יְׁ חֵַ֥  ־יִבְׁ

"Only the holy things which you have, and your vowed offerings, you shall take  

and go to the place which the LORD chooses. (Deut. 12:26) 
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ב    רַ֜ א־יִקְׁ ֶֹֽ ר ל מַעַן אֲשֶ  ר  לְֶׁ֠ יש זָָ֗ שֶר  אִִ֣ וא  אֲֶ֠ א מִזִֶֶּֽ֤רַע אַהֲרןֹ  הֵ֔ ִֹ֣ ל  

הוֵָּ֑ה   נִֵ֣י יְׁ רֶת לִפְׁ טֹֹ֖ יר קְׁ טִֵ֥ הַקְׁ לְׁ  

that no outsider, who is not a descendant of Aaron,  

should come near to offer incense before the LORD,  (Num. 16:40) 

ד  אֵֹּ֑ ךֹ֖ מְׁ ת מִמְׁ חֹקֵֹ֥ ים הָרְׁ עָרִֵ֔ כָל־הִֶ֣ ן תַעֲשֶה  לְׁ  כִֵ֤

ר נָה׃   אֲשֶָ֛ לֶה הֵֶֽ וֹיִם־הָאֵֹ֖ י הַגֶֽ  לאֹ־מֵעָרֵֵ֥

Thus you shall do to all the cities very far from you,  

which are not of the cities of these nations. (Deut. 20:15) 

תָ      לְׁ ו גָאֵָּ֑ ךֹ֖ עַם־ זִ֣ דְׁ חַסְׁ יתָ בְׁ  נָחִֵ֥
You in Your mercy have led forth The people whom You have redeemed. (Exod. 15:13) 

The phrase being modified may be simply a pronoun or even a pronoun suffix. 

ם  י הֵֵ֔ י־עֲבָדִַ֣ יִם אֲשֶרכִֶֽ רֵָּ֑ רֶץ מִצְׁ ם מֵאִֶ֣ אתִי אֹתָֹ֖  ־הוֹצֵֵ֥

בֶ  רֶת עֶָֽ כֵֶ֥ ו מִמְׁ רֹ֖ א יִמָכְׁ ֵֹ֥  ד׃ ל

For My servants are they, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt;  

they shall not be sold as slaves. (Lev. 25:42) 

ך  הַיוֹם֒     צַוְׁ י מְׁ ר  אָנֹכִִ֣ הּ אֲשֶ  את לַעֲשתָָֹ֗ ֹ֜ ה הַז וָ  מֹר  אֶת־כָל־הַמִצְׁ י־תִשְׁ  כִֶֽ

And if you keep all these commandments and do them, which I command you today (Deut. 19:9) 

When the relative pronoun clause modifies an unspecified entity, it stands in place of the elided 

entity. 

כָה־נִָ֤  לְׁ י אֵֶֽ מִָ֗ ל־נָעֳּ ה אֶֶֽ ות הַמוֹאֲבִיָ֜  א הַשָדֶה  וַתאֹמֶר  ר 

ה בַ  טִָ֣ יםוַאֲלַקֳּ לִֵ֔ ר שִבֳּ ר  אַחַַּ֕ עֵינֵָּ֑יו  אֲשֵֶ֥ ן בְׁ צָא־חֵֹ֖  אֶמְׁ

So Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let me go to the field,  

and glean heads of grain after him in whose sight I may find favor.” (Ruth 2:2) 

ל    ם אִֶ֤ ה אֶת־הָעָָ֗ חִֵ֣ ה לִֵ֣ךְ׀ נְׁ עַתַָּ֞ ךְ ־אֲשֶר וְׁ תִי  לֵָ֔ רְׁ דִבַ   

פָנֵֶּ֑יך   י יֵלִֵ֣ךְ לְׁ אָכִֹ֖ הִנֵֵ֥ה מַלְׁ  

"Now therefore, go, lead the people to the place of which I have spoken to you.  

Behold, My Angel shall go before you.  (Exod. 32:34) 

וא ם הַ֚ אמֶר אֲלֵהֶָ֗ ִֹ֣ ר  וַי ה   אֲשִֶ֣ הוֵָ֔ ר יְׁ ר  דִבִֶ֣ יהוָֹ֖ה מָחֵָּ֑ דֶש לֶַֽ וֹן שַבַת־קָֹ֛  שַבָתֹּ֧

ת  ו־אֲשֶראִֵ֣ ו אֵפָ֗ ת   תאֹפַּ֞ אִֵ֤ רוְׁ לו ־אֲשֶֶֽ לו  בַשֵֵ֔ בַשְׁ  תְׁ

קֶר׃  רֶת עַד־הַבֶֹֽ מֶֹ֖ מִשְׁ ם לְׁ יחו לָכֶָ֛ ף הַנִֹּ֧ עדֵֵֹ֔ אֵת  כָל־הִָ֣  וְׁ

Then he said to them, “This is that which the LORD has said: 

‘Tomorrow is a Sabbath rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD.  

Bake that which you will bake today, and boil that which you will boil;  

and lay up for yourselves all that remains, to be kept until morning.” (Exod. 16:23) 



Chapter 11 The Syntactic Attributes of Particles 308 

 

  

וא  ם כֶן־הֵּ֑ רֵיכֶֹ֖ דִבְׁ ה כְׁ אמֶר גַם־עַתֵָ֥ ַֹּ֕  וַי

ר א אִתוֹ   אֲשֶ  ם׃ יִמָצִֵ֤ קִיִֶֽ ו נְׁ יֵ֥ ם תִהְׁ אַתֶֹ֖ בֶד וְׁ י עֵָ֔ יֶה־לִִ֣  יִהְׁ

And he said, "Now also let it be according to your words;  

he with whom it is found shall be my slave, and you shall be blameless." (Gen. 44:10) 

 There may be more than one relative pronoun dependent clause modifying the same con-

stituent, forming a compound modifier: 

יִם  י הַשָמַָ֗ הוִָ֣ה׀ אֱלֹהִֵ֣ ר יְׁ ית אָבִי    אֲשֶ  נִי מִבִֵ֣ קָחַ֜ תִי֒ לְׁ וֹלַדְׁ רֶץ מֶֽ  ומֵאִֶ֣

ר י וַאֲשֶ  ר   דִבֶר־לִ֜ את  וַאֲשִֶ֤ ֵֹּ֑ רֶץ הַז ן אֶת־הָאִָ֣ עֲךֵ֔ אֶתֵֹ֖ רְׁ זַ  ר לְׁ ע־לִי  לֵאמֵֹ֔ בֶַֽ שְׁ  נִֶֽ

וא ם׃ הָ֗ י מִשֶָֽ נִֹ֖ ה לִבְׁ תֵָ֥ אִשָָ֛ לָקַחְׁ יך וְׁ פָנֵֶ֔ אָכוֹ  לְׁ ח מַלְׁ לִַ֤  יִשְׁ

The LORD God of heaven, who took me from my father's house and from the land of my family, 

and who spoke to me and who swore to me, saying, “To your descendants I give this land,” 

He will send His angel before you,  

and you shall take a wife for my son from there. (Gen. 24:7) 

This lengthy noun phrase is the subject of the sentence, functioning as casus pendens; its role as 

subject is resumed by the pronoun וא  .הָ֗

כָל־ ׀ וְׁ סֶל  ִ֣ פִֶ֣  ךֵ֥ ה־לְׁ עֲשֶ  א תֶַֽ ִ֣ ֶֹֽ ֵ֔הל מונֶָּ֡ ר  תְׁ ִ֣ עַל  אֲשִֶ֤ ֵ֔ ׀ מִמֶַּ֡ יִם  מִַ֣  בַשָ 

ר   אֲשֵֶ֥ חַת  וֶַֽ ֵּ֑֜ רֶץ מִתַָ  בָאָֹ֖ 

ר ִ֣ רֶץ וַאֲשֵֶ֥ חַת לָאֶָָֽ֗ ִ֣ יִם׀ מִתֵַ֥ ִ֣  ׃ בַמַֹ֖
You shall not make for yourself a carved image,  

or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above,  

or that is in the earth beneath, 

 or that is in the water under the earth; (Exod. 20:4) 

This lengthy noun phrase is part of a compound predicate complement. 

 While the relative pronoun clause usually occurs at the end of the phrase it modifies, occa-

sionally it may be postponed by intervening constituents. 

הֲנִים  אֶת־ כֶֹֽ ן הֶַֽ י אַהֲרִֹ֤ נֵ  רִיבו בְׁ הִקְׁ ֶ֠ ם וְׁ  הַדֵָ֔

ם עַל־  ו אֶת־הַדִָ֤ ק  זָרְׁ חַ  וְׁ בֵ  יב  הַמִזְׁ ד־אֲשֶר סָבִֵ֔ הֶל מוֹעֵֶֽ תַח אֵֹ֥  ׃ פֶֹ֖
And Aaron's sons, the priests, shall bring the blood  

and sprinkle the blood all around on the altar  

that is by the door of the tabernacle of meeting. (Lev. 1:5) 

ינו הוִָ֤ה אֲדנֵָֹ֗ רֶץ יְׁ כָל־הָאֵָּ֑ ך בְׁ מְׁ יר שִֶּ֭ ה־אַדִִ֣  מֶָֽ

ר יִם אֲשֵֶ֥ ךָ֗ עַל־הַשָמֶָֽ ה ה֜וֹדְׁ נֵָ֥  ׃תְׁ
O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth,  

Who has set Your glory above the heavens! (Psa. 8:1) 
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11.7 The Direct Object Marker 

 The direct object marker אֵת is untranslatable in English, occurring 10,978 times in the 

Bible. Of these 1,712 have pronoun suffixes and serve as independent accusative pronouns (see § 

10.2.2). The remaining 9,266 stand alone at the head of a noun phrase or equivalent, marking the 

phrase as accusative and thus the direct object of a transitive verb; they link to the first word of the 

phrase by Maqqeph 8,225 times, by a conjunctive accent 355 times, by a near disjunctive 663 

times, and by a remote disjunctive 23 times. The disjunctive accents usually anticipate a longer 

phrase. 

יש  עֲזָב־אִֵ֔ יו־אֶתעַל־כֵן  יֶַֽ ו־אֶתוְׁ  אָבִֹ֖  אִמֵּ֑

ד׃  ר אֶחֶָֽ בָשֵָ֥ ו לְׁ הָיֹ֖ וֹ וְׁ תֵ֔ אִשְׁ ק בְׁ דָבִַ֣  וְׁ

Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother  

and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. (Gen. 2:24) 

שֶב ת וַיַָּ֕ ֵּ֑ש   אֵֹ֖ כֻׁ  כָל־הָרְׁ

גַם   שוֹ  ־אֶת וְׁ כֻׁ יו ורְׁ וֹט אָחִִ֤ יב ל    הֵשִֵ֔

ם  גֵַ֥ ים וְׁ ־אֶת וְׁ ם־אֶתהַנָשִֹ֖  ׃ הָעֶָֽ
So he brought back all the goods,  

and also brought back his brother Lot and his goods,  

as well as the women and the people. (Gen. 14:16) 

This includes adjectives functioning as a noun: 

ךֵ֔  ֶּֽדְׁ חַ  יֶָֽ לֹ  אתָ לִשְׁ א יָרֵֵ֔ ִֹ֣ יךְ ל ד אֵַ֚ יו דָוִֵּ֑ אמֶר אֵלָֹ֖ ֵֹ֥  וַי

ת  שַחֵֹ֖ ה־אֶתלְׁ הוֶָֽ יחַ יְׁ שִֵ֥  ׃ מְׁ
So David said to him, "How was it you were not afraid to put forth your hand  

to destroy the LORD'S anointed?" (2 Sam. 1:14) 

 

 

ו  בִ֣ ה ־אֶתעָזְׁ הוָָ֗ ו  יְׁ אֲצָ֛ ל ־ אֶתנִֶֽ רָאֵֹ֖ וֹש יִשְׁ דֵ֥ וֹר׃ קְׁ רו אָחֶֽ  נָזֵֹ֥

They have forsaken the LORD, They have provoked to anger The Holy One of Israel,  

They have turned away backward. (Isa. 1:4) 

This also includes participles functioning as nouns: 

וא     ת הַהִֹ֖ ם  בָעֵֵ֥ טֵיכֵֶ֔ פְׁ  וָאֲצַוֶה  אֶת־שִֹ֣
Then I commanded your judges at that time,  (Deut. 1:16) 

ל     י נַהֲלֵֹּ֑ בֵֹ֖ וֹן  וְׁ אֶת־יוֹשְׁ רֵ֔ י קִטְׁ בִֵ֣ א הוֹרִיש  אֶת־יוֹשְׁ ִֹ֤ ן ל בולָֻׁ֗  זְׁ
Nor did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants of Kitron or the inhabitants of Nahalol; (Judg. 1:30) 

This also includes interrogative pronouns: 
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ה    הוָָ֗ ד אֶת־יְׁ ם לַעֲבִֹ֣ עֵינֵיכֶ֜ ֶֽ ע בְׁ אִם  רַ  וְׁ  

ם הַיוֹם    ו לָכִֶ֣ י תַעֲבדֹון֒־אֶת בַחֲר     מִִ֣

And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD,  

choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,  (Josh. 24:15) 

ה  ם הַזֶ֜ ך  הָעָ  אָלְׁ כִי־יִשְׁ הוֵָּ֑ה וְׁ א יְׁ ר מַה־מַשָֹ֖ וֹ־כהֵֹן  לֵאמֵֹ֔ יא אֶֽ וֹ־הַנָבִִ֤  אֶֽ

תִָ֤ אֲלֵיהֶם   אָמַרְׁ א־אֶתוְׁ ה׃  מַה־מַשֵָ֔ הוֶָֽ ם־יְׁ אֻׁ ם נְׁ כֶֹ֖ י אֶתְׁ תִֵ֥ נָטַשְׁ  וְׁ

So when these people or the prophet or the priest ask you, saying, `What is the oracle of the LORD?' 

you shall then say to them, `What oracle?' I will even forsake you," says the LORD. (Jer. 23:33) 

This also includes infinitives construct functioning as a gerund:72 

תִי וְׁ  עְׁ ךֵ֥ ובאֲֹךֹ֖ יָדֵָּ֑ צֵאתְׁ ךָ֛ וְׁ תְׁ שִבְׁ תוְׁ י  אֵֹ֖ ךֵ֥ אֵלֶָֽ רַגֶזְׁ תְׁ  ׃ הִֶֽ
"But I know your dwelling place, Your going out and your coming in,  

And your rage against Me. (Isa. 37:28) 

Finally, it includes negated noun phrases: 

י  תִֹ֖ חַמְׁ רִֶֽ רֶץ וְׁ יהָ לִי  בָאֵָ֔ תִִ֤ רַעְׁ מָה ־אֶתוזְׁ חֵָּ֑ א רֻׁ ִֹ֣  ל

י  תִִ֤ אָמַרְׁ י׃ וְׁ ר אֱלֹהֶָֽ וא יאֹמֵַ֥ הֹ֖ תָה וְׁ א־עַמִי  עַמִי־אֵַ֔ ֶֹֽ ל  לְׁ

Then I will sow her for Myself in the earth,  

And I will have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy;  

Then I will say to those who were not My people, “You are My people!”  

And they shall say, “You are my God!” (Hos. 2:23) 

 

 This concludes the study of Hebrew parts of speech. The next chapter discusses the syn-

tactic structure of the kernel clauses of Hebrew discourse. 

 

72 See also 2 Kgs. 19:27; 2 Chr. 31:17. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 12 

The Syntax of Hebrew Kernel Clauses 

 Up to this point, the parts of speech of Hebrew have been thoroughly defined and illus-

trated. The study now moves to define and illustrate how the parts of speech are arranged to form 

the kernel clauses of Hebrew discourse. 

 A clause consists of a subject and a predicate composed of a verb and its complement(s) if 

any. The syntax of all clauses in Hebrew can be explained on the basis of transformations on the 

structure of a small set of kernel clauses. By definition a kernel clause is a basic clause the structure 

of which is defined by phrase structure rules. It is in the active voice, indicative mood, declarative 

mode, with subject-verb-object word order.1 A kernel clause has no expressed emphasis or prom-

inence. It has no elided elements and no adjuncts, and employs no pronoun substitution. All He-

brew sentences are either kernel clauses or they are the product of one or more transformations on 

kernel clauses or sentences. This chapter defines the phrase structure rules of the kernel clauses of 

Hebrew. There are two basic types of kernel clauses: (1) the copulative clauses, and (2) the verbal 

clauses. The constituents of a sentence are expected to be semantically related and consistent with 

reality or at least possibility. 

12.1 Copulative Clauses  

 Copulative clauses are those that employ the copulative verb “BE” (הָיָה) or its equivalent2 

in its various functions in the language. They are used primarily for definitions, identifications, 

and descriptions. There are seven kinds of copulative clauses in Hebrew: (1) Existential clauses, 

 

1 Throughout the discussion of kernel clauses, except for the existential ones, the default word order is re-

garded as subject-verb-object (SVO). This view is supported by Randall Buth (“Word Order in the Verbless Clause,” 

in Cynthia L. Miller, ed., The Verbless Clause in Biblical Hebrew, Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1999, p. 107); and 

by Vincent DeCaen, “Verbal and Verbless Clauses within Government-Binding Theory,” in Miller, p.117, fn. 22). 

2 See discussion of the copulative verb in § 5.4.1. 
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(2) classification clauses, (3) identity clauses, (4) attribute clauses, (5) predicate adverb clauses, 

(6) possession clauses, (7) and similarity clauses. 

12.1.1 Existential Clauses  

Existential clauses declare the existence of one or more members of a class, or they declare 

new classes. They are also used to declare the existence of characteristics and their associated 

values.  

The syntax of the existential clause is3  

 (Rule 1)  Se = Ve + Ns  

The rule is interpreted to read: An existential clause (Se) consists of (=) an existential verb (Ve) 

followed by (+) its subject noun phrase (Ns). In an existential clause, Ns is a nondeterminate noun 

(or noun phrase).4 Ve is הָיָה in the general situation where tense, aspect, or mood must be ex-

pressed. יֵש is used in the special instance where these attributes are already defined for the given 

context, and the clause does not introduce any new values for them, that is, the clause is in the 

current tense, aspect, and mood of the immediate context.  When הָיָה is used, there must be agree-

ment of number, gender, and person between Ve and Ns. The clause is used to declare the existence 

of Ns previously not defined or not known. In the surface structure of existing examples, Ns usually 

is a noun phrase.5 This is true because a declaration of simple existence is rather uninteresting by 

itself. It may be assumed that most common nouns are part of the knowledge shared by the author 

with his audience. Thus the existence of such common nouns does not need to be declared. Con-

sequently, a declaration of simple existence may be assumed to underlie the introduction of any 

 

3 The symbols of all rules mark the syntactic slot of the designated part of speech, and are in English order, 

and should be read from left to right. Obviously the order is reversed when applied to the Hebrew clauses. This ar-

rangement has proven less confusing in an English text than to have the symbols in Hebrew order. A symbol, such as 

N, A, D, or V, represents a part of speech in Hebrew—N = noun, A = Adjective, D = adverb, V = verb. A superscript 

on a symbol identifies a specific type of that part of speech. A subscript on a symbol identifies a specific instance of 

the given part of speech in order to distinguish that instance from another instance of the same part of speech in a 

given rule or formula. Symbols with different subscripts have different referents. Thus, Ni and Nj represent two dif-

ferent nouns. 

4 Throughout this chapter a symbol for a part of speech may also represent a phrase. A phrase is always the 

product of one or more transformations on a part of speech with a dependent clause.  

5 That is, the noun has acquired modifiers by means of prior transformations on kernel clauses in its deep 

structure. This is explained in Chapter 13.  
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nondeterminate common noun otherwise not previously defined. In all the following examples, Ns 

is a noun phrase.6 
 

ל יֵֵ֥ש     נִיגֹאֵֹ֖ וֹב מִמֶֶֽ  ׃ קָרֵ֥
          Ns                Ve 
                Se  

There is  a kinsman nearer than I. (Ruth 3:12) 

        Ve  Ns 

       Se  

רֶץ׃   ים בָאֶָֽ טִֵ֥ ים שפְֹׁ לֹהִָ֗           יֵש־אֱ֜

      Ns  Ve 

                    Se  

There is  a God who judges in the earth.  (Psa. 58:12 Heb.) 

                Ve  Ns 

     Se 

ה  עָָ֛ ד מִצָרְׁ יש אֶחָֹּ֧ הִי  אִ   וַיְׁ
          Ns           Ve 

                    Se  

There was a man from Zarah. (Judg. 13:2)*
7
 

                        Ve  Ns 

The last example illustrates the use of הָיָה to declare existence in past time.  

12.1.2 Classification Clauses  

 Classification clauses, otherwise known as predicate nominatives, define class relation-

ships among nouns, but not identity relationships. They answer the question “To what class of 

person, place, or thing does the subject belong?” The structure of the clause is  

 

 (Rule 2)  Sc = Ns + Qc 

 

where Qc = Vc + Nc. The rule is interpreted to read: A copulative classification clause (Sc) consists 

of (=) its subject noun (Ns) followed by (+) a predicate (Qc) consisting of the copulative verb (Vc) 

followed by (+) its predicate complement noun (Nc). Nc is a nondeterminate predicate nominative; 

and Ns is the subject noun, either determinate or nondeterminate, depending on the degree of 

 

6 In this chapter simplified tree diagrams are used, displaying only the structure of the kernel clauses. Not all 

parts of speech are identified. Wherever a constituent is a phrase, the phrase is underlined and marked only as the 

basic constituent of the clause. The analysis of phrases is discussed in subsequent chapters. 

7 Examples with the reference marked by “*” have been simplified for the sake of illustration. This notation 

is used throughout the text.  
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determination declared by previous context. V
c
 is the copulative verb  הָיָה in agreement with Ns 

for number, gender, and person; it is usually elided when the tense, aspect, and mood of the clause 

are equivalent with that of the immediate context, unless emphasis is desired.8 The clause means 

that the subject Ns belongs to the class of things known as Nc. 

שֵיכֶם   ינָה   נְׁ יֶ  הְׁ וֹת  תִֶֽ מָנֵ֔ אַלְׁ  
                    Nc     Vc    Ns 

               Qc          | 

       Sc 

Your wives  will be  widows (Exod. 22:23)* 
           Ns            Vc            Nc 

                |     
Qc 

          Sc 

ןו דֵָ֔ נִֵ֣י דְׁ ו  בְׁ םהָיָ֛   אַשורִֵ֥
                          Nc          Vc     Ns 

                  Qc      | 

   Sc 

And the sons of Dedan  were  Asshurites. (Gen. 25:3) 

               Ns       Vc           Nc 

                |              Qc 
                Sc 

יוְׁ  עָדִָ֗ ח הַגִלְׁ תִָ֣ יִל   הָיָה   יִפְׁ וֹר חֵַ֔ גִבִ֣  

                  Nc          Vc    Ns 

                       Qc                          | 

                   Sc 

And Jephthah the Gileadite  was  a mighty man of valor. (Judg. 11:1) 

    Ns              Vc    Nc 
                  |                   Qc 
                        Sc 

When the copulative verb means “become” instead of “be,” the predicate nominative is governed 

by the preposition  ְׁל; the structure becomes:9  

 

 (Rule 2b)  Sc = Ns + Qc  

where Qc = Vc +  ְׁל + Nc. The rule is interpreted to read: A copulative classification clause (Sc) 

consists of (=) its subject noun (Ns) followed by (+) a predicate (Qc) consisting of a copulative 

 

8 See F. I. Anderson, The Hebrew Verbless Clause in the Pentateuch, pp. 39 f.; Cameron Sinclair, “Are 

Nominal Clauses a Distinct Clausal Type?” in Miller, p. 75.  

9 This is an example of a syntactic idiom; the language has no word for “become” but expresses the concept 

idiomatically.  
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verb (Vc) followed by the preposition  ְׁל followed by (+) its predicate complement noun (Nc). The 

grammatical restraints are the same as above. The clause means that the subject Ns became a mem-

ber of the class of things known as Nc. 

ם אָדָֹ֖  ׃ נֵֶ֥פֶש חַיֶָֽהלְׁ   הָיָה    הֶָֽ
              Nc      |     Vc       Ns 

          Qc               | 

           Sc 

           Man became a living being (Gen. 2:7)* 
               Ns        Vc           Nc 

ךְ     פֵֹ֖ ים לְׁ  הָיִָ֣ה   כַסְׁ סִיגִֵּ֑  
       Nc        |     Vc   Ns 

              Qc                 | 

    Sc 

    Your silver  has become  dross (Isa. 1:22) 
             Ns                Vc              Nc 

 

ום           עָצֵּ֑ וֹל וְׁ וֹי גָדֹ֖ יֶָ֛ה    לְׁ גֵ֥ הְׁ ם   יִֶֽ רָהֵָ֔ בְׁ  אַ 
       Nc    |        Vc           Ns 

      Qc                    | 

                  Sc 

    Abraham  shall become  a great and mighty nation (Gen. 18:18)* 
            Ns                Vc                   Nc 

12.1.3 Identity Clauses  

 Identity clauses are special kinds of predicate nominatives that declare two nouns to be 

identical, that is, that the two nouns have the same referents. They answer the question “Who?” 

for persons, and the question “What name, title, appellation, or cognomen?” for persons, places, 

or things. The structure is:  
 

 (Rule 3)  Si = Ns + Qi  
 

where Qi = V
c

 + Nc. The rule is interpreted to read: A copulative identity clause (Si) consists of (=) 

its subject noun (Ns) followed by (+) a predicate (Qi) consisting of a copulative verb (Vc) followed 

by (+) its predicate complement noun (Nc). Nc is the determinate predicate nominative,10 and Ns 

the determinate subject. V
c

 is the copulative verb הָיָה (or equivalent) in agreement with Ns and Nc 

for number, and gender, and with Ns for person; it is usually elided when the tense, aspect, and 

mood of the clause are equivalent with that of the immediate context, unless emphasis is desired. 

 

10 For a few other uses of the determinate predicate nominative, see RJW, p. 33.  



Chapter 12 Syntax of Kernel Clauses  

 

 

316 

 

Such elision actually takes place as a result of a deletion transformation, so in some of examples 

that follow, V
c
 has already been elided. The clause means that the subject Ns is also known as Nc. 

 

רָאֵל                יִֶ֣ה  יִשְׁ ך   יִהְׁ מֵֶ֔    שְׁ
         Nc         Vc            Ns 

               Qi                 | 

     Si 

Israel  shall be  your name (Gen. 35:10) 
            Ns       Vc              Nc 

יך  ן אָחִֹ֖ יֵֶ֥ה  אַהֲרֵֹ֥ ך  יִהְׁ בִיאֶֶֽ       ׃ נְׁ
                  Nc          Vc                  Ns 

          Qi                       |      

  Si 

                        Aaron your brother  shall be  your prophet (Exod. 7:1) 
                 Ns      Vc                 Nc 

ולהַ   ה  מַבִ֣ יִם עַל־ הָיֵָ֔ רֶ הָ מַֹ֖  ׃ ץאֶָֽ
                                Nc              Vc         Ns 

               Qi                 |      

            Si 

         The flood was water upon the earth (Gen. 7:6) 

                Ns      Vc          Nc 

12.1.4 Attribute Clauses  

 Attribute clauses, otherwise known as predicate adjective clauses, define the value11 of an 

understood attribute or characteristic of the subject of the clause. They answer the question “What 

is the value of the subject’s understood characteristic X?” The structure is: 
 

 (Rule 4)  Sa = Ns + Qa  
 

where Qa = Vc + A. The rule is interpreted to read: A copulative attribute clause (Sa) consists of 

(=) its subject noun (Ns) followed by (+) a predicate (Qa) consisting of a copulative verb (Vc) 

followed by (+) its predicate complement adjective (A). There is agreement of number and gender 

between all three elements, plus agreement of person between Ns and Vc. The predicate adjective 

is usually nondeterminate except in the superlative degree of comparison.  

  

 

11 Characteristics have values. For example, the characteristic intelligence has the values brilliant, intelligent, 

subtle, ignorant, stupid, etc. In copulative clauses, the characteristic is understood from the preceding context or com-

mon knowledge, otherwise it must be declared before its value is defined. 
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ום   הַנָחָש  הָיִָ֣ה עָרֵ֔

              A          Vc         Ns 

               Qi                   | 

   Si 

The serpent  was  subtle (Gen. 3:1) 
                     Ns          Vc       A    

יֶֹ֖ה  חֲנֶֹ֖יךמַ  הְׁ וֹש יִֶֽ קָדֵּ֑  

              A          Vc         Ns 

                   Qi               | 

   Si 

                    Your camp  shall be  holy (Deut. 23:15)* 
                Ns      Vc         A 

 

הודָה     י־יְׁ נֵֶֽ לֶק בְׁ ה   חִֵ֤ םהָיַָּ֞ ב מֵהֵֶ֔    רִַ֣
                 A          Vc                 Ns 

                         Qi                     | 

Si 

The portion of the children of Judah  was  too much for them (Josh. 19:9)* 
        Ns                          Vc                A 
 

וא יש הַהָ֗ ר   הָאִִ֣ יָשָָ֛ ם וְׁ הָיִָ֣ה תָֹּ֧  

           A          Vc               Ns 

                  Qi                   | 

                                            Si 

That man  was  perfect and upright (Job 1:1)* 
                 Ns     Vc            A 

 Attribute clauses that use adjectives having a corresponding stative verb, can be alter-

nately expressed by means of an equivalent stative verbal clause (defined later § 12.2.1.1).  

וםהָיִָ֣ה הַנָחָש        עָרֵ֔

The serpent was subtle. [Attribute clause] (Gen. 3:1) 

וֹםהַנָחָש     * עָרֵ֔

The serpent was subtle. [Stative verbal clause] 

י מֹשֶה  וִ       ו  ידִֵ֤ ים  הָיִ֣ בֵדִֵ֔ כְׁ  
  And the hands of Moses were heavy [Attribute clause] (Exod. 17:12)* 

ו      דִ֣ רָאֵל   כָבְׁ  וְׁ עֵינִֵ֤י יִשְׁ
   And the eyes of Israel were dim [Stative verbal clause] (Gen. 48:10) 

12.1.5 Predicate Adverb Clauses  

 Predicate adverb clauses are used to define the spatial or temporal characteristics of sub-

jects that have such characteristics. They answer the question “When?” or “Where?” Not all nouns 

have spatial or temporal characteristics, but the following are some of the types of nouns that do:  
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 (1) Nouns that name material objects or places  

 (2) Nouns that name events  

 (3) Abstract nouns of time or space  

The structure of the clause is:  
 

 (Rule 5)  Sd = Ns  + Qd  
 

where Qd = Vc + D. The rule is interpreted to read: An adverbial attribute clause (Sd) consists of 

(=) its subject noun (Ns) followed by (+) a predicate (Qd) consisting of a copulative verb (Vc) 

followed by (+) its predicate adverb complement (D). There is agreement of number, gender, and 

person between Ns and Vc. The verb is usually elided when its tense, aspect, and mood are already 

defined in the immediate context. 

לַח דֹֹ֖ ם  הָיִָ֣ה   הַבְׁ שֵָ֥  

                  D      Vc         Ns  

               Qd             | 

        Sd 

Bdellium is there (Gen. 2:12)* 

נֵיהֶם  ו ו  פְׁ ית  הָיִ֣ רַנִֵ֔ אֲחִֹ֣  

                       D          Vc         Ns  

                     Qd                | 

              Sd 

And their faces were backward (Gen. 9:23)* 

ה  יתָ   אַתִָ֣ םהָיִִ֣     שֵָּ֑
                   D       Vc         Ns  

                 Qd              | 

         Sd 

You are there (Gen. 13:14)* 

ר הָיִָ֣המֹשֶה   לָה׃   בָהֵָ֔ יְׁ ים לֶָֽ בָעִֹ֖ אַרְׁ וֹם וְׁ ים יֵ֔ בָעִִ֣  אַרְׁ

                         D      Vc       Ns  

                         Qd               | 

               Sd 

Moses  was  in the mountain forty days and forty nights (Exod. 24:18)* 
              Ns        Vc               D 

הוָָ֛ה ים׃  הָיִָ֣ה   אֲרוֹן־יְׁ דָשִֶֽ ה חֳּ עֵָ֥ ים שִבְׁ תִֹ֖ לִשְׁ ה פְׁ דֵֵ֥  בִשְׁ

                     D              Vc            Ns  

                         Qd                       | 

                       Sd 

The ark of the LORD  was  in the country of the Philistines seven months. (1 Sam. 6:1)* 
             Ns                   Vc             D 

 In the last two examples the predicate adverb is a prepositional phrase of place; the clauses 

are also modified by temporal adverb phrases that are not to be confused with the predicate adverb 

of the clause itself.  
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12.1.6 Possessive Copulative Clauses  

 The Hebrew language has no verb to express “have/possess,” but uses a syntactic idiom to 

express the concept of possession. The idiom employs the verb הָיָה or its equivalent יֵש, and thus 

the syntax of the idiomatic clause must be included among the copulative clauses. The structure of 

the possessive copulative clause is:  
 

 (Rule 6)  Sp = Ns + Qp  
 

where Qp = Vc +    ְׁל + Np. The rule is interpreted to read: A possessive copulative clause (Sp) 

consists of (=) its subject noun (Ns) followed by (+) a predicate (Qp) consisting of a copulative 

verb (Vc) followed by (+) the preposition ( ְׁל) followed by (+) its predicate complement (Np). The 

verb Vc is הָיָה or its equivalent יֵש; Np is the possessor and Ns is the thing possessed. Literally the 

clause says “There is an Ns to Np,” but this must be translated into English as “Np has an Ns.” There 

is agreement of number, gender, and person between Vc and Ns, the actual subject of the clause. 

The verb is usually elided when its tense, aspect, and mood are already defined in the immediate 

context. In the following examples, some subjects are pronouns due to a substitution transfor-

mation. 
    

בֵנָה   םלָ  הָיָה   הַלְׁ בֶן   עָֹ֖ אֵָ֔ לְׁ  
                 Np       Vc       Ns  

                        Qp            | 

                  Sp 

The people had brick for stone (Gen. 11:3)* 

           Np         Vc    Ns  

לֶק  א  חֵֵ֥ ֶֹֽ י ־הָיָֹּ֧ה לְׁ ל    לֵוִָ֛

      Np            Vc         Ns  

             Qp                   | 

            Sp 

Levi had no portion. (Deut. 10:9)* 

 

When the copulative verb is יֵש it is placed first in the clause: 
 

ב  ייֶש־לִִ֣       רֵָּ֑

I have plenty. (Gen. 33:9) 
 

ל־ייֶש־לִ       כֵֹּ֑

I have everything. (Gen. 33:11) 
 

םיִֵ֣ש לָ הֲ    ח כִֶ֣    אֵָ֔

Do you have a brother? (Gen. 43:7) 
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ה ייֶש־לִִ֣    וֵָ֔    תִקְׁ

I have hope. (Ruth 1:12) 
 

ין לָֹ֖  ד הּאֵֵ֥  ׃ וָלֶָֽ
She had no child. (Gen. 11:30) 

12.1.7 Similarity Copulative Clauses  

 Similarity clauses define the characteristics of a class indirectly by making comparisons 

with classes having similar though not identical characteristics;12 they express resemblance in re-

spect to some common attribute, characteristic, appearance, and so forth. The structure of the sim-

ilarity copulative clause is:  
 

 (Rule 7)  Ss = Ns + Qs  
 

where Qs = Vc + K= + Nx. The rule is interpreted to read: A similarity copulative clause (Ss) 

consists of (=) its subject noun (Ns) followed by (+) a predicate (Qs) consisting of a copulative 

verb (Vc) followed by (+) the preposition ( ְׁכ) followed by (+) its similarity complement (Nx). The 

verb Vc is הָיָה or its equivalent יֵש; Ns is the subject and Nx is that to which the subject is similar. 

There is agreement of number, gender, and person between Vc and Ns, the subject of the clause. 

The verb is usually elided when its tense, aspect, and mood are already defined in the immediate 

context.  
 

ן      אָדָם  הִֵ֤ נוכְׁ הָיָה  הֶָֽ ד מִמֵֶ֔    אַחִַ֣
                 Nx         |     Vc         Ns 

                            Qs                   | 

                        Ss 

Behold, the man  has become like  one of Us. (Gen. 3:22) 

           Ns           Vc        Nx 

ם      וֹל הַיֵָ֔ יֶֹ֖ה כְׁ חִ֣ הְׁ רָאֵל   יִֶֽ י־יִשְׁ נֵֶֽ ר בְׁ פִַ֤  מִסְׁ
                Nx       |      Vc                        Ns 

                        Qs                                  | 

                            Ss 

The number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea. (Hos. 1:10)* 

        Ns       Vc        Nx 

  

 
 

12 See BDB, p. 226 under הָיָה, II, 2, c.  
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יםמִ כְׁ הָיָה    הָעָם     נִֵ֔ נְׁ אִֹ֣    תְׁ
                Nx       |    Vc       Ns 

                       Qs               | 

                  Ss 

The people  were  like murmurers. (Num. 11:1)* 

        Ns  Vc         Nx 

יִם    רֵַ֔ יֶֹ֖ה  אֶפְׁ הְׁ הכְׁ יִֶֽ ה פוֹתָֹ֖   יוֹנֵָ֥
Ephraim is like a silly dove. (Hos. 7:11)* 

יֶֹ֖ההָעָם     הְׁ שכְׁ   יִֶֽ לֶת אֵֵ֔   מַאֲכִֹ֣
The people shall be as fuel for the fire. (Isa. 9:18 Heb.)* 

12.2 Verbal Clauses  

 The previous section defined the syntax of the kernel copulative clauses of Hebrew. The 

second major type of clause is the verbal clause. This section defines the syntax of the kernel verbal 

clauses of Hebrew. Verbal clauses contain finite verbs as distinguished from copulative verbs. 

They express a state of being, action, or relationship of one or more substantives. The basic verbal 

clauses are classified as follows:  

 A. Intransitive Clauses  

  1. Intransitive Stative Clauses  

  2. Intransitive Active Clauses  

 B. Transitive Clauses  

  1. Transitive Stative Clauses  

  2. Transitive Active Clauses  

   a. Single Object Transitive Clauses  

    (1) Single accusative object clauses  

    (2) Single genitive object clauses  

   b. Double Object Transitive Clauses  

    (1) Double accusative clauses  

    (2) Accusative-plus-genitive clauses  

    (3) Double genitive clauses  
 

 Other types of clauses are derived from the above kernel clauses by means of transfor-

mations described in later chapters.  
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12.2.1 Intransitive Clauses  

 Intransitive clauses express states of being or action with respect to the subject alone; the 

verbs govern no object.13 The structure of the basic kernel clause is:  

S = Ns + Q  

where Q = V0 and Ns is the subject and V0 is an intransitive verb, either stative or active, but not 

the copulative. There is agreement of number, gender, and person between the subject and the 

verb.  

 Throughout the discussion of the syntax of verbal clauses, it is assumed that the elementary 

word order of kernel clauses is subject-verb-object (SVO). Scholars do not agree on the word order 

of Hebrew clauses. Some prefer the SVO order, whereas others prefer VSO. Those who prefer the 

VSO order seem to justify their choice by statistical evidence derived from studies of surface 

structure—that is, there are more VSO clauses in the Hebrew Old Testament than any other type.14 

However, this can be explained by the abundance of historical narrative in which clauses with 

Waw consecutive predominate. It seems evident that clauses with Waw consecutive have experi-

enced a transformation that grants the verb first position prominence so that the verbal action may 

be sequentially coordinated with that of preceding verbs. The SVO order predominates in coordi-

nate clauses without Waw consecutive. Since it is less likely that these clauses have experienced 

prominence transformations, it is more probable that their word order represents that of the ele-

mentary kernel clause.15  

12.2.1.1 Intransitive Stative Clauses. In intransitive stative clauses, the verb expresses a 

state of being of the subject that involves no expressed or implied relationship with an object. 

These clauses have the following characteristics:  

 

13 For finite verbs, the numerical superscript with symbol V indicates the number of predicate complements 

it governs. Thus, V0 refers to an intransitive verb; V1 refers to a transitive verb that governs one predicate complement; 

and V2 refers to doubly transitive verbs. 

14 Joseph H. Greenberg in “Some Universals of Grammar with Particular Reference to the order of Meaning-

ful Elements,” Report of a Conference on Language Acquisition Held at Dodds Ferry, New York, April 13-15, 1961 

(Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1963).  B. K. Waltke and M. O’Connor in An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax 

(Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1990), seem to prefer the VSO order on the basis of their observation that the gov-

erning element generally precedes the governed (p. 53); but intuition favors the idea that the subject governs the verb, 

and the verb governs the object. 

15 Dorit Ravid, in “Several Aspects of the Problem of the Order of Elements in General Israeli Hebrew,” 

Hebrew Computational Linguistics, Bulletin No. 11 (February 1977), pp. 1-46, rejects Greenberg’s classification of 

Hebrew as a VSO language. He substantiated Hebrew as a SVO language by transformational tests on native speakers 

of Hebrew. Although the debate between Greenberg and Ravid concerns Modern Hebrew, the results have consider-

able relevance for Biblical Hebrew, and the use of transformational tests is significant.  
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(1) They are the equivalent of an attribute copulative clause, that is, a predicate adjective 

clause (see previous discussion of that type of clause § 12.1.4).  

 (2) They frequently are translated into English by BE + Adjective, although English has 

some stative verbs.  

(3) The participle of the verb is an adjective.  

(4) An adverbial modifier of the clause is limited to adverbs of time, space, degree, or 

intensity—that is, adverbs that may modify adjectives.  

(5) They do not undergo passive or reflexive transformations.  

(6) They may undergo comparative transformations.  

(7) The morphology of the verb usually follows the pattern of the i or u class thematic 

vowel in the perfect conjugation. That is, the perfect is inflected after the pattern 

טַל and the imperfect is inflected after the pattern ,קׇטלֺ or קׇטַל   .יִקְׁ

פִירִים     ֶּ֭ ו כְׁ בווְׁ רָשִ֣     רָעֵֵּ֑
                   V0      Ns  

                   Q                 | 

               S 

The young lions lack, and suffer hunger. (Psa. 34:11 Heb.) [compound predicate] 

יוַ    תִי אֲנִֵ֥ נְׁ        ׃זָָקֶַֽ
                V0          Ns  

                Q            | 

           S 

And I am old. (Gen. 18:13) 

לָדִים    ו   . . .הַיְׁ לִ֣ וֹ גָדְׁ  אִתֵ֔

                V0       Ns  

                Q                   | 

             S 

The young men . . . had grown up with him. (1 Kgs. 12:8)* 

 

י־עֵלִי   נֵֶֽ נִֵ֤י בְׁ תו  שְׁ    מֵֵ֔
           V0           Ns  

           Q                | 

        S 

The two sons of Eli died. (1 Sam. 4:11) 

 Sometimes stative verbs in Hebrew are used to express the idea of acquiring a state, as in 

the last two examples above.  

12.2.1.2 Intransitive Active Clauses. In intransitive active clauses, the verb expresses an 

activity that involves the subject alone. No recipient of the action is expressed or implied. Intran-

sitive active clauses have the following characteristics:  
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(1) They do not undergo passive or reflexive transformations.  

(2) They usually are translated into English with the  equivalent intransitive active verb.  

(3) An adverbial modifier is limited to those that may modify verbs but not adjectives.  
 

יו  נֹתָָ֗ מְׁ ינָה   אַלְׁ כֶֶֽ א תִבְׁ ִֹ֣               ל
           V0                 Ns  

           Q                     | 

           S 

Their widows will not weep (Psa. 78:64) 

חַ   ד יָרִֵ֣              עָמָָ֗
                V0       Ns  

                 Q         | 

         S 

the moon stood still (Josh. 10:13) 

הו הוֵָ֔ ךְ יְׁ אִַ֣ ךְ  מַלְׁ יו׃  הָלַֹ֖       מֵעֵינֶָֽ
                V0  Ns  

                Q                | 

           S 

And the Angel of the LORD departed out of his sight (Judg. 6:21) 

 Sometimes a transitive verb is used absolutely or with its object elided because its identity 

is understood from the context. In an expository analysis, such transitive verbs should not be con-

fused with intransitive ones, but should be treated as what they really are—transitive; the elided 

object should be restored.  

 Sometimes it is difficult to distinguish an adverbial prepositional phrase from an object 

governed by a preposition. The test for distinguishing intransitive active clauses from transitive 

active clauses with an object governed by means of a preposition is as follows:  

(1) Omission of the prepositional phrase will not change the essential meaning of the intransitive 

active clause, as in the example from Judges 6:21 above. Omitting the phrase “in Samaria” does 

not change the meaning of the clause. The phrase answers the question “Where?” and functions as 

an adverb.  

(2) Omission of the prepositional phrase will change the essential meaning of a transitive active 

clause, or it will leave the clause incomplete; in this instance the prepositional phrase is necessary 

to the clause and serves the function of an object.  

12.2.2 Transitive Clauses  

 In a transitive clause the verb governs one or more objects. Active transitive clauses express 

an action of the subject upon or with respect to the object(s). Stative transitive clauses express 



Chapter 12 Syntax of Kernel Clauses  

 

 

325 

 

some state or relationship existing between the subject and the object(s). Some transitive verbs 

govern objects in the accusative case, others govern objects in the genitive case by means of a 

preposition.  

12.2.2.1 Transitive Stative Clauses. Transitive stative clauses express some state or rela-

tionship between the subject and the object(s) that is more or less permanent. This contrasts with 

transitive active clauses that express activities as events that are more or less transitory. Transitive 

stative verbs usually follow the morphology of the i or u class thematic vowel in the perfect. That 

is, the perfect is inflected after the pattern קׇטַל    or ֺקׇטל, and the imperfect is inflected after the 

pattern טַל  rather than the active pattern קׇטֵל also, the participle is vocalized after the pattern ;יִקְׁ

 Otherwise the syntax of these clauses is the same as that of the active clauses. Therefore, no .קוֹטֵל

separate description of the syntax of transitive stative clauses is given here. 

שָלוֹם              וֹן שָנִֵ֤א אַבְׁ נֵ֔ אֶת־אַמְׁ  
        No           V1     Ns  

                Q                   | 

             S 

Absalom hated Amnon (2 Sam. 13:22)* 

ל רָאֵָ֗ ב יִשְׁ יו  אֶת־יוֹסֵף   אָהִַ֤    מִכָל־בָנֵָ֔
Israel loved Joseph more than all his children (Gen. 37:3) 

12.2.2.2 Transitive Active Clauses. Transitive active clauses express an action of the sub-

ject upon or with respect to the object(s). The activity is usually viewed as an event rather than a 

state or relationship. Some transitive verbs govern objects in the accusative case, whereas others 

govern objects in the genitive case by means of a preposition.  

 12.2.2.2.1 In single object transitive clauses, the verb expresses an action or relationship 

between the subject and a single object. The object may be (1) in the accusative case, or (2) in the 

genitive case governed by a preposition.  

 (1) In transitive clauses with objects in the accusative case, the verb may be either active 

or stative. The structure of the basic kernel clause is:  
 

S = Ns + Q 

where Q = V1 + No and  Ns  is the subject, No is the accusative object, and V
1
 is the transitive-1 

verb (either active or stative). There is agreement of number, gender, and person between Ns and 

V1. When No is determinate, it is usually preceded by the sign of the determinate accusative אֶת 
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which is otherwise omitted; it is frequently omitted in poetry, and occasionally in prose even when 

the object is determinate. The clause has the following characteristics:  

(a) It may undergo the passive, reflexive, and causative transformations.  

(b) It is translated into English by the corresponding transitive active verb whenever one 

exists. However, the English verb may govern its object in the accusative case, or 

in the genitive case by means of a preposition, as the English idiom may require.  

וֹ      תֵּ֑ ע אֶת־חַוִָ֣ה אִשְׁ ם יָדַֹ֖ אָדֵָ֔  הִָ֣
        No                V1         Ns  

                Q                       | 

             S 

Adam knew Eve his wife (Gen. 4:1) 

ה          ב הִנֵֵ֥ה עַתָֹ֖ ח  יַעֲקָֹ֗ י   לָָקִַ֣ כָתִֵּ֑ בִרְׁ  
              No        V1       Ns  

                    Q                | 

               S 

   And behold, now Jacob has taken away my blessing. (Gen. 27:36)* 

ם  וִיִֵ֔ הַלְׁ ים וְׁ לו   הַכהֲֹנִִ֣ סֶף   קִבְׁ ל הַכֵֶ֥ ָקַָ֛ מִשְׁ  
             No  V1        Ns 

                        Q                            | 

                        S 

The priests and the Levites  received  the weight of silver. (Ezr. 8:30)* 

             Ns                     V1         No 

 

י    שָרִִ֣ ש  בְׁ בִַ֤ מָה  לָָ֨          רִֶּ֭

             No      V1  Ns  

                  Q              | 

             S 

Worms clothe my flesh. (Literal) (Job 7:5)* 

 The second and third examples illustrate the omission of an expected אֶת. The fourth ex-

ample illustrates its omission in poetry.  

 (2) In transitive clauses with single genitive objects, the verb (active or stative) governs the 

object in the genitive case by means of a preposition. The structure of the clause is:  
 

S = Ns + Q  

where Q = V1 + P + No and Ns is the subject, No is the object, V1 is the transitive-1 verb, and P is 

the preposition by means of which V1 governs No. The specific nuance of the verb is determined 

by the preposition P and by the kind of object named by No. The clause has the following charac-

teristics:  
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(a) It may undergo passive, reflexive, and causative transformations.  

(b) It is translated into English with the corresponding transitive verb whenever one exists. 

However, the English verb may govern its object in the accusative case, or in the 

genitive by means of a preposition, as the English idiom may require. The English 

preposition (if any) may not seem to correspond to the literal sense of the Hebrew 

preposition.  

תִי     ין  פֶֶּ֭ ר לְׁ יַאֲמִִ֣ כָל־דָבֵָּ֑  
             No   P      V1     Ns  

                    Q               | 

               S 

The simple believes every word (Prov. 14:15) 

 

ח֜ור               ן וְׁ  ֹ ואַהֲר כִ֣ מְׁ יובְׁ  תֶָֽ    יָדָָ֗
                 No  P      V1     Ns  

          Q                         | 

               S 

Aaron and Hur supported his hands (Exod. 17:12) 

הו וַ   נִיֵָ֔ א אֲדִֹ֣ נִֵ֣י יָרֵֹ֖ ה מִפְׁ לֹמֵֹּ֑          שְׁ
       No       P        V1        Ns  

                    Q                  | 

                 S 

Now Adonijah was afraid of Solomon (1 Kgs. 1:50) 

ה עֹֹ֖ ף פַרְׁ יו ־עַל  קָצִַ֣ עֲבָדֵָּ֑  
          No      P      V1      Ns  

                    Q               | 

               S 

Pharaoh was angry with his servants (Gen. 41:10) 

 The first two examples illustrate the use of accusative objects in the English translation, 

and the third illustrates the use of an English preposition (“of”) differing from the Hebrew prepo-

sition (מִן = “from”) in literal sense.  

 12.2.2.2.2 In double object transitive clauses, the verb expresses an action or relationship 

between the subject and two objects each of which may enter into the action or relationship in a 

different manner. Either object may be (1) in the accusative case, or (2) in the genitive case gov-

erned by a preposition. The double object clause has the following characteristics:  

(a) It may undergo the passive transformation and the reflexive transformation, but not the 

causative transformation.  

 (b) It is translated into English with the equivalent double object verb (when one exists). 

Often the English verb may govern either object with a preposition in order to express the correct 
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sense. At times English will have no equivalent double object verb, and the translation must be 

handled in a different manner.  
 

 (1) In the double accusative clause, the verb governs both objects in the accusative case. 

The structure of the basic kernel clause is:  
 

S = Ns  + Q 

where Q = V2 + No1 + No2 and Ns is the subject, V2 is the double accusative verb, and No1 and No2 

are the first and second accusative objects respectively.16 When either No1 or No2 is determinate it 

is preceded by אֶת, otherwise it is omitted; it is frequently omitted in poetry, and occasionally in 

prose even when the object is determinate. Some of the following examples have no diagraming 

because it is assumed that by now the reader has gained sufficient understanding to not need it. 

יו      יטו פְׁ הִ   אֶחֵָּ֑ וֹ אֶת־יוֹסֵף  שִִ֤ תֵ֔ תָנְׁ אֶת־כֻׁ  
              No2            No1            V2   Ns  

                    Q                            | 

                     S 

His brothers stripped Joseph of his tunic (Gen. 37:23)* 

ן            ה  הַכהִֵֹ֤ ָקֵֶ֥ ה יַשְׁ יִםאֶת־הָאִשָֹ֖  ׃ אֶת־הַמֶָֽ
         No2                  No1           V2          Ns  

                    Q                           | 

                      S 

The priest shall cause the woman to drink the water. (Num. 5:26)* 

ב     ים  זָהֵָּ֑ בִֹ֖ רֻׁ ֶּֽיִם כְׁ נֵַ֥ יתָ שְׁ עָשִָ֛  וְׁ
You shall make two cherubs of gold. (Exod. 25:18) 

תִי    דְׁ םלִמִַ֣ כֶָ֗ ים  אֶתְׁ פָטִֵ֔ קִים  ומִשְׁ   חֻׁ
I taught you statutes and judgments. (Deut. 4:5) 

ו    א  ה כַדִים  מִלְׁ בָעִָ֤ יִם אַרְׁ    מֵַ֔
Fill four vessels with water. (1 Kgs. 18:34) 

רִֵ֣ וַ    אַזְׁ יִל  נִיתְׁ    חֶַּ֭
And You have girded me with strength. (Psa. 18:40) 

[The first object is the 1cs pronoun suffix.] 

 (2) In the accusative-plus-genitive clauses, the verb governs one object in the accusative 

case and the other in the genitive by means of a preposition. The clause has the same characteristics 

 

16 There are 192 potential double accusative clauses of this basic structure besides those that have been mod-

ified by transformations. 
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as the double accusative clause. Although some grammarians may call the genitive object an indi-

rect object, nevertheless it is an object; the clause is left incomplete without it. Sometimes the 

English translation may be rendered with or without a preposition.17
 The structure of the accusa-

tive-plus-genitive clause is:  
 

S = Ns  + Q 

Where Q = V2 + No1 + P + No2 and Ns is the subject, V2 is the accusative-plus-genitive verb, No1 

is the accusative object, No2 is the genitive object, and P is the preposition by means of which V2 

governs No2.  When No1 is determinate, it is preceded by אֶת otherwise it is omitted; it is frequently 

omitted in poetry, and occasionally in prose even when the object is determinate.  

הוָָ֛ה         םיְׁ שַלֵֶֽ ול   יְׁ מֵ֥ ׃  אִיִֹ֖יםלָ גְׁ  

                No2  P      No1     V2       Ns  

                    Q                   | 

                     S 

The LORD will repay the coastlands recompence. (Isa. 59:18)*    

יש        ראִֵ֔ סַפֵֵ֥ וֹם  מְׁ הו לְׁ   חֲלֵּ֑    רֵעֵֹ֖
                No2   P      No1      V2       Ns  

                    Q                   | 

                     S 

A man was telling his companion a dream. (Judg. 7:13)* 

הודִים         והִ  הַיְׁ רֶב  כִ֤ םבְׁ מַכַת־חֵֶ֥ בֵיהֵֶ֔ יְׁ    כָל־אִֹ֣
            No2      P           No1         V2         Ns  

                    Q                           | 

                       S 

The Jews defeated all their enemies with the stroke of the sword. (Est. 9:5)* 

 In the last example (Est. 9:5) the Hebrew verb governs the direct object with the preposition 

 and the other object in the accusative (lit. “The Jews smote in all their enemies a stroke of a ,בְׁ 

sword.”).  

 (3) In the double genitive clauses, the verb governs both objects in the genitive by means 

of prepositions. The clause has the same characteristics as the double accusative clause. Although 

some grammarians may call the genitive object an indirect object, nevertheless it is an object; the 

clause is left incomplete without it. Sometimes the English translation may be rendered with or 

without a preposition. The structure of the genitive-plus-genitive clause is:  

 

17 For example: I gave money to your brother; I gave your brother money.  
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S = Ns  + Q 

Where Q = V2 + P1 + No1 + P2 + No2 and Ns is the subject, V2 is the double genitive verb, No1 is 

the first genitive object, No2 is the second genitive object, and P1 is the preposition by means of 

which V2 governs No1 and P2 is the preposition by means of which V2 governs No2.  
 

י אִם־                       תֵיכֶם  כִִ֤ ים עֲוֹנֶֹֽ דִלִֵ֔ ו מַבְׁ םבֵינֵ  הָיִ֣ ין   כֶַּ֕ בֵֹ֖ ם  לְׁ הֵיכֵֶּ֑ אֱלֶֹֽ  

         No2       P2     No1 P1               V2              Ns  

        Q                                     | 

                   S 

But your iniquities are separating you from your God (Isa. 59:2)18 
 

יעַ                       יל   רָָקִֹ֖ דִֵ֔ י מַבְׁ הִֵ֥ יןיְׁ יִם בֵֵ֥ יִםלָ    מַֹ֖ ׃ מֶָֽ  
           No2  P2     No1   P1             V2           Ns  

        Q                                       | 

                   S 

let the firmament be dividing the waters from the waters. (Gen. 1:6)* 

12.2.3 Adjuncts 

 Adjuncts are phrases that may be added to a clause containing supplemental information 

relating to time, place, manner, etc. They may even contain side remarks. These may all be re-

garded as the product of a transformation on a dependent subordinate clause (discussed in § 

19.4.3). 

12.3 Transformational Relationships Among Active Clauses  

 The above definitions of the structure of kernel clauses ignore important transformational 

interrelationships among the clause types that exist because of the inherent semantic relationships 

between the various stems of a verbal root. A given verbal root may have a stative stem, an active 

stem, an intensive stem, and a causative stem. Each of these may have its corresponding passive, 

middle, and reflexive stems.  Some of these stems will be intransitive, and others will be single- 

or double-object transitive verbs. Generally speaking, it might be anticipated that any clause using 

a derived stem of a verb may be regarded as the result of a transformation on a simpler clause 

using the base stem of the same verb. Thus, a double object clause might be regarded as having 

originated from a transformation on a single object clause, and a single object clause might be 

regarded as having originated from a transformation on an intransitive clause. This supposition is 

 

18 Note that No1 is the restored antecedent of the pronoun suffix attached to P1. And V1 is a verb phrase 

consisting of  with a participle expressing the past durative. 
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valid, and such transformational relationships can be demonstrated and are discussed in more detail 

in chapter 13. 

 Taking the causative transformation as an example, a double-object transitive clause may 

be derived from a stative intransitive clause as follows:  

  The jar  is full. (Stative intransitive)— הַכַד מָלֵֹ֖א (1) 

א אֶת־הַכַד (2)    Water fills the jar. (Stative single transitive)—מַיִם מָלֵֹ֖
    He filled the jar with water (active double transitive)—הוא מִלֵא אֶת־הַכַד מַיִם  (3) 

In this case, the Hebrew verb uses the qal stem for both the intransitive and transitive mode. The 

double-object transitive stem of the verb is the piel, and the subject of the first clause became the 

second object of the transformed clause.  

 Having noted these relationships, it also must be noted that the Hebrew language has no 

consistent semantic correspondence between the morphological stems of the verbs, apart from the 

passive, middle, and reflexive stems. The mapping of the semantic relationships between the qal, 

piel, and hiphil stems of the various Hebrew verbs requires considerable research, and the results 

may not be of much practical value. Therefore, this present work defines the structure of the indi-

vidual clause types without taking the above interrelationships into further consideration. This re-

striction does not apply to the passive, middle, and reflexive modes, however, because there is 

considerable consistency with them. They are discussed in the next chapter under modal transfor-

mations on clauses (§ 13.5).  

12.4 Summary 

Copulative Clauses 

Existential clause  Se = Ve + Ns  

Classification clause   Sc = Ns + Qc where Qc = Vc + Nc. 

Identity clause   Si = Ns + Qi  where Qi = V
c
 + Nc. 

Attribute clause   Sa = Ns + Qa  where Qa = Vc + A. 

Predicate adverb clause  Sd = Ns  + Qd  where Qd = Vc + D. 

Possessive copulative clause   Sp = Ns + Qp  where Qp = Vc + ל = + Np. 

Similarity copulative clause  Ss = Ns + Qs  where Qs = Vc + כ = + Nx. 

Verbal Clauses 

 Intransitive clause   S = Ns + Q  where Q = V0  
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Transitive-1 Clause 

(1) with single object in the accusative case  

S = Ns + Q  where Q = V1 + No 

(2) with single object in genitive case  

S = Ns + Q  where Q = V1 + P + No 

Transitive-2 Clause 

(1) with two objects in the accusative case  

S = Ns  + Q where Q = V2 + No1 + No2 

(2) with one object in the accusative case and the other in the genitive  

S = Ns  + Q where Q = V2 + No1 + P + No2 

(3) with two objects in the genitive case  

S = Ns  + Q where Q = V2 + P1 + No1 + P2 + No2  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 13 

Transformations on Hebrew Clauses  

 The syntax of the kernel structures of Hebrew clauses is defined in Chapter 12. By defini-

tion, kernel clauses are in the active voice, indicative mood, and declarative mode, with a fixed 

word order. This is regarded as the encoding of the basic information of the clause. Any departure 

from the kernel structure of a clause is accomplished by a transformation that modifies the default 

information or adds new information. This new or altered information is of interest and importance 

to the expositor. This chapter is designed to help the expositor recognize such information and 

incorporate it into his analysis. Transformations define the structural variations that a clause may 

assume, and the information encoded in each structural variation.  

 Transformations also are involved in defining the external relationships that a clause may 

assume. A clause may be used to modify a part of speech or another clause, or it may be interrelated 

with other clauses to form meaningful discourse. Transformations that affect only the structure of 

an individual clause are called clause transformations. Those that relate a clause to a part of speech 

are called phrase transformations, and those that interrelate clauses into meaningful sequences of 

discourse are called sequence transformations. This chapter defines the principal clause transfor-

mations of Biblical Hebrew. Phrase transformations are discussed in chapters 14 through 17 and 

sequence transformations in 19. 

 Clause transformations affect only the structure of an individual clause and do not consider 

any of its external relationships. Such conditions as compound parts of speech, pronoun substitu-

tion, adjuncts, and elision are defined by sequence transformations and do not enter into the dis-

cussion at this level. Clause transformations assume that all the constituents of the clause are pre-

sent but not necessarily in kernel structure. There are five types of clause transformations that alter 

the kernel structure of Hebrew clauses: (1) negation transformations, (2) voice transformations, 
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(3) causative transformations, (4) prominence transformations, and (5) mode transformations. 

Each transformation has two or more options.  

13.1 Negation Transformations  

 The syntax of a kernel clause is defined as a positive declaration. If a clause is to be framed 

as a negative declaration, a negation transformation must be invoked. Negation must not be re-

garded as an independent function of each part of speech in a clause. It is true that in this work 

negation is declared to be a characteristic of each part of speech, but the definition of the negation 

attribute as positive or negative must be accomplished at the clause level, not at the word level. In 

meaningful discourse, the negated clause is of primary importance, not the negated part of speech. 

A negated part of speech is the mechanism for negating a clause. The logic of negation is quite 

subtle. The choice of negation patterns among the parts of speech in a clause reflects a variety of 

shades of meaning; it may facilitate an economy or precision of expression; or it may accommodate 

a desirable nuance of style. The logic of negation in Hebrew requires further research to define 

many of its subtle nuances. This section defines the transformations required to provide negation 

for clauses.  

 A part of speech may be negated in two ways: (1) by defining its negation attribute as 

negative, thus invoking a prepositive negative particle such as , or (2) by choosing the antonym 

of the given part of speech. Negative particles are discussed in § 11.5. 

     
from an ungodly nation (Psa. 43:1) 

[negation by particle] 

     
against an ungodly nation (Isa. 10:6) 

[negation by antonym] 

In the following discussion, either means of negation is assumed to be valid.  

13.1.1 The General Negation Transformation  

 In the general case, a clause is negated by negating one of its principal parts of speech, 

such as the subject (Ns), the verb (V),1 the object (No), the predicate nominative (Np), the predicate 

adjective (Ap), or the predicate adverb (Dp). The choice is determined by which one should receive 

the prominence. The rule is 

 

1 In certain moods, the negated verb takes the prepositive אַל instead of . See chapter 5 under the discus-

sion of mood. The negated form of the existential verb (יֶש) is אֵין. 
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(1a) S(neg) = Ns(neg) + V + No + Np/Ap/Dp 

(1b) S(neg) = Ns + V(neg) + No + Np/Ap/Dp 

(1c) S(neg) = Ns + V + No(neg) + Np/Ap/Dp 

or 

(1d) S(neg) = Ns + V + No + Np/Ap/Dp (neg)  
 

(1a)            א ֶֹֽ ם ־ל ים אַתֶַּ֞ י הָאֱלֹהִֵּ֑ נָה כִֹ֖ ם אֹתִי  הֵֵ֔ תִֶ֤ לַחְׁ    שְׁ
 It was not you who sent me here, but God. (Gen. 45:8) 

(Negated subject)  

  (1a)         א ֵֹ֥ הוָֹ֖ה ל נִי  יְׁ לָחֶָֽ שְׁ  
The LORD has not sent me. (Num. 16:29)  

(Negated subject)  

(1b)         ם הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵיהֵֶּ֑ ת יְׁ וֹֹ֖ ר אֶת־מִצְׁ א שָמֵַ֔ ִֹ֣ ה  ל הודַָּ֕  גַם־יְׁ
Also Judah did not keep the commandments of the LORD their God (2 Kgs. 17:19)  

(Negated verb) 

(1b)           רֶץ י הָאֵָּ֑ מִֵ֣ ד כָל־יְׁ  עֹֹ֖

רַע   קָצִיר  זֶֶּ֡ ֶ֠  וְׁ

ם   ר וָחֹ֜ קֹ   וְׁ

רֶף   יִץ וָחָֹ֛ ָקַֹּ֧  וְׁ

לָה   יְׁ וֹם וָלַֹ֖ יֵ֥  וְׁ

א   ֵֹ֥ תול בֶֹֽ  ׃ יִשְׁ
 While the earth remains,  

Seedtime and harvest,  

And cold and heat,  

And winter and summer,  

And day and night,  

Shall not cease. (Gen. 8:22) (Negated verb)  

  (1c)           י א כִִ֣ ִֹ֤ ך  ל תְׁ סו  אֶֹֽ מָאֵָ֔  

ם  ךְ עֲלֵיהֶֶֽ לֵֹ֥ ו מִמְׁ י מָאֲסֹ֖ י־אֹתִֵ֥  כִֶֽ

 For they have rejected not you,  

but Me they have rejected from reigning over them. (1 Sam. 8:7) 

(Negated object)  

 (1c)                 א ִֹ֤ ריַעֲקבֹ  ל ל יֵאָמֵֵ֥ רָאֵֵּ֑ י אִם־יִשְׁ ךֵ֔ כִֹ֖    עוֹד  שִמְׁ

Henceforth your name shall be called not Jacob, but Israel. (Gen. 32:29 Heb.)*  

(Negated object)  
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(1d)      ה מִָ֣ נֵֹ֖י מִרְׁ וֹב ־לאֹומאֹזְׁ                ׃טֶֽ
And dishonest scales are not good. (Prov. 20:23) 

(Negated predicate adjective with elided verb) 

 Note that when the subject or object is negated, it receives some prominence and an alter-

native usually is stated or implied. This is not necessarily the situation for the negated verb; this 

suggests that the clause is negated through the verb in the general instance and through the other 

constituents in the special case.  

13.1.2 The Special Negation Transformation  

 In the special circumstance where the verb is to be negated and it is in the durative aspect 

and current tense, that is, the verb phrase consists of the participle without the auxiliary verb הׇיׇה 

, the syntax of the negated clause is as follows:2  

 (1a)  S(neg) = אֵין + S(pos)  

 If the subject of S becomes a pronoun immediately following אֵין, then it is attached to  ין  אִֵ֣

as a suffix. However, if the word order of S is altered by a transformation so that the pronoun does 

not immediately follow ין  ,then the pronoun will stand alone in the nominative. In some cases ,אִֵ֣

ין  ,may take an anticipatory pronoun suffix in agreement with the named subject for number אִֵ֣

gender, and person.3  

הִנֵֵ֥ה    וֹראֵיןוְׁ ף בַבֵּ֑   ־יוֹסֵֹ֖

And behold, Joseph was not in the pit. (Gen. 37:29)  

וֹ      יָדֵ֔ ומָה  בְׁ א  ת־כָל־מְׁ ה אֶֶֽ הַר ראִֶֹ֤ ר בֵית־הַסָֹ֗ ין׀ שִַ֣  אִֵ֣

The keeper of the prison did not look into anything  

that was under his hand. (Gen. 39:23) 

ין    ם אֵֵ֥ כֵֶּ֑ בְׁ קִרְׁ הוָֹ֖ה בְׁ    יְׁ

The LORD is not among you. (Num. 14:42) 

בֶן׃ נִיאֵינֶָ֛    ם תֶֶֽ ן לָכֶֹ֖    נֹתֵֵ֥

I am not giving you straw. (Exod. 5:10) 

(Subject is a pronoun suffix)  

 

2 This also includes the negated copulative clause in the durative aspect and current tense.  

3 GKC § 152 i-q discusses the various nuances implied when negating a clause in this manner, and when 

granting various parts of speech position prominence.  
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13.1.3 Other Uses of Negation  

 Other uses of negation occur in Hebrew, such as negated prepositional phrases, negated 

infinitive phrases, and so forth. Negations like these are made in subsequent transformations, and 

are not defined at this level.  

13.2 Voice Transformations  

 Kernel clauses are in the active voice by definition. The active voice gives role prominence 

to the doer of the deed (the agent) by making it the subject of the verb. Voice transformations are 

used to change role prominence in some manner. There are three types of voice transformations: 

(1) the passive transformations, (2) the reflexive transformations, and (3) the middle transfor-

mations. 

13.2.1 Passive Transformations  

 The passive voice grants role prominence to the recipient of the verbal action by making it 

the subject of the verb, by changing the verb to its corresponding passive stem, and by placing the 

doer of the deed in a phrase of agency. Obviously, this transformation can be performed only on 

transitive clauses. This is expressed formally as  

 (2)  Given: S(act) = N1(nom) + V(act) + N2(acc) + etc.  

   then: S(pas) = N2(nom) + V(pas) +  ְׁב + N1(gen) + etc.  

The object (N2) of the verb in the kernel clause becomes the subject of the transformed clause in 

the nominative case; the verb (V) is changed to its corresponding passive stem4 inflected in agree-

ment with its new subject (N2) for number, gender, and person; and what was the subject (N1) in 

the kernel clause becomes the agent governed by the preposition  ְׁ5 ב in the genitive case. The rest 

of the clause (if any) remains unchanged.  

  

 

4 There is rather consistent correspondence between the active and passive meaning of the Hebrew verbal 

stems: the qal stem finds its passive meaning expressed by the niphal, the piel by the pual, and the hiphil by the 

hophal. The hithpael occasionally expresses the passive voice for some verbs.  

5 Gesenius (GKC § 121 f) states that the agent is governed by  ְׁל, but his examples mostly employ participles 

rather than finite verbs. Passive participles have special means for expressing agency that do not apply to the general 

case involving finite verbs. (See BDB p. 514 under  ְׁל, meaning 5e; also see BDB p. 89 under  ְׁב, meaning 2c; also see 

RJW 245, 280.)  
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  (a)                    ה הוֵָ֔ אֲדנִֹי   צִוִָ֣היְׁ  
                 No

2       Vact    Ns
1  

          Q               | 

                 S(act) 

The LORD commanded my lord (active) (Num. 36:2)* 

               Ns
1             Vact               No

2  

וִָ֣ה בֶַֽ  אדנִֹי  וֶַֽ  ה צֻׁ יהוֵָ֔  

                 N1 |     Vpas    Ns
2  

          Q              | 

                S(pass)          

and my lord was commanded by the LORD (passive) (Num. 36:2) 

          Ns
2             Vpas                         N1  

  (b)                  הוָָ֛ה יעַ   יְׁ ל  הוֹשִֵ֥ רָאֵֵּ֑    אֶת־יִשְׁ

         No
2               Vact     Ns

1  

          Q                | 

                 S(act) 

The LORD saved Israel (active) (1 Sam. 14:23)* 

         Ns
1       Vact     No

2  
 

רָאֵל         ע ישְׁ הבַ  נוֹשִַ֣    יהוֵָ֔
        N1 |      Vpas      Ns

2  

                 Q              | 

             S(pass)          

Israel shall be saved by the LORD. (passive) (Isa. 45:17) 

      Ns
2             Vpas                     N1  

  (c)         ְם  שפֵֹך אָדֵָ֔ ם הֶָֽ ם בֶָֽ  דִַ֣ וֹ  אָדָֹ֖ ךְדָמִ֣    יִשָפֵֵּ֑
He who sheds man’s blood (active)  

His blood shall be shed by man. (passive) (Gen. 9:6) 

 13.2.1.1 In many passive clauses found in the Old Testament, the agent has been elided. 

Such elision is accounted for by subsequent transformations that reduce redundant information. It 

is not necessary to account for elision in this present transformation. For the sake of illustration 

the following examples are given with elided agents.  

ח   קֵָ֔ פָט  לֻׁ צֶר ומִמִשְׁ   מֵעִֹ֤
He was taken from prison and from judgment. (Isa. 53:8) 

אדֹ  ר לֶַֽ פַֹ֖ סֻׁ וֹר׃ יְׁ  נִָ֣י לַדֶֽ

It shall be recounted of the Lord to the next generation. (Psa. 22:31) 
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ים    כָרִ  אֵלֶה נִזְׁ ים הֶָ֠ הַיָמִִ֣  וְׁ

וֹר   וֹר וָדָ֗ כָל־דִ֣ ים בְׁ נַעֲשִ֜ וְׁ  

פָחֵָ֔   פָחָה  ומִשְׁ מִשְׁ  

דִינָֹ֖ה   ה ומְׁ דִינֵָ֥ מְׁ  

יר   יר וָעִֵּ֑ עִִ֣    וְׁ

These days should be remembered  

and kept by every generation,  

every family,  

every province,  

and every city. (Est. 9:28) 

 13.2.1.2 Double object clauses usually have one object expressing the recipient of the ac-

tion and a second object expressing an auxiliary relationship. These clauses may undergo the pas-

sive transformation defined by rule (2) where N2 represents the recipient object, not the auxiliary 

object.  

א   מַלִֵ֤ מֶת  תְׁ יִםאֶת־הַחֵ     מֵַ֔

She filled the skin with water. (Gen. 21:19) (active)  

לֵא כָל־נֵֹ֖בֶל       יֵֶָּּֽ֑יִןיִמִָ֣

Every bottle will be filled with wine. (Jer. 13:12)  

(passive with elided agent)  

יִתוְׁ    א   הַבַֹ֖ ןיִמָלֵֵ֥    ׃עָשֶָֽ

And the house was filled with smoke. (Isa. 6:4) 

(passive with elided agent)  

יִת       א  הַבַ  ן יִמָלִֵ֤ עָנֵָ֔    אֶת־הִֶ֣

The house was filled with the cloud. (Ezek. 10:4) 

(passive with elided agent)  

 13.2.1.3 The Impersonal Passive. Hebrew has an impersonal passive idiom in which the 

verb is in the passive stem, but the recipient remains in the accusative. The verb has an elided 

indefinite subject. The transformation is as follows:  

 (2a)  Given: S = N1(nom) + V(act) + N2(acc) + etc.  

  then: S(pas) = V(pas) + N2(acc) + etc.  

ו      י עֵשָֹ֖ רֵֵ֥ ה אֶת־דִבְׁ קֵָ֔ רִבְׁ גִַ֣ד  לְׁ  יֻׁ
There was told to Rebekah the words of Esau. 

or 

Esau’s words were told to Rebekah. (Gen. 27:42) 
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13.2.2 The Reflexive Transformation 

 In the basic transitive verbal clause, the subject (the doer of the deed) acts upon the object 

(the recipient of the deed), and it is understood that the subject and object are different. The reflex-

ive transformation is used to express the fact that the subject and object are the same, that is, the 

subject is acting upon himself. There are four types of reflexive transformations: (1) the reflexive 

stem transformation, (2) the “self” transformation, (3) the reflexive pronoun transformation, and 

(4) the partial reflexive transformation.  

 13.2.2.1 The Reflexive Stem Transformation. One of the most common means of express-

ing the reflexive voice is to use one of the reflexive stems of the verb. If the verb of the kernel 

clause is in the Qal stem, the reflexive voice is usually expressed by the Niphal stem; and if the 

kernel verb is in the Piel stem, the reflexive voice is usually expressed by the Hithpael stem. How-

ever, the lexicon must be consulted for the correct reflexive stem of any given verb. In this trans-

formation the kernel verb is changed to its corresponding reflexive stem, and the object of the 

kernel clause is deleted.6 This is expressed formally as  

 (3)  Given: S = N1(nom) + V(act) + N1(acc) + etc.  

   then: S(refl) = N1(nom) + V(refl) [- N1(acc)] + etc.  

 Or 

  Given: S = N1(nom) + V(act) + P + N1(gen) + etc. 

   then: S(refl) = N1(nom) + V(refl) [- P - N1(gen)] + etc. 

Given: 

ֶּ֭הוָה  עזֹ  אִזֵר  יְׁ  

The LORD is girded with strength (Psa. 93:1)* 

then: 

ֶּ֭הוָה עזֹ  אַזֵָּ֑ר  יְׁ הִתְׁ  

The LORD has girded Himself with strength (Psa. 93:1) 

ם   עָָ֗ חַבְׁ לֶךְ רְׁ אַמֵץהַמִֶ֣    הִתְׁ
King Rehoboam strengthened himself (1 Kgs. 12:18) 

הו    יָ  קוַאֲמַצְׁ חַזֵַ֔    הִתְׁ
And Amaziah strengthened himself (2 Chr. 25:11) 

 13.2.2.2 The Self Transformation. Another common method of expressing the reflexive 

voice is to substitute one of the Hebrew words for “self” in place of the object of the verb. This 

 

6 In the notation, the constituents enclosed in brackets [] are the ones elided. 
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method would be necessary in case a given verb had no reflexive stem. In this situation the kernel 

verb remains in its active stem. The most common word for “self” is  נֶפֶש  (lit. soul = self).7 This 

is expressed formally as  

 (3a)  Given: S = N1(nom) + V(act) + N1(acc) + etc.  

  then: S(refl) = N1(nom) + V(act) + “SELF”(acc) + etc.  

  Or 

  Given: S = N1(nom) + V(act) + P + N1(gen) + etc. 

then: S(refl) = N1(nom) + V(act) + P + “SELF”(gen) + etc. 
 

where “SELF” is in agreement with N1 for number unless it is construed as a collective singular.  

Given: 

ל   רָאֵֵּ֑ ה יִשְׁ בִָ֣ שֻׁ הּ  מְׁ שָֹ֖ ה נַפְׁ ָקֵָ֥ ל צִדְׁ רָאֵֵּ֑ ה יִשְׁ בִָ֣ שֻׁ ה׃  מְׁ הודֶָֽ ה יְׁ  מִבגֵֹדָֹ֖

Backsliding Israel has shown backsliding Israel more righteous 
than treacherous Judah. (Jer. 3:11)*  

then: 

ל   רָאֵֵּ֑ ה יִשְׁ בִָ֣ שֻׁ ה  מְׁ ָקֵָ֥ הּ צִדְׁ שָֹ֖ ה׃ נַפְׁ הודֶָֽ ה יְׁ  מִבגֵֹדָֹ֖

Backsliding Israel has shown herself more righteous  

than treacherous Judah. (Jer. 3:11)* 

ע    ילאֹ־אֵדֵַ֥ שִָ֗    נַפְׁ

I do not know myself. (Job 9:21)  

ר    מֹ  ך֜ ושְׁ שְׁ דנַפְׁ אָֹ֗    מְׁ

Diligently keep yourself. (Deut. 4:9) 

או    תֵיכֶםאַל־תַשִִ֤ שֶֹֽ    נַפְׁ

Do not deceive yourselves. (Jer. 37:9)8  

 13.2.2.3 The Reflexive Pronoun Transformation. An alternative to the “self” transforma-

tion above, Hebrew expresses the reflexive by substituting a personal pronoun in place of the ob-

ject of the verb. Hebrew has no reflexive pronouns as do English and Greek. The pronoun must 

agree with the subject in number, gender, and person. This is expressed formally as  

 

 

7 The word נֶפֶש is used over 50 times in the Old Testament to express the reflexive (BDB, p. 660). The 

word -is used at times to mean “self,” but not in the reflexive transformation (BDB, p. 782 (lit. bone = self)   עֶצֶם

83).  

8 See also 1 Kgs. 19:4; Job 18:4; 32:2; Isa. 47:14. 
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 (3b)  Given: S = N1(nom) + V(act) + N1(acc) + etc.  

   then: S(refl) = N1(nom) + V(act) + R1(acc)9 + etc.  

  Or 

Given: S = N1(nom) + V(act) + P + N1(gen) + etc. 

then: S(refl) = N1(nom) + V(act) + P + R1(gen) + etc. 

 

Given: 

ים לָ  בָנָיו       לִִ֤ לְׁ ָקֶַֽ יומְׁ    בָנֵָ֔

His sons made his sons vile. (1 Sam. 3:13)* 

then: 

יו     ים לָ  בָנֵָ֔ לִִ֤ לְׁ ָקֶַֽ    הֶם  מְׁ

His sons made themselves vile. (1 Sam. 3:13)* 

ע      רִָ֣ ם בְׁ ל אֹתָֹ֖ רָאֵָ֛ י־יִשְׁ נֵֶֽ י בְׁ רֵֹּ֧ טְׁ ו שֶֹֽ אַּ֞  וַיִרְׁ
The officers of the Children of Israel saw themselves in trouble. (Exod. 5:19) 

ו לָ    ב  םהֲיַעַזְׁ     הִֶ֤

Will they fortify themselves? (Neh. 3:34; 4:2 Eng.)  

 13.2.2.4 The Partial Reflexive Transformation. At times the subject of the verb may be 

acting upon himself and upon others. In this case, the reflexive pronoun or word for “self” is in-

cluded as part of a compound object in the reflexive pronoun transformation above.  

הודִים       ו עֲלֵי הַיְׁ לִ֣ םקִבְׁ עַל־ הֶ  ם׀ וְׁ עָ֜    זַרְׁ

The Jews imposed it upon themselves  

and upon their descendants. (Est. 9:27)* 

13.2.3 The Middle Transformation 

 Sometimes the subject may be acting for his own benefit or on his own behalf. This can be 

true of both transitive and intransitive clauses. There are four types of middle transformations: (1) 

the middle stem transformation, (2) the “self” transformation, (3) the reflexive pronoun transfor-

mation, and (4) the partial middle transformation.10  

 13.2.3.1 The Middle Stem Transformation. One of the most common means of expressing 

the middle voice is to use one of the middle stems of the verb. If the verb of the kernel clause is in 

the Qal stem, the middle voice is usually expressed by the Niphal stem; and if the kernel verb is 

 

9 The symbol R represents a pronoun. 

10 For a discussion of the difference between the passive and middle voice, see § 5.6.4.  
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in the Piel stem, the middle voice is usually expressed by the Hithpael stem. However, the lexicon 

must be consulted for the correct middle stem of any given verb. In this transformation the kernel 

verb is changed to its corresponding middle stem without any change to the rest of the clause. This 

is expressed formally as  

 (4)  Given: S = N1(nom) + V(act) + etc.  

  then: S(mid) = N1(nom) + V(mid) + etc.  

 

  Given: 

וֹ  לוֹ שָאַל  אוֹל שָ  ͏דָוִד חֶם עִירֵ֔ ית־לִֶ֣ נִי לָרוץ  בֵֶֽ מִמִֶ֤  
David earnestly asked for himself of me to run over to Bethlehem, his city (1 Sam. 20:6) 

  then: 

ל   אַ  אֹל  נִשְׁ וֹ נִשְׁ חֶם עִירֵ֔ ית־לִֶ֣ נִי דָוִד  לָרוץ  בֵֶֽ  (Sam. 20:6 1) מִמִֶ֤

David earnestly asked for himself of me to run over to Bethlehem, his city (1 Sam. 20:6) 

לֶךְ׃  תִי מִן־הַמֶֶֽ לְׁ אֵַ֥  נִשְׁ

I requested leave for myself from the king. (Neh. 13:6) 

 13.2.3.2 The Self Transformation. Another means for expressing the middle voice is to 

add a prepositional “self” phrase. The preposition expresses the specific nuance of benefit, and the 

word “self” expresses the middle idea. The same word for “self” is used here as in the reflexive 

transformation above. This is expressed formally as  

 (4a)  Given: S = N1(nom) + V(act) + etc.  

   then: S(mid) = N1(nom) + V(act) + P + SELF + etc.  

ו    מֵ֥ ר קִיְׁ כַאֲשֶָ֛ ם עַל־וְׁ שָֹ֖ עַל־ נַפְׁ םוְׁ עֵָּ֑    זַרְׁ

As they had decreed for themselves and their descendants. (Est. 9:31) 

 13.2.3.3 The Reflexive Pronoun Transformation. Another means for expressing the mid-

dle voice is to add a prepositional pronoun phrase. The preposition expresses the specific nuance 

of benefit, and the pronoun expresses the middle idea. The pronoun must be in agreement with the 

subject for number, gender, and person. This is expressed formally as  

 (4b)  Given: S = N1(nom) + V(act) + etc.  

   then: S(mid) = N1(nom) + V(act) + P + R(gen) + etc.  

ו לָ    ם ויַעֲשֵ֥ ת׃  הֶֹ֖    חֲגֹרֶֹֽ

They made themselves coverings. (Gen. 3:7)  
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ו לָ    שֵ֥ קשְֹׁ ו וְׁ כֵ֔ םהֵם יֵֶֽלְׁ בֶן׃ הֶֹ֖   תֶֶֽ

Let them go and gather straw for themselves. (Exod. 5:7) 

 13.2.3.4 The Partial Middle Transformation. At times the subject of the verb may be act-

ing on behalf of himself and others. In this case, the reflexive pronoun or word for “self” is included 

as part of a compound prepositional phrase as in the reflexive pronoun transformation above.  

ו    מֵ֥ ר קִיְׁ כַאֲשֶָ֛ ם עַל־וְׁ שָֹ֖ עַל־ נַפְׁ םוְׁ עֵָּ֑    זַרְׁ

As they decreed for themselves and their descendants. (Est. 9:31) 

13.3 Causative Transformations 

 In Hebrew, the relationship between intransitive clauses, transitive-1 clauses, and transi-

tive-2 clauses can often be explained as the result of causative transformations. That is, an intran-

sitive clause can be made a transitive-1 clause by introducing a causing agent; and a transitive-1 

clause can be made a transitive-2 clause by introducing a second causing agent. If this were uni-

versally true in Hebrew, then the syntax of the kernel clauses would be simpler. However, it seems 

impossible to map these relationships for all Hebrew verbs. Therefore, this section is included for 

the sake of completeness, but is not incorporated into the syntax of kernel clauses.  

13.3.1 Causative Transformation on Intransitive Clauses 

 An intransitive clause may be transformed into a transitive-1 clause by means of a causative 

transformation. This is expressed formally as  

 (5)  Given: S(intr) = N1(nom) + V0 

  then: S(caus) = N2(nom) + V1(caus) + N1(acc) 

where S(intr) is an intransitive clause defining the action or state of its subject N1, and S(caus) is 

the same clause transformed into its causative form with a named causing agent N2. What was the 

subject (N1) of the intransitive clause becomes the object of the transformed transitive clause. The 

verb (V) of the intransitive clause takes on its causative stem11 in agreement with its new subject, 

the causing agent (N2), for number, gender, and person. Rule (5) does not take into account the 

fact that the verb may govern its object by means of a preposition, but this should be understood 

as an actual possibility. The transformation is illustrated by an example.  

  

 

11 The causative stem is not predictable. The lexicon must be consulted for any given verb. Sometimes the 

Qal stem is both intransitive and transitive; sometimes the Piel stem is causative of the Qal; and often the Hiphil stem 

is causative of the Qal or the Piel.  
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י־עֵלִי          נֵֶֽ נִֵ֤י בְׁ תו  שְׁ מֵֵ֔  

         V0   +        N1 

The two sons of Eli died. (1 Sam. 4:11) 

 

ור          לֶךְ אַשִ֤ ית   מֶ  ין   הֵמִֶֽ צִֹ֖ אֶת־רְׁ  
            N1        +   V1(caus)+    N2 

              The king of Assyria  killed  Rezin (2 Kgs. 16:9)* 

                   N2         V1  +  N1 

13.3.2 Causative Transformations on Transitive Clauses 

 A transitive-1 clause may be transformed into a transitive-2 clause by means of a causative 

transformation. This is expressed formally as  

 (5a)  Given: S(tr-1) = N1(nom) + V1 + N2(acc) 

   then: S(caus) = N3(nom) + V2(caus) + N1(acc) + N2(acc) 

where S(tr-1) is a transitive-1 clause defining the action or state of its subject N1 with respect to 

its object N2, and S(caus) is the same clause transformed into its causative form with a named 

causing agent N3. What was the subject (N1) of the transitive-1 clause becomes the first object of 

the transformed transitive-2 clause; and what was the object (N2) becomes the second object of the 

transformed transitive-2 clause. The verb (V) of the transitive-1 clause takes on its causative stem 

in agreement with its new subject, the causing agent (N3), for number, gender, and person. The 

transformation is illustrated by an example adapted for use from Gen. 41:42.  

ף     ש  יוֹסֵֹ֖ יו   לָבַֹ֖ גָדֵָ֔ אֶת־בְׁ  

                      N2     +      V1  +   N1 = S(tr-1) 

Joseph put on his clothes 

     N1       V          N2 

ה       עִֹ֤ בִיש  פַרְׁ ףאֶת־הִלְׁ ש יוֹסֵֹ֖ דֵי־שֵֵ֔   בִגְׁ

                       N2     +       N1  +  V2(caus)  +  N3 = S(tr-2) 

                     Pharaoh clothed Joseph in fine linen garments. (Gen. 41:42*) 

  N3      V(caus)    N1             N2 

Rule (5a) does not take into account the fact that the verb may govern either object by means of a 

preposition, but this should be understood as an actual possibility. The transformation is illustrated 

by an example adapted for use from Gen. 24:67.  

ה       הֱלָה  שָרִָ֣ אָה אֶל  הָאֹ  ה בֵָ֔ ָקֵָּ֑       רִבְׁ
                                N2     +     P  +   V     +   N1     = S(intr) 

Rebekah came to Sarah’s tent. 

N1       V    P          N2 
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ה        הֱלָה  שָרִָ֣ ה אֶל  הָאֹ  ָקֵָּ֑ יא אֶת־רִבְׁ ק  הֵבִֵ֥ חָָ֗  יִצְׁ
                                                     N2           +  P +         N1      +   V    +   N3 = S(caus) 

Isaac brought Rebekah to Sarah’s tent. (Gen. 24:67)* 

N3    V(caus)      N1      P        N2 

13.4 Position Prominence Transformation  

 In addition to the various other ways in which Hebrew may grant prominence to a part of 

speech in a clause, any principal constituent of a clause may be granted “position prominence.” 

Position prominence is granted by moving a constituent from its normal position in the kernel 

clause to either first or last position. Since the subject is normally in first kernel position (§ 12.2.1), 

it would be moved to last position for prominence; but the other constituents usually are moved to 

first position. Position prominence is expressed formally as  

(6)  Given: S(X) 

 then: S(emph X) = X + S(-X) [first position prominence] 

 or: S(emph X) = S(-X) + X [last position prominence] 

where S(X) represents any clause containing constituent X, and where X may be a noun phrase 

(N), an predicate adjective phrase (A), an adverb phrase (D), a verb phrase (V), or a predicate (Q). 

S(-X) represents all the constituents of the given clause except constituent X.  

13.4.1 First Position Prominence 

ם גֶז  שִָ֣ לו רֵֹּ֑ דְׁ שָעִים חִָ֣ ֶּ֭ רְׁ  

There the wicked cease from troubling (Job 3:17) 

[adverb with first position prominence] 

לִבִי    ֶּ֭ תִי בְׁ נְׁ ךצָפִַ֣ רָתֵֶּ֑    אִמְׁ

In my heart I have hidden Your word. (Psa. 119:11)  

[Adverb phrase with first position prominence] 

תִי     פַרְׁ י סִֶּ֭ רָכִַ֣  דְׁ

I have declared my ways. (Psa. 119:26) 

[Object with first position prominence] 

 The first position transformation is also used in conjunction with the Waw Consecutive 

Transformation employed by the Sequence Grammar described in § 19.1.3. It moves the verb to 

first position, after which the aspect form of the verb is inverted. 

13.4.2 Last Position Prominence 

י      שִֵּ֑ ר נַפְׁ ה לֶעָפִָ֣ ָקִָ֣ בְׁ  דֶָֽ
My soul clings to the dust. (Psa. 119:25) 

[Subject with last position prominence] 
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םוְׁ  וחו  שֵָ֥ נָ֗ חַ יָ֜ יעֵי כֶֹֽ גִִ֣  ׃ יְׁ
And there the weary are at rest. (Job 3:17) 

[Subject with last position and adverb with first position prominence] 

 

וֹשֵל  ון  כֶּ֭ קִימִ֣ יךיְׁ    מִלֵֶּ֑
Your words have upheld him who was stumbling, (Job 4:4) 

[Subject with last position and adverbial participle with first position prominence] 

רוחַ עַל־פָנִַ֣י  ף וְׁ    יַחֲלֵֹּ֑
Then a spirit passed before my face. (Job 4:15) 

[Verb with last position prominence] 

13.4.3 Casus Pendens 

 The Casus Pendens transformation is like the first position prominence transformation ex-

cept that it is limited to noun phrases, and does not delete the emphasized element. Instead, it 

substitutes a pronoun in place of the emphasized element. This is expressed formally as 

 (6a)  Given: S(Ni) 

  then: S(cas pen Ni) = Ni + S(-Ni + Ri) [casus pendens] 

          
And as for Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain (Gen. 4:22) 

(subject emphasized) 

לָה  יְׁ ו יִקָחֵ֪  הַהוא   הַלֵַ֥ פֶל  הִּ֫    אֵֹ֥
As for that night, may darkness seize it.  (Job 3:6) 

When the subject phrase is more complex, it may be resumed in the associated sentence by an 

alternate substitute instead of a pronoun. 

יש שֶת אִֵ֔ אַף  אֶת־אִֵ֣ ר יִנְׁ יש אֲשִֶ֤ אִָ֗  וְׁ

הו  שֶת רֵעֵֵּ֑ ף אֶת־אִֵ֣ אַֹ֖ ר יִנְׁ  אֲשֵֶ֥

ת  וֹת־יומֵַ֥ פֶת מֶֽ הַנֹאֶָֽ ף וְׁ  ׃הַנֹאֵֹ֖
The man who commits adultery with another man's wife,  

he who commits adultery with his neighbor's wife,  

the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. (Lev. 20:10) 

And the associated sentence may even be linked idiomatically with its subject by means of a con-

junction. 

ר יָ  יא אֲשִֶ֣ ךְ הַנָבִֶּ֡ ר אִַ֣ דַבֵֵ֔ א־צִוִיתִיו  לְׁ ֶֹֽ ר ל ת אֲשִֶ֤ י אִֵ֣ מִָ֗ ר בִשְׁ ר דָבָ֜ דַבֵ   זִיד  לְׁ

ים  ים אֲחֵרִֵּ֑ ם אֱלֹהִִ֣ שֵֹ֖ ר בְׁ דַבֵֵ֔ ר יְׁ  וַאֲשִֶ֣

ת ו וא׃ מֵֹ֖ יא הַהֶֽ  הַנָבִֵ֥
But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name,  
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which I have not commanded him to speak,  

or who speaks in the name of other gods, 

 that prophet shall die.' (Deut. 18:20) 

13.5 Mode Transformations 

 Kernel clauses are defined as declarations. If a clause is to be framed as an exclamation or 

a question, the appropriate transformation must be invoked.  

13.5.1 The Exclamatory Transformation 

 A clause is made an exclamation by preceding it with an exclamatory particle such as  12,מָה 

 Frequently one of the constituents of the clause is also granted .(See § 11.4) אֵיכָכָה or ,אֵיכָה ,אֵיךְ

first position prominence.13 This is expressed formally as  

 (7)  Given: S(decl) 

  then: S(excl) = מָה + S(decl) 

ה   ך מֶָֽ מְׁ יר שִֶּ֭ רֶץ־אַדִִ֣ כָל־הָאֵָּ֑    בְׁ

How excellent is Your name in all the earth! (Psa. 8:1) 

[Predicate adjective with first position prominence] 

ה   ךמֶָֽ תִי תוֹרָתֵֶּ֑ בְׁ    ־אָהֵַ֥

Oh, how I love Your law! (Psa. 119:97)  

[Verb with first position prominence] 

וֹם הַזֵֶּ֑ה  מַה   א הַמָקִ֣ ־נוֹרָֹ֖  

How dreadful is this place! (Gen. 28:17) 

[Predicate adjective with first position prominence] 

13.5.2 Interrogative Transformations 

 The syntax of a kernel clause is defined as a declaration. If a clause is to be framed as a 

question an interrogative transformation must be invoked. A clause may be transformed into a 

number of interrogative forms: (1) the truth of a clause may be questioned; (2) the identity of any 

participants of a clause may be questioned; and (3) any adverbial question may be asked about the 

 

12 The exclamatory particle is distinguished from the interrogatory pronoun by the fact that the exclamatory 

clause is complete, whereas an interrogative pronoun מָה stands in place of an element of the clause it precedes, and 

the clause would be incomplete without it. Exclamatory מָה occurs 33 times and is linked to its following word by 

Maqqeph 30 times and by a conjunctive accent 3 times. 

13 BDB, p. 253, meaning 2.b. They indicate that the constituent with first position prominence is usually 
a predicate adjective or a verb. Actually, it is a finite verb 20 times, a participle twice, an adjective 8 times and 
a common noun 3 times. 
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clause. Any question may be used directly to request information; it may be used indirectly to 

report the invoking of a question; or it may be used rhetorically to imply that the author and the 

audience both know the answer, or to imply the impossibility of the given clause. The statistics of 

the interrogative particles are provided in § 1.3. 

 13.5.2.1 The Truthfulness Interrogative Transformation. The truth of a clause is ques-

tioned by introducing the clause with the interrogative particle  ֲה. The particle is prepositive and 

attached to the first word of the clause.14 The transformation is used for direct questions where the 

answer is uncertain. It also is used for questions expressing a note of surprise, or for rhetorical 

questions to which a negative answer is expected. It is used in disjunctive questions where the first 

alternative is introduced with  ֲה and the second is introduced with 15.אִם This is expressed formally 

as 

 (8)  Given: S 

  then: S(true?) =  ֲה + S 

where S is any clause of any type and complexity.16 

כִי׃ הֲ  י אָנֶֹֽ ר אָחִֹ֖  שמֵֵֹ֥

 Am I my brother’s keeper? (Gen. 4:9) 

[Rhetorical question, negative response expected] 

קֶתהַ  ה מֵינֵֶ֔ אתִי לָךְ  אִשִָ֣ קָרִָ֤ ךְ וְׁ  אֵלֵָ֗

Shall I go and call a nurse for you? (Exod. 2:7) 

נו הֲ  בֵֹ֖ קִרְׁ הוָָ֛ה בְׁ יִן׃  אִםיֵֹּ֧ש יְׁ  ־אֶָֽ

Is the LORD among us or not? (Exod. 17:7) 

ה הֲ    נו אַתָֹ֖ ינו׃אִםלֵָ֥ צָרֵֶֽ    ־לְׁ

Are You for us or for our adversaries? (Josh. 5:13)  

[Disjunctive alternative questions] 

יָד֜וֹ     ה בְׁ עִילָ  נִי בַעֲלֵי  קְׁ ִ֣ גִרֻׁ  הֲ יַסְׁ

 

14 BDB p. 209. 

15 If the alternative is simply the negative of the first clause, then the first clause is followed by ֹאִם־לא 

without repeating the clause. For clauses using the negative alternative is expressed by ,  יֶש  as in the example   אִם־אַיִן

of Exod. 17:7. 

16 S may even be a sequence of coordinate clauses in which case the interrogative particle need not be repeated 

with each S, but the interrogating nuance is carried over from clause to clause. See 1 Sam. 6:6b; 15:7. 
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Will the lords of Keilah deliver me into his hand? (1 Sam. 23:11) 

 13.5.2.2 The Constituent Identity Interrogative Transformation. The various substantive 

members of a clause may be questioned by introducing the clause with an interrogative pronoun 

R
i
. The questioned substantive, because it is unknown, is omitted from the clause. The personal 

interrogative pronoun מִי is used to question personal substantives, and the impersonal interroga-

tive pronoun מַה is used for impersonal substantives.
17

 This is expressed formally as 

 (8a)  Given: S(N) 

  then: S(N?) → R
i
 + S(-N) 

where S(N) represents a clause containing the substantive N as a constituent, S(N?) represents the 

interrogative form of S that questions the identify of N, and S(-N) represents the same clause with-

out substantive N.  

ב   עֲקֵֹּ֑ ום יֶַֽ י יָקֹ֖    מִֵ֥

Who shall raise Jacob? (Amos 7:2) 

ם׃   ר אֲלֵהֶֶֽ ה אֹמַֹ֖ וֹ מֵָ֥ מֵ֔    מַה־שְׁ

What is His name? What shall I say to them? (Exod. 3:13) 

 If the substantive under question is part of a phrase—that is, it has a modifier, it is governed 

in the genitive case by a preposition or a construct noun, or it is governed in the accusative case 

by   אֶת —then the interrogative pronoun is substituted in place of the questioned substantive and 

the entire phrase is placed first in the clause.  

י־בַת   תְׁ  מִִ֣    אֵַ֔

Whose daughter are you? (Gen. 24:23)  

[A genitive governed by a construct noun] 

׀    י אֶת־שוֹר  תִי וַ מִ  חְׁ וֹרלָקַ֜ י   חֲמֹּ֧ תִימִִ֣ חְׁ    לָקַָ֗

Whose ox have I taken or whose donkey have I taken? (1 Sam. 12:3) 

[A genitive governed by a construct noun] 

יוְׁ    תִי   אֶת־מִִ֤ קְׁ י עָשַ  וֹתִיאֶת־מִִ֣    רַצֵ֔

Whom have I defrauded; whom have I oppressed? (1 Sam. 12:3)  

[An accusative governed by אֶת] 

פֶר מִי  ־מִיַדו   תִי כֵֹ֔ חְׁ    לָָקִַ֣

Or from whose hand have I taken a bribe? (1 Sam. 12:3)  

[A genitive in a prepositional phrase] 

 

 

17 BDB, pp. 552-54, 566-67.  
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י    יך  מִִ֤ כָל־עֲבָדֶ  דבְׁ דָוִִ֣ ן כְׁ   נֶאֱמֵָ֔

Who among all your servants is faithful like David? (1 Sam. 22:14)  

[A nominative with an adverbial modifying phrase] 

ל    רָאֵֵ֔ לֶךְ יִשְׁ י יָצָא  מִֶ֣ י מִִ֤  אַחֲרֵ 

י   י אַחֲרֵֵ֥ ף מִֹ֖ ה רדֵֵֹּ֑    אַתִָ֣

After whom has the king of Israel come out? 

After whom do you pursue? (1 Sam. 24:14) 

[A genitive governed by a preposition] 

 If the unknown constituent of the clause is the verb, then the question is formed by intro-

ducing it with the interrogative pronoun מֶה and substituting the verb  עָשָה in the slot of the un-

known verb. This is expressed formally as 

 (8b)  Given: S(V) 

  then: S(V?) = R
i
 + S(-V + עָשָה) 

where S(V) represents a clause containing a verb V as a constituent, S(V?) represents the interrog-

ative form of S that questions the identify of V, R
i
 is the interrogative pronoun מֶה what? and S(-

V + עָשָה) represents the same clause with the verb עָשָה substituted for V.  

ה ה־מֶֶֽ ם הַזֵֶּ֑ה   עָשֵָ֥ ךֹ֖ הָעִָ֣  לְׁ

ה׃   דלֶָֹֽ ה גְׁ יו חֲטָאֵָ֥ אתָ עָלָֹ֖ י־הֵבֵֵ֥  כִֶֽ

And Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you 
that you have brought so great a sin upon them?” (Exod. 32:21) 

 13.5.2.3 Adverbial Interrogative Transformations. Adverbial questions inquiring into the 

time, place, manner, reason, purpose, etc. of a clause are formed by introducing the clause with 

the appropriate interrogative adverb (D
i
). The more common interrogative adverbs are:  

 When?—  מָתַי   

 Where?—אֵיפֹה; or אַיֵה 
 How?—ְאֵיך; or אֵיכָה 
 Why?— מַדועַ   ; or לָמָה 

This is expressed formally as 

 (8c)  Given: S 

  then: S(when, where, how, or why?) = D
i
 + S 

ה    עַתָָ֗ י וְׁ י׃מָתַָ֛ בֵיתִֶֽ י לְׁ ה גַם־אָנֹכִֹ֖ עֱשֵֶ֥    אֶֶֽ
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And now when shall I also provide for my own house? (Gen. 30:30) 

ך אַיֵֹ֖ה  תֵֶּ֑ ה אִשְׁ  שָרִָ֣

Where is Sarah your wife? (Gen. 18:9)  

ה    ד אֵיפֵֹ֥ דָוִֵּ֑ ל וְׁ מואֵֹ֖    שְׁ

Where are Samuel and David? (1 Sam. 19:22) 

יךְ וְׁ    וא אֵֵ֥ תִי הִֵּ֑ תָ אֲחִֹ֣ רְׁ    אָמַֹ֖

How could you say “She is my sister”? (Gen. 26:9)  

ה  םאֵיכֵָ֥ חֲכֵֶ֥ י טָרְׁ בַדִֵּ֑ א לְׁ  אֶשָֹ֖

How can I alone bear your problems? (Deut. 1:12)  

ועַ    י מַדֹ֖ ם אֵלֵָּ֑    בָאתִֶ֣
Why have you come to me? (Gen. 26:27)  

מָה     נִי  לֵָ֥ תַֹ֖ גַזְׁ הִרְׁ  

Why have you disturbed me? (1 Sam. 28:15) 

 13.5.2.4 Indirect Interrogative Transformation. The above transformations are used also 

for indirect questions18 imbedded in other clauses. In this case, the indirect question functions 

almost like a relative pronoun clause, except that the indirect question is introduced by the appro-

priate interrogative particle, pronoun, or adverb, instead of אֲשֶר.  

תִי    עְׁ א יָדֵַ֔ ִֹ֣ לֶךְ ל אמֶר אֲבִימֵֶ֔ ִֹ֣  וַי

י ר הַזֵֶּ֑ה   מִֵ֥ ה אֶת־הַדָבִָ֣   עָשָֹ֖

Abimelech said, “I do not know who did this thing.” (Gen. 21:26) 

י    ידָה־נִָ֣א לִֵ֔ ה  הַגִֶֽ ים׃אֵיפֹֹ֖ ם רעִֶֹֽ    הֵֵ֥

Please tell me where they are feeding their flocks. (Gen. 37:16) 

13.6 Analyzing Clause Transformations 

 If a given clause is not in kernel clause form, then one or more transformations were exe-

cuted on it in the author’s generative process. Such synthesis transformations encode into a clause 

additional information over and above that contained in the kernel clause itself. The analysis pro-

cedure consists of undoing those transformations until the kernel clause is recovered in its unal-

tered form. Such “undoing” extracts from a clause the additional information encoded in it by the 

corresponding synthesis transformations. Once an expositor understands the primary structure of 

kernel clauses and the transformations such clauses may undergo, it will be relatively simple for 

 

18 For indirect questions see BDB p. 552 under מָה, and BDB p. 566 under מִי, meaning 1.c.  
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him to mentally recognize what transformations have been executed on a clause and extract the 

associated information. At the clause level, in addition to the basic kernel information a clause 

conveys, the following additional information may be extracted: (1) the degree and kind of nega-

tion, if any; (2) whether the clause is expressed in the active, passive, reflexive, or middle voice; 

(3) whether or not the clause conveys an element of causation; (4) whether or not a constituent of 

the clause has been granted position prominence; and (5) whether the clause is a declaration, ex-

clamation, or interrogation. All the above information encoded in a clause contributes to the overall 

meaning of the clause and to its contributory role in the overall discourse of which it is a part. 

Additional transformations may be performed on clauses such as aspect, tense, mood, elision, and 

substitution, but these are related to how clauses inter-relate in discourse. Such transformations are 

discussed in Chapter 19. 

13.7 Summary of Clause Transformations 

 Negation transformations 

  General Negation 

  Special Negation 

 Voice Transformations 

  Passive Transformation 

  Reflexive Transformation 

   Reflexive Stem Transformation 

   Self Transformation 

   Reflexive Pronoun Transformation 

  Middle Transformation 

   Middle Stem Transformation 

   Self Transformation 

   Reflexive Pronoun Transformation 

 Position Prominence Transformation 

  First Position Prominence Transformation 

  Last Position Prominence Transformation 

 Mode Transformations 

  Exclamation Transformation 

  Interrogative Transformations 

   Truthfulness Interrogative Transformation 

   Constituent Identity Interrogative Transformation 

   Adverbial Interrogative Transformation 
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   Indirect Interrogative Transformation 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 14 

The Syntax of Hebrew Adverb Phrases 

 Unlike Hebrew noun phrases and adjective phrases, which seem to be wholly explained on 

the basis of transformations on dependent clauses, some adverb phrases seem to originate in the 

basic prepositional phrase structure rule:  

P + N = D  

where P is any adverbial preposition and N is a noun (phrase). However, many adverbial phrases 

can be explained on the basis of the general transformation:  

X + S
j
 → X + Adverbial Modifier  

where X may be either N, A, D, V, Q, or even Si and where the dependency of Sj on X is expressed 

by an adverbial conjunction in the form X + Cs + S. Obviously Cs and S must be semantically 

consistent with the adverbial characteristics of X, and harmonious with the broader semantic con-

text in which X and S occur.  

 In the case where the adverbial modifier may be an adverbial prepositional phrase, the 

following surface structure results: 

X + Cs + Sj → X + P + N 

where P is an adverbial preposition expressing the same dependency as Cs, and N is derived from 

the content of Sj. N may be a simple noun (phrase) consisting of a key word from Sj, or one con-

taining the condensed concept of Sj, or a verbal noun phrase consisting of an infinitive construct 

with its associated constituents.1 In any case, the resultant P + N forms an adverb phrase. The 

complete transformation is:  

 

1 See discussion on verbal noun phrases § 14.4.  
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X + Cs + Sj → X + P + N 

where P and N are derived from Cs and Sj respectively.  

 Although the adverbial phrases derived from this general transformation may modify sev-

eral different parts of speech, depending on the identity of X, this chapter discusses the transfor-

mation as it applies to adverbs (i.e., X = D). Later chapters discuss the application to verbs, pred-

icates, and clauses.  

14.1 Dependent Adverb Clause  

 Some adverbial characteristics themselves have characteristics the values of which are de-

fined by adverbs, that is, an adverb with an adverbial modifier. The structure of this transformation 

is:  

(1) D1 + Sj(D1, D2) → D1 + D2  

where D1 is the adverb of interest, and Sj defines the value (D2) of some adverbial characteristic 

of D1.  

ד     אֵֹּ֑ ר מְׁ   מַהִֵ֣

 D2     D1 

D3  

very quickly (Zep. 1:14) 

[Dependent clause: The intensity of the quickness was very.] 

 Frequently the characteristic of intensity is expressed idiomatically by repeating the ad-

verb.  

ד׃   אֶֹֽ ד מְׁ אֵֹ֥   מְׁ

exceedingly (Gen. 17:2) 

[lit. very very] 

ט      עַָ֛ ט מְׁ עֵַ֥  מְׁ

very gradually (Exod. 23:30)  

[lit. little by little]  

לָה    עְׁ לָה מֵָּ֑ עְׁ    מִַ֣

very high (Deut. 28:43) 

[lit.: higher, higher]  

טָה   טָה מֶָֽ    מֵַ֥

very low (Deut. 28:43) 

[lit.: lower, lower]  

 At times an infinitive absolute is idiomatically used adverbially to modify another adver-

bial infinitive absolute.  
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ב טָ       חוֹן  הֵיטֵֵ֔

very finely (Deut. 9:21) 

[lit, crushing, doing good]  

ב   ר הֵיטֵֶֽ    בַאֵֵ֥

very plainly (Deut. 27:8) 

[lit.: making plain, doing good]  

14.2 Dependent Comparative Clause  

 An adverb may have a dependent phrase comparing its value with that of something else. 

The comparison of adverbs is expressed in a similar manner to that of adjectives, and the derivation 

of comparative adverbial phrases also is explained on the basis of the comparison of clauses (see 

the discussion of dependent comparative clauses in the chapter of adjective phrases § 15.7). How-

ever, because comparative phrases also are usually discussed in the context of adverbial phrases, 

the discussion of them is included here.  

14.2.1 The Similarity Degree of Comparison  

 Clauses are compared at the degree of similarity by the comparative conjunctions כֵן   . . . 

  :In English order the structure is . כַאֲשֶר

 S2 +   כֵן   + S1 +  כַאֲשֶר  

which is usually translated into English as “Just as S1 so S2,” or “S1 like S2.” When S1 and S2 assign 

a common adverb (D) as the value of the same adverbial attribute of similar referents, the environ-

ment is right for the comparative transformation of similarity. The resultant adverbial phrase of 

similarity would be:  

D +    ְׁכ  + N 

where D is the adverb common to S1 and S2,   ְׁכ is the comparative preposition of similarity that 

derives from   כַאֲשֶר . . .  כֵן, and N is the referent in S2 with which comparison is made. N may be 

a phrase. The resultant generative rule is: 

(2)  D + S(N, D) → D +  ְׁכ   + N 

where S is a comparative sentence of similarity of the above form. 

ימוֹ    לֵָ֗ יעו עָ֜ ב כַ יָרִֵ֥    גַנֶָֽ

they shouted at them as at a thief. (Job 30:5) 

Deep structure: Just as they shout at a thief, so they shouted at them (the fathers of Jobs three friends). 
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14.2.2 The Superior Degree2 of Comparison  

 Clauses are compared at the degree of superiority by יוֹתֵר מִן, the comparative conjunction. 

In English order the structure is:  

S1 + יוֹתֵר מִן + S2 

which usually is translated into English as “S1 more than S2.” When S1 and S2 assign a common 

adverb (D) as the value of the same adverbial attribute of similar referents, the environment is right 

for the comparative transformation of superiority.3 The surface structure of the resultant adverbial 

comparative phrase of superiority would be:  

D1 + מִן + D2 

where D is the adverb common to S1 and S2,  מִן is the comparative preposition of superiority that 

derives from the comparative conjunction of superiority יוֹתֵר מִן, and N is the referent in S with 

which comparison is made. N may be a phrase. The resultant generative rule is: 

(3)  D1 + S(N, D2) → D1 + מִן + N2 

where S is a comparative sentence of superiority of the above form. 

ךְ     דֵֵ֥ תְׁ חַסְׁ בְׁ וֹן  הֵיטַָ֛ וֹן־מִןהָאַחֲרֹ֖ הָרִאשֵּ֑   

You have shown more kindness 

at the end than at the beginning (Ruth 3:10) 

[adverbial accusatives] 

Deep structure: You have shown kindness at the end, more than you showed kindness at the beginning. 

14.2.3 The Superlative Degree of Comparison 

 The superlative degree of comparison is like the superior degree except that it is expressed 

by using the universal qualifier with the noun (phrase) of comparison. The surface structure of the 

resultant superlative adverbial phrase is: 

D + מִן +   N +  כלֹ

where D is the adverb common to S1 and S2, מִן is the comparative preposition of superiority that 

derives from the comparative conjunction of superiority יוֹתֵר מִן, and N is the universal referent in 

S with which comparison is made. N may be a phrase. The resultant generative rule is: 

 

2 Commonly referred to as the comparative degree.  

3 Actually, no such transformation is required, the appropriate phrase naturally results from deletion 
transformations at the discourse level.  
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(4)  D + S(N, D) → D + כלֹ + מִן   + N 

בֵית־אֱלֹהַי   תִי לְׁ  נָתִַ֤

לָה   עְׁ מֵַ֔ דֶש׃ מִכָללְׁ ית הַקֶֹֽ בֵֵ֥ וֹתִי לְׁ  ־הֲכִינֹ֖

I have given to the house of my God 

far above all that I have prepared for the holy house (1 Chr. 29:3)
4
 

Deep structure: I have given a quantity of gold and silver for the house of my God upward, 

more than I have prepared all the quantity of materials for the holy house upward. 

14.3 Rules for Syntactic Analysis of Adverb Phrases 

 The rules for syntactic analysis of phrases operate in reverse of the synthesis rules defined 

in the above sections. That is, the expositor recovers the full content of the dependent clause that 

underlies the phrase being analyzed. This information is recovered from the literary context in 

which the phrase occurs, or from what was commonly known about the topic under discussion in 

the context. Take for example the adverbial phrase ד אֵֹּ֑ ר מְׁ  In Zep. 1:14 where .(very quickly)   מַהִֵ֣

the phrase occurs, the context is the Great Day of the Lord; the dependent clause may be under-

stood to be: “The Great Day of the Lord is drawing near very quickly.” 

In the analysis rules that follow, the rules bypass that part of the analysis involving recov-

ering the content of the dependent clause S. However, that step is assumed to be a necessary part 

of the analysis, even though it is not represented in the formal notation. The constituent(s) on the 

left side of the arrow (→) are replaced by the constituent of the right side; or when drawing a tree 

diagram analysis, the left constituents are connected together and linked to the right constituent.  

Thus, the rule “D1 + D2 → D3” would be diagramed as follows: 

ד         אֵֹּ֑ ר מְׁ מַהִֵ֣  
             D2        D1 

      D3 

The dependent clause Sj(D1, D2) is not included in the diagram, but its identity and content be-

comes part of the analysis. It is understood to modify D1, and its content is recorded. All rules must 

observe the restraint of completeness and compatibility; that is, all phrases must have been fully 

reduced to a single symbol (completeness), and the elements on the left side of a rule must be 

grammatically and semantically compatible. Semantic compatibility must be satisfied by deter-

 

4 D is the adverbial phrase לָה עְׁ מֵַ֔  above” and N is the noun phrase “that which I have prepared for the holy“ לְׁ

house.” In this case, the relative pronoun  .has been elided אֲשֶר  
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mining that the left elements make good sense together in the broader context. Ordinarily, with 

few exceptions, the constituents on the left side must be contiguous (next to one another). 

(1) D1  D2  → D3 

ד אֵֹּ֑ ר מְׁ    מַהִֵ֣
           D2       D1 

                  D3 

very quickly (Zep. 1:14) 

The dependent clause: The quickness is intense. 

(2)  D1    ְׁכ  N2 → D3 

ימוֹ                    לֵָ֗ יעו עָ֜ ב כַ יָרִֵ֥    גַנֶָֽ
            N2  |           D1 

        D3 

they shouted at them as at a thief. (Job 30:5) 

Dependent clause: They shouted at them (D1) like they shouted at a thief (N2)5 

(3)  D1 מִן N2 → D3 

ךְ           דֵֵ֥ תְׁ חַסְׁ בְׁ וֹן הֵיטַָ֛ וֹן ־מִןהָאַחֲרֹ֖ הָרִאשֵּ֑  
    N2 |           D1 

                 D3 

You have shown kindness 

at the end more than at the beginning (Ruth 3:10) 

[adverbial accusatives] 

Dependent clause: You have shown kindness at the end  

more than You have shown kindness at the beginning. 

14.4 Summary 

 Adverbial phrases are derived from an adverb with a dependent clause. The phrase is the 

result of deletion and substitution transformations on the dependent clause. 
 

Analysis Rules 
 

(1) D1  D2  → D3 

(2) D1  ְׁכ N2 → D3 

(3)  D1 מִן N2 → D3 

Slots:  D + (D) + (X + N) where X = { כְׁ   , or מִן} 

 

5 Actually, the adverb phrases involving comparison originate through deletion transformations. In this case, 

the redundant elements “they shouted” was deleted which resulted in the comparative adverbial phrase. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 15 

Syntax of Hebrew Adjective Phrases 

 The first section of Chapter 14 defined the general syntactic structure of all phrases as 

X + S(X) →  X + Modifier 

The special circumstance for adjective phrases is 

A + S(A) → A + Modifier 

where A is an adjective, S(A) is a clause about A that is dependent on A; and the Modifier is 

derived from the content of S(A) and is the remnant of S(A) after redundancy is reduced by dele-

tion or substitution. Obviously, the dependent clause S(A) is semantically compatible with A and 

with the context of the discourse in which S and A occur. It is helpful to study the syntax of adjec-

tive phrases according to the various types of clauses that may be dependent on an adjective. 

15.1 Dependent Attribute Clauses 

 The names of attributes and characteristics are nouns, whereas their values are adjectives. 

Some attributes or characteristics themselves have attributes or characteristics. For example color 

has various attributes such as hue, lightness, saturation, and tint. Thus, one may speak of bright 

red, dark green, brilliant orange, or even reddish white (Lev. 13:19, 24, 42, 43). In such instances 

an adjective is modified by another adjective (as it were) because it specifies a value of a different 

attribute of the same characteristic. 

In reality an individual adjective specifies the value of a given characteristic, but the char-

acteristic usually is understood and so omitted.1 Thus the expression “bright red” is usually used 

rather than “the color bright red” because the characteristic “color” is understood, and so is redun-

dant, and not necessary to the context. An adjective with a dependent attribute clause, that defines 

another attribute of the same characteristic, is transformed into an appositive adjective phrase. The 

structure of the transformation is: 

(1)  A1 + S(A1, A2) → A1 + A2 

 

1 Actually, the characteristic name is omitted by a deletion transformation when the characteristic is known 

and non-emphatic.  
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where S defines the relationship between A1, A2. 

    
               A2         A1  

A3  

reddish-white (Lev. 13:19) 

In this example the dependent clause states: The tint of the white color is reddish. 

15.2 Dependent Adverb Clause 

 Some adjectival characteristics themselves have characteristics the values of which are de-

fined by adverbs. An adjective with a dependent adverb clause is transformed into an adjective 

with an adverbial modifier. The structure of the transformation is: 

(2)  A1 + S(A1, D) → A1 + D 

where S defines the value (D) of some adverbial characteristic of A. 

             
         D      A1 

              A2  

Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. (Gen. 1:31) 

In this example, the dependent clause states: The intensity of the goodness of God’s creation is 

very intense. This is one way the superior degree of comparison is expressed. 

15.3 Dependent Quantifier Clause 

 Some adjectival characteristics themselves have characteristics the values of which are de-

fined by units of measure. An adjective with a dependent quantifier clause is transformed into an 

adjective with an quantifier phrase. The structure of the transformation is: 

(3)  A1 + S(A1, N) → A1 + Nq 

where S defines the value (Nq) of some quantity of A. 

 

הַ יֶַֽעֲשו־עֵץ            ים גָבִֹ֣ אַמָה  חֲמִשִִ֣  

            N2         M            A1   N1 

     N3                   | 

      A2 

"Let them make a gallows, fifty cubits high (Est. 5:14) 

In this example, the dependent clause states: The units of measure of the height of the gallows is 

fifty cubits.  
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15.4 Dependent Characteristic Clause 

 An adjective is the name of a value of a characteristic. Some adjectives are the names of 

values of more than one characteristic. For example, “good” and “bad” are values for the charac-

teristic appearance, taste, morality, etc. If in a given context the identity of the characteristic asso-

ciated with an adjective is ambiguous, or if the author wants to emphasize the characteristic, then 

the characteristic must be named in the adjective phrase. This is accomplished by the characteristic 

transformation: 

(4) A1 + S(A1, N) → F1 + N 

where F1 is the construct form of the adjective (A1), and N is the name of the characteristic of 

which A is a value. S defines the relationship of characteristic (N) to its value (A)  in the broader 

context.  

ילִיֵָּ֑ה      ב הָעֲלִֶֽ רַֹ֖ ה וְׁ עֵצֵָ֔ דלֹ  הֶָֽ גְׁ  

                N4              F3        N2       F1 

            A6                     A5  

great in counsel, and mighty in work (Jer. 32:19) 

In this example, two dependent clauses are involved. The first states: The adjective “great” is re-

stricted to God’s counsel in this context. It is equivalent to saying that God’s counsel is great. The 

second states: The adjective “mighty” is restricted to God’s works in this context. It is equivalent 

to saying that God’s works are mighty. 

ת    לִַ֣ השִפְׁ    קוֹמָָ֗

low of stature (Ezek. 17:6) 

ֶּֽדָל   ֶֽ מָה־ גְׁ    חֵֶּ֭

(a man) great of wrath (Prov. 19:19) 

פַל   וחַ ־שְׁ ֜    רָ֗

humble in spirit (Prov. 29:23) 

רֶךְ         יִם  אֵֶ֥ סֶד־ רַבוְׁ אַפַֹ֖ תוֶ  חֵֶ֥  ׃׀ אֱמֶֶֽ

            N5  W    N4   F3 W    N2        F1  

      N7          |    |             A6  

             A8        |              | 

          A9  

longsuffering, and plenteous of both mercy and truth (Exod. 34:6)  

This last example illustrates a compound adjective phrase (A9); the head construct adjective (F3) 

of the second phrase (A8) has a compound modifier (N4 and N5). The underlying dependent clauses 

are: the forbearance of God’s anger is long; the measure of God’s mercy is plenteous; and the 

measure of God’s truth is plenteous.  
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15.5 The Limitation Transformation 

 When the dependent clause specifies some limitation to the range of adjective (A), then the 

limitation must be named in the phrase. This usually occurs when the adjective applies to only 

some part of the referent that the phrase modifies. In this case the part to which the adjective 

applies must be named. This is accomplished by the limitation transformation: 

(5) A1 + S(A1, N) → F1 + N 

where F1 is the construct form of adjective A1, and N is the name of the part to which A refers. 

ב       חֲכַם־ לֵֶּ֭

wise of heart (Prov. 10:8)2 

In this example, the dependent clause states: The adjective “wise” refers to the heart of the person 

involved. It is the equivalent of saying the heart of the person is wise, or that he is wise-hearted.  
 

וֹל         דִ֤ יִם  גְׁ נָפַ  רֶךְ  הַכְׁ בֶר אִֶ֣ ה מָלֵא  הָאֵֵ֔ הַנוֹצֵָ֔  

    N6       F5         N4        F3           N2        F1  

           A9    A8  A7  

great of wing, long of pinions, full of feathers (Ezek. 17:3) 
 

וֹל         דֵ֥ יִם גְׁ נָפַֹ֖ ה ־רַבוְׁ כְׁ נוֹצֵָּ֑  

     N4   F3 W      N2        F1 

         A6     |  A5  

         A7  

great of wings and plenteous of feathers (Ezek. 17:7) 

(= with great wings and many feathers) 
 

ים      י  הַבָנִָ֗ שִֵ֤ קֵיוְׁ פָנִים   קְׁ ב־חִזְׁ לֵֵ֔  

          N4       F3 W    N2        F1 

                 A6      |        A5  

               A7  

The sons are harsh of face and stiff of heart (Ezek. 2:4) 
 

מֵיכָל־   ב־חַכְׁ    לֵֶֽ

all the wise of heart (Job 37:24) 

15.6 Dependent Clause in General 

 An adjective may have a dependent clause that does not define the value of a characteristic, 

but that modifies the adjective in some other way. Such dependent clauses are attached to the 

 

2 See also Exod. 36:1; Prov. 16:21. 
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adjective by means of a subordinating conjunction, and no transformation takes place. The struc-

ture is: 

(6)  A1 + S → A1 + Cs + S 

where Cs is a subordinating conjunction that expresses the dependency of S on A1.  

Hebrew uses the conjunction כִי to express such dependency.3 

נו      עורֵֶּ֑ י יְׁ זָר כִִ֣ כְׁ א־אֶַּ֭ ֶֹֽ  ל

No one is so fierce that he would dare stir him up (Job 41:2, Eng. vs. 10) 

15.7 Dependent Comparative Clauses 

 An adjective may have a dependent clause comparing its value with that of something else. 

Generally, three degrees of comparison are expressed: (1) the similar degree, (2) the superior de-

gree, and (3) the superlative degree.4 Hebrew has no inflection to express comparative degrees as 

English does (i.e., high, higher, highest). Although it may be conceivable that the dependent com-

parative phrase is derived from a underlying clause dependent upon the adjective, it is more likely 

that comparative adjective phrases are derived from a comparison of clauses5 of the form: 

S1(A) + Comparative Conjunction + S2(A) 

which is transformed into the form: 

S1(A) + Comparative Preposition + S2(-A) 

where further deletion and substitution transformations would reduce uninteresting redundant in-

formation to a minimum, and would construct the comparative phrase in its normal surface struc-

ture. However, because comparative phrases are usually discussed in the context of adjective 

phrases, the discussion of them is included here. 

 

3 This construction is rather rare in Biblical Hebrew. Clear examples are difficult to locate. This type of 
dependency, when required, is usually expressed by circumlocution.  

4 Two additional degrees actually exist: (4) inferior degree, and (5) most inferior degree. These usually 
are absorbed into the discussion of the first three degrees, but ought to have separate treatment. See the dis-

cussion under the comparison of clauses (§ 19.2.7). English does not seem to have an antonym for “superla-
tive.” 

5 Most comparative phrases can be explained as being the result of deletion transformations on a com-

parison of clauses. See further discussion in Chapter 19 (§ 19.2.7) on the coordination and subordination of 
clauses.  
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15.7.1 The Similarity Degree of Comparison 

 Clauses are compared at the degree of similarity by the comparative conjunctions כֵן . . . 

 :In English order the structure is . כַאֲשֶר

 S(A)2 + כֵן + S(A)1 +  כַ אֲשֶר  

which is usually translated into English as “Just as S1 so S2.” When S1 and S2 assign a common 

adjective (A) as the value of the same attribute of similar referents, the environment is right for the 

comparative transformation of similarity. The resultant comparative phrase of similarity would be: 
 

(7) A + S(A, N)  → A +  N +   כְׁ  

 

where A is the adjective common to S1 and S2,   ְׁכ is the comparative preposition of similarity that 

derives from the comparative conjunctions כַאֲשֶר. . .   כֵן, and N is the referent in S2 with which 

comparison is made. N may be a phrase. 

ק  ר כַ דֵַ֥ פֹֹ֖ כְׁ  

                 N2    ְׁכ    A1 

as small as hoar frost (Exod. 16:14) 

In this example, the dependent clause is: The manna was small like hoar frost is small. 

ה ה לְׁ כַ   יָפִָ֣  בָנָָ֗

ה כֶַֽ  בָרָה     חַמֵָ֔

ה   מָֹ֖ וֹתנִ כַ אֲיֻׁ גָלֶֽ  ׃ דְׁ
Fair as the moon, 

Clear as the sun, 

Awesome as an army with banners (Song 6:10) 

ם     וֹחָכָֹ֖    ךכָמֶֽ

as wise as you (Gen. 41:39) 

וֹל  דָ֗ יםכֵֶֽ  גָ֜    אלֹהִֶֽ
as great as our God (Psa. 77:14 Heb.)  

תָה׀   וֹ עֵיפָ  מֵ֥ מָוֶתכְׁ לְׁ פֶל צֶַּ֭  אָֹ֗

as dark as darkness itself, as the shadow of death. (Job 10:22)6 

 

6 Cf. Job 11:8, 9. 
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15.7.2 The Superior Degree7 of Comparison 

 Clauses are compared at the degree of superiority by the comparative conjunction -Eng .  מִן

lish order the structure is: 

S1 + מִן + S2 

which is usually translated into English as “S1 more than S2.” When S1 and S2 assign a common 

adjective (A) as the value of the same attribute of similar referents, the environment is right for the 

comparative transformation of superiority.8 The structure of the resultant comparative phrase of 

superiority would be: 

(8) A + S(A, N)  → A + מִן + N  

where A is the adjective common to S1 and S2, מִן is the comparative preposition of superiority 

that derives from the comparative conjunction מִן, and N is the referent in S2 with which compari-

son is made. N may be a phrase. 

וֹקמַה־   ש מִ  מָתִ֣ בֵַ֔ ה   דְׁ ז ומֵֶ֥ ימֵ עַֹ֖    אֲרִֵּ֑

What is sweeter than honey  

and stronger than a lion. (Judg. 14:18) 

In this example, two dependent clauses are involved. The first states: What is sweet more than 

honey is sweet. The second states: What is strong more than a lion is strong. 

ה  ם   אַתָֹ֖ נִיֵֵּ֑אל מִ חָכָָ֛  דֶָֽ

you are wiser than Daniel (Ezek. 28:3)* 

וֹרמֵ  עָמֹק         עִ֣

deeper than the skin (Lev. 13:3) 

דוֹלָה     י־מִןגְׁ   הָעֵַ֔

greater than Ai (Josh. 10:2) 

ן    המֵֶֽ קטָֹ֗    הָכִיל  אֶת־הָעלִָֹ֣

too small to receive the burnt offering (1 Kgs. 8:64) 

[lit.: smaller than to receive the burnt offering]9 

 

7 Commonly referred to as the comparative degree. 

8 Actually, no such transformation is required, the appropriate phrase naturally results from deletion 
transformations at the discourse level. 

9 Note that here N is a verbal noun (infinitive construct) phrase governing an object. Likewise the next 
example employs an infinitive. 
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ב    ומִ רָֹ֖ דֵָּ֑ בֶת יַחְׁ     שִֶ֣

too great for them to dwell together (Gen. 36:7) 

[lit. greater than their dwelling together] 

15.7.3 The Superlative Degree of Comparison 

 In Hebrew the superlative degree of comparison is expressed in the same manner as the 

superior degree, except that the universal quantifier is used with the referent in S2—that is, the 

referent in S2 is the universal of the referent in S1. This produces the resultant structure: 

(9)  A + S(A, N)  → A + מִן +  N +  כלֹ

ה     ום מִכלֹ  חַיִַ֣ת הַשָדֵֶ֔   עָרֵ֔

more cunning than any beast of the field (Gen. 3:1) 

In this example, the dependent clause states: The serpent was cunning more than any beast of the 

field was cunning. 

ה    עִרֵָ֔ להַצְׁ וֹת  ־מִכֶָֽ חֹ֖ פְׁ   מִשְׁ

the least of all families (1 Sam. 9:21) 

הַ    ם־ מִכָלגָבֹֹ֖    הָעֶָֽ

taller than any of the people (1 Sam. 9:2) 

 At times the universal quantifier is elided if its sense is understood from the context. 

הַיָשָר     וֹב וְׁ םמִ  הַטִ֤ נִֵ֣י אֲדנֵֹיכֵֶ֔   בְׁ

the best and most qualified of your master’s sons (2 Kgs. 10:3) 

 This phrase may be further transformed to the structure: 

A(det.) +  N +  בְׁ 

where N names the class with which comparison is made and the determinate form of the adjective 

expresses the superlative degree. 

ירהַ  י בְׁ   צָעִֹ֖ ית אָבִֶֽ בֵֵ֥  
the least in my father’s house (Judg. 6:15) 

וֹל הַ    יםבָ גָדָ֛     עֲנָָקִֹ֖

the greatest among the Anakim (Josh 14:15) 

ה הַ    יםבַ  יָפָֹ֖    נָשִֵּ֑

the fairest among women (Song 1:8) 

The phrase may be further transformed to the structure: 

F + N(det.) 
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where F is the construct form of the adjective and N names the class with which comparison is 

made. N may be replaced by a pronoun when pronoun substitution is possible. 

ן    טֵֹ֥ יו קְׁ    ׃בָנֶָֽ

the youngest of his sons (2 Chr. 21:17) 

דוֹלָֹ֖ מִ  עַד־ ם גְׁ טַנֶָֽ וְׁ  ׃ ם קְׁ
from the greatest of them to the least of them (Jon. 3:5) 

   םטוֹבִָ֣   

the best of them (Mic. 7:4) 

 On rare occasions an idiom like that used for the superlative comparison of nouns is also 

used for adjectives. The structure of the idiom is as follows: 

F + A(det, pl) 

where F is the construct form of the adjective A which is determinate and plural. 

דֶש    ים קֹֹ֖ דָשִֶֽ ׃הַקֳּ   

The holy of holies. (Exod. 26:34)  

[or the most holy (place)] 

ים      דָשִֵ֔ דֶש  הַקֳּ ית־קִֹ֣ עַש  אֶת־בֵֶֽ  וַיַ 
And he made the Most Holy Place (2 Chr. 3:8) 

15.8 The Substantive Transformation 

 At times an adjective (phrase) functions in a clause as though it were a noun (phrase). It 

appears as though the following transformation takes place: 

A → N 

ן    םהַזָָקֵֹ֖ תֵֶּ֑ ר אֲמַרְׁ    אֲשִֶ֣

the old man of whom you spoke (Gen. 43:27) 

וֹבגִַ֣ם אֶת־   ים  הַטָ֗ ת הָאֱלֹהִֵ֔ קַבֵל  מֵאִֵ֣ נְׁ  

אֶת־  עוְׁ ל  הָרָֹ֖ קַבֵֵּ֑ א נְׁ ִֹ֣    ל

Shall we receive good at the hand of God, 

and shall we not receive evil? (Job 2:10) 

וֹב    ע בְׁ טֵ֥ ע אוֹ־ רָֹ֖ וֹבבְׁ  רִַ֣    טֵּ֑

a good for a bad, or a bad for a good (Lev. 27:10) 

 However, this illusion is created by deletion transformations that reduce redundancy in a 

discourse. When a noun phrase of the form N + A stands in a context where N may not be deleted 

without causing ambiguity, a deletion transformation may be performed, leaving only A to 
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represent the noun phrase. But in all instances where an adjective stands in place of a noun and 

functions as a substantive, the noun it modifies is understood (from the context) and should be 

restored in the analysis procedure. 

15.9 Coordinate Adjective Phrases 

 When adjective phrases have the same role and function in a sentence, they are linked 

together by coordinating conjunctions10 to form compound adjective phrases.  

ל ה אֵֵ֥ הוֵָ֔ הוִָ֣ה׀ יְׁ רָא֒ יְׁ ום   וַיִקְׁ ון וְׁ  רַחֹ֖  חַנֵּ֑

יִם   רֶךְ אַפַֹ֖ תוְׁ  אֵֶ֥ סֶד וֶאֱמֶֶֽ  ׀׃רַב־חֵֶ֥
And He proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious,  

longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth (Exod. 34:6) 

ה  הָאִשִָ֤ כֶל    וְׁ וֹבַת־שֶ  אַר וִִ֣ טֶֽ  יפַת תֵֹ֔

יש  הָאִֵ֥ ה וְׁ ע וְׁ   קָשֶָ֛ יםרֵַ֥  מַעֲלָלִֹ֖
And the woman was of good understanding and beautiful appearance;  

but the man was harsh and evil in his doings.  (1 Sam. 25:3) 

A compound adjective phrase may be understood to be the result of deletion transformations on 

coordinate clauses with common constituents, such as common verbs and common phrases. For 

examples see § 19.4.2. 

15.10 Rules for Syntactic Analysis of Adjective Phrases 

 The rules for syntactic analysis of phrases operate in reverse of the synthesis rules defined 

in the above sections. That is, the expositor recovers the full content of the dependent clause that 

underlies the phrase being analyzed. This information is recovered from the literary context in 

which the phrase occurs, or from what was commonly known about the topic under discussion in 

the context. Take for example the genitive noun phrase ה   לִַ֣ת קוֹמָָ֗  .In Ezek .(low of stature)  שִפְׁ

17:6 where the phrase occurs, the context is a spreading vine; the dependent clause may be under-

stood to be: “The height of the vine was low to the ground.”  

In the analysis rules that follow, the rules bypass that part of the analysis involving recov-

ering the content of the dependent clause S(A1). However, that step is assumed to be a necessary 

part of the analysis, even though it is not represented in the formal notation. The constituent(s) on 

the left side of the arrow (→) are replaced by the constituent on the right side; or when drawing a 

tree diagram analysis, the left constituents are connected together and linked to the right 

 

10 See § 9.2.1. When more than two phrases are coordinated, some intermediate conjunctions may be elided. 
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constituent. Thus, the rule “F1 + N2 → A3” (where F1 is the construct form of adjective A1) would 

be diagramed as follows: 

ה         לִַ֣ת קוֹמָָ֗    שִפְׁ

             N2           F1 

 

 

        A3 

of low stature (Ezek. 17:6) 

The dependent clause S(A1, N2) is not included in the diagram, but its identity and content becomes 

part of the analysis. It is understood to modify A1, and its content is recorded. All rules must 

observe the restraint of completeness and compatibility; that is, all phrases must have been fully 

reduced to a single symbol (completeness), and the elements on the left side of a rule must be 

grammatically and semantically compatible. Semantic compatibility must be satisfied by deter-

mining that the left elements make good sense together in the broader context, that is, the under-

lying dependent clause is factually true. Ordinarily, with few exceptions, the constituents on the 

left side must be contiguous (next to one another). 
 

(1)  A1 A2 → A3 

 

where A2 expresses an attribute value of A1. 

מֶת    דֵָּ֑   לבָנִָ֣ה אֲדַמְׁ
A2           A1 

 A3 

reddish-white (Lev. 13:19) 

The dependent clause is: “the tint of the color white (A1) is reddish (A2).” 
 

(2)  A1 D2 →  
 

where D2 expresses some adverbial attribute of A1.  

ד        אֵֹּ֑ וֹב מְׁ טֹ֖  

                D2       A1 

        A3 

Very good (Gen. 1:31) 

The dependent clause is: “the intensity of the goodness (A1) is very (D2) intense.” 
 

(3)  F1 + N2 → A3 
 

where F1 is the construct form of Adjective A1, and N2 is the characteristic of which A1 is a value. 
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ילִיֵָּ֑ה    ב הָעֲלִֶֽ רַֹ֖ ה וְׁ עֵצֵָ֔ דלֹ  הֶָֽ גְׁ  

                 N5           F4  W    N2         F1 

              A6        |     A3 

           A7  

great in counsel, and mighty in work (Jer. 32:19) 

The dependent clause is: “the counsel (N2) of God is great (A1)of wisdom.” 

The dependent clause is: “the work (N4) of God is mighty (A3) of expanse.” 
 

(4)  F1 + N2 → A3 
 

where F1 is the construct form of adjective A1, and N2 is the name of the part to which A1 refers. 

ב        חֲכַם־לֵֶּ֭  

                N2     F1 

                    A3 

wise of heart (Prov. 10:8) 

The dependent clause is: “the person’s heart (N2) is wise (A1).” 
 

(5)  A1 + Cs + S2 → A3 
 

where Cs is a subordinating conjunction that expresses the dependency of S2 on A1. 

נו       עורֵֶּ֑ י יְׁ זָר כִִ֣ כְׁ אֶַּ֭  

            S2    Cs      A1 

 

                      A3 

so fierce that he would dare stir him up. (Job 41:2, Eng. vs. 10) 

The dependent clause is: “a person would dare to stir up Leviathan.” The analysis of S2 is not illustrated. 

 

(6)  A1 +  ְׁכ + N2 → A3 

ר  פֹֹ֖ ק כַכְׁ  דֵַ֥

                   N2    ְׁכ   A1 

 

                       A3 

as small as hoar frost (Exod. 16:14) 

The dependent clause is: “the smallness (A1) is similar to the smallness of hoar frost (N2).” 
 

 The other comparative adjective phrases are analyzed in the same way as the above exam-

ple except for the prepositions involved.  

15.11 Contiguity of Constituents in Noun Phrases 

 The syntactic structure of Hebrew phrases is usually contiguous; that is, the constituents of 

phrases are in ordered juxtaposition without the intrusion of alien elements. This is true of the 

elements of adjective phrases. The following is the ordered contiguous sequence of the elements 

of an adjective phrase, in English order: 
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(F) + A + (A) + (D) + (X + N) 

Where J = a construct adjective, A = an adjective, D = an adverb, and X = { ְׁכ, Cs, Cc, מִן, or מִכָל}. 

The parentheses () enclose optional elements. All elements must be consistent with the semantic 

context in which A occurs. I know of no adjective phrase in the Bible where all these elements 

occur in the same phrase, but this is the expected order whenever they occur.  

15.12 Summary of Analysis Rules for Adjective Phrases 
 

 A1 A2 → A3 

 A1 D2  →  

 F1 N2  → A3 

 A1 C
s + S2  → A3 

 A1 C
c A2 → A3 

 A1    ְׁכ N2  → A3 

 A1   מִן N2  → A3 

 A1 מִכָל N2  → A3 

Slots:  (F) + A + (A) + (D) + (X + N), where X = { ְׁכ, Cs, Cc, מִן, or מִכָל}. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 16 

Syntax of Hebrew Noun Phrases 

 Thus far, the discussion of Hebrew syntax has assumed that the symbol for a part of speech 

may also include its corresponding phrase, but nothing has been said about the syntactic structure 

of such phrases. The next several chapters define and illustrate the syntactic structure of the various 

Hebrew phrases, beginning with the noun phrase in this chapter. 

A phrase consists of a word plus a modifier. The modifier may distinguish or enhance the 

word it modifies. It also may be used to distinguish the current use of the word from some earlier 

use in the preceding context or in common knowledge. That is, the earlier use of the word desig-

nated something different than the current use; consequently, a modifier is necessary to distinguish 

the current designation from the earlier one. Likewise, a modifier may enhance the word by de-

claring something new and significant about it. In this case, the designation of the referent is not 

different from that in the preceding context or in common knowledge, but the current use calls for 

some enhancement.  

  
 A wise king (Prov. 20:26) 

   
very great (Exod. 11:3) 

 All phrases may be regarded as having originated as the result of a transformation on a part 

of speech with a dependent clause.1 This is expressed formally as  

X + S(X) → X + Modifier 

where X may be a noun (N), an adjective (A), an adverb (D), or a verb (V), or a phrase of any of 

these parts of speech. S(X) represents a factual2 sentence containing X as a constituent. The ex-

pression is interpreted to mean “part of speech X, followed by (+) dependent clause S about X, 

 

1 Throughout this chapter, see Chapter 12 for a discussion of the syntax of the appropriate kernel clauses. 

Admittedly, this universal assumption is expected to encounter a few anomalies. 

2 Factual in the sense that the sentence is a declaration in the previous context of the story, or is known to be 

true in common knowledge related the story, or may be inferred from such common knowledge. 
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transforms (→) into a phrase consisting of X with a modifier derived from S.”3 The modifier is 

derived from the content of S(X), ranging anywhere from being a significant constituent of S to 

being the entire sentence.  

Example: 

 X = king 

 S(X) = the strength of the king is mighty 

 X + S(X) → a mighty king 

 This assumption defined in the above formal expression is significant for the expositor. It 

assumes that a phrase is the surface structure encoding of the deep structure dependency of S(X) 

on X, and that the phrase sufficiently reflects the significant content of S and the type of depend-

ency of S on X. Furthermore, it assumes that the content of S is related to the preceding context 

(or to the body of common knowledge understood to be part of the context) so that it provides the 

needed distinction or enhancement of X.
4
 The important questions an expositor should ask with 

regard to every modifier of any kind is: “What does the dependent clause say about X? What effect 

does it have on the meaning of X in the current context and in the broader context?” 

 This assumption also provides the grammar and syntax with the necessary restraint of se-

mantic coherence. If the dependent clause S(X) is true about X in the context of discourse, then 

any resulting phrases derived from S will be semantically coherent with X and its context. 

 This assumption also defines all modifiers of X as adjacent to and following after X.5 While 

the above rule does not indicate so, it may, in a defined order, repeat within practical limits, pro-

ducing with each iteration a new and more expanded phrase. This rightly implies that Hebrew 

phrases are without discontinuities.6 

 

3 The modifier is the remnant of the dependent clause after the deletion transformation has elided all the 

redundant and self-evident information from the clause (see § 19.4).  

4 In the following chapters, the explanation of the dependency of S on X is treated as though S is a single 

clause. In the reality of text grammars, S may be a cluster of clauses or a single clause that summarizes what is stated 

in the context by a cluster of clauses.  

5 A few exceptions exist where the modifier precedes X which require separate rules discussed where appli-

cable. 

6 While a few alleged discontinuous phrases seem to exist, usually an acceptable continuous parsing of the 

phrase may be found which is more likely than a rare anomaly. 
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 The above formal expression defines the general syntactic structure of all phrases. This 

chapter is limited to a discussion of Hebrew noun phrases, that is, to the following form of the 

general expression:  

N + S(N) → N + Modifier 

The expression is interpreted to mean “Noun N, followed by (+) dependent clause S about N, 

transforms (→) into a phrase consisting of N with a modifier derived from S.” It is helpful to study 

the syntax of Hebrew noun phrases according to the various types of clause that the dependent 

clause S(N) may be.7  

16.1 Noun Phrases Derived from Dependent Copulative Clauses 

 One significant kind of dependent clause is the copulative clause (§ 12.1). This type of 

dependent clause accounts for a large variety of noun phrases. The dependent copulative clause 

accounts for appositives, attributive adjectives, attributive adverbs, and attributive demonstratives.  

16.1.1 Dependent Classification Clauses 

 Classification clauses (§ 12.1.2) are predicate nominative clauses that define class relation-

ships. They have the structure:  

Sc = Ns + Vc + Nc 

Where the verb (Vc) is the copulative  , the subject (Ns) and predicate nominative (Nc) agree 

semantically and in number, gender, and person, and the predicate nominative is non-determinate. 

A noun with a dependent classification clause is transformed into an appositive noun phrase. The 

structure of the transformation is  

(1)  N1 + [Ns
1 +   + Nc

2] → N1 + N2 

       Sc(Ns
1) 

where Sc(Ns
1) is a classification clause about Ns

1, and where the subject (Ns
1) and verb ( ) are 

deleted from Sc(Ns
1) as redundant and unnecessary, and the predicate nominative (Nc

2) remains 

alone as the modifier. N1 and N2 may be noun phrases, but N1 should not have lengthy modifiers 

such as relative pronoun clauses.8  

 

7 As will become evident in later chapters, the content of the modifier is the residue of the dependent clause 

after the deletion-substitution transformation has operated on the text. It is assumed, without formally stating so re-

peatedly, that this transformation operates on the expression N + S(N) resulting in the surface structure N + Modifier. 

8 In all instances where the dependent clause is a copulative clause, the verb is elided when the tense of the 

clause is current time, and the verb is not needed to define tense, person, mood, etc. 
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                 N2       N1 

    N3 

a woman, a widow = a widow woman (1 Kgs. 7:14)  

[dependent clause: the woman is a widow] 

     
                 N2       N1 

    N3 

a damsel, a virgin = a virgin damsel (Deut. 22:23) 

[dependent clause: the damsel is a virgin] 

 There are 2,444 noun pairs in the Hebrew Bible that meet the above criteria9 that are po-

tential10 classification noun phrases. Actually, a string of appositive nouns may occur; Table 16.1 

lists the frequency distribution of the number of appositive nouns in a potential classification 

phrase. 

Table 16.1 

Distribution of Appositive Noun Strings 

Num. Nouns in string Num. of strings 

2 2,363 

3 21 

י   אמֶר אֲנִָ֛ ַֹּ֕ ךֵ֥  וַי ךֹ֖  בִנְׁ רְׁ כֶֹֽ ו בְׁ ׃ עֵשֶָֽ  

And he said, "I am your son, your firstborn, Esau." (Gen. 27:32) 

אמֶר    ַֹּ֕ ר וַי יש גֵֵ֥ י בֶן־אִָ֛ כִי׃  עֲמָלֵָקִֹ֖ אָנֶֹֽ  
And he answered, "I am the son of an alien, an Amalekite." (2 Sam. 1:13) 

16.1.2 Dependent Identity Clauses 

 Identity clauses (§ 12.1.3) are predicate nominative clauses that define identity. They have 

the structure:  

Si = Ns + Vc+ Nc 

Where the verb (Vc) is the copulative   and the subject (Ns) and predicate nominative (Nc) are 

both determinate and agree semantically and in number and gender. A noun with a dependent 

identity clause is transformed into an appositive noun phrase. The structure of the transformation 

is  

 

 

9 This does not include verifying semantic concord, which is beyond computer software capability at this 

time. This same limitation applies to all the statistics regarding noun phrases. 

10 Potential because some pairs may not pass the semantic concord requirements. 
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(2)  N1 + [Ns
1 +   + Nc

2] → N1 + N2 

       Si(Ns
1) 

where Si(Ns
1) is an identity clause about Ns

1, and where the subject (Ns
1) and verb ( ) are deleted 

as redundant and unnecessary, and the predicate nominative (Nc
2) remains alone as the modifier. 

N1 and N2 may be noun phrases, but N1 should not have lengthy modifiers such as relative pronoun 

clauses.  

      
                 N2       N1 

   N3 

The LORD our God (Deut. 6:4) 

[dependent clause: The LORD is our God] 

     
                 N2       N1 

    N3 

The land, Canaan (Num. 34:2)  

[dependent clause: The land is Canaan] 

 There are 1,955 noun pairs in the Hebrew Bible that meet the above criteria that are poten-

tial identity noun phrases. Almost every identity noun phrase can be explained as derived from a 

phrase transformation on a dependent predicate nominative clause.11 Actually, a string of apposi-

tive nouns may occur; Table 16.2 lists the frequency distribution of the number of appositive nouns 

in a potential identity phrase. 

Table 16.2 

Distribution of Identity Noun Strings 

Num. Nouns in string Num. of strings 

2 1,953 

3 2 

רִית   הָגִָ֤ר אֶת־   הּ  הַמִצְׁ חָתֵָ֔ שִפְׁ  

Hagar, the Egyptian, her handmaid, (Gen. 16:3) 

[dependent clauses: Hagar is an Egyptian; Hagar is Sarah’s handmaid] 

16.1.3 Dependent Attribute Clauses12 

 Attribute clauses (§ 12.1.4) are predicate adjective clauses. They define the value of an 

attribute of their subject. They have the structure  

 

11 See GKC § 131 for a complete discussion of apposition in Hebrew. Almost all his examples may be ex-

plained by the above. See also VNK § 29; WO § 12. 

12 Cf. VNK § 30. 
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Sa = Ns + Vc + A 

where the verb (Vc) is the copulative   and the subject (Ns) and predicate adjective (A) agree 

semantically and in number and gender, and the predicate adjective is non-determinate. A noun 

with a dependent attribute clause is transformed into an attributive adjective noun phrase. The 

structure of the transformation is  

(3)  N1 + [Ns
1 +   + A] → N1 + A 

       Sa(Ns
1) 

where Sa(Ns
1) is an attribute clause about Ns

1 , and where the subject (Ns
1) and verb ( ) are 

deleted as redundant and unnecessary, and the predicate adjective (A) remains alone as the modi-

fier in concord agreement with the noun for number, gender, and determination. In this instance N 

must be an unmodified noun or a noun phrase with only attributive adjectives, but with no other 

intervening modifiers. The attributive adjective answers the question “What is the value of the 

subject’s understood characteristic?”13 

     
                 A       N1 

  N2 

 pure gold (Exod. 25:11) 

[dependent clause: the gold is pure of quality, i.e., free from impurity] 

    
                 A       N1 

   N2 

a new king (Exod. 1:8) 

[dependent clause: the king is new of coronation, i.e., just beginning his reign]  

    
             A       N1 

                          N2 

ten fat oxen (1 Kgs. 5:3; 4:23 Eng.)14 

[dependent clause: the oxen are fat of flesh] 

ר    י כַאֲשִֶ֣ יִם  כִִ֣ דָשִים הַשָמִַ֣ חֳּ רֶץוְׁ  הֶַ֠ ה הָאָ  ה  הַחֲדָשָ֜ י עשֶָֹ֛ ר אֲנִֵ֥ אֲשֶ   

"For as the new heavens and the new earth which I will make  (Isa. 66:22) 

 There are 1,586 noun-adjective pairs in the Hebrew Bible that meet the above criteria that 

are potential attribute noun phrases. Almost every identity attribute phrase can be explained as 

 

13 The characteristic is understood from the preceding context or common knowledge, otherwise it must be 

declared before its value is defined. See previous discussion in § 12.1.4. 

14 Note that the adjective exhibits number concord with the quantified noun, that is, the phrase “ten cattle” is 

plural even though the form of   is singular.  
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derived from a phrase transformation on a dependent predicate adjective clause. Actually, a string 

of adjectives may occur; Table 16.3 lists the frequency distribution of the number of adjectives in 

a potential attribute noun phrase. 

Table 16.3 

Distribution of Noun-Adjective Strings 

Num. Adjectives in string Num. of non-determinate strings Num. of Determinate strings 

2 1,175 411 

3 10 0 

ב  ה אָהַַּ֞ לֹמָֹ֗ לֶךְ שְׁ הַמִֶ֣ ים וְׁ וֹת  נָשִֹּ֧ רִיָ֛ וֹת  נָכְׁ רַבֹ֖  

But King Solomon loved many foreign women, (1 Kgs. 11:1) 

ם      כֵן   חָכֵָ֔ יש מִסְׁ הּ  אִִ֤ צָא בָָ֗  ומִָ֣
Now there was found in it a poor wise man, (Eccl. 9:15) 

16.1.4 Dependent Predicate Adverb Clause 

 Predicate adverb clauses (§ 12.1.5) define the value of some adverbial characteristic of 

their subject. They have the structure  

Sd = Ns  + Vc + D 

A noun with a dependent predicate adverb clause is transformed into an attributive adverb noun 

phrase.15 The structure of the transformation is  

(4)  N1 + [Ns
1 +   + D] → N1 + D 

       Sd(Ns
1) 

where Sd(Ns
1) is a predicate adverb clause about , and where the subject (Ns

1) and verb ( ) are 

deleted as redundant and unnecessary Ns
1, and the predicate adverb (D) remains alone as the mod-

ifier. In this case, N may be a noun phrase with attributive adjectives and/or adverbs, but not with 

other intervening modifiers.  

 

 

 

15 An attributive adverb is an unconventional concept. However, if an adverbial concept can be predicated of 

a noun, as by a predicate adverb clause, then that same adverb can modify the noun in a noun phrase. The word should 

be identified as an adverb in both situations because there is deep structural equivalence between the clause and the 

phrase. Furthermore, an attributive adverb does not occupy the same syntactic position in a noun phrase as an attrib-

utive adjective; therefore, it should not be confused as an adjective just because it modifies a noun. Semantically and 

syntactically, they differ. The D usually follows any attributive adjective. Thus, the natural order is N + A + D. In 

English the order is A + N + D. 
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 (a)             
                    D       N1 

            N2 

I will give Gog a place there16 for burial in Israel (Ezek. 39:11) 

                     N       D 

[dependent clause: the place was there (i.e., in the valley of those who pass by the sea)] 

 

 (b)               
                            D       N1 

                   N2 

The prophet today was formerly called the seer. (1 Sam. 9:9) 

                                N            D  
[dependent clause: the prophet exists today (i.e., contemporary with the narrator)]17 

 The transformation is not used often with a simple adverb. It is used more often with ad-

verbial prepositional phrases.  

 (c)                  
                  D        N1 

              N2 

What is this sound of sheep in my ear? (1 Sam. 15:14) 

            N                   D  

[dependent clause: the sound was in Samuel’s ears] 

  (d)            
                      D           N1 

             N2 

The evil in Your sight I have done.18 (Psa. 51:6; vs. 4 Eng.) 

          N                D  

[dependent clause: the evil was in God’s sight (i.e., a personal offense)] 

 There are 71 noun-adverb pairs in the Hebrew Bible that meet the above criteria that are 

potential attributive adverb noun phrases. 

 

16 The word   “there” obviously modifies the word    because of the Maqqeph and the construct form. 

The construct form is due to phonetic reasons brought on by the close connection of the words. This is not an example 

of a broken construct chain.  

17 That is, the type of person who today is called a prophet was in former days called a seer. The phrase 
   is actually an adverbial accusative. 

18 David was not confessing that God had seen him sin—that was obvious. He confessed that he had done 

what God regarded as evil. Thus, he acknowledged that his deed was a personal offense to God’s holy character. This 

is the real essence of true confession. 



Chapter 16 The Syntax of Hebrew Noun Phrases  

 

 

382 

 

16.1.5 Dependent Demonstrative Pronoun Clause 

 A demonstrative pronoun (§ 10.3) clause is a predicate nominative copulative clause (§ 

12.1.2 & 3) that has a demonstrative pronoun (R
d
) as its subject.19 The structure of the kernel 

demonstrative pronoun clause is: 

Sr = R
d
 +   + N  

A noun with a dependent demonstrative pronoun clause is transformed into an attributive demon-

strative noun phrase. The structure of the transformation is  

 (5) N1 + [R
d
 +   + N1] → N1 + R

d
 

      Sr(N1) 

where Sr(N1) about N1, and where the noun (N1) and verb ( ) of the clause are deleted as redun-

dant and unnecessary, and the demonstrative pronoun (R
d
) alone remains as the modifier and where 

N1 and R
d
 both become determinate.20 N1 may be a noun phrase with simple attributive adjectives 

and adverbs, but not with other intervening modifiers.  

   
Rd      N1 

          N2 

In this generation. (Gen. 7:1) 

    
Rd      N1 

          N2 

This day. (Gen. 7:13)  

    
Rd        N1 

         N2 

This land. (Gen. 12:7)  

        
           Rd   A        N1 

                         |                N2 

      N3 

This great nation. (Deut. 4:6)  

[modifies noun phrase] 

 

19 The demonstrative pronoun may be understood to be standing in place of an antecedent, that is, the original 

subject of the copulative clause. The substitution of a pronoun in place of its antecedent is accomplished by substitu-

tion transformations discussed in § 19.5.1. This explains why no demonstrative pronoun kernel was defined. However, 

for the sake of completeness and clarity, the demonstrative pronoun clause is included here. Also, it is included be-

cause the demonstrative pronoun functions as an attributive modifier. 

20 See BDB 260-62. In a few rare instances the demonstrative pronoun without the definite article appears 

before the noun it modifies; and in a few special instances the demonstrative without the definite article follows the 

noun it modifies, such as when the noun is made determinate by a pronoun suffix.  
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This Moses. (Exod. 32:1) 

[rare exception] 

   
From this my oath. (Gen. 24:8)  

[special case] 

יםבַ  הָהֵם֒  יָמִִ֣  

In those days (Gen. 6:4) 

 

     
          Rd   N2        J1 

                         |                N3 

      N4 

this sound of sheep (1 Sam. 15:14) 

 There are 900 noun-near demonstrative pronoun pairs and 492 noun-remote demonstrative 

pairs in the Hebrew Bible. 

16.1.6 Dependent Similarity Clause 

 A comparative copulative clause (§ 12.1.7) declares its subject to be like some noun 

(phrase) with respect to some or all of its characteristics, named or understood. The syntax of the 

kernel comparative clause is:  

Ss = Ns + Vc +  + Nx 

A noun with a dependent comparative clause is transformed into a comparative noun phrase.21 The 

structure of the transformation is  

(6) N1 + [Ns
1 +   +  + Nx

2] → N1 +  + N2  

           Ss(Ns
1) 

where Ss(Ns
1) is similarity clause about Ns

1, and where the noun (Ns
1) and verb ( ) of the clause 

are deleted as redundant and unnecessary, and the comparative pronoun () and the comparative 

noun (N2) remain as the modifier.  

       
           N3        J2       N1 

                 N4       |       | 

               N5 

A spear like a weaver’s beam (1 Chr. 11:23) 

[dependent clause: the spear is like a weaver’s beam] 

 

21 Many other types of comparative phrases exist. These are the result of transformations on comparative 

dependencies between clauses discussed in later sections. Note that the redundant elements of the dependent clause 

are elided as in previous rules. 
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            N3        J2      N1 

                  N4       |      | 

               N5 

A name like the name of the great men (1 Chr. 17:8) 

[dependent clause: the name is like the name of the great men] 

          
           N3       J2       N1 

                 N4       |       | 

               N5 

Wings like the wings of the stork (Zech. 5:9) 

[dependent clause: the wings are like the wings of the stork] 

       
           N2         N1 

      N3 

 to a land like your land. (2 Kgs. 18:322)  

[dependent clause: the land is like your land] 

         
           S(N2)       N2     N1 

                    N3        |       | 

                 N4 

An army like the army that you have lost (1 Kgs. 20:25) 

[dependent clause: the army is like the army you lost] 

 There are 215 potential comparative noun-phrases in the Hebrew Bible. 

16.2 Noun Phrases Derived from Dependent Comparative Clauses 

 A noun can be compared with another noun on the basis of (1) their common characteristics 

in general; (2) some common characteristic value, that is, a common adjective or adverb; or (3) 

some common capability. Comparison is expressed in six degrees: (1) the degree of equality; (2) 

the degree of similarity; (3) the degree of superiority; (4) the superlative degree; (5) the degree of 

inferiority; and (6) and the most inferior degree. The fifth and sixth degrees are variations of the 

third and fourth, using instead terms of inferiority rather than superiority. 

16.2.1 The Equality Degree 

 The equality degree expresses that one noun is the same as another in some sense. It ex-

presses class membership when one noun is the class name for the other. It expresses identity when 

one noun is an alternate name for the other. The equality degree is expressed in clause form by the 

predicate nominative copulative clause (§ 12.1.2), and in phrase form by an appositive. See previ-

ous discussion of dependent classification and identity clauses (§ 14.1.1 & 2). 
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a woman, a widow = a widow woman (1 Kgs. 7:14) 

[classification] 

    
a young woman, a virgin = a virgin young woman (Deut. 22:23) 

[classification] 

         
Deborah, a woman, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth (Judg. 4:4) 

[classification, classification, identity] 

         
Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar (Judg. 10:1) 

[identity, identity, classification] 

      
The LORD our God (Deut. 6:4)  

[identity] 

   
The land, Canaan (Num. 34:2) 

[identity] 

16.2.2 The Similarity Degree 

 The similarity degree declares that one noun is similar to another in some respect. They 

may be similar with respect to their common characteristics, or with respect to some common 

characteristic value, that is, with respect to some common adjective or adverb. The similarity de-

gree of common characteristics is expressed in clause form by the comparative copulative clause 

(§ 12.1.7), and in phrase form by a comparative noun phrase (§ 14.1.6). Similarity with respect to 

some common adjective or adverb is expressed by comparative adjective or adverb phrases; these 

are discussed in the chapters on adjective phrases and adverb phrases.  

       
There is not a rock like our God. (1 Sam. 2:2) 

       
An army like the army that you have lost. (1 Kgs. 20:25) 

       
A spear like a weaver’s beam. (1 Chr. 11:23) 

     
A name like the name of the great men. (1 Chr. 17:8) 

       
Wings like the wings of the stork. (Zech. 5:9) 
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16.2.3 The Superior Degree 

 The superior degree declares that one noun is superior to another in some respect. They 

may be superior with respect to their common characteristics, or with respect to some common 

characteristic value, that is, some common adjective or adverb. The superior degree of common 

characteristics is expressed in clause form by the copulative predicate adjective (or adverb) clause 

in which the predicate adjective (or adverb) is one expressing the superior degree of comparison.22 

Superiority with respect to some common adjective or adverb is expressed by comparative adjec-

tive or adverb phrases; these are discussed in § 15.7.2 on adjective phrases and § 14.2.2 on adverb 

phrases. The noun phrase with which comparison is made is governed by the preposition   (from 

= than). The structure is: 

 A1 +  + N → A2 

     
        N          |     A1 

      A2 

a multitude greater than the former (Dan. 11:13) 

               
a nation greater and mightier than they (Num. 14:12) 

                  
nations greater and mightier than you (Deut. 4:38) 

                      
seven nations greater and mightier than you (Deut. 7:1) 

16.2.4 The Superlative Degree 

 The superlative degree of comparison declares that one noun is the best of all others in the 

given class or group. The noun may be superior to all others with respect to their common charac-

teristics, or with respect to some common characteristic value, that is, some common adjective or 

adverb.  

 When the comparison is made with respect to all common characteristics, the following 

idiom may be used: 

   J + N(det,23 pl) 

where J is the construct form of N, and N is determinate and plural. 

 

22 Such phrases are the product of deletion transformations. See the discussion of these transformations in § 

19.2.7. 

23 Some instances of this idiom do not have the definite article. 



Chapter 16 The Syntax of Hebrew Noun Phrases  

 

 

387 

 

יר ה שִֵ֥ לֹמֶֹֽ ר לִשְׁ ים אֲשֵֶ֥  ׃ הַשִירִֹ֖
Solomon’s best song (Song 1:1) 

[lit. the song of songs which are Solomon’s] 

                 
For the LORD your God is the God of gods  

and the Lord of lords (Deut. 10:17) 

   . . .      
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon . . . king of kings (Ezek. 26:7) 

The same idiom is used in Aramaic. 

      
Artaxerxes, the king of kings (Ezr. 7:12) 

 When the comparison is with respect to a common adjectival characteristic, the noun is 

modified by a superlative adjectival phrase (§ 15.7.3). 

         
And he made the Most Holy Place (2 Chr. 3:8) 

    
his youngest son (Gen. 9:24) 

   
your youngest brother (Gen. 42:15) 

16.3 Noun Phrases Derived from Dependent Verbal Clauses 

 The above discussion defines the special instances in which rather simple noun phrases are 

derived from a noun with a dependent copulative clause. In the general case, the dependent clause 

may be of any type. This accounts for more complex noun phrases. This section defines the syntax 

of noun phrases derived from a noun with a dependent verbal clause. There are several broad 

categories of dependent clauses that produce specific types of noun phrases. The reader is re-

minded that the content of the dependent clause is related to the preceding context of discourse (or 

to the body of common knowledge understood to be part of the context) so that it declares the 

needed distinction or enhancement of the noun it modifies. 

16.3.1 Genitive Noun Phrases 

 A noun with a dependent clause that defines a relationship between it and another noun or 

noun phrase very often is transformed into a genitive noun phrase—that is, the transformation 

establishes a genitive relationship between the two nouns that clearly implies the relationship de-

clared in the dependent clause. Dependent clauses that can be transformed into genitive noun 
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phrases express relationships between the two nouns that can usually be represented by the word 

“of” in English.24  

 16.3.1.1 The General Genitive Transformation. In the general case, the general genitive 

transformation is used, the structure of which is  

(7) N1 + [S(N1, N2)]  → N1 +  + N2 

where the dependent clause S is of any type that defines a relationship between N1 and N2 within 

the above limitations, and where N1 and N2 both may be noun phrases of any complexity.25 The 

preposition expresses the genitive and usually should be translated “of” in English. N1 and N2 

transfer over into the phrase unchanged, except that N2 acquires the genitive case. All the other 

constituents of S are deleted as already known and thus redundant. The general transformation 

must be used in all instances where the special transformation does not apply, such as (1) when N1 

is a phrase or proper name not given to the construct form; (2) when N1 is non-determinate with a 

determinate N2; (3) when the genitive relationship is negated; or (4) sometimes in poetry.26 The 

following are a few examples of the general genitive phrase. Any genitive relationship that is ex-

pressed by the special genitive phrase (discussed in the next section) may also be expressed by the 

general genitive phrase.  

 (a)        ה           לַ אִיש חָמֵָ֔ מִלְׁ  

                                N2        N1 

       N3  

As men of war (Jer. 6:23) 

                       N1  of  N2   

 [dependent clause: the men fight in war] 

 (b)     ן וֹן׃  לְׁ כהֵֹֹ֖ יֶֽ ל עֶלְׁ אֵֵ֥  

                               A    N2    N1 

                N3    |     | 

         N4  

A priest of the Most High God (Gen. 14:18) 

                      N1      of               N3   

[dependent clause: the priest mediated between the Most High God and worshippers] 

 

 

24 As in the instance of dependent copulative clauses, the genitive transformation functions because the ex-

pression of the relationship between the two nouns would be redundant and thus undergoes deletion. 

25 The first noun phrase (N1) should not be so long as to obscure the intent of the preposition  as the sign of 

the genitive.  

26 See BDB, pp. 510-18, especially meaning 5.c for a discussion of this genitive use of . 
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 (c)              
              N2       N1 

        N3 

A prophet of the LORD (1 Kgs. 18:22)  
[Genitive of source of authority] [nondet. with det.] 

 [dependent clause: Elijah was a prophet who served the LORD] 

 (d)          
                              N4      J3     N2   N1 
                 N5          |  

   N6              | 

       N7  

A son of Jesse the Bethlehemite (1 Sam. 16:18) 

                    N1   of               N6 

[Genitive of ancestry] [nondet. with det.] 

[dependent clause: Jesse fathered a son] 
 

 16.3.1.2 The Special Genitive Transformation. When N1 is an unmodified common noun, 

the special genitive transformation may be used, the structure of which is 

 (8a) N1 + [S(N1, N2)]  → J1 + N2 

where N1 is the unmodified common noun, and J1 is the construct form of N1, and where the de-

pendent clause S is of any type that defines a relationship between N1 and N2 within the above 

limitations. N1 and N2 transfer over into the phrase unchanged, except that N1 acquires its construct 

form and N2 acquires the genitive case. All the other constituents of S are deleted as already known 

and thus redundant. 

 This transformation has the following restraints: 

(1) The transformation may iterate on a string of dependent clauses that each qualifies for 

 the special genitive relationship. Thus, a string of construct nouns may result.27 

 (2) Obviously, N1 cannot be a phrase in this case. 

 (3) N2 may have a definite article, but J1 cannot have one. 

 (4) J1 may carry a locative . 

 (5) In some cases, J1 may carry a pronoun suffix. 

 

27 A string of two construct nouns occurs 3,038 times; a string of three occurs 234 times; a string of four 

occurs 18 times (Exod. 39:32; 40:6; Lev. 13:59; Num. 1:2; 25:6; 26:2; Jdg. 9:1; 1 Kgs. 10:21; 1 Chr. 6:33; 9:13; 28:13, 

20; 2 Chr. 9:20; Neh. 10:36; Isa. 10:12; Jer. 39:3); and a string of five occurs once (Num. 14:5). 
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 In the genitive of subject the genitive (nomen rectum) names the subject of the dependent 

clause. The construct noun (nomen regens) is a verbal noun derived from the verb of the dependent 

clause.  
      

                 N2       J1 

          N3  

The works of their own hands (Jer. 1:16) 

[dependent clause: Their own hands made idols]28  

       
Because of the love of the LORD for Israel forever (1 Kgs. 10:9) 

[dependent clause: The LORD will love Israel forever]29 

 16.3.1.2.1 In the genitive of object the genitive (nomen rectum) names the object of the 

verb in the dependent clause. The construct noun (nomen regens) is a verbal noun or a participle 

derived from the verb of the dependent clause.  

      
            N3       N2       J1 

      N4           | 

              N5  

Violence against your brother Jacob (Obad. 10) 

[dependent clause: You did violence against your brother Jacob]30 

 16.3.1.2.2 In the genitive of possession the genitive (nomen rectum) names the owner or 

possessor of the construct noun (nomen regens).  

    
             N2       J1 

      N3  

The house of the king. (1 Kgs. 9:10)  

[dependent clause: The king has a house] 

    
                 N2       J1 

          N3  

The wisdom of Solomon. (1 Kgs. 5:10, Heb.)  

Dependent clause: Solomon has wisdom. 

 

28 The predicate (made idols) was transformed into a construct verbal noun (works) governed by the subjec-

tive genitive (their hands).  

29 Note that the verb (love) was transformed into a verbal noun governed by the subjective genitive (the 

LORD); the verbal noun continues to govern an accusative object and an adverb.  

30 The verb  (did violence) was transformed into a construct verbal noun governing its object in the gen-

itive. Note that English requires the preposition “against” instead of the expected “of.”  
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 16.3.1.2.3 In the genitive of material the genitive (nomen rectum) names the material of 

which the construct noun (nomen regens) is composed or made.  

          
      N4     J3         N2       J1 

            N6                  N5  

Articles of silver and articles of gold. (1 Kgs. 10:25) 

[dependent clause: Some articles were made of silver and some of gold] 

 16.3.1.2.4 In the genitive of characteristic the genitive (nomen rectum) names a quality 

or attribute of the construct noun (nomen regens). This genitive is frequently translated into Eng-

lish as an adjective.  
    

A mighty man of power. (1 Sam. 9:1) 

[or a powerful mighty man.]  

[dependent clause: The mighty man has power] 

  
A wife of virtue. (Prov. 31:10) 

[or a virtuous wife] 

[dependent clause: The wife has virtue] 

    
Balances of justice. (Lev. 19:36) 

[or just balances] 

Dependent clause: The balances weigh according to justice. 

 16.3.1.2.5 In the genitive of purpose or result the genitive (nomen rectum) names the 

purpose or result of the construct noun (nomen regens).  

  
Sheep for slaughter (Psa. 44:23) 

[dependent clause: The sheep were raised and kept  

for the purpose of slaughter] 

 16.3.1.2.6  In the genitive of kind the genitive (nomen rectum) names the genus or kind of 

the construct noun (nomen regens).  

    
Wood of an acacia tree (Exod. 37:10)  

[or acacia wood] 

[dependent clause: The genus of the wood is acacia] 

 16.3.1.2.7  In the genitive of source the genitive (nomen rectum) names the source of the 

construct noun (nomen regens).  
   

The word of the LORD (Jer. 1:2)  

[dependent clause: The LORD spoke (or inspired) the word] 
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 16.3.1.2.8  In the genitive of name the genitive (nomen rectum) gives the name of the 

construct noun (nomen regens).  
  

The river Euphrates (Gen. 15:18)  

[dependent clause: The name of the river is the Euphrates] 

   
The land of Egypt (Exod. 7:19) 

[dependent clause: The name of the land is Egypt] 

  
The mountain of Carmel (1 Kgs. 18:19)  

[or Mt. Carmel] 

[dependent clause: The name of the mountain is Carmel] 

   
The sea of Kinnereth (Num. 34:11)  

[dependent clause: The name of the sea is Kinnereth] 

 16.3.1.2.9  In the genitive of extent the genitive (nomen rectum) names the limit or extent 

of the construct noun (nomen regens).  
   

Water (up to) the ankles. (Ezek. 47:3) 

[dependent clause: The water reached to Ezekiel’s ankles] 

    
Water (up to) the waist. (Ezek. 47:4) 

Dependent clause: The water reached to Ezekiel’s waist. 

 16.3.1.2.10  In the genitive of time the genitive (nomen rectum) names a point of time for 

the construct noun (nomen regens).  
  

At the time of evening. (Gen. 24:11)  

[dependent clause: The time was evening] 

   
At the time of noon. (Jer. 20:16) 

[dependent clause: The time was noon] 

 16.3.1.2.11  In the cognate genitive of comparison the genitive noun (nomen rectum) is 

the plural of the construct noun (nomen regens). This is an idiom that expresses the superlative 

degree of comparison with respect to members of the class named by the nouns.  

    
The song of songs. (Song 1:1)   

[or the best song] 

[dependent clause: The song is the best of all songs] 
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The God of gods and Lord of lords. (Deut. 10:17) 

[dependent clause: God is the superlative of deity and sovereignty] 

[This is not to be understood in a polytheistic sense,  

but in the monotheistic sense of common knowledge.] 

 Construct nouns are found in strings up to a maximum of four. Table 16.4 provides a fre-

quency distribution of the number of constructs in a string for non-determinate and determinate 

phrases. 

     
             N3     J2       J1 

      N4         | 

               N5  

An ark of acacia wood. (Exod. 25:10) 

[lit. an ark of the wood of an acacia tree] 

הַר ־בֵית ר שִַ֤    הַסֹ   

The officer of the house of confinement (Gen. 39:22) 

חֶם    ה  לֶָ֛ יחַ  אִשֵֵ֥ חַ ־רֵֶֽ לַיהוֵָּ֑ה   נִיחֹֹ֖  

the food of the offering made by fire as a sweet aroma to the LORD (Num. 28:24) 

ת   ֶּֽגַע תוֹרַ  עַת ־נֶֶֽ גֶד צָרַ֜ ים   בֵֶ֥ תִָ֗ וֹ הַפִשְׁ מֶר׀ אִ֣    הַצִֶ֣

the law of the leprous plague in a garment of wool or linen (Lev. 13:59) 

Table 16.4 

Frequency Distribution of Construct Strings 

Num. of Constructs Num. of  Non-Determinates Num. of Determinates 

1 4,961 4,945 

2 444 689 

3 26 35 

4 431 232 

14.3.2 The Quantified Noun Phrase 

 When the dependent clause expresses the quantity of N1, the resultant modifier is a quan-

tifier. The transformation takes the form 

(8) N + [S(N , M)] → M + N 

 or 

 N + [S(N , M)] → N + M 

 

31 Exod. 39:32; 40:6; 2 Kgs. 17:13; Neh. 10:36. 

32 Lev. 13:59; 1 Chr. 6:33. 
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where N in the noun being quantified and M is a quantifier.33 M must agree with N for number 

and gender. All the other constituents of S are deleted as already known and thus redundant.  Either 

option usually may be used; however, if N is a lengthy phrase, then the first option is preferred. In 

the first option, M may be either construct or absolute; but in the second, M must be absolute. 

   . . .       
and every plant of the field . . . and every herb of the field (Gen. 2:5) 

             
a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands (Prov. 6:10; 24:33) 

  
many deeds (2 Sam. 23:20 = 1 Chr. 11:22) 

      
for the people wept very bitterly [lit. much weeping] (Ezr. 10:1) 

    
three men (Gen. 18:2) 

    
seven women (Isa. 4:1) 

    
two rows (Lev. 24:6) 

    
two cities (Josh. 15:60) 

     
twelve stones (Josh. 4:8) 

       
thirteen young bulls (Num. 29:13) 

      
fourteen thousand sheep (Job 42:12) 

          
four hundred and sixty-eight valiant men. (Neh. 11:6) 

       
one hundred and twelve of his brethren (1 Chr. 15:10) 

                 
three hundred and thirty-seven thousand five hundred sheep (Num. 31:36) 

 

33 See Chapter 7 for a discussion of quantifiers and their syntactic structures. As in other transformations, the 

redundant elements of S are elided. 
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All the assembly together was 42,360 (Ezr. 2:64; Neh. 7:66) 

[Lit. 4 x 10,000 and 2,000 and 360] 

 The statistics for quantifiers is found in Chapter 7. 

16.3.3 The Relative Pronoun Phrase  

 When the dependent clause expresses something about the N1 that does not qualify to be 

transformed into a phrase by one of the preceding transformations, then the dependent clause is 

retained by the use of one of the forms of the Relative Pronoun Transformation. The structure of 

the General Relative Pronoun Transformation is expressed formally as  

 (9) N1 + S(N1)  → N1 +  + S(R1)  

where N1 may be a noun phrase,34 where   functions as a relative pronoun,35 and N1 is deleted 

in S, or is replaced in S by a personal pronoun (R1) or other substitute in agreement with N1 for 

number, gender, person, and case.36 The dependent clause S may be a cluster of clauses with any 

degree of complexity involving coordination, subordination, and various degrees of embedding. 

The following rules apply to deletion or substitution in S:  

 (1) If N1 is nominative or accusative in S—that is, it is the subject or direct object of the 

verb—then it may be deleted if no ambiguity results and no emphasis is specified. 

But if ambiguity would result, or if emphasis is specified, then substitution is re-

quired per rule 4 below.  

(2) If N1 is in the genitive case—that is, it is governed by a preposition, by a construct 

noun, or by a construct adjective—then substitution is required. When N1 refers to 

space, time, or manner, and it is governed by a preposition, the prepositional phrase 

 

34 The noun preceding  is often in the construct form, being found at least 220 times. It is as though the 

dependent clause is functioning as a genitive substantive. 

35   is probably a subordinating conjunction, but it often functions as though it were a relative pronoun, 

but in this construction, it is essentially the equivalent of the English relative “who, which, that.” See BDB, 81-84, 

and GKC § 36, 138, and 155. N1 may be thought of as the antecedent of  . In the later books and sometimes in 

quoted discourse or vernacular portions, the prepositive particle   is used rather than . This seems to be an abbre-

viated form of . For examples see Judg. 7:12; Song 1:7; Eccl. 1:11; 1 Chr. 27:27. Sometimes in poetry, זֶה or זו is 

used as a relative pronoun; and at times it is omitted altogether: Prov. 23:22; Exod. 15:13. Likewise, 20 times the 

definite article functions as a relative pronoun before a finite verb (Gen. 18:21; 46:27; Josh. 10:24; Ruth 1:22; 2:6; 

4:3; 1 Kgs. 11:9; 1 Chr. 26:28; 29:17; 2 Chr. 1:4; 29:36; Ezr. 8:25; 10:14, 17; Job 2:11; Isa. 51:10; 56:3; Ezek. 26:17; 

Dan. 2:4; 8:1). 

36 Actually, the elision or substitution takes place as the result of deletion or substitution transformations 

discussed in § 19.4 and § 19.5. However, for the sake of completion and illustration discussion is also given here. 
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is usually elided. If N1 refers to a place, the prepositional phrase may be replaced 

by the substitute  or .  
(3) If N1 is more deeply embedded in an element of S, then substitution is required to avoid 

ambiguity.  

(4) When substitution is required, N1 is replaced in S by a personal pronoun in agreement 

with N1 for number, gender, person, and case, unless ambiguity would result. If 

ambiguity would result from the substitution of a pronoun, or if the substitution of 

a pronoun is grammatically impossible, then N1 may be replaced by another substi-

tute, such as a simpler synonym, or it may be retained redundantly. A pronoun sub-

stitute is called the pronoun of reference. It refers to N1, that is, the antecedent of 

, and it marks the syntactic position of N1 in the dependent clause S.  

(5) When N1 is the principal term in an adverbial phrase of place, then the adverbial phrase 

may be replaced by a simpler substitute, such as here, there, and so forth. See (2) 

above. 

 16.3.3.1  Rule One. The following are examples of the first rule where N1 is the subject or 

direct object of the verb in the dependent clause, and is elided. The first example illustrates the 

dependent relationship before deletion takes place; the second show the final result after deletion. 

Brackets enclose the redundant constituent that gets deleted.  

 (a)      [   ]       
     S(N)   R        N 

The land which I gave [the land] to Abraham and Isaac. (Gen. 35:12) 

              N   S(N) 

becomes 

           
The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac. (Gen. 35:12) 

 (b)           [       ]         
        S(N)           R               N 

The LORD God of heaven who [the LORD God of heaven] took me from my father’s house. (Gen. 24:7) 

         N      S(N) 

becomes 

                 
The LORD God of heaven who took me from my father’s house. (Gen. 24:7) 
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 (c)     [  ]      
All His work which He had done [His work]. (Gen. 2:2) 

becomes 

          
All His work which He had done. (Gen. 2:2) 

 The following are examples of the first rule where N1 is the subject or direct object of the 

verb of the dependent clause, and substitution is made with a pronoun (R1) of reference for em-

phasis or clarity:  

 (a)            [  ]    
     S(N)     R N 

Any beast that [the beast] divides the foot. (Lev. 11:26) 

               N  S(N) 

becomes 

        
Any beast that [it] divides the foot. (Lev. 11:26)37 

 

 (b)      [  ]    
     S(N)            R         N 

Your God, who [your God] saved you. (1 Sam. 10:19) 

            N   S(N) 

becomes 

            
Your God, who Himself saved you. (1 Sam. 10:19)38 

 (c)      [    ]         
     S(N)       R   N 

I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold [Joseph your brother] into Egypt. (Gen. 45:4) 

   N    S(N) 

becomes 

                 
I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold [me] into Egypt. (Gen. 45:4)39 

  

 

37 The pronoun   (it) replaces the subject noun phrase  , but the pronoun is omitted in English. 

38 The pronoun   (he) replaces the subject noun phrase   , and the pronoun is made reflexive in 

English. 

39 The pronoun   (me) replaces the object noun phrase    , but the pronoun is omitted in English. 
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 (d)           
All the goodness that I provided them.40 (Jer. 33:9)

 

 16.3.3.2 Rule Two. The following are examples of the second rule where N1 is governed 

by a preposition, and substitution is made with a pronoun of reference:  

 (a)    [  ]       
        S(N)           R      N 

The place which you stand on [the place] (Exod. 3:5) 

             N      S(N) 

becomes 

             
The place which you stand on it 

or 

The place on which you stand (Exod. 3:5) 

 (b)   [  ]      
         S(N)  R       N 

Your donkey which you have ridden on [your donkey] (Num. 22:30) 

     N   S(N) 

becomes 

            
Your donkey which you have ridden on me 

or 

Your donkey on which you have ridden (Num. 22:30) 

 (c)             [ ]       
               S(N)        R   N 

The cities which Lot had dwelt in [the cities] (Gen. 19:29) 

          N   S(N) 

becomes 

            
The cities which Lot had dwelt in them41 

or  

The cities in which Lot had dwelt (Gen. 19:29) 

  

 

40 In this verse the pronoun of reference  is retained for emphasis, but translators have attempted to trans-

late it as “for it,” “unto it,” “for them,” etc. However, the verb   governs the thing done or made in the accusative 

(as here), and it requires the preposition  to express “to” or “for” (BDB, 793). Therefore, the pronoun of reference 

should not be translated into English. The LXX understood the pronoun of reference in this way and did not translate 

it; but textual critics have misinterpreted this as an omission in the Hebrew text behind the LXX.  

41 The prepositional pronoun   was shifted next to the verb for stylistic reasons. 
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 (d)  [     ]              
                 S(N)           R          N 

The outstretched arm which the LORD brought you out [by the outstretched arm] (Deut. 7:19) 

  N     S(N) 

becomes 

                  
The outstretched arm by which the LORD brought you out (Deut. 7:19) 

[pronoun and preposition elided: rarely done] 

 (e)           [   ]       
                   S(N)  R          N 

That day which you enter an inner chamber [on that day] (1 Kgs. 22:25) 

           N                S(N) 

becomes 

            
That day in which (= when) you enter an inner chamber. (1 Kgs. 22:25) 

[reference to time deleted] 

 (f)     [  ]      
                       S(N)  R      N 

The place which He talked with him [in the place] (Gen. 35:13) 

      N   S(N) 

becomes 

        
The place in which (= where) He talked with him. (Gen. 35:13) 

[reference to place deleted] 

 16.3.3.3 Rule Three. The following is an example of the third rule where N1 is more deeply 

embedded in an element of the dependent clause, and where substitution is required:  

    [ ]           
                            S(N)             R      N 

The tree which I commanded you saying, “You shall not eat of[ the tree].” (Gen. 3:17) 

             N    S(N) 

becomes 

                
The tree of which I commanded you saying, “You shall not eat of it.” (Gen. 3:17) 

 Here the embedded element is the clause “You shall not eat of the tree.” It has been made 

an element of the clause “I commanded you . . .” The dependent clause is “I commanded you 

saying, ‘You shall not eat of the tree.’”  

 16.3.3.4 Rule Four. The following are examples of rule 4 where substitution is required 

and where the substitution of a pronoun is inappropriate:  



Chapter 16 The Syntax of Hebrew Noun Phrases  

 

 

400 

 

        
              

       
Not like the covenant that I made with their fathers  

in the day when I took them by the hand  

to bring them out of the land of Egypt— 

which covenant of mine they broke. (Jer. 31:32) 

 In this example, the antecedent of the second  is the entire phrase preceding the dash. 

When the antecedent is too lengthy (as in this case), then an abbreviated substitute for N1 is used—

in this case, “covenant of mine.”  

        
A tree that you know is not a tree for food. (Deut. 20:20) 

[A pronoun cannot replace a construct noun] 

           
        

         
let a royal robe be brought which the king has worn,  

and a horse on which the king has ridden,  

which has a royal crest placed on its head. (Est. 6:8) 

 In this example the antecedent “horse” has two relative pronoun clauses joined by Waw 

conjunctive. It was the horse, not the honored man, which had the royal crest placed on its head. 

 16.3.3.5 Rule Five. The following are examples of the fifth rule where N1 is the principal 

term in an adverbial phrase of place, and where the adverbial phrase may be replaced by a simpler 

substitute, such as here, there:  

       
The land to which you go (Deut. 11:10) 

[Lit. the land which you are going there] 

[  “there” substituted for   “to the land”] 

         
The whole land of Havilah, in which there is gold (Gen. 2:11) 

[Lit. The whole land of Havilah which gold is there] 

[  is substituted for      ] 

      
The ground from which he was taken (Gen. 3:23) 

[Lit. The ground which he was taken from there] 

[ “from there” substituted for  ] 

 16.3.3.6 The Indefinite Relative Pronoun Clause. Sometimes N1 may be indefinite, hav-

ing the meaning “one,” “someone” or “something,” “whoever” or “whatever.” At times, when 

expressing this thought, N1 may be an indefinite word like “a man” or “a woman,” “a word” or “a 
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thing”; in such instances the rules above apply. However, Hebrew may omit N1 when expressing 

an indefinite noun with a dependent clause. The structure of the Indefinite Relative Pronoun Trans-

formation is expressed formally as  

 (10) N1 + S(N1)  →  + S(R1)  

where   functions like an English indefinite relative pronoun,42  and where the rules governing 

elision and substitution in the dependent clause are the same as for the general situation defined 

above.  
         

What his younger son had done to him (Gen. 9:24)  

            
He whom you bless... 

and he whom you curse...(Num. 22:6) 

      
With whomever you find your gods (Gen. 31:32) 

  
What you shall say (Exod. 4:12)  

   
For those who are of your household (Gen. 47:24) 

ר לֶַֽ  לֶַֽ  אֲשִֶ֤ יהָ וְׁ נוֹתֵֶ֔ אָן  ובְׁ בֵית־שְׁ ר בְׁ אל׃ אֲשֶֹ֖ עֶֶֽ רְׁ מֶק יִזְׁ עֵֵ֥  בְׁ

to those who are of Beth Shean and its towns and those who are of the Valley of Jezreel. (Josh. 17:16) 

       
Whoever kills his neighbor unintentionally (Deut. 19:4) 

 In a few cases of the indefinite relative pronoun clause, the   is elided.  

       
They walked after things that do not profit (Jer. 2:8) 

           
My people have changed their Glory 

For what does not profit (Jer. 2:11) 

 The indefinite adverb “wherever” with a dependent clause is expressed idiomatically by 

the construct form of the word    “place” +  + S. This is an example of one of several 

constructions in which a construct noun is not followed by a standard nomen rectum. The construct 

 

42 Sometimes the interrogative pronoun  or   is used like an indefinite relative pronoun. See BDB, 552, 

and examples in Jer. 7:17; 33:24; Mic. 6:5, 8; Job 34:33.  
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form is accounted for by phonetic rather than grammatical reasons.43 It is almost as though the 

indefinite relative pronoun clause that follows is functioning as the equivalent of a noun phrase.  

          
Wherever the king’s command and decree arrived (Est. 4:3)  

         
Wherever they offered sweet incense (Ezek. 6:13)44 

 16.3.3.7 Multiple Dependent Relative Pronoun Clauses. A noun phrase may have a string 

of dependent relative pronoun clauses. 

ות  כֵ֔ וש מַלְׁ בִ֣ יאו  לְׁ ר  יָבִ  לֶךְ אֲשֵֶ֥ וֹ הַמֵֶּ֑ בַש־בֹ֖  לֶָֽ

וס  סָ֗ ר וְׁ לֶךְ  אֲשֶ  ב עָלָיו  הַמֵֶ֔  רָכִַ֤

רוַ  תֶר מַ  אֲשֵֶ֥ ן כֵֶ֥ וֹ׃ נִתַָ֛ ראֹשֶֽ ות בְׁ כֹ֖  לְׁ
Let them bring a royal robe which the king has worn,  

and a horse on which the king has ridden,  

which has a royal crest placed on its head. (Est. 6:8) 

ֶּ֡ה   מונֵָ֔ ׀ כָל־תְׁ סֶל  ִ֣ פִֶ֣  ךֵ֥ ה־לְׁ א־תַעֲשֵֶ֥ ִ֣ ֶֹֽ  ל

ר  ִ֣ עַל  אֲשִֶ֤ ֶּ֡ ׀ מִמֵַ֔ יִם   בַשָמִַ֣ 

ר  וַ  חַת  אֲשֵֶ֥ רֶץ מִתֵָּ֑֜  בָאָֹ֖ 

ר וַ   רֶץ׃   אֲשֵֶ֥ חַת לָאֶָָֽ֗ ִ֣ יִם׀ מִתֵַ֥ ִ֣  בַמַֹ֖

You shall not make for yourself a carved image-- any likeness of anything  

that is in heaven above,  

or that is in the earth beneath,  

or that is in the water under the earth (Deut. 5:8) 

יִם  א הַשָמַָ֗ בִָ֣ ל׀ צְׁ כִֹ֣ חַ ולְׁ לַיָרֵ֜ מֶש וְׁ טָחום  לַשֶ   ושְׁ

ר ראֲהֵב֜ום וַ  אֲשֶ   עֲבָדום   אֲשִֶ֤

ם וַ   אֲשֶר  וֶַֽ  חֲרֵיהֵֶ֔ ו אֶַֽ כִ֣ רהָלְׁ ום  אֲשִֶ֣ רָשֵ֔  דְׁ

ר וַ   ם  אֲשֵֶ֥ ו לָהֵֶּ֑ תַחֲוֹ֖ שְׁ  הִֶֽ

ו׃  יֶֽ הְׁ ה יִֶֽ י הָאֲדָמָֹ֖ נֵֵ֥ מֶן עַל־פְׁ דָֹ֛ רו לְׁ א יִקָבֵֵ֔ ִֹ֣ ל פו  וְׁ סְׁ א יֵאֶָֽ ִֹ֤  ל

They shall spread them before the sun and the moon and all the host of heaven,  

which they have loved and which they have served  

and after which they have walked, which they have sought  

and which they have worshiped.  

They shall not be gathered nor buried; they shall be like refuse on the face of the earth. (Jer. 8:2) 

 

43 See GKC § 89a. 

44 See also Gen. 39:20; 40:3; Est 8:17; etc. 



Chapter 16 The Syntax of Hebrew Noun Phrases  

 

 

403 

 

The statistics for ר  .are presented in § 11.6 אֲשֶ 

16.3.4 The Participle Phrase 

 When N1 is the subject of the dependent clause, and the verb of the clause is in the durative 

aspect and current tense, then the dependent clause attaches to the noun without a relative pronoun. 

The redundant subject is elided; the verb receives first position prominence, and it is changed to 

its cognate adjectival participle in agreement with N1 for number, gender, and determination.  

The structure of the transformation is  

(11) N1 + S(N1, V)  → N1 + V
a
 + S(-N1, -V) 

where N1 is the subject of S, V
a
 is the cognate adjectival participle of V. S(-N1, -V) represents the 

content of S with N1 and V removed. The resultant noun phrase is usually translated into English 

like a relative pronoun phrase.45  

           
 The LORD your God who brings you out of the land of Egypt (Deut. 8:14) 

          
Sihon king of the Amorites who dwells in Heshbon (Josh. 12:2) 

      
God who arms me with strength (Psa. 18:33) 

 16.3.4.1 The Indefinite Participle Phrase. Whenever N1 is indefinite—that is, when it 

means someone, something, the one, the thing, etc.—then it is completely elided in the transfor-

mation.46 The structure of the transformation is  

 (12)  N1 + S(N1, V) → V
a
 + S(-N1, -V) 

where N1 is the subject of S, V
a
 is the cognate adjectival participle of V. S(-N1, -V) represents 

the content of S with N1 and V removed. 

       
The one which encompasses the whole land of Havilah. (Gen. 2:11) 

[N1 is determinate] 

 

 

45 In some cases, a later deletion transformation may elide N1, leaving the participle (and any of its comple-

ments) standing alone in a noun slot. This explains why a participle sometimes seems to function as a noun. 

46 This also leaves the participle standing alone in a noun slot. This also explains why a participle sometimes 

seems to function as a noun. 
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 Him who says to his father, “What are you begetting?” (Isa. 45:10) 

 16.3.4.2 The Construct Participle Phrase. At times in this context, the participle takes its 

construct form and governs its object in the genitive.  

          
Those who fear God . . . those who hate covetousness (Exod. 18:21)  

        
The men who brought the evil report about the land. (Num. 14:37) 

      
You who ride on white donkeys. (Judg. 5:10)  

       
Zimri, murderer of his master. (2 Kgs. 9:31) 

     
Those who wait on the LORD. (Isa. 40:31)47 

 In a few instances the construct participle is found governing a prepositional phrase or even 

an accusative with .48 

        
you who sit in judges’ attire, 

and who walk along the road. (Judg. 5:10) 

. . .     ...     
Those who rise early in the morning . . . 

Who continue until night . . . (Isa. 5:11) 

   
Those who dwell in it. (Isa. 24:6)  

 

וִיִֹ֖ם   אֶת־הַלְׁ י וְׁ תֵֵ֥ שָרְׁ  ׃יתִֶֽ אֹ מְׁ
and the Levites who minister to Me. (Jer. 33:22) 

 

 16.3.4.3 The Negated Participle Phrase. On the rare occasion when a participle phrase is 

negated, the negative   is used.  

 

 

47 See also Exod. 25:20; Jer. 6:11; Isa. 43:1, 45:9, 18. 

48 See GKC § 130a, RJW 30. These are regarded as broader uses of the construct form accounted for phonet-

ically and not grammatically.  
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Those who have no might. (Isa. 40:29) 

16.3.5 Passive Participle Phrase 

 If a noun has a dependent clause in which the given noun is also the subject of the clause 

and the verb of the clause is a passive participle (or the participle of a stative verb), then the de-

pendent clause is transformed into a modifier that seems to function as an adjective. In this instance 

the dependent clause is attached to the noun it modifies without a relative pronoun or other con-

nector; its subject is elided; and the rest of the clause stands intact except that the named agent (if 

any) is usually governed by  ְׁל instead of  ְׁב. Such constructions are better understood as a variation 

of a underlying clause dependent on a noun, but the instance is mentioned here for completeness. 

סֶף       רו    כִֶ֣ יל      צֶָּ֭ רֶץ     בַעֲלִִ֣ לָאֵָּ֑  

             N6  P5     N4  P3      Va
2       N1 

       N7           |             

             D8               |  

        Q          [Ns] 

                  S           | 

          N9  

silver tried in a furnace of earth (Psa. 12:7 Heb.) 

In this example, N6 modifies N4 by means of P5 expressing the genitive of material, thus forming 

noun phrase N7—“a furnace of earth.” The underlying clause dependent on N4 is “the furnace was 

made of earth.”  P3 governs N7 forming an adverb phrase of place D8—“in a furnace of earth.” D8 

modifies the passive participle Va
2 specifying where the purity of the silver was tested; thus form-

ing the predicate Q of the dependent clause S which specifies the how the purity of the silver was 

determined. The dependent passive participle clause that functions as an adjective here is: The 

silver is tried in a furnace of earth. The metallurgist who purified the silver is left unidentified, but 

it may be inferred that he was an expert. 

ם    אֲרתָָֹ֛ ם מִשְׁ לֹתָֹ֖ שִמְׁ ת בְׁ רֵֹ֥ רֻׁ     צְׁ

their kneading bowls bound up in their clothes (Exod. 12:34) 

שֶת   וֹררֶֹ֖ ה עַל־תָבֶֽ רושֵָ֥  ׃ פְׁ
 a net spread on Tabor (Hos. 5:1) 

בֶן   ת אֵֶ֔ חִֹ֣ ים לֻׁ ע אֱלֹהִֶֽ בֵַ֥ אֶצְׁ ים בְׁ בִֹ֖ תֻׁ    ׃כְׁ

 tablets of stone written with the finger of God (Exod. 31:18) 

ת  חָֹ֗ ם  לֻׁ רֵיהֵֶ֔ נִֵ֣י עֶבְׁ בִים  מִשְׁ תֻׁ  כְׁ

tablets written on both their sides (Exod. 32:15) 
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דלִֹים  ֶּ֭ הוֵָּ֑ה  גְׁ י יְׁ  מַעֲשִֵ֣

ם  צֵיהֶֶֽ כָל־חֶפְׁ ים לְׁ רושִָ֗ ֜  דְׁ

Great are the works of the LORD, 

Studied by all who have pleasure in them. (Psa. 111:2) 

 The passive participle may govern its complement in the genitive by means of the construct 

passive participle form.  
ום    ם עָצֵ֔ ה׃ עִַ֣ חָמֶָֽ וךְ מִלְׁ   עֱרֹ֖

a strong people set in battle array (Joel 2:5) 

 It may also govern its agent in the genitive by the same means. 

ים לִֵ֔ בַע שִבֳּ וֹת ו שִֶ֣ ים דַקֹ֖ ת קָדִֵּ֑ דופִֹ֣  שְׁ

seven heads, thin and blighted by the east wind (Gen. 41:6) 

ה    עַ  אִשֵָ֔ בַת רֵֹ֖ ֵ֥    אֲהֻׁ

a woman loved by a lover (Hos. 3:1) 

     
You who are blessed of the LORD (Gen. 24:31)49 

 The passive participle may be replaced by its cognate verbal adjective (if one exists) in 

which event the adjective may govern an object (and other predicate elements) in the same manner 

as the verb from which it is derived. 

ים   בִעִָ֛ ים יֶַֹּֽ֖יִן   גְׁ לֵאִֵ֥ מְׁ  

cups full of wine (Jer. 35:5) 

ל   א אֵֶֽ ִֹ֤ שַע׀ ־ ל ץ רֵֶ֥    חָפֵָ֨

not a God delighting50 in wickedness (Psa. 5:5) 

16.4 The Verbal Noun Phrase 

 When N1 is a verbal noun expressing the abstract idea of the verb in the dependent clause, 

then the verb in S is elided, and S follows N1 with no connective. In the general case, the verbal 

noun is expressed by the infinitive construct. This is possible because every verb has an infinitive 

construct form for each active stem. In the special case, in addition to the construct infinitive, some 

verbs have a corresponding verbal noun that inflects like a noun. The structure of the general 

transformation is  

 

49 See also Gen. 26:29. 

 may be regarded as a stative participle here, but the stative participle is indistinguishable from חָפֵץ 50

an adjective.  
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 (13) N
v
 + S(V) → V

n
 + S(-V) 

where N
v
 is the cognate verbal noun of V, and V

n
 is the cognate infinitive construct of V. If either 

the subject or object of V is a pronoun, it may be suffixed to V
n
. The resultant phrase functions as 

a substantive in the clause of which it is a part. 

     
Man’s being alone (Gen. 2:18) 

    
God’s creating man (Gen. 5:1) 

           
His bequeathing to his sons that which shall be his (Deut. 21:16) 

[the subject of the infinitive is a pronoun] 

        
      

Your being a priest to the household of one man, 

or your being a priest to a tribe. (Judg. 18:19) 

       
He could not live after his fall. (2 Sam 1:10) 

 The structure of the special transformation is 

 (14) N
v
 + S(V) → J

v
 + S(-V) 

where N
v
 is an existing cognate verbal noun of V, and J

v
 is the construct form of N

v
. If either the 

subject or object of V is a pronoun, it may be suffixed to J
v
.  

 (a)    ים הודִִ֣ ו הַיְׁ חֹ֖ לְׁ הויִשְׁ רֵעֵֶֽ יש לְׁ וֹת אִֵ֥    מָנֹ֖

The Jews will send portions to one another (Est. 9:19)* 

becomes 

        
Sending portions to one another (Est. 9:19) 

[Subject elided] 

 (b)    ם ל כָל־רָעָתֵָּ֑   עַֹ֖  ט  פֶֹֽ    אֶשְׁ

I will judge them concerning all their wickedness (Jer. 1:16) 

becomes 

ם  ל כָל־רָעָתֵָּ֑   עַֹ֖    
My judgments against them concerning all their wickedness (Jer. 1:16) 
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 (c)                
The LORD loves the children of Israel (Hos. 3:1)* 

becomes 

        
The LORD’s love for the children of Israel (Hos. 3:1) 

 (d)           
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah (Amos 4:11) 

becomes 

        
Like God’s overthrow of Sodom Gomorrah (Amos 4:11) 

16.5 Restraints on the Order of Transformations in Noun Phrases 

 The transformations defined in this chapter account for most of the noun phrases found in 

Biblical Hebrew. However, the transformations may not be executed in random order.51 In general, 

the grammar of Hebrew syntax permits the special transformations to execute if they will generate 

modifiers in the following sequence: (M) + (J) + N + (A) + (D) + (R
d
) + (N

a
)  

where (M) is an optional quantifier.  

(J) = an optional sequence of construct nouns, and where a given J governs the entire phrase that 

follows it.  

 N = an unmodified absolute noun. 

(A) = an optional sequence of attributive adjectives (or simple adjective phrases), and where a 

given A modifies the entire noun phrase that precedes it, at least up to and including N.  

(D) = an optional sequence of attributive adverbs (or simple adverb phrases), and where a given D 

modifies the entire noun phrase that precedes it, at least up to and including N.  

(R
d
) = an optional attributive demonstrative pronoun that modifies the entire noun phrase that 

precedes it, at least up to and including N.52  

(N
a
) = an optional sequence of appositive noun phrases, and where a given appositive modifies the 

entire noun phrase that precedes it, at least up to and including N.  

 

51 The kind of transformation that may be executed in a given situation depends on the current form of the 

general statement N + S(N) → N + Modifier. That is, the kind of transformation that may currently be executed on N 

+ S depends on the current structure of noun phrase N, and on the clause type of S. These generative details are of 

little interest to those engaged primarily in exposition of Scripture. 

52 See 2 Chr. 1:10; Jer. 13:10; 33:12; and Hag. 2:9 for an alternate order when long adjectival phrases are 

involved. 
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ת ע מֵאֹֹּ֧ בַ  קֶל    אַרְׁ סֶף ־ שֶֶֽ  כֶָ֛

                   N          J M 

four hundred shekels of silver. (Gen. 23:15) 

דָיֵֵ֥י  שנֵָ֛י    ים  גְׁ ים  עִזִֹ֖ טבִֵֹּ֑  

         A         N          J     M 

two choice kids of the goats,  (Gen. 27:9) 

יו   תִֵ֤ רתֹ   שְׁ שְׁ ב שַרְׁ וֹר זָהִָ֣ ת  טָהֵ֔ בָלָֹ֛ מִגְׁ  

             N         A         N          J   M 

two chains of pure gold like braided cords (Exod. 28:14) 

יִם  ים ומָאתֵָּ֑ י חֲמִשִִ֣ שִיאֵֵ֥ ה  נְׁ י  עֵדָָ֛ רִאֵֵ֥ ד קְׁ שֵי מוֹעֵֹ֖ ם־ אַנְׁ  שֵֶֽ

   N        J         N      J         N          J       M 

       N             N 

two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation,  

representatives of the congregation, men of renown. (Num .16:2) 

ה ־כָל   בודִָ֣ לֶךְ־בַת כְׁ ימָה  מִֶ֣ נִֵּ֑    פְׁ

                   D          N      J          J          M 

All the glory of the daughter of the king inwardly (Psa. 45:14) 

י־כָל   רִֵ֣ ה  דִבְׁ רָכָֹ֖ ה הַבְׁ ה וְׁ  הַתוֹרֵָ֔ לָלֵָּ֑ הַקְׁ  

          N     W     N             N           J        M 

     N 

all the words of the law, the blessings and the cursings (Josh. 8:34) 

 If the execution of a special transformation would result in a violation of the above se-

quences, then the corresponding general transformation must be executed. These transformations 

generate the following general sequences:  

N + ( ) + S 

where N is a noun phrase of any reasonable complexity, where  is omitted in some situations, 

and where S usually is modified in some fashion by higher ordered transformations and may even 

be a cluster of clauses.  

את   ֵֹ֔ רָעָה  הַז ה הֶָֽ ר  עֵדִָ֤ י אֲשֶָ֛ ים עָלֵָּ֑ מָה מַלִינִֹ֖    הֵֵ֥

                 S         N (phrase) 

this evil congregation who complain against Me (Num. 14:27) 

ת   דֵֹ֔ נִָ֤הּ הַגָדלֹ  הַחֲמֻׁ ו בְׁ י עֵשָ֜ דֵ  ר  בִגְׁ יִת  אֲשֵֶ֥ הּ בַבֵָּ֑ אִתָֹ֖  

                 S          N (phrase) 

the choice clothes of her elder son Esau, which were with her in the house (Gen. 27:15) 
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16.6 Coordinate Noun Phrases 

 When noun phrases have the same role and function in a sentence, they are linked together 

by coordinating conjunctions53 to form compound noun phrases.  

י׀ אֶל־הָעָם     ד  וַ אֲבִישֵַ֥ וַיָבאֹ   דָוִ 
David and Abishai went to the people (1 Sam. 26:7) 

א וֹם הַזֶה  בִָ֣ צֶם הַיִ֤ עֶ  חַ  בְׁ ם וְׁ ־שֵםוְׁ   נֵֹ֔ חַ  יֶֹ֖פֶת וָ  חֵָ֥ נֵי־נֵֹּ֑  בְׁ

חַ וְׁ  שֶת נָֹ֗ םו אִֵ֣ י־בָנָָ֛יו אִתָֹ֖ שֵֶֽ שֶת נְׁ לֹֹּ֧ ה׃  שְׁ  אֶל־הַתֵבֶָֽ

On the very same day Noah and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, Noah's sons, 

and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark (Gen. 7:13) 

  ִ֣ ךֵ֥ ה־לְׁ עֲשֶ  א תֶַֽ ִ֣ ֶֹֽ סֶל  ל עַל וְׁ ׀ פִֶ֣  ֵ֔ ׀ מִמֶַּ֡ יִם  מִַ֣ ר בַשָ  ִ֣ ֵ֔ה אֲשִֶ֤ מונֶָּ֡  כָל־תְׁ

חַת וֶַֽ  ֵּ֑֜ רֶץ מִתַָ ר  בָאָֹ֖  רֶץוַ  אֲשֵֶ֥ חַת לָאֶָָֽ֗ ִ֣ יִם׀ מִתֵַ֥ ִ֣ ר בַמַֹ֖ ִ֣  ׃ אֲשֵֶ֥
You shall not make for yourself a carved image,  

or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above,  

or that is in the earth beneath,  

or that is in the water under the earth (Exod. 20:4) 

A compound noun phrase may be understood to be the result of deletion transformations on coor-

dinate clauses with common constituents, such as common verbs and common phrases. For exam-

ples see Chapter 19. 

16.7 Rules for Syntactic Analysis of Noun Phrases 

 The rules for syntactic analysis of phrases operate in reverse of the synthesis rules defined 

in the above sections. That is, the expositor recovers the full content of the dependent clause that 

underlies the phrase being analyzed. This clause is recovered from the literary context in which 

the phrase occurs, or from what was commonly known about the topic under discussion in the 

context. Take for example the genitive noun phrase      (the sons of Israel). In Gen. 42:5 

where the phrase occurs, the context is the Joseph story; the dependent clause may be understood 

to be: “Israel fathered twelve sons.” In Josh. 5:2 where the phrase occurs, the context is the nation 

of Israel crossing the Jordan River; there, common knowledge understands that the descendants of 

Israel had multiplied into a great nation, and its citizens were known as the sons of Israel; the 

dependent clause may be understood to be: “the citizens of the nation of Israel were known as the 

sons of Israel.” 

 

53 See § 9.2.1. When more than two phrases are coordinated, some intermediate conjunctions may be elided. 
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In the analysis rules that follow, the rules bypass that part of the analysis involving recov-

ering the content of the dependent clause. However, that step is assumed to be a necessary part of 

the analysis, even though it is not represented in the formal notation. The constituent(s) on the left 

side of the arrow (→) are replaced by the constituent of the right side; or when drawing a tree 

diagram analysis, the left constituents are connected together and linked to the right constituent. 

Thus, the rule “J1 + N2 → N3” would be diagramed as follows:  

          (sons of Israel) 

             N2           J1 

        N3 

Likewise, the expositor would record the recovered underlying clause dependent on the head noun 

on the phrase. 

All rules must observe the restraint of completeness and compatibility; that is, all phrases 

must have been fully reduced to a single symbol (completeness), and the elements on the left side 

of a rule must be grammatically and semantically compatible54 with each other in the literary con-

text in which the phrase occurs. Ordinarily, with few exceptions, the constituents on the left side 

must be contiguous (immediately next to one another). 

 The analysis rules follow a hierarchical order. Those in Hierarchy I should be satisfied 

before those in Hierarchy II, and so forth. When an analysis rule is invoked, the expositor should 

record the dependent clause that underlies and explains the creation of the given phrase.  

16.7.1 Restore Elision and Substitution 

 Every pronoun should be replaced by its antecedent, and every elided element of the de-

pendent clause should be restored. Elements were initially elided because the information to which 

they refer is redundant and understood. The information can be recovered from preceding context 

or common knowledge. This restores the dependent clause to its unaltered form. The content of 

the dependent clause becomes part of the analysis. This greatly simplifies the analysis procedure. 

The rule for pronoun substitution is: 

 R → N 

  

 

54 Semantic compatibility means that the dependent clause underlying the potential phrase is true in the liter-

ary context in which the phrase occurs. 
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                     R8  J7  PW    R6 J5      J4     P   R3    C     V2      N1  W 

                       |                    |                           | 

                      N8             N6            N3   

Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat.  (Gen. 4:4) 

R3 → N3 =  N1 = Abel  

R6 → N6 = N1 = Abel 

R8 → J5  + N6 = Abel’s flock 

 The rule for restoring deleted constituents is 

 → X  

where X may be N, A, D, V, etc., and represents the zero element, that is, a constituent that had 

been deleted in the generative phase. This rule operates during the analysis procedure whenever it 

is evident that an expected constituent is missing. In the following example, restoration of both 

substitution and elision are illustrated: 

וֹ חָתֹ֖ אֶל־מִנְׁ יִן  וְׁ אֶל־קֵַ֥ א   וְׁ ִֹ֣ ו  פָנֶָֽ ל לֹ֖ ֶּֽיִפְׁ ד  וֶַֽ אֵֹ֔ יִן   מְׁ קַ  ה  וַיִִ֤חַר  לְׁ  ׃  יו שָעֵָּ֑
     R14 J13  V12  W    D10     N9 P8    V7 W         V6         R5   J4      P3 W  N2   P1 W 

    |                    |                 |         | 

  N14                           [N16]          [N15]    N5 

But He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. (Gen. 4:5) 

R5 → N5 =  N2 = Cain  

R14 → N5 = N2 = Cain 

The following elided subjects of verbs were restored: 

N15  = God 

N16 = Anger (literally: anger was kindled for Cain) 

16.7.2 Appositives 

Adjacent nouns (or noun phrases) that qualify as appositives (14.1.2) should be linked to-

gether as a noun phrase. The underlying dependent clause is a predicate nominative copulative that 

expresses some semantic equivalence between N1 and N2. The rule is 

 N1 N2 → N3 
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Where the N’s are either both determinate or both non-determinate, and either may be single noun 

or a noun phrase.55 

      
           N2          N1
                   N3 

Isaiah the prophet (2 Kgs. 19:2) 

 

The dependent clause is the Identity Copulative: Isaiah is the prophet. Both nouns are determinate. 

 

ה זנִָֹ֤ה                           אִשָ 

                N2      N1 

        N3 

a harlot woman (Lev. 21:7) 

 

The dependent clause is the Classification Copulative: the woman is a harlot. Both nouns are non-determinate.  

16.7.3 Coordination 

 Two or more nouns (or noun phrases) joined by Waw conjunctive, that serve the same 

grammatical role and function, should be linked together as a noun phrase. The rule is: 

 N1 W N2 → N3 

Where N1 and N2 are complete and semantically compatible as coordinate noun phrases.56 

           
                  N2  W   N1 

            N3 

David and Abishai went to the people (1 Sam. 26:7) 

 

N3 = “David and Abishai” (N1 and N2) function coordinately in this construction. 

16.7.4 Genitive Relationships 

 A construct noun immediately preceding an absolute noun (or noun phrase) should be 

linked to the absolute noun that follows it to form a noun phrase. A string of constructs must be 

linked in order, beginning with the one immediately before the absolute noun. The rule is: 

 J1 N2 → N3 

 

55 When N1 is only one word, usually it will have a conjunctive accent, or occasionally a near disjunctive 

accent when N2 is a phrase (see . . .   לֶת חָה  סִֹ֣  Num. 15:4); but ordinarily a disjunctive indicates that the two words  מִנְׁ

are grammatically unrelated (see שֶב שֶא עֵַ֚    .(Gen. 1:11  דֵֶ֔

56 Coordinate phrases such as these are the result of deletion transformations discussed in Chapter 19. 
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Where J1 is the construct form of N1, and N2 is an absolute noun, or an equivalent noun phrase.57 

The underlying dependent clause expresses a relationship between N1 and N2. The content of the 

dependent clause determines the kind of genitive associated with N2. 

      
          N3        J2        J1 

               N4              | 

         N5 

the land of the sons of Israel (Josh. 11:22) 

N4 = the sons of Israel; dependent clause = Israel (N3) fathered sons (N2) [genitive of source]. 

N5 = the land of the sons of Israel; dependent clause = the sons of Israel (N4) owned the land (N1) [genitive of owner-

ship]. 

ל׃  רָאֵֶֽ י יִשְׁ נֵֵ֥ ת בְׁ ל עֲדַֹ֖ הֵַ֥ י כָל־קְׁ נֵַּ֕ ם לִפְׁ נֵיהֵֶּ֑ ן עַל־פְׁ אַהֲרֹֹ֖ ה וְׁ ל מֹשֶָ֛  וַיִפֵֹ֥

     N         J5     J4        J3      J2    J1  P 

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel. 

(Num. 14:5) 

 

ור           דֶם   טָ֗ דָה      אִֹ֤ קֶתו  פִטְׁ    בָרֵֶ֔

     N4 W     N3   (W)   N2     J1 

      N5                      | 

       N6 

a row of a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald; (Exod. 28:17) 

N5 = a sardius (and) a topaz and an emerald; three coordinate nouns of the same kind, role, and function. 

N6 = a row of a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald; dependent clause = the row (N5) contained a sardius (N2), a topaz 

(N3), and an emerald (N4) [genitive of content]. 

16.7.5 Adjectival Attributes  

 An attributive adjective immediately following a noun (or noun phrase) it modifies should 

be linked with the noun to form a noun phrase. The adjective must agree with the noun it modifies 

in number, gender, and determination, and be in contextual semantic agreement with the noun. 

The underlying dependent clause is a predicate adjective copulative clause. The rule is: 

 N1 A → N2 

           
              A         N1  

                   N2 

For the LORD is a great God (Psa. 95:3) 

 

 

57 Of the 5,389 construct-absolute pairs, 5,085 of the construct nouns have a conjunctive accent, and 282 

have a near disjunctive accent; only 22 have a remote disjunctive accent. When the construct noun (J1) has a disjunctive 

accent, N2 will be a phrase of two or more words as in the examples above. 
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N2 = a great God; dependent clause = God (N1) is great (A) in all His attributes [understood]. 

16.7.6 Demonstratives 

 An attributive demonstrative pronoun immediately following a noun (or noun phrase) 

should be linked with the preceding noun (or phrase) to form a noun phrase. The demonstrative 

pronoun should agree with the noun it follows in number, gender, and determination. The under-

lying dependent clause is a predicate demonstrative copulative clause. The rule is: 

 N1 R
d → N2 

                
     Rd     N1 

          N2 

There is no one greater in this house than I (Gen. 39:9) 

 

N2 = this house; dependent clause = this (Rd) is the house (N1). 

16.7.7 Adverbial Attributes 

 An attributive adverb that immediately follows a noun (or noun phrase) should be linked 

with the noun (or phrase) to form a noun phrase. The adverb must define the value of an adverbial 

characteristic of the noun. The underlying dependent clause is a predicate adverb copulative clause 

(14.1.4). The adverb may be an adverbial prepositional phrase. The rule is: 

N1 D → N2 

      
           D           N1 

                  N2 

In the high place in Gibeon (1 Chr. 21:29)58 
 

N2 = the high place in Gibeon; dependent clause = the high place (N1) is in Gibeon (D). 

16.7.8 Relative Pronoun Clause Modifier 

 After it has been fully analyzed, a dependent relative pronoun clause should be linked to 

its antecedent noun (or noun phrase) to form a noun phrase. The dependent clause may be of any 

type of clause. The rule is: 

 N1 S
r → N2 

  

 

58 Note that D is an adverbial prepositional phrase in this case. 
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          Ns         V    Rr    R2    J1 

               (No)            

              N2 

         Q  

                   N3 

                   S   
 

          Sr 
 

         N4 

His work that God had created (Gen. 2:3) 

 

R2 → N2 = God, the restored antecedent  

No = N3 (God’s work), the restored elided object of the verb V 

S = God had created [His work] 
Sr = which God had created [His work] 

N4 = His [God’s] work that God had created; dependent clause = God had created His work.  

16.8 Contiguity of Constituents in Noun Phrases 

 The syntactic structure of Hebrew phrases is usually contiguous; that is, the constituents of 

phrases are in ordered juxtaposition without the intrusion of alien elements. This is true of the 

elements of noun phrases. The following is the ordered contiguous sequence of the elements of a 

noun phrase, in English order: 

(M)59 + (J)5 + N + (N) + (A)3 + (D) + (Rd) + (Sr) 

Where M = a quantifier, J = a construct noun, N = a noun, A = an adjective [phrase], D = an adverb 

[phrase], Rd = a demonstrative pronoun; and Sr = a relative pronoun clause. The parentheses () 

enclose optional elements, and the subscript numbers indicate the maximum times the element is 

expected to repeat. The adjective(s) must be in concord agreement with the noun for number, gen-

der, and determination; and M and Rd must be in concord agreement with the noun for number and 

gender (14.3.2); and all elements must be consistent with the semantic context in which N occurs. 

I know of no noun phrase in the Bible where all these elements occur in the same phrase, but this 

is the expected order whenever they occur.  

  

 

59 While a quantifier may follow a noun, it does not do so after a noun phrase, but it quantifies the entire noun 

phrase it precedes. 
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רָ  י־יִשְׁ נֵֶֽ ים מִבְׁ ה וַאֲנָשִֵ֥ נִֵ֣י מֹשֵֶ֔ מו  לִפְׁ ל וַיָקֻׁ   אֵֹ֖

ם׃  שֵי־שֵֶֽ ד אַנְׁ י מוֹעֵֹ֖ רִאֵֵ֥ ה קְׁ י עֵדָָ֛ שִיאֵֵ֥ יִם נְׁ ים ומָאתֵָּ֑  חֲמִשִִ֣

      N         J         N          F         N          J           M    W     M 

           N     A             N            M 

            |                                  N 

               N 

              N 

and they rose up before Moses with some of the children of Israel,  

two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, representatives of the congregation, men of renown. 

 (Num. 16:2) 

ךָ֛  י לְׁ אמֶר מִֵ֥ ַֹּ֕ תִי וַי ר פָגֵָּ֑שְׁ כָל־הַמַחֲנֵֶ֥ה הַזֶֹ֖ה אֲשִֶ֣  

    S           Rd      D        N     M 

          Sr       N 

         N 

         N 

Then Esau said, "What do you mean by all this company which I met?" (Gen. 33:8) 

ר כָל־נֵֶ֥פֶש חַיָֹ֖ה  כָל־בָשֵָּ֑ בְׁ  

         N     M  P    A      N    M 

        N       |         N 

            D | 

       N 

  N 

every living creature of all flesh (Gen. 9:15) 

While contiguity is the usual expectation, some discontinuity is observed. 

יִם  יוֹסֵף   וַיִֵ֤שֶב רֵַ֔ מִצְׁ יו בְׁ ית אָבִֵּ֑ וא ובִֵ֣  הֹ֖
And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father's household. (Gen. 50:22) 

[The subject noun phrase is split] 

16.9 Summary of Analysis Rules for Noun Phrases 

 R  → N 

 N1 N2  → N3 

 N1 W N2  → N3 

 J1 N2  → N3 

 N1 A  → N2 

 N1 R
d  → N2 

 N1 D  → N2 

 N1 S
r → N2 

 

Slots:  (M) + (J)5 + N + (N) + (A)3 + (D) + (Rd) + (Sr) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 17 

The Syntax of Hebrew Verb Phrases 

 Ordinarily a verb is thought of as a single word, not as a phrase. While the verb often is a 

single word, it frequently requires auxiliary words to define some of its characteristics. Thus, it is 

appropriate to refer to the verb as a phrase consisting of the principle verb and any of its necessary 

auxiliary modifiers. The verb in a kernel clause is initially defined as in the perfect aspect, the 

active voice, and the indicative mood. Also, the other attributes of the verb phrase have default 

values. The structure of the verb phrase could be defined by phrase structure rules; but it seems 

better to define them by transformations, because the values sometimes have to be changed under 

the control of sequence transformations to be discussed in later chapters. This chapter describes 

the basic transformations that determine the structure of the verb phrase as required by its various 

characteristic values. 

 The syntax of the verb phrase and the specification of the morphological data for inflecting 

the verb and any of its auxiliaries are determined by a sequence of verb phrase transformations. 

The transformations must be performed in sequence in order to produce the proper structure of the 

verb phrase.1  

 

1 The voice attribute of the verb (active, middle, passive, or reflexive) determines the verb stem (qal, piel, 

pual, hiphil, etc.). The mapping of voice with stem is not uniform; the lexicon defines the stem/voice relationship for 

each verb. No transformation is required for voice. 
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17.1 Semantic Emphasis Transformation 

 This transformation defines the syntax associated with the semantic emphasis attribute (see 

§ 5.6.7). (Semantic emphasis is to be distinguished from position prominence.) The first option (1) 

is for the non-emphatic case, requiring no modification; the second option (2) is for the emphasis 

of certainty or intensity; the third (3) is for the emphasis of continuousness. The symbol Dv repre-

sents the cognate infinitive absolute of the verb V. 

 (1) V → V 

 (2)  V → Dv + V 

 (3) V → V + Dv 
 

 (Option 2) 

ה אִם־      עַתָָ֗ וֹעַ וְׁ עו   שָמִ֤ מְׁ י תִשְׁ קלִֵֹ֔ בְׁ  
           V            Dv 

      V(cert) 

Now therefore, if ye will indeed obey my voice . . .(Exod. 19:5) 
 

י־   וֹלכִֶֽ האוֹ־יִסָקֵל   סָקִ֤ ה  יָרִֹ֣ יִיָרֵֶ֔  

           V2     Dv2         V1          Dv1 

              V4(cert)  V3(cert) 

He shall surely be stoned, or surely shot with an arrow. (Exod. 19:13) 
 

(Option 3) 

ו  עִ֤ עַ   שִמְׁ ינו ו שָמוֹ  אַל־תָבִֵ֔ ווְׁ אֵ֥ וֹ  רְׁ עו׃ רָאֹ֖ אַל־תֵדֶָֽ  וְׁ

                 V4              Dv3      V3          V2     Dv1 V1  

        V3(cont)            V1(cont) 
Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 

Keep on seeing, but do not perceive. (Isa. 6:9) 

ט וַ       פִֹ֣ וֹט  יִשְׁ שָפֵ֔  

               Dv       V 

        V(cont) 

He keeps acting as a judge (Gen. 19:9) 

רֶךְוַ      בִָ֤ ם בָרוֹךְ   יְׁ כֵֶ֔ אֶתְׁ  
                       Dv        V 

Therefore, he continued to bless you (Josh. 24:10) 

א       ף לַשָוְׁ וֹף צָרִַ֣ צָרֵ֔  

            Dv       V 

      V(cont) 

He keeps smelting in vain. (Jer. 6:29) 

  



Chapter 17 Syntax of Hebrew Verb Phrases  

 

 

420 

 

ו      כִ֤ ךְ בָכוֹ  בְׁ הלֵֵֹ֔ לֶַֽ  

          Dv      V 

               V(int) 

Weep bitterly for him who goes away. (Jer. 22:10) 
 

 For further examples, see § 5.6.7 under the discussion of emphasis. 

17.2 The Aspect Transformation 

 This transformation defines the value of the aspect attribute of the verb which determines 

which basic inflectional form the verb will assume (see § 5.6.5). The first option is for the perfect 

aspect, requiring no modification because the perfect aspect is the default value; the second option 

is for the imperfect aspect; and the third is for the durative aspect which will require a further 

transformation.   

(1) V → V(perfect) 

 (2) V → V(imperfect) 

 (3) V → V(durative) 
 

No examples are provided for this very basic operation. 

17.3 The Durative Aspect Transformation 

 This transformation defines the syntax associated with the durative aspect only (see § 

5.6.5.3; 6.3.3). In this transformation the verb takes on the active participle form and acquires an 

auxiliary helping verb. The first option (1) is for the present durative, or for the non-emphatic past 

or future durative in contexts where tense is already specified. The second option (2) is for the 

emphatic past durative; and the third (3) is for the emphatic future durative.  
 

 (1) V(present durative) → Va 

 (2) V(past durative)  → Vc(perfect) + Va  

 (3) V(future durative) → Vc(imperfect) + Va 

 Va is the participle of V, being by nature an absolute, non-determinate form. Va receives 

the attribute values of number and gender assigned to V by previous rules. The verb Vc is the 

auxiliary copulative הָיָה. It receives the attribute values of number, gender, and person assigned 

to V by previous rules, and it behaves as V in all subsequent transformations.  
 

 (Option 1) 

וֹר    וֹר הלֵֹךְ  דִ֤ דִ֣ אוְׁ    בֵָ֔

one generation passes away,  

and another generation comes;  
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But the earth abides forever. (Eccl. 1:4) 

חָלִים    ים כָל־הַנְׁ כִִ֣ ם הלְֹׁ  אֶל־הַיֵָ֔

הַיָֹ֖ם אֵינִֶ֣נו מָלֵֵּ֑א    וְׁ

חָלִים     הַנְׁ וֹם שִֶ֤ קָ֗ ים  אֶל־מְׁ כִֵ֔ לְׁ  הֶֹֽ

ם  ם הֵֵ֥ ים  שָָ֛ כֶת׃ שָבִֹ֖  לָלֶָֽ

All the rivers run into the sea,  

Yet the sea is not full;  

To the place from which the rivers come,  

There they return again. (Eccl. 1:7) 

 

(Option 2) 

ה      וֹ הָיֵָ֥ה ומֹשֶָ֗ רֵ֥ אן יִתְׁ ָֹ֛ ה אֶת־צ רעֶָֹ֛  

           Va       Vc  

                 V(past-dur) 

Now Moses was sheparding the flock of Jethro (Exod. 3:1) 

עַר    הַנַָ֗ ה הָיִָ֤ה וְׁ הוֵָ֔ שָרֵת  אֶת־יְׁ מְׁ  

         Va       Vc 

                V(past-dur) 

And the child was ministering to the LORD (1 Sam. 2:11) 

ו  הַבָקָר        וֹת הָיִ֣ שֵ֔ רְׁ חֶֹֽ  

           Va        Vc 

                V(past-dur) 

The oxen were plowing (Job 1:14) 

נֵָ֛ר        אַבְׁ ול׃ הָיֵָ֥ה וְׁ ית שָאֶֽ בֵֵ֥ חַזֵֹ֖ק בְׁ  מִתְׁ

           Va       Vc 

                 V(past-dur) 

Abner was strengthening his hold on the house of Saul. (2 Sam. 3:6) 
 

 (Option 3) 

ווְׁ                 יֵ֥ ם׃ יִהְׁ ים בַגוֹיִֶֽ דִֹ֖    נֹדְׁ
           Va       Vc 

                 V(fut-dur) 

And they shall be wandering among the nations. (Hos. 9:17) 

נֵיכֶם          בְׁ ו וֶ֠ י  ה יִהְׁ ים שָנֵָ֔ בָעִִ֣ בָר  אַרְׁ ים בַמִדְׁ    רעִִֹ֤
                  Va       Vc 

                        V(fut-dur) 

And your sons shall be shepherding in the wilderness forty years,  (Num. 14:33) 

 

 For further examples, see the discussion of the durative aspect in § 5.6.5.3. 
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17.4 The Mood Transformation 

 This transformation defines the morphological variations of the imperfect aspect associated 

with the various moods in the simple tone (see § 5.6.6). 
 

 (1) V(imperfect) → V(normal imperfect) 

 (2) V(imperfect) → V(long imperfect) 

 (3) V(imperfect) →  V(short imperfect) 

 The first option (1) is for the indicative and subjunctive moods, for the positive volitive, 

and for the negative juridical volitive; This option requires no modification of inflectional form, 

so no examples are provided. The second option (2) is for the positive hortative and precative 

moods; the third (3) is for the negative non-indicative and non-subjunctive moods, and for the 

positive persuasive and optative moods.  
 

 (Option 2) 

ומָהוְׁ  הוְׁ  נָקֵ֥ ל וְׁ  נַעֲלֶֹ֖ ית־אֵֵּ֑ עֱשֶהבֵֶֽ ם אֶֶֽ ל־שִָ֣ חַ לָאֵַּ֞ בֵָ֗    מִזְׁ
Then let us arise and go up to Bethel; and I will make an altar there to God (Gen. 35:3) 

ה דַָּ֕ ה וְׁ   נֵרְׁ רֵָ֥ בְׁ כֶל׃  נִשְׁ ךֹ֖ אֶֹֽ    לְׁ
We will go down and buy you food. (Gen. 43:4) 

ה  עַתָָ֗ עֱלֶהוְׁ ה ־נָָ֛א וְׁ אֶֶֽ רֵָ֥ בְׁ י וְׁ  אֶקְׁ ובָה אֶת־אָבִֹ֖  ׃ אָשֶֽ
Now therefore, please let me go up and bury my father, and I will come back. (Gen. 50:5) 

(polite) 

רָה   ֶֽ ל הַזֵֶּ֑ה אָסֻׁ ה הַגָדֹֹ֖ אֵֶ֥ ה אֶת־הַמַרְׁ אֵֶ֔ אֶרְׁ    ־נִָ֣א וְׁ

I will now turn aside and see this great sight. (Exod. 3:3) 
(polite) 

ימָה  כָל־הַגוֹיִֹ֖ם עָלַי  אָשִִ֤ לֶךְ כְׁ  מֵֶ֔

I will set a king over me. (Deut. 17:14) 

 (Option 3) 

צֶף  י ובֵינֵֶֶּּֽ֑ך יִֵ֥ הוָֹ֖ה בֵינִִ֣  יְׁ

הו׃   יש מֵרֵעֵֶֽ ר אִֵ֥ י נִסָתֵֹ֖  כִֵ֥

May the LORD watch between you and me 

when we are absent one from another. (Gen. 31:49) 

 

ה  עַתַָּ֕ ת יֶַֽעַשוְׁ סֶד וֶאֱמֵֶּ֑ ם חִֶ֣ ה עִמָכֶֹ֖ הוֵָ֥    ־יְׁ
And now may the LORD show kindness and truth to you. (2 Sam. 2:6) 

 

עֵינֵָּ֑יו יַָ֛עַשוְׁ  וֹב בְׁ לֶךְ הַטִ֣ י הַמֶֹ֖    אֲדנִֵֹ֥
And let my lord the king do what is good in his eyes.  (1 Chr. 21:23) 
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עַןאַל־ וֹ  תִַ֣ תֵּ֑ אִוַלְׁ סִיל כְׁ ֶּ֭  כְׁ
Do not answer a fool according to his folly. (Prov. 26:4) 

(negative) 
 

אַל־ עַשוְׁ ע    תֵַ֥ ומָה רֵָּ֑ אִ֣ וֹ מְׁ    לֹ֖
And do not do him harm (Jer. 39:12) 

(negative) 
 

 For further examples, see the discussion in § 5.6.6 under mood. 

17.5 The Transformation of Formality and Politeness 

 This transformation defines the syntax for the politeness attribute (see § 5.6.6.2). Options 

(1) and (3) are for the less formal statements, requiring no modification of structure. Options (2) 

and (4) are for expressing politeness or formality. 

(1)  V(imperfect) → V(imperfect) 

(2)  V(imperfect) → V(imperfect) +   נָא   

(3)  V(imperative) → V(imperative)  

(4)  V(imperative) → V(imperative) +  נָא 

The transformation applies equally as well to the long, short, or normal imperfect respectively, 

retaining the long, short, or normal form specified by previous transformations. The long imperfect 

form occurs with נָא approximately 44 times, always in first-person direct discourse. The short 

imperfect form occurs with approximately 16 times, nearly always in third-person direct discourse. 

(Option 2) 

ה עַתָָ֗ עֱלֶה וְׁ ובָה׃  נָָ֛א־אֶֶֽ אָשֶֽ י וְׁ ה אֶת־אָבִֹ֖ רֵָ֥ בְׁ אֶקְׁ  וְׁ
Now therefore, please let me go up and bury my father, and I will come back. (Gen. 50:5) 

[long form with politeness] 

ה עַתָָ֗ לֲכָה  וְׁ א־נֵֶֽ ר  נַָּ֞ בֵָ֔ שֶת יָמִים  בַמִדְׁ לִֹ֤ רֶךְ שְׁ  דִֶ֣

ינו׃  ה אֱלֹהֵֶֽ יהוֵָ֥ ה לֶַֽ חָֹ֖ בְׁ נִזְׁ  וְׁ
and now, please, let us go three days' journey into the wilderness, 

that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.' (Exod. 3:18) 

[long form with politeness] 

רָה ֶֽ ל הַזֵֶּ֑ה  נִָ֣א־אָסֻׁ ה הַגָדֹֹ֖ אֵֶ֥ ה אֶת־הַמַרְׁ אֵֶ֔ אֶרְׁ    וְׁ

I will turn aside and see this great sight. (Exod. 3:3) 

[long form with formality] 

י  הִ  א תְׁ ינו נֵָ֥ ה בֵינוֹתֵֹ֖  אָלָָ֛

Please let there be an oath between us. (Gen. 26:28) 
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[short form with politeness] 

ה עַתָָ֗ עַר  נִָ֤א ־יֵֶֽשֶב וְׁ חַת הַנֵַ֔ ך  תִַ֣ דְׁ  עַבְׁ

Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the lad. (Gen. 44:33) 

[short form with politeness] 
 

הַנַֹ֖עַר    יו׃יֵַ֥עַל וְׁ    עִם־אֶחֶָֽ

And let the lad go up with his brothers. (Gen. 44:33) 

[short form with politeness carried over from previous context] 
 

הִי א־יְׁ הּ  נָ  בַדֵָ֔ רֶב אֶל־הַגִזָה  לְׁ  חִֹ֤

ל׃   יֶה־טֶָֽ הְׁ רֶץ יִֶֽ עַל־כָל־הָאָֹ֖  וְׁ

Please let it be dry only on the fleece,  

but on all the ground let there be dew. (Judg. 6:39) 

[short form with politeness] 

עו אַל־    נֵָּ֑א תָרִֵ֣

Please do not act so wickedly! (Judg. 19:23) 

[rare second-person short form with politeness] 

(Option 4) 

 The long imperative form occurs with נָא approximately 26 times, always in second-person 

direct discourse. The short imperfect form occurs with approximately 16 times, nearly always in 

third-person direct discourse. 

ידָה ך  נִָ֣א ־הַגִֶֽ מֵֶ֔    שְׁ

Please tell me Your name. (Gen. 32:29) 

[long imperative form with politeness] 
 

יתָ   נֵָ֥א־הַגֶדוְׁ  ה עָשִֵ֔  לִי  מִֶ֣
Please tell me what you have done. (Josh. 7:19) 

[short imperative form with politeness] 
 

כָה ר  נָא  ־לְׁ וֹם אַחֵֵּ֑ חֲךֵ֔ אֶל־מָקֹ֖    אֶקִָ֣

Please come, let me take you to another place. (Num. 23:27) 

[long imperative form with politeness] 
 

ים נָא  ־לֶךְ ים טבִֵֹּ֑ דָיֵֵ֥י עִזִֹ֖ נֵָ֛י גְׁ ם שְׁ י מִשָָ֗ ח־לִִ֣ ָקֶַֽ אן וְׁ ֵֹ֔    אֶל־הַצ

Please go to the flock and bring me from there two choice kids of the goats (Gen. 27:9) 

[short imperative form with politeness] 
 

ישָה ד  נֵָ֥א־הַגִֶֽ י הָאֵפֵֹּ֑    לִֹ֖

Please bring me the ephod. (1 Sam. 30:7) 
[long imperative form with politeness] 

 

For further examples, see § 5.6.6 under the discussion of mood. 
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17.6 The Directive Transformation  

 This transformation defines the syntax for the tone attribute (see § 5.6.6.2). The first option 

(1) is for the simple tone, requiring no modification of inflectional form. The second is for the 

directive tone; it is used for the volitive, hortative, precative, and persuasive moods only; also, it 

is used only for positive statements. The transformation applies equally as well to the long, short, 

or normal imperfect respectively, providing the corresponding long, short, or normal imperative 

form in the second option.  

 (1) V(imperfect) → V(imperfect) 

 (2) V(imperfect) → V(imperative) 
 

 (Option 2) 

ך      אֶת־אִמֵֶּ֑ יך וְׁ ד אֶת־אָבִֹ֖  כַבֵֵ֥

Honor your father and your mother. (Exod. 20:12) 
 

ע  מַֹ֖ ד׃ שְׁ ה׀ אֶחֶָֽ הוֵָ֥ ינו יְׁ ה אֱלֹהֵֹ֖ הוֵָ֥ ל יְׁ רָאֵֵּ֑  יִשְׁ

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, The LORD is one! (Deut. 6:4) 
 

ךֵ֥ לֶךְ   צְׁ ךָ֛ מֵאַרְׁ    ־לְׁ

Get out of your country. (Gen. 12:1) 
 

ו  ים הֱיֵ֥ שֶת יָמִֵּ֑ לִֹ֣ ים לִשְׁ כנִֹֹ֖  נְׁ

Be ready for the third day. (Exod. 19:15) 

 For further examples, see § 5.6.6.2 under the discussion of the directive tone. 

 In the indicative mood, verbs are negated by prepositive ֹלא. In non-indicative moods, the 

verbs are negated by prepositive ֹלא for emphatic negation, and by prepositive  for simple  אַל   

negation. The negative is regarded as a morpheme of the verb, therefore no negation transformation 

is provided here.  

17.7 The Dependent Clause Transformation with a Verb 

 The basic verb phrase is generated by the above six transformations. However, clauses 

dependent on the verb phrase may add further modifiers. The following transformation accommo-

dates this condition; it is defined as follows: 
 

  V + S(Nv, D) → V + D 
 

where S is some clause dependent on V that defines an adverbial characteristic (Nv) of V with the 

value D. 
 



Chapter 17 Syntax of Hebrew Verb Phrases  

 

 

426 

 

יִם וַ וַיִ        ו הַמַָ֛ רֵ֥ בְׁ וגְׁ בֵ֥ ד   יִרְׁ אֹֹ֖ רֶץמְׁ  עַל־הָאֵָּ֑

             D       V 

                  V 

And the waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth (Gen. 7:18) 

יִם        הַמַָ֗ ו וְׁ רָ֛ בְׁ ד גֶָֽ אֹֹ֖ ד מְׁ אֵֹ֥ רֶץמְׁ    עַל־הָאֵָּ֑

       D             V 

              V 

And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth (Gen. 7:19) 
 

ה׀       הוֵָ֥ ךְ  יְׁ לֹֹ֖ דיִמְׁ ם וָעֶֶֽ עלֵָֹ֥   ׃ לְׁ
           D               V 

                  V 

The LORD shall reign forever and ever (Exod. 15:18) 

(the adverb phrase is compound) 
 

לָמָיו         אֶת־צְׁ יו וְׁ חֹתִָ֤ בְׁ ו  אֶת־מִזְׁ רִ֣ ב שִבְׁ הֵיטֵֵ֔  

               D            V 

         V 

They thoroughly broke in pieces its altars and images (2 Kgs. 11:18) 

(the infinitive absolute ב  (functions as an adverb הֵיטֵֵ֔

17.8 Analysis Rules for Verb Phrases 

 The analysis of Hebrew verb phrases consists of operating the back transformations corre-

sponding to the analysis transformations that generated the phrase. The following are the relevant 

analysis rules: 

 

(1) Dv + V → V(emphasis of certainty) 

י       קלִֵֹ֔ עו  בְׁ מְׁ וֹעַ תִשְׁ ה אִם־שָמִ֤ עַתָָ֗    וְׁ

         V              Dv 

      V(certainty) 

Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice . . .(Exod. 19:5) 
 

(2) V + Dv → V(emphasis of continuousness) 

טוַיִ          פִֹ֣ וֹט  שְׁ    שָפֵ֔

               Dv       V 

       V(continuous) 

He keeps acting as a judge (Gen. 19:9) 
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(3) V1
c + V2

a → V (durative)2 

עַר        הַנַָ֗ שָרֵת   הָיִָ֤ה וְׁ המְׁ הוֵָ֔    אֶת־יְׁ

       Va       Vc 

             V(durative) 

And the child was ministering to the LORD (1 Sam. 2:11) 
 

(4) V + נָא → V(polite or formal) 

(5) V + D → V 

17.9 Summary 

Semantic Emphasis Transformation 

 (1) V → V 

 (2)  V → Dv + V 

 (3) V → V + Dv
 

The Aspect Transformation 

 (1) V → V(perfect) 

 (2) V → V(imperfect) 

 (3) V → V(durative) 

The Durative Aspect Transformation 

 (1) V(present durative) → Va 

 (2) V(past durative)  → Vc(perfect) + Va  

 (3) V(future durative) → Vc(imperfect) + Va 

The Mood Transformation 

 (1) V(imperfect) → V(normal imperfect) 

 (2) V(imperfect) → V(long imperfect) 

 (3) V(imperfect) →  V(short imperfect) 

The Transformation of Formality and Politeness 

(1)  V(imperfect) → V(imperfect) 

(2)  V(imperfect) → V(imperfect) +  נָא 

(3)  V(imperative) → V(imperative)  

(4)  V(imperative) → V(imperative) +  נָא 

 

2 A position transformation may front Vc and thus separate it from Va, otherwise the elements of a verb phrase 

are expected to be contiguous. 
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The Directive Transformation  

(1) V(imperfect) → V(imperfect) 

(2) V(imperfect) → V(imperative) 

The Dependent Clause Transformation with a Verb 

  V + S(Nv, D) → V + D 

Analysis Rules for Verb Phrases 

(1) Dv + V → V(emphasis of certainty) 

(2) V + Dv → V(emphasis of continuousness) 

(3) V1
c + V2

a → V (durative)3 

(4) V + נָא → V(polite or formal) 

(5) V + D → V 

 

Slots:  (Dv) + V + (Dv) + (Va)1 + (נָא)2 + (D) 

Notes:  (1) only when V = הׇיׇה 

  (2) only when no Dv and Va 

 

 

3 A position transformation may front Vc and thus separate it from Va, otherwise the elements of a verb phrase 

are expected to be contiguous. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 18 

Analyzing Hebrew Sentences 

 Up to this point, attention has been directed to how Hebrew sentences are constructed and 

how meaningful information is encoded in the structures of Hebrew sentences. That process is the 

theoretical method the Biblical authors used to compose the sentences. Knowledge of that process 

is helpful for the expositor. It lays the foundation for understanding the methodology of analyzing 

Hebrew sentences. 

Chapter 12 contains illustrations of the analysis diagrams for Hebrew kernel clauses. This 

chapter expands that analysis diagraming to include the complexities introduced when one or more 

of the clause constituents is a phrase. The reader should consult Chapter 12 for a review of the 

diagrams. Obviously, it is not necessary to make an analysis diagram of every sentence of a dis-

course, but only of those where complexity or potential obscurity may hinder the clear perception 

of the coherence of the text. This chapter explains the methodology for producing analysis dia-

grams and the associated thought processes needed for extracting the expository information the 

diagraming brings to light. What questions should the expositor ask when he makes a diagraming 

link? Where does he find the answers? How does the discovered information fit into the overall 

exposition? This chapter leads the expositor through the analysis steps. 

 The analysis procedure of a sentence assumes that the beginning and end of a sentence 

have been identified so that only its constituent phrases are under scrutiny. Usually sentences in a 

text are joined together by conjunctions, so that a sentence begins just after its immediately pre-

ceding conjunction and ends just before its immediately following conjunction. Those sentence-

linking conjunctions are constituents of discourse and not of the sentence itself (see chapter 19). 

Of course, compound phrases may have imbedded coordinating conjunctions (§ 14.6), and a com-

plex constituent may have imbedded dependent clauses (§ 14.3.3, 4, 5), but these complications 

should have already been resolved and incorporated into the analysis of phrases. Unfortunately, 

some discourse conjunctions may have been elided (§ 19.1.6), leaving a sentence boundary un-

marked; but usually remote disjunctive accents mark such boundaries (§ 22.7.2; § 22.8.2). For 

example, the following verse has five sentences, each linked to what precedes it by a coordinating 
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conjunction, except the second. The division between the first and second sentence is unmarked 

except for the remote disjunctive accent Zaqeph ( ִֵ֔ ) on יִן  the last word of the first sentence. It הַיֵַ֔

is the highest ranking remote disjunctive accent between the coordinating conjunctions before and 

after. The last word of a sentence is nearly always marked by the highest ranking disjunctive accent 

in its domain. 

יִן וַיאֹמֶר    ה הַיֵַ֔ תִֵ֣ מִשְׁ וֹם הַשֵנִי  בְׁ ר גִַ֣ם בַיִ֤ תֵ֜ אֶסְׁ לֶךְ לְׁ  הַמֶ 

ה  כָֹ֖ ר הַמַלְׁ תֵֵ֥ ךְ אֶסְׁ אֵלָתֵָ֛  מַה־שְׁ

ךְ  ן לֵָּ֑ תִנִָ֣תֵֶֽ  וְׁ

ות  כֹ֖ י הַמַלְׁ ךְ עַד־חֲצִֵ֥  ומַה־בַקָשָתֵָ֛

ש׃  תֵעֶָֽ  וְׁ

And on the second day, at the banquet of wine, the king again said to Esther, 

“What is your petition, Queen Esther? 

It shall be granted you. 

And what is your request, up to half the kingdom? 

It shall be done!” (Est. 7:2) 

In addition, some sentence boundaries extend beyond the end of a verse. When a sentence is 

properly isolated, the expositor is left with a collection of independent phrases that constitute a 

subject and predicate—the flesh and bones of an expressed thought. 

 As in the analysis of phrases and clauses, the present analysis procedure consists of undo-

ing the transformations performed in the composition of the text. The procedure consists of four 

steps in hierarchic order: 

 I. The Restoration of Deletion and Substitution 

 II. The analysis of all phrases 

 III. Determine syntactic roles 

 IV. The analysis of sentences 

In the analysis process, Hierarchy I takes priority over the others; and Hierarchy II takes priority 

over III, etc.  

18.1 The Restoration of Deletion and Substitution 

The first phase of the analysis process restores or puts back all elided elements and replaces 

all personal pronouns and other substitutes with their antecedents. The sacred author originally 

minimized redundancy in the discourse; this step restores redundancy for the sake of exposition. 

The restoration process involves three operations: (1) restore elided elements, (2) restore the ante-

cedents of pronouns, and (3) restore the antecedents of other substitutes. 
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18.1.1 Restore Elided Elements 

 This step restores all elided elements. An element of a clause is often omitted if it is redun-

dant and would be self-evident if omitted. Thus in Hebrew, if two or more succeeding clauses have 

the same subject, the redundant subject is omitted in the second and succeeding clauses. At times, 

a self-evident object of a verb may be omitted. When the verb of a clause is the copulative, and in 

the aspect, tense, and mood of the current segment of the discourse, it is usually omitted. When an 

adjective stands in a noun slot, it is usually there because the noun it modifies is redundant and 

self-evident, and thus has been omitted. It is helpful for the expositor to force himself to restore all 

such elided elements in order to assure himself that he correctly perceives the coherence of the 

text. The expositor should ask himself the following questions: What has been left out here as self-

evident? Do I clearly understand what it is? If not, where do I find it? Such elided information may 

be found in the preceding context, or in the knowledge common to the author and his readers. The 

rule for this restoration step is: 
 

 (1)  → (X) 
 

where  is the elided element, and X = {N, A, D, V, or Q}. The parentheses mark the element as 

restored. When restoring verbs and predicates, it is safe to regard their tense and mood to be that 

passed down and inherited from the preceding context. The redundancy that justified the elision 

of the verb or predicate would have included tense and mood, otherwise a newly inflected verb 

would be required to mark the transition. 

18.1.2 Restore Antecedents of Pronouns 

 When a noun or noun phrase is redundant, but some measure of ambiguity would result if 

the noun were omitted, then pronoun substitution usually takes place. The redundant noun is omit-

ted and a personal pronoun stands in its place.1 In the analysis of sentences, the antecedents of 

personal pronouns should be restored in order to avoid potential ambiguity or misunderstanding. 

The rule for this operation is: 
 

(2) R → N 
 

where R represents a personal pronoun or a predicate demonstrative pronoun (§ 10.3.1) and N is 

its antecedent recovered from the preceding context or from the common knowledge shared by the 

author and his audience; it may be a single word or a phrase of any complexity. The restored noun 

 

1 The pronoun exhibits grammatical concord with the noun it replaces for number, gender, person, and case. 
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phrase should be marked with the number, gender, person, and case of the pronoun for which it 

was restored. 

18.1.3 Restore Antecedents of Other Substitutes 

 At times, other kinds of substitutions are made. The circumstances are the same—some 

element is redundant, but in this case, deletion or pronoun substitution would still result in some 

degree of ambiguity. So a more specific substitute replaces the redundant element—one more spe-

cific than a pronoun, and less redundant than its antecedent. In the analysis of sentences, these 

substitutes should be replaced with their antecedents. The rule for this operation is: 
 

 (3) Xs → X 
 

where Xs and X are the same part of speech, Xs is the substitute, and X is its antecedent, and X = 

{N, A, D, V, Q, or S}. 

18.2 Analyze Phrases 

 The second phase of the analysis procedure is the analysis of phrases. All phrases should 

be fully analyzed and reduced to a single symbol. The procedure for this analysis is described in § 

14.7, § 15.9, § 14.3, and § 17.8. The reader is referred to these chapters for a review of the proce-

dure. Tree diagrams are used to display the syntactic structure of the phrases—and clauses. In this 

chapter, complete tree diagrams are used for each example, and an exhaustive description of each 

analysis is given. The use of tree diagrams and detailed descriptions may seem tedious and redun-

dant at times, especially in the simpler structures where the analysis seems self-evident. But such 

monotony and repetition is tolerated here for pedagogical purposes. The more analytical experi-

ence an expositor gains, the less need there is for diagrams; but diagrams are helpful for the more 

complex sentences. Every node of a tree diagram is the place for an expositor to find information 

which may otherwise be overlooked. 

 The analysis should always begin with the most deeply imbedded elements of a phrase. 

For most phrases this means working with the modifier closest to the head element. Exceptions 

are prefixed quantifiers2 and strings of construct nouns.3 Constituents should not be joined gram-

matically or syntactically unless their analysis is complete and they agree grammatically and se-

mantically with the near and remote context. 

 

2 Quantifiers should not be joined to the quantified phrase until the analysis of the phrase has been completed. 

3 Construct nouns may only unite with an adjoining absolute noun phrase. 
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18.3 Determine Syntactic Roles 

 The third phase of the analysis procedure is to determine the syntactic role of the constitu-

ent phrases of the sentence being analyzed. This means identifying the subject, the complements 

of the verb, and any adjuncts.  

18.3.1 The Subject 

 If one of the constituent phrases has been restored as the antecedent of a nominative pro-

noun (§ 10.2.1), it is already marked as the subject; otherwise, the consensus of several linguistic 

features points to the noun phrase functioning as the subject: (1) grammatical agreement with the 

verb, (2) prominence, (3) precedence, (4) determination, and (5) semantic agreement. 

 (1) With only limited exceptions, ordinarily the subject of a sentence has grammatical 

agreement with the verb for number, gender, and person. In the case of a potential exception or a 

restored verb,4 these data may be uncertain. Likewise, where two candidate phrases both satisfy 

this expectation ambiguity exists. 

 (2) In the kernel form of a sentence the default order is subject-verb-object.5 So unless the 

verb or some other constituent has been granted first position prominence, the subject is expected 

to have first position prominence. 

 (3) Ordinarily the subject of a sentence is expected to be old information and the predicate 

new. That is, the subject has precedence, having been mentioned in prior context. Exception occurs 

where focus shifts to a new participant or from one participant to another. 

 (4) In harmony with (3) above, the subject is ordinarily expected to be determinate. In the 

case of a copulative sentence where two candidates for the role of subject are determinate, the 

sentence expresses identity (§ 12.1.3), and the distinction between subject and predicate comple-

ment is exegetically irrelevant. 

 (5) Finally, apart from figurative language, the subject has semantic agreement with the 

verb; that is, the verb names something the subject can do or be in the reality of the text. 

18.3.2 The Verbal Complements 

 If one of the constituent phrases has been restored as the antecedent of an accusative pro-

noun (§ 10.2.2), or it is governed by the sign of the accusative אֶת, it is already marked as a com-

plement of the verb. Otherwise, the phrase is a complement of the verb if it is not the subject and 

 

4 I regard all alleged verbless clauses to be the result of elision; consequently, all elided verbs get restored in 

step I above. 

5 See Chapter 12, footnote 1. 
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it meets three conditions: (1) the phrase is in agreement with the grammatical governance of the 

verb, (2) the phrase is in agreement with the semantic governance of the verb, and (3) the phrase 

satisfies the expectation of the context. 

(1) A phrase is in agreement with the grammatical governance of the verb: (a) if it is a noun 

phrase and the verb governs its complement in the accusative case, or (b) if it is a prepositional 

phrase and the verb governs its complement in the genitive case by means of the associated prep-

osition. 

(2) A phrase is in agreement with the semantic governance of the verb if the entity the 

phrase names is capable of receiving the action, state, or relationship named by the verb and is 

consistent with the reality of the context. 

(3) When the flow of thought is well-formed, the reader or listener anticipates what is com-

ing next in a sentence—there is a logical expectation to be satisfied. Verbal complements normally 

satisfy such expectations. While the potential predicate thus formed is expected to provide new 

information, it is not expected to produce a contradiction or a statement that is not meaningful with 

respect to the context. 

18.3.3 The Adjuncts 

 If one of the constituent phrases is neither subject nor complement of the verb it is regarded 

as an adjunct (§ 12.2.3). Adjuncts are phrases that are added to a clause containing supplemental 

information relating to time, place, manner, etc. But the sentence is grammatically, syntactically, 

and semantically complete without the adjunct. If an adjunct were to be omitted, the meaning of 

the sentence would not be altered. 

18.4 Analysis of Sentences 

 The fourth phase of the analysis procedure is the analysis of sentences. Each sentence 

should be fully analyzed and reduced to a single symbol (S). The analysis diagraming of clauses 

is illustrated in Chapters 12 and 13. The reader is referred to those chapters for a review of analysis 

diagrams.  

At the clause level, in addition to the basic kernel information a clause conveys, the fol-

lowing additional information may be extracted: (1) the degree and kind of negation, if any; (2) 

whether the clause is expressed in the active, passive, reflexive, or middle voice; (3) whether or 

not the clause conveys an element of causation; (4) whether or not a constituent of the clause has 

been granted position prominence; and (5) whether the clause is a declaration, exclamation, or 

interrogation. All the above information is encoded in the syntax of a clause and contributes to the 
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overall meaning of the clause and to its contributory role in the overall discourse of which it is a 

part.6 

The expositor should note the information derived from the syntax of a clause and make 

note of how it contributes to the overall exposition of the text. The following examples illustrate 

the expository analysis of sentences, following through the three analysis steps—(1) restore dele-

tions and antecedents, (2) analyze phrases, and (3) analyze clauses—with corresponding explana-

tion. 

18.4.1 Copulative Sentences 

 The following examples illustrate the analysis of the various types of copulative sentences. 

18.4.1.1 Classification Copulative Sentence (§ 12.1.2) 

יִל         וֹר חֵַ֔ י הָיָה  גִבִ֣ עָדִָ֗ ח הַגִלְׁ תִָ֣ יִפְׁ  וְׁ
Steps 1 & 2:          N5       J4     Vc         N2         N1  

Step 3:                No
7           |      Ns

6 

                      Qc       | 

Step 4:         Sc 

And Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valor. (Judg. 11:1) 

 

Step 1: this sentence had no deletions or substitutions. 

Step 2: 

(a) N2 (a Gentilic: Gileadite) modifies N1 (a proper name: Jephthah), forming a classifica-

tion phrase Ns
6 (Jephthah the Gileadite). The underlying dependent clause on N1 is: 

“Jephthah was a Gileadite.” 

(b) N5 (valor) modifies J4 (a construct noun: mighty man), forming a genitive phrase N7 

expressing kind of character. The underlying dependent clause on J4 is: “The 

mighty man was valiant.” 

Step 3:  

(a) N6 is the subject because it is in first position, determinate, and in grammatical agree-

ment with the verb, whereas 

(b) N7 is in last position and a non-determinate classification phrase. 

(c) N7 is the predicate complement of the copulative verb Vc, forming the classification 

copulative predicate Qc. 

 

 

6 In order to save the reader some time, this paragraph is repeated from a portion of § 13.6. 
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Step 4: 

(a) Ns
6 is the subject of the copulative classification predicate Qc, forming a normal copu-

lative classification sentence Sc with no syntactic modifications.  

(b) The sentence is the first of three in the verse, being set off by remote disjunctive Zaqeph. 

The subject phrase Ns
6 is set off by remote disjunctive Rebia, and the verb phrase 

Vc by near disjunctive Pashta.  

18.4.1.2 Classification Becoming Copulative Sentence (§ 12.1.2) 
 

וֹי                גֵ֥ יֶָ֛ה  לְׁ הְׁ וֹ  יִֶֽ ם  הָיֹּ֧ רָהֵָ֔ בְׁ ום    אַ  עָצֵּ֑ וֹל  וְׁ גָדֹ֖  

Steps1 & 2:   A2 W    A1     N2 P       Vc      Vd         Ns
1 

           A3            |  V 

Step 3:     No
3 

      Q 

Step 4:          S  
 

Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation (Gen. 18:18) 
 

Step 1: this sentence had no deletions or substitutions other than the understood adjectival charac-

teristics discussed below. 

Step 2: 

(a) The infinitive absolute of the copulative verb Vd modifies the copulative verb Vc, form-

ing the verb phrase V, expressing certainty.  

(b) Adjective A1 (great) and A2 (mighty) are joined by Waw conjunctive to form the com-

pound adjective phrase A3 (great and mighty). The adjectives are equal in gram-

matical function and role: each defines the future value of a different but understood 

characteristic of noun N2 (nation): great of population and mighty of international 

power. 

(c) Compound adjective phrase A3 modifies noun N2 (a nation), forming the attributive 

noun phrase N3 (a great and mighty nation). 

Step 3:  

(a) Noun N1 (Abraham) is the subject because it is in first position, determinate, and in 

grammatical agreement with the verb, whereas 

(b) Noun phrase N3 is in last place, non-determinate, and governed by a preposition. 

(c) Noun phrase N3 is the predicate complement of verb phrase V as governed by preposi-

tion P (ל) indicating the sense of “becoming” rather than simply “being.” Together 

these three form the predicate Q. 
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Step 4: 

(a) The clause is in kernel form. Noun Ns
1 (Abraham) is the subject of predicate Q forming 

the becoming copulative attributive sentence S. The sentence is the result of the 

deletion transformation operating on two coordinate attributive sentences about 

Abraham: “Abraham shall surely become a great nation of population; and Abra-

ham shall surely become a mighty nation of international power.”  

(b) The sentence is the first of two in the verse, being set off by remote disjunctive Athnach. 

The subject phrase Ns
1 is set off from the predicate by remote disjunctive Zaqeph, 

and the verb phrase V by near disjunctive Tebir.  

18.4.1.3 Attributive Copulative Sentence (§ 12.1.4) 

ם               ב  מֵהֵֶ֔ הודָה   רִַ֣ י־יְׁ נֵֶֽ לֶק  בְׁ ה  חִֵ֤ י־הָיַָּ֞    כִֶֽ
    R P      A1        N3       J2       J1         Vc  

Step 1 & 2:              (N5)|        |                 N4           | 

         A2            Ns
6  

Step 3: 
 

                  Q 

Step 4:         S 
 

The portion of the descendants of Judah was too much for them (Josh. 19:9) 
 

Step 1: Pronoun R is replaced by its antecedent N5 which is the same as N4 (the sons of Judah). 

Step 2: 

(a) Proper noun N3 (Judah) modifies construct noun J2 (sons = descendants) forming a 

genitive noun phrase of ancestry N4 (the descendants of Judah). The underlying 

clause dependent on J2 is: Judah had descendants. 

(b) Noun phrase N4 modifies construct noun J1 (portion) forming a genitive noun phrase of 

inheritance Ns
6 (the portion of the descendants of Judah) which is also recognized 

as the subject of the sentence. 

(c) Noun phrase N5 (descendants of Judah) modifies quantitative adjective A1 (much) by 

means of preposition P (מִן) to form the comparative adjective phrase A2 (more than 

the descendants of Judah—paraphrased in English as “too much for . . .”). 
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Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase N6 is the subject because it is in grammatical agreement with the verb, 

follows the verb which has been granted first position prominence, is determinate, 

and the only candidate. 

(b) Adjective phrase A2 is the predicate complement of the copulative verb Vc, forming the 

predicate Q of the sentence; the verb has been granted first position prominence, 

thus splitting the constituents of the predicate. 

Step 4:  

(a) The subject noun phrase Ns
6 and the predicate Q form the copulative attribute sentence 

S with its verb granted position prominence.  

(b) The sentence is the second of three of the verse, following Athnach and being set off 

by Zaqeph. The verb phrase Vc is set off by near disjunctive Garshaim, and the 

subject phrase Ns
6 by near disjunctive Pashta. 

18.4.1.4 Predicate Adverb Copulative Sentence (§ 12.1.5) 

ים׃               דָשִֶֽ ה  חֳּ עֵָ֥ ים  שִבְׁ תִֹ֖ לִשְׁ ה  פְׁ דֵֵ֥ הוָָ֛ה  בִשְׁ י  אֲרוֹן־יְׁ הִֹּ֧  וַיְׁ
Steps 1 & 2:     N5              M               N4            J3   P        N2      J1          Vc  

                D1      N7     |       Ns
6   

Step 3:                 D2  

 
 

           Q 

Step 4:        S1 

      S2 

 

And the ark of the LORD was in the country of the Philistines seven months. (1 Sam. 6:1) 

 

Step 1: this sentence had no deletions or substitutions. 

Step 2: 

(a) Proper noun N2 (the Lord) modifies construct noun J1 (ark), forming a genitive noun 

phrase of ownership N6 (the ark of the Lord), which is recognized as the subject of 

the sentence. The underlying clause dependent on J1 is: The ark belongs to the Lord. 

(b) Noun N4 (Philistines) modifies construct noun J3 (field = country), forming a genitive 

noun phrase of territorial inhabitance N7 (country of the Philistines). The underly-

ing clause dependent on J3 is: The Philistines inhabited the country. 

(c) Quantifier M (seven) modifies noun N5 (months), forming an accusative noun phrase 

functioning as an adverb phrase D1 (seven months) specifying the temporal dura-

tion of sentence S1. 
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(d) Preposition P ( ְׁב) governs noun phrase N7 forming an adverb phrase of geographic lo-

cation D2 (in the country of the Philistines). 

Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase N6 is the subject because it is in grammatical agreement with the verb, 

follows the verb which has been granted first position prominence, is determinate, 

and the only candidate. 

(b) Prepositional phrase D2 is the predicate complement of the copulative verb Vc, forming 

the predicate Q the constituents of which are split because the verb has been granted 

first place prominence due to the Waw consecutive idiom. 

(c) Adverb phrase D1 stands alone and must be an adjunct. 

Step 4: 

(a) Subject noun phrase Ns
6 and the predicate Q form the predicate adverb copulative sen-

tence S1, specifying the location of the ark of the Lord; the verb has been granted 

first place prominence because of the Waw consecutive idiom. 

(b) Temporal adverb phrase D1 is an adjunct modifying sentence S1, forming sentence S2 

specifying the duration of the time the ark was located in the country of the Philis-

tines. 

(c) The sentence occupies the entire verse, but for some reason its accents are only those 

of a Silluq segment, the verb and subject phrase being set off by near disjunctive 

Tebir, and the predicate complement D2 by near disjunctive Tiphcha. 

18.4.1.5 Similarity Copulative Sentence (§ 12.1.7) 

הָיָה                  ֶ֠ ֶֽ ם וְׁ וֹל  הַיֵָ֔ חִ֣ רָאֵל   כְׁ י־יִשְׁ נֵֶֽ ר  בְׁ פִַ֤ מִסְׁ  

                N5        J4  P N3      J2           J1        Vc 

         No
7         N6            | 

       Ns
8  

 
 

      Q 

             S 

Yet the number of the descendants of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea. (Hos. 2:1) 

Step 1: this sentence had no deletions or substitutions. 

Step 2: 

(a) Noun N3 (Israel) modifies construct noun J2 (sons = descendants) forming the genitive 

noun phrase of ancestry N6 (the descendants of Israel). The underlying clause de-

pendent on J2 is: Israel had descendants. 
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(b) Noun N5 (the sea) modifies construct noun J4 (sand) forming the genitive noun phrase 

of location N7 (sand of the sea). The underlying clause dependent on J4 is: A count-

less number of grains of sand lie on the shore of the sea. The words in italics are 

understood from context and common knowledge.7 

(c) Noun phrase N6 (the descendants of Israel) modifies construct noun J1 (number) form-

ing the genitive noun phrase of quantity N8 (the number of the descendants of Is-

rael). The underlying clause dependent on J1 is: The descendants of Israel constitute 

a quantifiable entity that can be represented by a number. 

Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
8 is the subject because it is in grammatical agreement with the verb, 

follows the verb which has been granted first position prominence, is determinate, 

and the only candidate.  

(b) Noun phrase N7 is the predicate complement of copulative verb Vc by means of com-

parative preposition P ( ְׁכ), forming copulative comparative predicate Q the constit-

uents of which are split because the verb has been granted first place prominence 

because of the Waw consecutive idiom.  

Step 4:  

(a) Subject noun phrase Ns
8 and the predicate Q form the comparative copulative sentence 

S, specifying the innumerable quantity of Israel’s future descendants.  

 (b) The sentence is only the first part of the verse, being set off by remote disjunctive 

Zaqeph. The verb phrase Vc is set off by remote disjunctive Great Telisha, and the 

subject phrase Ns
8 by near disjunctive Pashta.  

18.4.2 Verbal Sentences 

 The following examples are taken from the seventh chapter of Esther, illustrating the anal-

ysis of the various types of sentences found there. 
 

(1) Est. 7:1—This sentence has a compound subject, a transitive verb with an elided predicate 

complement; the sentence has an adjunct infinitive adverbial clause of purpose (§ 19.4.3). 

  

 

7 Note that in the actual text not included here, N7 also is modified by a compound relative clause that is 

omitted here for the sake of simplicity. 



Chapter 18 Analyzing Hebrew Sentences 441 

 

  

ה׃    כֶָֽ ר הַמַלְׁ תֵֵ֥ וֹת  עִם־אֶסְׁ תֹ֖ ן  לִשְׁ הָמֵָ֔ לֶךְ   וְׁ א הַמֶ  ִֹ֤  וַיָב
       N4      N3 P2      Vi

2    P1    N2  W       N1    V1  W 

 

           N7        (No
6)   Ns

5        

 

             D1          Q1  

  

        (Ns
8)      Qi

2           S1 

 

             Si
2  =   N9 

 

              D2 

 

                   S3 

So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther. (Est. 7:1) 

 

Step 1:  

(a) This sentence has no pronouns, but the main verb V1 (he went) is transitive, requiring 

a complement expressing destiny, which was elided because of redundancy. The 

elided complement was restored by No
6 (to Queen Esther’s house).  

 (b) The infinitive construct verbal Vi
2 (to dine) has an elided subject Ns

8 which subse-

quently must be restored for the analysis. It is identical with Ns
5 (the king and 

Haman).  

Step 2: 

(a) Noun N1 (the king) and noun N2 (Haman) are joined by coordinating conjunction W, 

forming compound noun phrase N5 (the king and Haman).  

 (b) Noun N4 (the queen) modifies noun N3 (Esther), forming the identity noun phrase N6 

(Queen Esther). The underlying clause dependent on N3 is: Esther was the queen of 

Persia.  

 (c) Preposition P2 (with) governs noun phrase N7 forming adverbial phrase of accompani-

ment D1 (with Queen Esther).  

 (d) Adverbial phrase D1 is the predicate adverb complement of the infinitive construct Vi
2 

forming infinitive predicate Qi
2 (to dine with Queen Esther).8  

 

 

 8 D1 modifies the infinitive construct Vi
2 because it specifies with whom the dining would take place. It 

doesn’t modify S1 because the king and Haman didn’t go with Esther—she was already at her apartment preparing the 

banquet. They went to her apartment to dine with her. 
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Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
5 is the subject because it follows the verb which has been granted first 

position prominence, is determinate, and the only candidate.9 

(b) Restored noun phrase No
6 is the predicate complement of verb V1, forming predicate 

Q1 (they went to Esther’s house). The principle verb V1 was granted first position 

prominence because of the Waw consecutive idiom, thus splitting the predicate. 

Step 4: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
5 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming sentence S1 (The king and 

Haman went to Esther’s house). 

(b) Restored noun phrase Ns
8 (the king and Haman) is the subject of the infinitive predicate 

Qi
2 (dine with Queen Esther) forming clause Si

2 which is dependent on the main 

clause S1. This infinitive clause functions as a substantive (noun phrase N9) and is 

governed by preposition P1 (in order to) forming an adverb phrase of purpose D2. 

(c) Adverb phrase D2 is an adjunct modifying sentence S1, declaring the purpose of the 

visit to the queen, forming the complete sentence S3.
10 

(d) The sentence occupies the entire verse, but for some reason its accents are only those 

of a Silluq segment, the independent clause S1 being set off from its adjunct D2 by 

remote disjunctive Zaqeph. The verb Vi
2  of the dependent clause Si

2 is set off from 

its predicate complement D1 by near disjunctive Tiphcha. 

 

(2) Est. 7:2a—This sentence illustrates the introduction of direct speech without the usual speech 

introducing conjunction (§ 9.4). The analysis is incomplete in that what is said—one predicate 

complement of the verb—actually is contained in the following four sentences. The sentence has 

three independent adverbial modifiers. The end of the sentence is not marked except with a remote 

disjunctive accent (Zaqeph). 

  

 

9 Note that the singular verb has a compound subject. This happens at times when the verb is in first place 

and one member of the compound subject is of higher cultural rank than the others. 

10 The compound noun phrase Ns
5 is the result of the deletion transformation operating on the two redundant 

coordinate sentences: The king went to dine with Queen Esther and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther. 
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יִן            ה הַיֵַ֔ תִֵ֣ מִשְׁ וֹם הַשֵנִי  בְׁ ר גִַ֣ם  בַיִ֤ תֵ֜ אֶסְׁ לֶךְ לְׁ  וַיאֹמֶר  הַמֶ 
    N5  J4  P3   A      N3  P2     D1 No

2    P1   Ns
1       V   W 

 

          N7        N6       Q 

 
           D3         D2      S1 

 
             S2 

 

               S3 

 

            S4 

 

And the king said again unto Esther on the second day at the banquet of wine: (Est. 7:2a) 

 

Step 1: There are no pronouns and no deleted constituents to be restored. 

Step 2: 

(a) Nouns N1 (the king) and N2 (Esther) and adverb D1 have no modifiers and stand alone 

as independent constituents.  

(b) The verb V has been granted first position prominence because of the Waw consecutive 

idiom, thus splitting the predicate.  

 (c) Ordinal quantifier adjective A (second) modifies noun N3 (the day), forming noun 

phrase N6 (the second day). The underlying clause dependent on N3 is: the day was 

the second of the sequence of days under discussion.  

 (d) Noun N5 (wine) modifies construct noun J4 (banquet), forming genitive noun phrase 

N7 of menu. The underlying clause dependent on J4 is: Wine was served at the 

banquet.  

 (e) Noun phrase N6 is governed by preposition P2, forming temporal adverbial phrase D2, 

specifying the time the words were spoken.  

 (f) Noun phrase N7 is governed by preposition P3, forming spatial adverbial phrase D3, 

specifying the place where the words were spoken.  

Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
1 is the subject because it has grammatical agreement with the verb, it 

follows the verb which has been granted first position prominence, is determinate, 

and the only candidate. 

(b) Noun N2 (Esther) is the genitive object of verb V (he said) by means of preposition P 

(to), declaring the recipient of the speech and forming the predicate Q (said to Es-

ther). 
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Step 4: 

(a) Subject noun phrase Ns
1 and predicate Q form sentence S1. 

(b) Adverb D1 (also) is an adjunct modifying sentence S1, specifying that the event of S1 

had happened previously, forming sentence S2. 

(c) Adverb phrase D2 is an adjunct modifying sentence S2, specifying when the event of S2 

happened, forming sentence S3. 

(d) Adverb phrase D3 is an adjunct modifying sentence S3, specifying where the event of 

S3 happened, forming sentence S4, the complete sentence. 

(e) These three adjuncts may be understood as the remnants of dependent clauses as dis-

cussed in § 19.4.3. 

(f) This is the first of five sentences in the verse, being set off by remote disjunctive Zaqeph. 

The core clause S1 is set off from its adjuncts by near disjunctive Geresh. The second 

augment D2 is separated from the third D3 by the near disjunctive Pashta. The accents 

of this sentence do not reflect the connectedness of the adjuncts to the sentence they 

modify. 
 

(3) Est. 7:2b—This example illustrates the analysis of interrogative sentences questioning the 

identity of an unknown constituent (§ 13.5.2.2), in this case the subject.11 The question is followed 

by the declaration of a promise regarding the answer to the question. The sentences are part of 

direct speech introduced by 7:1 above. The beginning of the question is not marked by an expected 

speech introducing conjunction (§ 9.4), but only by a preceding remote disjunctive accent (Zaq-

eph). 

Step 1: 

(a) The interrogative pronoun Ri is replaced by its antecedent noun N6 (an as yet unknown 

entity). 

(b) Pronoun R2 (you) is replaced by its antecedent N2 which will later be identified as the 

same as noun phrase N7 (Queen Esther). 

(c) Pronoun R5 is replaced by its antecedent N5 which will later be identified as the same 

as noun phrase N7 (Queen Esther). 

(d) The elided copulative verb of the sentence Vc
1 is restored. 

 

 11 (1) Interrogative pronouns: hm; “what?” and ymi “who?”; they should be represented by the symbol Ri; 

these stand in place of unknown nouns in questions, and they follow the analysis rule for pronouns: R i → N. 
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(e) The elided subject of the second sentence Ns
9 is restored; it will later be recognized as 

the same as the answer to the preceding question for Ns
6. 

ה              כָֹ֖ ר הַמַלְׁ תֵֵ֥ ךְ  אֶסְׁ אֵלָתֵָ֛ ךְ      מַה־שְׁ ן  לֵָּ֑ תִנִָ֣תֵֶֽ וְׁ  
          R5  P      V2 W          N4      N3 R2 J1       Ri 

         (N5)                 (N2)      (Ns
6) 

              N7 

            Q2     (Ns
9) 

               N8 

          S2  

                No
10  (Vc

1) 

 

                 Q1 
 

                       S1 

 

"What is your petition, Queen Esther? And it shall be granted you. (Est. 7:2b) 

Step 2: 

(a) Noun N4 (Queen) modifies noun N3 (Esther), forming identity noun phrase N7 (Queen 

Esther). 

(b) Noun phrase N7 (Queen Esther) modifies N2, forming identity noun phrase N8 (Queen 

Esther).12 The underlying clause dependent on N2 is: Esther is queen of Persia. 

(c) Noun phrase N8 (Queen Esther) modifies construct noun J1 (petition), forming genitive 

noun phrase No
10 (the petition of you, Queen Esther), identifying the source of the pe-

tition; this phrase is also recognized as the predicate complement of restored copulative 

verb Vc
1. 

Step 3: 

(a) Restored noun phrase N6 is the subject by definition. 

(b) noun phrase No
10 (the petition of you Queen Esther) is the predicate complement of 

restored copulative verb Vc
1. 

(c) Noun phrase No
10 and verb Vc

1 form predicate Q1. 

(d) Noun N5 (Queen Esther) is the genitive complement of passive verb V2 (will be given) 

by means of preposition P (to), forming predicate Q2.The passive voice indicates that 

Esther’s request Ns
6 has been granted participant prominence. 

 

 

12 This is an example of the antecedent of a pronoun following it immediately, providing the second person 

characteristic to the noun phrase. 
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Step 4: 

(a) Noun Ns
6 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming interrogative sentence S1. 

(b) Noun Ns
9 is the subject of predicate Q2, forming passive sentence S2—It (your petition) 

will be granted to you (Queen Esther). The granter of the petition was elided in this 

sentence and not restored in the analysis; but context implies that it would be the 

king. 

(c) These are the second and third clauses of a five-clause verse. The first S1 is set off by 

near disjunctive Tiphcha, and the second S2 by remote disjunctive Athnach. The 

near disjunctive Tebir sets off the vocative noun phrase N7. 

(4) Est. 7:2c—This example is much like (3) above. These are the fourth and fifth clauses of a 

five-clause verse. The first S1 is set off by near disjunctive Tiphcha, and the second S2 ends the 

verse and is marked with Silluq.  

ש׃           תֵעֶָֽ ות     וְׁ כֹ֖ י הַמַלְׁ ךְ עַד־חֲצִֵ֥    ומַה־בַקָשָתֵָ֛
      V2    W   N4       M   P    R3          J2  Ri

1 W 

                (N3)  (Ns
1) 

      Q2   (Ns
7)        N5  

                    N6 

            S2       D 

  

               No
8  (Vc)  

 

                Q1 

 

                  S1 

And what is your request, up to half the kingdom? It shall be done! (Est. 7:2c) 

Step 1: 

(a) The interrogative pronoun Ri is replaced by its antecedent noun Ns
1 (an as yet unknown 

entity). 

(b) Pronoun R3 is replaced by its antecedent N3 (Queen Esther) determined by context. 

(c) The first sentence is recognized as copulative interrogative with an elided verb which 

is restored as Vc. 

(d) The second sentence has an elided subject which is restored as Ns
7, which later is rec-

ognized to be the same as No
8. 
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Step 2: 

(a) Noun phrase N3 (Queen Esther) modifies construct noun J2 (request), forming the gen-

itive noun phrase N6 (the request of you Queen Esther), expressing the source of the 

request.  

(b) Quantifier M (half) modifies Noun N4 (the kingdom), forming noun phrase of quantity 

N5 (half of the kingdom). The underlying clause dependent on N4 is: the kingdom was 

divided into halves. 

(c) Preposition P (up to) governs noun phrase N5, forming adverb phrase D (up to half of 

the kingdom). 

(d) Adverb phrase D is an adjunct modifying noun phrase N6 (the request of you Queen 

Esther), limiting the range of the request, resulting in noun phrase N8. 

(e) Passive verb V2 is intransitive and thus functions alone as predicate Q2. The passive 

voice indicates that Esther’s request Ns
7 has been granted participant prominence. 

(f) Noun phrase No
8 is the complement of the restored copulative verb Vc, forming predi-

cate Q1. 

Step 3: 

(a) Restored noun phrase Ns
1 is the subject by definition. 

(b) Noun phrase No
8 is the predicate complement of restored copulative verb Vc, forming 

predicate Q1. 

Step 4: 

(a) Noun Ns
1 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming interrogative sentence S1. 

(b) Noun Ns
7 is the subject of predicate Q2, forming passive sentence S2—It (your request) 

will be done. The granter of the request was elided in this sentence and not restored in 

the analysis; but context implies that it would be the king. 

(5) Est. 7:3a—This example illustrates a common idiomatic introduction of direct speech. In this 

case the addressee is known and elided.13 These clauses are the first two of a six-clause verse, the 

two being set off from the remaining clauses by remote disjunctive Zaqeph, and the first S1 being 

set off from the second S2 by near disjunctive Pashta and the intervening conjunction. 

  

 

 13 The idiomatic joining of these two verbs in this role is quite common, occurring over 100 times in the 

Bible.  
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ר                כָה  וַתאֹמֵַ֔ ר  הַמַלְׁ תִֵ֤ עַן  אֶסְׁ  וַתַ 
           V2 W  N2    N1        V1 W 
 

             (Ns
5)   Q2  (No

4)   Ns
3   

                  

            S2           Q1 

  

                       S1 

Then Esther the queen answered and said: (Est. 7:3a) 

Step 1:  

(a) This example has no pronouns, but the elided object of the first verb V1 (she answered) 

is restored as No
4, which is understood from the context to be “the king.” 

(b) The elided subject of the second verb V2 (she said) is restored as Ns
5, which later is 

understood from the context to be the same as Ns
3 (Queen Esther). 

Step 2: 

(a) Noun N2 (the Queen) modifies noun N1 (Esther), forming identity noun phrase N5 

(Queen Esther). The underlying clause dependent on N1 is: Esther is the Queen of 

Persia. 

(b) Both complements of verb V2 (she said) were elided and not restored in the analysis, 

consequently V2 functions alone as predicate Q2. The verb functions as an intro-

duction to speech, so in reality its complement is the entire content of the speech 

being introduced. For practical purposes, the speech is analyzed separately. 

Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
5 is the subject because it has grammatical agreement with the verb, 

occupies the first place after the verb which is grant first position prominence be-

cause of the Waw consecutive idiom, it is determinate and the only alternative. 

(b) Restored object noun phrase No
4 (the king) is the complement of verb V1, forming 

predicate Q1 (she answered the king), which is split because the verb was granted 

first position prominence because of the Waw consecutive idiom. 

Step 4: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
3 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming sentence S1 (Queen Esther 

answered the king). 

(b) Restored noun phrase Ns
5 is the subject of predicate Q2, forming sentence S2 (Queen 

Esther said). 

(6) Est. 7:3b—This example, together with the next, illustrates the analysis of a true-to-fact, non-

exclusive conditional expression (§ 9.3.6.1) with a compound protasis and compound apodosis. 
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The present two sentences form the compound protasis. These clauses are the third and fourth of 

a six-clause verse, the two being set off from the remaining clause by remote disjunctive Athnach, 

and the first S1 being set off from the second S2 by remote disjunctive Zaqeph and the intervening 

conjunction.  

וֹב          לֶךְ   טֵּ֑ אִם־עַל־הַמֶֹ֖ לֶךְ    וְׁ יך  הַמֵֶ֔ עֵינֶ  ן  בְׁ אתִי חִֵ֤ אִם־מָצָ   

         Ns
6       N5        P2  C  W        N4   R3  J2  P1   No

1       V1  C14 

              (N3) 

     (Vc
2)      D1                 Q1  (Ns

7) 

              N8 

          Q2                 S1 

               N9 

     S3 

                D2 

                   S2 

"If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it pleases the king, (Est. 7:3b) 
 

Step 1:  

(a) Pronoun R3 (you) is replaced by its antecedent N3 which will later be identified as the 

same as noun phrase N4 (the king). 

(b) The elided subject of verb V1 (find) is restored as Ns
7 (I, Queen Esther). 

(c) The elided copulative verb of the second sentence is restored as Vc
2. 

Step 2: 

(a) Noun N4 (the king) modifies noun N3, forming identity noun phrase N8 (you, O king). 

(b) Preposition P2 (upon) governs noun N5 (the king), forming spatial adverb phrase D1 

(upon the king). 

 (c) Noun phrase N8 modifies construct noun J2, forming genitive phrase of part N9 (the 

eyes of you, O king); the underlying clause dependent on J2 is: the eyes are part of 

the king’s anatomy. 

(d) Noun phrase N9 (the eyes of you O king) is governed by preposition P1 (in), forming 

spatial adverb phrase D2 (in your eyes, O king), specifying where favor is expected 

to be found. 

Step 3: 

(a) Restored noun phrase Ns
7 (I, Queen Esther) is the subject by definition. 

 

 14 The word ~ai is a subordinating conjunction that introduces the protasis of conditional sentences (see § 

9.3.6). The second protasis is a predicate adverb clause with the copulative verb Vc omitted. 
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(b) Noun No
1 (favor) is the complement of verb V1 (I have found), forming predicate Q1. 

The verb is in first position by default as a result of omitting the subject; it does not 

necessarily have first position prominence. 

(c) Adverb phrase D1 (upon the king) is the predicate complement of restored copulative 

verb Vc
2, forming predicate Q2 (is upon the king). 

Step 4: 

(a) Restored noun phrase Ns
7 (Queen Esther) is the subject of predicate Q1 (I have found 

favor), forming sentence S1 (I, Queen Esther, have found favor). 

(b) Spatial adverbial phrase D2 (in your eyes, O king) is an adjunct modifying sentence S1, 

forming sentence S2. 

(c) Noun Ns
6 (goodness) is the subject of predicate Q2 (is upon the king), forming sentence 

S3, which is an idiomatic expressing meaning: “it pleases the king.” 

(d) Both sentence S2 and S3 are each governed by conditional conjunction C (~ai—if) and 

joined by coordinating Waw conjunctive, forming a compound conditional prota-

sis, the verbs of which are in the present tense and subjunctive mood.  

(7) Est. 7:3c—These two sentences are joined by coordinating Waw conjunctive forming a com-

pound apodosis of the conditional sentence. The verbs are in the passive voice, so the subject is 

the recipient of the verbal deed, and the omitted granter of the petitions is “King Ahasuerus.” The 

verbs are in the future tense and subjunctive mood. The apodosis is joined to the protasis without 

a conjunction (juxtaposition § 9.2.5) since the relationship is self-evident from the context and 

needs not to be redundantly expressed. These clauses are the fifth and sixth of a six-clause verse; 

the first S1 being set off from the second S2 by remote disjunctive Zaqeph and the intervening 

conjunction, and the second ending the verse with Silluq and following conjunction.15 
 

Step 1: 

(a) The antecedents of pronouns R1, R3, R5, R7, and R9 are restored as noun phrases N1, N3, 

N5, N7, and N9 respectively, and all are recognized to have the same antecedent 

(Queen Esther) and to be first person and in the genitive case as suffixes. 

(b) The elided predicate of the second sentence was recognized to be the same as the one 

in the preceding sentence, and so restored as Q2 (be given to me, Queen Esther). 

 

 

15 This verse illustrates the usual practice that multiple instances of Zaqeph in an Athnach or Silluq segment 

mark off essentially equal grammatical constituents. 
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י׃             בַקָשָתִֶֽ י בְׁ עַמִֹ֖ י   וְׁ לָתִֵ֔ אִֵ֣ שִי  בִשְׁ י נַפְׁ תֶן־לִִ֤ תִנֶָֽ  
       R9   J8   P3 R7  J6W     R5   J4   P2 R3  J2   R1 P1   V 

           (N9)        (N7)   (N5)       (N3)   (N1) 

 

        N14    Ns
13      N12    Ns

11     No
10  

 

         D2  (Q2)     D1      Q1 

 

              S3           S1 

 

           S4              S2 

let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request.  (Est. 7:3c) 

Step 2: 

(a) Noun phrase N1 is governed by preposition P1 (to), forming the genitive complement 

No
10 of passive verb V (be given). 

(b) Noun phrase N3 modifies construct noun J2 (life), forming genitive of possession noun 

phrase Ns
11 (the life of me, Queen Esther). The underlying clause dependent on J2 

is: Queen Esther has life. 

(c) Noun phrase N5 modifies construct noun J4 (petition), forming genitive of source noun 

phrase N12 (the petition from me, Queen Esther). The underlying clause dependent 

of J4 is: Queen Esther was making the petition. 

(d) Noun phrase N7 modifies construct noun J6 (people), forming genitive of ethnic origin 

noun phrase Ns
13 (the people of me, Queen Esther). The underlying clause depend-

ent on J6 is: Queen Esther belongs to the people yet to be revealed in this context. 

(e) Noun phrase N9 modifies construct noun J8 (request), forming genitive of source noun 

phrase N14 (the request of me, Queen Esther). The underlying clause dependent on 

J8 is: Queen Esther was making the request. 

(f) Noun phrase N12 is governed by preposition P2 (for), forming adverbial phrase of pur-

pose D2 (for the petition of me, Queen Esther). 

(g) Noun phrase N14 is governed by preposition P3 (for), forming adverbial phrase of pur-

pose D3 (for the request of me, Queen Esther). 

(h) Noun phrase No
10 (to me, Queen Esther) is the complement of verb V (be given), form-

ing predicate Q1. 
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Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
11 (the life of me, Queen Esther) is the subject of the first sentence 

because it has grammatical agreement with the first verb, is in the first position after 

the verb, its pronoun suffix marks it as determinate, and it is the only candidate. 

(b) Noun phrase Ns
13 (the people of me, Queen Esther) is the subject of the second sentence 

for the same reasons as (a) above. 

Step 4: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
11 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming sentence S1 (let the life of me, 

Queen Esther, be given to me, Queen Esther). 

(b) Noun phrase Ns
13 is the subject of restored predicate Q2, forming sentence S3 (let the 

people of me, Queen Esther, be given to me, Queen Esther). 

(c) Adverb phrase D1 is an adjunct modifying sentence S1, expressing the purpose of the 

gift—to fulfill her petition, forming sentence S2. 

(d) Adverb phrase D2 is an adjunct modifying sentence S3, expressing the purpose of the 

gift—to fulfill her request, forming sentence S4. 

(8) Est. 7:4a—This sentence has a compound subject and three coordinate adjunct dependent in-

finitive adverbial clauses of purpose. This clause is the first of four in the verse, being set off from 

the remaining three by remote disjunctive Athnach. The core sentence S1 is set off from its adjuncts 

by remote disjunctive Zaqeph. 

Step 1: 

(a) The antecedent of pronoun R1 is restored as noun phrase N1 which context identifies as 

“Queen Esther.”  

(b) The antecedent of pronoun R3 is restored as noun phrase N3 which context also identi-

fies as “Queen Esther.” 

(c) The infinitive absolute verbals Vi
2, V

i
3, and Vi

4 have elided subjects and objects. Con-

text identifies the object of the verbals as the same as Ns
11 (my people and I); so the 

elided objects are restored as No
4, N

o
5, and No

6 respectively.  

(d) Since the verbals have active forms,16 the context implies that the destruction, killing, 

and annihilation will be executed by Haman and his fellow anti-Semites; so the 

elided subjects are restored as Ns
8, N

s
9, and Ns

10 respectively. 

 

 

16 Although the verbal stems are active, they have been translated as passives for better style. 
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ד          אַבֵֵּ֑ וֹג     ולְׁ יד      לַהֲרִ֣ מִֹ֖ הַשְׁ י   לְׁ עַמִֵ֔ י    וְׁ נו   אֲנִִ֣ רְׁ כַ  י נִמְׁ  כִִ֤
      Vi

4   P3 W          Vi
3    P2           Vi

2   P1     R3  J2  W   R1           V1 C 

   (No
6)    (No

5)   (No
4)    (N3)     (N1) 

                      Q1 

(Ns
10) Qi

4      (Ns
9)  Qi

3  (Ns
8)       Qi

2        N7 

 

      Si
4

  =N14   Si
3=N13        Si

2
  =N12      Ns

11 
 

    D3     D2  (W)       D1        S1 

  

          D4 

            S5 

For we have been sold, my people and I, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. (Est. 7:4a) 

 

Step 2: 

(a) Noun phrase N3 modifies construct noun J2 (people), forming genitive of ethnic origin 

noun phrase N7 (the people of me, Queen Esther). The underlying clause dependent 

on J2 is: Queen Esther belongs to the people yet to be revealed. 

(b) Noun phrase N7 (the people of me, Queen Esther) and N1 (I, Queen Esther) are joined 

by coordinating Waw conjunctive, forming compound noun phrase Ns
11 (I, Queen 

Esther, and the people of me, Queen Esther). 

(c) The verb V1 (are sold) is passive and intransitive, so it has no object and serves alone 

as the predicate Q1. It was granted first position prominence. 

Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
11 (I, Queen Esther, and the people of me, Queen Esther) is the subject 

of the first sentence because it has grammatical agreement with verb V1, is in the 

first position after the verb which has first position prominence, is determinate and 

the only candidate. 

(b) Restored noun phrase No
4 (my people and I) is the object of infinitive construct verbal 

Vi
2 (destroy), forming predicate Q2. 

(c) Restored noun phrase No
5 (my people and I) is the object of infinitive construct verbal 

Vi
3 (kill), forming predicate Q3. 

(d) Restored noun phrase No
6 (my people and I) is the object of infinitive construct verbal 

Vi
4 (annihilate), forming predicate Q4. 

Step 4: 

(a) Ns
11 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming sentence S1. 
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(b) Ns
8 is the subject of infinitive predicate Q2, forming sentence S2, which functions as a 

substantive in this context, so is represented as noun phrase N12 in the analysis. 

(c) Ns
9 is the subject of infinitive predicate Q3, forming sentence S3, which functions as a 

substantive in this context, so is represented as noun phrase N13 in the analysis. 

(d) Ns
10 is the subject of infinitive predicate Q4, forming sentence S4, which functions as a 

substantive in this context, so is represented as noun phrase N14 in the analysis. 

(e) Preposition P1 (to) governs noun phrase N12 (Haman and his fellow anti-Semites to 

destroy me, Queen Esther and the people of me, Queen Esther), forming adverbial 

phrase of purpose D1, declaring the purpose of the sale of Esther and her people. 

(f) Preposition P2 (to) governs noun phrase N13 (Haman and his fellow anti-Semites to kill 

me, Queen Esther and the people of me, Queen Esther), forming adverbial phrase 

of purpose D2, declaring the purpose of the sale of Esther and her people. 

(g) Preposition P3 (to) governs noun phrase N14 (Haman and his fellow anti-Semites to 

annihilate me, Queen Esther and the people of me, Queen Esther), forming adver-

bial phrase of purpose D3, declaring the purpose of the sale of Esther and her people. 

(h) Adverbial phrases D1, D2, and D3 have the same role and function in the sentence, being 

joined by coordinating conjunctive Waw consecutive, thus forming compound ad-

verb phrase D4. 

(i) Compound adverb phrase D4 is an adjunct modifying sentence S1, declaring the multiple 

purposes of the sale of Esther and her people, forming the complete sentence S5. 

(j) The subordinating conjunction yKi (for) introduces this sentence as the reason for Es-

ther’s petition and request from the king. The verb is passive, so similar comments 

about the kernel clause and the omitted subject are in order. 

(9) Est. 7:4b—This example illustrates a contrary-to-fact conditional sentence (§ 9.3.6). The prot-

asis is passive, with an elided subject and agent. The apodosis is a one-word sentence with an 

elided subject, and linked without a conjunction. These clauses are the second and third of four in 

the verse, being set off from the remaining one by remote disjunctive Zaqeph. The first sentence 

S3 is set off from the second by near disjunctive Pashta. The second sentence S2 is set off by remote 

disjunctive Zaqeph. 

Step 1: 

(a) The subject of verb V1 (we were sold) was elided and is restored as Ns
1; context reveals 

that its referent is “my people and I, Queen Esther.” 

(b) The subject of verb V2 (I would keep silent) was elided and is restored as Ns
2; context 

reveals that its referent is “I, Queen Esther.” 
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תִי        שְׁ נו     הֶחֱרֵַ֔ רְׁ כַ  וֹת  נִמְׁ פָחִ֤ לִשְׁ ים  וְׁ אִלו לַעֲבָדִ  ֶ֠ וְׁ  
      V2  (W)      V1    N2       P2  W  N1   P1    C  W 

      Q2    (Ns
2)      Q1      (Ns

1)  

               D2        D1 

              S1 

           S2            D3 

 

              S3 
 

Had we been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. (Est. 7:4b) 

Step 2: 

(a) N1 (male slaves) is governed by preposition P1 (for), forming adverb phrase of purpose 

D1, expressing the reason for the potential sale. 

(b) N2 (female slaves) is governed by preposition P2 (for), forming adverb phrase of pur-

pose D2, also expressing the reason for the potential sale. 

(c) Verb V1 is passive and intransitive, and so functions alone as predicate Q1. 

(d) Verb V2 is intransitive, and so functions alone as predicate Q2. 

(e) Adverb phrases D1 and D2 have the same role and function, being joined by coordinat-

ing Waw conjunctive, forming compound adverbial phrase of purpose D3 (for male 

slaves and for female slaves). 

Step 3: 

(a) Restored noun phrase Ns
1 (my people and I, Queen Esther) is a subject of verb V1 by 

definition. 

(b) Restored noun phrase Ns
2 (I, Queen Esther) is a subject of verb V2 by definition. 

Step 4: 

(a) Restored noun phrase Ns
1 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming sentence S1 (my people 

and I, Queen Esther, had been sold). 

(b) Restored noun phrase Ns
2 is the subject of predicate Q2, forming sentence S2 (I, Queen 

Esther, would have kept silent). 

(c) Compound adverb phrase D3 is an adjunct modifying sentence S1, forming sentence S3, 

expressing the purpose of the sale. It was granted first position prominence for rhe-

torical emphasis. 

(d) The word WLai is a subordinating conjunction that introduces S3, the protasis of a con-

trary-to-fact conditional sentence. The apodosis S2 stands in juxtaposition (§ 9.2.5) 

without a linking conjunction. 
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(10) Est. 7:4c—This sentence has a transitive verb governing its complement by means of a prep-

osition (§ 12.2.2.2 (2)). The verb is negated and in the present tense, durative aspect. The verb is 

unusual, so translators render this verse idiomatically. This sentence is the last of four in the verse 

and thus ending with Silluq. 

לֶךְ          ֶּֽזֶק הַמֶֶֽ נֵֵ֥ ר שוֶֹֹ֖ה  בְׁ ין הַצָָ֛ י אֵֵ֥    כִִ֣
        N3       J2   P    Va      Ns

1   Vc     C 
 

             No
4 

                  V1  

 

              Q 

 

                S 

For the enemy is not comparable with the king's loss. (Est. 7:4c) 

Step 1: This example has no pronouns and no elided elements. 

Step 2:  

(a) Noun N3 (the king) modifies construct noun J2 (loss), forming genitive noun phrase of 

affect N4 (the king’s loss). The clause underlying on No
4 is: The king would expe-

rience unequivocal loss. 

(b) The participle Va (be comparable) and the auxiliary verb Vc !yae (= hyh al) function as 

the verb phrase V1 (is not comparable). The verb phrase is in the present tense, 

durative aspect (§ 5.6.5.3). The elements of the phrase are split because !yae is nearly 

always granted idiomatic first position prominence. 

Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
1 is the subject because it has grammatical agreement with verb V1, is 

in the first position after אֵין which has first position prominence, is determinate and 

the only candidate. 

(b) Noun phrase N4 (the king’s loss) is the genitive complement of verb V1 by means of 

preposition P (with), forming predicate Q (is not comparable with the king’s loss). 

Step 4: 

(a) Noun Ns
1 (the enemy) is the subject of predicate Q, forming sentence S. 

(b) The subordinating conjunction of reason C yKi, links this sentence to the preceding one 

to explain the reason why Esther would have kept silent. 

(e) The subject Ns
1 is set off from the rest of the sentence by near disjunctive Tebir, and 

the verb Va by the near disjunctive Tiphcha. 
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(11) Est. 7:5a—This pair of sentences also introduces direct speech, but this combination is not 

used often, not being the more usual manner.  

ה           כֵָּ֑ ר הַמַלְׁ תִֵ֣ אֶסְׁ אמֶר לְׁ ֹֹ֖ וֹש וַי וֵרֵ֔ לֶךְ אֲחַשְׁ יאֹמֶר  הַמִֶ֣  וַ 
      N4      N3    P  V2  W  N2      N1     V1  W 
 

                       Q 1 

          No
6           Ns

5 

 

             Q2     (Ns
7) 

                   S1 

               S2 

So King Ahasuerus answered and said to Queen Esther (Est. 7:5a) 

Step 1: This example has no pronouns, but the subject of verb V2 was elided and was restored with 

noun Ns
7 (King Ahasuerus). 

Step 2: 

(a) Noun N2 (Ahasuerus) modifies noun N1 (the king), forming identity noun phrase Ns
5 

(King Ahasuerus). The underlying clause dependent on N1 is: Ahasuerus was the 

king of Persia. 

(b) Noun N4 (the Queen) modifies noun N3 (Esther), forming identity noun phrase N6 

(Queen Esther). The underlying clause dependent on N3 is: Esther was the queen of 

Persia. 

(c) Verb V1 (he spoke) is intransitive here and so functions alone as predicate Q1. 

Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
5 (King Ahasuerus) is the subject because it has grammatical agreement 

with verb V1, is in the first position after the verb which has first position promi-

nence because of the Waw consecutive idiom, is determinate and the only candi-

date. 

(b) Noun phrase N6 (Queen Esther) is the genitive complement of verb V2 (he said) by 

means of preposition P (to), forming predicate Q2 (he said to Queen Esther). 

Step 4: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
5 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming sentence S1 (King Ahasuerus 

spoke). The verb was granted first position prominence because of the Waw con-

secutive idiom. 

(b) Restored noun phrase Ns
7 is the subject of predicate Q2, forming sentence S2 (King 

Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther). 
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(c) The two sentences are linked together by Waw consecutive, functioning together idio-

matically to introduce direct speech. 

(d) These sentences are the first two of four in the verse, being set off from the remaining 

three by remote disjunctive Athnach. The first sentence S1 is set off from the second 

by remote disjunctive Zaqeph. 

(12) Est. 7:5b—This sentence is an identity copulative clause (§ 12.1.3) transformed into a ques-

tion (§ 13.5.2.2). This sentence is the third of four in the verse, being set off from the last by near 

disjunctive Pashta. 

וא   זֶה              י    הֵ֥    מִִ֣

               Rd      Vc        Ri 

              (No)              ( Ns)                 
 

            Q 

 
                 S 

Who is this one?  (Est. 7:5b) 

Step 1:  

(a) The antecedent of interrogative pronoun Ri (who?) is the yet undisclosed villain; it is 

restored by noun phrase Ns. which is recognized as the subject of an identity copu-

lative clause transformed into a question. 

 (b) The antecedent of the predicate demonstrative pronoun Rd (this) is the same as noun 

phrase Ns; it is restored as No, which is recognized as the predicate nominative of 

the clause. 

(c) The pronoun aWh functions in this context as a substitute for the copulative verb (§ 

10.2.1); so it is restored as Vc. 

Step 2: This sentence has no phrases to analyze. 

Step 3: 

(a) Ns is the subject of an identity copulative clause transformed into a question. 

(b) Noun phrase No is the predicate nominative complement of verb Vc, forming predicate 

Q (is this one). 

Step 4: Noun phrase Ns is the subject of predicate Q, forming the kernel clause S that underlies the 

question. Otherwise the clause is in its kernel form.  

(13) Est. 7:5c—This sentence is a predicate adverb copulative kernel clause (§ 12.1.5) which was 

transformed into a question asking the identity of the adverbial constituent (§ 13.5.2.3). The subject 
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has a dependent relative pronoun clause, which in turn has a dependent infinitive construct clause. 

This sentence is the last of four in the verse, being set off by Silluq. 

ן׃            וֹת   כֵֶֽ וֹ      לַעֲשֵ֥ וֹ      לִבֹ֖ לָאֵ֥ וא  אֲשֶר־מְׁ י־זִֶ֣ה    הֵ֔ אֵֶֽ וְׁ  

          D1   Vi
2       P   R4   J3     R2   V1 Rr      R1         Di    W 

          (N4)    (N2)       (N1)     D2   

 

       Qi
2   (Ns

6)        N5       (Vc) 

 

          Si
2
 = N8      No

7             Q3 

 

         D3         Q1       (Ns
9) 

 

                  S1 

 

            S3 

 

              Sr
3  

 

                   Ns
10  

 

                     S4 

And where is he, who would fill his heart to do such a thing? (Est. 7:5c) 

 

Step 1:  

(a) The words hz<-yae form a compound interrogative adverb (Di)17 (§ 4.3.1) which replaced 

the predicate adverb D2 in the underlying predicate adverb copulative kernel clause 

from which this question was transformed. The interrogative transformation had 

moved the adverb phrase to first position prominence. 

(b) The antecedent of pronoun R1 is restored as noun phrase N1—the as yet undisclosed 

villain of the previous sentence. 

 (c) Relative pronoun Rr signals the fact that noun phrase N1 has a modifying dependent 

clause. 

(d) The antecedent of accusative pronoun R2 (it) is restored as noun phrase N2, the referent 

of which is yet to be determined; it is the object of verb V1 (he filled). 

 

17 This compound interrogative adverb occurs 17 times: 1 Sam. 9:18; 1 Kgs. 13:12; 22:24; 2 Kgs. 3:8; 2 Chr. 

18:23; Est. 7:5; Job 28:12; 28:20; 38:19*2; 38:24; Eccl. 2:3; 11:6; Isa. 50:1; 66:1*2; Jer. 6:16. 
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(e) The antecedent of pronoun R4 is restored as noun phrase N4; context indicates that its 

referent is also the same as noun phrase N1 (the as yet undisclosed villain). 

(f) The elided copulative verb of the sentence is restored as Vc. 

(g) Later in the analysis two elided subjects are restored as Ns
6 and Ns

9 the referents of 

which the context identifies as the same as that of noun phrase N1. 

Step 2: 

(a) Noun phrase N4 modifies construct noun J3 (heart), forming genitive noun phrase of 

possession N5 (his, the villain’s heart). The underlying clause dependent on J3 is: 

the villain has a heart. 

(b) Noun phrase N5 modifies noun phrase N2, forming identity noun phrase No
7, which is 

recognized as the object of verb V1. The underlying clause dependent on N2 also is: 

the villain has a heart. This is an instance of the antecedent of a pronoun immedi-

ately following it. 

Step 3: 

(a) Restored noun phrase Ns
9 is a subject by definition. 

(b) Restored noun phrase Ns
6 is a subject by definition. 

(c) Noun phrase No
7 is the complement of verb V1, forming predicate Q1.  

(d) Adverb D1 (thus) is the complement of infinitive construct Vi
2 (to do), forming predi-

cate Qi
2 (to do thus). Actually D1 is an adverbial substitute standing in place of, the 

deed of selling Esther’s people to be destroyed, killed, and annihilated (7:4). 

(e) Adverb phrase D2 is the predicate adverb complement of restored copulative verb Vc, 

forming predicate Q3. It refers to the unknown location of the yet unknown villain.  

It is the location about which the question inquires. 

Step 4: 

(a) Restored noun phrase Ns
9 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming sentence S1 (the yet 

unknown villain filled his heart). 

(b) Restored noun phrase Ns
6 is the subject of infinitive predicate Qi

2, forming infinitive 

clause Si
2 (the yet unknown villain did so = sold Esther and her people to be de-

stroyed, killed, and annihilated). 

(c) Infinitive clause Si
2 functions as a substantive which is represented here as N8. 

(d) Purpose preposition P (for) governs N8, forming adverbial phrase of purpose D3 (for 

the yet unknown villain to do so = sell Esther . . . ). 
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(e) Adverb phrase D3 is an adjunct modifying sentence S1, specifying the purpose for the 

deed, and forming sentence S3 (The yet unknown villain filled his heart to do so = 

sell Esther . . . ).  

(f) Relative pronoun Rr functions as though it were a subordinating conjunction transform-

ing sentence S3 into sentence Sr
3 dependent on noun phrase N1, forming noun 

phrase Ns
10 (he, the yet unknown villain, who filled his heart to do so = sell Esther 

. . . ). 

(g) Noun phrase Ns
10 is the subject of predicate Q3, forming sentence S4, the kernel clause 

from which the question was transformed. 

(h) The core clause וא י־זִֶ֣ה הֵ֔ is set off from its dependent relative clause Sr אֵֶֽ
3 by remote 

disjunctive Zaqeph. 
 

(14) Est. 7:6a—The first of these sentences (with an elided addressee) introduces direct speech, 

and the second sentence is the speech consisting of a copulative identity clause (§ 12.1.3) with an 

elided verb. These are the first two sentences of three in the verse. The first is set off by the remote 

disjunctive accent Zaqeph, and the second by the remote disjunctive Athnach. 

ע  ן   הָרָֹ֖ ב   הָמֵָ֥ אוֹיֵֵ֔ ר  וְׁ יש צִַ֣ ר    אִַ֚ תֵֵ֔ אמֶר־אֶסְׁ ִֹ֣         הַזֵֶּ֑ה             וַת

  Rd A N5 N4   W  N3      N2 Ns
1    V1   W 

               (No
10) 

          N7         N6 

         Q1 

             N9   (Vc
2)          Ns

8 

                S1 

            Q2 

 

              S2 

And Esther said, “The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman!” (Est. 7:6a) 

Step 1:  

(a) This example has no personal pronouns. 

(b) The elided predicate complement of verb V1 (she said) is restored as noun phrase No
10 

(to the king) as determined by the context. 

(c) The elided copulative verb of the second sentence is restored as Vc
2. 

Step 2: 

(a) Noun N3 (adversary) modifies noun N2 (man), forming classification noun phrase N6 

(an adversary man). The underlying clause dependent on N2 is: the man is an ad-

versary of the king and queen. 
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(b) Adjective A (wicked) modifies proper noun N5 (Haman), forming attributive noun 

phrase N7 (wicked Haman). The underlying clause dependent on N5 is: the moral 

character of Haman is wicked. 

(c) Noun N4 (enemy) and noun phrase N6 (an adversary man) are joined by coordinating 

conjunction Waw conjunctive, having equal role and function in this context, form-

ing compound noun phrase Ns
8, (an adversary man and enemy) which is recognized 

to be the subject of the second sentence.18 

(d) Demonstrative pronoun Rd (this) modifies noun phrase N7 (wicked Haman), forming 

demonstrative noun phrase N9 (this wicked Haman). The underlying clause depend-

ent on noun phrase N7 is: the person of near interest and presence is wicked Haman. 

Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
1 is the subject because it has grammatical agreement with the verb, is 

in the first position after the verb which has been granted first position prominence 

because if the Waw consecutive idiom, is determinate and the only alternative. 

(b) The restored noun phrase No
10 is the predicate complement of verb V1, forming predi-

cate Q1 (she said to the king). 

(c) Noun phrase N9 (this wicked Haman) is the predicate complement of restored copula-

tive verb Vc
2, forming predicate Q2 (is this wicked Haman). 

Step 4: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
1 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming sentence S1 (Esther said to the 

king). 

(b) Noun phrase Ns
8 is the subject of predicate Q2, forming sentence S2 (an adversary man 

and enemy is this wicked Haman). 

(15) Est. 7:7a—This example includes two sentences, the second of which has an elided subject 

and verb. These two sentences are the first of four in the verse, being set off from the rest of the 

verse by remote disjunctive accent Athnach. The first sentence is set off from the second by remote 

disjunctive Zaqeph. 

Step 1: 

(a) Clearly the verb and subject of the second sentence have been elided as self-evident; 

they are restored as V2 (he went) and Ns
12 (the king). 

(b) The antecedent of pronoun R3 was restored as N3 (the king) which is the same as Ns
1.  

 

18 It is possible to understand N3 W N4 as a compound modifier of N2 instead of the above analysis. There 

would little, if any, difference in meaning. 
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ן           יִן          אֶל־גִנַֹ֖ת  הַבִיתֵָּ֑ ה הַיֵַ֔ תִֵ֣ ם  בַחֲמָתוֹ   מִמִשְׁ לֶךְ  קִָ֤ הַמֶ֜  וְׁ
                 N8   J7       P3        N6         J5       P2    R3   J2   P1     V1          Ns

1  

               (N3)   Q1  

          N11    N10              N9          S1 

         (V2)  (Ns
12)          D2     D1   

         Q2       S2 

      S4    S3 

Then the king arose in his wrath from the banquet of wine and went into the palace garden; (Est. 7:7a) 

Step 2: 

(a) Noun phrase N3 (his = the king’s) modifies construct noun J2 (wrath), forming genitive 

noun phrase of source N9 (his, the king’s wrath). The underlying clause dependent 

on J2 is: The king experienced wrath because of what he was told. 

(b) Noun phrase N6 (wine) modifies construct noun J5 (banquet), forming genitive noun 

phrase of repast N10 (banquet of wine). The underlying clause dependent on J5 is: 

the repast to be served at the banquet was wine. Of course, this must be understood 

idiomatically, because Esther surely prepared a sumptuous meal for the king and 

Haman (5:8). 

(c) Noun phrase N8 (palace) modifies construct noun J7 (garden), forming genitive noun 

phrase of place N11 (the palace garden). The underlying clause dependent on J2 is: 

The garden was located in the palace area adjacent to the door entering the queen’s 

dining room. 

(d) Preposition P1 (in) and noun phrase N9 (his, the king’s rage) form manner adverbial 

phrase  D1, expressing the manner in which the king arose. 

(e) Preposition P2 (from) and noun phrase N9 (the banquet of wine) form departure adver-

bial phrase D2, expressing the place from which the king arose to depart. 

Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
1 is the subject because it has grammatical agreement with Verb V1, is 

in first position, is determinate and the only alternative. 

(b) Restored noun phrase Ns
12 is a subject by definition. 

(c) Verb V1 (he arose) is intransitive and so stands alone as predicate Q1. 

(d) Restored verb V2 (he went) is transitive, governing its complement by means of prep-

osition P3 (to) forming predicate Q2 (he went to the palace garden). 

Step 4: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
1 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming sentence S1.  

(b) Restored noun phrase Ns
12 is the subject of predicate Q4, forming sentence S4. 
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(c) Adverb phrase D1 is an adjunct modifying sentence S1, forming sentence S2 expressing 

the manner in which the king arose. 

(d) Adverb phrase D2 is an adjunct modifying sentence S2, forming sentence S3 expressing 

the place from which the king arose. 

(16) Est. 7:7b—This example contains a dependent infinitive construct clause (§ 19.2.8) function-

ing as an adjunct modifying an intransitive sentence. This sentence is the third of four in the verse, 

being set off from the last one by remote disjunctive Zaqeph. 

ה      כֵָ֔ ר הַמַלְׁ תִֵ֣ אֶסְׁ שוֹ     מֵֶֽ ש   עַל־נַפְׁ בַקִֵ֤ ד   לְׁ ן  עָמַָ֗ הָמִָ֣  וְׁ
   N5  N4    P3      R3   J2      P2          Vi

2  P1        V1        Ns
1 

          N6      (N3)             Q1    

     D1         No
7      S1 

            Qi
2 

       (Ns
8) 

                  Si
2  

 

        Si
3 = N9 

                 D2 

        S4 

but Haman stood to plead for his life from Queen Esther  (Est. 7:7b) 

Step 1: 

(a) The elided subject of infinitive construct Vi
2 was restored as Ns

8 which is the same as 

Ns
1 (Haman). 

(b) The antecedent of pronoun R3 was restored as noun phrase N3 which also is the same 

as Ns
1. 

Step 2: 

(a) Noun phrase N3 (his = Haman’s) modifies construct noun J2 (life) forming genitive of 

possession noun phrase N7 (his, Haman’s life). The underlying clause dependent 

on J2 is: Haman has a life. 

(b) Noun phrase N5 (the queen) modifies noun N4 (Esther) forming identity noun phrase 

N6 (Queen Esther). The underlying clause dependent on J2 is: Esther was the queen 

of Persia. 

(c) Preposition P3 (from) and noun phrase N6 (queen Esther) form adverb phrase of source 

D1, expressing the source from which the plea was sought. 

Step 3: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
1 (Haman) is the subject because it has grammatical agreement with 

verb V1, is in the first position, is determinate and the only alternative. 

(b) Verb V1 (he stood) is intransitive and so functions alone as predicate Q1. 
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(c) Construct infinitive Vi
2 (plead) is transitive, governing its complement N7 (his, 

Haman’s, life) by means of preposition P2 (for) forming predicate Qi
2 (he pleaded 

for his, Haman’s, life). 

Step 4: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
1 (Haman) is the subject of predicate Q1 (he stood) forming sentence S1 

(Haman stood). 

(b) Restored noun phrase Ns
8 (Haman) is the subject of construct infinitive predicate Qi

2 

(he pleaded for his, Haman’s, life), forming dependent infinitive sentence Si
2 

(Haman pleaded for his, Haman’s, life). 

(c) Adverb phrase D1 (from Queen Esther) is an adjunct modifying sentence Si
2, specifying 

the source from which Haman pleaded for his life, forming sentence Si
3 (Haman 

pleaded for his life from Queen Esther). 

(d) Dependent infinitive construct sentence Si
3 functions as a substantive in this context 

and so is represented by N9 as though it were a noun phrase governed by a prepo-

sition of purpose P1 (to) forming adverb phrase D2 expressing the purpose of the 

independent sentence S1. 

(e) Adverb phrase D2 is an adjunct modifying sentence S1, expressing its purpose and form-

ing sentence S4. 

(17) Est. 7:7c—This example contains a verb of perception governing a sentence (§ 5.4.7). This 

sentence is the last of four in the verse, being closed by accent Silluq. The principle verb V1 is set 

off from its complement by remote disjunctive Zaqeph. 

לֶךְ׃                ת  הַמֶֶֽ ה  מֵאֵֵ֥ יו  הָרָעָֹ֖ ה  אֵלָָ֛ תֵָ֥ י־כָלְׁ ה   כִֶֽ י רָאֵָ֔  כִִ֣

         N3        P2      N2        R1  P1     V2 C2       V1    C1 

    D1   (No
1)   |         |      (Ns

4) 

             Ns
5             Q2 

               S2   

        Q1  

         S1 

For he saw that evil was determined against him from the king. (Est. 7:7c) 

Step 1: 

(a) The elided subject of verb V1 (he saw) was restored as Ns
4 (Haman) as self-evident from 

the context. 

(b) The antecedent of pronoun R1 (him) is restored as N1 (him = Haman), being the same 

as Ns
4 (Haman). 

Step 2: 
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(a) Pronoun P2 (from) governs noun N3 (the king) forming adverb phrase D1 expressing 

source of the evil. The underlying clause dependent on N2 is: The evil will come 

from the king. 

(b) Adverb phrase D1 (from the king) modifies noun phrase N2 (the evil) forming attributive 

adverb noun phrase Ns
5 (§ 14.1.4). 

Step 3: 

(a) The restored noun phrase Ns
4 is the subject by definition. 

(b) Verb V2 (was determined) governs its complement N1 (him = Haman) by means of 

preposition P1 (against) forming predicate Q2 (was determined against Haman). 

(c) Noun phrase Ns
5 (the evil from the king) is a subject because it has grammatical agree-

ment with verb V2 (was determined), is in first position after the verb and its prep-

ositional pronoun, is determinate and the only alternative. 

Step 4: 

(a) Noun phrase Ns
5 is the subject of predicate Q2 forming sentence S2. The predicate was 

granted first position prominence. 

(b) Sentence S2 is the complement of verb of perception V1 (he saw) being linked by con-

junction C2 (that), forming predicate Q1. 

(c) Restored noun phrase Ns
4 is the subject of predicate Q1, forming sentence S1. 

(18) Est. 7:8a—This example contains a verb of motion that governs two complements by means 

of prepositions (§ 5.4.5.3). From here on, the sentences are given analysis diagrams without ex-

planatory comment. 

ית׀  ן  אֶל־בִֵ֣ ת  הַבִיתָ֜ לֶךְ  שָב   מִגִנַ  יִן  הַמֶֶּ֡ ה  הַיַָ֗ תִֵ֣ מִשְׁ  

   N6  J5   J4     P2        N3       J2 P1      V  Ns
1  

        N8                 No
7  

      No
9  

      Q 

           S 

When the king returned from the palace garden to the place of the banquet of wine, (Est. 7:8a) 

(19) Est. 7:8b—This example contains a participle functioning as the verb in the durative aspect 

(§ 5.6.5.3), and a relative pronoun clause modifying a noun (§ 14.7.8). 
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יהָ                               ר    עָלֵֶ֔ תִֵ֣ ר  אֶסְׁ ל עַל־הַמִטָה  אֲשִֶ֣ הָמָן  נֹפֵֵ֔     וְׁ

           R4   P2          Ns
3         Rr        N2        P1    V       Ns

1 

          (N4)  | (Ve) 

              D2     | 

    Q2  

          S2  

     Sr = N5 

      N6  

       D1 

               Q1  

          S1 

And Haman was falling across the couch on which Esther was. (Est. 7:8b) 

(20) Est. 7:8c—This example illustrates direct speech without the usual speech introducing con-

junction (§ 9.4), and also an incomplete sentence. The elided portion of the sentence reaches 

back to 7:5c “He filled his heart to do so.” That thought is carried over to here without repetition 

and linked to the infinitive clause of this verse by the conjunction גַם “also.” 

יִת       י    בַבֵָּ֑ ה   עִמִֹ֖ כָָ֛ וֹש אֶת־הַמַלְׁ בֹּ֧ גַם    לִכְׁ לֶךְ    הֲֶ֠ אמֶר הַמֵֶ֔ ִֹ֣  וַי
        N4  P3     R3   P2            No

2              Vi
3  P1      C  ?          Ns

1         V1  

           D2      (N3)              Qi
3  

    N5          (Ns
6)     |  (S2) 

          D3       Si
3  

         Si
4 = N8  

      D1   (Cd) 

             S3 

            Q1             | 

        S1 

Then the king said, "Will he also assault the queen while I am in the house?"  (Est. 7:8c) 

(21) Est. 7:8d—This example illustrates a predicate complement with first position prominence. 

ו׃         ן חָפֶֽ י  הָמָֹ֖ נֵֵ֥ לֶךְ      ופְׁ י  הַמֵֶ֔ ר יָצָא   מִפִִ֣  הַדָבָָ֗

            V2    N5      J4  W    N3       J2  P     V1      Ns
1  

             |           No
7           No

6      |       | 

      Q2      (Ns
8)     Q1  

            S2     S1  

The word left the king's mouth, and they covered Haman's face. (Est. 7:8d) 

 

(22) Est. 7:9a—This example illustrates launching direct speech without the usual speech intro-

ducing conjunction (§ 9.4).19
  

 

19 Preposition P1 מִן functions in place of a construct form of the number, suggesting that more than one 

eunuch was in the banquet room. P2 נִֵ֣י  indicates that Harbonah was in the service of the king (cf. 1:10); see the לִפְׁ

preposition also in 4:5. 
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לֶךְ     נִֵ֣י הַמֶָ֗ ים לִפְׁ ד מִן־הַסָרִיסִ֜ בוֹנָה אֶחָ  רְׁ אמֶר חֶַ֠ ִֹ֣  וַי
         N3       P2     N2     P1     M          N1           V 

              D1   N4              |             Q 

               |    N5  

          Ns
6  

       S 

Then Harbonah, one of the eunuchs serving the king, said:  (Est. 7:9a) 

(23) Est. 7:9b—This example illustrates a relative pronoun clause imbedded in another relative 

pronoun clause modifying nouns (§ 9.4). Also illustrated is the use of an adverbial adjunct and an 

adjectival adjunct (§ 19.4.3). The second use of the conjunction גַם (cf. 7:8) introduces the third 

offence leading to Haman’s execution. 

ץ        י אֲשֶרגִַ֣ם הִנֵה־הָעִֵ֣ כַַּ֞ דֳּ מָרְׁ ֶֽ ן לְׁ ה   הָמָָ֟ ר־עָשָ֪ ן      אֲשֶֹּ֧ ית הָמֵָ֔ בִֵ֣ לֶךְ עמֵֹד  בְׁ וֹב עַל־הַמֶָ֗ דִבֶר־טִ֣  

 N7    J6  P3      V3       N5       P2    N4     V2        Rr
2       N3     P1  Ns

2         V1        Rr
1     N1  

     N8     |        Q3           D2          |        (No
14)  | 

        D3        No
9              Q1  

      (Ns
10)          Q3         S1  

    S3  

     Sr
4 = N11  

       N12  

       D1  

              S5  

            Sr
6 = N13  

              Ns
14  

      S7  

    S8  

 

ה  ים אַמֵָּ֑ הַ חֲמִשִִ֣  גָבֹֹ֖
  N15         M A1  

         N16               | 

    A2  

            S9  

“Also indeed, the gallows, which Haman made for Mordecai, who spoke good on the king's behalf,  

is standing at the house of Haman, fifty cubits high.” (Est. 7:9b) 

 

(24) Est. 7:9c—This example again illustrates launching direct speech without the usual speech 

introducing conjunction (§ 9.4). 

יו׃                    הו    עָלֶָֽ ֵ֥ לֻׁ לֶךְ   תְׁ אמֶר הַמֶֹ֖ ֵֹ֥  וַי
         R3  P       R2  V2         Ns

1        V1  

       ( N3) |      (No
2)  |  

     Q2           (Ns
4)  

             S2                  (Cd) 

        Q1      | 

            S1  

Then the king said, “Hang him on it!” (Est. 7:9c) 
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(25) Est. 7:10—This example again illustrates a relative pronoun clause modifying a noun in the 

predicate of a doubly transitive verb (§ 12.2.2.2.2). 

ץ           ן עַל־הָעֵֹ֖ לו  אֶת־הָמֵָ֔ כָה׃ אֲשֶרוַיִתְׁ לֶךְ שָכֶָֽ ת הַמֶֹ֖ י    וַחֲמֵַ֥ כֵָּ֑ דֳּ מָרְׁ ין לְׁ ־הֵכִִ֣  

  V3   N5   J4   W     No
3  P2   V2     Rr      N2    P1  N1    O     V1  

  Q3        Ns
6              Q2      (Ns

7)       No
1 

          S4        S2  

             Sr
3 = N8  

            No
9  

         Q1             (Ns
10) 

          S1  

So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai.  

Then the king's wrath subsided. (Est. 7:10) 

(26) Gen. 48:5a—This example illustrates a dependent participle clause modifying a noun in the 

lengthy subject of a possessive copulative clause (§ 12.1.6). 

י־בָנֶיך           נֵֶֽ ה שְׁ עַתֶָּ֡ יםוְׁ ם     הַנוֹלָדִ  מָה      לִי־הֵֵּ֑ יְׁ רַֹ֖ יך   מִצְׁ י   אֵלֶָ֛ יִם   עַד־באִֵֹ֥ רַָ֗ רֶץ מִצְׁ אִֶ֣ ך֜   בְׁ לְׁ  

       R10  R9 P5          N8         R7  P4     R6 Vi   P3     N5       J4   P2   R3 P1   Va        R2   J2     M      D1  

       Ve  (N9) |         D3       (N7)       (Ns
6)            N11      |   (No

3)  |   |         (N2)    | 

            Q3           |    D2     Q1 (Ns
12)  N10  

                Qi
2     |    |             Sa

1        N11  

      Si
3      Sa

2  

           Si
4 = N13       

              D4  

           Sa
5 = N14   

        Ns
15  

     S6  

        S7  

“And now your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; (Gen. 

48:5a) 

(27) Gen. 48:5b—This example illustrates a compound comparative noun phrase (§ 14.1.6) as the 

subject of a possessive copulative clause (§ 12.1.6). 

י׃          יו־לִֶֽ הְׁ וֹן   יִֶֽ עֹ֖ שִמְׁ ן וְׁ אובֵֵ֥ ה כִרְׁ נַשֵֶ֔ יִם  ומְׁ רַ   אֶפְׁ

          R P    Ve     N4   W     N3  P       N2   W     N1  

       (N8) |      |           N6           |    N5  

               Q    D    | 

                |    Ns
7   

             S 

Ephraim and Manasseh, as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine.” (Gen. 48:5b) 

18.5 Discourse Analysis 

 The fifth phase of the analysis procedure is the analysis of the entire discourse. This type 

of analysis involves the way in which the clauses of the discourse are linked together by conjunc-

tions into sentences, paragraphs, episodes, chapters, etc. Here the flow of thought is analyzed, and 



Chapter 18 Analyzing Hebrew Sentences 470 

 

  

the various nuances of the text are studied. Chapter 19 discusses sequence transformations, those 

transformations that link clauses together into coherent discourse. Chapters 20 and 21 discuss the 

procedures of discourse analysis. This completes the discussion of analyzing sentences. 

18.6 Summary 

The Restoration of Deletion and Substitution 

Restore Elided Elements 

 (1)  → (X) 

Restore Antecedents of Pronouns 

(2) R → N 

Restore Antecedents of Other Substitutes 

 (3) Xs → X 

Analyze Phrases 

Determine Syntactic Roles 

Analyze of Sentences 

Copulative Sentences 

Verbal Sentences 

Discourse Analysis 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 19 

Sequence Transformations 

 The syntax of the kernel sentences of Hebrew is defined in Chapter 12; that syntax employs 

a simple phrase-structure grammar. Chapter 13 defines the transformations that may rearrange the 

structure of the kernel sentences of Hebrew as they appear in the surface of the text; these consist 

of simple sentence transformations. The generation of phrases, however, requires transformations 

that go beyond the boundaries of a sentence, because phrases are best accounted for on the basis 

of a part of speech with a dependent sentence. Chapters 14 through 17 define the transformations 

that generate phrases; these transformations are in the domain of the text grammar, not merely the 

sentence grammar.  

 The text grammar requires another set of transformations that arrange sentences into mean-

ingful sequences, and that operate on those sequences to produce the final surface structure of a 

discourse. These transformations may be generally referred to as sequence transformations, be-

cause they operate on sequences of sentences. Sequence transformations arrange the sentences of 

a discourse in proper sequential order and provide the appropriate connectives. The sequential 

order of the sentences in a discourse is governed partially by the semantics of the discourse and 

the literary conventions of Hebrew, and partially by the stylistic preferences of the author. In this 

stage of composition the author decides the order in which the participants and props are intro-

duced, the settings of time and place are established, and the events, episodes, and arguments are 

arranged. 

 Semantically, the sequences are governed by such characteristics as plot, theme, time flow, 

place, and the conventions of thought flow. Thought flow moves from what is known to what is 

being made known; from what was, to what is, to what will be; from the general to the specific; 

from prerequisite conditions to consequences; from logical premises to conclusion. This stage of 

composition is where the person, voice, aspect, tense, mood, mode, emphasis, and negation of the 

sentences are determined; it is the stage where semantic agreement, consistency, and coherence is 

established.  
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Literary conventions govern the sequences related to form, genre, and pericope. The au-

thor’s style governs some of the choices available to him in the process of composition. The se-

quence transformations provide a mechanical explanation of what an author does intuitively when 

he arranges the sequences of his text. 

 The sequence transformations arrange the sentences into clusters of sentences. They ar-

range the clusters into larger clusters that form paragraphs. They arrange the paragraphs into pe-

ricopes, and pericopes into chapters, and chapters into a complete discourse.  Sequence transfor-

mations fall into five major categories: (1) the coordination transformation, (2) the subordination 

transformation, (3) the sentence emphasis transformation, (4) the deletion transformation, and (5) 

the substitution transformation. This chapter focuses on linking sentences into specific types of 

sequences. Chapter 20 goes into further detail regarding sequences of multiple sentences. 

 The coordination transformation joins two or more independent sentences by means of an 

appropriate coordinating conjunction. The subordination transformation joins an independent sen-

tence with its dependent sentence. The sentence emphasis transformation brings related sentences1 

together in a cluster group, and grants position prominence to one of them. The deletion transfor-

mation optimizes the text by deleting redundant or self-evident information. The substitution trans-

formation further optimizes the text by providing appropriate economical substitutes for redundant 

information that cannot be deleted; it takes care of determination in the process. 

19.1 The Coordination Transformation 

 The interrelationship of sentences is indicated primarily by conjunctions. As discussed in 

Chapter 9, there are two major classes of conjunctions or connectives: (1) those that coordinate 

sentences of equal rank and function in the flow of thought (§ 9.2); and (2) those that subordinate 

one sentence to another (§ 9.3). A sentence is subordinate to another when it modifies the other 

sentence in some sense. A subordinate sentence usually answers an adverbial question about the 

sentence it modifies, such as, when?, where?, how?, why?, etc. A subordinate sentence is some-

times referred to as a dependent sentence, the sentence it modifies as an independent sentence. 

While the conjunctions have what may be regarded as a “common” meaning, the contextual se-

mantics may alter the nuance of a conjunction. 

 Coordinate sentences are independent sentences that have equal rank and make equal con-

tribution to the local argument of the text. The coordination transformation connects a sequence 

 

1 What is said about clauses may also be said about clusters of clauses. 
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of coordinate sentences (or clusters of sentences) by means of the appropriate coordinating con-

junctions, and identifies the sequence as a cluster.2 The coordination transformation takes the gen-

eral form: 

 (1) [Si, Sj] →  Si + Cc + Sj 

where Cc is the appropriate coordinating conjunction, as determined by the type of coordination 

the author desires. The transformation iterates until all coordinate sentences are appropriately 

linked together. 

 Independent sentences may be coordinated in one of seven ways: (1) simple coordination 

without restriction on relative time; (2) simple coordination with parallel or simultaneous action; 

(3) simple coordination with sequential action; (4) disjunctive coordination; (5) adversative coor-

dination; (6) comparative coordination; and (7) simple juxtaposition. 

19.1.1 Timeless Coordination 

 Simple coordination without restriction on relative time3 is indicated by joining the sen-

tences with Waw conjunctive ( ְׁו). The sentences remain in their initial word order.4 With this ar-

rangement, the sentences, not the verbal actions, are coordinated. Nothing is implied about their 

relative time. The transformation takes the specific form: 

 (1a) [Si, Sj]  →  Si + Cc + Sj 

where Cc =  ְׁו (and—Waw conjunctive) or גַם (also); and Sj retains its initial word order, usually 

SVO. The notation addresses only a pair of sentences, but it may include a sequence of more than 

two, as long as they share the same type of coordination. Often the conjunction is repeated before 

every sentence except the first; but at times, the conjunctions are elided except for the last one. 
  

 

2 The sequence should include all the clauses that are in a contiguous order and have a common type of 

coordination. Usually they have a common theme, time frame of reference, aspect, and setting. 

3 The clauses may have different time references (tenses), but such differences are not indicated or implied 

by the conjunctions. In fact, this transformation is the one to use when the time references are different. 

4 The clauses may be in their kernel clause order, SVO, or they may have undergone some intermediate 

transformations that have altered that order. Whatever word order the clauses had immediately prior to this transfor-

mation is retained throughout the transformation. 
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ל  יִם מִטֵָּ֑ ו שָמַֹ֖ אֵ֥ ם כָלְׁ ן עֲלֵיכֵֶ֔  עַל־כִֵ֣

הּ׃   בולֶָֽ ה יְׁ אֵָ֥ רֶץ כָלְׁ הָאָֹ֖  וְׁ

The heavens above you withhold the dew 

and [parallel action] 

the earth withholds its fruit.5 (Hag. 1:10) 

 

וא  י הֵ֔ נָה  אֲנִִ֣ עַד־זִקְׁ  וְׁ

ל  בֵֹּ֑ י אֶסְׁ ה אֲנִִ֣ עַד־שֵיבָֹ֖  וְׁ

א   י אֶשֵָ֔ יתִי  וַאֲנִִ֣ י עָשִ   אֲנִִ֤

ט׃  ל וַאֲמַלֵֶֽ בֹֹ֖ י אֶסְׁ  וַאֲנִֵ֥

    Even to your old age, I am He, 
And even to gray hairs, I will carry you! 

I have made, and I will bear; 

Even I will carry, and will deliver you.6 (Isa. 46:4) 

19.1.2 Simultaneous Coordination 

 Simple coordination with parallel or simultaneous action is expressed by joining the sen-

tences with Waw conjunctive. The first sentence retains its initial word order; and the second sen-

tence is transformed to its VSO order, that is, the verb has been granted first position prominence. 

With this arrangement, the verbal actions are coordinated so that parallel or simultaneous action is 

implied. The transformation takes the following specific form: 

 (1b) [Si, Sj] →  Si + W + [Sj(V-emph)]  

where Cc = W (Waw conjunctive),7 and the verb of Sj is granted first position prominence. The 

notation addresses only a pair of sentences, but it may include a sequence of more than two, as 

long as they share the same type of coordination. The subsequent sentences experience the same 

VSO transformation. Obviously, the sentences should be in the same aspect, and often they are in 

the same mood. 

  

 

5 In the first clause, the adverbial phrase is granted first position prominence; whereas the second retains its 

SVO order. The clauses themselves are coordinated, not just their verbal action. 

6 The first two clauses have had their adverb phrases granted first position prominence. Note the different 

time references, and that the clauses have SVO order. Some constituents have been elided. 

7 Waw conjunctive usually expresses simple coordination, however, it is used in other contexts to be dis-

cussed later. 
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לָה    עְׁ מֵַ֔ יִם  מִלְׁ דו שָמַ  אִם־יִמִַ֤  

טָה  מֵָּ֑ רֶץ לְׁ דֵי־אֶֹ֖ וֹסְׁ ו מֶֽ רֵ֥ יֵחָקְׁ   וְׁ

If heaven above can be measured, 

And the foundations of the earth searched out beneath8 (Jer. 31:37) 

 

חַ  ף כֵֹּ֑ ן לַיָעֵֹ֖  נֹתֵֵ֥

ה׃  בֶֶֽ ה יַרְׁ מֵָ֥ ים עָצְׁ ין אוֹנִֹ֖ אֵֵ֥  ולְׁ

יִגֵָּ֑עו   ים וְׁ עָרִֹ֖ ו נְׁ עֲפֵ֥ יִֶֽ  וְׁ

לו׃  וֹל יִכָשֵֶֽ ים כָשֵ֥  ובַחורִֹ֖

He gives power to the weak, 

And to those who have no might He increases strength. 

Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 

And the young men shall utterly fall. 9 (Isa. 40:29-30) 

ובָה׃  אָשֶֽ י וְׁ ה אֶת־אָבִֹ֖ רֵָ֥ בְׁ אֶקְׁ עֱלֶה־נָָ֛א וְׁ ה אֶֶֽ עַתָָ֗  וְׁ

Now therefore, please let me go up and bury my father, 

and I will return.10 (Gen. 50:5) 

19.1.3 Sequential Coordination 

 Simple coordination with sequential action11 is expressed with Waw consecutive, the sec-

ond sentence is transformed into its VSO order, and its verb is transformed to its corresponding 

“consecutive” aspect.12 With this arrangement, the verbal actions are coordinated as sequential in 

some respect.13 The transformation takes on the following specific form: 

 (1c) [Si, Sj]  →  Si + Wc + [Sj(V-consec)] 

 

 

8 Two clauses in the protasis of a conditional sentence are required to be simultaneously true for the condition 

to be met.  

9 The first two and the last two clauses are joined with simple Waw conjunctive with deletion of the common 

subject in the last. The two pairs of clauses are joined as simultaneous or parallel action. 

10 The actions are viewed as parallel, not simultaneous, here. 

11 The sequence may be temporal, logical, causal, and so forth. See Watts pp. 86-90; 97-100; RJW 178-79. 

12 The transformation is known as the consecutive transformation. In addition to moving the verb to first 

position prominence, it converts a perfect aspect verb form into its apocopated imperfect form, and an imperfect aspect 

form into its long perfect form. This means that the morphemes that encode mood are lost, and mood must be deter-

mined from the context. However, Waw consecutive may be regarded to transmit mood from the preceding clause. 

The Waw consecutive is vocalized in accordance with the verbal form it attaches to: Shewa with long perfect forms, 

and Pathach plus Daggesh Forte with apocopated imperfect forms. 

13 The sequence is usually temporal, but may be consequential or logical. 
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where Cc = Wc (Waw consecutive).14 The notation addresses only a pair of sentences, but it may 

include a sequence of more than two, as long as they share the same type of coordination. The 

subsequent sentences experience the same consecutive transformation. Obviously the sentences 

initially should be in the same aspect, and often they are in the same mood. 

19.1.3.1 Consecutive action in past time: 

רֶץ ד עַל־הָאֵָּ֑ אֹֹ֖ ד מְׁ אֵֹ֥ ו מְׁ רָ֛ בְׁ יִם גֶָֽ הַמַָ֗  וְׁ

יִם׃   חַת כָל־הַשָמֶָֽ ים אֲשֶר־תַֹ֖ בהִֵֹ֔ הָרִים  הַגְׁ ו כָל־הֶֶֽ סָ֗ כֻׁ  וַיְׁ

And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, 

and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. (Gen. 7:19) 

ם  רָהֵָּ֑ ץ אַבְׁ ר רִָ֣ אֶל־הַבָָקָֹ֖  וְׁ

ךְ וָטוֹב    ר רִַ֤ ח בֶן־בָקָ֜  וַיִקַ 

עַר   ן אֶל־הַנֵַ֔  וַיִתִֵ֣

וֹ׃   וֹת אֹתֶֽ ר לַעֲשֵ֥ מַהֵֹ֖  וַיְׁ

And Abraham ran to the herd, 

took a tender and good calf, 

gave it to a young man, 

and he hastened to prepare it. (Gen. 18:7) 

ה  הוֵָ֔ וֹל יְׁ קִ֣ תִי  בְׁ עְׁ  שָמַ 

הוֵָּ֑ה וָאֵ   נִי יְׁ לָחִַ֣ רֶךְ אֲשֶר־שְׁ ךְ בַדֶֹ֖  לֵַּ֕

ק   לֶךְ עֲמָלֵֵ֔ יא אֶת־אֲגַג  מִֶ֣  וָאָבִָ֗

I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, 
and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me, 

and brought back Agag king of Amalek. (1 Sam. 15:20) 

הוִָ֣ה   קוֹל  יְׁ ם בְׁ ע הָעָָ֗ מִַ֣  . . . וַיִשְׁ

ה׃   הוֶָֽ י יְׁ נֵֵ֥ ם מִפְׁ ו הָעָֹ֖ אֵ֥ ירְׁ  וַיִֶֽ

The people heeded the voice of the LORD... 

and [logical sequence] 

the people feared the presence of the LORD (Hag. 1:12) 

  

 

14 Waw consecutive usually expresses simple sequential coordination, however, it is used in other contexts 

to be discussed later. 
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19.1.3.2 Consecutive action in future time: 

ך  עהֹ  אֶת־ראֹשֵֶ֔ א פַרְׁ ים יִשִָ֤ שֶת יָמִָ֗ לִֹ֣ וֹד׀ שְׁ עִ֣  בְׁ

ךֹ֖ עַל־כַנֵֶֶּּֽ֑ך  יבְׁ  וַהֲשִֶֽ

וֹ   יָדֵ֔ עהֹ  בְׁ נָתַתִָ֤ כוֹס־פַרְׁ וְׁ  

   Now within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head 

  and [logical sequence]  

   restore you to your place 

  and [logical sequence]  

   you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand (Gen. 40:13) 

י  קלִֵֹ֔ עו  בְׁ מְׁ וֹעַ תִשְׁ ה אִם־שָמִ֤ עַתָָ֗  וְׁ

י   רִיתִֵּ֑ ם אֶת־בְׁ תֶֹ֖ מַרְׁ  ושְׁ

ים  עַמִֵ֔ לָה  מִכָל־הִָ֣ גֻׁ י סְׁ יתֶם לִִ֤ יִ   וִהְׁ

Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice 

and keep My covenant, 

then you shall be a special treasure to me above all people. (Exod. 19:5) 

 

ד׃  ה׀ אֶחֶָֽ הוֵָ֥ ינו יְׁ ה אֱלֹהֵֹ֖ הוֵָ֥ ל יְׁ רָאֵֵּ֑ ע יִשְׁ מַֹ֖  שְׁ

ךֵ֥  בָבְׁ כָל־לְׁ יך בְׁ הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֶּ֑ ת יְׁ תֵָ֔ אֵֹ֖ הַבְׁ אִָ֣  וְׁ

ך׃   אֹדֶֶֽ כָל־מְׁ ךֹ֖ ובְׁ שְׁ כָל־נַפְׁ  ובְׁ

ך׃  בָבֶֶֽ וֹם עַל־לְׁ ךָ֛ הַיֹ֖ צַוְׁ י מְׁ ר אָנֹכִֹּ֧ לֶה אֲשֶ  ים הָאֵָ֗ בָרִִ֣ ו הַדְׁ הָיַּ֞  וְׁ

ך   בֵיתֶ  ךִ֤ בְׁ תְׁ שִבְׁ ם בְׁ תָֹ֖ בֵָּ֑ דִבַרְׁ יך וְׁ בָנֵֶ֔ ם לְׁ תִָ֣ שִנַנְׁ  וְׁ

רֶךְ   ךִ֣ בַדֵֶ֔ תְׁ לֶכְׁ  ובְׁ

ך׃   קומֶֶֽ ךֹ֖ ובְׁ בְׁ שָכְׁ בְׁ  וֶֽ

ך  וֹת עַל־יָדֵֶּ֑ אֹ֖ ם לְׁ תֵָ֥ שַרְׁ  וקְׁ

יך׃  ין עֵינֶֶֽ ת בֵֵ֥ טטָֹפֹֹ֖ ו לְׁ הָיֵ֥  וְׁ

יך׃  עָרֶֶֽ ך ובִשְׁ ת בֵיתֶֹ֖ זוזֵֹ֥ ם עַל־מְׁ תָָ֛ תַבְׁ  וכְׁ

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 

  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, 

   with all your soul, and with all your might. 

  And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart; 

  you shall teach them diligently to your children, 

  and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 

   when you walk by the way, 

   when you lie down, and when you rise up. 

  You shall bind then as a sign on your hand, 

  and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 

  You shall write them on the doorposts of your house 

   and on your gates. (Deut. 6:4-9) 
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ם   תָֹ֖ לָעִָ֣ אָמַרְׁ ךְ וְׁ  הַזֵֶּ֑ה לֵֵ֥

ינו   אַל־תָבִֵ֔ עַ  וְׁ ו שָמוֹ  עִ֤  שִמְׁ

עו׃   אַל־תֵדֶָֽ וֹ וְׁ ו רָאֹ֖ אֵ֥  ורְׁ

Go, and tell this people: 

Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 

Keep on seeing, but do not perceive. (Isa. 6:9) 

ךְ  י תֵלֵֵּ֑ תִֹ֖ אֶל־מוֹלַדְׁ י וְׁ צִָ֛  אֶל־אַרְׁ

ק׃  חֶָֽ יִצְׁ י לְׁ נִֵ֥ ה לִבְׁ תֵָ֥ אִשָֹ֖ לָקַחְׁ  וְׁ

You shall go to my country and to my kindred, 

and take a wife for my son Isaac. (Gen. 24:4) 

19.1.3.3 Consecutive imperatives: 

יִת  ו הַבֵָּ֑ נִ֣ ץ ובְׁ ם עֵֹ֖ ר וַהֲבֵאתֵֶ֥ ו הָהָָ֛  עֲלֵ֥

  Go up to the mountains! 

  and [logical sequence] 

  Bring wood! 

 and [logical sequence] 

  Build the temple! (Hag. 1:8) 

 Watts argued that these sentences are to be regarded as correlative action rather than con-

secutive.15 The correlative idea does seem to be present in Exod. 19:5, and Deut. 6:4, 6; but the 

consecutive idea is quite clear in Isa. 6:9 and Gen. 24:4. However, there is logical sequence evident 

in all, thus the consecutive idea must be maintained. 

 Some grammarians have gone to great detail to catalogue many varieties of Waw-consec-

utive sentences. However, it is only important at this point to observe that most types of sentences 

may be interrelated in this fashion, and that the common idea thus expressed is simple coordination 

with consecutive action. The distinctions they observe are due to the type of sentences and the 

semantic nuances involved, not due to anything inherent in the Waw consecutive itself. 

 19.1.3.4 The infinitive absolute may be used to continue a sequence of finite verbs, even 

with the nuance of consecution.16 But in this case, simple Waw conjunctive is used. 

  

 

15 Watts, 97. 

16 GKC § 113z, gg. 
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לֶךְ . . .    י הַמֶ֜ רֵ  או  סֹפְׁ  וַיִקָרְׁ

ים  . . .    פָרִ֜ וֹחַ סְׁ ל  נִשְׁ ב . . .   וְׁ   וַיִכָתִֵ֣
And the king’s scribes were called... 

And it was written... 

And letters were sent...17 (Est. 3:12-13) 

19.1.4. Disjunctive Coordination 

 Simple coordination with disjunctive action is expressed by the disjunctive conjunction oa 

(or). The sentences retain their initial word order. In this case the transformation takes on the spe-

cific form: 
 

 (1d) [Si, Sj] →    Si + Cc + Sj 

   or Cc + Si + Cc + Sj 

where Cc is ֹאו. The first option is used when the sentences express mutually exclusive alternatives, 

alternate possibilities in an uncertain situation, or the sentences express the same thought in alter-

nate words. The second option is used when the sentences express mutually exclusive alternatives; 

or alternate possibilities in an uncertain situation: whether . . . or. The conjunctions function as a 

pair. Hebrew has no conjunctions expressing neither . . . nor; it uses ֹגַם אוֹ . . . גַם או instead.  

Option one, mutually exclusive alternatives: 

ד  יש אֶחֵָ֔ בֵית  אִִ֣ ן לְׁ ךִ֣ כהֵָֹ֗ וֹב׀ הֱיוֹתְׁ  הֲטִ֣

ל׃   רָאֵֶֽ יִשְׁ ה בְׁ פָחָֹ֖ מִשְׁ בֶט ולְׁ שֵֵ֥ ן לְׁ ךִ֣ כהֵֵֹ֔ וֹ הֱיוֹתְׁ  אַ֚

    Is it better that you be a priest to the household of one man, 
or that you be a priest to a tribe and a family in Israel? (Judg.18:19) 

אָדָם֒  ם פֶה֘ לֶָֽ י שִָ֣  מִִ֣

ום אִלֵֵ֔  י־יָשִ֣ וֹ מִֶֽ וֹ עִוֵֵּ֑ר אַ֚ חַ אִ֣ וֹ פִקֵֹ֖ ש אֵ֥ וֹ חֵרֵֵ֔  ם אִ֣

ה׃   הוֶָֽ י יְׁ א אָנֹכִֹ֖ ֵֹ֥  הֲל

Who has made man’s mouth? 

Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? 

Have not I, the LORD? (Exod. 4:11) 

  

 

17 The infinitive absolute often substitutes for a finite verb in Esther. 
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יו    עַל־בָנָ֜ ן וְׁ  ֹ הָיו  עַל־אַהֲר  וְׁ

ד   הֶל מוֹעֵָ֗ ם׀ אֶל־אִֹ֣ באִָֹ֣ בְׁ  

דֶש   ת בַקֵֹ֔ שָרִֵ֣ חַ  לְׁ בֵ  ם אֶל־הַמִזְׁ תִָ֤ גִשְׁ וֹ בְׁ    אִ֣

They shall be on Aaron and his sons 

when they come into the tabernacle of meeting, 

or when they come near the altar to minister in the holy place18 (Exod. 28:43) 

ד  בְׁ  הֶל מוֹעֵָ֛ ם אֶל־אֹֹּ֧    . . .באַָֹּ֞

ת   שָרֵֵ֔ חַ  לְׁ בֵ  ם אֶל־הַמִזְׁ תִָ֤ גִשְׁ וֹ בְׁ  . . . אִ֣

    When they go into the tabernacle of meeting . . . 
or when they come near the altar to minister . . .(Exod. 30:20) 

ה  . . .      וֹל אָלֵָ֔ עָה  קִ֣ מְׁ שֶָֽ א וְׁ י־תֶחֱטָָ֗ נִֶ֣פֶש כִֶֽ  וְׁ

ר טָמֵא֒  . . .        כָל־דָבִָ֣ ר תִגַע֘ בְׁ פֶש אֲשִֶ֣ וֹ נֶָ֗  אִ֣

ם  . . .      ת אָדֵָ֔ אִַ֣ מְׁ טֻׁ י יִגַע  בְׁ וֹ כִִ֤  אִ֣

יִם    פָתַ֜ א בִשְׁ בַטֵ  י תִשָבַע  לְׁ פֶש כִִ֣ וֹ נֶֶּ֡ . . .   אִ֣  

If a person sins in the hearing of an oath . . . 

Or if a person touches any unclean thing . . . 

Or if he touches human uncleanness . . . 

Or if a person swears, speaking thoughtlessly with his lips . . .(Lev. 5:1-4) 

Option two, alternate possibilities: 

ט הַזֶֹ֖ה יֵעֵָ֥  פֵָ֥ ת יִגֵָּ֑ח כַמִשְׁ ן יִגָֹ֖ח אוֹ־בִַ֣ וֹ׃ אוֹ־בֵֵ֥  שֶה לֶֽ

Whether it has gored a son, 

or it has gored a daughter, 

according to this judgment it shall be done to him. (Exod. 21:31) 

נו  בֵֶּ֑ א תִקֳּ ִֹ֣ ב ל  גַם־קֹֹ֖

נו׃   בָרֲכֶֶֽ א תְׁ ֵֹ֥ ךְ ל  גַם־בָרֵֹ֖

Neither curse them at all, 

nor bless them at all! (Num. 23:25) 

19.1.5 Adversative Coordination 

 Simple coordination with adversative action is expressed by one of the adversative con-

junctions. The sentences are of equal hierarchy but opposing or contrary meaning. In this case the 

transformation takes on the specific form: 

 (1e) [Si, Sj]  →  Si + Cc + Sj 

 

18 In both this example and the next, the two disjunctive clauses have been transformed into their infinitive 

form. 
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where Cc is  אֲבָל (but) when Sj is a sentence in opposition to Si, or it expresses a contrary thought 

or one contrary to expectation. 

ו  א רָאֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ י ל ו עִמִֵ֔ ר הָיִ֣ הָאֲנָשִים  אֲשִֶ֣ ה וְׁ אֵָּ֑  אֶת־הַמַרְׁ

ם   ה עֲלֵיהֵֶ֔ לִָ֣ דלָֹה  נָפְׁ ה גְׁ ל חֲרָדִָ֤  אֲבָָ֗

The men that were with me did not see the vision; 

but a great terror fell upon them. (Dan. 10:7) 

ה׃  הוֶָֽ נֵֹ֖י יְׁ צֶף מִלִפְׁ יך קֵֶ֔  ובָזאֹת  עָלִֶ֣

ךְ  . . .      ו עִמֵָּ֑ אִ֣ צְׁ ים נִמְׁ ים טוֹבִֹ֖ בָרִֵ֥ ל דְׁ  אֲבַָּ֕

Therefore, the wrath of the LORD is upon you. 

Nevertheless good things are found in you . . .(2 Chr. 19:2-3) 

 

וֹן   עֵּ֑ גִבְׁ ר בְׁ ה אֲשִֶ֣ וֹ לַבָמָֹ֖ ל עִמֵ֔ כָל־הַקָהִָ֣ לֹמֹה  וְׁ ו שְׁ כָ֗  וַיֵלְׁ

ים  אֱלֹהִֵ֔ הֶל מוֹעֵד  הֶָֽ ה אִֹ֤ ם הָיָָ֗  כִי־שִָ֣

ר׃   בֶָֽ הוָֹ֖ה בַמִדְׁ בֶד־יְׁ ה עֶֶֽ ה מֹשֵֶ֥ ר עָשָָ֛  אֲשֵֶ֥

ים  עָרִֵ֔ יִַ֣ת יְׁ ה דָוִיד  מִקִרְׁ וֹן הָאֱלֹהִים  הֶעֱלִָ֤ ל אֲרִ֤  אֲבָָ֗

ם׃  הֶל בִירושָלֶָֽ וֹ אֹֹ֖ טָה־לָ֛ י נֶָֽ יד כִֹּ֧ וֹ דָוִֵּ֑ ין לֹ֖ הֵכִֵ֥  בֶַֽ

  Then Solomon, and all the congregation with him,  

   went to the high place that was at Gibeon;  

  for the tabernacle of meeting with God was there, 

  which Moses the servant of the LORD had made in the wilderness. 

  But David had brought up the ark of God from Kirjath Jearim 

   to the place David had prepared for it, 

  for he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem. (2 Chr. 1:3-4) 

ה  הוֵָ֔ ח יְׁ בִַ֣  וַיָכֶן אֶת־מִזְׁ

חֵֵ֥   יו זִבְׁ ח עָלֵָ֔ בִַ֣ ה וַיִזְׁ תוֹדֵָּ֑ ים וְׁ לָמִֹ֖  י שְׁ

ל׃   רָאֵֶֽ י יִשְׁ הוָֹ֖ה אֱלֹהֵֵ֥ וֹד אֶת־יְׁ ה לַעֲבַּ֕ יהודֵָ֔ יאֹמֶר  לִֶֽ  וַ 

וֹת ים בַבָמֵּ֑ חִֹ֖ ם זבְֹׁ וֹד הָעֵָ֔  אֲבָל  עִ֣

ם׃   ה אֱלֹהֵיהֶֶֽ ק לַיהוֵָ֥  רַֹ֖

He also repaired the altar of the LORD, 

sacrificed peace offerings and thank offerings on it, 

and commanded Judah to serve the LORD God of Israel. 

Nevertheless the people still sacrificed on the high places, 

but only to the LORD. (2 Chr. 33:16-17) 

 Sometimes Cc is אולָם (but) when more emphasis is required.  
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ל    דֵָּ֑ וא יִגְׁ גַם־הִ֣ וְׁ  

נו   ל מִמֵֶ֔ דִַ֣ יו הַקָטןֹ  יִגְׁ ם אָחִִ֤ אולָָ֗   וְׁ

And he also shall be great; 

but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he. 

(Gen. 48:19) 

י תִי אֶת־יָדִֵ֔ חְׁ י עַתָה  שָלִַ֣  כִִ֤

בֶר   ךֹ֖ בַדֵָּ֑ ת־עַמְׁ אֶֶֽ ךָ֛ וְׁ ךְ אוֹתְׁ  וָאֵַ֥

רֶץ׃  ד מִן־הָאֶָֽ  וַתִכָחֵֹ֖

יך תִֵ֔ ור זאֹת  הֶעֱמַדְׁ ם בַעֲבֵ֥ אולָָ֗  וְׁ

י  ךִ֣ אֶת־כחִֵֹּ֑ אֹתְׁ ור הַרְׁ  בַעֲבֹ֖

רֶץ׃   כָל־הָאֶָֽ י בְׁ מִֹ֖ ר שְׁ עַן סַפֵֵ֥ מַָ֛  ולְׁ

Now if I had stretched out My hand 

and struck you and your people with pestilence, 

then you would have been cut off from the earth. 

But indeed for this purpose I have raised you up, 

that I may show my power in you, 

and that My name may be declared in all the earth. (Exod. 9:15-16) 

תָ    כְׁ ה יָדָיו  בֵרֵַ֔ רֶץ׃מעֲשִֵ֤ ץ בָאֶָֽ נֵֹ֖הו פָרֵַ֥     ומִקְׁ

וֹ   כָל־אֲשֶר־לֵּ֑ גַֹ֖ע בְׁ ךֵ֔ וְׁ ֶּֽדְׁ ח־נִָ֣א יֶָֽ לֶַֽ ֶֽ אולָם  שְׁ  וְׁ

ךָ׃  בָרֲכֶֶֽ א עַל־פָנֶֹ֖יך יְׁ ֵֹ֥  אִם־ל

You have blessed the works of his hands, 

and his possessions have increased in the land. 

But now, stretch out Your hand 

and touch all that he has, 

and he will surely curse You to Your face. (Job 1:10-11) 

 Cc is כִי־אִם (but) when Sj is in antithesis to a negated Si. 

ךֹ֖ זֵֶּ֑ה  ירָשְׁ א יִֶֽ ֵֹ֥  ל

ך׃   ירָשֶֶֽ וא יִֶֽ יך הֹ֖ א מִמֵעֵֶ֔ ר יֵצִֵ֣  כִי־אִם  אֲשִֶ֣

This one shall not be your heir, 

but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir. 

(Gen. 15:4) 

19.1.6 Comparative Coordination 

 Simple coordination with comparative action is expressed by comparative conjunctions (§ 

9.2.4). Comparative conjunctions compare the thought of one word, phrase, or sentence with that 

of another word, phrase, or sentence. In this case the transformation takes on the specific form: 
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 (1f) [Sd, Si]  → Si + Cs + Sd 

                          or Cs
b + Si + Cs + Sd

a 

The following are the principal comparative conjunctions in Hebrew: 

(a)    ר. . .  כֵן  just as...(so)—this pair of conjunctions compares two sentences on an—כַאֲשֶֹ֖

equal basis. The second conjunction may be omitted. 

(b) כֵן   . . . כְׁ   —as...so—this pair of conjunctions compares one word, phrase, or sentence 

with another on a similar but not necessarily equal basis. 

(c)  מִן—more than—compares one word, phrase, or sentence as superior to another; if the 

thing compared is a universal statement, the conjunction expresses the superlative 

degree of comparison. 

 Sentences may be compared on the basis of any common element or feature, and they may 

have six degrees of comparison: (1) the superlative degree, (2) the superior degree, (3) the similar 

degree, (4) the same degree, (5) the inferior degree, and (6) the most inferior degree. 

 Typical common elements that are compared are participants, predicates, attributes, and 

adverbial modifiers such as manner, means, cause, reason, purpose, time, place, and so forth. Typ-

ical common features that are compared are truth, certainty, and figurative representation. The 

following is a list of various types of comparisons that can be made between sentences: 

(1) Two subjects compared with respect to a common predicate. 

(2) Two objects compared with respect to a common subject and verb. 

(3) A statement compared with itself under different circumstances. 

(4) Two subjects and objects compared with respect to a common verb. 

(5) A statement compared with another of the same kind. 

(6) A statement compared with its counter-statement, contradiction, alternative, or adver-

sative. 

(7) A figure of speech compared with its counterpart. 

 Frequently comparative sentence pairs of types (1) through (3) are condensed to a single 

sentence with a comparative phrase; but the condensing may not be possible in some cases, or may 

purposely be left undone for the sake of emphasis. The condensing of types (4) through (7) is more 

difficult and found less often. The following are examples of condensed sentence pairs: 

 Type 1: Comparison of two subjects with a common predicate: 
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ר     נו  כָל־זָכֵָ֔ וֹל לָ  הִמֵ֥ ר  בְׁ ים׃כַאֲשֶֹ֖ ם נִמֹלִֶֽ    הֵֵ֥

Every male among us is circumcised 

as [comparison of equality] 

they are circumcised. (Gen. 34:22) 

יתו    חִִ֣ הִשְׁ בו  וְׁ ם מֵֶֽ יָשֻׁ     אֲבוֹתֵָ֔

They reverted and behaved more corruptly than their fathers. (Judg. 2:19) 

[Condensed from “They reverted and behaved corruptly  

more than their fathers reverted and behaved corruptly.”] 

 

י  ר כִִ֣ ה כַאֲשִֶ֣ רֶץ הַחֲדָשָ֜ הָאָ  דָשִים וְׁ חֳּ יִם הֶַ֠  הַשָמִַ֣

הוֵָּ֑ה   ם־יְׁ אֻׁ י נְׁ פָנַֹ֖ ים לְׁ דִֵ֥ ה עמְֹׁ י עשֶָֹ֛ ר אֲנִֵ֥  אֲשֶ 

ן   ם׃כֵָ֛ כֶֶֽ שִמְׁ ם וְׁ עֲכֶֹ֖ ד זַרְׁ  יַעֲמֵֹ֥

 “As the new heavens and the new earth 

Which I have made shall remain before Me,” says the LORD, 

“So shall your descendants and your name remain.” (Isa. 66:22) 

ל דָוִד   ול מִ  שָכִַ֤ י שָאֵ֔ דִֵ֣  כלֹ  עַבְׁ

David behaved more wisely than all the servants of Saul. (1 Sam. 18:30) 

[Condensed from “David behaved wisely more than all the servants of Saul behaved wisely.”] 

אֹם     ץמִ ולְׁ ם יֶֶֽאֱמֵָ֔ אִֹ֣    לְׁ

one people shall be stronger than the other. (Gen. 25:23) 

[Condensed from “One people shall be strong more than the other people shall be strong.”] 

לו מִ  ים קֵַ֔ שָרִִ֣ רו׃ מֵ נְׁ וֹת גָבֵֶֽ  אֲרָיֹ֖

They were swifter than eagles, 

They were stronger than lions. (2 Sam. 1:23) 

[Condensed from “They were swift more than eagles are swift,” 

and “They were strong more than lions are strong.”] 

 Type 2: Comparison of predicate objects: 

ים       לֶךְ אֶת־אֶסְׁ תֵר  מִ כָל־הַנָשִֵ֔ ב הַמִֶ֤  וַיֶאֱהַ 
The king loved Esther more than all the other women. (Est. 2:17) 

[Condensed from “The king loved Esther more than the king loved all the other women.] 

ל    ם־אֶת־רָחֵֹ֖ ב גֶַֽ ה מִ וַיֶאֱהֵַ֥    לֵאֵָּ֑

He also loved Rachel more than Leah. (Gen. 29:30) 

[Condensed from “He loved Rachel more than he loved Leah.”] 

 Type 3: A statement compared with itself under different circumstances: 
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וֹ יוֹמֵ֔ וֹם בְׁ בַר־יִ֣ ו מַעֲשֵיכֶם  דְׁ  כַלִ֤

ר   בֶן׃ כַאֲשֶֹ֖ וֹת הַתֶֶֽ יֵ֥  בִהְׁ

 Fulfill your work, your daily quota, 

as [comparison of equality] 

when there was straw. (Exod. 5:13) 

[Condensed from “Fulfill your work, your daily quota, 

as you fulfilled your daily work quota when there was straw.”] 

 Type 4: A statement is compared with its complement.  

 Commandment-execution: 

ה  קֵבֵָּ֑ ר ונְׁ ה זָכִָ֣ חַ אֶל־הַתֵבָֹ֖ או אֶל־נָֹ֛ יִם בָֹּ֧ נַ֜ יִם שְׁ נַ   שְׁ

ר   אֲשֶָ֛ חַ׃ כֶַֽ ים אֶת־נֶֹֽ ה אֱלֹהִֹ֖  צִוֵָ֥

Two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male and female, 

as God had commanded Noah. (Gen. 7:9) 

 

ר בֵָּ֑ ךְ בַמִדְׁ ים נֵלֵֹ֖ שֶת יָמִֵ֔ לִֹ֣ רֶךְ שְׁ  דֶַ֚

ינו   יהוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֵ֔ נו  לֶַֽ חְׁ זָבַ   וְׁ

ר   ינו׃ כַאֲשֶֹ֖ ר אֵלֵֶֽ  יאֹמֵַ֥

We will go three days journey into the wilderness 

and sacrifice to the LORD our God 

as He will command us. (Exod. 8:23) 

 Messenger-message:  

ר   כֶם  דָבֵָ֔ י אֶתְׁ ר וַהֲשִבתִִֹ֤ י כַאֲשֶָ֛ הוָֹ֖ה אֵלֵָּ֑ ר יְׁ דַבֵֵ֥  יְׁ

I will bring back word to you 

as the LORD speaks to me. (Num. 22:8) 

 Crime-punishment:  

ר    יתִי  כַאֲשִֶ֣ ן עָשִֵ֔ ים כֵֵ֥ י אֱלֹהִֵּ֑    שִלַם־לִֹ֖

  As I have done,  

so God has repaid me. (Judg. 1:7) 

 Type 5: A statement is compared with another of the same kind.  

פֶש כַאֲשֶר   וֹ נֵֶ֔ צָחִ֣ הו  ורְׁ יש עַל־רֵעֵ  ום אִִ֤  יָק 

ן    ה׃ כֵֹ֖ ר הַזֶֶֽ  הַדָבֵָ֥

Just as when a man rises against his neighbor and kills him, 

even so is this matter. (Deut. 22:26) 

 Type 6: A statement is compared with its contradiction. The significant thought involved 

in the contradiction must be stated.  
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י  וֹת אֶת־כָל־חַֹ֖ הַכֵ֥ וֹד לְׁ ף עָ֛ א־אֹסִֵ֥ ֶֹֽ ל  וְׁ

ר   אֲשֵֶ֥ יתִי׃ כֶַֽ  עָשִֶֽ

Nor will I again destroy every living thing 

as I have done. (Gen. 8:21) 

 Type 7: A figure of speech is compared with its counterpart.  

 Metaphor: 

מוֹ  כִ    ואכֶן שְׁ   ־הֵ֔
As his name is, so is he. (1 Sam. 25:25) 

 Simile: 

ר  כַ  יִַ֣ד הַיוֹצֵֵ֔ מֶר  בְׁ  חֹ 

ל׃ ס כֵן רָאֵֶֽ ית יִשְׁ י בֵֵ֥ יָדִֹ֖ ם בְׁ  ־אַתֵֶ֥

As the clay is in the potter’s hand, 

so are you in My hand, O house of Israel. (Jer. 18:6) 

רֶץ יִם מֵאֵָּ֑ ו שָמַֹ֖ הֵ֥ י־גָבְׁ  כִֶֽ

ן    ם כִֵ֣ כֵיכֵֶ֔ רָכַי  מִדַרְׁ ו דְׁ הִ֤  גָבְׁ

ם׃   בתֵֹיכֶֶֽ שְׁ י מִמַחְׁ בתַֹֹ֖ שְׁ  ומַחְׁ

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

So are My ways higher than your ways, 

And My thoughts than your thoughts. (Isa. 55:9) 

ה  ם כְׁ הִנֵ  דוֹנֵיהֶָ֗ ים אֶל־יִַ֤ד אֲֶֽ  עֵינֵ֪י עֲבָדִֶּ֡

עֵ  הּ כְׁ תֵָ֥ רְׁ בִִּ֫ חָה֘ אֶל־יַ֪ד גְׁ  ינִֵ֣י שִפְׁ

ן   ינוכִֵ֣ הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֵּ֑ ינֵינו אֶל־יְׁ  עֵֶּ֭

Behold as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, 

As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

So our eyes look to the LORD our God. (Psa. 123:2) 

19.1.7 Juxtaposition 

 Sometimes Hebrew, like English, does not use a conjunction to connect sentences, instead, 

they stand in juxtaposition (side-by-side).19 Sentences in juxtaposition may be regarded as having 

a zero conjunction, that is, Cc = . Coordinate sentences may stand in juxtaposition whenever the 

coordinate relationship of the sentences is clearly understood from the sense of the sentences 

 

19  The omission of a conjunction is called asyndeton. The omission may be regarded as the result of a deletion 

transformation (§ 19.4). 
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themselves. This is true whether the coordination is conjunctive, disjunctive, or adversative. In this 

case, the transformation takes the specific form: 

 (1g) [Si, Sj]  →  Si +  + Sj 

 Juxtaposition of phrases and sentences: 

א  וֹי חֹטֵָ֗ וֹי׀ גִ֣  הִ֣

בֶד  ם כִֶ֣  עָוֵֹ֔ן  עַַ֚

ים   רֵעִֵ֔  זִֶֶּֽ֣רַע מְׁ

ים   חִיתִֵּ֑ ים מַשְׁ  בָנִֹ֖

ה   הוָָ֗ ו אֶת־יְׁ בִ֣  עָזְׁ

ל   רָאֵֹ֖ וֹש יִשְׁ דֵ֥ ו אֶת־קְׁ אֲצָ֛  נִֶֽ

וֹר׃   רו אָחֶֽ  נָזֵֹ֥

Alas, sinful nation, 

A people laden with iniquity, 

A brood of evil doers, 

Children who are corrupters! 

They have forsaken the LORD, 

They have provoked to anger 

The Holy One of Israel, 

They have turned away backwards. (Isa. 1:4) 

 Coordinating conjunctions may join more than two sentences, or sentence clusters; if so, 

and the type of coordination is the same for all, then all the conjunctions but the last may be omit-

ted. Hebrew repeats the coordinating conjunctions more often than English does in this circum-

stance.  

19.2 The Subordination Transformation 

 The subordination of sentences originates from the relationship Si|Sd which is interpreted 

as “sentence Si such that sentence Sd is true.” Si is an independent sentence, and Sd is a dependent 

sentence that defines some adverbial restraint on Si. The subordinate transformation joins an inde-

pendent sentence (or cluster) to its dependent subordinate sentence (or cluster) by means of appro-

priate subordinating conjunction(s), and identifies the sequence as a cluster. The subordinate trans-

formation has the following form: 

 

 (2) [Sd, Si]  → Si + Cs + Sd 

                          or Cs
b + Si + Cs + Sd

a 
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where Sd is the dependent sentence (sometimes called the apodosis) and Si the independent sen-

tence (sometimes called the protasis), Cs is the appropriate subordinating conjunction.20 The first 

option is used when Si has first position prominence and only one conjunction is required for ex-

pressing the subordinate relationship. The second is used when Sd has first position and the con-

junctions function in pairs. The student should consult Chapter 9 for a description of subordinating 

conjunctions. As in the case of coordinate sentences, Cs may be juxtaposition () when the seman-

tic sense of the context implies subordination. 

 Whenever one sentence is dependent upon another, a subordinating conjunction introduces 

the dependent sentence in order to express the kind of dependency involved. There are at least 

seven principal dependencies employed in Hebrew: (1) temporal, (2) result-consequence, (3) rea-

son-result/cause-consequence, (4) purpose-result, (5) manner-means, (6) conditional, and (7) sub-

ordinate infinitive sentence. Dependent sentences function adverbially; they answer the standard 

adverbial questions.  

19.2.1 Temporal 

 Temporal conjunctions (§ 9.3.1) specify some time dependency between the two sentences. 

The following are the most common temporal conjunctions: 

ר    ד אֲשֶר   when—   כַאֲשֵֶ֥  until— עִַ֣

טֶרֶם     before—   מִטֶרֶם   before—  בְׁ

ל    מואֵֵ֔ עֵינִֵ֣י שְׁ  וַיִֵֶּֽ֤רַע הַדָבָר  בְׁ

ר   נו כַאֲשִֶ֣ טֵֵּ֑ שָפְׁ לֶךְ לְׁ נו מֶֹ֖ נָה־לֵָ֥ ו תְׁ רֵ֔    אָמְׁ

But the thing displeased Samuel 

when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” 

(1 Sam. 8:6) 

19.2.2 Result-Consequence 

 Result-consequence conjunctions (§ 9.3.2) specify that one sentence is the result or conse-

quence of the other which in turn is the cause for the companion sentence. These conjunctions 

appear only between an independent sentence and its dependent sentence. The following are the 

more common result-reason conjunctions: 

 lest— פֶן   therefore—לָכֵן   

 

20 The conjunctions Cs
a and Cs

b operate as pairs, Cs
a introduces the dependent clause and Cs

b introduces the 

independent clause. Sometimes Cs
b is first. 
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 (1) Cause-result conjunctions answer the question “with what result?” The relationship is 

more one of direct cause and effect than of remote cause and effect. The latter may be regarded 

more as a consequence than as an effect. 

ר׃ בֶָֽ ן בַמִדְׁ חָָ֗ לְׁ ךְ שֻׁ֜ ל לַעֲרֵֹ֥ וכַל אֵֵּ֑ רו הֲיִ֣ מְׁ  . . . אֶָּ֭

ן   רלָכִֵ֤ עַבֵָ֥ ֶּֽיִתְׁ ה וֶַֽ הוָָ֗ ע יְׁ   ׀ שָמֵַ֥

They said, “Can God prepare a table in the wilderness...?” [cause] 

Therefore 

the LORD heard this and was furious. [result] 

(Psa. 78:19-21) 

 (2) Cause-consequence conjunctions answer the question “with what consequence?” The 

relationship is more one of indirect or remote cause and effect than of direct cause and effect. The 

latter may be regarded more as a result than as a consequence. 

ים  ים אֲחֵרִֵּ֑ ו אֱלֹהִִ֣ דֹ֖ י וַתַעַבְׁ ם אוֹתִֵ֔ תִֶ֣ אַתֶם  עֲזַבְׁ  וְׁ

ן    ם׃ לָכֵֵ֥ כֶֶֽ יעַ אֶתְׁ הוֹשִֵ֥ יף לְׁ א־אוֹסִֹ֖ ֶֹֽ  ל

You have forsaken Me and served other gods. [cause] 

Therefore 

I will deliver you no more. [consequence] 

(Judg. 10:13) 

 (3) The conjunction LEST expresses the undesirable result, alternative, or consequence, 

answering the question “why not?”  

וֹ  ו בֵּ֑ עֹ֖ א תִגְׁ ֵֹ֥ ל נו וְׁ לו  מִמֵֶ֔ אכְׁ ֶֹֽ א ת ִֹ֤  ל

ון׃ פֶן  תֶֽ מֻׁ  ־תְׁ

You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, [prohibited cause] 

lest 

you die. [undesirable consequence] (Gen. 3:3) 

19.2.3 Reason-Result/Cause-Consequence 

 Reason-result conjunctions (§ 9.3.3) specify that one clause is the reason for another clause 

which is the result of the companion clause. Cause-consequence conjunctions specify that one 

clause is the cause of another clause which is the consequence of the companion clause.  These 

conjunctions introduce the dependent clause, although the independent clause may appear before 

the dependent clause for the sake of prominence. Note that reason-result conjunctions and cause-

consequence conjunctions are interrelated; it is not unusual to find them mixed in a statement like 

“Because . . . therefore . . . .” For example: “Because you did not obey the voice of the LORD nor 

execute His fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this thing to you this day” 

(1 Sam. 28:18). The following is a list of the more prominent cause-reason conjunctions: 
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 therefore— עַל־כֵן  therefore— לָכֵן  

 because— כַאֲשֶר  because— כִי 

נֵי אֲשֶר    because— מִפְׁ

 (1) Reason-result conjunctions answer the question “why, for what reason?” as distin-

guished from a cause. 

ג  לֵָּ֑ קְׁ וא אֶת־צִֶֽ וֹם הַהֹ֖ יש בַיֵ֥ וֹ אָכִָ֛  וַיִתֶן־לֵ֥

ן    ה׃ לָכֵַּ֞ וֹם הַזֶֶֽ ד הַיֵ֥ ה עַֹ֖ הודֵָ֔ י יְׁ כִֵ֣ מַלְׁ לַג  לְׁ קְׁ ה צִֶֽ תִָ֤  הָיְׁ

  Achish gave him Ziklag that day. [reason] 

 Therefore  

  Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah  

  to this day. [result] (1 Sam.  27:6)  

ן לָכִֶ֣ם הַשַבָת֒  הוָה֘ נָתִַ֣  יְׁ

ן    יִם עַל־כֵֶ֠ י לִֶ֣חֶם יוֹמֵָּ֑ וֹם הַשִשִֹ֖ ם בַיֵ֥ ן לָכֶָ֛ וא נֹתֵֵ֥ הִ֣  
  The LORD has given you the Sabbath; [reason] 

 therefore  

  He gives you on the sixth day bread for two days. [result] (Exod. 16:29) 

ן  בַע עַל־כֵָ֗ ר שֵָּ֑ אִֵ֣ וא בְׁ וֹם הַהֹ֖ א לַמָקֵ֥  קָרָָ֛

י   ם׃ כִָ֛ נֵיהֶֶֽ ו שְׁ עֹ֖ בְׁ ם נִשְׁ  שֵָ֥

 Therefore 

  he called that place Beersheba, [result] 

 because  

  the two of them swore an oath there. [reason] 

  (Gen. 21:31) 

ר   ה כַאֲשִֶ֤ הוֵָ֔ וֹל יְׁ קִ֣ תָ  בְׁ עְׁ א־שָמַ  ֶֹֽ  ל

ק  וֹ בַעֲמָלֵֵּ֑ יתָ חֲרוֹן־אַפֹ֖ א־עָשִֵ֥ ֶֹֽ ל  וְׁ

ה׃ עַל־כֵן     וֹם הַזֶֶֽ הוָֹ֖ה הַיֵ֥ ךֵ֥ יְׁ ה־לְׁ ה עָשֶָֽ ר הַזֵֶ֔  הַדָבִָ֣

 Because  

  you did not obey the voice of the LORD 

  nor execute His fierce wrath upon Amalek, [reason] 

 therefore 

  the LORD has done this thing to you this day. [result] 

  (1 Sam. 28:18) 

 (2) Cause-Consequence conjunctions answer the question “how, by what cause?” as dis-

tinguished from grounds or a logical reason. 
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וֹ  לֵ֔ ן כֻׁ ר סִינַי  עָשִַ֣ הִַ֤  וְׁ

ר   נֵי אֲשֶ  פְׁ ש מִֶ֠ הוָֹ֖ה בָאֵֵּ֑ יו יְׁ ד עָלָָ֛ יָרֵַ֥  

  Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, [consequence] 

 because  

  the LORD descended upon it in fire. [cause]  (Exod. 19:18)  

19.2.4 Purpose-Intended Result 

 Purpose-result conjunctions (§ 9.3.4) specify that one sentence is the purpose or intended 

result of the other sentence. Purpose conjunctions answer the question “why, for what purpose?” 

The following are the most common purpose-result conjunctions: 

עַן  מ   that, in order that—בַעֲבור that, in order that—לְׁ

 

תְׁ  תִי אֵָּ֑ רִי־נָֹ֖א אֲחִֹ֣  אִמְׁ

עַן    מַ  ךְ לְׁ י בַעֲבורֵֵ֔ יטַב־לִִ֣  יִֶֽ

  Please say you are my sister, 

 that [purpose] 

  it may be well with me for your sake. [intended result] (Gen. 12:13) 

י ח מִיָדִֵּ֑ ת תִקַֹ֖ בָשֵֹ֔ בַע כְׁ  כִי אֶת־שִֶ֣

ה   עֵדֵָ֔ י לְׁ יֶה־לִִ֣ הְׁ בַעֲבור  תִֶֽ  

  You will take these seven ewe lambs from my hand,  

 that [purpose] 

  they may be my witness... (intended result) (Gen. 21:30) 

19.2.5 Manner-Means 

 Manner-means conjunctions (§ 9.3.5) specify that one sentence defines the manner or 

means whereby the other sentence is accomplished. Manner conjunctions answer the question 

“how, in what manner?” The following is the common manner-means conjunction:  

 thus; so—כֵן 

ת  ת אֶל־אֶחֵָּ֑ ת אַחַֹ֖ לָבֵֹ֔ שֻׁ ד מְׁ אֶחֵָ֔ רֶש  הֶָֽ ת לַקֶ  י יָדָֹ֗ תִֵ֣  שְׁ

ן   ן׃ כִֵ֣ כֶָֽ י הַמִשְׁ שֵֵ֥ ל קַרְׁ כֹֹ֖ ה לְׁ  עָשֵָ֔

Each board had two tenons for binding one to another. 

Thus [in this manner] 

he made for all the boards of the Tabernacle. (Exod. 36:22) 

19.2.6 Conditional Conjunctions 

 Conditional conjunctions (§ 9.3.6) specify some logical dependency between two sen-

tences, which dependency usually can be expressed by the conjunctions if and then—that is, if 
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Sentence-A, then Sentence-B. The “if sentence” (Sentence-A) is called the protasis, and the “then 

sentence” (Sentence-B) is called the apodosis. The “if sentence” (protasis) declares some condition 

under which the “then sentence” (apodosis) may be regarded as true. Such a pair of sentences is 

called a “conditional” sentence.21 Conditional sentences are part of the language of logical reason-

ing. The verbal aspect is governed by the expectation of the semantics of the local context. 

ך אִםוְׁ  כָרֵֶ֔ יִֶ֣ה שְׁ דִים  יִהְׁ ר עֲקֻׁ ה יאֹמַָ֗  ־כִֹ֣

ים׃ וְׁ  דִֶֽ אן עֲקֻׁ ֹֹ֖ ו כָל־הַצ דֵ֥  יָלְׁ

  If he said thus: “The speckled shall be your wages,” 

 then  

  all the flock bore speckled. (Gen. 31:8) 

 The truth or falsity of the apodosis is dependent on the truth or falsity of the protasis. The 

condition (protasis) may be true-to-fact or contrary-to-fact. A true-to-fact condition is one that 

corresponds to reality, referring to what has actually happened or to what could actually happen. 

Whereas, a contrary-to-fact condition is one that does not correspond to reality, referring to what 

has not actually happened or to what could not happen. For example, the condition if the moon 

turns to cheese is a contrary-to-fact condition, because it states a condition that cannot happen. 

Whereas the condition if a man sins is a true-to-fact condition, because it states a condition that 

can and has happened. 

 The truth of the condition (protasis) may have one of several degrees of certainty (proba-

bility). The condition may be regarded by the writer or speaker as certainly true (or false); in this 

case the author or speaker implies that the consequence (apodosis) is certainly true (or false). The 

condition may be regarded as only potentially true (or false), depending on extenuating circum-

stances; in this case the writer or speaker implies that the consequence is potentially true (or false), 

depending on the circumstances. The condition may be regarded as only hypothetically true (or 

false), that is, it could possibly be true (or false), but not likely so; in this case the writer or speaker 

implies that the consequence is regarded as not likely true (or false). The degree of certainty is 

determined primarily by the aspect and mood of the sentences, not exclusively by the conjunctions.  

 The protasis may express the exclusive condition under which the consequence (apodosis) 

can be true. Likewise, the protasis may express a non-exclusive condition under which the conse-

quence may be true; in this case, the apodosis could be true under other conditions than that ex-

pressed by the protasis.  

 

21 GKC § 159. 
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 The kind of affirmation, that is, whether the condition is regarded as true or false, is indi-

cated by the conjunction used and by the sense of the sentences and their context. The following 

are the prominent conditional conjunctions:22 

 if—introduces the simple condition, whether exclusive or non-exclusive, under—אִם

which the apodosis could be true. 

 only if—introduces the exclusive condition under which the apodosis could be—רַק אִם

true. 

 .unless—introduces the exclusive negative condition, being the equivalent of if not—כִי אִם

It specifies the exclusive condition that would negate the consequence (apodosis). 

 if—introduces a positive contrary-to-fact condition under which the apodosis could be—לו

true; but because the condition is contrary-to-fact, the apodosis is regarded as false. 

 if not—introduces a negative contrary-to-fact protasis. It specifies the exclusive—לולֵי 

condition that will negate the independent sentence. 

 Conditional conjunctions declare some logical relationship between the protasis and apod-

osis. The relationship may be one of cause-effect, reason-result, or means-result; or it may declare 

that the truth or certainty of the protasis somehow determines the truth or certainty of the apodosis. 

Used rhetorically, the conditional sentence may be almost the equivalent of a comparative. 

 There are four types of conditional sentences, not taking into account the degrees of cer-

tainty, or the fact that they may be true-to-fact or contrary-to-fact: (a) non-exclusives, (b) exclu-

sives, (c) exceptions, and (d) concessions. 

 (1) For the non-exclusive conditional, the protasis is a condition the truth of which deter-

mines the affirmation or denial of the apodosis, but it is not necessarily the exclusive condition. 

However, used rhetorically, a non-exclusive conditional sentence does not imply the possibility of 

alternative conditions that could cause the consequence to be true (as would be the case in a purely 

logical conditional).  

  

 

22 These conjunctions introduce the conditional protasis; the apodosis may be introduced by Waw conjunc-

tive, by Waw consecutive, by גַם, or by juxtaposition.   
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ך אִםוְׁ  כָרֵֶ֔ יִֶ֣ה שְׁ דִים  יִהְׁ ר עֲקֻׁ ה יאֹמַָ֗  ־כִֹ֣

ים׃ וְׁ  דִֶֽ אן עֲקֻׁ ֹֹ֖ ו כָל־הַצ דֵ֥  יָלְׁ

  If he said thus: “The speckled shall be your wages,” 

 then  

  all the flock bore speckled. (Gen. 31:8) 

יר אִם וֹךְ הָעִֵּ֑ תִ֣ ם בְׁ ים צַדִיָקִֹ֖ ם חֲמִשִֵ֥ דָֹ֛ א בִסְׁ צֵָ֥  ־אֶמְׁ

ם׃ וְׁ   וֹם בַעֲבורֶָֽ כָל־הַמָקֹ֖ אתִי לְׁ  נָשֵָ֥

  If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, 

 then 

  I will spare all the place for their sakes. (Gen. 18:26) 

 The LORD said that fifty righteous would be sufficient for sparing the city, but actually 

ten was the final number. Any number over ten would have been sufficient. 

ית  נִֵ֤י בָנַי  תָמִֵ֔ יך אִםאֶת־שְׁ נו אֵלֵֶּ֑ א אֲבִיאֶֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ ־ל  

  You may kill my two sons 

 if 

  I do not bring him back to you. (Gen. 42:37) 

 Reuben expressed his confidence that he would bring Benjamin back to Jacob by stating it 

in the form of a rhetorical contrary-to-expectation conditional sentence. Thus Reuben did not im-

ply that under some other condition Jacob could kill his sons. His rhetorical sentence expressed 

confidence, not doubt.  

הוֵָּ֑ה אִם ם־יְׁ אֻׁ י נְׁ פָנַֹ֖ לֶה מִלְׁ ים הָאֵָ֛ קִֵ֥ שו הַחֻׁ  ־יָמֻׁ֜

ים׃ גַם    י כָל־הַיָמִֶֽ פָנַֹ֖ וֹי לְׁ וֹת גָ֛ יֵ֥ הְׁ ו מִֶֽ תָ֗ בְׁ ל יִשְׁ רָאֵ֜ רַע יִשְׁ  זֶ 

  “If these ordinances depart from before Me,” says the LORD, 

 “then 

  the seed of Israel shall also cease from being a nation  

  before Me forever.” (Jer. 31:36) 

 The LORD compared the certainty of Israel’s future as a nation with the certainty of the 

laws of nature (vs. 35). He stated it in the form of a rhetorical contrary-to-fact conditional sentence. 

His rhetorical conditional sentence expressed certainty, not the possibility that some other condi-

tion might cause Israel to cease as a nation. 
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לָהאִם   יְׁ י הַלֵָּ֑ רִיתִֹ֖ אֶת־בְׁ וֹם וְׁ י הַיֵ֔ רִיתִִ֣ רו  אֶת־בְׁ . . .   ־תָפֵ   

יגַם דִֵ֔ ד עַבְׁ פַר  אֶת־דָוִִ֣ י תֻׁ רִיתִִ֤ . . .  ־בְׁ  

 If you can break My covenant with the day and My covenant with the night... 

then 

 My covenant may also be broken with David My servant... (Jer. 33:20-21)  

 The LORD compared the reliability of His covenant with David with the reliability of the 

laws of nature (viewed here as a covenant with day and night). He stated it in the form of a rhetor-

ical contrary-to-fact conditional sentence. His rhetorical conditional sentence expressed reliability, 

not the possibility that some other condition might cause Him to break His covenant with David. 

 (2) For the exclusive conditional the protasis is the only condition whereby the apodosis 

may be true. 

רֶץ ה בָאַָּ֕ הוֵָ֔ ך  יְׁ רֶכְׁ בֶָֽ ךְ יְׁ  . . .   בָרִֵ֤

ק אִם יך רַַ֚ הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֶּ֑ וֹל יְׁ קֹ֖ ע בְׁ מֵַ֔ וֹעַ תִשְׁ . . .  ־שָמִ֣  

  The LORD will greatly bless you in the land... 

 only if 

  you carefully obey the voice of the LORD your God. 

  (Deut. 15:4-5) 

ל  רָאֵֵּ֑ א יִשְׁ ב עַל־כִסִֵ֣ י ישֵֹֹ֖ פָנֵַ֔ ךֵ֥ אִיש  מִלְׁ ת לְׁ  לאֹ־יִכָרֵ 

ק אִם כָם  רֶַ֠ ו בָנִֶ֤יך אֶת־דַרְׁ ר  מְׁ  ־יִשְׁ

  You shall not fail to have a man sit before me on the throne of Israel, 

 only if 

  your sons take heed to their way... (1 Kgs. 8:25) 

 The exclusive condition whereby David would have a descendant sitting on the throne of 

Israel was that his descendants would carefully obey God’s commandments. This does not contra-

dict the covenant with David discussed in Jer. 33:20-21 above, because Jeremiah indicated that 

Israel’s captives would return and be the recipients of God’s everlasting mercy (vs. 26). 

ם  אֲבוֹתֵָּ֑ תִי לֶַֽ ר נָתַֹ֖ ה אֲשֵֶ֥ אֲדָמֵָ֔ ל מִן־הִָ֣ רָאֵֵ֔ גֶל יִשְׁ הָנִיד  רִֶ֣ יף לְׁ א אֹסִָ֗ ִֹ֣ ל  וְׁ

ק׀ אִם  כלֹ  רִַ֣ וֹת כְׁ ו לַעֲשָ֗ רִ֣ מְׁ ים ־יִשְׁ ר צִוִיתִֵ֔ אֲשִֶ֣  

  I will not make the feet of Israel wander anymore  

   from the land which I gave their fathers—  

 only if 

  they are careful to do according to all I command them. (2 Kgs. 21:8) 

 (3) For the excepted conditional the protasis is the exclusive condition whereby the apod-

osis may be denied. 
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לֵחֲךֵ֔  א אֲשֶַֽ ִֹ֣ י אִםל נִי׃כִֹ֖ תֶָֽ ־בֵרַכְׁ  

  I will not let You go  

 unless 

  You bless me. (Gen. 32:27 Heb.)  

פֶש ים. . .    נֶַ֚ דָשִֵ֔ א יאֹכַל  מִן־הַקֳּ ִֹ֤  ל

י אִם  יִם׃כִָ֛ וֹ בַמֶָֽ שָרֹ֖ ץ בְׁ  ־רָחֵַ֥

   The person...shall not eat the holy offerings 

 unless 

  he washes his body with water. (Lev. 22:6) 

י  י לולִֵ֣ תָה לִֵּ֑ רִָ֣ ֶּ֭הוָה עֶזְׁ  יְׁ

י׃  שִֶֽ ה נַפְׁ נָֹ֖ה דומִָ֣ כְׁ ט׀ שֶָֽ עַָ֓  כִמְׁ

 Unless 

  the LORD had been my help, 

  My soul would soon have settled in silence. (Psa. 94:17)  

יִת אִם ה בַָ֗ נֶ֬ הוִָ֤ה׀ לאֹ־יִבְׁ ־יְׁ  

וֹ   ו בוֹנִָ֣יו בֵּ֑ לִ֣ א׀ עָמְׁ וְׁ שִָ֤  

 Unless  

  the LORD builds the house, 

  they labor in vain who build it. (Psa. 127:1) 

 (4) For the concessive conditional the protasis is a condition expected to be contrary to the 

truth of the apodosis, but declared to be otherwise. 

י ל כִֶֽ י עִם־אֵֵּ֑ ן בֵיתִֹ֖ ־לאֹ־כֵֵ֥  

ם  כִי   ם שִָ֣ ית עוֹלָ֜ רִ  י בְׁ לִָ֗  

  Although 

  my house is not so with God, 

 yet 

  He has made with me an everlasting covenant. (2 Sam.  23:5) 

19.2.7 Subordinate Infinitive Sentence 

 Finally, Hebrew permits a subordinate sentence to be transformed into an adverbial prep-

ositional sentence. In such cases, the subordinate sentence undergoes an infinitive transformation 

and the conjunction is changed into its corresponding preposition. This is expressed formally as: 

 

 (2a) [Sd, Si] →  Si + Ps + [Sd(V-inf)] 

where Sd is the dependent sentence, and Si is the independent sentence; Cs is a subordinating con-

junction, and Ps is its corresponding preposition. The transformation fronts the verb of Sd and 
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transforms it into its infinitive construct form.23 The following examples illustrate the dependent 

sentences before (1) and after (2) the transformation. 

ש שָנִֵּ֑ים שִֵ֣ ים שָנָֹ֖ה וְׁ מֹנִֵ֥ ם בֶן־שְׁ רַָּ֕ אַבְׁ  ( 1)   וְׁ

ר →  ר בַאֲשִֶ֣ דָה   הָגֵָ֥ לְׁ ם׃  יֶָֽ רֶָֽ אַבְׁ אל לְׁ מָעֵֹ֖  אֶת־יִשְׁ

  

ים שָנָֹ֖ה   מֹנִֵ֥ ם בֶן־שְׁ רַָּ֕ אַבְׁ יםוְׁ ש שָנִֵּ֑ שִֵ֣  ( 2)   וְׁ

דֶתבְׁ  ם׃ לֶֶֽ רֶָֽ אַבְׁ אל לְׁ מָעֵֹ֖ ר אֶת־יִשְׁ  ־הָגֵָ֥

Abram was eighty-six years old 

when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. (Gen. 16:16) 

In the first example, the dependent sentence has the finite verb   דָה לְׁ  ,she bore in its normal slot יֶָֽ

and the sentences are linked by the conjunction ר -when. In the transformed form, the con בַאֲשִֶ֣

junction is replaced by its corresponding preposition  ְׁב, and the verb is placed first in its infinitive 

construct form דֶת -Note that English must translate the passage as though it were not trans .לֶֶֽ

formed, because English has no corresponding idiom. Some further examples follow. 

ר או בַאֲשִֶ֣ לֶה מׇלְׁ ים הָאֵָ֗ (  1)   הַיָמִִ֣  

ם כָל־הָעִָ֣ לֶךְ לְׁ ה הַמֶֶּ֡ ה . . .   עָשִָ֣ תֶֹ֖ .    . .מִשְׁ  →   

לֶה  (2)     ים הָאֵָ֗ וֹאת׀  הַיָמִִ֣ לִ֣  ובִ מְׁ

ם כָל־הָעִָ֣ לֶךְ לְׁ ה הַמֶֶּ֡ ה . . .   עָשִָ֣ תֶֹ֖ .    . .מִשְׁ     
And when these days were completed, 

the king made a feast for all the people . . .(Est. 1:5) 

ר וֹת  בַאֲשִֶ֣ תולֹ֖ צו בְׁ בְׁ ית  נִקְׁ ( 1)   שֵנִֵּ֑  

לֶךְ׃  →  עַר־הַמֶֶֽ שֶַֽ ב בְׁ י ישֵֵֹ֥ כַֹ֖ דֳּ  ומָרְׁ

ץבְׁ ו ית  הִקָבֵֵ֥ וֹת שֵנִֵּ֑ תולֹ֖  ( 2)    בְׁ

לֶךְ׃   עַר־הַמֶֶֽ שֶַֽ ב בְׁ י ישֵֵֹ֥ כַֹ֖ דֳּ  ומָרְׁ

When virgins were gathered the second time, 

Mordecai sat within the king’s gate. (Est. 2:19) 

  

 

23 The deletion-substitution transformation removes unnecessary redundancy and makes the required substi-

tutions. 
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ר  →  ל  כַאֲשֵֶ֥ תָ   נָפַֹ֖ לְׁ ה נָפֵָּ֑ לָֹ֖ י־עַוְׁ נֵֶֽ י בְׁ נֵֵ֥  ( 1)   לִפְׁ
וֹלכִ  פָ֛ תָ   נְׁ לְׁ ה נָפֵָּ֑ לָֹ֖ י־עַוְׁ נֵֶֽ י בְׁ נֵֵ֥  ( 2)   לִפְׁ

As one falls before wicked men, you have fallen. (2 Sam. 3:34) 

ונִי נָ֗ טְׁ שְׁ ה יִ֜ חַת טוֹבֵָּ֑ עָה תִַ֣ י רֶָּ֭ מִֵ֣ שַלְׁ  ( 1)   מְׁ

חַת    →  ר  תִַ֣ תִי   אֲשֵֶ֥ דַפְׁ וֹב׃  רֶָֽ  טֶֽ

ה  חַת טוֹבֵָּ֑ עָה תִַ֣ י רֶָּ֭ מִֵ֣ שַלְׁ ונִיומְׁ נָ֗ טְׁ שְׁ  ( 2)   יִ֜

חַת   פִי תִַ֣ דְׁ וֹב׃ רֶָֽ  ־טֶֽ

   And those who render evil for good, 
   They are my adversaries, 
   Because I follow what is good. (Psa. 38:21, Eng vs. 20) 

שךְֹ  בִ  ר׃   מְׁ ו בָהֶָֽ מָה יַעֲלֵ֥ ל הֵֹ֖  הַיבֵֵֹ֔
 When the trumpet sounds long, 

they shall come near the mountain. (Exod. 19:13) 

י   ה אֹתִָ֛ הוֵָ֥ בֶד־יְׁ ה עֶֶֽ לֹחַ  מֹשֶ  י  בִֶ֠ שְׁ ה אָנֹכִָ֗ ים שָנָ֜ בָעִ   בֶן־אַרְׁ

רֶץ   רַגִֵ֣ל אֶת־הָאֵָּ֑ נֵֹ֖עַ לְׁ ש בַרְׁ    מִקָדֵֵ֥
I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me 

from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land (Josh. 14:7) 

 This adverbial dependency is often accomplished at the early phases of the development 

of the text, before the more advanced text level is reached. See Chapter 6 in the section on the 

infinitive construct (§ 6.2), and also Chapter 16 on the verbal noun phrase (§ 14.4). 

19.3 The Sentence Emphasis Transformation 

 The sentence emphasis transformation takes place in that phase of composition where the 

author arranges the order of the sentences of the overall discourse; he grants positional prominence 

to the appropriate sentences and clusters of sentences. The transformation iterates through the set 

of sentences composed for a given discourse and arranges them in sequence according to their 

interrelationship, logical order, and prominence.  

 (4) [Si,Sj]  →  [Sj,Si] 

where S represents a sentence or cluster of sentences. This transformation grants Sj position prom-

inence over Si, and marks Sj as prominent with respect to Si. The selection of which option should 

operate is based on the semantic, temporal, logical, literary, or stylistic demands of the situation.  

 The sentences should be arranged according to common episodes or genre. Within each 

episode group the sentences are arranged according to common theme or topic, and according to 
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temporal or logical order. Dependent sentences are placed adjacent to the independent sentences 

they modify, according to the required need of position prominence. The episodes are arranged 

according to common theme or topic, and according to temporal or logical order, and in conformity 

to pertinent literary form. In this way the initial sequential structure of the text is arranged to pro-

vide it with basic coherence.  

 The transformation iterates over the current list of sentences or clusters until there is no 

occasion for transposition to take place. The resultant sequence is as correct as can be determined 

at the current state of the composition. After the other sequence transformations are complete, a 

new iteration of this transformation will adjust the sequences to a new level of correctness. When 

no further sequence transformations can be performed, the final sequence of the sentences and 

clusters is determined. 

19.4 The Deletion Transformation 

 When a text contains redundant information,24 the law of the economy of information usu-

ally requires the minimization of such redundancy. This is often accomplished by deleting the 

redundant information, or at least by providing a less redundant substitution. The deletion trans-

formation accomplishes the first task; the substitution transformation accomplishes the second. 

The deletion transformation accounts for compound constituents, adjuncts, and determination. 

Deletion usually takes place unless such deletion would result in ambiguity, or the redun-

dant constituent is marked for some type of emphasis or highlighting. The deletion transformed is 

expressed in formal terms as: 

 (5)  S(Xr)  →  S(-Xr) 

where S is a sentence with redundant constituent Xr, and where Xr
 = {N, A, D, or V} and may be 

a phrase. The transformation deletes constituent Xr in the sentence,25 but leaves the non-redundant 

constituents of the sentence in place. A constituent is redundant when it reoccurs in the discourse 

with the same referent. The transformation deletes such redundant constituents after its first in-

stance under the following conditions: (1) no constituent of the same kind (but with a different 

referent) intervenes between the current instance and the preceding instance(s) of the constituent; 

 

24 Redundant in the sense that the information is old, having been stated in the previous context of the story, 

or is common knowledge related to the story, or may be rightly inferred from such sources. 

25 A given sentence may have more than one redundant constituent, in which instance the transformation 

deletes each redundant constituent on the basis of the conditions that apply to each redundant constituent individually. 
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(2) the constituent is not marked for some form of emphasis or highlighting. Those are the condi-

tions in which deletion would result in some form of ambiguity, or the loss of information.  

 The transformation as a whole explains the surface structure of nearly all phrases, including 

compound phrases. So for example, the general form of all phrases is 

  X + S(X)  →  X + Modifier 

that is, constituent X with a dependent sentence S about X; where X = {N, A, D, V}. When such 

a phrase is transformed by the deletion transformation, the surface structure of the phrase is pro-

duced, apart from some possible subsequent substitutions. The modifier of X = S(-X); that is, X is 

deleted from S together with any other redundant constituents. This remnant of S(X) is the surface 

modifier of X. The reader is referred to chapters 14 through 17 for a discussion and examples of 

the structures of phrases. There, the function of the deletion transformation is not indicated in the 

formal expressions, but is understood to have taken place; it is the linguistic operation that pro-

duces the surface modifier. 

 In all the illustrations in this section, two forms of a sentence are presented: (1) the first is 

the sentence before deletion has taken place, with the redundant information enclosed in brackets 

“[]”; (2) the second is the sentence after the deletion.  

19.4.1 Simple Deletion 

 Often the redundant information is deleted without any necessary accompanying action.  

ה  . . .       עֹ֜ יאֹמֶר   פַרְׁ ן וַ  אַהֲרָֹ֗ לְׁ ה וֶֽ מֹשִֶ֣ ה לְׁ עֹ֜ א פַרְׁ רָ   → וַיִקְׁ
Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and [Pharaoh] said . . .   

יאֹמֶר   . . .       ן וַ  אַהֲרָֹ֗ לְׁ ה וֶֽ מֹשִֶ֣ ה לְׁ עֹ֜ א פַרְׁ רָ   וַיִקְׁ
Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said . . . (Exod. 8:4, English vs. 8) 

19.4.2 Compound Phrases 

  This transformation also creates and explains nearly all compound phrases in Hebrew. 

Compound phrases are created when the deletion transformation operates on two contiguous sen-

tences, linked by a coordinating conjunction, and having one or more redundant constituents that 

serve the same role in both sentences. The following examples illustrate how this happens. First, 

a sentence is presented before  

Example where X is the elements of a common predicate: the result is a compound subject. 
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לֶה     ים הָאֵֹ֖ תִֵ֥ ה אֶת־כָל־הַמֹפְׁ ה עָשֵָ֔   ומֹשִֶ֣

ן  אַהֲרָֹ֗ הוְׁ לֶה  עָשֵָ֔ ים הָאֵֹ֖ תִֵ֥  →  אֶת־כָל־הַמֹפְׁ
Moses [did all these wonders] and Aaron did all these wonders  

לֶה      ים הָאֵֹ֖ תִֵ֥ ו אֶת־כָל־הַמֹפְׁ ן  26עָשָ֛ אַהֲרָֹ֗ ה וְׁ  ומֹשִֶ֣
Moses and Aaron did all these wonders (Exod. 11:10)* 

Example where X is the common subject and verb: the result is a compound predicate comple-

ment—in this case a compound prepositional phrase. 

הוָה֘  ר יְׁ ה  דִבִֶ֤ אֶל־מֹשִֶ֣  

ל־אַהֲרןֹ֒   ר אֶֶֽ הוָה֘  דִבִֶ֤  →  וְׁ יְׁ
Then the LORD spoke to Moses and [the LORD spoke to] Aaron  

ל־אַהֲרןֹ֒       אֶֶֽ ה וְׁ הוָה֘ אֶל־מֹשִֶ֣ ר יְׁ דַבִֵ֣  וַיְׁ
Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron (Exod. 6:13) 

Example where X includes the common adverb, subject, and verb in sequential sentences: the re-

sult is a compound predicate complement. 

יִם  ת הַשָמַֹ֖ ים אֵֵ֥ א אֱלֹהִֵּ֑ ית בָרִָ֣ רֵאשִֹ֖  בְׁ

יםוְׁ   →   א אֱלֹהִֵּ֑ ית בָרִָ֣ רֵאשִֹ֖ ת   בְׁ רֶץ אֵֵ֥   הָאֶָֽ

In the beginning God created the heavens and [in the beginning God created] the earth.  

רֶץ׃  ת הָאֶָֽ אֵֵ֥ יִם וְׁ ת הַשָמַֹ֖ ים אֵֵ֥ א אֱלֹהִֵּ֑ ית בָרִָ֣ רֵאשִֹ֖  בְׁ

 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen. 1:1) 

Example where all elements are redundant except for attributive adjectives: the result is a com-

pound adjective phrase. 

ם  ק עַם־חָכִָ֣ הרַַ֚ וֹל הַזֶֶֽ וֹי הַגָדֹ֖  ׃ הַגֵ֥

וֹל הַזֶֶֽה׃  וֹי הַגָדֹ֖ וֹן  הַגֵ֥  →    וְׁ עַם־נָבֵ֔

This great nation is a wise [people,] and [this great nation is an] understanding people.  

ה׃  וֹל הַזֶֶֽ וֹי הַגָדֹ֖ וֹן הַגֵ֥ נָבֵ֔ ם וְׁ ק עַם־חָכִָ֣  רַַ֚

This great nation is a wise and understanding people. (Deut. 4:6) 

19.4.3 Adjuncts 

 Deletion of redundant information in sequential sentences can result in an adjunct modifier 

of one or more of the sentences. 

 

26 When the transformation produces a compound subject, the verb is made plural, and the gender and person 

are made to exhibit concord with the new subject. 
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ה  וֹךְ הַשָדֵֶ֔ תִ֣ מִים  [ בְׁ ים  ]הָאֲלֻׁ מִֵּ֑ ים אֲלֻׁ מִִ֤ אַלְׁ נו מְׁ חְׁ הִנֵה אֲנַ֜ ֶ֠  →וְׁ

And behold we were binding sheaves; [the sheaves were] in the midst of the field. 

ים  מִִ֤ אַלְׁ נו מְׁ חְׁ הִנֵה אֲנַ֜ ֶ֠ ה וְׁ וֹךְ הַשָדֵֶ֔ תִ֣ מִים  בְׁ אֲלֻׁ  

And behold we were binding sheaves in the midst of the field. (Gen. 37:7) 

In this example, the adjunct is an adverbial prepositional phrase of place.  

ים רִאִֵ֔ הַגְׁ חָמָה  עִם־הֶַֽ ו מִלְׁ ל עָשִ֤ י שָאוֵּ֑    → ]הֵם[ בִימִֵ֣
[They were] in the days of Saul; they made war with the Hagrites 

ים  רִאִֵ֔ הַגְׁ חָמָה  עִם־הֶַֽ ו מִלְׁ ול עָשִ֤ י שָאָ֗  בִימִֵ֣

In the days of Saul they made war with the Hagrites (1 Chr. 5:10) 

In this example, the adjunct is an adverbial prepositional phrase of time, granted first place prom-

inence. 

וֹ ] → ף אֶל־בֵיתֵ֔ חִַ֣ הָמָן  נִדְׁ ]הָמָןוְׁ ל  וְׁ אש׃ הָמָן[ אָבֵֹ֖ ֶֹֽ וי ר  [ חֲפֵ֥

But Haman hurried to his house; [Haman was] mourning, and [Haman was] with his head covered.  

וי  ל וַחֲפֵ֥ וֹ אָבֵֹ֖ ף אֶל־בֵיתֵ֔ חִַ֣ הָמָן  נִדְׁ אש׃ וְׁ ֶֹֽ  ר

But Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his head covered. (Est. 6:12) 

In this example, the adjunct is a compound phrase of accompanying circumstances. 

ים  בָעִֵּ֑ ם אַרְׁ ון שָֹ֖ אֵ֥ י יִמָצְׁ ר אולַָ֛  וַיאֹמֵַ֔

ה   עֱשֵֶ֔ א אֶֶֽ ִֹ֣ יאֹמֶר  ל  וַ 

וֹם] →  כָל־הַמָקֹ֖ אתִי לְׁ ים ]נָשֵָ֥ בָעִֶֽ ור הָאַרְׁ ם[ בַעֲבֹ֖  [׃הַצַדִיָקִֹ֖

And he said, “Suppose there should be forty found there?”  

So He said, “I will not do it; 

[I will spare all the place] for the sake of the forty [righteous].”  

ים  בָעִֵּ֑ ם אַרְׁ ון שָֹ֖ אֵ֥ י יִמָצְׁ ר אולַָ֛  וַיאֹמֵַ֔

ים׃  בָעִֶֽ ור הָאַרְׁ ה בַעֲבֹ֖ עֱשֵֶ֔ א אֶֶֽ ִֹ֣ יאֹמֶר  ל  וַ 

And he said, “Suppose there should be forty found there?”  

So He said, “I will not do it for the sake of forty.” (Gen. 18:29) 

In this example, the adjunct is an adverbial phrase of reason. The content of the dependent sentence 

is derived from the preceding context. 

19.4.4 Determination 

 When the above conditions prevent the deletion of a redundant noun (phrase), then the 

transformation retains the redundant noun (phrase) and marks it as determinate—that is, it attaches 
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the prepositive definite article to the head noun, and, if it is a phrase, to any of its modifying 

substantives (nouns or adjectives).27 This is expressed formally as: 

 (4a)  S(Nr)  →   S(Nr(determinate)) 

 This latter option explains nearly all instances of the definite article in Hebrew discourse.  

יו       ים עָלֵָּ֑ ים נִצָבִֹ֖ ה  אֲנָשִֵ֔ לֹשִָ֣ הִנֵה  שְׁ א וְׁ רְׁ א עֵינָיו  וַיֵַ֔  וַיִשִָ֤
So he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him (Gen. 18:2) 

מו מִשָם    ִ֤ יםהֶָֽ וַיָָקֻׁ ם   אֲנָשִֵ֔ דֵֹּ֑ נִֵ֣י סְׁ פו עַל־פְׁ ָקִֹ֖  וַיַשְׁ
Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, a (Gen. 18:16) 

 Of the 3,618 common nouns that occur in the Hebrew Bible, with 105,688 instances, 2,118 

never have a definite article. It is true that those nouns that occur very infrequently may never have 

been in a context where they could have become determinate. But one would intuitively suppose 

that those occurring relatively frequent are likely to be determinate by nature. To test that hypoth-

esis, Table 19.1 lists the frequency distribution of common nouns that never have a definite article, 

and Table 19.2 lists such nouns that occur more than 100 times. It is evident that those words have 

no obvious reason to be regarded as naturally determinate, so the conclusion is that such words 

had no occasion to be determinate in the literature of the Hebrew Bible. 

Table 19.1 

Frequency of Nouns Never with a Definite Article 

Frequency Num. of Nouns 

1 to 10 1,913 

11 to 50 183 

51 to 100 15 

101 to 200 6 

201 to 300 0 

301 to 400 1 

Total 2,118 

In addition, 1,499 common nouns have instances both with the definite article and instances 

without, as expected; but 283 always have the definite article. Regarding this latter group, they 

 

27 Of course, proper nouns do not need the definite article; they are determinate by nature. 
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occur rather infrequently and appear to be technical terms. Table 19.3 lists the frequency distribu-

tion of these nouns, and Table 19.4 lists the words that occur more than four times. 

Table 19.2 

Most Frequent Nouns Never with Definite Article 

nouN Meaning Frequency 

 sister 113 אָחוֹת 

רָש   common-land 114 מִגְׁ

רִי   fruit 116 פְׁ

 part 160 בַד

 lip 169 שָפָה 

 ear 183 אֹזֶן

ם אֻׁ  utterance 372 נְׁ

 brother 622 אָח

Table 19.3 

Frequency of Nouns Always with Definite Article 

Frequency Num. of words 

1 185 

2 62 

3 23 

4 4 

> 4 4 

Table 19.4 

Words Occurring More Than Four Times 

Noun Meaning Frequency 

יָה   fat tail of sheep 5 אַלְׁ

 prison 9 סֹהַר 

 temple court 9 עֲזָרָה 

 seer 12 ראֶֹה 

 Of the 2,617 proper nouns that occur in the Hebrew Bible, with 33,146 instances, 2,471 

never have a definite article, as expected. However, 75 proper noun always have a definite article, 

and 71 sometimes have the definite article and sometimes not. Table 19.5 lists the frequency 
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distribution of the proper nouns always with a definite article; they occur quite infrequently. Table 

19.6 lists those occurring more than 3 times. 

Table 19.5 

Frequency of Proper Nouns Always with Definite Article 

Frequency Num. of Words 

1 55 

2 10 

3 4 

> 3 6 

Table 19.6 

Most Frequent Proper Nouns Always with Definite Article 

Noun Meaning Frequency 

 Rapha 4 רָפָה 

 Agagite 5 אֲגָגִי 

 Shittim 5 שִטִים

 Gadite 6 גָדִי

פֵלָה   Machpelah 6 מַכְׁ

גָה   Pisgah 8 פִסְׁ

 Regarding the 71 proper nouns that sometimes have a definite article, Table 19.7 

lists the frequency distribution of these proper nouns, some of which occur quite frequently. Table 

19.8 lists occurring more than 50 times. Of the 233 Gentilic nouns, with 1,825 instances, 40 never 

have a definite article, 41 sometimes have a definite article and sometimes not, as expected; and 

152 always have a definite article.  

Table 19.7 

Frequency of Proper Nouns Sometimes with Definite Article 

Frequency Num. of Words 

1 to 10 48 

11 to 50 13 

51 to 100 6 

101 to 200 3 
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Table 19.8 

Most Frequent Proper Nouns Sometimes with Definite Article 

Noun Meaning Frequency Num. with Article 

דֵן  Jordan 182 167 יַרְׁ

נַשֶה   Manasseh 146 12 מְׁ

עָד   Gilead 102 52 גִלְׁ

 Negev 81 38 נֶגֶב 

 Baal 77 76 בַעַל 

 Gad 72 128 גָד

בָנוֹן   Lebanon 71 48 לְׁ

 Bashan 60 48 בָשָן

 Levi 53 10 לֵוִי 

19.5 The Substitution Transformation 

 When a text contains redundant information for which deletion would result in ambiguity 

or loss of information, then the redundancy may still be reduced by providing a less redundant 

substitute. The most common substitutes are the pronouns. However, languages provide various 

other substitutes as well. This was discussed in Chapter 10 on pronouns. The substitution transfor-

mation provides this function for Hebrew. It is expressed formally as: 

 (6) S(Xr)  → S(Xs) 

where Xr is the redundant constituent(s) in a sentence S, and Xs is the appropriate substitute(s) for 

Xr, that is, Xs replaces Xr in S.  

19.5.1 Pronoun Substitution  

 Pronoun substitution may take place when a noun or noun phrase is repeated in a text, if 

the referent of the noun or phrase is the same as that of the previous occurrence, and if deletion 

would not cause ambiguity or incompleteness. It should not take place if an intervening occurrence 

of the noun or phrase has a different referent. The pronoun substitution transformation functions 

in the following context: 

. . . + N1 + . . . + N1 + . . . → . . . + N1 + . . . + R1 + . . . 

 

28 Gen. 30:11. 
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where R1 is a pronoun that agrees with N1 in number, gender, and person, and that has the case of 

N1 at the place of substitution. Substitution does not take place in those places where N1 is marked 

“emphatic.” The following example illustrates pronoun substitution. The first passage has the re-

dundant constituents in place, but the ones that experience substitution are enclosed with braces 

“{}” and the ones that experience deletion are enclosed with brackets “[].” The passage then is 

repeated as it appears in the text with deletion and substitution completed. 

Example where X is the common subject: the result is a compound predicate. 

        
{ }    [  ]   

       {  }    
{  }  

      { }    
             

   [  ]  

    [ ]  {  }    →

        
      

           
    

          
             

      
           

Thus the young woman went to the king,  
and whatever [the young woman] desired was given to {the young woman} 

to go with {the young woman} 

from the women’s quarters to the king’s palace. 

In the evening {the young woman} went, 

and in the morning {the young woman} returned 

to the second house of the women, 

to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch who kept the concubines. 

[The young woman] would not go in to the king again 

unless the king delighted in {the young woman} 

and [the young woman] was called by name.  → 

Thus the young woman went to the king,  
and whatever she29 desired was given to go with her 

from the women’s quarters to the king’s palace. 

 

29 Note, the green pronouns were restorations of elided nouns in Hebrew. 
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In the evening she went, 

and in the morning she returned to the second house of the women, 

to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch who kept the concubines. 

She would not go in to the king again 

unless the king delighted in her and she was called by name. (Est. 2:13-14) 

 In this example, the phrase “young woman” is redundant. At times it is deleted in Hebrew, 

and at times a pronoun is substituted in its place. Note that when the phrase is the subject of the 

sentence, the pronoun is in its nominative form; and when it is the object of a preposition, it is in 

its genitive form, that is, it is suffixed to the preposition.  

 Note also that the words king and women are redundant but are not deleted or replaced by 

pronouns. In the case of the word king, pronoun substitution could have taken place; but the phrase 

his palace would be somewhat more ambiguous than the phrase the king’s palace. In the second 

instance of the redundant word king, the word is probably retained for clarity or emphasis. In the 

case of the word women, the word is part of a technical expression “house of the women” which 

refers to a harem, and so should not undergo substitution. Also the word refers to different woman, 

and so has a different referent. 

 When the substitute pronoun is a genitive, the object of a preposition, it is attached to the 

preposition as a suffix; and when the prepositional pronoun phrase is a complement of a verb, it is 

usually moved immediately after its associate verb with a linking conjunctive accent on the verb.30 

When the genitive pronoun is governed by a construct noun, it is attached to the noun as a suffix. 

When the substitute pronoun is accusative, governed by the direct object marker () it is 

attached to the marker as a suffix, forming an accusative pronoun;31 in which case the pronoun is 

usually moved immediately after its associated verb with a linking conjunctive accent.32 On the 

other hand, for emphasis, the accusative pronoun is sometimes placed before its corresponding 

verb with a linking conjunctive accent.33 When the  accusative pronoun stands in place of an un-

marked direct object of a verb it is attached to the verb as a suffix.34  

 

30 This occurs 6,761 times with a conjunctive accent and 707 times with a near disjunctive accent; of the 37 

times a prepositional pronoun follows a verb with a remote disjunctive accent it is not grammatically related to the 

verb or it is a part of a compound prepositional phrase (see Chapter 22). 

31 This occurs 1,712 times. 

32 This occurs 1,352 times with a conjunctive accent and 115 times with a near disjunctive accent (see Chapter 

22); exceptions occur when the subject is granted position emphasis. 

33 This occurs 55 times with a conjunctive accent and 29 times with a near disjunctive accent. 

34 This occurs 7,214 times: 4,791 times to a finite verb, 940 times to a participle, and 1,483 times to an 

infinitive construct; although, some suffixes on an infinitive may be its subject. 
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When the substitute pronoun is the nominative subject of a verb, it usually is elided with 

its identity retained only in the inflection of the verb.35 The pronoun is retained only where em-

phasis is marked. In such cases, the pronoun occurs in its default slot immediately before the verb36 

unless the verb has been granted first position prominence, in which case the pronoun usually 

follows immediately after the verb.37 

When the pronoun would follow  יֵש, it is always attached as a suffix.38 The same is true 

when it follows the negative particle 39,אַיִן  

נו יִת הַזֶה  מִמֶנִי֒ אֵינֶ     גָד֜וֹל בַבִַ֣

There is no one greater in this house than I (Gen. 39:9) 

with six exceptions:40 

נו חְׁ ינו אֵין־אֲנֵַ֥ גָדֵֵּ֑ ים בְׁ טִֹ֖ פֹשְׁ  

None of us removed our clothing (Neh. 4:17) 

The same is true when it follows the interjection 41,הִנֵה 

ֶּֽךְ   ן הִנֵָ֥ תְׁ בֵֵּ֑ דְׁ ילִַֹ֣ ה וְׁ אל הָרָֹ֖ מָעֵֵ֔ מוֹ  יִשְׁ את שְׁ קָרִָ֤    וְׁ

"Behold, you are with child,  

And you shall bear a son.  

You shall call his name Ishmael, (Gen. 16:11) 

יהִנְׁ  י אֲנִ֜ ם׃  נִ  וֹתֵיכֶֶֽ י בָמֶֽ תִֹ֖ אִבַדְׁ רֶב וְׁ יא עֲלֵיכֶם  חֵֶ֔  מֵבִִ֤

Indeed I, even I, will bring a sword against you,  

and I will destroy your high places. (Ezek. 6:3) 

The same is true when it follows the interjection  42,עוֹד 

 

35 Of the 56,809 instances of a finite verb, only 4,939 have a corresponding subject pronoun, approximately 

500 of which are demonstratives, and a good number of them function as a substitute for the copulative. 

36 This occurs 1,614 times; 865 times before a finite verb, 709 times before a participle, and 40 times before 

an imperative. 

37 This occurs 256 times; 113 times after a finite verb, 121 times after a participle, and 22 times after an 

imperative. 

38 Gen. 24:42; 24:49; 43:4; Deut. 13:4; 29:14; Judg. 6:36; 1 Sam. 14:39; 23:23; Est. 3:8. 

39 This occurs 101 times with one exception (Neh. 4:17) where negation applies to the pronoun instead of the 

participle. 

40 Gen. 29:4; Josh. 2:4; 2 Sam. 17:6; Neh. 4:17; Job 33:33. 

41 This occurs 252 times, with 77 exceptions; note Ezek. 6:3; 34:11, 20 where the pronoun is emphatic. 

42 This occurs 40 times, with four exceptions (2 Sam. 14:32; Isa. 65:24; Dan. 9:20, 21) 
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ם  רָהֵָ֔ בְׁ אַ  נו וְׁ ה׃  עוֹדֵֶ֥ הוֶָֽ י יְׁ נֵֵ֥ ד לִפְׁ  עמֵֹֹ֖

but Abraham was still standing before the LORD (Gen. 18:22) 

הָיֵָ֥ה  י אֶעֱנֵֶּ֑ה וְׁ או וַאֲנִִ֣ רָֹ֖ רֶם־יִקְׁ  טֶֶֽ

ם  וֹד הֵֵ֥ ע׃ עָ֛ מֶָֽ י אֶשְׁ ים וַאֲנִֵ֥ רִֹ֖ דַבְׁ  מְׁ
It shall come to pass That before they call, I will answer; 

And while they are still speaking, I will hear. (Isa. 65:24) 

19.5.2 General Substitution 

In situations where pronoun substitution is not appropriate, other substitutions may take 

place. The general substitution transformation has the following form: 

. . . + X1 + . . . + X1 + . . . → . . . + X1 + . . . + Xs + . . . 

where X = {N, A, D, V}, X1 represents redundant occurrences of the same word or phrase, and Xs 

represents a suitable substitute for X1. The substitute may be a shortened form of X, or a synonym 

of X, or some other accepted substitute. Wherever substitution takes place, the substitute must 

exhibit grammatical agreement with the word or phrase it replaces.43 Substitution does not take 

place when the given instance of X is marked “emphatic.”  

Examples where X = N: 

 Substitute a noun for a noun phrase: 

                 
    

  [            ] 
              

{           }   

          → 

                 
    

   
              

            
 

Now when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his daugh-

ter, to go in to the king, [Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his daughter] 

requested nothing but what Hegai the king’s eunuch, the custodian of the women, advised. And {Esther the daughter 

 

43 This includes number, gender, person, case, and determination for nouns; number, gender, and determina-

tion for adjectives; spatial or temporal perspective for adverbs; and all the verbal attributes for verbs and predicates. 
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of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his daughter} obtained favor in the sight of all who saw her.  

→ 

Now when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his daugh-

ter, to go in to the king, she requested nothing but what Hegai the king’s eunuch, the custodian of the women, ad-

vised. And Esther obtained favor in the sight of all who saw her. (Est 2:15)  

 In this example, the noun phrase “Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, 

who had taken her as his daughter” is deleted once, and is replaced by its condensed form “Esther” 

in the second instance. The shorter substitute usually consists of the significant principal words of 

the longer phrase. 

Examples where Xi = N and Xs = A: 

 An adjective substitutes for the noun phrase of which it is a part: 

    {  }          → 

              
Call out now; Is there anyone who will answer you? 

And to which of the holy{ angels} will you turn?  → 

Call out now; Is there anyone who will answer you?  
And to which of the holy ones will you turn? (Job 5:1) 

  { }  

      { }    →

             
He does great {deeds}, and unsearchable, 

Marvelous {deeds} without number. → 

He does great things, and unsearchable,  
Marvelous things without number. (Job 5:9) 

 In these examples, the Hebrew text permits an adjective to stand as a substitute in instances 

like this; but English requires a noun of some sort to be supplied. The word “one” or “thing” is 

often used, but a better choice frequently could be made in light of the context. 

Examples where X = D: 

 An adverb substitutes for an adverb phrase: 
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  {     }    

        

{     }       →

         
       

       
         

Now I gathered them by the river that flows to Ahava,  
and we camped {by the river that flows to Ahava} three days. 

And I looked among the people and the priests, 

and found none of the sons of Levi { by the river that flows to Ahava }. → 

Now I gathered them by the river that flows to Ahava,  
and we camped there three days. 

And I looked among the people and the priests, 

and found none of the sons of Levi there. (Ezr. 8:15) 

 In this example, the adverb  substitutes for two different adverb phrases. The adverb 

agrees with the remote perspective of the place of reference with respect to the narrator. 

          

    {   }   

      → 

          
        

       
For indeed I was stolen away from the land of the Hebrews; 

and also I have done nothing {in the land of Egypt} 

that they should put me into the dungeon. → 

For indeed I was stolen away from the land of the Hebrews;  
and also I have done nothing here 

that they should put me into the dungeon. (Gen. 40:15) 

 In this example the adverb  substitutes for the adverb phrase    . The adverb 

agrees with the near perspective of the place reference with respect to the speaker (Joseph). 

 This completes the description of the text level transformations. These transformations put 

the text in its final form—the form that is found in the actual document the author produced. The 

order in which transformations are performed is critical for a mechanical approach to the genera-

tion of discourse. However, a human author has the overall picture of his composition in mind as 

he creates his work. Many of the tasks defined by transformations are done automatically and 
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intuitively in the mind of the author as he produces his literature. Still, an understanding of how 

transformations work, and what their function is in language, provides an author or an expositor 

with helpful insight for his task. 

19.6 Summary 

Coordination Transformations 

 (1) [Si, Sj] →  Si + Cc + Sj 

Timeless Coordination 

 (1a) [Si, Sj]  →  Si + Cc + Sj 

Simultaneous Coordination 

 (1b) [Si, Sj] →  Si + W + [Sj(V-emph)]  

Sequential Coordination 

 (1c) [Si, Sj]  →  Si + Wc + [Sj(V-consec)] 

Disjunctive Coordination 

 (1d) [Si, Sj] →    Si + Cc + Sj 

   or Cc + Si + Cc + Sj 

Adversative Coordination 

 (1e) [Si, Sj]  →  Si + Cc + Sj 

Comparative Coordination 

 (1f) [Sd, Si]  → Si + Cs + Sd 

                          or Cs
b + Si + Cs + Sd

a 

Juxtaposition 

 (1g) [Si, Sj]  →  Si +  + Sj 

The Subordination Transformations 

 (2) [Sd, Si]  → Si + Cs + Sd 

                          or Cs
b + Si + Cs + Sd

a 

Temporal 

Result-Consequence 

Reason-Result/Cause-Consequence 

Purpose-Result 

Manner-Means 

Conditionals 

Subordinate Infinitive Sentence 
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(2a) [Sd, Si] →  Si + Ps + [Sd(V-inf)] 

The Sentence Emphasis Transformation 

 (4) [Si,Sj]  →  [Sj,Si] 

The Deletion Transformation 

 (5)  S(Xr)  →  S(-Xr) 

The Substitution Transformation 

 (6) S(Xr)  → S(Xs) 

Pronoun Substitution  

General Substitution 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 20 

The Syntax of Hebrew Discourse 

The surface structure of Hebrew discourse is mapped as a sequence of sentences linked 

together by conjunctions. But the order of the sentences and the type of conjunctive links are de-

termined by the principles of semantic affinities as they relate to the subject matter of the context 

and what is said about it. These principles bring meaning and coherence to a text and are the subject 

matter of Chapter 21. 

This chapter discusses the different types of sentences as they occur in various categories 

of discourse in the Hebrew Bible.1 The term discourse here refers to a complete literary unit such 

as a story or pericope. A discourse consists of a sequence of one or more paragraphs each of which 

serves a particular role in the overall structure of the literary unit under discussion, depending on 

the type and function of the given discourse. A discourse may be primarily (1) historical narrative, 

declaring what happened; (2) description of details, declaring the way things were or are; (3) de-

scriptive lists, (4) procedural, declaring how to do something; (5) instructional, declaring how 

things are expected to be; (6) juridical, declaring how things must be; (7) predictive prose, declar-

ing how things will be; (8) expository prose, explaining the meaning or intent of something, (9) 

expository poetry, and (10) predictive poetry. In this chapter, these ten categories are referred as 

literary types. 

 Although a discourse may be primarily of one particular literary type, it usually has seg-

ments of other types dispersed throughout its structure. For example, the narration of a historical 

account usually has an initial descriptive segment that sets the time frame of reference, introduces 

the participants, and otherwise sets the stage; interspersed throughout the narrative may be seg-

ments that provide background information of various literary types; and at the end there is usually 

a segment that provides closure. Thus a discourse usually is composed of segments of various 

literary types.   

 

1 This chapter is a revision of Appendix E of my book A Theory for Bible Translation: An Optimal Equiva-

lence Model (Lewiston, NY: The Edwin Mellen Press, 2007). 



Chapter 20 The Syntax of Sentences in Discourse  

 

 

516 

 

With respect to literary structure, the term narrative refers to a complete story that is rela-

tively independent of what precedes or follows in the broader context. The term event refers to the 

largest constituent part of a narrative, and the term episode to refers to the largest constituent part 

of an event. Thus a narrative consists of one or more events consisting of one or more episodes. 

20.1 The Syntactic Structure of Hebrew Discourse 

 On the surface of the page, by necessity, the structure of a written text appears as a one-

dimensional string of sentences linked together by conjunctions2 such as 

 S1 +C+ S2 +C+ S3 +C+ S4 +C+ S5 +C+ S6 +C+ S7 +C+ S8 + . . . Sn 

But that diagram is misleading because some of the sentences will likely be independent and some 

dependent. So a better diagram would be a two-dimensional one such as 

 S1  + Cc  + S3  + Cc  + S5  + Cc  + S7  + Cc  + S9  + . . . Sn 

  |   |   |   |   | 

 Cs  Cs  Cs  Cs  Cs 

  |   |   |   |   | 

 S2  S4  S6  S8  S10 

where the horizontal dimension displays the independent sentences3 linked by coordinating con-

junctions (Cc) and the vertical dimension displays the dependent sentences linked to their associ-

ated independent sentences by the appropriate subordinating conjunction (Cs). In this diagram the 

top horizontal row represents the backbone (or story line) of the discourse and the vertical repre-

sents the ribs (or supporting information). 

 Obviously, not every independent sentence will have a dependent one. But on the other 

hand, a subordinating conjunction may link to a cluster of sentences rather than to just one. So an 

even better diagram would be 

 S1  + Cc  + S3  + Cc  + S6  + Cc  + S7  + Cc  + S10  + . . . Sn 

  |   |      |   

 Cs  Cs    Cs   

  |   |      |   

 S2  S4   +    Cc   + S5  S8   +   Cc   + S9 

 

2 In this discussion, it is understood that elided conjunctions, asyndeton, have been restored. 

3 Independent sentences contribute to the main flow of thought in a narrative whereas dependent sentences 

provide auxiliary information of some sort, being attached to an independent sentence by means of a conjunction. 
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where sentences S4 and S5 form a coordinate cluster that is dependent on S3, and S8 and S9 form a 

coordinate cluster that is dependent on S7. 

 But the picture is even more complicated, because an independent sentence in a dependent 

cluster may itself have a dependent sentence as in the following diagram: 

 S1  + Cc  + S3  + Cc  + S6  + Cc  + S7  + Cc  + . . . Sn 

  |   |      |   

 Cs  Cs    Cs   

  |   |      |   

 S2  S4  +     Cc + S5  S8   +    Cc   + S9 

          | 

         Cs 

          | 

         S10 

So it is possible for a discourse to have multiple depths of dependency. This is a detail that an 

expositor must take into consideration. 

 Unfortunately, a horizontal diagram is not conducive for mapping the hierarchic levels of 

sentence dependency for Hebrew discourse. A vertical map works much better. Let each sentence 

appear on a separate line with the conjunctions on separate lines between them. Let the extreme 

right margin mark the hierarchy level of the story line, and let successive indentations mark the 

succeeding levels of dependency as in the following illustration: 
 

 Then (1)  ................................................................................................................................................................ וַ 8

ן   ל־אַהֲרֹֹ֖ אֶֶֽ ה וְׁ ה אֶל־מֹשֵֶ֥ הוֵָ֔ אמֶר יְׁ ִֹ֣  the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron,     (2)  ........................................... י

ר׃    saying,   (3)  ............................................................................................................................................... לֵאמֶֹֽ

 hen“W (4)  ........................................................................................................................................... כִי   9

עהֹ    ם פַרְׁ ר אֲלֵכִֶ֤ דַבֵ   Pharaoh speaks to you,  (5)  .................................................................................... יְׁ

ר    saying,  (6)  ..................................................................................................................................... לֵאמֵֹ֔

ת   ם מוֹפֵֵּ֑ ו לָכֶֹ֖ נֵ֥  Show a miracle for yourselves,’  (7)‘  ..................................................................... תְׁ

 then  (8)  ...................................................................................................................................................... וְׁ 

ן   ל־אַהֲרָֹ֗ תִָ֣ אֶֶֽ  you shall say to Aaron, (9)  ........................................................................................ אָמַרְׁ

ר]  (10) [saying]  ............................................................................................................................... [  לֵאמֵֹ֔

ךָ֛   ת־מַטְׁ ח אֶֶֽ  Take your rod (11)‘  ........................................................................................... קַֹּ֧
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 and (12)  ............................................................................................................................................... וְׁ 

ה  עֹֹ֖ י־פַרְׁ נֵֶֽ ךְ לִפְׁ לֵֵ֥  cast it before Pharaoh,   (13) ................................................................................ הַשְׁ

 (14) [and]  ......................................................................................................................................... []וְׁ 

ין׃  תַנִֶֽ י לְׁ הִֵ֥  let it become a serpent.’”  (15) ............................................................................................ יְׁ
(Exod. 7:8-9) 

 This passage is the first cluster of sentences of the pericope of Moses’ miraculous rod 

(Exod. 7:8-13). The pericope is initiated by Waw consecutive  ַ(1) ו. It contains a quotation (lines 

4-15), introduced by speech introducing conjunction ר -consisting of a compound condi ,(3) לֵאמֶֹֽ

tional expression. The protasis (lines 5-7) is introduced by conditional conjunction   (4) כִי, and the 

apodosis (lines 9-15) is introduced by Waw conjunctive  ְׁ(8) ו. The apodosis also contains a quota-

tion (lines 11-15) which is juxtaposed without a conjunction.4 The quotation in the apodosis con-

sists of three coordinate commands (lines 11-15). The following lines complete the pericope. 
 So (16) .................................................................................................................................................................. וַ 10

ה עֵֹ֔ אַהֲרןֹ  אֶל־פַרְׁ ה וְׁ א מֹשִֶ֤  ֹ  ,Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh (17) ............................................................. יָב

 and (18) .................................................................................................................................................................. וַ 

ן    ,they did so (19) ......................................................................................................................................... יִַ֣עַשו כֵֵ֔

ר   just as (20) .................................................................................................................................................... כַאֲשֶֹ֖

הוֵָּ֑ה  .the LORD commanded (21) ................................................................................................................... צִוִָ֣ה יְׁ

 And (22) ................................................................................................................................................................. וַ 

יו י עֲבָדָֹ֖ נֵֵ֥ לִפְׁ ה וְׁ עָֹ֛ י פַרְׁ נֵֵ֥ הו לִפְׁ ן אֶת־מַטֵָ֗ ךְ אַהֲרֹ֜ לֵ   Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh (23) ...................... יַשְׁ

      and before his servants, 

 and (24)  ................................................................................................................................................................. וַ 

ין׃  תַנִֶֽ י לְׁ הִֵ֥  .it became a serpent (25) ......................................................................................................................... יְׁ
  But11(26) .............................................................................................................................................................. וַ 11

ים  פִֵּ֑ כַשְׁ מְׁ לֶַֽ ים וְׁ חֲכָמִֹ֖ ה לֶַֽ עֵֹ֔ רָא  גַם־פַרְׁ  ;Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers (27) ................... יִקְׁ

 so (28) ..................................................................................................................................................................... וַ 

טֻׁ  ם חַרְׁ ו גַם־הֵ֜ ן׃ יֶַֽעֲש  ם כֵֶֽ לַהֲטֵיהֶֹ֖ יִם בְׁ רַָ֛ י מִצְׁ  the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner (29) ........... מֵֵ֥

      with their enchantments. 

  For 12(30) ............................................................................................................................................................ וַ 12

 

4 The elided but understood conjunctions (10) and (14) are restored in brackets. 
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הו יש מַטֵֵ֔ יכו  אִִ֣ לִ   ,every man threw down his rod (31) ........................................................................................ יַשְׁ

 and (32) .................................................................................................................................................................. וַ 

ו  יֹ֖ ם יִהְׁ תַנִינִֵּ֑  .they became serpents (33) .................................................................................................................. לְׁ

 But (34) .................................................................................................................................................................. וַ 

ם׃ ן אֶת־מַטתֶָֹֽ ה־אַהֲרֹֹ֖ ע מַטֵֶֽ לֵַ֥  .Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods (35) ........................................................... יִבְׁ

 And (36) ............................................................................................................................................................... וַ 13

ה עֵֹ֔ ב פַרְׁ  ,Pharaoh's heart grew hard (37) ..................................................................................................... יֶחֱזַק  לִֵ֣

 and (38) .................................................................................................................................................................. וְׁ 

ם  ע אֲלֵהֵֶּ֑ א שָמַֹ֖ ֵֹ֥  ,he did not heed them (39) ............................................................................................................ ל

ר   just as (40) .................................................................................................................................................... כַאֲשֶֹ֖

ה׃  הוֶָֽ ר יְׁ  .the LORD had said (41) ....................................................................................................................... דִבֵֶ֥
(Exod. 7:10-13) 

 This passage is the rest of the pericope of Moses’ miraculous rod. The story line is resumed 

by Waw consecutive  ַ(16) ו from its initiation at line 1, and carried on by successive Waw consec-

utives (lines 18, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 385), except for two interruptions (20, 40) for de-

pendent sentences (21, 41). This passage has two levels of dependency. 

20.2 Distribution of Verbal Forms 

The distribution of the various verb forms throughout the Biblical text provides some broad 

indicators of their use in different literary types. Table 20.1 provides the distribution of all verbals 

in the Hebrew Bible. Of interest is the fact that verbal density6 is significantly higher in the books 

of poetry than it is in the prose books. This is probably explained by the short, terse verses in the 

books of poetry, as indicated by the average number of verbals per verse and the average number 

of words per verse. Table 20.2 provides the distribution of verbals based on aspectual type. 

  

 

5 A negated verb does not convert to the imperfect form in the Waw-consecutive environment, and the Waw 

is not vocalized with Pathach followed by doubling. 

6 Verbal density is the ratio of total verbals to the total number of words. 
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Table 20.1 

Distribution of Verbals 

 Words  Verses Verbals 

Words 

per Verse 

Verbals 

per 

Verse 

Verbal 

Density 

Prose section 369,193 18,749 60,946 19.69 3.25 0.165 

Poetry section 39,941 4,465 8,868 8.95 1.97 0.222 

Entire OT 409,134 23,214 69,814 17.62 3.00 0.171 

       

Pentateuch 113,684 5,853 18,026 19.42 3.08 0.158 

Historical Books7 100,301 4,318 17,013 23.23 3.94 0.170 

Prophetical Books8 99,904 4,978 18,695 20.07 3.76 0.187 

The Writings9 136,073 7,706 18,824 17.66 2.44 0.138 

While the entire Hebrew Bible has an average of 3.0 verbals per verse, the books of poetry have 

an average of less than two verbals per verse. On the other hand, the Writings (Kethubim) have the 

lowest verbal density.  

 Of interest is the fact that in the prose books the verbs with Waw consecutive are 41.9 

percent10 of the total finite verbs, whereas in the books of poetry those with Waw consecutive are 

only 8.6 percent.11 Table 20.2 continues with the distribution of verbals in the individual books. 

  

 

7 Joshua through Kings, but not Ruth. 

8 Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea through Malachi. 

9 Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ruth, Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, 

Chronicles. 

10 The finite verbs include the perfect, imperfect, and imperative forms, together with those with Waw con-

secutive. In the prose books, the total number of finite verbs is 48,902 and the number of those with Waw consecutive 

is 20,489. 

11 In the books of poetry, the total number of finite verbs is 7,890, and the number of those with Waw con-

secutive is 682. 
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Table 20.212 

 Perfect Imperfect Imperative 
Inf. 

Const. 
Inf. 
Abs. Participle 

Pass. 
Part. 

Imperf. 
WC 

Perfect 
WC13 

Prose 12,966 12,079 3,368 6,171 822 7,068 937 14,494 5,995 

Poetry 2,118 4,136 954 507 51 1,599 108 539 143 

                   

Pentateuch 2,586 4,105 786 1,752 242 1,507 310 4,191 2,547 

Historical 3,402 1,952 941 1,646 181 1,451 189 6,398 853 

Prophetical 4,240 4,612 1,239 1,528 315 2,605 244 1,578 2,334 

Writings 4,856 5,546 1,356 1,752 135 3,104 302 2,866 404 

Entire OT 15,084 16,215 4,322 6,678 873 8,667 1,045 15,033 6,138 

 

Table 20.2 (continued) 

 Perfect Imperfect Imperative 

Inf. 

Const. 

Inf. 

Abs. Participle 

Pass. 

Part. 

Imperf. 

WC 

Perfect 

WC 

Genesis 898 685 299 437 55 334 38 2,107 208 

Exodus 517 820 197 350 57 309 33 889 565 

Leviticus 196 895 41 196 38 210 31 189 719 

Numbers 430 682 137 316 39 262 132 752 424 

Deuteronomy 545 1,023 112 453 53 392 76 254 631 

Pentateuch 2,586 4,105 786 1,752 242 1,507 310 4,191 2,547 

Joshua 445 198 110 214 22 180 21 597 180 

Judges 459 261 136 226 25 226 16 1,142 95 

1 Samuel 639 463 209 331 51 310 29 1,327 202 

2 Samuel 516 375 136 281 36 240 26 1,065 104 

1 Kings 669 360 166 328 23 241 54 1,047 177 

2 Kings 674 295 184 266 24 254 43 1,220 95 

Historical 3,402 1,952 941 1,646 181 1,451 189 6,398 853 

          

 Perfect Imperfect Imperative 
Inf. 

Const. 
Inf. 
Abs. Participle 

Pass. 
Part. 

Imperf. 
WC 

Perfect 
WC 

Isaiah 1,069 1,541 357 321 81 802 90 244 482 

Jeremiah 1,444 1,139 404 501 137 759 57 486 541 

 

12 The number in the “Perfect” column includes 1,555 instances where the verb is sentence-initial after a 

conjunction, and 751 instances where the negated verb is initial after a conjunction. The number in the “Imperfect” 

column includes 2,536 instances where the verb is sentence-initial after a conjunction, and 1,132 instances where the 

negated verb is initial after a conjunction.  This amounts to 5,974 instances out of 31,299, or 19.1 percent. Some of 

these sentence-initial verbs are initial because the subject of the sentence has been elided, and others because the verb 

was granted rhetorical prominence. This evidence supports the assumption of this work that the natural, unmodified 

order of Hebrew sentences is subject-verb-object. The evidence from the sentence-initial Waw consecutive verbs must 

be excluded from the argument because they are sentence-initial by necessity, being rule driven. 

13 The data for perfect with Waw consecutive come from the WTS Morf-3.5 file. In the Morf-4.4 file, the 

codes for perfect with Waw consecutive have been removed. Evidently, the editors have concluded that identifying 

perfect with Waw consecutive is too subjective and have left that decision to the users. For the purposes of this statis-

tical study, the decisions of the Morf-3.5 editors are accepted as sufficiently reliable. The numbers in the “Perfect” 

column have been modified to accommodate the numbers in “Perfect WC” column. 
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Ezekiel 931 877 222 450 40 471 61 516 801 

Hosea 167 262 33 32 11 64 10 44 69 

Joel 71 62 45 6 3 24 3 7 28 

Amos 93 134 41 41 6 81 3 29 98 

Obadiah 19 23 1 5 0 5 2 0 15 

Jonah 36 27 13 21 4 13 1 84 2 

Micah 60 146 26 16 6 66 4 7 57 

Nahum 43 37 16 3 3 47 2 4 13 

Habakkuk 44 81 12 17 4 29 1 15 2 

Zephaniah 39 57 11 11 1 38 4 2 25 

Haggai 26 15 14 19 7 10 2 16 12 

Zechariah 125 169 38 70 12 139 2 116 146 

Malachi 75 42 6 15 0 57 2 8 43 

Prophetical 4,242 4,612 1,239 1,528 315 2,605 244 1,578 2,334 

 

Table 20.2 (continued) 

 Perfect Imperfect Imperative 

Inf. 

Const. 

Inf. 

Abs. Participle 

Pass. 

Part. 

Imperf. 

WC 

Perfect 

WC 

Psalms 1,409 2,088 706 288 16 886 66 332 51 

Job 550 1,242 118 106 16 195 24 261 42 

Proverbs 209 820 139 134 19 538 18 32 50 

Ruth 73 78 25 39 2 36 4 138 24 

Song 104 70 35 7 1 55 12 2 2 

Ecclesiastes 189 222 29 110 19 118 10 3 18 

Lamentations 262 83 30 20 5 61 2 29 1 

Esther 158 71 12 112 17 101 13 160 8 

Daniel 445 329 52 124 6 329 36 98 78 

Ezra 164 79 17 99 1 97 17 89 2 

Nehemiah 240 115 29 100 8 186 27 267 18 

1 Chronicles 395 110 71 185 9 178 23 470 34 

2 Chronicles 658 239 93 428 16 324 50 985 76 

Writings 4,856 5,546 1,356 1,752 135 3,104 302 2,866 404 

 Table 20.3 and Graph 20.1 display the distribution of finite verbs14 by verse for the entire 

Hebrew Bible, and Table 20.4 and Graph 20.2 display the distribution of finite verbs by verse for 

the books of poetry. 

 

  

 

14 Finite verbs consist of perfects, imperfects, and imperatives here. 
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Table 20.3 

Distribution of the Number of Finite Verbs per Verse 

For the Entire Hebrew Bible 
Number of Fi-
nite Verbs per 

Verse 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 915 >916 
Number of 

Verses 2,777 4,240 6,250 4,428 2,825 1,450 759 305 124 34 22 

Table 20.4 

Distribution of the Number of Finite Verbs per Verse 

For the Books of Poetry 
Number of Finite 

Verbs per Verse 0 1 2 3 4 5 617 718 

Number of Verses 613 1095 1815 659 239 34 8 2 

 Table 20.5 expands on the details of the verses in the entire Hebrew Bible with no finite 

verbs. About 64 % of the verses contain no verbals of any kind, and 36 % contain only infinitives 

or participles or both. 

Graph 20.1 

For Entire Hebrew Bible 

 
 

 

 

15 Deut. 31:20; Judg. 14:16; Ruth 2:14; 3:4; 1 Sam. 3:5; 3:6; 3:9; 14:34; 17:51; 28:8; 2 Sam. 2:23; 3:21; 

13:28; 15:14; 17:23; 1 Kgs. 2:30; 18:34; 19:20; 19:21; 20:33; 2 Kgs. 4:29; 5:11; 7:12; 1 Chr. 10:4; 2 Chr. 20:20; Neh. 

9:29; Est. 4:16; Isa. 44:15; 65:12; Jer. 8:2, 27; 38:25; Lam. 4:15; Ezek. 18:24; Mal. 1:4. 

16 Gen. 24:14; Exod. 32:1; Judg. 7:4; 9:48; Ruth 4:4; 1 Sam. 31:4; 2 Sam. 12:18, 20; 13:5; 1 Kgs. 2:42; 11:38; 

20:39; 2 Kgs. 1:6; 7:4; 7:8; 2 Chr. 25:16; 28:15; Job 1:5; Jer. 4:5; 50:2; 51:34; Dan. 5:19.  

17 Psa. 17:3; 35:15; 50:21; 93:1; 102:3; Prov. 6:3; 30:4, 9. 

18 Psa. 71:20 (includes 2 Qeres); Prov. 23:35.  
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Graph 20.2 

For Books of Poetry 

 

Table 20.5 

For the Entire Hebrew Bible 
No Verbals 1,773 

Infinitives Only 196 

Participles Only 683 

Both Infinitives and Participles 125 

 Table 20.6 expands on the details of the verses with no finite verbs in the books of poetry. 

About 21 percent of the verses contain no verbals of any kind, and 79 percent contain only infini-

tives or participles or both. 

Table 20.6 

For the Books of Poetry 
No Verbals 127 

Infinitives Only 41 

Participles Only 377 

Both Infinitives and Participles 68 

20.3 Types of Sentence Structure 

 Hebrew scholars generally agree that a given literary type is characterized by sentences of 

a particular syntactic structure, such structure being primarily dependent on the verb and its posi-

tion within the sentence. These syntactic structures do not uniquely characterize a literary type, 
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but literary types tend to have more sentences of one syntactic structure than they do of the others.19 

For example, historical narrative tends to have an abundance of sentences with Waw consecutive 

with imperfect—type (17) below. In this work, sentences are categorized hierarchically first ac-

cording to the two basic types of sentences: (1) copulative sentences or (2) verbal sentences as 

defined in Chapter 12. Second, they are categorized according to the three aspect forms of the 

verbs (§ 5.6.5): (1) perfect, (2) imperfect, or (3) durative (§ 5.6.5.3). Third, they are categorized 

according to position of the verb in the sentence: (1) initial, or (2) non-initial.20 Accordingly, the 

sentence types are as follows: 

(1) Cp0—hyh   = copulative, perfect, initial 

(2) Cp1—X hyh  = copulative, perfect, non-initial21 

(3) Cpw—wehyh  = copulative, perfect, Waw consecutive 

(4) Ci0—yhyh   = copulative, imperfect, initial 

(5) Ci1—X yhyh  = copulative, imperfect, non-initial 

(6) Ciw—wayyhyh  = copulative, imperfect, Waw consecutive 

(7) Cy0— יֵש    = copulative, durative, initial (§ 4.3.7; 11.5.2) 

(8) Cy1—X  יֵש  = copulative, durative, non-initial 

(9) Cn0— אֵין    = negative copulative, durative, initial (§ 11.5.2) 

(10) Cn1—X  אֵין = negative copulative, durative, non-initial 

(11) Ve—X  = verbless sentence 

(12) Vp0—qtl (X) = verbal, perfect, initial 

(13) Vp1—X qtl  = verbal, perfect, non-initial 

(14) Vpw—weqtl = verbal, perfect, Waw consecutive 

(15) Vi0—yqtl (X) = verbal, imperfect, initial 

(16) Vi1—X yqtl = verbal, imperfect, non-initial 

(17) Viw—wayyqtl = verbal, imperfect, Waw consecutive 

(18) Vdp0—hyh (X) qotel = verbal, durative, initial 

 

19 While sentence syntactic structures tend to characterize literary types, conjunctions determine the syntactic 

structure of a discourse; see Chapter 21 for a discussion of the syntactic structure of discourse. 

20 According to the assumptions discussed in § 12.2.1, the default order of sentence constituents is subject-

verb-object (SVO). Thus, when the verb of a sentence is initial, it must have been granted first position prominence, 

or its subject has been elided. 

21 In this sentence structure and the others, the X stands for one or more non-verbal words or phrases. When 

enclosed in parentheses, X is optional. X does not include negatives and infinitives absolute, which are regarded as 

part of the verb phrase. 
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(19) Vdp1—X hyh (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, non-initial 

(20) Vdpw—wehyh (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, Waw consecutive 

(21) Vdi0—yhyh (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, initial 

(22) Vdi1—X yhyh (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, non-initial 

(23) Vdiw—wayyhyh (X) qotel = verbal, durative, Waw consecutive 

(24) Vdy0— יֵש   (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, initial 

(25) Vdy1—X יֵש (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, non-initial 

(26) Vdn0— אֵין   (X) qotel  = negative verbal, durative, initial 

(27) Vdn1—X אֵין (X) qotel  = negative verbal, durative, non-initial 

(28) Vde0—qotel   = verbal, durative, initial, no auxiliary 

(29) Vde1—X qotel   = verbal, durative, non-initial, no auxiliary 

(30) Vdqc0—qotel (X) Cop  = verbal, durative, initial, post-auxiliary 

(31) Vdqc1—X qotel (X) Cop = verbal, durative, non-initial, post-auxiliary 

Table 20.7 lists the frequency of each of these sentence types. In the statistics provided in 

this work, the beginning of a sentence is understood to be marked by a conjunction (excluding 

Waw consecutive except as specified above), a relative pronoun, an interjection, an interrogative 

particle, or the speech introducing conjunction . When the starting point of a sentence is 

unmarked, it is assumed to be immediately following the highest ranking disjunctive accent be-

tween the verb of the unmarked sentence and the verb of the preceding sentence.22 

 Sentence types (1) through (10) are of the copulative type involving the verb    or its 

substitutes יֵש and אֵין. Types (12) through (17) are verbal sentences involving verbs other than the 

copula. Types (18) through (31) are verbal sentences involving the durative aspect. Type (11) may 

be regarded as a verbless sentence in which the verb (of whatever type) has been elided and is 

expected to be understood by implication. 

  

 

22 Obviously, if the first word of a verse is not a conjunction or one of the above markers, it is regarded as 

the start of a sentence. 
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Table 20.7 

Frequency of Sentence Types 

Type Frequency Type Frequency Type Frequency 

Cp0  228 Cp1  404 Cpw  663 

Ci0  260 Ci1  519 Ciw 1,015 

Cy0 80 Cy1 14   

Cn0 386 Cn1 132   

Vp0  7,993 Vp1 6,238 Vpw  4,898 

Vi0 10,440  Vi1  7,720 Viw  13,960 

Vdp0  8 Vdp1  36 Vdpw  14 

Vdi0  17 Vdi1  15 Vdiw 59 

Vdy0  17 Vdy1  0 Ve23 22,054  

Vdn0 156 Vdn1 26   

Vde0 1,550 Vde1 1,314   

Vdqc0 18 Vdqc1 10   

Count = 31  Total = 80,244  

20.3.1 Sentence Type Cp0—hyh 

 Hyh—this sentence type has the perfect form of the copulative verb in the first position, 

either because the subject has been elided or the verb has been granted first position prominence. 

This type of a copulative sentence occurs relatively rarely in any of the literary types, functioning 

in the background to provide secondary information. It declares existence, class relationships, 

identity, and characteristics. It usually indicates relative past or present tense, but the contextual 

time frame of reference may be past, present, or future, depending on the time frame that has been 

established in the context. In the following examples and elsewhere the green color marks sentence 

division. 

ו  דֵָּ֑ בֶת יַחְׁ רֶץ לָשִֶ֣ ם הָאָֹ֖ א אֹתָָ֛ לאֹ־נָשֵָ֥ י וְׁ ו׃  הָיִָ֤ה־כִֶֽ דֶָֽ בֶת יַחְׁ ו לָשֵֶ֥ לֹ֖ כְׁ א יֶָֽ ֵֹ֥ ל ב וְׁ כושָם  רֵָ֔  רְׁ

Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, 

for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. (Gen. 13:6) 

 

  

 

23 The frequency count for this sentence type is higher than actuality because it includes all instances where 

no verb occurs between sentence starts. This includes the intervals between coordinating conjunctions which may 

contain only a phrase and not a verbless clause. Unfortunately, the computer algorithm cannot distinguish between 

the two possibilities. 
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ךֹ֖ עַל־כַנֵֶֶּּֽ֑ך  יבְׁ ך וַהֲשִֶֽ עהֹ  אֶת־ראֹשֵֶ֔ א פַרְׁ ים יִשִָ֤ שֶת יָמִָ֗ לִֹ֣ וֹד׀ שְׁ עִ֣  בְׁ

פָ  וֹ כַמִשְׁ יָדֵ֔ עהֹ  בְׁ נָתַתִָ֤ כוֹס־פַרְׁ וֹן וְׁ רִאשֵ֔ ר  ט  הֶָֽ הו׃  הָיִֹ֖יתָ  אֲשֵֶ֥ ָקֵֶֽ  מַשְׁ

Now within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your place, 

and you will put Pharaoh's cup in his hand according to the former manner, 

when you were his butler. (Gen. 40:13) 

נָה בְׁ  בְׁ ה שִֹ֤ וֵָ֔ י תִקְׁ תִי  יֶש־לִִ֣ רְׁ י אָמַ  יש כִִ֤ אִֵּ֑ וֹת לְׁ יִ֣ תִי מִהְׁ נְׁ י זָָקַֹ֖ ןָ כִֵ֥ כְׁ  נֹתַי  לֵֵ֔

ים׃  הָיִִ֤יתִי  גִַ֣ם תִי בָנִֶֽ דְׁ גַֹ֖ם יָלֵַ֥ יש וְׁ אִֵ֔ לָה  לְׁ יְׁ  הַלַ 

"Turn back, my daughters, go-- for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope,  

if I should have a husband tonight and should also bear sons, (Ruth 1:12) 

ד  יד אֶל־דָוִֹ֖ ר וַיָבאֹ  הַמַגִֵ֔ י אַבְׁ הָיָָ֛ה   לֵאמֵֹּ֑ ל אַחֲרֵֵ֥ רָאֵֹ֖ יש יִשְׁ וֹם׃ לֶב־אִֵ֥  שָלֶֽ
Now a messenger came to David, saying, 

 "The hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom." (2 Sam. 15:13) 

20.3.2 Sentence Type Cp1—X hyh 

 X hyh— this sentence type has the perfect form of the copulative verb in the non-initial 

position. This type of a copulative sentence occurs relatively rarely in any of the literary types, 

functioning in the background to provide secondary information. It declares existence, class rela-

tionships, identity, and characteristics. It usually indicates relative past or present tense, but the 

contextual time frame of reference may be past [i], present [ii], or future [iii], depending on the 

time frame that has been established in the context.24 The copulative ( ) is usually elided when 

the time frame of reference is already established.25 

 (i) Past Time: 
 And the earth was formless and empty,          
 and darkness was on the surface of the deep.  (Gen. 1:2)       
  

 And Adam called his wife's name Eve,          
 because she was the mother of all living.  (Gen. 3:20)           
 

 (ii) Present Time:26 
 And now, my daughter, do not fear.       
 All that you say I will do for you;       
 For all the gate of my people know       

 

24 JM § 111i. 

25 In the vertical displays that follow, indention indicates the depth of subordination; the deeper the indention, 

the deeper the level of subordination. 

26 The verb   is nearly always elided in present (current) tense contexts, so these sentences are actually of 

type (11) verbless. 
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 That you are a virtuous woman (Ruth 3:11)  [  ]     
 

 And it happened as he drew near to enter Egypt,           
 that he said to Sarai his wife,       
 “Please take note: I know  [  ]           
   that you are a good-looking woman.” (Gen. 12:11) 

 

 And Abram said to Lot:      
 “Please don’t let strife be between me and you,             
       and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen,          

 for we are brothers.” (Gen.13:8)     [  ]      
  

 (iii) Future Time: 
 Thus says the LORD:     
 “By this you shall know   

   that I am the LORD.” (Exod. 7:17)   ]הָיִֹּ֧יתִי]     
 

 And bring your youngest brother to me,         
 And I will know that you are not spies,         

 but you are honest. (Gen. 42:34) [ו [הָיִ֣    
 

 It will be that the Egyptians will see you,           
 and they will say, “This is his wife.”  [ ]     
 Then they will kill me and keep you alive. (Gen. 12:12)           

20.3.3 Sentence Type Cpw—wehyh 

 wehyh— this sentence type has the perfect form of the copulative verb in the first position 

with Waw consecutive. It occurs in all ten literary types, but relatively infrequently. It is used to 

set the time frame of reference for a sequence of impending events in the future. The time frame 

may be established by an adverbial complement of the copulative itself [i], or by a dependent 

sentence governed by a subordinating conjunction [ii], or by an infinitive construct sentence usu-

ally introduced by a preposition [iii].27 

 (i) By an adverbial complement: 
 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days28        
 That the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established         

 

27 Option (iii) is really a transformation of (ii). 

28 This example is taken from poetic prophecy, not prose; but it illustrates the principles under discussion.  
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      on the top of the mountains,29      

 And it shall be exalted above the hills;      
 And all nations shall flow to it.            
 Many people shall come       
 and they shall say,   
      “Come,30     
      and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,          
           To the house of the God of Jacob;          
       He will teach us His ways,          
       And we shall walk in His paths.”         
       For out of Zion shall go forth the law,         
      And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.31         
 He shall judge between the nations,       
 And He shall rebuke many people;       
 And they shall beat their swords into plowshares,       
     And their spears into pruning hooks;                    
 Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,32          
 Neither shall they learn war anymore. (Isa. 2:2-4)         

 (ii) By a dependent sentence: 
 And it shall be,    
 that just as the LORD rejoiced over you        
   to do you good and to multiply you,           
 so the LORD will rejoice over you         
  to destroy you and to bring you to nothing;            
 and you shall be plucked from off the land        
   which you go to possess.         
 Then the LORD will scatter you among all peoples,         
   from one end of the earth to the other,           
 and you shall serve other gods there,         
    that neither you nor your fathers have known—          
     wood and stone.         
    And among those nations you shall find no rest,           

 

29 This future discourse begins with a simple imperfect sentence (with participle) instead of the expected 

Waw consecutive with perfect. 

30 The quotation employs simple Waw conjunctive, marking parallel thoughts without implication of se-

quence. 

31 The subordinate sentence provides auxiliary information about the reason people will make pilgrimages to 

Jerusalem. 

32 The last two sentences provide closure without implication of sequence. 
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    nor shall the sole of your foot have a resting place;                  
 but there the LORD will give you a trembling heart,           
    failing eyes, and anguish of soul.              
 Your life shall hang in doubt before you;              
 you shall fear day and night,         
 and have no assurance of life.         
 In the morning you shall say, “Oh, that it were evening!”          
 And at evening you shall say, “Oh, that it were morning!”         
 because of the fear which terrifies your heart,         
 and because of the sight which your eyes see.            
 And the LORD will take you back to Egypt in ships,             
   by the way of which I said to you,          
    “You shall never see it again.”          
 And there you shall be offered for sale to your enemies         
    as male and female slaves,       
 but no one will buy you.       
 (Deut. 28:63-68) 

 (iii) By an infinitive construct sentence: 
 And it shall be,    
 when I bring a cloud over the earth,         
 that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud;         
 and I will remember My covenant         
     which is between Me and you                
          and every living creature of all flesh;  

 and the waters shall never again become a flood          
    to destroy all flesh.33      
 And the rainbow shall be in the cloud,       
 and I will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant          
   between God and every living creature           
   of all flesh that is on the earth.         
 (Gen. 9:14-16) 

20.3.4 Sentence Type Ci0—yhyh 

 yhyh— this sentence type has the imperfect form of the copulative verb in the first position, 

either because the subject has been elided or the verb has been granted first position prominence. 

It occurs in all ten literary types, but relatively infrequently, probably because the verb has been 

elided. It declares existence, class relationships, identity, and characteristics. This structure usually 

 

33 This sentence functions as a perfect with Waw consecutive; negative sentences do not undergo the Waw 

consecutive transformation. 
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indicates relative future or present tense, but the contextual time frame of reference may be past 

[i], present [ii], or future [iii], depending on the time frame that has been established in the context. 

 (i) Past Time 

ה  וֹ הָרָעֵָּ֑ כִ֣ ם מִדַרְׁ עָֹ֖ ב יָרָבְׁ א־שֵָ֥ ֶֹֽ ה ל ר הַזֵֶ֔  אַחַר  הַדָבִָ֣

וֹת  וֹת הָעָם  כהֲֹנִֵ֣י בָמֵ֔ צִ֤ עַש מִקְׁ יָשָב וַיַ֜  וֶַ֠

וֹ מַלִֵ֣א אֶת־יָדֵ֔ חָפֵץ  יְׁ י וִ   הֶֶֽ וֹת׃  יהִֹ֖ י בָמֶֽ  כהֲֹנֵֵ֥

After this event Jeroboam did not turn from his evil way, 

but again he made priests from every class of people for the high places;  

whoever wished, he consecrated him, and he became one of the priests of the high places. (1 Kgs. 13:33) 

 (ii) Present Time 

אמֶר אֱלֹהִים   ִֹ֤ יֶֹ֖ה ה  אֶל־מֹשֵֶ֔ וַי הְׁ יֵֶּ֑ה אֶֶֽ הְׁ ר אֶֶֽ  אֲשִֶ֣

ם׃  נִי אֲלֵיכֶֶֽ לָחֵַ֥ יֶֹ֖ה שְׁ הְׁ ל אֶֶֽ רָאֵֵ֔ נִֵ֣י יִשְׁ ה תאֹמַר  לִבְׁ אמֶר כִֹ֤ ָֹ֗  וַי

And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said,  

"Thus you shall say to the children of Israel,` I AM has sent me to you.'" (Exod. 3:14) 

[The green accent Zaqeph marks sentence division.] 

 (iii) Future Time 

ח וָלֵֵּ֑ךְ פָנֶֹ֖יך קִַ֣ ה לְׁ ָקֵָ֥ יו הִנֵֶֽה־רִבְׁ הִִ֤ ה׃  תְׁ הוֶָֽ ר יְׁ ר דִבֵֶ֥ יך כַאֲשֶֹ֖ בֶן־אֲדנֵֶֹ֔  אִשָה  לְׁ

"Here is Rebekah before you; take her and go,  

and let her be your master's son's wife, as the LORD has spoken." (Gen. 24:51) 

ר  עָפָָ֗ רֶש ומִן־הֶֶֽ לִי־חֵָּ֑ ים בִכְׁ דשִֹֹ֖ יִם קְׁ ן מֵַ֥ ח הַכהֵָֹ֛ לָָקַֹּ֧  וְׁ

ר יֶה   אֲשִֶ֤ יִם׃ יִהְׁ ן אֶל־הַמֶָֽ נָתֵַ֥ ן וְׁ ח הַכהֵֹֹ֖ ן יִקֵַ֥ כֵָ֔ ע הַמִשְׁ ָקִַ֣ קַרְׁ  בְׁ

The priest shall take holy water in an earthen vessel, and take some of the dust  

that is on the floor of the tabernacle and put it into the water. (Num. 5:17) 

20.3.5 Sentence Type Ci1—X yhyh 

 X yhyh—this sentence type has the copulative verb in the non-initial position. It occurs in 

nine of the ten literary types but relatively infrequently, not being found in expository prose. In 

procedural, instructional, and juridical literature it occurs about three percent of the time, more or 

less, otherwise, less than one percent. It declares existence, class relationships, identity, and char-

acteristics. This structure usually indicates relative future or present tense, but the contextual time 

frame of reference may be past [i], present [ii], or future [iii], depending on the time frame that has 

been established in the context. 

 (i) Past Time: 
 So it was always:      
 the cloud covered it by day,       
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 and the appearance of fire by night.  (Num. 9:16)     

 (ii) Present Time: 

               
                  

And the seven thin and ugly cows which came up after them are seven years,  

and the seven empty heads blighted by the east wind are seven years of famine.  (Gen. 41:27) 
 

 (iii) Future Time: 

 When you till the ground,       
 it shall no longer yield its strength to you.       
 A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth.          
 (Gen. 4:12) 

20.3.6 Sentence Type Ciw—wayyhyh 

 wayyhyh—this sentence type has the imperfect form of the copulative verb in the first 

position with Waw consecutive. It occurs in eight of the ten literary types but relatively infre-

quently, not being found in instructional literature or expository prose. This structure is used to set 

the time frame of reference for a sequence of historical events in the past. The time frame may be 

established by an adverbial complement of the copulative itself (i), or by a dependent sentence 

governed by a subordinating conjunction (ii), or by an infinitive construct sentence usually intro-

duced by a preposition (iii).35 

 (i) by an adverbial complement: 
 And it came to pass, at the end of forty days,         
 that Noah opened the window of the ark        
        which he had made.     

 Then he sent out a raven,       
 And it kept going to and fro         
     until the waters had dried up from the earth.36         

 Then he sent out from himself a dove,           
      in order to see     
         If the waters had receded            
        from the face of the ground.37

 

34 The third-person plural pronoun  functions as a substitute for   here. 

35 Option (iii) is really a transformation of (ii). 

36 This sentence has undergone the infinitive construct transformation to imbed it as an adverbial modifier 

into the sentence it modifies. 

37 This sentence has undergone the infinitive construct transformation and the interrogative transformation; 

it functions as the complement of the verb for seeing.  
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     But the dove found no resting place             
       for the sole of her foot, 

 and she returned into the ark to him,       
       for the waters were on the face of the whole earth.          
 Then he put out his hand      
 and took her,     
 and drew her into the ark to himself.           
 And he waited yet another seven days,           
 and again he sent the dove out from the ark.            
 Then the dove came to him in the evening,           
     and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf was in her mouth;            
 then Noah knew     
      that the waters had receded from the earth.            
 (Gen. 8:6-11) 

 

 (ii) Dependent sentence governed by a subordinating conjunction: 
 So it was,   
 when the camels had finished drinking,         
 that the man took a golden half-shekel nose ring,            
     and two bracelets for her wrists          
    weighing ten shekels of gold,        
 and he said,    
 “Whose daughter are you?     
 Tell me, please,        
     is there room in your father's house             
     for us to lodge?” 

  So she said to him,      
 “I am the daughter of Bethuel, Milcah's son,        
     whom she bore to Nahor.”         
 Moreover she said to him, (     
 “We have both straw and feed enough,               
 and room to lodge.”  

 Then the man bowed down his head      
 and worshiped the LORD       
 (Gen. 24:22-26) 

 

   (iii) An infinitive construct sentence: 
 And it came to pass,    
      when Laban heard the report          
      about Jacob his sister's son, 
 that he ran to meet him,      
 and embraced him     
 and kissed him,     
 and brought him to his house.       
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 Then he told Laban all these things.          
 And Laban said to him,      
    “Surely you are my bone and my flesh.”         
 And he stayed with him for a month.         
 (Gen. 29:13-14) 

20.3.7 Sentence Type Cy0— יֵש     

 ,in the first position (4.3.7 §) יֵש this sentence type has the copulative verb substitute—יֵש 

either because the subject has been elided or the verb has been granted first position prominence. 

This sentence type occurs in five of the literary types: historical, descriptive lists, predictive prose, 

expository poetry, and predictive poetry. It usually declares existence, and usually indicates rela-

tive past or present tense, but the contextual time frame of reference may be past [i], present [ii], 

or future [iii], depending on the time frame that has been established in the context. 

 (i) Past Time 

יֶֶֽה׃  יֵש  וְׁ  נִחְׁ ה וְׁ לֵָ֥ נאֹכְׁ ֶּֽן וְׁ ה דָגָֹ֖ חֵָ֥ נִקְׁ ים וְׁ נו רַבִֵּ֑ ינו אֲנִַ֣חְׁ נֹתֵֹ֖ ינו ובְׁ ים בָנֵֵ֥ רִֵ֔ ר אֹמְׁ  אֲשִֶ֣

For there were those who said, "We, our sons, and our daughters are many; 

therefore let us get grain, that we may eat and live." (Neh. 5:2) 

 (ii) Present Time 

ליֶש אִֵ֣ ר  ־לְׁ י לֵאמָֹ֗ ר אֵלִַ֣ מֶש׀ אָמַֹּ֧ ם אִֶ֣ י אֲבִיכֶ֜ אלֹהֵ  ע וֵֶֽ ם רֵָּ֑ וֹת עִמָכֶֹ֖ י לַעֲשֵ֥  יָדִֵ֔

ע׃  וֹב עַד־רֶָֽ ב מִטֵ֥ ם־יַעֲקֹֹ֖ ר עִֶֽ ךָ֛ מִדַבֵֵ֥ מֶר לְׁ  הִשָֹּ֧

"It is in my power to do you harm, but the God of your father spoke to me last night, saying, 

`Be careful that you speak to Jacob neither good nor bad.' (Gen. 31:29) 

 (iii) Future Time 

בֶט  יִֵ֣שפֶן־ ה אוֹ־שֵָ֗ פָחִָ֣ וֹ מִשְׁ ה אֹּ֧ יש אוֹ־אִשַָּ֞ כֶם אִִ֣  בֶָ֠

ם אֲשֶר    י הַגוֹיִִ֣ם הָהֵֵּ֑ ד אֶת־אֱלֹהֵֹ֖ כֶת לַעֲבֵֹ֔ ינו לָלִֶ֣ הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֵ֔ וֹ פֹנִֶ֤ה הַיוֹם  מֵעִם  יְׁ בָב   לְׁ

ה׃  יִֵ֣שפֶן־ לַעֲנֶָֽ אש וְׁ ֹֹ֖ ה ר רֶש פֹרֵֶ֥ ם שָֹ֛  בָכֶָ֗

lest there may be among you man or woman or family or tribe, 

whose heart turns away today from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these nations,  

and lest there may  be among you a root bearing bitterness or wormwood; (Deut. 29:18) 

20.3.8 Sentence Type Cy1—X    יֵש  

 X יֵש— this sentence type has the copulative verb substitute (4.3.7 §) יֵש in the non-initial 

position. It occurs only in three of the ten literary types: historical, expository poetry, and prophetic 

poetry. It usually declares existence in some sense, in which the contextual time frame of reference 

may be past [i], present [ii], or future [iii], depending on the time frame that has been established 

in the context. 
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 (i) Past Time 

הו  עַל־בֵי קִדֵ  וֹ וַיַפְׁ רֶת אֹתֵּ֑ שִָ֣ יו וַיְׁ עֵינָֹ֖ ן בְׁ ף חֵָ֛ א יוֹסֵֵ֥ צָ  כָל־וַיִמְׁ וֹ וְׁ וֹ׃ יֶשתֵ֔ יָדֶֽ ן בְׁ וֹ נָתֵַ֥ ־לֹ֖  

So Joseph found favor in his sight, and served him. Then he made him overseer of his house, 

and all that he had he put under his authority. (Gen. 39:4) 

 (ii) Present Time 

פוֹא   בֶן גַם־מִסְׁ גַם־תִֶ֤ ינו  יִֵ֣ש  וְׁ  לַחֲמוֹרֵֵ֔

חֶם וָיִֶַּֽ֤יִן  גַם לִֶ֣ ֶ֠ יך יֶש וְׁ לַנַֹ֖עַר עִם־עֲבָדֵֶּ֑ ך וְׁ אֲמָתֵֶ֔ לֶַֽ  ־לִי  וְׁ

ר׃  וֹר כָל־דָבֶָֽ סֹ֖ ין מַחְׁ  אֵֵ֥

"although we have both straw and fodder for our donkeys, 

 And have bread and wine for myself, for your female servant, and for the young man who is with your servant;  

there is no lack of anything." (Judg. 19:19) 

 (iii) Future Time 

רֶץ   כָל־הָאָ  וֹת בְׁ טִ֤ שטְֹׁ יו מְׁ ה עֵינַָּ֞ הוָָ֗ י יְׁ  כִִ֣

את  ֵֹּ֑ תָ עַל־ז לְׁ כִַ֣ יו נִסְׁ ם אֵלָֹ֖ ם שָלֵָ֛ בָבֵָ֥ חַזֵק עִם־לְׁ הִתְׁ  לְֶׁ֠

תָה  י מֵעֵַ֔ חָמֶֽ  יֵֵ֥ש כִִ֣ ךֹ֖ מִלְׁ  וֹת׃ עִמְׁ

"For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth,  

to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this you have done foolishly;  

therefore from now on you shall have wars." (2 Chr. 16:9) 

20.3.9 Sentence Type Cn0— אֵין     

-this sentence type has the negated copulative verb substitute in the first position, ei—אֵין 

ther because the subject has been elided or the verb has been granted first position prominence. It 

occurs relatively infrequently in nine of the ten literary types, not being found in instructional 

literature. It denies existence in some sense;  the contextual time frame of reference may be past 

[i], present [ii], or future [iii], depending on the time frame that has been established in the context. 

 (i) Past Time 

ים  אֱלֹהִֵּ֑ וֹךְ אֶת־הֶָֽ ךְ חֲנֹ֖ הַלֵֵ֥ נווְׁ וַיִתְׁ ים׃   אֵינֶַּ֕ וֹ אֱלֹהִֶֽ ח אֹתֹ֖ י־לָָקֵַ֥  כִֶֽ

And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him. (Gen. 5:24) 

 

ד׃       הּ וָלֶָֽ ין  לָֹ֖ י עֲקָ רֵָּ֑ ה  אֵֵ֥ י שָרַֹ֖ הִֵ֥  וַתְׁ
But Sarai was barren; she had no child. (Gen. 11:30) 
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 (ii) Present Time 

נו ומָה אֵינֶ  אֵ֔ נִי  מְׁ ךְ מִמֶ  א־חָשִַ֤ ֶֹֽ ל יִת הַזֶה  מִמֶנִי֒ וְׁ  גָד֜וֹל בַבִַ֣

וֹ תֵּ֑ ־אִשְׁ ר אַתְׁ ךְ בַאֲשִֶ֣ י אִם־אוֹתָֹ֖  כִֵ֥

את   ֵֹ֔ דלָֹה  הַז ה הַגְׁ ה הָרָעִָ֤ עֱשֶ֜ יךְ אֶֶֽ אֵ  ים׃ וְׁ אלֹהִֶֽ אתִי לֵֶֽ חָטָֹ֖  וְׁ

"There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from me but you, 

because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?" (Gen. 39:9) 

 

 (iii) Future Time 

נֹ  ח נָשִים  עַל־בְׁ אִם־תִקִַ֤ י וְׁ נֹתַָ֗ עַנִֶ֣ה אֶת־בְׁ ין  יתֵַ֔ אִם־תְׁ נו  אֵֵ֥ יש עִמֵָּ֑  אִֹ֖

ֶּֽך׃  י ובֵינֶֶֽ ד בֵינִֵ֥ ים עֵֹ֖ ה אֱלֹהִֵ֥ אֵַּ֕  רְׁ

"If you afflict my daughters, or if you take other wives besides my daughters, although no man is with us—  see, 

God is witness between you and me!" (Gen 31:50) 

20.3.10 Sentence Type Cn1—X    אֵין  

 X ןאֵי —this sentence type has the negated copulative verb substitute in the non-initial po-

sition. It occurs relatively infrequently in nine of the ten literary types, not being found in exposi-

tory prose. It denies existence in some sense;  the contextual time frame of reference may be past 

[i], present [ii], or future [iii], depending on the time frame that has been established in the context. 

 (i) Past Time 

ח  מֵָּ֑ רֶם יִצְׁ ה טִֶ֣ שֶב הַשָדֶֹ֖ כָל־עֵֵ֥ רֶץ וְׁ יִֶ֣ה בָאֵָ֔ הְׁ רֶם יִֶֽ ה טֶַ֚ יחַ הַשָדֶָ֗ ל׀ שִִ֣ כִֹ֣  וְׁ

רֶץ הוִָ֤ה אֱלֹהִים  עַל־הָאֵָ֔ יר יְׁ טִ֜ א הִמְׁ  ֹ  כִי  ל

ם אָדִָ֣ יִן וְׁ ה׃   אֵַ֔ אֲדָמֶָֽ ד אֶת־הֶָֽ עֲבֹֹ֖  לֶַֽ

before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown. 

For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, 

and there was no man to till the ground; (Gen. 2:5) 

 (ii) Present Time 

ן  ינו זָָקֵֵּ֑ ה אָבִִ֣ עִירָֹ֖ ה אֶל־הַצְׁ כִירָָ֛ אמֶר הַבְׁ ֹֹּ֧  וַת

יש אִ  ין וְׁ רֶץ׃  אִֵ֤ רֶךְ כָל־הָאֶָֽ דֶֹ֖ ינו כְׁ וֹא עָלֵֵ֔ רֶץ  לָבִ֣  בָאָ 

Now the firstborn said to the younger, "Our father is old, 

and there is no man on the earth to come in to us as is the custom of all the earth. (Gen. 19:31) 

 (iii) Future Time 

ל   א נוכַֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ אמֶר ל ַֹּ֕ נו וַנ דְׁ יָרֵַ֔ נו  וְׁ ן אִתָ  ינו הַקָטִֹ֤ דֶת אִם־יֵש  אָחִ   לָרֵֶּ֑

ן   ינו הַקָטֹֹ֖ אָחִֵ֥ יש וְׁ נִֵ֣י הָאִֵ֔ אוֹת  פְׁ ל לִרְׁ א נוכַָ֗ ִֹ֣ נוכִי־ל נו׃  אֵינֵֶ֥  אִתֶָֽ

"But we said, `We cannot go down; if our youngest brother is with us, then we will go down;  

for we may not see the man's face if our youngest brother is not with us.' (Gen. 44:26) 
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20.3.11 Sentence Type Ve—X 

 X—this sentence type is that of the so-called verbless sentence.38 It may be assumed that 

the verb of the sentence was elided because it was redundant or understood from the semantic 

context. It occurs in all ten literary types about 20 to 30 percent of the time with little significance, 

but for the detailed descriptive type (56%) and the descriptive list type (69.9%) the proportion is 

significant and characteristic of those types. 

הו וְׁ  הו  וָבֵֹ֔ ה תֹ  תֵָ֥ רֶץ הָיְׁ הָאָָ֗ וֹם וְׁ הֵּ֑ נִֵ֣י תְׁ שֶךְ עַל־פְׁ  חֹֹ֖

יִם׃   י הַמֶָֽ נֵֵ֥ פֶת עַל־פְׁ רַחֶֹ֖ ים מְׁ וחַ אֱלֹהִֵ֔ רִ֣  וְׁ

The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep.  

And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Gen. 1:2) 

ה וְׁ  ר עָשֵָ֔ א אֱלֹהִים  אֶת־כָל־אֲשִֶ֣ ד וַיִֶַּֽ֤רְׁ אֵֹּ֑ וֹב מְׁ  הִנֵה־טֹ֖

י׃   וֹם הַשִשִֶֽ קֶר יֵ֥ הִי־בֹֹ֖ ֶּֽיְׁ רֶב וֶַֽ הִי־עֵֶ֥ ֶּֽיְׁ  וֶַֽ

Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. 

So the evening and the morning were the sixth day. (Gen. 1:31) 

ם  אֵָּ֑ רְׁ הִבֶָֽ רֶץ בְׁ הָאָֹ֖ יִם וְׁ וֹת הַשָמַָ֛ דֹּ֧ לֶה תוֹלְׁ  אִֵ֣

וֹם   יָ֗ יִם׃ בְׁ שָמֶָֽ רֶץ וְׁ ים אֵֶ֥ ה אֱלֹהִֹ֖ הוֵָ֥ וֹת יְׁ  עֲשָ֛

This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, 

 in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, (Gen. 2:4) 

ים וְׁ  יב לֵב־אָבוֹת  עַל־בָנִֵ֔ הֵשִִ֤ ים וְׁ ב בָנִֹ֖ ם לֵֵ֥  עַל־אֲבוֹתֵָּ֑

רֶם׃   רֶץ חֵֶֽ י אֶת־הָאָֹ֖ הִכֵיתִֵ֥ וֹא וְׁ  פֶן־אָבַּ֕

And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children,  

And the hearts of the children to their fathers,  

Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse." (Mal. 4:6) 

אֱלִיל   י הֶָֽ וֹי רעִִֹ֤ י הַ הִ֣ בִִ֣ ֵֹ֔ עזְֹׁ מִיצ ין יְׁ עַל־עִֵ֣ וֹ וְׁ רוֹעֹ֖ רֶב עַל־זְׁ  וֹנֵּ֑ אן חֵֶ֥

ה׃   הֶֶֽ ה תִכְׁ וֹ כָהֵֹ֥ מִינֹ֖ ין יְׁ עֵֵ֥ ש וְׁ וֹש תִיבֵָ֔ רעֹוֹ  יָבִ֣  זְׁ

Woe to the worthless shepherd, Who leaves the flock! 

A sword shall be against his arm And against his right eye; 

His arm shall completely wither, And his right eye shall be totally blinded."  (Zech. 11:17) 

20.3.12 Sentence Type Vp0—qtl (X) 

 qtl (X)—this sentence type has the perfect form of the verb in the first position, either 

because the subject has been elided or the verb has been granted first position prominence. It occurs 

 

38 The statistical percentage for this sentence type is higher than that of reality (see f. n. 20 under § 20.3, p. 

523). But their relative value is still significant in the case of some literary types. 
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in all ten literary types about ten percent of the time, more or less, with little significance, providing 

supplementary information. But for the expository prose type its proportion (20%) may be re-

garded as significant and characteristic of that type. It usually indicates relative past tense, but the 

contextual time frame of reference may be past [i], present [ii], or future [iii], depending on the 

time frame that has been established in the context. 

 (i) Past Time 

אוְׁ  ב  לאֹ־נָשֵָ֥ כושָם  רֵָ֔ י־הָיִָ֤ה רְׁ ו כִֶֽ דֵָּ֑ בֶת יַחְׁ רֶץ לָשִֶ֣ ם הָאָֹ֖ ווְׁ אֹתָָ֛ לֹ֖ כְׁ א יֶָֽ ֵֹ֥ דֶָֽ   ל בֶת יַחְׁ  ו׃לָשֵֶ֥

Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together,  

for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. (Gen. 13:6) 

יִם  י הַשָמַָ֗ הוִָ֣ה׀ אֱלֹהִֵ֣ ר יְׁ נִי   אֲשֶ  קָחַ֜ תִי֒  לְׁ וֹלַדְׁ רֶץ מֶֽ ית אָבִי  ומֵאִֶ֣ מִבִֵ֣  

רוַ  י וַ דִבֶר אֲשֶ  ר ־לִ֜ ע אֲשִֶ֤ בֶַֽ שְׁ ר נִֶֽ ־לִי  לֵאמֵֹ֔  

יך  פָנֵֶ֔ אָכוֹ  לְׁ ח מַלְׁ לִַ֤ וא יִשְׁ את הָ֗ ֵֹּ֑ רֶץ הַז ן אֶת־הָאִָ֣ עֲךֵ֔ אֶתֵֹ֖ רְׁ זַ   לְׁ

ם׃  י מִשֶָֽ נִֹ֖ ה לִבְׁ תֵָ֥ אִשָָ֛ לָקַחְׁ וְׁ
“The LORD God of heaven, who took me from my father's house and from the land of my family, 

and who spoke to me and who swore to me, saying, 

‘To your descendants I give this land, ' He will send His angel before you, 

and you shall take a wife for my son from there.(Gen. 24:7) 

 (ii) Present Time 

וֹ תֵ֔ י אִשְׁ יאֹמֶר  אֶל־שָרִַ֣ מָה וַ  יְׁ רֵָּ֑ וֹא מִצְׁ יב לָבִ֣ רִֹ֖ ר הִקְׁ י כַאֲשֵֶ֥ הִַּ֕  וַיְׁ

תִי הִנֵה־נִָ֣א  עְׁ ׃  יָדֵַ֔ תְׁ ה אֶָֽ אֶֹ֖ פַת־מַרְׁ ה יְׁ י אִשֵָ֥  כִָ֛

And it came to pass, when he was close to entering Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife,  

"Indeed I know that you are a woman of beautiful countenance. (Gen. 12:11) 

י  ר אֲדנָָֹ֗ א וַיאֹמֵַּ֑ אתִי אִם־נָ  דֶֶֽ  מָצִָ֤ ל עַבְׁ ר מֵעֵַ֥ א תַעֲבֹֹ֖ יך אַל־נֵָ֥ עֵינֵֶ֔  ך׃ חֵן  בְׁ

And he said, "My Lord, please if I have found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your servant. (Gen. 18:3) 

 (iii) Future Time 

ֶּֽן ו  עָנֵָּ֑ שֶת בֶֶֽ ה הַקֶֹ֖ תֵָ֥ הָיְׁ יהָ וְׁ אִיתִָ֗ ם   רְׁ ית עוֹלֵָ֔ רִִ֣ כרֹ  בְׁ  לִזְׁ

ים ובֵין   ין אֱלֹהִֵ֔ רֶץ׃ בִֵ֣ ר עַל־הָאֶָֽ ר אֲשֵֶ֥ כָל־בָשָֹ֖ ה בְׁ  כָל־נִֶ֣פֶש חַיֵָ֔

"The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant  

between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." (Gen. 9:16) 

אַ  אמֶר לְׁ ִֹ֣ ם וַי א לָהֵֶ֔ ִֹ֣ רֶץ  ל אֶ  עֲךָ֗ בְׁ יִֶ֣ה זַרְׁ ע כִי־גִֵ֣ר׀ יִהְׁ עַ תֵדַ֜  ֹ ם יָד רָָ֗  בְׁ

וםוַ  ווְׁ  עֲבָדֹ֖ ה׃  עִנִ֣ וֹת שָנֶָֽ ע מֵאֹ֖ בֵַ֥ ם אַרְׁ  אֹתֵָּ֑

Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs,  

and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. (Gen. 15:13) 
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20.3.13 Sentence Type Vp1—X qtl 

 X qtl—this sentence type has the perfect form of the verb in the non-initial position. It 

occurs in all ten literary types but relatively infrequently: maximum (11%) in predictive poetry, 

and minimum (1.4%) in instructional literature. It is distinguishingly characteristic of no literary 

type, but provides subsidiary information in which the verbal action, state, or relationship is viewed 

as completed in some sense. The time may be past [i], present [ii], or future [iii], depending on the 

time frame that has been established in the context. 

 (i) Past Time: 
             

In the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. (Gen. 1:27) 

              
       

And Irad fathered  Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered Methushael, 

and Methushael fathered Lamech. (Gen. 4:18) 

             
And your father has deceived me and changed my wages ten times. (Gen. 31:7) 

 (ii) Present Time: 
       

Now you are commanded: do this . . . (Gen. 45:19) 

י   עלאֹ־יָ הֵן אֲדנִֵֹ֔ יִת דֵַ֥ י מַה־בַבֵָּ֑ אִתִֹ֖  
Look, my master does not know what is with me in the house. (Gen. 39:8) 

 

           
And now, behold it is dry, and it is moldy. (Josh. 9:12) 

 (iii) Future Time: 
    

                
           

You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

for on this very day I will have brought your armies out of the land of Egypt. 

Therefore, you shall observe this day throughout your generations 

as an everlasting ordinance. (Exod. 12:17) 

             
           

       
And you, if you warn the righteous that the righteous not sin, 

And he does not sin, he shall surely live, for he was warned, 

And you will have delivered your soul (Ezek. 3:21) 
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 (iv) Introducing historical discourse: 

 He created them male and female,       
 and He blessed them      
 and He called them Mankind        
    in the day they were created.      
 And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years,           
 and He begot a son in his own likeness, after his image,         
 and He called his name Seth.        
 The days of Adam, after he begot Seth,             
    were eight hundred years;       
 and he had sons and daughters. (Gen. 5:2-4)         

20.3.14 Sentence Type Vpw—Weqtl 

 Weqtl—this sentence type has the verb in the first position with Waw consecutive. It occurs 

in all ten literary types, but is distinguishingly characteristic of only the procedural type (23.6%), 

the instructional type (27%), the juridical type (18%), and the predictive prose type (10%), being 

a secondary characteristic in those literary types. It is used to declare the next in a sequence of 

impending events, so the time frame is mostly future [i], but it may also express aspectually perfect 

events in the present [ii], or past [iii], depending on the time frame that has been established in the 

context. 

 (i) Future Time: 
 And now, lest he put out his hand,         
 and he take also from the tree of life,          
 and he eat,     
 and he live forever. (Gen. 3:22)      


 Then God said:      
 “But Sarah your wife will bear you a son,         
 and you shall call his name Isaac.         
 And I will establish My covenant with him.” (Gen. 17:19)          

 Behold, I am gathering two sticks,            
 that I may go,    

 and I may prepare it for me and my son,          
 and we may eat it,    
 and we may die. (1 Kgs. 17:12)      
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(ii) Present Time: 

 Behold, the LORD empties the earth,         
 and He demolishes it.      

 And He warps its surface,       
 and scatters its inhabitants. (Isa. 24:1)       

 (iii) Past Time: 
      And in Moses’ going before the LORD          

      to speak with Him,     

 he would remove the veil until time for him to come out,         
 then he would go out    
 and he would speak to the sons of Israel       
      that which he was commanded.        

 Then the sons of Israel would see the face of Moses,             
      that the skin of Moses’ face shone,          

 And Moses would put the veil back over his face             
      until time for his going to speak with Him. (Exod. 34:34-35)        

  Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz              
      were staying in En Rogel,  

 And the maid servant would come,      
 And she would tell them,      
 And they would go,      
 And they would tell King David.  (2 Sam. 17:17)        

20.3.15 Sentence Type Vi0—yqtl (X) 

 Yqtl (X)—this sentence type has the imperfect form of the verb in the first position, either 

because the subject has been elided or the verb has been granted first position prominence. It occurs 

in all ten literary types, but significantly so only in the juridical type (17%), the expository poetry 

type (23%), and the predictive poetry (17%). In all the literary types, it has approximately the same 

percentage of distribution as that of type Vi1, suggesting that no significant difference exists be-

tween their characteristic role in literary types. The verbal action, state, or relationship is viewed 

as incomplete in some sense, whether hypothetical, potential, impending, repetitive, or habitual. 

Most non-indicative statements are expressed in this structure, including imperatives. The time 

may be timeless [i], past [ii], present [iii], or future [iv], depending on the time frame that has been 

established in the context.  

 (i) Timeless: 

ו ע יָרֵּ֑ לֵיהֶם לָרִַ֣ גְׁ י רֶַּ֭ ו וִֶֽ֜   צוכִִ֣ ם׃  ימַהֲרָ֗ פָךְ־דֶָֽ  לִשְׁ

For their feet run to evil, And they make haste to shed blood. (Prov. 1:16)   



Chapter 20 The Syntax of Sentences in Discourse  

 

 

543 

 

 

ם יֶאֱ  דָמִָ֣ הֵם לְׁ ֶּ֭ ו בורֵֹּ֑ וְׁ נָ֗ פְׁ צְׁ ם׃   יִ֜ שתֶָֹֽ נַפְׁ  לְׁ

But they lie in wait for their own blood, They lurk secretly for their own lives. (Prov. 1:18) 

כַזֵֵּ֑ב  א יְׁ ִֹ֣ מונִים ל ד אֱֶּ֭ יחַ וְׁ  עִֵ֣ קֶר׃  יָפִֵ֥ ד שֶָֽ ים עִֵ֣ זָבִָ֗  כְׁ֜

A faithful witness does not lie, But a false witness utters lies. (Prov. 14:5) 

ת ד אֱמֵֶּ֑ פָשוֹת עִֵ֣ ֶּ֭ יל נְׁ חַ וְׁ  מַצִִ֣ ה׃  יָפִֹ֖ מֶָֽ ים מִרְׁ זָבִִ֣  כְׁ

A true witness delivers souls, But a deceitful witness speaks lies. (Prov. 14:25) 

 (ii) Past Time: 

ם בַדֵָּ֑ ם לְׁ לָהִֶ֣ וֹ וְׁ בַדֹ֖ וֹ לְׁ ימו לָ֛  וַיָשִֵ֥

ם בַדֵָ֔ ים אִתוֹ  לְׁ לִִ֤ ים הָאֹכְׁ רִַּ֞ לַמִצְׁ  וְׁ

ל֜וןכִי   א יוכְׁ  ֹ חֶם   ל רִים  לֵֶ֔ עִבְׁ ל אֶת־הֶָֽ ים לֶאֱכִֹ֤ רִָ֗  הַמִצְׁ

יִם׃  רֶָֽ מִצְׁ וא לְׁ ה הִֹ֖  כִי־תוֹעֵבֵָ֥

So they set him a place by himself, and them by themselves,  

and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves;  

because the Egyptians could not eat food with the Hebrews,  

for that is an abomination to the Egyptians. (Gen. 43:32) 

ר אִ    דַבִֵ֣ הוָה  לְׁ נִֵ֤י יְׁ ה לִפְׁ א מֹשֶ֜  ֹ ב וֹתֵ֔ ובְׁ   

יר וֹ יָסִֵ֥ וֶֹ֖ה עַד־צֵאתֵּ֑ אֶת־הַמַסְׁ  

ה׃  וֶֶֽ צֻׁ ר יְׁ ת אֲשֵֶ֥ ל אֵֹ֖ רָאֵֵ֔ נִֵ֣י יִשְׁ דִבֶר  אֶל־בְׁ א וְׁ יָצָָ֗  וְׁ
But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, 

he would take off the veil until he came out; 

and he would come out and speak to the children of Israel whatever he had been commanded. (Exod. 34:34) 

(habitual past)39 

 (iii) Present Time: 

יהָ  אמֶר אֶל־אָבִָ֗ ִֹ֣ יוַת עֵינִֵ֣י אֲדנִֵֹ֔ חַר  בְׁ י  אַל־יִ  וֹא אוכַל     כִִ֣ יך לִ֤ ום מִפָנֵֶ֔  לָקִ֣

ים׃   רָפִֶֽ א אֶת־הַתְׁ א מָצָֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ ל ש וְׁ חַפֵַּ֕ י וַיְׁ ים לִֵּ֑ רֶךְ נָשִֹ֖  כִי־דֵֶ֥

And she said to her father, "Let it not displease my lord for I cannot rise before you, 

 for the manner of women is with me." And he searched but did not find the household idols. (Gen. 31:35) 

 

יו בָנֵָ֔ אמֶר יַעֲקבֹ  לְׁ ִֹ֤ יִם וַי רֵָּ֑ מִצְׁ בֶר בְׁ י יֶש־שֶֹ֖ ב כִֵ֥ א יַעֲקֵֹ֔ מָה וַיִֶַּֽ֣רְׁ ו לָֹ֖ רָאֶֽ  ׃ תִתְׁ
When Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, Jacob said to his sons, 

"Why do you look at one another?" (Gen. 42:1) 

 

39 Note that the Waw Consecutive with perfect continues the habitual imperfect aspect of יר  twice in this יָסִֵ֥

verse. 
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 (iv) Future Time: 

אמֶר אֱלֹ    ִֹ֣ ו ים הִָ֗ וַי ד   יִקָו  וֹם אֶחֵָ֔ יִם  אֶל־מָקִ֣ חַת הַשָמַ  יִם מִתִַ֤ הוְׁ  הַמַ֜ ן׃    תֵרָאֶֹ֖ הִי־כֵֶֽ ֶּֽיְׁ ה וֶַֽ  הַיַבָשֵָּ֑

Then God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, 

and let the dry land appear"; and it was so. (Gen. 1:9) 

בַ  ם לְׁ אָדָֹ֖ וֹת הֶָֽ וֹב הֱיֵ֥ ים לאֹ־טָ֛ הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהִֵ֔ יאֹמֶר  יְׁ עֱשֶהּ וֹדֵּ֑ וַ  וֹ׃ אֶֶֽ דֶֽ נֶגְׁ זֶר כְׁ וֹ עֵֹ֖  ־לֵ֥

And the LORD God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; 

 I will make him a helper comparable to him." (Gen. 2:18) 

ר אֱלֹ תוֹךְ־הַגָן֒ אָמִַ֣ ר בְׁ י הָעֵץ  אֲשִֶ֣ רִִ֣  ים הִָ֗ ומִפְׁ

לו   אכְׁ ֶֹֽ א ת ִֹ֤ נו  ל ווְׁ  מִמֵֶ֔ עֹ֖ א תִגְׁ ֵֹ֥ וֹ ל ון־פֶן  בֵּ֑ תֶֽ מֻׁ  ׃ תְׁ
"but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said,  

`You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.'" (Gen. 3:3) 

אִ  ש אֶל־הֶָֽ אמֶר הַנָחָֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ וןה שֵָּ֑ וַי תֶֽ מֻׁ וֹת תְׁ א־מֹ֖ ֶֹֽ  ׃ ל
Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. (Gen. 3:4) 

אמֶר וְׁ  ֵֹ֔ ינוהֵן  וַיִַ֤עַן מֹשֶה  וַי א־יַאֲמִִ֣ ֶֹֽ י ל ו וְׁ  לִֵ֔ עֹ֖ מְׁ א יִשְׁ ֵֹ֥ יל קלִֵֹּ֑  בְׁ

י  אמְׁ  כִִ֣ ֶֹֽ ה׃  ו רֵ֔ י הוֶָֽ יך יְׁ ה אֵלֶֹ֖ אֵָ֥ א־נִרְׁ ֶֹֽ  ל

Then Moses answered and said, "But if they will not believe me or listen to my voice;  

for they may say, `The LORD has not appeared to you.'" (Exod. 4:1) 

20.3.16 Sentence Type Vi1—X  yqtl 

 X yqtl—this sentence type has the imperfect form of the verb in the non-initial position. It 

occurs in all ten literary types but significantly so only in the procedural type (13.5%), the juridical 

type (13.2%), the expository poetry type (19%), and the predictive poetry type (15.5%). In all the 

literary types, it has approximately the same percentage of distribution as that of type Vi0, sug-

gesting that no significant difference exists between their characteristic role in literary types. Like 

sentence type Vi0, the verbal action, state, or relationship is viewed as incomplete in some sense, 

whether hypothetical, potential, impending, repetitive, or habitual. Most non-indicative statements 

are expressed in this structure, including imperatives. The time may be timeless [i], past [ii], pre-

sent [iii], or future [iv], depending on the time frame that has been established in the context.  

 (i) Timeless 

כָם ן חֶָּ֭ שַמַח בִֵ֣ ב יְׁ  ־אֵָּ֑

A wise son makes a father glad. (Prov. 15:20) 
 

שֶא  וֹת דֶֶּ֭ אִ֣ נִי בִנְׁ בִיצֵֵּ֑  יַרְׁ

וֹת   חִ֣ נֻׁ י מְׁ נִיעַל־מֵֹ֖ נַהֲלֵֶֽ  ׃ יְׁ
He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside the still waters. (Psa. 23:2) 
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ע  שֵי־רֶָּ֭ ינו אַנְׁ טלאֹ־יָבִִ֣ פֵָּ֑  מִשְׁ

ה   הוָָ֗ י יְׁ֜ שֵֵ֥ בַקְׁ ינו ומְׁ ל׃ יָבִֵ֥  כֶֹֽ

Evil men do not understand justice, 

But those who seek the LORD understand all. (Prov. 28:5) 

(ii) Past Time 

לֶ  ר חִטִים  מַכִֹ֣ לֶף כִֹ֤ רִים  אֶ  ם עֶשְׁ חִירָ֜ ן לְׁ לֹמֹה  נָתַ  וֹ ושְׁ בֵיתֵ֔  ת לְׁ

ה־ ית כֶֹֽ מֶן כָתִֵּ֑ ר שִֶ֣ ים כֹֹ֖ רִֵ֥ עֶשְׁ ןוְׁ ה׃  יִתֵֹּ֧ שָנֶָֽ ה בְׁ ם שָנֵָ֥ חִירָֹ֖ ה לְׁ לֹמָֹ֛  שְׁ

And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand kors of wheat as food for his household,  

and twenty kors of pressed oil. Thus Solomon gave to Hiram year by year. (1 Kgs. 5:25, vs. 11 Eng.) 

ם  שֵָ֗ קַדְׁ ֶּֽיְׁ וֹב וֶַֽ ח אִיִ֣ לַֹּ֧ ה וַיִשְׁ תֶ֜ י הַמִשְׁ מֵ  ו  יְׁ י הִקִיפֶֽ י כִִ֣ הִֶּ֡  וַיְׁ

לָם֒  ר כֻׁ פִַ֣ הֶעֱלִָ֣ה עלֹוֹת  מִסְׁ ים בַבקֶֹר  וְׁ כִִ֣ הִשְׁ  וְׁ

י אָ  םכִַ֚ בָבֵָּ֑ ים בִלְׁ ו אֱלֹהִֹ֖ י ובֵרֲכֵ֥ ו בָנֵַ֔ אִ֣ וֹב אולַי  חָטְׁ ר אִיֵ֔  מִַ֣

כָה  ה כָָ֛ ים׃ יַעֲשֵֶ֥ וֹב כָל־הַיָמִֶֽ  אִיֹ֖

So it was, when the days of feasting had run their course, that Job would send and sanctify them,  

and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. 

 For Job said, "It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts." 

 Thus Job did regularly. (Job 1:5) 

תַ  שְׁ ים ומִֶֽ עִִ֤ לֶךְ כרְֹׁ עַר הַמֶָ֗ שִַ֣ לֶךְ אֲשֶר־בְׁ י הַמֶ֜ דֵ  כָל־עַבְׁ ן וְׁ הָמֵָ֔  חֲוִים  לְׁ

לֶךְ  וֹ הַמֵֶּ֑ ן צִוָה־לִ֣  כִי־כֵֹ֖

י   כֵַ֔ דֳּ רְׁ עומָ  רַֹ֖ א יִכְׁ ֵֹ֥ ה  ל תַחֲוֶֶֽ שְׁ א יִֶֽ ֵֹ֥ ל  וְׁ

And all the king's servants who were within the king's gate bowed and paid homage to Haman,  

for so the king had commanded concerning him.  

But Mordecai would not bow or pay homage. (Est. 3:2) 

(habitual past) 

 (iii) Present Time 

הּ  קָנִָ֣ה אִישָָ֗ הּ אֶלְׁ אמֶר לָ֜  ֹ  וַי

מֶה  יחַנָה  לִָ֣ כִָ֗ מֶה   תִבְׁ לָ  י  וְׁ לִֵ֔ אכְׁ ֶֹֽ א ת ִֹ֣ מֶה ל לָֹ֖ עוְׁ ךְ   יֵרִַ֣ בָבֵֵּ֑  לְׁ

ים׃  ה בָנִֶֽ ךְ מֵעֲשָרָֹ֖ וֹב לֵָ֔ נֹכִי  טִ֣ וֹא אֶָֽ  הֲלִ֤

Then Elkanah her husband said to her,  

"Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? And why is your heart grieved?  

Am I not better to you than ten sons?" (1 Sam. 1:8) 

יש הו הָאִָ֛ אָלֵֹּ֧ ה וַיִשְׁ ה בַשָדֵֶּ֑ הִנֵֵ֥ה תֹעֶֹ֖ יש וְׁ הו אִֵ֔ צָאִֵ֣ ר  וַיִמְׁ שמַה־ לֵאמֹֹ֖ בַקֵֶֽ  ׃ תְׁ
Now a certain man found him, and there he was, wandering in the field.  

And the man asked him, saying, "What are you seeking?" (Gen. 37:15) 
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 (iv) Future Time 

דָ  דֶש קֶָֽ ו קִֹ֣ הָיֹ֖ ם וְׁ תִָ֣ אֹתֵָ֔ קִדַשְׁ םים שִֵּ֑ וְׁ עַ בָהֶֹ֖ ש כָל־הַנֹגֵֵ֥ דֶָֽ  ׃יִקְׁ
"You shall consecrate them, that they may be most holy;  

whatever touches them must be holy. (Exod. 30:29) 

וֹת  ם לַעֲשֵּ֑ זֶֹ֖ה הַחִלִָ֣ ם וְׁ לֵָ֔ כֻׁ ה אַחַת  לְׁ שָפִָ֤ ם אֶחָד  וְׁ ן עִַ֤ ה הִֵ֣ הוָָ֗ אמֶר יְׁ ִֹ֣  וַי

עַתָה     א־יִבָצִֵ֣ וְׁ ֶֹֽ וֹת׃  רל עֲשֶֽ ו לֶַֽ מֹ֖ ר יָזְׁ ל אֲשֵֶ֥ ם כָֹ֛  מֵהֵֶ֔

And the LORD said, "Indeed the people are one and they all have one language,  

and this is what they begin to do;  

now anything that they propose to do will not be withheld from them. (Gen. 11:6) 

20.3.17 Sentence Type Viw—Wyyqtl 

 Wyyqtl—this sentence type has the imperfect form of the verb in the first position with 

Waw consecutive. It occurs in all ten literary types, but only significantly so in the historical type 

(31%), the detail descriptive type (19.5%), and the descriptive list type (10.5%). It is used to de-

clare the next event in a sequence of aspectually perfect events and thus forms the story line of 

historical narrative. The time frame is mostly past [i], but this type of sentence may also express 

aspectually perfect events in the present [ii], or future [iii], depending on the time frame that has 

been established in the context. 

 (i) Past Time: 

 And Adam knew Eve his wife,         
 and she conceived,    
 and she bore Cain.      
 And she said:    
  “I have acquired a man with the LORD.”40         
 And she added to bear his brother Abel.           
 (Gen. 4:1-2) 
 

 And Abraham ran to the herd,        
 and he took a tender and good calf,         
 and he gave it to the young man,      
 and he hastened to prepare it.        
 Then he took butter and milk and the calf         

 

40 The subject has been elided in this sentence. Quotations, whether direct or indirect, are actually the com-

plement of a verb of speaking, thinking, wishing, desiring, etc. They may be a short utterance, or a long discourse. 

Quotations have their own literary structure depending on what is said. Technically, they may be regarded as imbedded 

in the sentence that introduces them, or, for practical reasons, they may be treated as a side track to the flow of thought. 
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      that he had prepared,41      

 and he placed it before them. (Gen. 18:7-8)      
 

 Before I finished talking to my heart,          
 behold, Rebekah was coming out,42       
         and her pitcher was on her shoulder.43        

 And she went down to the well,      
 and she drew some water.    
 Then I said to her: “Please give me a drink.”           
 So she made haste,    
 and she let down her pitcher from off her shoulder,       
 and she said:     
    “Drink, and I will water the camels also.”          
 So I took a drink,    
      and she watered the camels also.44           

 (Gen. 24:45-46) 

 

 And it happened while they were in the field         
 that Cain rose up against Abel his brother,            
 and he killed him.        
 Then the LORD said to Cain:          
      “Where is Abel your brother?”45       

 And he said:      
       “I don’t know.      

      Am I my brother’s keeper?”         

 Then He said:     
       “What have you done?      
      The voice of your brother’s blood         

      cries out to me from the ground.” (Gen. 4:8-10)        

 

And thus he would do year after year,        
      whenever he took her up to the house of the LORD.46         

 Thus also she would provoke her     

 

41 This relative pronoun sentence is imbedded in the previous sentence as a modifier of the predicate com-

plement. Relative pronoun sentences do not count as separate sentences because they are imbedded. 

42 This participle sentence (X + qotel) provides the initial event of the sequence. 

43 This copulative sentence provides background and does not interrupt the sequence of events. 

44 This aspectually perfect sentence provides closure to the sequence. 

45 The sentence has been transformed into a question. 

46 This dependent sentence provides background information. 
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 And she would cry    
 And she would not eat      
 Then Elkanah her husband would say to her, Hannah:            
      “Why do you keep weeping?       

      And why don’t you ever eat?        

      And why is your heart grieved?        

      Am I not better to you than ten sons?” (1 Sam. 1:7-8)              
 

 And it happened at the end of forty days,          
 that Noah opened the window of the ark         
      that he had made.     

 And he sent out the raven.      
 And it went out, going out and coming back,         
 until the waters dried up from the earth. (Gen. 8:6-7)         

 (ii) Present Time:47 
 The LORD kills and He makes alive.        
 He brings down to the grave,       

 and He raises up  (1 Sam. 2:6)     
 

 He makes nations great,        
 and He destroys them;     
 He enlarges nations,      
 and He guides them. (Job 12:23)      
 

 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars,           
                then the LORD shatters the cedars of Lebanon.              
 (Psa. 29:5) 
 

 (iii) Future Time:48 
 For unto us a Child is born,         
 Unto us a Son is given;       
 And the government will be upon His shoulder.        
 And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor,         
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.          
 (Isa. 9:5) 
 

 You children of Zion be glad then,         
 And rejoice in the LORD your God;         
 For He has given you the former rain faithfully,         

 

47 This example is from poetry; but it demonstrates that the use of Waw consecutive in poetry is much like 

that in prose. 

48 JM § 118s. 
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  And He will cause the rain to come down for you—        
 The former rain, And the latter rain in the first month.         

 (Joel 2:23) 

20.3.18 Sentence Type Vdp0—hyh (X) qotel 

 Hyh (X) qotel—this sentence type has the copulative verb in first position serving as an 

auxiliary to a following verbal participle expressing the durative aspect (§ 5.6.5.3). This is a rare 

sentence type occurring in the Hebrew Bible only eight times, probably because the auxiliary has 

usually been elided, being redundant or anticipated by the current state of the semantic context. 

The temporal context is past time. 

ה וְׁ  יא׀   הָיַָּ֞ בֶת הִִ֣ וֹר וְׁ  רכִֶֹ֣ ל־הַחֲמָ֗ דֶ עֶַֽ ר  ת  ירֶֹ  תֶר הָהֵָ֔ סִֵ֣  בְׁ

יו הִנִֵ֤ה דָוִד  וַאֲנָשֵָ֔ ים  וְׁ דִֹ֖ ם׃   ירְֹׁ ש אֹתֶָֽ גֹֹ֖ הּ וַתִפְׁ רָאתֵָּ֑  לִקְׁ

And she was riding on the donkey, and she was going down under cover of the hill;  

and there were David and his men, coming down toward her, and she met them. (1 Sam. 25:20) 

[The auxilliary for the subsequent participles was elided as redundant] 

קֵנִים   ם אֶת־הַזְׁ עָָ֗ חַבְׁ לֶךְ רְׁ ץ הַמִֶ֣  וַיִוָעַַּ֞

ו־אֲשֶר ים  הָיִ֣ דִָ֗ ר עמְֹׁ י לֵאמֵֹּ֑ וֹ חַֹ֖ יתֵֹ֥ הְׁ יו בִֶֽ ה אָבִֵ֔ לֹמִֹ֣ נֵי  שְׁ  אֶת־פְׁ

הָ  ים לְׁ וֹעָצִֵ֔ ם נֶֽ יךְ אַתִֶ֣ ר׃ אֵַ֚ עָם־הַזֶֹ֖ה דָבֶָֽ יב אֶת־הֶָֽ  שִֵ֥

Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders  

who were standing before his father Solomon while he still lived, and he said,  

"How do you advise me to answer these people?" (1 Kgs. 12:6) 

הּ נֶאֱנָחִים   חֶם כָל־עַמִָ֤ ים לֵֶ֔ שִִ֣ בַקְׁ  מְׁ

יב נֵָּ֑פֶש  הָשִִ֣ כֶל לְׁ אֹֹ֖ ם בְׁ ו  מַחֲמַדֵיהֶָ֛ נֹּ֧  נָתְׁ

יטָה  הַבִֵ֔ ֶֽ הוָה  וְׁ ה יְׁ אִֵ֤ י רְׁ ה  כִֵ֥  ׃ הָיִֹ֖יתִי זוֹלֵלֶָֽ
All her people sigh, They seek bread;  

They have given their valuables for food to restore life.  

"See, O LORD, and consider, For I am being scorned." (Lam. 1:11) 

20.3.19 Sentence Type Vdp1—X hyh (X) qotel 

 X hyh (X) qotel—this sentence type has the copulative verb in the non-initial position 

serving as an auxiliary to a following verbal participle expressing the durative aspect (§ 5.6.5.3). 

This too is a rare sentence type occurring in the Hebrew Bible only 36 times, probably because the 

auxiliary has usually been elided, being redundant or anticipated by the current state of the seman-

tic context. The temporal context is past time. 
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הַר  ית הַסֵֹּ֑ בִֵ֣ ר בְׁ ם אֲשֶֹ֖ אֲסִירִֵ֔ ת כָל־הִָ֣ ף אֵַ֚ יַד־יוֹסֵֵ֔ הַר  בְׁ ר בֵית־הַסֹ  ן שִַ֤  וַיִתֵַּ֞

ר עשִֹים   ת כָל־אֲשִֶ֤ אֵ  וא שֵָ֔ וְׁ ההָיֵָ֥ה עֹ ם הֹ֖  ׃ שֶֶֽ
And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners who were in the prison;  

whatever they did there, it was his doing. (Gen. 39:22) 

ה   הומֹשֶָ֗ יֵֶָּּֽ֑ן הָיֵָ֥ה רעֶָֹ֛ ן מִדְׁ וֹ כהִֵֹ֣ נֹ֖ וֹ חֹתְׁ רֵ֥ אן יִתְׁ ָֹ֛  אֶת־צ

ג  הִַ֤ בָה׃ וַיִנְׁ ים חרֵֶֹֽ ר הָאֱלֹהִֹ֖ א אֶל־הֵַ֥ ָֹ֛ ר וַיָב בֵָ֔ ר הַמִדְׁ  אֶת־הַצאֹן  אַחִַ֣

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian.  

And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. (Exod. 3:1) 

ר  ל לֵאמֵֹּ֑ רָאֵֹ֖ י יִשְׁ נֵֵ֥ ה עִם־זִקְׁ נִֵ֣ר הָיֵָ֔ בַר־אַבְׁ  ודְׁ

ם   שֵֹ֔ מוֹל  גַם־שִלְׁ ים גַם־תְׁ שִֹּ֧ בַקְׁ ם מְׁ ם׃ הֱיִיתֶַּ֞ לֶךְ עֲלֵיכֶֶֽ מֶֹ֖ ד לְׁ  אֶת־דָוִָ֛

Now Abner had communicated with the elders of Israel, saying,  

"In time past you were seeking for David to be king over you. (2 Sam. 3:17) 

20.3.20 Sentence Type Vdpw—wehyh (X) qotel 

 Wehyh (X) qotel—this sentence type has the copulative verb in the first position with Waw 

consecutive serving as an auxiliary to a following verbal participle expressing the durative aspect 

(§ 5.6.5.3). This too is a rare sentence type occurring in the Hebrew Bible only 14 times, probably 

because the auxiliary has usually been elided, being redundant or anticipated by the current state 

of the semantic context. The temporal context is future time. 

ו הָיִ֣ בִים     וְׁ רֻׁ י הַכְׁ שֵ  לָה  פֹרְׁ עְׁ מַָ֗ יִם לְׁ נָפַ֜  כְׁ

רֶת  פֵיהֶם  עַל־הַכַפֵֹ֔ כַנְׁ ים בְׁ כִִ֤  סֹכְׁ

יו  יש אֶל־אָחִֵּ֑ ם אִִ֣ נֵיהֶֹ֖  ופְׁ

ים׃  בִֶֽ רֻׁ י הַכְׁ נֵֵ֥ ו פְׁ יֹ֖ רֶת יִהְׁ  אֶל־הַכַפֵֹ֔

"And the cherubim shall be stretching out their wings above,  

covering the mercy seat with their wings,  

and they shall face one another; 

 the faces of the cherubim shall be toward the mercy seat. (Exod. 25:20) 

ש  מַשִֵ֣ יתָ מְׁ הָיִ֜ ש הָ וְׁ מַשִֵ֤ ר יְׁ יִם כַאֲשֶ  רַָ֗ צָהֳּ ה בֶַֽ  עִוֵר  בָאֲפֵלֵָ֔

יך  רָכֵֶּ֑ יחַ אֶת־דְׁ לִֹ֖ א תַצְׁ ֵֹ֥ ל  וְׁ

יתָ  הָיִ֜ ךְ  וְׁ וקאִַ֣ ול וְׁ   עָשֹּ֧ ים גָזָ֛ יעַ׃  כָל־הַיָמִֹ֖ ין מוֹשִֶֽ אֵֵ֥  וְׁ

"And you shall be groping at noonday, as a blind man gropes in darkness; 

you shall not prosper in your ways;  

you shall be only oppressed and plundered continually,  

and no one shall save you. (Deut. 28:29) 
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20.3.21 Sentence Type Vdi0—yhyh (X) qotel 

 Yhyh (X) qotel—this sentence type has the copulative verb in the first position serving as 

an auxiliary to a following verbal participle expressing the durative aspect (§ 5.6.5.3). This is a 

rare sentence type occurring in the Hebrew Bible only 17 times, probably because the auxiliary 

has usually been elided, being redundant or anticipated by the current state of the semantic context. 

The temporal context is future time. 

י הִִ֤ הוִָ֣ה  יְׁ ם יְׁ ךְ שִֵ֣ ברֵָֹּ֑ ם׃  מְׁ עַד־עוֹלֶָֽ ה וְׁ עַתָָ֗  מֵֶֽ֜

Let the name of the LORD be continually blessed from now and forever (Psa. 113:2) 

יֵֶ֥ה ־אִם ֶּֽדַחֲךֹ֖ יִהְׁ ך׃ נִֶֽ ם יִקָחֶֶֽ יך ומִשָֹ֖ הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֶ֔ ך  יְׁ קַבֶצְׁ ם יְׁ יִם מִשָָ֗ ה הַשָמֵָּ֑ צִֵ֣   בִקְׁ

"If any of you shall be driven out to the farthest parts under heaven,  

from there the LORD your God will gather you,  

and from there He will bring you. (Deut. 30:4) 

ם וִיִָ֗ ה לַלְׁ רִָ֣ ר  וָאֹמְׁ ים   אֲשֶ  רִִ֣ טַהֲרִים  ובָאִים  שמְֹׁ ו מִֶֽ יִ֤ הְׁ ת יִֶֽ וֹם הַשַבֵָּ֑ ש אֶת־יִ֣ קַדֵֹ֖ ים לְׁ עָרִֵ֔  הַשְׁ

ך׃  דֶֶֽ ב חַסְׁ רֵֹ֥ י כְׁ וסָה עָלַֹ֖ חֵ֥ י וְׁ י אֱלֹהֵַ֔ רָה־לִִ֣  גַם־זאֹת  זָכְׁ

And I commanded the Levites that they should  be cleansing themselves,  

and  going and guarding the gates, to sanctify the Sabbath day.  

Remember me, O my God, concerning this also,  

and spare me according to the greatness of Your mercy! (Neh. 13:22) 

[The copulative auxilliary verb was elided with the second and third participle 

because of redundancy, creating a compound verb phrase.] 

20.3.22 Sentence Type Vdi1—X yhyh (X) qotel 

 X yhyh (X) qotel—this sentence type has the copulative verb in the non-initial position 

serving as an auxiliary to a following verbal participle expressing the durative aspect (§ 5.6.5.3). 

This is a rare sentence type occurring in the Hebrew Bible only two times, probably because the 

auxiliary has usually been elided, being redundant or anticipated by the current state of the seman-

tic context. The temporal context is future time. 

שַ  ם נְׁ ירָתֵָ֥ הִי־טִֶֽ ם מֵָּ֑ תְׁ לֵיהֶָ֗ אָהֳּ בה בְׁ֜ י ישֵֶֹֽ הִֵ֥  ׃ אַל־יְׁ
Let their dwelling place be desolate; Let no one be dwelling in their tents. (Psa. 69:25) 

[The first sentence is type Vdi0] 

ד אֶל־יִפְׁ  עָֹ֖ י־גִלְׁ נֵֶֽ ו זִקְׁ רֵ֥  ח תֵָּ֑ וַיאֹמְׁ

ה   הוָָ֗ עַ  יְׁ יִֶ֤ה שמֵֹ  ינו יִהְׁ ינוֹתֵֵ֔  בֵֶֽ

ה׃   ן נַעֲשֶֶֽ ךֹ֖ כֵֵ֥ בָרְׁ א כִדְׁ ֵֹ֥  אִם־ל

And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah,  

"The LORD will be listening between us,  

if we do not do according to your words." (Judg. 11:10) 
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20.3.23 Sentence Type Vdiw—wayyhyh (X) qotel 

 Wayyhyh (X) qotel— this sentence type has the copulative verb in the first position with 

Waw consecutive, serving as an auxiliary to a following verbal participle expressing the durative 

aspect (§ 5.6.5.3). This also is a rare sentence type occurring in the Hebrew Bible only 58 times, 

probably because the auxiliary has usually been elided, being redundant or anticipated by the cur-

rent state of the semantic context. The temporal context is future time. 

וֹךְ  לֶד אֶת־חֲנֵּ֑ הַר וַתִֵ֣ וֹ וַתַֹ֖ תֵ֔ יִן  אֶת־אִשְׁ  וַיִֵֶּֽ֤דַע קַ 

נֶה  הִי  בִֹ֣ ֶּֽיְׁ וֹךְ׃  וֶַֽ וֹ חֲנֶֽ נֵ֥ ם בְׁ שֵֹ֖ יר כְׁ ם הָעִֵ֔ רָא  שִֵ֣ יר וַיִקְׁ  עִֵ֔

And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. 

And he was building a city, and called the name of the city after the name of his son--Enoch. (Gen. 4:17) 

י הִִ֤ מואֵל   וַיְׁ ה מַעֲלִֶ֣ה  שְׁ  הָעוֹלֵָ֔

ל  רָאֵֵּ֑ יִשְׁ ה בְׁ חָמָֹ֖ ו לַמִלְׁ שֵ֔ ים נִגְׁ תִִ֣ לִשְׁ  ופְׁ

תִים   לִשְׁ וא עַל־פְׁ וֹם הַהִ֤ דוֹל בַי  קוֹל־גֶָ֠ הוִָ֣ה׀ בְׁ ם יְׁ עִֵ֣  וַיַרְׁ

נֵֵ֥  ו לִפְׁ פֹ֖ ם וַיִנָגְׁ מֵֵ֔ הֻׁ ל׃ וַיְׁ רָאֵֶֽ  י יִשְׁ

Now as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering,  

the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel.  

But the LORD thundered with a loud thunder upon the Philistines that day,  

and so confused them that they were overcome before Israel. (1 Sam. 7:10) 

ים ה עֵצִֵּ֑ ל חֲמִשִָ֣ ם עַֹ֖ לֵַּ֕ ם וַיִתְׁ מִיתֵֵ֔ חֲרֵי־כֵן  וַיְׁ עַ אֶַֽ ִ֤ הוֹשֻׁ ם יְׁ  וַיַכֵ 

ם  לויִֵ֥ ו תְׁ יָ֛ הְׁ רֶב׃ וַיִֶֽ ים עַד־הָעֶָֽ  עַל־הָעֵצִֹ֖

And afterward Joshua struck them and killed them, and hanged them on five trees;  

and they were hanging on the trees until evening. (Josh. 10:26)   

20.3.24 Sentence Type Vdy0— יֵש   (X) qotel 

 in the first (4.3.7 §) יֵש qotel—this sentence type has the copulative verb substitute (X) יֵש 

position—evidently by necessity—serving as an auxiliary to a following verbal participle express-

ing the durative aspect (§ 5.6.5.3). This is a rare sentence type occurring in the Hebrew Bible only 

17 times. The temporal context is present time. 

ם  רָהֵָ֔ י אַבְׁ הוָה  אֱלֹהֵי  אֲדנִִֹ֣ ר יְׁ יִן וָאֹמַָ֗ וֹם אֶל־הָעֵָּ֑ א הַיֹ֖ ֵֹ֥  וָאָב

ך־אִם יחַ ־נָא  יֶשְׁ לִִ֣ יהָ׃  מַצְׁ ךְ עָלֶֶֽ י הלֵֵֹ֥ ר אָנֹכִֹ֖ י אֲשֵֶ֥ כִֵ֔  דַרְׁ

"And this day I came to the well and said, `O LORD God of my master Abraham, 

 please if You are prospering the way in which I go, (Gen. 24:42) 

 

 



Chapter 20 The Syntax of Sentences in Discourse  

 

 

553 

 

חַ ־אִם שַלֵֵ֥ ךָ֛ מְׁ כֶל׃  יֶשְׁ ךֹ֖ אֶֹֽ ה לְׁ רֵָ֥ בְׁ נִשְׁ ה וְׁ דַָּ֕ נו נֵרְׁ ינו אִתֵָּ֑  אֶת־אָחִֹ֖

"If you are sending our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. (Gen. 43:4) 

ים  וֹן אֶל־הָאֱלֹהִֵּ֑ עֹ֖ אמֶר גִדְׁ ֵֹ֥ יעַ ־אִםוַי ךַּ֞ מוֹשִֹּ֧ ר דִבֶַֽ  יֶשְׁ ל כַאֲשֵֶ֥ רָאֵֹ֖ י אֶת־יִשְׁ יָדִָ֛ תָ׃בְׁ  רְׁ

So Gideon said to God, "If You are saving Israel by my hand as You have said-- (Judg. 6:36) 

 

י ה יֵש כִָ֛ בֵֹ֖ ים הַרְׁ בָרִֵ֥ ים־דְׁ בִִ֣ ם׃  מַרְׁ ר לָאָדֶָֽ בֶל מַה־יתֵֹֹ֖  הֵָּ֑

Since many things are increasing vanity, How is man the better? (Eccl. 6:11) 

20.3.25 Sentence Type Vdy1—X   יֵש (X) qotel 

 X יֵש (X) qotel—although theoretically possible, this sentence type does not occur.  

20.3.26 Sentence Type Vdn0— אֵין   (X) qotel 

 in the first אֵין qotel—this sentence type has the negative copulative verb substitute (X) אֵין 

position. It serves as an auxiliary to a following verbal participle expressing the durative aspect (§ 

5.6.5.3, 11.5.2, 13.1.2). This is a rare sentence type occurring in the Hebrew Bible only 156 times. 

The temporal context is present time. 

ין ר  אִֵ֣ תֵָ֗ י  מַגִֶֶּֽ֤דֶתאֶסְׁ כֵָּ֑ דֳּ יהָ מָרְׁ ה עָלֶֹ֖ ר צִוֵָ֥ הּ כַאֲשֶָ֛ אֶת־עַמֵָ֔ תָהּ  וְׁ וֹלַדְׁ  מֶֽ

וֹ׃   נָֹ֖ה אִתֶֽ אָמְׁ ה בְׁ תֵָ֥ ר הָיְׁ ה כַאֲשֶָ֛ ר עשֵָֹ֔ תִֵ֣ כַי  אֶסְׁ דֳּ ר מָרְׁ אֶת־מַאֲמִַ֤  וְׁ

Now Esther was not revealing her family and her people, just as Mordecai had charged her,  

for Esther obeyed the command of Mordecai as when she was brought up by him. (Est. 2:20) 

יֵֵּ֑ה  חְׁ ךֹ֖ וֶֶֽ עַדְׁ ל בֶַֽ פַלֵֵ֥ יִתְׁ וא וְׁ יא הֵ֔ י־נָבִִ֣ שֶת־הָאִיש  כִֶֽ ב אֵֶֽ ה הָשִֵ֤ עַתָָ֗  וְׁ

יב־אִםוְׁ  ךִ֣ מֵשִָ֗ ינְׁ ות אַ  אֵֶֽ וֹת תָמֵ֔ ע כִי־מִ֣ ךְ׃ דַַ֚ כָל־אֲשֶר־לֶָֽ ה וְׁ  תָֹ֖

"Now therefore, restore the man's wife;  

for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall live.  

But if you are not restoring her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours." (Gen. 20:7) 

ר פַרְׁ  ה אָמִַ֣ ר כַֹ֚ ם לֵאמֵֹּ֑ ו אֶל־הָעָֹ֖ רֵ֥ יו וַיאֹמְׁ רֵָ֔ טְׁ שִֹ֣ י הָעָם  וְׁ שִֵ֤ א֜ו נֹגְׁ צְׁ ן ה עֵֹ֔ וַיֵ  בֶן׃   אֵינֶָ֛נִי נֹתֵֵ֥ ם תֶֶֽ  לָכֶֹ֖

And the taskmasters of the people and their officers went out and spoke to the people, saying,  

"Thus says Pharaoh: `I am not giving you straw. (Exod. 5:10) 

 

או  צֵָּ֑ ר תִמְׁ בֶן מֵאֲשֶֹ֖ ו לָכֶם  תֵֶ֔ חִ֤ ו קְׁ כ  ם לְׁ י אַתֶָ֗ ע כִִ֣ רָָ֛ ין נִגְׁ ר׃  אֵֵ֥ ם דָבֶָֽ כֶֹ֖  מֵעֲבדַֹתְׁ

`Go, get yourselves straw where you can find it; yet none of your work is being reduced.'" (Exod. 5:11) 

ילו וֹש וְׁ  וַיָחִִ֣ חַ  הִנֵָ֛ה עַד־בֵ֔ נו פֹתֵֹ֖ עֲלִיֵָּ֑ה  אֵינֵֶ֥ וֹת הֶָֽ תִ֣  דַלְׁ

ת׃  צָה מֵֶֽ רְׁ ל אַֹ֖ ם נֹפֵֵ֥ נֵיהֵֶ֔ הִנֵה  אֲדִֹ֣ חו וְׁ תֵָ֔ חַ  וַיִפְׁ תֵ  ו אֶת־הַמַפְׁ חִ֤  וַיִקְׁ

So they waited till they were embarrassed, and still he was not opening the doors of the upper room.  

Therefore they took the key and opened them. And there was their master, fallen dead on the floor. (Judg. 3:25) 
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20.3.27 Sentence Type Vdn1—X    אֵין (X) qotel 

 X אֵין (X) qotel—this sentence type has the negative copulative verb substitute אֵין in the 

non-initial position, serving as an auxiliary to a following verbal participle expressing the durative 

aspect (§ 5.6.5.3, 11.5.2, 13.1.2). This is a rare sentence type occurring in the Hebrew Bible only 

26 times. The temporal context is current time. 

וֹש  וֵרֵ֔ לֶךְ אֲחַשְׁ אמֶר הָמָן  לַמִֶ֣ ִֹ֤  וַי

ך   כותֵֶּ֑ וֹת מַלְׁ דִינִ֣ ל מְׁ כֹֹ֖ ים בְׁ עַמִֵ֔ ין הֶָֽ פֹרָד  בִֵ֣ זִָ֤ר ומְׁ פֻׁ ד מְׁ וֹ עַם־אֶחָָ֗ נִ֣  יֶשְׁ

ם  וֹת מִכָל־עָָ֗ ם שנִֹ֣ דָתֵיהֶַּ֞ לֶךְ  וְׁ   וְׁ י הַמֶ  יםאֶת־דָתִֵ֤  אֵינִָ֣ם עשִֵֹ֔

לֶךְ וְׁ   ם׃אֵין־שוֶֹֹ֖ה  לַמֵֶ֥ הַנִיחֶָֽ  לְׁ

Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, 

"There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of your kingdom;  

their laws are differing from all other people's,  

and they are not keeping the king's laws.  

Therefore it is not fitting for the king to let them remain.  (Est. 3:8) 

ש  וֹךְ הָאֵֵּ֑ ם מִתִ֣ הוָָ֛ה אֲלֵיכֶֹ֖ ר יְׁ דַבֵֹּ֧  וַיְׁ

ים  עִֵ֔ ם שמְֹׁ בָרִים  אַתִֶ֣ וֹל דְׁ  קִ֤

מונָָ֛ה ו ים תְׁ ם ראִֹֹ֖ כֵֶ֥ וֹל׃ אֵינְׁ י קֶֽ  זולָתִֵ֥

"And the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire.  

You were hearing the sound of the words,  

But you were not seeing a form; you only heard a voice. (Deut. 4:12) 

ים  הֲנִֵ֔ לַכִֹ֣ ע הַכהֵֹן  וְׁ ש לִיהוֹיָדִָ֤ הוֹאָ֜ לֶךְ יְׁ רָא  הַמֶ   וַיִקְׁ

אמֶר אֲ   ִֹ֣ ועַ הֵֶ֔ לֵ וַי ים ם מַדָ֛ ָקִֹ֖ חַזְׁ ם מְׁ כֵֶ֥ יִתאֵינְׁ דֶק הַבֵָּ֑  אֶת־בִֶ֣

ֶֽהו׃   נֻׁ יִת תִתְׁ דֶק הַבַֹ֖ בֵֶ֥ י־לְׁ ם כִֶֽ רֵיכֵֶ֔ ת מַכֶָֽ סֶף  מֵאִֵ֣ חו־כֶ  ה אַל־תִקְׁ עַתָָ֗  וְׁ

So King Jehoash called Jehoiada the priest and the other priests,  

and said to them, "Why are you not repairing the damages of the temple? 

 Now therefore, do not take more money from your constituency,  

but deliver it for repairing the damages of the temple." (2 Kgs. 12:8) 

נֵֶּ֑ה  וֹךְ הַסְׁ ש מִתִ֣ לַבַת־אֵֹ֖ יו בְׁ ה אֵלָָ֛ הוֵָֹ֥ ךְ יְׁ אַ  יֵרָא מַלְׁ  וֶַ֠

ש ר בָאֵֵ֔ נֶה  בעִֵֹ֣ הִנִֵ֤ה הַסְׁ א וְׁ רְׁ נֶֹ֖ה וְׁ  וַיַָ֗ להַסְׁ כֶָֽ נו אֻׁ  ׃ אֵינֵֶ֥
And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, 

the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not being consumed. (Exod. 3:2) 

20.3.28 Sentence Type Vde0—qotel 

 Qotel—this sentence type has a verbal participle in first position because the subject was 

elided or the verb was granted first position prominence. It expresses the durative aspect. It may 
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be assumed that the associated copulative auxiliary verb has been elided because of redundancy. 

This sentence type occurs in all ten literary types although never as a significant characteristic of 

any. It provides supplementary information about some ongoing background events. The time may 

be timeless [i], past [ii], present [iii], or future [iv], depending on the time frame that has been 

established in the context.  

 (i) Timeless 

ה מָנֵָּ֑ה עשֶָֹ֛ אַלְׁ וֹם וְׁ ט יָתֹ֖ פֵַ֥ בוְׁ  מִשְׁ ה׃   אֹהִֵ֣ לֶָֽ שִמְׁ חֶם וְׁ וֹ לֵֶ֥ תֶת לֹ֖ ר לֵָ֥  גֵֵ֔

"He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow,  

and loves the stranger, giving him food and clothing. (Deut. 10:18) 

 (ii) Past Time 

י  פָנֵַ֔ א לְׁ ץ כָל־בָשָר  בִָ֣ חַ קִֵ֤ נָֹ֗ ים לְֶּֽׁ אמֶר אֱלֹהִ֜  ֹ  וַי

ם   נֵיהֵֶּ֑ ס מִפְׁ רֶץ חָמָֹ֖ ה הָאָָ֛ אֵָ֥ י־מָלְׁ  כִֶֽ

י וְׁ   נִֵ֥ ם  הִנְׁ חִיתָֹ֖ רֶץ׃ מַשְׁ  אֶת־הָאֶָֽ

And God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me,  

for the earth is filled with violence through them;  

and behold, I am destroying them with the earth. (Gen. 6:13) 

 (iii) Present Time 

י עַ  כִַ֚ ם  ידִֵֹ֣ ינֵיכֵֶּ֑ ו עֵֶֽ חֹ֖ קְׁ נִפְׁ נו וְׁ ם מִמֵֶ֔ כִֶ֣ יוֹם  אֲכָלְׁ י בְׁ ים כִָ֗  אֱלֹהִֵ֔

ע׃  וֹב וָרֶָֽ י טֵ֥ עֵֹ֖ ים ידְֹׁ אלֹהִֵ֔ יִיתֶם  כֵֶֽ  וִהְׁ

"For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened,  

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." (Gen. 3:5) 

 (iv) Future Time 

י נִִ֤ טִיר   הִנְׁ ד  מַמְׁ אֵֹּ֑ ד מְׁ ד כָבִֵ֣ ר בָרָֹ֖ ת מָחֵָ֔  כָעִֵ֣

תָה׃   עַד־עֶָֽ ה וְׁ דָֹ֖ וֹם הִוָסְׁ מִן־הַיֵ֥ יִם לְׁ רֵַ֔ מִצְׁ הו  בְׁ ר לאֹ־הָיִָ֤ה כָמֹ   אֲשֶ 

"Behold, tomorrow about this time I am causing very heavy hail to rain down,  

such as has not been in Egypt since its founding until now. (Exod. 9:18) 

 (iv) Introducing a sequence of predictive future events: 

 And He said to me,      
 “Behold, I will make you fruitful      
 and I will multiply you,     
 and I will make of you a multitude of people,        
 and I will give this land to your descendants             
    after you as an everlasting possession.” (Gen. 48:4)         
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20.3.29 Sentence Type Vde1—X qotel 

 X qotel—this sentence type has a verbal participle in the non-initial position expressing 

the durative aspect. It may be assumed that the associated copulative auxiliary verb has been elided 

because of redundancy. This sentence type occurs in all ten literary type although never as a sig-

nificant characteristic of any. It provides supplementary information about some ongoing back-

ground events. The time may be timeless [i], past [ii], present [iii], or future [iv], depending on the 

time frame that has been established in the context.  

 (i) Timeless: 

י הִנֵָ֛ה  ב  אָנֹכִֵ֥ יִם׃  נִצָֹ֖ ב מֶָֽ אֵֹ֥ ת לִשְׁ אֹֹ֖ יר יצְֹׁ י הָעִֵ֔ שִֵ֣ נוֹת  אַנְׁ יִם ובְׁ ין הַמֵָּ֑  עַל־עִֵ֣

"Behold, I am standing by the well of water, 

and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. (Gen. 24:13) 

 (ii) Past Time: 
              

          
And the earth was formless and empty, and darkness was on the surface of the deep; 

and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. (Gen. 1:2) 

          
          

Then the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre,  

and he was sitting in the door of the tent about the heat of the day. (Gen. 18:1) 

          
And Rebekah was listening while Isaac spoke to his son Esau. (Gen. 27:5) 

 (iii) Present Time: 
           

        
Then he said to them, “Is he well?” And they said, “He is well,  

and look, his daughter Rachel is coming with the sheep.” (Gen. 29:6) 

     
            

And it was told to Tamar, saying,  

“Look, your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep.” (Gen. 38:13) 

            
For the LORD your God is bringing you to a good land. (Deut. 8:7) 

 (iv) Future Time: 

             
And Mepibosheth shall eat [lit. be eating] at my table 

like one of the king’s sons (2 Sam. 9:11) 
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After that you shall come to the hill of God where the Philistine garrison is. 

And it will happen, when you have come there to the city,  

that you will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place 

with a stringed instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a harp before them;  

and they will be prophesying. (1 Sam. 10:5) 

    
        

              
Thus says the LORD: 

“By this you shall know that I am the LORD: 

Behold, I will strike [lit. am striking] with the staff that is in My hand 

the water that is in the Nile.” (Exod. 7:17) 

20.3.30 Sentence Type Vdqc0—qotel (X) Cop 

 Qotel (X) Cop—this sentence type is like type Vdp0 except that the participle has been 

granted first position prominence; the copulative auxiliary follows later in the sentence. It occurs 

in eight of the ten literary types, not being found in the descriptive list type and the expository 

prose type—although never as a significant characteristic of any. It provides supplementary infor-

mation about some ongoing background events. 

ו   דוֹת הָיִ֣ מְׁ ם׃ עֶֹּ֭ רושָלֶָֽ יִךְ יְׁ עָרַָ֗ שְׁ ינו בִ֜ לֵֵּ֑  רַגְׁ

Our feet have been standing Within your gates, O Jerusalem! (Psa. 122:2) 

כרֹ   ר זְׁ בֵָּ֑ יך בַמִדְׁ ה אֱלֹהֶֹ֖ הוֵָ֥ תָ אֶת־יְׁ פְׁ צַָ֛ ת אֲשֶר־הִקְׁ ח אֵֹּ֧ כֵַ֔  אַל־תִשְׁ

וֹם הַ   אֲכֶם  עַד־הַמָקִ֣ יִם עַד־בֶֹֽ רַָ֗ רֶץ מִצְׁ אתָ׀ מֵאִֶ֣ וֹם אֲשֶר־יָצִָ֣ מִן־הַיַּ֞  ה זֵֶ֔ לְׁ

ם   ים הֱיִיתֶֹ֖ רִֵ֥ ה׃ מַמְׁ הוֶָֽ  עִם־יְׁ

"Remember! Do not forget how you provoked the LORD your God to wrath in the wilderness.  

From the day that you departed from the land of Egypt until you came to this place,  

you have been rebelling against the LORD. (Deut. 9:7) 

 

אמֶר דָוִד  אֶל־שָ  ִֹ֤ ה הָיָֹּ֧הול  אֵ֔ וַי אן  רעֶֹ  ֵֹּ֑ יו בַצ אָבִֹ֖ ךָ֛ לְׁ דְׁ  עַבְׁ

דֶר׃ ו  ה מֵהָעֵֶֽ א שֶֹ֖ נָשֵָ֥ וֹב וְׁ אֶת־הַדֵ֔ אֲרִי  וְׁ א הֶָֽ  בִָ֤

But David said to Saul, "Your servant was keeping his father's sheep,  

and when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, (1 Sam. 17:34) 
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20.3.31 Sentence Type Vdqc1—X qotel (X) Cop 

 X qotel (X) Cop—this sentence type is like type Vdqc0 except that some other constituent 

has been granted first position prominence; the copulative auxiliary follows later in the sentence. 

It occurs in only five of the ten literary types, never as a significant characteristic of any. It provides 

supplementary information about some ongoing background events. 

תַאֲוֵָּ֑ה ו ת הֶַֽ רֹֹ֖ קִבְׁ ה ובְׁ מַסֵָ֔ עֵרָה  ובְׁ תַבְׁ םבְׁ ים הֱיִיתֶֹ֖ צִפִֵ֥ ה׃  מַקְׁ הוֶָֽ אֶת־יְׁ  

"Also at Taberah and Massah and Kibroth Hattaavah you were provoking the LORD to wrath. (Deut. 9:22) 

ים  זָנִֹ֖ יֻׁ ים מְׁ וסוסִֵ֥ ים הָיֵּ֑ כִִ֣ לו׃  מַשְׁ הֶָֽ הו יִצְׁ שֶת רֵעֵֹ֖ יש אֶל־אֵֵ֥  אִָ֛

They were like well-fed lusty stallions; Everyone was neighing after his neighbor's wife. (Jer. 5:8) 

ה  י יְׁ אמֶר אֵלַ֜  ֹ עַר הַזֶה  וָָ֗ וַי הה הַשִַ֣ יֶ֜ ור יִהְׁ חַ   סָג  א יִפָתֵָ֗ ִֹ֣  ל

ור׃   הָיָֹ֖ה סָגֶֽ וֹ וְׁ א בֵּ֑ ל בִָ֣ רָאֵֹ֖ י־יִשְׁ ה אֱלֹהֵֶֽ הוֵָ֥ י יְׁ וֹ כִָ֛ אִיש  לאֹ־יִָ֣באֹ בֵ֔  וְׁ

And the LORD said to me, "This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened,  

and no man shall enter by it, because the LORD God of Israel has entered by it;  

therefore it shall be shut. (Ezek. 44:2) 

י העַזָה   כִִ֤ יֵֶ֔ הְׁ ה תִֶֽ ה   עֲזובִָ֣ מָמֵָּ֑ וֹן לִשְׁ לֹ֖ קְׁ אַשְׁ  וְׁ

וֹן תֵ  רֹ֖ עֶקְׁ והָ וְׁ שֵ֔ גִֶָּֽ֣רְׁ יִם  יְׁ רַ  צָהֳּ וֹד בֶַֽ דָ֗ ר׃  אַשְׁ  עָָקֵֶֽ

For Gaza shall be forsaken, And Ashkelon desolate;  

They shall drive out Ashdod at noonday, And Ekron shall be uprooted. (Zeph. 2:4) 

20.4 Types of Literary Structure 

As previously stated, a discourse may be primarily (1) historical, declaring what happened; (2) 

descriptive details, declaring the way things were or are; (3) descriptive lists, (4) procedural, de-

claring how to do something; (5) instructional, declaring how things are expected to be; (6) jurid-

ical, declaring how things must be; (7) predictive prose, declaring how things will be; (8) exposi-

tory prose, explaining the meaning or intent of something, (9) expository poetry, and (10) predic-

tive poetry. The text of the Hebrew Bible was divided into segments corresponding to the above 

ten literary types. The content of these segments is recorded in Appendix Two. The frequency 

distribution of the 31 different sentence types was derived for each of the ten literary types, and 

those sentence types that are characteristic of each literary type were identified. 

20.4.1 The Historical Narrative Type 

 Historical narrative presents the events and episodes of the past in an orderly fashion, usu-

ally in sequential order according to time. Table 20.8 lists the frequency distribution of the various 

sentence types found in the historical narrative sections of the Hebrew Bible. As expected, the 

Wayyqtl sentences (type Viw) dominate the distribution, occurring 31.5 % of the time. This is 
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followed by verbless sentences (type Ve) occurring 24.3 % of the time, then followed by sentences 

with perfect form of the verb (types Vp0 and Vp1) occurring 17.4 % of the time. These four sen-

tence types account for 73.2 % of the text, and along with a high speech sentence density (8.1%), 

a moderate imperative density (5.2%) and a moderate juxtaposition density (8.2%), may be re-

garded as constituting the distinguishing characteristic of historical narrative. Interestingly, sen-

tences with the imperfect aspect (types Vi0, Vi1, and Vpw) occur 18.5 % of the time, leaving only 

8.3 % for the remaining sentence types. 

Total number of words = 196,335 

Total number of speech words = 2,923 

Total number of imperatives = 1,874 

Total number of verses = 8,595 

Total number of juxtaposition = 2,948 

Average words per verse = 22.84 

Average sentences per verse = 4.17 

Average words per sentence = 5.49 

Speech sentence density49 = 8.1% 

Imperative density50 = 5.2% 

Juxtaposition density51 = 8.15% 

  

 

49 A speech sentence is one that contains the finite verb אָמַר or דִבֶר. The density is the ratio of speech sen-

tences to total sentences expressed in percentage. It is a rough measure of how much direct speech a literature type 

contains.  

50 The imperative density is the ratio of imperative sentences to total sentences expressed in percentage. In 

this context, the verb of an imperative sentence is in its imperative form. In the statistics of this chapter, imperative 

sentences are included among the sentences having the imperfect aspect. 

51 The juxtaposition density is the ratio of asyndeton sentences to total sentences expressed in percentage. 
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Table 20.8 

Frequency Distribution of Sentence Types 

For Historical Narrative 

Type  Number %   Type 

 Num-

ber % 

Viw 11,272 31.478   Cp0 97 0.271 

Ve 8,718 24.346   Vdn0 53 0.148 

Vp0 3,717 10.380   Cn1 51 0.142 

Vi0 3,718 10.388   Vdiw 42 0.117 

Vp1 2,498 6.976   Cy0 42 0.117 

Vi1 1,729 4.828   Vdp1 26 0.073 

Vpw 1,197 3.343   Vdn1 14 0.039 

Ciw 741 2.069   Cy1 11 0.031 

Vde1 663 1.851   Vdqc0 9 0.025 

Vde0 396 1.106   Vdi1 9 0.025 

Cp1 220 0.614   Vdi0 6 0.017 

Cpw 207 0.578   Vdy0 6 0.017 

Ci1 137 0.383   Vdp0 6 0.017 

Cn0 114 0.318   Vdpw 3 0.008 

Ci0 102 0.285   Vdqc1 3 0.008 

Count = 30     Total =  35,807   

 In regard to the literary structure of a historical narrative, the narrative is initiated by an 

event declared by a perfect aspect verbal sentence (type Vp0 or Vp1) set in past time by semantic 

markers (as in Gen. 16:1), or by a perfect aspect copulative sentence (type Cp0 or Cp1 as in Gen. 

15:1). Or it is initiated by a Wayyhyh sentence (type Ciw), usually with past time semantic markers 

(cf. § 20.3.6). Where the time frame of the broader context is clearly past tense, the narrative may 

begin with an initial Wayyqtl sentence (type Viw) as in the following example. The story line is 

then carried on by Wayyqtl sentences (type Viw), placing each new event in its proper sequential 

order. Each Wayyqtl sentence may be followed by any related background episodes or details. The 

narrative ends with a closing event or other statement of closure. 

 In the examples of this section, the various sentence types are highlighted by the following 

colors; those without color have special notation:  
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wayyqtl Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw) 

Verbless sentence (Ve) 

qtl perfect form of verb (Vp0 or Vp1) 

yqtl imperfect form of verb (Vi0 or Vi1) 

weqtl Waw consecutive with perfect (Vpw) 

qotel durative aspect (Vde0 or Vde1) 

 

ב   א יַעֲקֹֹ֖ יווַיִשֵָ֥ לֵָּ֑   Then Jacob lifted his feet (1) .................................................................................................  רַגְׁ

דֶם׃  נֵי־קֶֶֽ צָה בְׁ רְׁ  .and he went to the land of the people of the East (2) ...................................................... וַיֵֹ֖לֶךְ אֵַ֥

א רְׁ  And he looked (3) ......................................................................................................................................... .. וַיַַּ֞

ה      ר בַשָדֶָ֗ אִֵ֣ הִנֵֹּ֧ה בְׁ  ;and behold there was a well in the field (4) ..................................................................... וְׁ

יהָ      ים עָלֵֶ֔ צִִ֣ רֵי־צאֹן  רבְֹׁ ה עֶדְׁ לֹשִָ֤ ם שְׁ הִנֵה־שַָּ֞  ;and behold, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it (5) וְׁ

ים        ו הָעֲדָרִֵּ֑ קֹ֖ וא יַשְׁ ר הַהִֵ֔ אִֵ֣ י מִן־הַבְׁ   .for out of that well they watered the flocks (6) ...........................  כִַ֚

בֶן גְׁ             הָאֵֶ֥ רוְׁ אֵֶֽ י הַבְׁ ה עַל־פִֵ֥  .And a large stone was on the well's mouth (7) ....................................  ׃דלָֹֹ֖

ים               מָה כָל־הָעֲדָרִָ֗ פו־שִָ֣ נֶאֶסְׁ  ;And all the flocks would be gathered there (8)...........................................  וְׁ

ר        אֵֵ֔ י הַבְׁ בֶן  מֵעַל  פִִ֣ ו אֶת־הָאֶ  גָלֲלִ֤  ,and they would roll the stone from the well's mouth (9) ..................  וְׁ

אן        ֵֹּ֑ ו אֶת־הַצ קֹ֖ הִשְׁ  ,and they would water the sheep (10) ..........................................................................  וְׁ

הּ        קמֶָֹֽ ר לִמְׁ אֵֹ֖ י הַבְׁ בֶן עַל־פִֵ֥ יבו אֶת־הָאֶָ֛ הֵשִֹּ֧  ׃ וְׁ
  ...................................................................................(11) and put the stone back in its place on the well's mouth. 
ב   אמֶר לָהֶם  יַעֲקֵֹ֔ ִֹ֤  ,And Jacob said to them (12) ................................................................................................  וַי

ם     יִן אַתֵֶּ֑ י מֵאִַ֣  "?My brethren, where are you from" (13) ...........................................................................  אַחַֹ֖

ו  רֵ֔ אמְׁ ִֹ֣  ,And they said (14) ...................................................................................................................................  וַי

נו     חְׁ ן אֲנֶָֽ   from Haran."are (15) "We  ......................................................................................................  ׃ מֵחָרָֹ֖

ם אמֶר לָהֵֶ֔ ִֹ֣  ,Then he said to them (16) .................................................................................................................  וַי

וֹר      ן בֶן־נָחֵּ֑ ם אֶת־לָבִָ֣ תֶֹ֖ דַעְׁ  "?Do you know Laban the son of Nahor" (17) ................................................  הַיְׁ

רֹ֖     ,And they said (18) ................................................................................................................................... ו וַיאֹמְׁ

נו     עְׁ  ".We know him" (19) ............................................................................................................................  ׃יָדֶָֽ

ם   אמֶר לָהֶֹ֖ ֵֹ֥  ,So he said to them (20) ...................................................................................................................  וַי

וֹ     וֹם לֵּ֑  "?Is he well" (21) ............................................................................................................................ הֲשָלִ֣

ו  רִ֣  ,And they said (22) ...................................................................................................................................  וַיאֹמְׁ
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וֹם      .He is well" (23)......................................................................................................................................  שָלֵ֔

אן     ֶֹֽ ה עִם־הַצ וֹ בָאָֹ֖ ל בִתֵ֔ הִנֵה  רָחִֵ֣   coming with the sheep."(24) And look, his daughter Rachel is  ...........  ׃וְׁ

אמֶר ָֹ֗  ,Then he said (25 .........................................................................................................................................  וַי

וֹל     וֹם גָדֵ֔ ן עוֹד  הַיִ֣  ;Look, it is still high day" (26) .........................................................................................  הֵֵ֥

נֵֶּ֑ה     ף הַמִקְׁ ת הֵאָסִֵ֣  .it is not time for the cattle to be gathered together (27) .........................................  לאֹ־עֵֹ֖

אן      ֹֹ֖ ו הַצ קֵ֥  ,Water the sheep (28) ..................................................................................................................  הַשְׁ

ו׃      עֶֽ ו רְׁ כֵ֥   them(29) and go feed". .................................................................................................................................................................. ולְׁ

רו֘   ,But they said (30) ......................................................................................................................................  וַיאֹמְׁ

     ֒ א נוכַל ִֹ֣  We cannot" (31).................................................................................................................................  ל

ים     עֲדָרִֵ֔ פו  כָל־הִָ֣ סְׁ ר יֵאֶָֽ ד אֲשִֶ֤  ,until all the flocks are gathered together (32) ............................................  עִַ֣

בֶן      לֲלו  אֶת־הָאֵֶ֔ גֶָֽ רוְׁ אֵֵּ֑ י הַבְׁ ל פִִ֣  ;and they have rolled the stone from the well's mouth (33) ...................  מֵעַֹ֖

אן      ֶֹֽ ינו הַצ ָקִֹ֖ הִשְׁ  ".then we may water the sheep (34) .....................................................................................  ׃וְׁ

ם ר עִמֵָּ֑ דַבִֵ֣ נו מְׁ  ,Now while he was still speaking with them (35) ..................................................................  עוֹדֶֹ֖

יהָ        אָבִֵ֔ ר לְׁ אָה עִם־הַצאֹן  אֲשִֶ֣ ל׀ בָָ֗ רָחִֵ֣  ,Rachel came with her father's sheep (36) ..................................  וְׁ

וא       ה הִֶֽ י רעָֹֹ֖   .for she was a shepherdess (37)  ...........................................................................................  ׃כִֵ֥

י הִֶּ֡  ,And it came to pass (38) ..................................................................................................................................  וַיְׁ

וֹ        י אִמֵּ֑ ן אֲחִִ֣ אן לָבָֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ אֶת־צ וֹ וְׁ י אִמֵ֔ ל בַת־לָבָן  אֲחִִ֣ ב אֶת־רָחֵָ֗ ה יַעֲקֹ֜  ..................................... כַאֲשֶר  רָאָ 

 ............................................................ (39)  when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of Laban his mother's brother,  
  .................................................................................................         and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother,  
ב   that Jacob went near (40) ...................................................................................................................  וַיִגִַ֣ש יַעֲקָֹ֗

ר  אֵֵ֔ י הַבְׁ בֶן  מֵעַל  פִִ֣  ,and he rolled the stone from the well's mouth (41)......................................  וַיִֶָּֽ֤גֶל אֶת־הָאֶ 

וֹ  י אִמֶֽ ן אֲחִֵ֥ אן לָבָֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ קְׁ אֶת־צ שְׁ  .and he watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother (42) ........................  ׃וַיַַּ֕

ל   רָחֵֵּ֑ ב לְׁ ק יַעֲקֹֹ֖  ,Then Jacob kissed Rachel (43) ............................................................................................  וַיִשֵַ֥

וֹ  א אֶת־קלֹֹ֖   and he  lifted up his voice (44) ...................................................................................................  וַיִשֵָ֥

׃  ךְׁ  .and he wept (45)  ........................................................................................................................................  וַיֵֶֽבְׁ

ל  רָחֵָ֗ ב לְׁ ד יַעֲקֹ֜  And Jacob told Rachel (46) ......................................................................................................  וַיַגֵ 

וא       יהָ  הֵ֔ י אָבִ  י אֲחִִ֤  that he was her father's relative (47) ..............................................................................  כִִ֣

וא      ה הֵּ֑ ָקָֹ֖ י בֶן־רִבְׁ כִֵ֥  .and that he was Rebekah's son (48) ..............................................................................  וְׁ

רָץ   So she ran (49) .............................................................................................................................................  וַתָֹ֖
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יהָ  אָבִֶֽ ד לְׁ  .and she told her father (50) ...........................................................................................................  ׃ וַתַגֵֵ֥

הִי   עַ   וַיְׁ מֹ  וֹ כִשְׁ ב בֶן־אֲחתָֹ֗ מַע׀ יַעֲקִֹ֣ ן אֶת־שִֵ֣    ............................................................................................... לָבָ֜
     ........................................ (51) Then it came to pass, when Laban heard the report about Jacob his sister's son, 
רָאתוֹ     ,that he ran to meet him (52)........................................................................................................  וַיִֶָּֽ֤רָץ לִקְׁ

חַבֶק־לוֹ     and he embraced him (53) ....................................................................................................................  וַיְׁ

וֹ  נַשֶק־לֵ֔  ,and he kissed him (54) .........................................................................................................................  וַיְׁ

וֹ  הו אֶל־בֵיתֵּ֑ בִיאֵֹ֖  .and he brought him to his house (55) ..................................................................................  וַיְׁ

לֶה  ים הָאֵֶֽ בָרִֹ֖ ת כָל־הַדְׁ ן אֵֵ֥ לָבֵָ֔ ר לְׁ סַפִֵ֣   .So he told Laban all these things (56)  ............................................  ׃וַיְׁ

ן אמֶר לוֹ  לָבֵָ֔ ִֹ֤  ,And Laban said to him (57) ..........................................................................................................  וַי

י       מִֵ֥ ךְ עַצְׁ תָהאַָ֛ י אֵָּ֑ שָרִֹ֖  ".Surely you are my bone and my flesh" (58) .......................................................  ובְׁ

ים  דֶש יָמִֶֽ וֹ חֵֹ֥  .And he stayed with him for a month (59) ....................................................................  ׃ וַיֵֵ֥שֶב עִמֹ֖

  (Gen. 29:1-14) 

20.4.2 Description of Details 

 Descriptive literature provides informative details about how things were done or what 

things were like, such as the building of the tabernacle or the temple, of furniture or utensils, and 

of animals and images. Table 20.9 provides the frequency distribution of the various sentence types 

in this type of literature in the Hebrew Bible. Verbless sentences (Ve) account for 56.1%, and Waw 

consecutive with imperfect (type Viw) accounts for another 19.3%. These two sentence types, 

along with a very low speech word density (0.15%), may be regarded as characteristic of this 

literature type. Perfect aspect sentences (Vp0 and Vp1) accounting for another 10.1%. leaving only 

14.5% for all the other types. In regard to the literary structure of detailed descriptions, the structure 

is much like that of historical narrative. 

Total number of words = 9,396 

Total number of verses = 446 

Total number of imperatives = 4 

Total number of speech words = 2 

Total number of juxtaposition = 39 

Average words per verse = 21.07 

Average words per sentence = 6.96 

Average sentences per verse = 3.02 

Speech word density = 0.15% 

Imperative density = 0.30% 
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Juxtaposition density = 2.91% 

Table 20.9 

Frequency Distribution of Sentence Types 

for Description of Details 

Type  Number %   Type Number  % 

Ve 758 56.148   Cp1 10 0.741 

Viw 261 19.333                                           Cpw 7 0.519 

Vp1 73 5.407   Ci0 6 0.444 

Vp0 64 4.741   Ci1 5 0.370 

Vi1 41 3.037   Vdiw 1 0.074 

Vde1 37 2.741   Vdqc0 1 0.074 

Vpw 35 2.593   Cn1 1 0.074 

Vi0 23 1.704   Cn0 1 0.074 

Vde0 15 1.111   Vdi0 1 0.074 

Ciw 10 0.741        

Count = 19     Total = 1,350   

wayyqtl Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw) 

Verbless sentence (Ve) 

qtl perfect form of verb (Vp0 or Vp1) 

yqtl imperfect form of verb (Vi0 or Vi1) 

weqtl Waw consecutive with perfect (Vpw) 

qotel durative aspect (Vde0 or Vde1) 

ים י שִטִֵּ֑ ן עֲצִֵ֣ ל אֶת־הָאָרֹֹ֖ אֵָ֛ צַלְׁ  ;Then Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood (1) ....................................   וַיַֹּ֧עַש בְׁ

וֹ      כָ֗ צִי אָרְׁ יִם וָחֵ֜  ,two and a half cubits was its length  (2) ........................................................................ אַמָתַ 

וֹ      בֵ֔ צִי  רָחְׁ ה וָחֵ  אַמִָ֤  ,a cubit and a half was its width (3) ................................................................................... וְׁ

וֹ     צִי קמָֹתֶֽ ה וָחֵֹ֖ אַמֵָ֥  .and a cubit and a half was its height (4) ......................................................................... ׃ וְׁ

ב   2 הו זָהֵָ֥ צַפֵָ֛ וץוַיְׁ יִת ומִחֵּ֑ וֹר מִבִַ֣   He overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside,2(5) ............................... טָהֹ֖

יב  ב סָבִֶֽ וֹ זֵֵ֥ר זָהָֹ֖  .and he made a molding of gold all around it (6) ......................................................... ׃ וַיֵַ֥עַש לָ֛

יו    ע פַעֲמֹתֵָּ֑ בִַ֣ ל אַרְׁ ב עַֹ֖ ת זָהֵָ֔ עִֹ֣ בַע  טַבְׁ וֹ אַרְׁ ק לָ֗   .......................................................................................... וַיִצִֹ֣

(7) And he cast for it four rings of gold to be set in its four corners: .......................................................................  

ת      אֶחֵָ֔ עוֹ  הֶָֽ ת עַל־צַלְׁ י טַבָעָֹ֗ תִֵ֣  ,two rings were on one side (8)................................................................... ושְׁ

ית      וֹ הַשֵנִֶֽ עֹ֖ וֹת עַל־צַלְׁ תֵי  טַבָעֵ֔  .and two rings were on the other side of it (9) ........................................ ׃ ושְׁ

ים    י שִטִֵּ֑ י עֲצִֵ֣  ,He made poles of acacia wood (10) ................................................................................ וַיֵַ֥עַש בַדֵֹ֖
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ב  ם זָהֶָֽ ף אֹתָֹ֖ צֵַ֥  .and he overlaid them with gold (11) ......................................................................................... ׃ וַיְׁ

ן    ת הָאָרֵֹּ֑ עִֹ֣ ל צַלְׁ ת עַֹ֖ א אֶת־הַבַדִים  בַטַבָעֵֹ֔   ................................................................................................. וַיָבִֵ֤

 ................................................................................ (12) And he put the poles into the rings at the sides of the ark, 
ן׃   את אֶת־הָאָרֶֹֽ  to bear the ark (13)52. ............................................................................................................ לָשֵֹ֖

וֹר   6 ב טָהֵּ֑ רֶת זָהִָ֣   He also made the mercy seat of pure gold;6(14) ....................................................... וַיֵַ֥עַש כַפֹֹ֖

הּ       כֵָ֔ צִי  אָרְׁ יִם וָחֵ   two and a half cubits was its length (15) ..................................................................... אַמָתִַ֤

הּ       בֶָֽ צִי רָחְׁ ה וָחֵֹ֖ אַמֵָ֥  .and a cubit and a half was its width (16) ..................................................................... ׃ וְׁ

ב    ים זָהֵָּ֑ בִֹ֖ רֻׁ י כְׁ נֵֵ֥  ;He made two cherubim of beaten gold (17) ................................................................. וַיַָ֛עַש שְׁ

רֶת      וֹת הַכַפֶֹֽ צֵ֥ נֵֹ֖י קְׁ ם מִשְׁ ה אֹתֵָ֔ שָה  עָשִָ֣   .............................................................................................. ׃ מִקְׁ

 ......................................................................... (18) he made them of one piece at the two ends of the mercy seat: 
ה          ד מִקָצָה  מִזֵֶ֔ רוב־אֶחִָ֤   at one end on this side, was(19)  one cherub ......................................................... כְׁ

ה מִזֵֶּ֑ה       ד מִקָצָֹ֖ רוב־אֶחֵָ֥  .and the other cherub was at the other end on that side (20) ............................... וכְׁ

רֶת עָשֵָ֥       יומִן־הַכַפָֹ֛ צוֹתֶָֽ י קְׁ נֵֵ֥ ים מִשְׁ בִֹ֖ רֻׁ   .................................................................................... ׃ ה אֶת־הַכְׁ

 ........................................................ (21) He made the cherubim at the two ends of one piece with the mercy seat. 
לָה     עְׁ מַָ֗ יִם לְׁ נָפַ֜ י כְׁ שֵ  בִים  פֹרְׁ רֻׁ ו הַכְׁ יִ֣   wings above,their (22) The cherubim spread out .............................. וַיִהְׁ

רֶת        פֵיהֶם  עַל־הַכַפֵֹ֔ כַנְׁ ים בְׁ כִִ֤ כְׁ  .and they covered the mercy seat with their wings (23) .......................... סֶֹֽ

יו       יש אֶל־אָחִֵּ֑ ם אִִ֣ נֵיהֶֹ֖  ;They faced one another (24) ................................................................................. ופְׁ

ים       בִֶֽ רֻׁ י הַכְׁ נֵֵ֥ ו פְׁ רֶת הָיֹ֖    .the faces of the cherubim were toward the mercy seat (25) ................... ׃ אֶל־הַכַפֵֹ֔
 (Exod. 37:1-9) 

20.4.3 Descriptive Lists 

 Descriptive list literature provides informative lists of persons, places, things, or institu-

tions that belong to a class or category, such as genealogies, travel itineraries, king lists, lists of 

administrators, war heroes, etc. Table 20.10 provides the frequency distribution of the various 

sentence types in this type of literature in the Hebrew Bible. Verbless sentences (Ve) account for 

69.8%, and Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw) accounts for another 10.4%. These two sen-

tence types, along with a very low speech word density (0.39%) and a minimal juxtaposition den-

sity (0.93%), may be regarded as characteristic of this type of literature. Perfect aspect sentences 

(Vp0 and Vp1) account for another 9.8%. leaving only 10% for all the other types. Apart from 

 

52 Line (13) contains a subordinate sentence that is dependent on the sentence of line (12), expressing purpose. 

It has been transformed into its infinitive construct equivalent, creating an adverbial phrase of purpose modifying the 

sentence it follows.   



Chapter 20 The Syntax of Sentences in Discourse  

 

 

566 

 

their proportion, these sentence types are also characteristic of detailed descriptions, the difference 

being subject matter. With regard to literary structure, however, descriptive lists are distinctively 

different from other types, lacking any apparent story line, and lacking many conjunctions.53 

Total number of words = 24,803 

Total number of verses = 1,680 

Total number of speech words = 17 

Total number of imperatives = 13 

Total number of juxtapositions = 40 

Average words per verse = 14.76 

Average words per sentence = 5.65 

Average sentences per verse = 2.61 

Speech word density = 0.39% 

Imperative density = 0.30% 

Juxtaposition density = 0.93% 

Table 20.10 

Frequency Distribution of Sentence Types 

for Descriptive Lists 

Type  Number %   Type Number % 

Ve 3,069 69.861   Cp1 25 0.569 

Viw 459 10.448   Vde1 24 0.546 

Vp1 297 6.761   Vdiw 11 0.250 

Vp0 134 3.050   Ci1 10 0.228 

Ciw 94 2.140   Cp0 5 0.114 

Vpw 87 1.980   Cn0 4 0.091 

Vi1 63 1.434   Ci0 2 0.046 

Vde0 40 0.911   Cn1 1 0.023 

Vi0 38 0.865   Cy0 1 0.023 

Cpw 28 0.637   Vdp1 1 0.023 

Count = 20     Total = 4,393   

wayyqtl Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw) 

Verbless sentence (Ve) 

qtl perfect form of verb (Vp0 or Vp1) 

 

53 For this type of literature, the measure of juxtaposition density is faulty because its detection depends on 

the presence of verbals. In a long sequence of verbless sentences its presence goes undetected. 



Chapter 20 The Syntax of Sentences in Discourse  

 

 

567 

 

yqtl imperfect form of verb (Vi0 or Vi1) 

weqtl Waw consecutive with perfect (Vpw) 

qotel durative aspect (Vde0 or Vde1) 

 

ים  אֲנָשִֵ֔ וֹת הֶָֽ מִ֣ לֶה  שְׁ אֵ    These are the names of the men" (1) .............................................................................. וְׁ

ם       כֵֶּ֑ ו אִתְׁ דֹ֖ עַמְׁ ר יֶַֽ  :who shall stand with you (2) ....................................................................................... אֲשֵֶ֥

ור  דֵיאֶֽ ור בֶן־שְׁ ן אֱלִיצֹ֖ אובֵַּ֕  ;from Reuben, Elizur the son of Shedeur (3) .................................................... ׃ לִרְׁ

י   ישַדֶָֽ ל בֶן־צורִֶֽ מִיאֵֹ֖ לֻׁ וֹן שְׁ עַּ֕ שִמְׁ   ,Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai;(4) "from Simeon .................................. ׃ לְׁ

ב וֹן בֶן־עַמִינָדֶָֽ שֹ֖ ה נַחְׁ יהודַָּ֕  ;from Judah, Nahshon the son of Amminadab" (5) .............................................. ׃לִֶֽ

ר   ל בֶן־צועֶָֽ אֵֹ֖ תַנְׁ ר נְׁ שָשכֵָ֔ יִ   ;from Issachar, Nethanel the son of Zuar" (6) .......................................................׃ לְׁ

ן    ב בֶן־חֵלֶֹֽ ן אֱלִיאָֹ֖ בולַֻּׁ֕  m Zebulun, Eliab the son of Helon;(7) "fro ................................................................. ׃ לִזְׁ

ף    נִֵ֣י יוֹסֵֵ֔  :from the sons of Joseph" (8) ................................................................................................................ לִבְׁ

וד ע בֶן־עַמִיהֵּ֑ יִם אֱלִישָמָֹ֖ רַַּ֕ אֶפְׁ  ;from Ephraim, Elishama the son of Ammihud (9) ......................................... לְׁ

ור  דָהצֶֽ ל בֶן־פְׁ לִיאֵֹ֖ ה גַמְׁ נַשֶַּ֕  ;from Manasseh, Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur (10) ....................................... ׃ לִמְׁ

י   ענִֶֹֽ ן בֶן־גִדְׁ ן אֲבִידָֹ֖ יָמִֵ֔ נְׁ בִ   ;from Benjamin, Abidan the son of Gideoni" (11) ................................................... ׃ לְׁ

י   ישַדֶָֽ זֶר בֶן־עַמִֶֽ ן אֲחִיעֶֹ֖ דַָּ֕  ;from Dan, Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai" (12) ................................................. ׃לְׁ

ן   רֶָֽ ל בֶן־עָכְׁ עִיאֵֹ֖ ר פַגְׁ אָשֵַּ֕  Pagiel the son of Ocran;(13) "from Asher , ............................................................. ׃ לְׁ

ל   עואֵֶֽ ף בֶן־דְׁ יָסָֹ֖ ד אֶלְׁ גַָּ֕  ;from Gad, Eliasaph the son of Deuel" (14) ................................................................ ׃ לְׁ

ֶּֽן   ע בֶן־עֵינֶָֽ י אֲחִירַֹ֖ תָלִֵ֔ פְׁ נַ   ".from Naphtali, Ahira the son of Enan" (15) ........................................................... ׃ לְׁ

ם רָאשֵָ֛    וֹת אֲבוֹתֵָּ֑ י מַטִ֣ שִיאֵֹ֖ ה נְׁ י הָעֵדֵָ֔ רואִֵ֣ לֶה קְׁ םאֵַ֚ ל הֵֶֽ רָאֵֹ֖ י יִשְׁ פֵֵ֥   .................................................... ׃ י אַלְׁ

 ....  chosen from the congregation, leaders of their fathers' tribes, heads of the divisions in Israel.were (16) These  
 (Num. 1:5-116) 

20.4.4 Procedural Type 

 Procedural literature provides step-by-step instruction on how to do things such as build 

the tabernacle, offer sacrifices, conduct ceremonies and rituals, etc. Table 20.11 provides the fre-

quency distribution of the various sentence types in this type of literature in the Hebrew Bible. 

Verbless sentences (type Ve) account for 35.8%, and Waw consecutive with perfect (type Vpw) 

carries the story line, accounting for another 23.4%. This is followed by imperfect aspect sentences 

(types Vi0 and Vi1) accounting for another 23.8%. These four sentence types, along with a low 
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speech word density (1.60%) and moderate juxtaposition density (7.0%), may be regarded as char-

acteristic of this type of literature, leaving only 17% for all the other types.  

 The literary structure of procedural narrative is much like that of predictive prose.  The 

narrative is initiated by an event declared by an imperfect aspect verbal sentence (type Vi0 or Vi1) 

set in future time by semantic markers (as in Exod. 26:1), or by an imperfect aspect copulative 

sentence (type Ci0 or Ci1 as in Lev. 2:1). Or it is initiated by a Wehyh sentence (type Cpw), usually 

with future time semantic markers (cf. § 20.3.3). Or where the time frame of the broader context 

is clearly future tense, the narrative may begin with an initial Weqtl sentence (type Vpw) as in the 

following example. The story line is then carried on by Weqtl sentences (type Vpw), placing each 

new event in its proper sequential order. Each Weqtl sentence may be followed by any related 

background episodes or details. The narrative ends with a closing event or other statement of clo-

sure. 

Total number of words = 13,214 

Total number of verses = 674 

Total number of speech words = 33 

Total number of imperatives = 41 

Total number of juxtapositions = 135 

Average words per verse = 19.60 

Average words per sentence = 6.64 

Average sentences per verse = 2.93 

Speech word density = 1.66% 

Imperative density = 2.0% 

Juxtaposition density = 6.78% 

wayyqtl Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw) 

Verbless sentence (Ve) 

qtl perfect form of verb (Vp0 or Vp1) 

yqtl imperfect form of verb (Vi0 or Vi1) 

weqtl Waw consecutive with perfect (Vpw) 

qotel durative aspect (Vde0 or Vde1) 
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Table 20.11 

Frequency Distribution of Sentence Types 

for Procedural Literature 

Type Number  %   Type Number  % 

Ve 713 35.829   Vde0 6 0.302 

Vpw 466 23.417   Ci0 3 0.151 

Vi1 268 13.467   Cn0 3 0.151 

Vi0 206 10.352   Vdpw 2 0.101 

Vp0 86 4.322   Vdi1 2 0.101 

Viw 77 3.729   Ciw 2 0.101 

Ci1 66 3.317   Vdqc0 1 0.050 

Vp1 40 2.010   Cn1 1 0.050 

Cpw 35 1.759   Cp0 1 0.050 

Vde1 23 1.156   Vdqc1 1 0.050 

Count = 20     Total = 2,002   

 

 

ים    י שִטִֵּ֑ ן עֲצִֵ֣ חָֹ֖ לְׁ יתָ שֻׁ עָשִֵ֥   You shall also make a table of acacia wood;(1)" ..................................................... וְׁ

כוֹ        יִם אָרְׁ  ,Two cubits shall be its length (2) .........................................................................................   אַמָתִַ֤

ו      בֵ֔ ה רָחְׁ אַמִָ֣  ,a cubit its width (3) ֹ .................................................................................................................... וְׁ

וֹ       צִי קמָֹתֶֽ ה וָחֵֹ֖ אַמֵָ֥   .and a cubit and a half its height  (4) ........................................................................... ׃ וְׁ

וֹר   ב טָהֵּ֑ וֹ זָהִָ֣ צִפִיתֵָ֥ אֹתֹ֖  ,And you shall overlay it with pure gold" (5) ................................................................ וְׁ

יב׃   ב סָבִֶֽ וֹ זֵֵ֥ר זָהָֹ֖ יתָ לָ֛ עָשִֵ֥  .and make a molding of gold all around (6) .............................................................. וְׁ

יב  פַח סָבִֵּ֑ גֶֶָּֽ֛רֶת טֹֹ֖ וֹ מִסְׁ יתָ לֵ֥ עָשִ   ,You shall make for it a frame of a handbreadth all around" (7) .................... וְׁ

יב׃   וֹ סָבִֶֽ תֹ֖ גַרְׁ מִסְׁ ב לְׁ יתָ זֵר־זָהָָ֛ עָשִֹּ֧  .and you shall make a gold molding for the frame all around (8) .............. וְׁ

ב    ת זָהֵָּ֑ עִֹ֣ ע טַבְׁ בַֹ֖ וֹ אַרְׁ יתָ לֵ֔ עָשִִ֣  ,And you shall make for it four rings of gold" (9) ............................................ וְׁ

ת   ע הַפֵאֵֹ֔ בִַ֣ ל אַרְׁ ת עַַ֚ נָתַתָ  אֶת־הַטַבָעֵֹ֔  and put the rings on the four corners (10) ........................................... וְׁ

יואֲשֶֹ֖        לֶָֽ ע רַגְׁ בֵַ֥ אַרְׁ  .that are at its four legs (11) ......................................................................................׃ ר לְׁ

ת             יֶֹ֖יןָ הַטַבָעֵֹּ֑ רֶת תִהְׁ גֵֶ֔ מַת  הַמִסְׁ עֻׁ  The rings shall be close to the frame, (Ci1)" (12) .................................. לְׁ

ן׃        חֶָֽ לְׁ את אֶת־הַשֻׁ ים לָשֵֹ֖ בַדִֵ֔ ים לְׁ בָתִִ֣  as holders for the poles to bear the table (13)54. ........................... לְׁ

 

54 Line (13) contains a subordinate sentence that is dependent on the sentence of line (12), expressing purpose. 

It has been transformed into its infinitive construct equivalent, creating an adverbial phrase of purpose modifying the 

sentence it follows. 
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ים י שִטִֵ֔ יתָ אֶת־הַבַדִים  עֲצִֵ֣ עָשִִ֤  ,And you shall make the poles of acacia wood" (14)....................................... וְׁ

ב   ם זָהֵָּ֑ צִפִיתֵָ֥ אֹתָֹ֖  ,and overlay them with gold (15) ............................................................................................. וְׁ

ן   חֶָֽ לְׁ ם אֶת־הַשֻׁ נִשָא־בָֹ֖  .that the table may be carried with them (16) .............................................................. ׃ וְׁ

יו    נַקִיתֵָֹ֔ שוֹתָיו  ומְׁ יו וקְׁ כַפֹתָָ֗ יו וְׁ עָרתָֹ֜ יתָ קְׁ עָשִ    ................................................................................................. וְׁ

 ....................................................................... (17) "You shall make its dishes, its pans, its pitchers, and its bowls. 
ן        ךְ בָהֵֵּ֑ סַֹ֖ ר יֻׁ  which shall be for pouring (18) ............................................................................................ אֲשֵֶ֥

ם       ה אֹתֶָֽ וֹר תַעֲשֵֶ֥ ב טָהֹ֖  .You shall make them of pure gold (19) ........................................................... ׃ זָהֵָ֥

יד  י תָמִֶֽ פָנֵַ֥ ים לְׁ חֶם פָנִֹ֖ ן לֵֶ֥ חָָ֛ לְׁ ל־הַשֻׁ נָתַתָֹּ֧ עֶַֽ   .................................................................................................. ׃  וְׁ

 ................................................................... (20) "And you shall set the showbread on the table before Me always. 

 (Exod. 25:23-30) 

20.4.5 Instructional Type 

 Instructional literature provides step-by-step instruction on how to carry out Levitical du-

ties, conquer a city, establish geographical boundaries, and conduct worship, etc. Table 20.12 pro-

vides the frequency distribution of the various sentence types in this type of literature in the He-

brew Bible. Verbless sentences (type Ve) account for 35.6%, and Waw consecutive with perfect 

(type Vpw) accounts for another 25.3%. This is followed by imperfect aspect sentences (types Vi0 

and Vi1) accounting for another 18.4%. These four sentence types, along with a low speech word 

density (0.51%) and a moderate juxtaposition density (3.5%), may be regarded as characteristic of 

this type of literature, leaving 20.7% for all the other types. These characteristics are very much 

like those of the procedural literature. 

Table 20.12 

Frequency Distribution of Sentence Types 

for Instructional Literature 

Type Number %   Type Number % 

Ve 211 35.642   Vp1 14 2.365 

Vpw 150 25.338   Ci1 9 1.520 

Vi1 51 8.615   Vde0 1 0.169 

Vi0 58 9.797   Vdn1 1 0.169 

Vp0 36 6.081   Vdn0 1 0.169 

Cpw 17 2.872   Cp0 1 0.169 

Vde1 16 2.703   Cn1 1 0.169 

Viw 24 4.054   Ciw  1  0.169 

Count = 16     Total = 592  

Total number of words = 3,618 
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Total number of verses = 169 

Total number of speech words = 5 

Total number of imperatives = 21 

Total number of juxtapositions = 21 

Average words per verse = 21.40 

 

Average words per sentence = 6.40 

Average sentences per verse = 3.50 

Speech word density = 0.51% 

Imperative density = 2.14% 

Juxtaposition density = 3.55% 

 The literary structure of instructional narrative is also much like that of procedural narra-

tive. The narrative is initiated by an event declared by an imperfect aspect verbal sentence (type 

Vi0 or Vi1) set in future time by semantic markers. Or it is initiated by a Wehyh sentence (type 

Cpw), usually with future time semantic markers (cf. § 20.3.3). Or where the time frame of the 

broader context is clearly future tense, the narrative may begin with an initial Weqtl sentence (type 

Vpw), or with a verbless sentence as in the following example. The story line is then carried on by 

Weqtl sentences (type Vpw), placing each new event in its proper sequential order. Each Weqtl 

sentence may be followed by any related background episodes or details. The narrative ends with 

a closing event or other statement of closure. 

wayyqtl Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw) 

Verbless sentence (Ve) 

qtl perfect form of verb (Vp0 or Vp1) 

yqtl imperfect form of verb (Vi0 or Vi1) 

weqtl Waw consecutive with perfect (Vpw) 

qotel durative aspect (Vde0 or Vde1) 

ר  בָנוֹ  מִן־הַבָקֵָ֔ ה קָרְׁ  ,If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd` (1) ................................................. אִם־עלִָֹ֤

נו   רִיבֵֶּ֑ ים יַקְׁ ר תָמִֹ֖  ;he shall offer a male without blemish (2) ........................................................................... זָכֵָ֥

ה  הוֶָֽ י יְׁ נֵֵ֥ וֹ לִפְׁ צנֹֹ֖ וֹ לִרְׁ יב אֹתֵ֔ רִִ֣ הֶל מוֹעֵד  יַקְׁ תַח אִֹ֤   ................................................................................ ׃ אֶל־פֶ֜

 ...................... (3)  he shall offer it of his own free will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD. 
ה   אש הָעלֵָֹּ֑ ִֹ֣ ל ר וֹ עַֹ֖ ךְ יָדֵ֔ סָמִַ֣   the head of the burnt offering,(4) `Then he shall put his hand on........................... וְׁ

י  ר עָלֶָֽ כַפֵֵ֥ וֹ לְׁ ה לֹ֖ צֵָ֥ נִרְׁ  .and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him (5) ............................ו׃ וְׁ
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הוֵָּ֑ה   נִֵ֣י יְׁ ר לִפְׁ ן הַבָָקָֹ֖ ט אֶת־בֵֶ֥ שָחַָ֛  ;He shall kill the bull before the LORD` (6) ................................................. וְׁ

י אַהֲ   נֵ  רִיבו בְׁ הִקְׁ ֶ֠ ם וְׁ הֲנִים  אֶת־הַדֵָ֔ כֶֹֽ ן הֶַֽ  and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood (7) .................... רִֹ֤

יב   חַ  סָבִֵ֔ בֵ  ם עַל־הַמִזְׁ ו אֶת־הַדִָ֤ ק  זָרְׁ  and they shall sprinkle the blood all around on the altar (8) .................... וְׁ

ד׃       הֶל מוֹעֵֶֽ תַח אֵֹ֥  .that is by the door of the tabernacle of meeting (9) ........................................... אֲשֶר־פֶֹ֖

ה   יט אֶת־הָעלֵָֹּ֑ שִֹ֖ הִפְׁ  And he shall skin the burnt offering (10) ............................................................................ וְׁ

יהָ   תָחֶֶֽ הּ לִנְׁ ח אֹתָֹ֖ נִתֵַ֥  .and he shall cut it into its pieces (11) ............................................................................. ׃ וְׁ

ש   ן אֵֹ֖ ן הַכהֵָֹ֛ י אַהֲרֹֹּ֧ נֵ  נו בְׁ נָתְׁ ֶ֠ חַ וְׁ בֵֵּ֑  ,The sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar (12) ........... עַל־הַמִזְׁ

ש   ים עַל־הָאֵֶֽ ו עֵצִֹ֖ כֵ֥ עָרְׁ  .and lay the wood in order on the fire (13) .................................................................. ׃ וְׁ

דֶר עַל־הָעֵ   אֶת־הַפֵָּ֑ אש וְׁ ֹֹ֖ ים אֶת־הָר תָחִֵ֔ ת הַנְׁ ים אֵַ֚ הֲנִֵ֔ נִֵ֤י אַהֲרןֹ  הַכִֹ֣ ו בְׁ כָ֗ עָרְׁ   ......................................צִים  וְׁ

 .................................. (14) the priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat in order on the wood 
ש        ר עַל־הָאֵֵ֔  that is on the fire (15) ......................................................................................................... אֲשִֶ֣

חַ        בֵֶֽ ר עַל־הַמִזְׁ  ;that is upon the altar (16) .............................................................................................. ׃ אֲשֶֹ֖

ץ בַמֵָּ֑   חִַ֣ יו יִרְׁ רָעָֹ֖ וֹ וכְׁ בֵ֥ קִרְׁ  .but he shall wash its entrails and its legs with water (17) ...................................... יִםוְׁ

ה׃    יהוֶָֽ וֹחַ לֶַֽ יחַ־נִיחֹ֖ ה רֵֶֽ ה אִשֵֵ֥ חָה עלָָֹ֛ בֵֵ֔ ן אֶת־הַכלֹ  הַמִזְׁ יר הַכהִֵֹ֤ טִ  הִקְׁ   ...................................................... וְׁ

 .................................. (18) And the priest shall burn all on the altar as a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire,  

            a sweet aroma to the LORD. (Lev. 1:3-9) 

20.4.6 Juridical Type 

 Juridical literature provides law codes regulating various public and religious practices, 

such as the Ten Commandments, Sabbath and festival laws, civil case laws, etc. Table 20.13 pro-

vides the frequency distribution of the various sentence types in this type of literature in the He-

brew Bible. Verbless sentences (type Ve) account for 28.4%, and Waw consecutive with perfect 

(type Vpw) accounts for another 18.7%, followed by imperfect aspect sentences (types Vi0 and 

Vi1) accounting for another 30.7%. These four sentence types, along with a low speech word 

density (1.60%) and a moderate juxtaposition density (8.5%), may be regarded as characteristic of 

this type of literature, leaving 22.3% for all the other types. One would expect the imperative 

density (1.2%) to be much higher in this literature type, but evidently once the imperative mood is 

introduced by an imperative sentence, the mood is carried on by succeeding Waw consecutive with 

perfect sentences (type Vpw) or even succeeding imperfect sentences (types Vi0 and Vi1). 

 The literary structure of juridical narrative is similar to that of instructional narrative. The 

narrative  is initiated  by  a command expressed  by  an imperfect aspect verbal sentence  
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(type Vi0 or Vi1) in the imperative mood55 set in future time by semantic markers. Or where the 

time frame of the broader context is clearly future tense, the narrative may begin with an initial 

Weqtl sentence (type Vpw) as in Deut. 11:1. The story line is then carried on by Weqtl sentences 

(type Vpw), placing each new command in its proper sequential order. Each Weqtl sentence may 

be followed by any related background information or details. The narrative usually ends with a 

statement of closure. 

Table 20.13 

Frequency Distribution of Sentence Types 

for Juridical Literature 

Type Number %   Type Number % 

Ve 1,327 28.367  Cn0 22 0.470 

Vpw 874 18.683   Cp1 17 0.363 

Vi0 867 17.162   Cn1 9 0.192 

Vi1 632 13.510   Vdn0 4 0.086 

Vp0 354 7.567   Ciw 5 0.107 

Viw 150 3.206   Vdn1 3 0.064 

Ci1 106 2.266   Vdi1 2 0.043 

Vp1 105 2.245   Vdi0 2 0.043 

Cpw 92 1.967   Vdqc1 2 0.043 

Vde1 88 1.881   Cp0 1 0.021 

Ci0 45 0.962   Vdqc0 1 0.021 

Vde0 40 0.855   Vdp1 1 0.021 

Count = 24     Total = 4,749   

Total number of words = 27,967 

Total number of verses = 1,407 

Total number of speech words = 81 

Total number of imperatives = 60 

Total number of juxtapositions = 399 

Average words per verse = 19.88 

Average words per sentence = 5.93 

Average sentences per verse = 3.35 

Speech word density = 1.60% 

Imperative density = 1.18% 

 

55 The imperative mood may be marked by an imperative verb form, as in line (2) of the example, or by 

semantic markers, or it may be resident in the context. 



Chapter 20 The Syntax of Sentences in Discourse  

 

 

574 

 

Juxtaposition density = 8.53% 

wayyqtl Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw) 

Verbless sentence (Ve) 

qtl perfect form of verb (Vp0 or Vp1) 

yqtl imperfect form of verb (Vi0 or Vi1) 

weqtl Waw consecutive with perfect (Vpw) 

qotel durative aspect (Vde0 or Vde1) 

ר ה לֵאמֶֹֽ הוָֹ֖ה אֶל־מֹשֵֶ֥ אמֶר יְׁ ֵֹ֥  ,And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying (1) ..................................................... ׃ וַי

ר   רָאֵל  לֵאמֵֹ֔ נִֵ֤י יִשְׁ ר אֶל־בְׁ ה דַבֵ  אַתַָּ֞  :Speak also to the children of Israel, saying" (2) ..................................... וְׁ

ר  מֵֹּ֑ י תִשְׁ תֹתַֹ֖ ךְ אֶת־שַבְׁ  ,Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep` (3) .................................................................. ו אֵַ֥

ם        תֵיכֵֶ֔ דרִֹֹ֣ ינֵיכֶם  לְׁ י ובֵֶֽ וא בֵינִִ֤ וֹת הִ֜   ..................................................................................................... כִי  א 
  ................................................................... (4) for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, 

עַת          56may knowyou (5) that  ....................................................................................................................... לָדַַּ֕

ם       כֶֶֽ קַדִשְׁ הוָֹ֖ה מְׁ י יְׁ י אֲנִֵ֥  that I the LORD am sanctifying you. (6 ) .............................................................. ׃ כִָ֛

ת  תֶם  אֶת־הַשַבֵָ֔ מַרְׁ  ,You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore` (7) ......................................................................ושְׁ

ם        וא לָכֵֶּ֑ דֶש הִֹ֖ י קֵֹ֥  .for it is holy to you (8) .................................................................................................. כִָ֛

ת  וֹת יומֵָ֔ יהָ  מִ֣ לֶ  לְׁ חֶַֽ  ;Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death (9) ................................................. מְׁ

ה        לָאכֵָ֔ ה בָהּ  מְׁ י כָל־הָעשֵֶֹ֥   57work on it,any (10) for whoever does, ........................................................ כִָ֗

יהָ        רֶב עַמֶֶֽ וא מִקֵֶ֥ ה הַנֵֶ֥פֶש הַהִֹ֖ תָָ֛ רְׁ נִכְׁ  .that person shall be cut off from among his people (11) .............׃ וְׁ

לָאכָה֒   ה מְׁ שֶת יָמִים֘ יֵעָשִֶ֣   Work shall be done for six days,(12) .................................................................... שִֵ֣

דֶש לַיהוֵָּ֑ה        וֹן קֹֹ֖ ת שַבָתָ֛ י שַבַֹּ֧ בִיעִָ֗ וֹם הַשְׁ   ............................................................................................ ובַיִ֣
 ................................................................................ (13) but the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD. 
ת  וֹת יומֶָֽ ת מֵ֥ וֹם הַשַבָֹ֖ יֵ֥ ה בְׁ לָאכָָ֛ ה מְׁ   .............................................................................................. ׃ כָל־הָעשֶֹֹּ֧

 .................................................. (14) Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 
ת   ל אֶת־הַשַבֵָּ֑ רָאֵֹ֖ י־יִשְׁ נֵֶֽ ו בְׁ רֵ֥ שָמְׁ  ,Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath (15) ........................ וְׁ

 

56 Line (5) contains a subordinate sentence that is dependent on the sentence of line (4), expressing purpose. 

It has been transformed into its infinitive construct equivalent, creating an adverbial phrase of purpose modifying the 

sentence it follows. 

57 Lines (10) and (11) contain a casus pendens compound subject noun phrase standing apart from its asso-

ciated sentence with which it is idiomatically joined by a conjunction. The phrase is resumed in the associated sentence 

by the phrase “that person.” (See § 13.4.3). 
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ם׃ לַ   ית עוֹלֶָֽ רִֵ֥ ם בְׁ דרֹתָֹֹ֖ ת לְׁ וֹת אֶת־הַשַבָָ֛   ................................................................................................... עֲשֹּ֧

 ............................................. .58a perpetual covenantas (16)  to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations  
ם  עלֵָֹּ֑ וא לְׁ וֹת הִֹ֖ ל אֵ֥ רָאֵֵ֔ נִֵ֣י יִשְׁ י ובֵין  בְׁ  ;It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever (17) ......... בֵינִָ֗

רֶץ       אֶת־הָאֵָ֔ יִם וְׁ הוָה  אֶת־הַשָמִַ֣ ה יְׁ ים עָשִָ֤ שֶת יָמִָ֗   ......................................................................... כִי־שִֵ֣

 .............................................................................. (18) for in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, 
ת        י שָבַֹ֖ בִיעִֵ֔  and on the seventh day He rested (19) ..................................................................... ובַיוֹם  הַשְׁ

ש          "'.and was refreshed (20)  ................................................................................................................. ׃ וַיִנָפֶַֽ

י   18  ר סִינֵַ֔ הִַ֣ ר אִתוֹ  בְׁ דַבִֵ֤ כַלֹּתוֹ  לְׁ ה כְׁ ן אֶל־מֹשֶָ֗   .......................................................................................... וַיִתִֵ֣

 ................................. ,(21) And He gave Moses, when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai 
ים  ע אֱלֹהִֶֽ בֵַ֥ אֶצְׁ ים בְׁ בִֹ֖ תֻׁ בֶן כְׁ ת אֵֶ֔ חִֹ֣ ת לֻׁ ֵּ֑ ת הָעֵדֻׁ חִֹ֣ נֵֹ֖י לֻׁ   ................................................................................. שְׁ

 ............................................... (22) two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God.. 
 (Exod. 31:12-22) 

20.4.7 Predictive Prose Type 

 Predictive prose provides prophecies of the future found mainly in the prose sections of the 

prophets. Table 20.14 provides the frequency distribution of the various sentence types in this type 

of literature in the Hebrew Bible. Verbless sentences (type Ve) account for 25.1% of the text, and 

Waw consecutive with perfect (type Vpw) accounts for another 14.8%, followed by imperfect 

aspect sentences (types Vi0 and Vi1) accounting for another 21.4%. These four sentence types, 

along with a high speech word density (7.4%), a moderate imperative density (4.6%) and a mod-

erate juxtaposition density (8.1%), may be regarded as characteristic of this type of literature. In-

terestingly, perfect aspect sentences (types Vp0 and Vp1) also account for another 19.9%, leaving 

only 18.8% for the other sentence types. 

 The literary structure of predictive prose is much like that of procedural narrative.  The 

narrative is initiated by an event declared by an imperfect aspect verbal sentence (type Vi0 or Vi1) 

set in future time by semantic markers (as in the example below), or by an imperative (as in Jer. 

19:1; 22:1, etc.), or by an imperfect aspect copulative sentence (type Ci0 or Ci1 as in Zech. 13:1). 

Or it may be initiated by a Wehyh sentence (type Cpw), usually with future time semantic markers 

(cf. § 20.3.3), as in Deut. 28:1 and 30:1. The story line is then carried on by Weqtl sentences (type 

Vpw), placing each new event in its proper sequential order. Each Weqtl sentence may be followed 

 

58 Line (16) contains a subordinate sentence that is dependent on the sentence of line (15), expressing purpose. 

It has been transformed into its infinitive construct equivalent, creating an adverbial phrase of purpose modifying the 

sentence it follows.   
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by any related background episodes or details. The narrative ends with a closing event or other 

statement of closure. 

Table 20.14 

Frequency Distribution of Sentence Types 

for Predictive Prose 

Type Number %   Type Number % 

Ve 1,339 25.106   Cp0 23 0.431 

Vpw 791 14.829   Cn0 20 0.375 

Vp0 586 10.986   Vdn0 14 0.262 

Vi0 583 10.930   Ci0 6 0.112 

Vi1 558 10.461   Cn1 4 0.075 

Vp1 477 8.934   Vdp1 3 0.056 

Viw 446 8.361   Vdpw 3 0.056 

Vde1 111 2.081  Vdn1 2 0.037 

Vde0 114 2.137   Vdi0 2 0.037 

Cpw 85 1.594   Vdqc1 2 0.037 

Ciw 71 1.331   Vdp0 1 0.019 

Ci1 58 1.087   Vdqc0 1 0.019 

Cp1 33 0.619   Cy0 1 0.019 

Count = 26     Total = 5,334   

Total number of words = 29,716 

Total number of verses = 1,342 

Total number of speech words = 395 

Total number of imperatives = 234 

Total number of juxtapositions = 418 

Average words per verse = 22.14 

Average words per sentence = 5.57 

Average sentences per verse = 3.97 

Speech word density = 7.40% 

Imperative density = 4.38% 

Juxtaposition density = 8.14% 

wayyqtl Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw) 

Verbless sentence (Ve) 

qtl perfect form of verb (Vp0 or Vp1) 

yqtl imperfect form of verb (Vi0 or Vi1) 
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weqtl Waw consecutive with perfect (Vpw) 

qotel durative aspect (Vde0 or Vde1) 

 

ךֹ֖  ים לְׁ נִי יָָקִֵ֥ יך  כָמֵֹ֔ ךִ֤ מֵאַחֶ  בְׁ יא מִקִרְׁ יך נבִ  הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֶּ֑   ..................................................................................... יְׁ

 ...............(1) "The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. 
ון  מָעֶֽ יו תִשְׁ  ,Him you shall hear (2) ................................................................................................................ ׃ אֵלָֹ֖

ל                 ֹ כ ר כְׁ ל לֵאמֵֹּ֑ וֹם הַקָהָֹ֖ יֵ֥ ב בְׁ חֹרֵֵ֔ יך  בְׁ הוִָ֤ה אֱלֹהֶ  ם יְׁ תָ מֵעִ  לְׁ   ................................................. אֲשֶר־שָאַ֜

 .................. (3) "according to all you desired of the LORD your God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, 
י        הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵָ֔ עַ  אֶת־קוֹל  יְׁ מֹ  ף לִשְׁ א אֹסֵָ֗ ִֹ֣  ,Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God (4) ....... ל

וֹד       ה עֹ֖ אֵֶ֥ א־אֶרְׁ ֶֹֽ את ל ָֹ֛ ה הַז דלֵָֹ֥ ש הַגְׁ אֶת־הָאֵ   ,nor let me see this great fire anymore (5) .......................... וְׁ

ות       א אָמֶֽ ֵֹ֥ ל  '.lest I die  (6) ............................................................................................................................. ׃ וְׁ

י             הוָֹ֖ה אֵלֵָּ֑ אמֶר יְׁ ֵֹ֥  :And the LORD said to me" (7) ......................................................................................... וַי

רו       ר דִבֵֶֽ יבו אֲשֵֶ֥  .What they have spoken is good` (8) ......................................................................... ׃ הֵיטִֹ֖

וֹך    ם כָמֵּ֑ רֶב אֲחֵיהֶֹ֖ ם מִקֵֶ֥ ים לָהֶָ֛ יא אָָקִֵ֥   .........................................................................................................נָבִ 

 .............................................................. (9) I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, 
יו   פִֵ֔ בָרַי  בְׁ י דְׁ נָתַתִִ֤  ,and will put My words in His mouth (10) ............................................................................. וְׁ

נו   ר אֲצַוֶֶֽ ת כָל־אֲשֵֶ֥ ם אֵֹ֖ ר אֲלֵיהֵֶ֔ דִבִֶ֣  .and He shall speak to them all that I command Him (11) ..................... ׃ וְׁ

י    בָרֵַ֔ מַע  אֶל־דְׁ א־יִשְׁ ֶֹֽ ר ל ה הָאִיש  אֲשִֶ֤ הָיָָ֗   whoever will not hear My words,that be (12) And it shall ............ וְׁ

מִֵּ֑         ר בִשְׁ דַבֵֹ֖ ר יְׁ  ,which He speaks in My name (13) .............................................................................. י אֲשֵֶ֥

וֹ         ש מֵעִמֶֽ רֵֹ֥ י אֶדְׁ  .I will require it of him  (14) ..................................................................................... ׃ אָנֹכִֹ֖

ת    י אִֵ֣ מִָ֗ ר בִשְׁ ר דָבָ֜ דַבֵ  ר יָזִיד  לְׁ יא אֲשִֶ֣ ךְ הַנָבִֶּ֡ ר אִַ֣ דַבֵֵ֔ א־צִוִיתִיו  לְׁ ֶֹֽ ר ל   .................................................. אֲשִֶ֤

 ..... (15) But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, 
ים  ים אֲחֵרִֵּ֑ ם אֱלֹהִִ֣ שֵֹ֖ ר בְׁ דַבֵֵ֔ ר יְׁ  ,or who speaks in the name of other gods (16)59........................................ וַאֲשִֶ֣

וא׃   יא הַהֶֽ ת הַנָבִֵ֥  '.that prophet shall die (17) ..................................................................................................ומֵֹ֖

ך    בָבֵֶּ֑ ר בִלְׁ י תאֹמַֹ֖ כִֵ֥  ,And if you say in your heart"  (18) ...................................................................................... וְׁ

ה         הוֶָֽ וֹ יְׁ רֹ֖ ר לאֹ־דִבְׁ ר אֲשֵֶ֥ ע אֶת־הַדָבֵָ֔   ................................................................................... ׃ אֵיכָה  נֵדִַ֣

 ................................................................... (19) `How shall we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?' 
ה    הוָָ֗ ם יְׁ שִֵ֣ יא בְׁ ר הַנָבִ֜ דַבֵ   ,when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD" (20) ................................ אֲשֶר  יְׁ

 

59 Lines (15) and (16) contain a casus pendens compound subject noun phrase standing apart from its asso-

ciated sentence with which it is idiomatically joined by a conjunction. The phrase is resumed in the associated sentence 

by the phrase “that prophet.” (See § 13.4.3).  
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יִֶ֤ה הַדָבָר    א־יִהְׁ ֶֹֽ ל  if the thing does not happen (Ci0) (21) .....................................................................................וְׁ

ר   וא הַדָבֵָ֔ וֹא הִ֣ א יָבֵ֔ ִֹ֣ ל  ,or come to pass (22) ....................................................................................................... וְׁ

הוֵָּ֑ה        וֹ יְׁ רֹ֖ ר לאֹ־דִבְׁ  ;that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken (23) ............................................ אֲשֵֶ֥

יא   וֹ הַנָבִֵ֔ רִ֣ זָדוֹן  דִבְׁ  ;the prophet has spoken it presumptuously (24) .................................................................. בְׁ

נו  ור מִמֶֶֽ א תָגֹ֖ ֵֹ֥  .you shall not be afraid of him (Deut. 18:15-22) (25) .............................................................. ׃  ל

20.4.8 Expository Prose Type 

 Expository prose contains such things as prayers and expressions of praise and honor for 

God and man. This literature type has the smallest corpus of any other type, having only fourteen 

of the possible thirty sentence types. Table 20.15 provides the frequency distribution of the various 

sentence types in this type of literature in the Hebrew Bible. Verbless sentences (type Ve) account 

for 37.6% of the text, followed by perfect aspect sentences (types Vp0 and Vp1) accounting for 

another 21.2%. These three sentence types may be regarded as characteristic of this literature type. 

Interestingly, Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw, 9.9%) and Waw consecutive with perfect 

(type Vpw, 9.3%) have approximately the same distribution, while imperfect aspect sentences 

(types Vi0 and Vi1) account for another 12%, leaving only 10% for the other sentence types. The 

literary structure of expository prose seems to have no definable syntactic structure, but the struc-

ture of each narrative differs according the semantic affinities of the content.  

Table 20.15 

Frequency Distribution of Sentence Types 

for Expository Prose 

Type Number %   Type Number % 

Ve 122 37.654   Vi1 11 3.395 

Vp0 51 15.741   Vde1 7 2.160 

Viw 32 9.877   Cy0 3 0.926 

Vpw 30 9.259   Ci1 2 0.617 

Vi0 28 8.642   Cp0 2 0.617 

Vp1 17 5.427   Cpw 1 0.309 

Vde0 17 5.247  Cn0 1 0.309 

Count = 14     Total = 324   

Total number of words = 1,854 

Total number of verses = 83 

Total number of speech words = 3 

Total number of imperatives = 6 
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Total number of juxtapositions = 19 

Average words per verse = 22.34 

Average words per sentence = 5.72 

Average sentences per verse = 3.90 

Speech word density = 0.92% 

Imperative density = 1.85% 

Juxtaposition density = 4.63% 

wayyqtl Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw) 

Verbless sentence (Ve) 

qtl perfect form of verb (Vp0 or Vp1) 

yqtl imperfect form of verb (Vi0 or Vi1) 

weqtl Waw consecutive with perfect (Vpw) 

qotel durative aspect (Vde0 or Vde1) 

ר אָנֹ  את אֲשֶָ֛ ֵֹ֔ וִָ֣ה הַז י הַמִצְׁ ךֵ֔ כִַ֚ את הִוא  מִמְׁ לֵֵ֥ א־נִפְׁ ֶֹֽ וֹם ל ךֹ֖ הַיֵּ֑ צַוְׁ י מְׁ   ........................................................... כִֵ֥

 ........................................ (1) "For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious for you, 
וא׃   ה הִֶֽ חֹקָֹ֖ א רְׁ ֵֹ֥ ל  .nor is it far off (2) ................................................................................................................... וְׁ

וא   יִם הִֵּ֑ א בַשָמַֹ֖ ֵֹ֥   not in heaven,is (3) "It ............................................................................................................. ל

ר     60that you should say,(4) ............................................................................................................................. לֵאמָֹ֗

מָה         יְׁ נו הַשָמַ  י יַעֲלֶה־לִָ֤  Who will ascend into heaven for us` (5) ............................................................... מִִ֣

נו      הָ לֵָ֔ יִקָחִֶ֣  ,and bring it to us (6) ...................................................................................................................   וְׁ

הּ       נו אֹתָֹ֖ מִעֵֵ֥ יַשְׁ  that we may hear it  (7) .......................................................................................................... וְׁ

נָה׃       נַעֲשֶֶֽ  '?and do it (8) .................................................................................................................................... וְׁ

וא   בֶר לַיָֹ֖ם הִֵּ֑ א־מֵעֵֵ֥ ֶֹֽ ל   it beyond the sea,is (9) "Nor ............................................................................................. וְׁ

ר       ,that you should say (10) .......................................................................................................................... לֵאמָֹ֗

בֶר הַיָם        נו אֶל־עִֵ֤ י יַעֲבָר־לָ֜  Who will go over the sea for us` (11) ............................................................   מִִ֣

נו       הָ לֵָ֔ יִקָחִֶ֣  ,and bring it to us (12) ................................................................................................................... וְׁ

נו אֹתָֹ֖       מִעֵֵ֥ יַשְׁ  that we may hear it (13) ......................................................................................................... הּ וְׁ

 

60 Line (4) contains a subordinate sentence that is dependent on the sentence of line (3), expressing purpose. 

It has been transformed into its infinitive construct equivalent, creating an adverbial phrase of purpose modifying the 

sentence it follows. Similar comments apply to lines (16), (19), (20), (21), (35), (40), (41), (42), (44), and (46). 
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נָה׃       נַעֲשֶֶֽ  '?and do it (14) .................................................................................................................................. וְׁ

ךֹ֖   בָבְׁ לְׁ יך ובִֶֽ פִֵ֥ ד בְׁ אֵֹּ֑ ר מְׁ יך הַדָבָֹ֖ וֹב אֵלֶָ֛ י־קָרֵ֥   .................................................................................................. כִֶֽ
 .................................................................... (15) "But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, 

וֹ׃   .that you may do it (16) ............................................................................................................................ לַעֲשתֶֹֽ

ע   אֶת־הָרֶָֽ וֶת וְׁ אֶת־הַמָֹ֖ וֹב וְׁ אֶת־הַטֵּ֑ ים וְׁ חַיִֹ֖ וֹם אֶת־הֶַֽ יך  הַיֵ֔ פָנֶ  תִי לְׁ ה נָתִַ֤ אֵ    .............................................. ׃ רְׁ

 ....................................................................... (17) "See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, 
ך֘ הַיוֹם֒   צַוְׁ י מְׁ ר אָנֹכִִ֣  in that I command you today" (18) ................................................................................ אֲשֶ 

אַהֲבַָּ֞      יך לְׁ הוִָ֤ה אֱלֹהֶ   ,to love the LORD your God  (19) ...................................................................... ה אֶת־יְׁ

יו      רָכֵָ֔ כֶת בִדְׁ  ,to walk in His ways (20) ......................................................................................................... לָלִֶ֣

יו      פָטֵָּ֑ יו ומִשְׁ קתָֹֹ֖ חֻׁ יו וְׁ וֹתֵָ֥ ר מִצְׁ מָֹ֛ לִשְׁ  ,and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments (21)וְׁ

חָיִִ֣יתָ    that you may live (22)................................................................................................................................... וְׁ

יתָ   רָבִֵ֔  ;and you may multiply (23) ......................................................................................................................... וְׁ

רֶץ  יך בָאַָּ֕ הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֶ֔ ך  יְׁ רַכְׁ  and the LORD your God may bless you in the land (24) ..................................... ובֵֶֽ

הּ       תֶָֽ רִשְׁ מָה לְׁ ה בָא־שָֹ֖  .which you go to possess (25) ................................................................ ׃ אֲשֶר־אַתֵָ֥

ךֹ֖   בָבְׁ נֵֶ֥ה לְׁ אִם־יִפְׁ  But if your heart turns away" (26) ............................................................................................ וְׁ

ע   מֵָּ֑ א תִשְׁ ִֹ֣ ל  ,so that you do not hear (27) .............................................................................................................. וְׁ

תָָ֗   נִדַחְׁ  ,and are drawn away (28) ........................................................................................................................... וְׁ

ים   ים אֲחֵרִֹ֖ יתָ לֵאלֹהִֵ֥ תַחֲוִָ֛ שְׁ הִֶֽ  and worship other gods (29) .............................................................................. וְׁ

ם  תֶָֽ  ,and serve them (30) ..............................................................................................................................׃ וַעֲבַדְׁ

תִי    ֶּֽדְׁ וֹם הִגִַ֤  I announce to you today" (31) ................................................................................................ לָכֶם  הַיֵ֔

ו  ד תאֹבֵדֵּ֑ י אָבֹֹ֖  ;that you shall surely perish (32) ............................................................................................. ן כִֵ֥

ה  אֲדָמֵָ֔ ן יָמִים  עַל־הִָ֣ ִ֤  you shall not prolong your days in the land (33) ............................................ לאֹ־תַאֲרִיכֻׁ

ן        דֵֵ֔ ה עבֵֹר  אֶת־הַיַרְׁ ר אַתִָ֤  .which you cross over the Jordan (34) ......................................................... אֲשֶ 

הּ׃        תֶָֽ רִשְׁ מָה לְׁ א שָֹ֖ ֵֹ֥  to go in and possess (35)61 ........................................................................................ לָב

אֶת־הָאָרֶץ֒   יִם וְׁ ם הַיוֹם֘ אֶת־הַשָמִַ֣ תִי בָכִֶ֣  ֹ   ............................................................................................... הַעִיד

 .................................................................................. (36) "I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, 

 

61 Line (35) contains a subordinate sentence that is dependent on the sentence of line (34), expressing purpose. 

It has been transformed into its infinitive construct equivalent, creating an adverbial phrase of purpose modifying the 

sentence it follows. This applies also to lines 41, 42, 43, and 46. 
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וֶת  נָתִַ֣        הַמָ  ה הַחַיִִ֤ים וְׁ לָלֵָּ֑ הַקְׁ ה וְׁ רָכָֹ֖ יך הַבְׁ פָנֵֶ֔   ....................................................................................... תִי לְׁ

 ........................................................................ (37) that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; 
ים   חַיִֵ֔ תָ  בֶַֽ חַרְׁ  ,therefore choose life (38) ............................................................................................................ ובֶָֽ

ך       עֶֶֽ זַרְׁ ה וְׁ יֶֹ֖ה אַתֵָ֥ עַן תִחְׁ מֵַ֥  ;that both you and your descendants may live (39) ........................................... ׃ לְׁ

יך   הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֶ֔ הֲבָה  אֶת־יְׁ אֶַֽ  ,that you may love the LORD your God" (40) ........................................................ לְׁ

וֹ        קלֹֹ֖ עַ בְׁ מֵֹ֥  ,that you may obey His voice (41) ............................................................................................. לִשְׁ

וֹ        קָה־בֵּ֑ דָבְׁ  ,and that you may cling to Him (42) .......................................................................................... ולְׁ

יך   רֶךְ יָמֵֶ֔ אִֹ֣ יך  וְׁ וא חַיֶ  י הִ֤  ;for He is your life and the length of your days (43) ................................................. כִִ֣

ה          בֶת עַל־הָאֲדָמָָ֗  and that you may dwell in the land (44) .................................................................. לָשִֶ֣

הוָֹּ֧ה           ע יְׁ בַ  ב אֲשֶר  נִשְׁ יַעֲקֹֹ֖ לְׁ ק וֶֽ חֵָ֥ יִצְׁ ם לְׁ רָהָָ֛ אַבְׁ יך לְׁ   ................................................................... לַאֲבתֶָֹ֛

 .......................................................... (45)  which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
ם׃          ת לָהֶֶֽ  to give them.” (Deut. 30:11-20) (46) ......................................................................................... לָתֵֵ֥

20.4.9 Expository Poetry Type 

 Expository poetry contains such things as prayers and expressions of praise and honor for 

God and man, in poetry as distinguished from prose. This literature type occurs in the poetical 

books and in other poems scattered throughout the prose books. Table 20.16 provides the fre-

quency distribution of the various sentence types in this type of literature in the Hebrew Bible. 

Verbless sentences (type Ve) account for 21.1% of the text, followed by imperfect aspect sentences 

(types Vi0 and Vi1) accounting for another 42.1%, while perfect aspect sentences (types Vp0 and 

Vp1) account for another 20.6%. These five sentence types, along with minimal word density 

(4.5), and a maximum imperative density (8.8%) and maximum juxtaposition density (18.2%), 

may be regarded as characteristic of this literature type. Interestingly, Waw consecutive with im-

perfect (Viw, 5.3%) and Waw consecutive with perfect (type Vpw, 1.9%) contribute little, leaving 

only 9% for the other sentence types. Like that of expository prose, the literary structure of expos-

itory poetry seems to have no definable syntactic structure, but the structure of each narrative dif-

fers according the semantic affinities of its content. 

Total number of words = 58,600 

Total number of verses = 5,393 

Total number of speech words = 271 

Total number of imperatives = 1,128 

Total number of juxtapositions = 2,346 

Average words per verse = 10.87 
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Average words per sentence = 4.56 

Average sentences per verse = 2.38 

Speech word density = 2.11% 

Imperative density = 8.78% 

Juxtaposition density = 18.28% 

Table 20.16 

Frequency Distribution of Sentence Types 

for Expository Poetry 

Type Number %   Type Number % 

Vi0 2,949 22.974   Cn1 31 0.242 

Ve 2,713 21.136   Cy0 28 0.218 

Vi1 2,458 19.149   Ciw 27 0.210 

Vp0 1,419 11.055   Cpw 15 0.117 

Vp1 1,227 9.559   Vdy0 10 0.078 

Viw 683 5.321   Vdn1 5 0.039 

Vde0 516 4.020   Vdp1 4 0.031 

Vpw 241 1.878   Vdpw 2 0.016 

Vde1 147 1.145   Vdi1 2 0.016 

Cn0 127 0.989   Vdi0 2 0.016 

Ci0 60 0.467   Vdqc0 2 0.016 

Cp0 47 0.366   Cy1 2 0.016 

Cp1 44 0.343   Vdiw 1 0.008 

Ci1 39 0.304   Vdp0 1 0.008 

Vdn0 34 0.265        

Count = 29     Total = 12,836   

wayyqtl Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw) 

Verbless sentence (Ve) 

qtl perfect form of verb (Vp0 or Vp1) 

yqtl imperfect form of verb (Vi0 or Vi1) 

weqtl Waw consecutive with perfect (Vpw) 

qotel durative aspect (Vde0 or Vde1) 

וֹ נֶֽ ן בְׁ הוֹנָתֵָ֥ עַל־יְׁ ול וְׁ את עַל־שָאֹ֖ ֵֹּ֑ ד אֶת־הַקִינָֹ֖ה הַז קנִֵֶֹּֽ֣ן דָוִֵ֔   ......................................................................... ׃ וַיְׁ

 ........................................... (1) Then David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son, 
אמֶר   ַֹּ֕  and he said (2) ............................................................................................................................................. וַי
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שֶת       ה קֵָּ֑ הודָֹ֖ י־יְׁ נֵֶֽ ד בְׁ לַמֵֵ֥   62the Bow;the Song of to teach the children of Judah  (3)................................... לְׁ

ר        פֶר הַיָשֶָֽ ה עַל־סֵֵ֥ תובָֹ֖  :indeed it is written in the Book of Jasher (4) ........................................... ׃ הִנֵֵ֥ה כְׁ

ל   יך חָלֵָּ֑ ל עַל־בָמוֹתֶֹ֖ רָאֵֵ֔ בִי  יִשְׁ  !The beauty of Israel is slain on your high places" (5) .................................. הַצְׁ

ים   ו גִבוֹרִֶֽ לֵ֥ יךְ נָפְׁ  !How the mighty have fallen (6) ........................................................................................... ׃ אֵֹ֖

ת   גֵַ֔ ידו בְׁ   not in Gath,it (7) Tell .................................................................................................................. אַל־תַגִִ֣

וֹן   לֵּ֑ קְׁ ת אַשְׁ חוצִֹ֣ ו בְׁ רֹ֖ בַשְׁ ל־תְׁ  —Proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon (8) ................................................ אֶַֽ

ים  תִֵ֔ לִשְׁ וֹת פְׁ נִ֣ נָה  בְׁ חְׁ מַ   ,Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice (9) ................................................ פֶן־תִשְׁ

ים  וֹת הָעֲרֵלִֶֽ נֵ֥ נָה בְׁ זְׁ ן־תַעֲלֹֹ֖  .Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph (10) ........................................׃ פֶֶֽ

ל   עַ אַל־טַֹּ֧ בָֹ֗ י בַגִלְׁ   ,no dewLet there be (11) "O mountains of Gilboa .............................................................. הָרִֵ֣

ם   ר עֲלֵיכֶֹ֖ אַל־מָטָָ֛  ,nor let there be rain upon you (12) ........................................................................................ וְׁ

ת   רומֵֹּ֑ י תְׁ דִֵ֣  .Nor let there be fields of offerings (13) ........................................................................................ ושְׁ

ם   י שִָ֤ ים כִִ֣ עַל  מָגִֵֶּֽ֣ן גִבוֹרִֵ֔  !For the shield of the mighty is cast away there (14) ................................................ נִגְׁ

מֶן  יחַ בַשֶָֽ י מָשִֵ֥ לִֹ֖ ול בְׁ  .The shield of Saul, not anointed with oil (15) ................................................ ׃מָגִֵֶּֽ֣ן שָאֵ֔

א   ֵֹ֥ ן ל וֹנָתֵָ֔ הִ֣ שֶת יְׁ ים קֶַ֚ לֶב  גִבוֹרִֵ֔ ים מֵחֵ  ם חֲלָלִָ֗ וֹר מִדִַ֣ וֹג אָחֵּ֑   ....................................................................... נָשֹ֖

 ................... (16) From the blood of the slain, From the fat of the mighty, The bow of Jonathan did not turn back, 
ם  וב רֵיָקֶָֽ א תָשֹ֖ ֵֹ֥ ול ל רֶב שָאֵ֔ חִֶ֣  .And the sword of Saul did not return empty (17) .......................................... ׃וְׁ

הַנְׁ   ים וְׁ ן הַנֶאֱהָבִִ֤ ול וִיהוֹנָתָָ֗ ם שָאִ֣ חַיֵיהֵֶ֔   ..............................................................................................   עִימִם  בְׁ

 .......................................................................... (18)  "Saul and Jonathan were beloved and pleasant in their lives, 
דו  רֵָּ֑ א נִפְׁ ִֹ֣ ם ל מוֹתָֹ֖  ;And in their death they were not divided (19) ..................................................................... ובְׁ

לו   ים קֵַ֔ שָרִִ֣  ,They were swifter than eagles (20) ................................................................................................ מִנְׁ

וֹת    רומֵאֲרָיֹ֖  .They were stronger than lions (21) ............................................................................................. ׃ גָבֵֶֽ

ינָה   כֵֶּ֑ ול בְׁ ל אֶל־שָאֹ֖ רָאֵֵ֔ נוֹת  יִשְׁ  ,O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul" (22) ................................................. בְׁ

ים       ם שָנִי  עִם־עֲדָנִֵ֔ כִֶ֤ שְׁ בִֶֽ  ;Who clothed you in scarlet, with luxury (23)63 ........................................... הַמַלְׁ

ן׃        כֶֶֽ בושְׁ ל לְׁ ב עַֹ֖ י זָהֵָ֔ מַעֲלֶה  עֲדִִ֣  .Who put ornaments of gold on your apparel (24) .................................. הֶַֽ

ה   חָמֵָּ֑ וֹךְ הַמִלְׁ תֹ֖ ים בְׁ ו גִברִֵֹ֔ לִ֣ יךְ נָפְׁ  !How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle" (25) .................... אֵַ֚

ל׃   יך חָלֶָֽ ן עַל־בָמוֹתֶֹ֖ וֹנָתֵָ֔ הִ֣  .Jonathan was slain in your high places (26) ........................................................... יְׁ

 

62 See f. n. 53 above. 

63 Lines (23) and (24) are participle phrases that remotely modify the word Saul in the sentence of line (22), 

and so are not sentences here. 
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ן   וֹנָתֵָ֔ הִ֣ יך אָחִי  יְׁ י עָלֶָ֗  ;I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan (27) .................................................... צַר־לִִ֣

ד  אֵֹּ֑ י מְׁ תָ לִֹ֖ מְׁ  ;You have been very pleasant to me (28) .................................................................................... נָעֵַ֥

י  ך  לִֵ֔ תְׁ תָה אַהֲבֶָֽ אִַ֤ לְׁ  ,Your love to me was wonderful (29) ...............................................................................נִפְׁ

ים׃   ת נָשִֶֽ  .Surpassing the love of women (30) ........................................................................................... מֵאַהֲבַֹ֖

ים   ו גִבוֹרִֵ֔ לִ֣ יךְ נָפְׁ  ,How the mighty have fallen" (31) .......................................................................................... אֵַ֚

ה  חָמֶָֽ י מִלְׁ לֵֵ֥ ו כְׁ דֹ֖  "!And the weapons of war perished (32) ......................................................................... ׃ וַיאֹבְׁ

(2 Sam. 1:17-27) 

20.4.10 Predictive Poetry Type 

 Predictive poetry contains prophetic literature written in poetry as distinguished from 

prose. This literature type occurs primarily in the prophetical books and in other poems scattered 

throughout the other books. Table 20.17 provides the frequency distribution of the various sentence 

types in this type of literature in the Hebrew Bible. Verbless sentences (type Ve) account for 21.2% 

of the text, followed by imperfect aspect sentences (types Vi0 and Vi1) accounting for another 

33.0%, while perfect aspect sentences (types Vp0 and Vp1) account for another 22.9%. These five 

sentence types, along with high imperative density (7.8%) and a high juxtaposition density 

(18.6%), may be regarded as characteristic of this literature type. Interestingly, Waw consecutive 

with imperfect (type Viw, 4.1%) and Waw consecutive with perfect (type Vpw, 8.8%) contribute 

little, leaving only 10% for the other sentence types. Like that of expository prose, the literary 

structure of predictive poetry seems to have no definable syntactic structure, but the structure of 

each narrative differs according the semantic affinities of its content. 

 

Total Number of Words = 53,109 

Total number of Verses = 2,932 

Total number of speech words = 482 

Total number of imperatives = 845 

Total number of juxtapositions = 2,015 

Average words per verse = 18.1 

Average words per sentence =  4.90 

Average sentences per verse = 3.82 

Speech word density = 4.45% 

Imperative density = 7.79% 

Juxtaposition density = 18.61% 
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Table 20.17 

Frequency Distribution of Sentence Types 

for Predictive Poetry 

Type Number %   Type Number % 

Ve 2,297 21.215   Vdn0 50 0.462 

Vi0 1,880 17.364   Cp0 47 0.434 

Vi1 1,693 15.637   Cn1 32 0.296 

Vp0 1,271 11.739   Ci0 29 0.268 

Vp1 1,214 11.213   Cy0 5 0.046 

Vpw 961 8.876   Vdpw 4 0.037 

Viw 443 4.092   Vdi0 4 0.037 

Vde0 295 2.725   Vdqc0 3 0.028 

Cpw 172 1.589   Vdiw 2 0.018 

Vde1 138 1.275   Vdqc1 2 0.018 

Cn0 91 0.840   Vdn1 1 0.009 

Ci1 82 0.757   Cy1 1 0.009 

Ciw 54 0.499   Vdp1 1 0.009 

Cp1 54 0.499   Vdy0 1 0.009 

Count = 28     Total = 10,827   

wayyqtl Waw consecutive with imperfect (Viw) 

Verbless sentence (Ve) 

qtl perfect form of verb (Vp0 or Vp1) 

yqtl imperfect form of verb (Vi0 or Vi1) 

weqtl Waw consecutive with perfect (Vpw) 

qotel durative aspect (Vde0 or Vde1) 

י  טֶר מִגִֵֶּֽ֣זַע יִשֵָּ֑ א חֹֹ֖ יָצֵָ֥  ,There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse (1) ................................................. וְׁ

ה   רֶֶֽ יו יִפְׁ נֵֹ֖צֶר מִשָרָשֵָ֥  .And a Branch shall grow out of his roots (2) .................................................................. ׃ וְׁ

הוֵָּ֑ה   וחַ יְׁ יו רִ֣ ה עָלָֹ֖ נָחֵָ֥  ,The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him (3) ............................................................. וְׁ

ה        ה ובִינָָ֗ מִָ֣ וחַ חָכְׁ  ,The Spirit of wisdom and understanding (4)64 .............................................................. רֹּ֧

ה        בורֵָ֔ וחַ עֵצָה  וגְׁ  ,The Spirit of counsel and might (5) ............................................................................... רִ֤

ה׃        הוֶָֽ ת יְׁ אֵַ֥ יִרְׁ עַת וְׁ וחַ דַֹ֖  .The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD (6) .................................. רֵ֥

הוֵָּ֑ה   ת יְׁ אִַ֣ יִרְׁ וֹ בְׁ   in the fear of the LORD,is (7) His delight ....................................................................... וַהֲרִיחֹ֖

 

64 Lines (4), (5), and (6) are noun phrases modifying the phrase “the Spirit of the LORD” of line (3) and so 

are not sentences here. 
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וֹט  פֵ֔ ה עֵינָיו  יִשְׁ אִֵ֤ מַרְׁ א־לְׁ ֶֹֽ ל  ,And He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes (8) .............................................. וְׁ

יחַ   יו יוֹכִֶֽ נָֹ֖ ע אָזְׁ מֵַ֥ מִשְׁ א־לְׁ ֶֹֽ ל  ;Nor decide by the hearing of His ears (9) .............................................................. ׃וְׁ

ים   דֶק  דַלִֵ֔ צֶ  ט בְׁ שָפִַ֤  ,But with righteousness He shall judge the poor (10) ........................................................... וְׁ

רֶץ  וֵי־אֵָּ֑ עַנְׁ וֹר לְׁ מִישֹ֖ יחַ בְׁ הוֹכִֵ֥  ;And decide with equity for the meek of the earth (11) ...................................... וְׁ

יו   בֶט פִֵ֔ שִֵ֣ רֶץ  בְׁ כָה־אֶ  הִֶֽ  ,He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth (12) ............................................. וְׁ

ע  ית רָשֶָֽ יו יָמִֵ֥ פָתָֹ֖ וחַ שְׁ רֵ֥  .And with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked (13) ............................. ׃ובְׁ

נֵָּ֑יו   וֹר מָתְׁ דֶק אֵזִ֣ יָה צֶֹ֖ הֵָ֥  ,Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins (14) .......................................................... וְׁ

יו׃   וֹר חֲלָצֶָֽ הָאֱמונָֹ֖ה אֵזֵ֥  .And faithfulness the belt of His waist (15) .................................................................. וְׁ

בֶש   אֵב  עִם־כֵֶ֔ גִָ֤ר זְׁ  ll dwell with the lamb,(16) "The wolf also sha ...................................................................... וְׁ

ץ  בֵָּ֑ י יִרְׁ דִִ֣ ר עִם־גְׁ נָמֵֹ֖  ,The leopard shall lie down with the young goat (17) ......................................................... וְׁ

ו   דֵָ֔ רִיא  יַחְׁ יר ומְׁ פִִ֤ גֶל וכְׁ עֵ   ;The calf and the young lion and the fatling together (18) ........................................ וְׁ

ם   ג בֶָֽ ן נֹהֵֵ֥ עַר קָטֹֹ֖ נֵַ֥  .And a little child shall lead them (19) ................................................................................ ׃ וְׁ

ינָה   עֵֶ֔ ה וָדבֹ  תִרְׁ  ;The cow and the bear shall graze (20) ................................................................................. ופָרִָ֤

ן   דֵיהֵֶּ֑ ו יַלְׁ צִ֣ בְׁ ו יִרְׁ דָֹ֖  ;Their young ones shall lie down together (21) ................................................................... יַחְׁ

בֶן  אכַל־תֶֶֽ ֶֹֽ ר י יֵֹ֖ה כַבָָקֵָ֥ אַרְׁ  .And the lion shall eat straw like the ox (22) ........................................................... ׃ וְׁ

תֶן   ר פֵָּ֑ ִ֣ ע יוֹנֵֹ֖ק עַל־חֻׁ עֲשֵַ֥ שִֶֽ  The nursing child shall play by the cobra's hole, (23) .............................................. וְׁ

ה   וֹ הָדֶָֽ ול יָדֵ֥ י גָמֹ֖ עוֹנִֵ֔ ת צִפְׁ אורִַ֣ עַל  מְׁ  .And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper's den (24).......... ׃ וְׁ

עו    א־יָרֵֵ֥ ֶֹֽ  They shall not hurt (25) .......................................................................................................................... ל

י  שִֵּ֑ ר קָדְׁ כָל־הִַ֣ יתו בְׁ חִֹ֖ א־יַשְׁ ֶֹֽ ל  ,nor destroy in all My holy mountain (26) ......................................................... וְׁ

ה   הוֵָ֔ רֶץ דֵעָה  אֶת־יְׁ ה הָאָָ֗ אִָ֣ י־מָלְׁ  For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD (27) .................. כִֶֽ

ים   כַסִֶֽ יִם לַיֵָ֥ם מְׁ  .As the waters cover the sea  (28) ........................................................................................ ׃ כַמַֹ֖

 (Isa. 11:1-9) 

20.5 Summary 

20.5.1.The Ten Principal Literary Types of Discourse: 

(1) historical  

(2) descriptive details 

(3) descriptive lists 

(4) procedural  

(5) instructional  
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(6) juridical  

(7) predictive prose 

(8) expository prose 

(9) expository poetry 

(10) predictive poetry 

20.5 2 The 31 Principal Types of Sentence Structure: 

(1) Cp0—hyh   = copulative, perfect, initial 

(2) Cp1—X hyh  = copulative, perfect, non-initial65 

(3) Cpw—wehyh  = copulative, perfect, Waw consecutive 

(4) Ci0—yhyh   = copulative, imperfect, initial 

(5) Ci1—X yhyh  = copulative, imperfect, non-initial 

(6) Ciw—wayyhyh  = copulative, imperfect, Waw consecutive 

(7) Cy0— יֵש    = copulative, durative, initial (§ 4.3.7; 11.5.2) 

(8) Cy1—X  יֵש  = copulative, durative, non-initial 

(9) Cn0— אֵין    = negative copulative, durative, initial (§ 11.5.2) 

(10) Cn1—X  אֵין = negative copulative, durative, non-initial 

(11) Ve—X  = verbless sentence 

(12) Vp0—qtl (X) = verbal, perfect, initial 

(13) Vp1—X qtl  = verbal, perfect, non-initial 

(14) Vpw—weqtl = verbal, perfect, Waw consecutive 

(15) Vi0—yqtl (X) = verbal, imperfect, initial 

(16) Vi1—X yqtl = verbal, imperfect, non-initial 

(17) Viw—wayyqtl = verbal, imperfect, Waw consecutive 

(18) Vdp0—hyh (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, initial 

(19) Vdp1—X hyh (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, non-initial 

(20) Vdpw—wehyh (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, Waw consecutive 

(21) Vdi0—yhyh (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, initial 

(22) Vdi1—X yhyh (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, non-initial 

(23) Vdiw—wayyhyh (X) qotel = verbal, durative, Waw consecutive 

 

65 In this sentence structure and the others, the X stands for one or more non-verbal words or phrases. When 

enclosed in parentheses, X is optional. X does not include negatives and infinitives absolute, which are regarded as 

part of the verb phrase. 
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(24) Vdy0— יֵש   (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, initial 

(25) Vdy1—X יֵש (X) qotel  = verbal, durative, non-initial 

(26) Vdn0— אֵין   (X) qotel  = negative verbal, durative, initial 

(27) Vdn1—X אֵין (X) qotel  = negative verbal, durative, non-initial 

(28) Vde0—qotel   = verbal, durative, initial, no auxiliary 

(29) Vde1—X qotel   = verbal, durative, non-initial, no auxiliary 

(30) Vdqc0—qotel (X) Cop  = verbal, durative, initial, post-auxiliary 

(31) Vdqc1—X qotel (X) Cop = verbal, durative, non-initial, post-auxiliary 

20.5.3 Distribution of Significant Sentence Types 

 Table 20.18 lists the distribution of the significant sentence types according to their asso-

ciated literature types. For each literature type the significant sentence types are highlighted in 

yellow. The statistics indicate that there is no significant difference between the use of initial and 

non-initial verbs with perfect and imperfect forms, that is, between types Vp0 and Vp1, and be-

tween types Vi0 and Vi1. The difference has to do with the presence or absence of marked prom-

inence within the sentences themselves and has nothing to do with distinguishing literary types. In 

addition, the procedural and instructive types are essentially the same, as well as the case of the 

juridical and predictive prose types. 

 In addition to sentence types, a few other features contribute to the distinction of literary 

types. These characteristics include sentence length, speech sentence density, imperative density, 

and juxtaposition density. These qualities tend to be in the domain of semantic features. Other 

semantic traits may also contribute to the identity of literary types, such as subordinate conjunction 

density, conditional conjunction density, and the density of apocopated verbal forms, but these 

features have yet to be studied. 
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Table 20.18 

Distribution of Significant Sentence Types 

by Literature Type 
 

Type Hist. 

Disc. 

 Detail 

Disc.  

List Proced. Instru. Juridical 

Pred.  

Prose 

Exp.  

Prose 

Exp.  

Poetry 

Pred.  

Poetry 

Ve 24.6 56.1 70.0 35.1 37.3 28.3 24.9 30.8 21.1 21.3 

Vp0 10.6 4.8 3.0 4.3 3.8 7.8 10.9 20.2 11.0 11.9 

Vp1 10.3 5.4 6.6 2.3 1.4 2.2 9.4 7.8 9.6 11.0 

Vpw 3.5 2.6 2 23.6 27.1 18.1 15.1 10.6 1.8 8.9 

Vi0 10.3 1.6 0.82 10.2 8.1 17.1 10.5 9.8 22.9 17.3 

Vi1 4.8 2.9 1.4 13.5 10.0 13.2 10.3 4.9 19.1 15.5 

Viw 31.2 19.5 10.5 3.7 2.1 3.2 9.0 11.2 5.3 4.0 

Av. Wds 5.5 6.9 5.6 6.7 6.4 5.9 5.6 5.4 4.5 4.9 

Sp. Den. 8.1 0.15 0.39 1.6 0.51 1.6 7.8 1.2 2.1 4.3 

Imp. Den. 5.2 0.3 0.3 2.0 2.1 1.2 4.6 2.4 8.8 7.6 

Jux. Den. 8.2 2.8 0.92 7.0 4.4 8.2 8.3 3.9 18.2 18.3 

 This chapter discusses the principal literary types of discourse, the frequency distribution 

of the various verbal forms, mapping of the levels of sentence dependency, and how the different 

types of sentence structure interrelate in discourse. Expositors should be aware of the information 

these structures convey. Chapter 21 discusses the principles of discourse analysis. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 21 

The Analysis of Hebrew Discourse  

 Chapters 14 through 17 discuss the syntactic analysis of the various kinds of Hebrew 

phrases. Chapter 18 discusses the syntactic-semantic analysis of Hebrew sentences. Chapter 20 

discusses various types of discourse, the different kinds of sentence structures, how they relate to 

conjunctions and the story line, and how to map the depth of dependency. This chapter moves into 

the domain of discourse analysis, tracing the flow of thought with all its intricacies. At this stage 

of the analysis of a discourse, all its words, phrases, and sentences have been previously analyzed, 

with all its derived information at hand for the expositor. 

Discourse analysis consists of identifying the entities of a discourse, and what the text says 

about how the interrelationships of their categories, characteristics, capabilities, and actions vary 

within some space-time environment. The expositor identifies the persons, places, and things of 

the discourse. He maps the changing prominence of these participants and props as the text moves 

forward. He maps the flow of thought along the story line, charting the supporting information in 

the subsidiary sidetracks, and taking note of the mutual discourse affinities among sentences and 

clusters of sentences. He plots the development of the argument from premise to conclusion.  

Discourse analysis involves unearthing the structure of the semantic and logical organiza-

tion of the information of the text at the discourse level—the natural outline of the passage. This 

is accomplished by executing a few ordered analysis rules based on grouping according to dis-

course affinity. That analysis procedure is the subject of this chapter. 

21.1 The Role of Prominence in Discourse 

 Every constituent in a sentence has one of three possible levels of prominence: (1) primary, 

(2) secondary, or (3) background. By default, the subject of a sentence has primary prominence,1 

with secondary prominence going to the complement of the verb. The other constituents are in the 

background. But primary prominence may have been granted to another constituent for rhetorical 

 

1 Primary prominence belongs to the first slot of the sentence which the subject normally occupies unless 

displaced by some prominence transformation. One significant exception is the use of Waw consecutive where the 

syntactic idiom demands the verb in first position. 
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purposes or syntactical reasons. At the discourse level, a sentence or cluster of sentences may be 

granted position prominence for rhetorical reasons, that is, the sentence preempts or else follows 

what would be its normally expected place in the sequence. Prominence contributes to the infor-

mation contained in the discourse. 

21.2 Discourse Affinity 

 As in the case of the constituents of sentences, the sentences of a discourse have mutual 

affinity. Discourse affinity may be regarded as a linguistic force that holds the elements of a dis-

course together logically and semantically. It is like gravity that holds the planets in orbit around 

the sun, the moon around the earth, and solar systems together in a galaxy. It is like the forces of 

chemistry that hold the particles of an atom together, and hold atoms together in molecules. But 

unlike the forces of nature which can be measured, discourse affinity can only be estimated. A 

number of discourse characteristics contribute to the mutual affinities of its sentences: (1) position 

affinity, (2) semantic affinity, and (3) conjunctive affinity. These three forces each contribute to 

the mutual discourse affinity among sentences. 

21.2.1 Position Affinity 

 Obviously, the closer sentences are in a sequence the greater the position affinity, and ad-

jacent sentences have the greatest, apart from some vetoing influences. But it is not so self-evident 

that clusters of sentences also have similar affinity, which also contributes to the analysis. Contig-

uous sentences and clusters of sentences have discourse affinity, apart from some veto factor. 

21.2.2 Semantic Affinity 

 The greater the number of linguistic features two sentences share, the greater their mutual 

semantic affinity. The following is a list of common features that contribute to the mutual semantic 

affinity of sentences:  

(1) common participants and props; 

(2) common time frame; 

(3) common place; 

(4) common tense, mood, mode, and negation; 

(5) common theme. 

21.2.3 Conjunctive Affinity 

 Obviously adjacent sentences linked by a conjunction have conjunctive affinity, apart from 

some vetoing factor. But not only are adjacent sentences linked by conjunctions, contiguous clus-

ters of clauses are likewise linked, and so also clusters of clusters. So it is important to know 
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whether a conjunction links sentences or clusters. Weak semantic affinity between adjacent sen-

tences marks a break between clusters; the intervening conjunction links clusters not sentences. 

Adjacent sentences and clusters of sentences must be in semantic agreement with the relationship 

expressed by their linking conjunction or else discourse affinity is vetoed. 

21.3 Conjunctions as Discourse Markers 

 Conjunctions are one of the keys to the structure of discourse (§ 9.0). They link sentences 

and clusters of sentences, identifying the logical and sequential relationships among sentences and 

clusters. One may assume that a conjunction exists before every sentence and every cluster of 

sentences, linking the sentence or cluster to the preceding elements of the discourse. In the case of 

asyndeton, a conjunction was omitted because its conjunctive sense is inferred and anticipated by 

semantic context; it is safe and proper to restore omitted conjunctions in the analysis of discourse 

structure.  

 In addition to sentence types (discussed in § 20.3) and the conjunctions that join them, the 

semantic content of the sentences also influences how sentences are arranged hierarchically in 

sequential clusters and sequences of clusters. Four prominent semantic factors tend to optimize in 

the flow of thought: time, place, participant-prop, and theme. Other factors that also contribute to 

marking discourse hierarchy are: tense, mood, mode, negation, and sentence role. Sentences are 

usually clustered so that they have more of these factors in common with one another than they 

have with distant sentences (or clusters). The clustering of clusters follows the same tendency 

except that the ranges of the factors become broader. The result is that the clusters at the lowest 

hierarchical level have the strongest affinity on these factors. Consequently, the analysis of dis-

course should begin at the lowest hierarchic level and work through successively higher levels.  

21.4 Grouping Principles 

 Seven ordered principles govern the grouping of the sentences and clusters of sentences 

into semantic clusters: (1) the unpacking principle, (2) the principle of greatest discourse affinity, 

(3) the principle of conjunctive compatibility, (4) the principle of completeness, (5) the principle 

of conjunctive priority, (6) the principle of acquired semantic affinity, and (7) the principle of 

iteration. 

21.4.1 Unpacking 

 A noun phrase may be modified by a dependent relative pronoun clause (or equivalent) in 

which case the clause has become embedded in the sentence in which the phrase is a constituent. 

At the discourse level of analysis it may be helpful to unpack the embedded dependent clauses, 
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making them dependent instead on the sentence in which the phrase it modifies is a constituent. 

This is particularly helpful when the relative pronoun clause is compound, that is, it consists of 

multiple coordinate clauses or even a more complex cluster. When unpacking is appropriate, the 

following steps should be followed:  

 (1) Replace the relative pronoun (or equivalent) with a subordinating conjunction that ex-

presses the dependent relationship the clauses have with the associated phrase. 

 (2) In the modifier slot occupied by the dependent clauses, without altering the meaning of 

the text, insert a terse substitute that encapsules the equivalent meaning of the dependent clauses. 

The following example taken from Psalm 1:1-2 illustrates unpacking. Here sentences 2 through 6 

are dependent on the word man in sentence 1 by means of the relative pronoun . They list five 

characteristics of the man who is blessed, which characteristics may be encapsulated in the term 

godliness. So the blessed man may be referred to as a godly man because of the description given 

in the five dependent clauses. 

 (1)    Blessed is the man  

    who

(2)      does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, 

   and

(3)      does not stand in the path of sinners, 

   and  

(4)       does not sit in the seat of the scornful;

    but

(5)       his delight is in the law of the LORD,

   and

(6)             in His law he meditates day and night.

 Consequently, the relative pronoun may be replaced by the cause-reason subordinating 

conjunction because (step 1) and the term godly may be substituted in the modifier slot (step 2), 

thus unpacking the dependent clauses without altering the meaning. Being mindful that at the sen-

tence level of analysis elided information has already been restored, the unpacked structure is as 

follows: 
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 (1)    The godly man is blessed  

    because

(2)      the man does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, 

   and

(3)      the man does not stand in the path of sinners, 

   and  

(4)       the man does not sit in the seat of the scornful;

    but

(5)       the man’s delight is in the law of the LORD,

   and

(6)            the man meditates in the law of the LORD day and night.

21.4.2 Greatest Discourse Affinity 

 Sentences and clusters of sentences having the greatest mutual discourse affinity should be 

grouped first. This assures that clusters at the deepest discourse dependency are assembled first. 

In the above list of clauses it is noted that clauses 2, 3, and 4 share common participants (the godly 

and the ungodly), and common theme (contrasting moral character and negative contrasting of 

behavior). These common features indicate a strong semantic affinity between the clauses. On the 

other hand, clauses 5 and 6 have their own affinity differing from that of clauses 1 to 3: common 

participants and props (the godly person, the LORD, and His Law), and a common theme (delight-

ful meditation). On the basis of mutual affinity the clauses may be clustered into the following two 

groups: 

(1)    The godly man is blessed  

    because

(2)       the man does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, 

   and

(3)       the man does not stand in the path of sinners, 

   and  

(4)        the man does not sit in the seat of the scornful;

    but

(5)        the man’s delight is in the law of the LORD,

   and

(6)            the man meditates in the law of the LORD day and night.

21.4.3 Conjunctive Compatibility 

 Sentences and clusters of sentences in a potential cluster must be semantically compatible 

with their linking conjunction. The conjunctions within a potential cluster must be the same kind; 

that is, a cluster cannot have both coordinating and subordinating conjunctions between its sen-

tences or clusters, nor can it have both conjunctive and disjunctives, etc.  
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21.4.4 Completeness 

 All the members of a potential cluster must be in a contiguous sequence before marking 

them as an actual cluster. The presence of an intervening alien sentence or cluster is evidence of 

premature clustering. The intervening alien should first be grouped into its own cluster. 

21.4.5 Conjunctive Priority 

 Ordinarily, under equally probable clustering options, a potential cluster with a subordinat-

ing conjunction should be grouped before an equally potential cluster with coordinating conjunc-

tions. But the protasis and apodosis of the potential cluster must both be complete before marking 

them as an actual cluster. 

21.4.6 Acquired Semantic Affinity 

 A newly grouped cluster acquires the accumulated semantic affinity of its members as de-

termined by its interrelationship with its immediate neighboring discourse environment. 

21.4.7 Iteration 

 When a cluster is correctly identified and marked, the procedure repeats through the above 

steps marking new clusters until the entire discourse is identified as a single cluster. 

21.5 Natural Outline 

The natural outline of a discourse is theoretically the outline in the mind of the original 

author when he wrote it. It is unearthed as part of the analysis procedure by creating a summarizing 

heading for each analytical cluster together with noting its dependency depth. The outline is as-

sembled at the end of the analysis procedure. 

21.5.1 Outline Headings 

 The headings of the natural outline of the discourse are created for each cluster in the anal-

ysis. It is written in the language of the expositor as a summary of the semantic and logical content 

of the cluster it heads. The following are some characteristics of a good heading: 

(1) A heading should be a complete sentence. 

(2) A heading should be terse, free of all non-contributing expressions. 

(3) A heading should contain the prominent participants and props of the associated cluster, 

particularly, those of the next lower headings of the cluster. 

(4) A heading should summarize what is stated about the prominent participants of the 

cluster in explicit terms, avoiding being overly general. 

(5) A heading should not be a theological or homiletical statement unless such terms come 

from the text of the cluster it heads. 
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(6) Sometimes a sentence in the text may qualify as a heading; in that case it merely needs 

to be condensed. 

21.5.2 Assembling the Outline 

 After the analysis procedure is completed, the headings of the outline are assembled in 

hierarchical order according to their dependencies in the analytical diagram. 

21.6 Analysis Illustrated 

A discourse may be primarily (1) historical, declaring what happened or how things were 

done; (2) descriptive, declaring who, what, how, or why things are the way they are; (3) procedural, 

declaring how to do something; (4) instructional, declaring how things are expected to be; (5) 

juridical, declaring how things must be; (6) predictive, declaring how things will be; (7) expository, 

explaining the meaning or intent of something.2 The following examples illustrate the analysis of 

the various types of discourse, each accompanied by a commentary on the analysis together with 

the associated natural outline. The Hebrew sentences are listed on individual numbered lines in the 

left column with their corresponding English translation in the right column, and with the conjunc-

tions in intervening lines. Clusters are bracketed together with a right-hand bracket }. Dependency 

depth is indicated by indention to the left, the greater the number of indentions, the greater the 

dependency depth. For the first illustration, a separate analysis diagram is presented for each iter-

ation cycle; but for subsequent illustrations, only the final diagram is provided. Sometimes com-

ments precede or follow the illustration. 

21.7 Historical Narrative (Job 42:7-9) 

 This passage is an episode of the final narrative portion of Job. It contains the LORD’s 

rebuke of Job’s three friends for misrepresenting Him, and the command for them to go to Job 

with sacrifices so that he may pray and make atonement for them. 

21.7.1 First Clustering Cycle 

(1) Sentences 1 and 2 form a new cluster (1-2), having strong mutual discourse affinity 

distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of common participants (The LORD and Job), 

expressing a common theme (Divine communication), and having complementary syntactic roles. 

Sentence 1 introduces the pericope, being the protasis (subsequent event) and sentence 2 the 

 

2 Only seven of the ten literary types of Chapter 20 are included here, because descriptive lists are uninter-

esting from the perspective of discourse analysis. In addition, the juridical and predictive prose types are essentially 

the same, as is the case for expository and predictive poetry. 
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apodosis (previous event), being in semantic agreement with the temporal conjunction  joining 

them: expressing the timeframe of reference for the story. 

 (2) Sentences 4 and 5 form a new cluster (4-5), having strong mutual discourse affinity 

distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of common participants (the LORD and the 

Job’s friends), expressing a common theme (wrath-misrepresentation), and having complementary 

syntactic roles. Sentence 5 is the protasis (result) and sentence 4 the apodosis (reason) of a result-

reason argument, being in semantic agreement with the result-reason conjunction   joining them: 

their misrepresentation of the LORD resulted in His wrath against them. Heading: The LORD was 

angry that Job’s friends misrepresented Him. 

(3) Sentences 6, 7, and 8 form a new cluster (6-8), having strong mutual discourse affinity 

distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of three parallel commands having common 

participants (Job, his friends, and sacrifices), common mood (imperative), common theme (expia-

tory sacrifices), a priest to mediate the sacrifices (Job), and coordinating conjunctions  joining 

them. Heading: Job’s friends must have Job offer sacrifices for them. 

(4) Sentences 9 and 10 form a new cluster (9-10), having strong mutual discourse affinity 

distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of common participants (the LORD, Job, and 

his friends), common tense (future), common theme (acceptance of prayer), and having comple-

mentary syntactic roles. Sentence 9 is the protasis (result) and sentence 10 the apodosis (reason) 

of a result-reason argument, being in semantic agreement with the result-reason conjunction   

joining them: the LORD will accept Job’s prayer. Heading: Job, the LORD’s accepted priest, will 

pray for his friends. 

(5) Sentences 11 and 12 form a new cluster (11-12), having strong mutual discourse affinity 

distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of common participants (the LORD, Job, and 

his friends), common tense (future), common theme (judgment for sin), and having complemen-

tary syntactic roles. Sentence 11 is the protasis (result) and sentence 12 the apodosis (reason) of a 

result-reason argument, being in semantic agreement with the result-reason conjunction   joining 

them: the LORD will judge Job’s friends. Heading: The LORD will judge Job’s friends for mis-

representing Him. 
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First Clustering Cycle 
 

(1)    And it happened,  

    after

(2)             the LORD had spoken . . .to Job,

     that
(3)            the LORD said to Eliphaz  

 []  [quote] 

(4)            “My wrath is aroused against you . .  

     for [result-reason] 

(5)         you have not spoken right of Me
        as My servant Job has.

    Therefore, [reason-result]
(6)         now take for yourselves seven bulls 

        and seven rams, 

     and 

(7)         go to My servant Job, 

     and
(8)        offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; 

    and

(9)           My servant Job will pray for you.

      For [result-reason]

(10)      I will accept him,

     lest [undesirable consequence] 

 (11)       I deal with your folly;

     because [result-reason] 

(12)         you have not spoken right of Me, 

          as My servant Job has.” 

    Then

(13)              Eliphaz the Temanite and . . . 

        and Zophar the Naamathite went

    and

(14)     they did

     just as [comparison]

(15)        the LORD commanded them;
    for [result-reason]

(16)           the LORD had accepted Job. 

 (6) Sentences 14 and 15 form a new cluster (14-15), having strong mutual discourse affin-

ity distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of common participants (the LORD and 

Job’s friends), common tense (past), common theme (judgment of sin), and having complementary 

syntactic roles. Sentence 14 is the protasis (object of comparison) and sentence 15 the apodosis 

(standard of comparison) of a comparative argument, being in semantic agreement with the 
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comparative conjunction  joining them: the LORD will judge Job’s friends. Heading: Job’s 

friends obeyed the LORD’s commands. 

Second Clustering Cycle 

(1)    And it happened,  

    after

(2)            the LORD had spoken . . .to Job,

     that
(3)            the LORD said to Eliphaz  

 [] [quote] 

(4)            “My wrath is aroused against you . .  

    for [result-reason] 

(5)         you have not spoken right of Me
       as My servant Job has.

    Therefore, [reason-result]
(6)         now take for yourselves seven bulls 

        and seven rams, 

    and 

(7)         go to My servant Job, 

     and
(8)        offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; 

   and

(9)            My servant Job will pray for you.

      For [result-reason]

(10)       I will accept him,

     lest [undesirable consequence] 

 (11)        I deal with your folly;

      because [result-reason] 

(12)           you have not spoken right of Me, 

          as My servant Job has.” 

    Then

(13)               Eliphaz the Temanite and . . . 

         and Zophar the Naamathite went

     and

(14)       they did

     just as [comparison]

(15)         the LORD commanded them;
    for [result-reason]

(16)           the LORD had accepted Job. 





Chapter 21 Analysis of Hebrew Discourse  

 

 

600 

 

21.7.2 Second Clustering Cycle 

(7) Cluster (9-10) and cluster (11-12) form a new cluster (9-12), having strong mutual dis-

course affinity distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of common participants (the 

LORD, Job, and his friends), common tense (future), common theme (avoiding judgment of sin), 

and having complementary syntactic roles. Cluster (9-10) is the protasis (necessary condition) and 

cluster (11-12) the apodosis (consequence) of a conditional argument, being in semantic agreement 

with the comparative conjunction   joining them: Job should pray for his friends to avoid 

their impending judgment. Heading: Job will pray that the LORD not judge his friends’ sins. 

(8) Sentence 13 and cluster (14-15) form a new cluster (13-15), having strong mutual dis-

course affinity distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of common participants (the 

LORD and Job’s friends), common tense (past), common theme (obedience of the LORD’s com-

mands), and having complementary syntactic roles. Sentence 13 and cluster (14-15) are in seman-

tic agreement with sequential coordinating conjunction   joining them: Job’s friends did what the 

LORD commanded. Heading: Job’s friends went to obey the LORD’s commands. 

21.7.3 Third Clustering Cycle 

(9) Cluster (6-8) and cluster (9-12) form a new cluster (6-12), having strong mutual dis-

course affinity distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of common participants (the 

LORD, Job, and his friends), common tense (future), common theme (sacrifice and prayer to avoid 

judgment), and having complementary syntactic roles. Cluster (6-8) and cluster (9-12) are in se-

mantic agreement with sequential coordinating conjunction   joining them. Heading: Job’s friends 

must have him make atonement for them. 

(10) Cluster (13-15) and sentence 16 form a new cluster (13-16), having strong mutual 

discourse affinity distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of common participants (the 

LORD, Job, and his friends), common tense (past), common theme (obedience to the LORD’s 

command), and having complementary syntactic roles. Cluster (13-15) and sentence 16 are in se-

mantic agreement with sequential coordinating conjunction  joining them. Heading: The friends 

obediently went to Job to get atonement. 
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Third Clustering Cycle 
 

(1)    And it happened,  

    after

(2)            the LORD had spoken . . .to Job,

     that
(3)            the LORD said to Eliphaz  

 [] [quote] 

(4)            “My wrath is aroused against you . .  

    for [result-reason] 

(5)         you have not spoken right of Me
       as My servant Job has.

    Therefore, [reason-result]
(6)          now take for yourselves seven bulls 

         and seven rams, 

     and 

(7)          go to My servant Job, 

      and
(8)         offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; 

    and

(9)             My servant Job will pray for you.

       For [result-reason]

(10)        I will accept him,

      lest [undesirable consequence] 

 (11)          I deal with your folly;

       because [result-reason] 

(12)            you have not spoken right of Me, 

            as My servant Job has.” 

    Then

(13)                Eliphaz the Temanite and . . . 

          and Zophar the Naamathite went

      and

(14)       they did

      just as [comparison]

(15)          the LORD commanded them;
     for [result-reason]

(16)            the LORD had accepted Job. 

21.7.4 Fourth Clustering Cycle 

(11) Cluster (4-5) and cluster (6-12) form a new cluster (4-12), having strong mutual dis-

course affinity distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of common participants (the 

LORD, Job, and his friends), common tense (past), common theme (the content of the LORD’s 

speech to Job’s friends), and having complementary syntactic roles. Cluster (4-5) is the protasis 
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(reason) of a reason-result argument and cluster (6-12) is the apodosis (result), in semantic agree-

ment with subordinating conjunction   joining them.  

Fourth Clustering Cycle 
 

(1)    And it happened,  

    after

(2)            the LORD had spoken . . .to Job,

     that
(3)            the LORD said to Eliphaz  

 []  [quote] 

(4)            “My wrath is aroused against you . .  

      for [result-reason] 

(5)          you have not spoken right of Me
        as My servant Job has.

     Therefore, [reason-result]
(6)           now take for yourselves seven bulls 

          and seven rams, 

      and 

(7)           go to My servant Job, 

       and
(8)          offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; 

     and

(9)              My servant Job will pray for you.

        For [result-reason]

(10)         I will accept him,

        lest [undesirable consequence] 

 (11)          I deal with your folly;

        because [result-reason] 

(12)            you have not spoken right of Me, 

           as My servant Job has.” 

    Then

(13)                Eliphaz the Temanite and . . . 

          and Zophar the Naamathite went

      and

(14)       they did

       just as [comparison]

(15)          the LORD commanded them;
     for [result-reason]

(16)            the LORD had accepted Job. 
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In this case, Waw conjunctive serves as a reason-result subordinating conjunction because the 

dependent relationship of the clusters is self-evident from their semantic content. Heading: Job’s 

friends must offer sacrifices to appease the LORD’s wrath. 

Fifth Clustering Cycle 
 

(1)    And it happened,  

    after

(2)            the LORD had spoken . . .to Job,

     that
(3)             the LORD said to Eliphaz  

 []   [quote] 

(4)             “My wrath is aroused against you . .  

      for [result-reason] 

(5)           you have not spoken right of Me
          as My servant Job has.

      Therefore, [reason-result]
(6)            now take for yourselves seven bulls 

           and seven rams, 

        and 

(7)            go to My servant Job, 

        and
(8)           offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; 

      and

(9)               My servant Job will pray for you.

         For [result-reason]

(10)          I will accept him,

         lest [undesirable consequence] 

 (11)           I deal with your folly;

         because [result-reason] 

(12)             you have not spoken right of Me, 

             as My servant Job has.” 

    Then

(13)                Eliphaz the Temanite and . . . 

          and Zophar the Naamathite went

      and

(14)       they did

       just as [comparison]

(15)          the LORD commanded them;

     for [result-reason]

(16)            the LORD had accepted Job. 
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21.7.5 Fifth Clustering Cycle 

(12) Sentence 3 and cluster (4-12) form a new cluster (3-12), having strong mutual dis-

course affinity distinct from what precedes and follows, consisting of common participants (the 

LORD, Job, and his friends), common tense (past), common theme (the content of the LORD’s 

speech to Job’s friends), and having complementary syntactic roles. Cluster (4-5) is the protasis 

(reason) of a reason-result argument and cluster (6-12) is the apodosis (result), in semantic agree-

ment with subordinating conjunction  joining them. In this case, Waw conjunctive serves as a 

reason-result subordinating conjunction because the dependent relationship of the clusters is self-

evident from their semantic content. Heading: The LORD commanded Job’s friends to offer sac-

rifices to appease His wrath.  

21.7.6 Commentary (Job 42:7-9) 

 This historical episode consists of a setting (cluster 1-2), a command (cluster 3-12), and 

the execution of the command (cluster 13-16) linked by Waw consecutives marking the story line. 

The cluster of sentences 1 and 2 sets the time frame of reference for this episode of the larger story, 

the overall setting having been established earlier in the text. Sentence 3 introduces a quotation of 

the LORD consisting of sentences 4 through 12; the quotation has its own literary form consisting 

of a list of commands accompanied by explanatory reasons why the commands should be carried 

out. Sentences 4 and 5 form a cluster, having common participants (the LORD and Job’s friends), 

expressing a common theme (wrath-misrepresentation), and having complementary roles. Sen-

tence 5 is the protasis [result] and sentence 4 the apodosis [reason] of a result-reason argument, 

being in semantic agreement with the result-reason conjunction   joining them: their misrepre-

sentation of the LORD resulted in His wrath against them. Sentences 4 through 12 form a cluster, 

having common participants (the LORD, Job, and Job’s friends), and a common theme (the ap-

peasement of the LORD’s wrath). Cluster (4-5) forms the compound protasis [the reason], and 

cluster (6-12) forms the compound apodosis [the result] of a reason-result argument, being in se-

mantic agreement with the reason-result conjunction  joining them:3 Job’s friends must offer sac-

rifices to appease the LORD’s wrath.  

 This large cluster (6-12) consists of two complementary sub-clusters that outline the be-

havior necessary to appease the LORD’s wrath. Cluster (6-8) consists of three parallel commands 

having common participants (Job’s friends), common mood (imperative), common theme (expia-

tory sacrifices), a priest to mediate the sacrifices (Job), and coordinating conjunctions   joining 

 

3 Waw conjunctive stands in place of the more explicit reason-result subordinating conjunction; this often 

happens when the anticipated conjunctive sense is evident from the context. 
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them. Cluster (9-12), consisting of two sub-clusters, provides the complementary closure to the 

quotation, having common participants (the LORD, Job, Job’s friends), a common theme (resultant 

appeasement). Sub-cluster (9-10) consists of the protasis [result], and sub-cluster (11-12) the apod-

osis [undesirable consequence] of a result-consequence argument, being in semantic agreement 

with the result-consequence conjunction   joining them: Job needs to pray for his friends in 

order to avoid the LORD’s chastening them. Sub-cluster (9-10) consists of sentence (9) the protasis 

[result] and sentence (10) the apodosis [reason] of a result-reason argument, being in semantic 

agreement with the result-reason conjunction   joining them: Job should pray for his friends 

because the LORD will accept his prayer. Sub-cluster (11-12) consists of sentence (11) the protasis 

[result], and sentence (12) the apodosis [reason] of a result-reason argument, being in semantic 

agreement with the result-reason conjunction    joining them: the LORD will otherwise chasten 

their folly because they have misrepresented Him. Sentence (12) repeats sentence (5) in order to 

bring closure to the quotation. 

 Cluster (13-16) forms the last event of the episode. It consists of two sub-clusters: (13-15) 

and sentence (16). Sub-cluster (13-15) forms the protasis [result] and sentence (16) the apodosis 

[reason] of a result-reason argument:4 Job’s friends offered the prescribed sacrifices because the 

LORD had accepted Job’s prayer for them. Sub-cluster (13-15) itself consists of two sub-clusters: 

sentence (13) and sub-cluster (14-15). The event of sentence (13) is followed by the event of sub-

cluster (14-15), as marked by the Waw consecutive joining them. Sub-cluster (14-15) compares 

the event of sentence (14) with the command of sentence (15), in semantic agreement with the 

comparative conjunction  joining them: the sacrifices were made as commanded. Sentence 

(16) repeats the thought of sentence (10), closing the episode with the importance of intercessory 

prayer by a person whose prayers the LORD accepts. 

 This example illustrates that Waw consecutive marks the story line in historical narrative, 

but that supplementary material may intervene. In addition, Waw consecutive may occur within a 

sub-cluster out of the main story line: see the Waw consecutive between sentences (13) and (14).

 By now it is evident that these commentaries are quite redundant. The redundancy is inten-

tional, being there to illustrate the thinking process of the analytical method. However, the com-

mentary worked from the highest to the lowest hierarchies; the analysis procedure works from the 

lowest to the highest. 

 

4 The Waw consecutive joining these clusters is understood as expressing logical rather than temporal se-

quence. 
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21.7.7 Natural Outline (Job 42:7-9) 

After Speaking with Job, the LORD Required Job’s Friends 
to Have Him Offer Sacrifices and Prayer for Them 

I. The LORD Commanded Job’s Friends to Offer Sacrifices to Appease His Wrath 

A. The LORD was angry that Job’s friends misrepresented Him 

1. My wrath is aroused against you and your two friends 

2. For you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has   

B. Therefore, Job’s friends must have him make atonement for them 

1. Job’s friends must have Job offer sacrifices for them 

a. Now take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams,  

b. And Job’s friends must go to Job to offer a sacrifice for themselves 

(1) Go to My servant Job,   

(2) And offer up for yourselves a burnt offering   

2. And Job will pray that the LORD not judge his friends’ sins 

a. Job, the LORD’s accepted priest, will pray for his friends 

(1) My servant Job shall pray for you.   

(2) For I will accept him,   

b. Lest The LORD judge Job’s friends for misrepresenting Him 

(1) I will deal with you according to your folly   

(2) Because you have not spoken of Me what is right,  

 as My servant Job has  

II. Then Job’s Friends Obediently Went to Job to Get Atonement 

A. Job’s friends went to Job to obey the LORD’s commands 

1. Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went  

2. And Job’s friends obeyed the LORD’s commands 

a. They did  

b. Just as the LORD commanded them;   

B. For the LORD had accepted Job.   

Explanatory notes about the above outline: 

(1) The first line initiated the pericope and was absorbed into the title. 

(2) The second line set the new time frame of reference and was also absorbed into the title. 

(3) The third line introduced the quotation and was absorbed into the first main heading. 

(4) The linking conjunctions were moved into the line they precede. 
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21.8 Descriptive Discourse (Psalm 1) 

 This psalm is descriptive narrative serving as an introduction to the Psalter. It describes the 

estate of the godly and the ungodly, explaining why godliness is superior to ungodliness. It consists 

of three progressively shorter strophes, each having its own set of participants and theme. 

21.8.1 First Clustering Cycle 

 Initially it is noted that sentences 2 through 6 are relative pronoun clauses dependent on 

the word man in sentence 1. These have been unpacked as previously described (§ 21.4.1). In 

addition, sentences 8 through 10 are relative pronoun clauses5 dependent on the word tree in sen-

tence 7. These clauses are also unpacked as three coordinate descriptions of the characteristics of 

the tree to which a godly man is likened: they refer to that which makes the tree fruitful. Also it is 

noted that this discourse has no temporal or spatial references: its message is universal. Sentences 

2 through 4 form a cluster, having common participants (the godly man and the ungodly), common 

negation, a common theme (avoidance of evil influences), and their semantic content also being 

consistent with the coordinating conjunction  joining them. Heading: the man avoids ungodly 

influences. 

 Sentences 5 and 6 form a cluster, having common participants (the godly man and the Law 

of the LORD), a common theme (love of God’s word), and their semantic content also being con-

sistent with the coordinating conjunction  joining them. Heading: the man loves the Law of the 

LORD. 

 Sentences 8 through 10 form a cluster, having a common participant (the tree), a common 

theme (the characteristics of fruitfulness), and their semantic content also being consistent with 

the coordinating conjunction  joining them.6 Heading: the tree is fruitful. 

 Sentences 12 and 13 form a cluster, having common participants (the ungodly) a common 

theme (unfavorable comparison), and their semantic content also being consistent with the adver-

sative coordinating conjunction   joining them.. Heading: The ungodly life is worthless. 

  

 

5 Sentence 8 is a dependent passive participle clause, which is equivalent to a relative pronoun clause, and is 

treated so in the unpacking procedure. Thus, the three clauses are in parallel and may be regarded as coordinate, so 

rendering as though it were and. 

6 Because sentences 8, 9, and 19 are unpacked relative pronoun clauses, the conjunction   between 8 and 

9 has been transformed to the equivalent of . 
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 (Psalm 1) 

(1)      The man is blessed 

      because [result-reason] 

(2)          the man does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, 

       and

(3)          the man does not stand in the path of sinners, 

       and  

(4)           the man does not sit in the seat of the scornful;

       but

(5)           the man’s delight is in the law of the LORD,

       and

(6)               the man meditates in law of the LORD day and night.

     And 

(7)        the godly man is like a tree  

 []   because [result-reason] 

(8)          the tree is planted by the rivers of water, 

      and

(9)          the tree brings forth its fruit in its season,

      and

(10)         the tree’s leaf does not wither;

     and

(11)         whatever the man does prospers.

 [ ]  [However] 

(12)       the ungodly are not so,

       but

(13)           the ungodly are like the chaff which the wind drives away. 

     Therefore [reason-result] 

(14)          the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, 

      nor

(15)           sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

    For [result-reason]

(16)           the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

    but

(17)        the way of the ungodly shall perish.

 Sentences 14 and 15 form a cluster, having common participants (the ungodly), a common 

theme (detrimental destiny), and their semantic content also being consistent with the coordinating 

conjunction   joining them. Heading: The destiny of the ungodly is disastrous. 

 Sentences 16 and 17 form a cluster, having a common topic (man’s way of life), a common 

theme (the LORD’s part in the godly way and the ungodly way), and their semantic content also 

being consistent with the coordinating conjunction   joining them. Heading: The LORD sover-

eignly knows the ways of men. 
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21.8.2 Second Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (2-4) and cluster (5-6) form a new cluster (2-6), having a common participant (the 

godly man), a common theme (the man’s godliness), and their individual themes also being con-

sistent with the adversative coordinating conjunction   joining them. Heading: The man’s 

character is godly. 

 Sentence 7 and cluster (8-10) form a new cluster (7-10), having a common participant (the 

tree), a common theme (characteristics that contribute to the tree’s fruitfulness), and their individ-

ual themes also being consistent with the subordinating conjunction  joining them. Heading: The 

godly man is like a fruitful tree. 

 Cluster (12-13) and cluster (14-15) form a new cluster (12-15), having common partici-

pants (the ungodly), a common theme (the present and future status of the ungodly), and their 

individual themes also being consistent with the reason-result subordinating conjunction   

joining them. The fruitless life of the ungodly will result in their disastrous destiny. Heading: Un-

godliness is detrimental. 

21.8.3 Third Clustering Cycle 

 Sentence 1 and cluster (2-6) form a new cluster (1-6), having a common participant (the 

man who is blessed), a common theme (the reason for his blessedness), and their individual themes 

also being consistent with the subordinating conjunction  (= because)7 joining them. The man 

is blessed because of his godly character. Heading: The godly man is blessed. 

21.8.4 Fourth Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (1-6), cluster (7-10), and sentence 11 form a new cluster (1-11), having a common 

participant (the godly man), a common theme (the benefits of godliness: blessing, fruitfulness, 

prospering), and their individual themes also being consistent with the coordinating conjunctions 

  joining them. Godliness has benefits. Heading: Godliness is beneficial. 

21.8.5 Fifth Clustering Cycle 

 What remains is three principal clusters which on the surface suggests that the final analysis 

consists of three independent propositions. However the principle of discourse affinity must deter-

mine that issue. In the first cluster (1-11) the prominent participant is the godly man, in the second 

(12-15) the prominent participants are the ungodly, and in the third (16-17) the prominent partici-

pants are the godly, the ungodly, and the LORD. So the third cluster has equal semantic affinity 

 

7 The conjunction was transformed due to unpacking relative pronoun sentences 2 through 6. 
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with both earlier clusters. So the first two clusters should be clustered together as a semantic an-

tithesis the explanation of which is found in the third. Therefore cluster (1-11) and cluster (12-15) 

form a new cluster (1-15), having a common theme (the contrasting benefits of godliness and un-

godliness), their individual themes being consistent with the disjunctive coordinating conjunction 

[ ] (= however) joining them.8 The benefits of godliness are superior to those of ungodliness. 

Heading: Godliness is superior to ungodliness. 

 Cluster (1-15) and cluster (16-17) form the last cluster, having common participants (the 

godly and the ungodly), a common theme (the reason for the contrasting benefits), and their indi-

vidual themes being consistent with the result-reason subordinating conjunction   joining them. 

The LORD’s sovereign knowledge of the ways of man is the reason godliness is superior to un-

godliness. Heading: The LORD ordained the superiority of godliness. 

21.8.6 Commentary (Psalm 1) 

 This psalm is descriptive narrative, being an explanation of why godliness is superior to 

ungodliness. It consists of three progressively shorter strophes, each having its own set of partici-

pants and theme. The first strophe, sub-cluster (1-11), describes the advantages of godliness; the 

second strophe, sub-cluster (12-15), in contrast to the first,9 describes the disadvantages of ungod-

liness; these two strophes form the first main cluster of the narrative. The third strophe, cluster 

(16-17), explains why the first two strophes are true, in semantic agreement with the result-reason 

conjunction joining them. The psalm has common participants (the godly, ungodly, and the 

LORD) and a common theme (the LORD’s predetermined purposes regarding godliness and un-

godliness). 

 The first strophe, cluster (1-11), consists of three progressively shorter parallel sub-clus-

ters: clusters (1-6), (7-10), and (11)—joined by coordinating conjunctions. Cluster (1-6) describes 

the person God blesses; cluster (7-10), likens that person to a fruitful tree; and cluster (11), de-

scribes his prosperity. The three parallel sentences in sub-cluster (7-10) have a common participant 

and prop (the godly person, a tree), and a common theme (fruitfulness), in semantic agreement 

with the coordinating conjunctions joining them. The third sub-cluster consists of only one sen-

tence (11) describing the prosperity of a godly person. 

 

8 This is an instance of juxtaposition (asyndeton) where the conjunctive relationship is clearly understood 

from the context, and so the conjunction is omitted. The analysis required such elided conjunctions to be restored. 

9 An adversative conjunction has been restored based on the contrasting semantic content of the clusters. 



Chapter 21 Analysis of Hebrew Discourse  

 

 

611 

 

 The structure of the second stanza, cluster (12-15), contrastingly parallels the first strophe 

in diminished details: sentence (12) describes the behavior of the ungodly: they are not like the 

godly; sentence (13) likens them to valueless chaff, and cluster (14-15) describes their ultimate 

failure. Cluster (12-15) consists of two sub-clusters, (12-13) and (14-15). Sub-cluster (12-13) is 

the compound protasis [reason] and sub-cluster (13-14) the compound apodosis [result] of a rea-

son-result argument, in semantic agreement with the reason-result conjunction joining them: their 

ungodly life will result in eternal destruction.  

 In the third strophe, sentences (16) and (17) have common participants (the godly, ungodly, 

and the LORD), and a common theme (predetermined success of godliness and failure of ungod-

liness). The sentences are parallel contrasting declarations joined by a disjunctive conjunction. 

They constitute the apodosis [reason] of the main result-reason argument of the discourse, in se-

mantic agreement with the result-reason conjunction joining it with the protasis (cluster 1-14): The 

LORD’s sovereign purposes predetermined the superiority of godliness over ungodliness. 
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21.8.7 Natural Outline (Psalm 1) 

The LORD Ordained the Superiority of Godliness (Psalm 1) 

I. Godliness is Superior to Ungodliness (1:1-5) 

A. Godliness is beneficial (1:1-3) 

1. The godly man is blessed (1:1-2) 

a. Blessed is the man (1:1) 

b. Because the man’s character is godly 

 (1) The man avoids ungodly influences 

  (a) The man does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly (1:1a) 

  (b) The man does not stand in the path of sinners (1:1b) 

  (c) The man does not sit in the seat of the scornful (1:1c) 

 (2) But the man loves the Law of the LORD. 

  (a) The man’s delight is in the law of the LORD (1:2a) 

  (b) The man meditates in the law of the LORD day and night (1:2b) 

2. The godly man is like a fruitful tree (1:3) 

a. The godly man is like a tree  

b. Because the tree is fruitful 

 (1) The tree is planted by the rivers of water (1:3a) 

 (2) The tree brings forth its fruit in its season (1:3b) 

 (3) The tree’s leaf does not wither; (1:3c) 

3. And whatever the godly man does shall prosper (1:3d) 

B. However ungodliness is detrimental 

 1. The ungodly life is worthless 

 a. The ungodly are not so (1:4a) 

 b. But the ungodly are like the chaff which the wind drives away  (1:4b) 

 2. Therefore the destiny of the ungodly is disastrous 

 a. The ungodly shall not stand in the judgment (1:5a) 

 b. Sinners shall not stand in the congregation of the righteous (1:5b) 

II. For the LORD Sovereignly Knows the Ways of Men (1:6) 

A. The LORD knows the way of the righteous (1:6a) 

B. But the way of the ungodly shall perish (1:6b) 
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21.9 Procedural Discourse (Exodus 25:23-30) 

 This passage is procedural discourse, setting forth the procedure for constructing the Table 

of Showbread. It consists of a sequence of instructions interspersed with appropriate details for 

some of the table’s parts. 

21.9.1 First Clustering Cycle 

In the beginning it is noted that time frame of reference is future with no general spatial frame of 

reference. Sentences 2, 3, and 4 form a cluster (2-4), having a common participant (the table of 

showbread), a common theme (the dimensions of the table), and their semantic content being con-

sistent with the coordinating conjunctions   joining them. Heading: The table has specifications.  

Sentences 9, 10, and 11 form a cluster (9-11), having common participants (the golden 

rings of the table), a common theme (the placement of the rings), and their semantic content being 

consistent with the coordinating conjunctions   joining them. The table shall have rings. 

Sentences 12 and 13 form a cluster (12-13), having common participants (the acacia poles), 

a common theme (overlaying the poles with gold), and their semantic content being consistent 

with the coordinating conjunction  joining them. One may be tempted to also include sentence 14 

in the cluster because it too has Waw conjunctive, but the theme of the sentence (purpose of the 

poles) differs from that of the others; thus the conjunction must be understood as a purpose-result 

subordinating conjunction. Heading: The poles have construction specifications. 

Sentences 15 and 16 form a cluster (15-16), having common participants (the utensils of 

the table), a common theme (their golden composition), and their semantic content being consistent 

with the coordinating conjunction  joining them. The table shall have serving utensils. 

21.9.2 Second Clustering Cycle 

Sentence 1 and cluster (2-4) and sentence 5 form a new cluster (1-5), having a common 

participant (the table), a common theme (construction details), and their semantic content being 

consistent with the elided but restored coordinating conjunction  joining them. The table shall be 

made to specifications. 
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(Exodus 25:23-30) 

(1)         And you shall also make a table . . . ;  

 [ ]  [and]  

(2)       two cubits shall be its length, 

     and 

(3)      a cubit shall be its width,

     and

(4)         a cubit and a half shall be its height.

    And

(5)         you shall overlay it with pure gold,

    and

(6)          you shall make a molding of gold all around.

    And

(7)         you shall make a frame for it . . . 

    and

(8)             you shall make a gold molding  . . . 

    And

(9)          you shall make for it four rings of gold,

      and
(10)           you shall put the rings on the four corners 

      that

           are at its four legs.

  [ ]   [And]

(11)            the rings shall be close to the frame,  

                  as holders for the poles to bear the table.

    And

(12)          you shall make the poles of acacia wood, 

      and 

(13)       you shall overlay them with gold, 

     that

(14)       the table may be carried with them. 

    And

(15)          you shall make its dishes, its pans,  

                its pitchers, and its bowls for pouring. 

     And

(16)         you shall make them of pure gold.

    And

(17)          you shall set the showbread on the table  

        before Me always. 

 

Cluster (12-13) and sentence 14 form a new cluster (12-14), having a common participant 

(the poles of the table), a common theme (the purpose of the poles), and their semantic content 
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being consistent with the purpose-result subordinating conjunction joining them. The purpose of 

poles will be for transporting the table. The table shall have transport poles. 

21.9.3 Third Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (1-5), sentences 6, 7, 8, cluster (9-11), cluster (12-14), cluster (15-16), and sentence 

17 form the final cluster—the story line—all being semantically consistent with the coordinating 

conjunctions   joining them. 

21.9.4 Commentary (Exodus 25:23-30) 

 This passage is procedural discourse, setting forth the procedure for constructing the Table 

of Showbread. It consists of twelve instructions linked by Waw consecutive, interspersed with 

sentence types (2), (4), and (5) providing supplementary details. This passage has no stage-setting 

introduction because it is one of a sequence of procedures for constructing items of furniture for 

the Tabernacle; the stage was set earlier in the text. The initial cluster (1-5) consists of the com-

mand to build the table, linked by an understood coordinating conjunction10 to a supplementary 

cluster (2-4) of three parallel sentences, having a common theme (the dimensions of the table) and 

a common role, linked by coordinating Waw conjunctives  . Four instructions follow that stipulate 

the construction of the table’s molding (6), its frame (7), and the molding of the frame (8).  

 Next follows cluster (9-11), having a common theme (the rings of the table); it begins with 

the command to make the rings (9) linked by Waw consecutive11 to a supplementary cluster (10-

12) specifying their location. The cluster begins with a directive (10) of type (7) for the placement 

of the rings, followed by additional supplementary detail (12), joined with (10) by an understood 

coordinating conjunction. Sentence (11) has an imbedded infinitive construct sentence that antic-

ipates the poles of the next directive. 

 Next follows cluster (12-14), having a common theme (the poles of the table); it begins 

with a sub-cluster of commands (12-13) linked by Waw consecutive, ordering the construction and 

overlay of the poles; this cluster forms the protasis [result], and sentence (14) the apodosis [reason] 

of a result-reason argument; the Waw consecutive joining them expresses logical, not temporal, 

sequence in this case: the purpose of the poles is for carrying the table.  

 

10 Waw conjunctive restores the elided conjunction. 

11 Note that the Waw consecutive here is not part of the story line, but it introduces supplementary material, 

the first of which mandates the placement of the rings. 



Chapter 21 Analysis of Hebrew Discourse  

 

 

616 

 

 Next follows cluster (15-17), having a common theme (the utensils of the table) containing 

two parallel instructions joined by a coordinating conjunction: the utensils are to be made of pure 

gold. The final directive of the discourse, sentence (17) brings closure to the passage, commanding 

the placement of the showbread on the table. 

21.9.5 Natural Outline (Exodus 25:23-30) 

Make the Table of Showbread 

I. You Shall Make a Table (25:23) 

 A. You shall also make a table of acacia wood (23a) 

 B. The table has specified dimensions 

  1. Two cubits shall be its length (23b)  

  2. A cubit shall be its width (23c) 

  3. And a cubit and a half shall be its height (23d) 

 C. And you shall overlay it with pure gold (24a)  

II. You Shall Make a Molding of Gold All Around (24b)  

III. You Shall Make For It a Frame of a Handbreadth All Around (25a) 

IV. You Shall Make a Gold Molding For the Frame All Around (25b)  

V. The Table Shall Have Rings. 

 A. You shall make for it four rings of gold (26a) 

 B. You shall put the rings on the four corners that are at its four legs (26b) 

 C. The rings shall be close to the frame, as holders for the poles to bear the table (27) 

VI. The Table Shall Have Transport Poles 

 A. The poles have construction specifications. 

  1. You shall make the poles of acacia wood (28a)  

  2. You shall overlay them with gold (28b)  

 B. That the table may be carried with them (28c) 

VII. The Table Shall Have Serving Utensils. 

 A. You shall make its dishes, its pans, its pitchers, and its bowls for pouring (29a) 

 B. You shall make them of pure gold (29b) 

VIII. You Shall Set the Showbread on the Table Before Me Always (30) 
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21.10 Instructional Discourse (Exodus 13:11-13) 

 In this passage Moses gave the Israelites instructions regarding the redemption of the 

firstborn. The first main cluster sets the time and space frames of reference for when the instruc-

tions are to be executed, and the next gives the necessary instructions. 

 (Exodus 13:11-13) 

    And

(1)   it shall be,

    when

(2)              the LORD brings you into the land of  the Canaanites,

      just as

(3)           He swore to you and your fathers,

     and

(4)       He has given it to you,

    then

(5)          you shall set apart to the LORD all that open the womb,

    and 

(6)            every firstborn that comes from an  animal of yours 

         the males shall be the LORD's.

     But

(7)         every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb;

      However

       if

(8)        you will not redeem it,

       then

(9)       you shall break its neck.

     And

(10)            all the firstborn of man among your sons  

   you shall redeem. 

21.10.1 First Clustering Cycle 

 Sentences 2 and 3 form a cluster (2-3), having common participants (the LORD and Israel), 

a common theme (fulfilling an oath), and their semantic content being consistent with the compar-

ative conjunction   that joins them. The future deed compares with its past sworn promise. 

Heading: The LORD shall have kept His promise. 

 Sentences 5 and 6 form a cluster (5-6), having common participants (firstborn men and 

animals), a common theme (being set apart to the LORD), and their semantic content being con-

sistent with the coordinating conjunction  that joins them. Firstborn men and domestic animals 

must be set apart to the LORD. Heading: All firstborn must be set apart to the LORD. 
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 Sentences 8 and 9 form a cluster (8-9), having common participants (Israelites and firstborn 

donkeys), a common theme (alternative to redemption), and their semantic content being con-

sistent with the conditional subordinating conjunctions  and   that join them. The donkey’s neck 

should be broken if it is not redeemed. Heading: Redemption of animals has an alternative. 

21.10.2 Second Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (2-3) and sentence 4 form a new cluster (2-4), having  common participants (the 

LORD, Israel, and the land), a common theme (actual possession of the land), and their semantic 

content being consistent with the coordinating conjunction  that joins them. Heading: Israel shall 

have received the Promised Land. 

 Sentence 7 and cluster (8-9) form a new cluster (7-9), having common participants (Israel-

ites and firstborn donkeys), a common theme (redemption and its alternative), and their semantic 

content being consistent with the coordinating conjunction  that joins them. Heading: Donkeys 

must be redeemed or killed. 

21.10.3 Third Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (7-9) and sentence 10 form a new cluster (7-10), having common participants 

(those set apart to the LORD), a common theme (redemption of the exceptions), and their semantic 

content being consistent with the coordinating conjunction  that joins them. Certain exceptions 

should be redeemed. Heading: Male Israelites and unclean animals should be redeemed. 

21.10.4 Fourth Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (5-6) and cluster (7-10) form a new cluster (5-10), having common participants 

(male Israelites and domestic animals), a common theme (being set apart to the LORD with some 

exceptions), and their semantic content being consistent with the disjunctive coordinating conjunc-

tion  that joins them. The conjunction is understood to be disjunctive because of the adverse se-

mantics of the clusters. Heading: All firstborn males except the redeemed shall be the LORD’s. 

21.10.5 Fifth Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (2-6) and cluster (7-10) form the story line. The first sets the time and place frames 

of reference (the future in the Promised Land) and the second gives the instructions for setting 

apart the firstborn males to the LORD. Heading: Firstborn males shall be the LORD’s in the Prom-

ised Land. 

21.10.6 Commentary (Exodus 13:11-13) 

 This passage is instructional discourse, explaining how the firstborn should be dedicated 

to the LORD when Israel inherits the Promised Land. Sentence (1) is of type (9), marking the 
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beginning of a discourse set in the future. The first cluster (2-4) sets the perquisite conditions under 

which the instructions should carried out; it forms the compound protasis [prerequisite], and cluster 

(5-10) forms the compound apodosis [implementation] of conditional instruction, in semantic 

agreement with the conditional subordinating conjunctions (  . . .  ) that join them.12  

 Cluster (2-4) stipulates two parallel prerequisites, sub-cluster (2-3) and sentence (4), joined 

by the coordination conjunction .13 Sub-cluster (2-3) consists of the first prerequisite (2) with a 

dependent comparative sentence (3), in semantic agreement with the comparative conjunction 

() joining them, indicating the certainty of this prerequisite: it is based on an oath of God. 

The second perquisite (4), an example of a perfect aspect verb in a future context; this construction 

also expresses the certainty of the prerequisite. 

 Cluster (5-10) stipulates the instructions to be carried out when the prerequisites are ful-

filled. It consists of cluster (5-6) modified by explanatory sub-cluster (7-10), in semantic agree-

ment with the explanatory conjunction ()14 joining them. Cluster (5-6) specifies the basic action 

to be taken: dedicate all firstborn males to the LORD, including the domestic animals. Sub-cluster 

(7-10) provides three parallel explanatory details joined by disjunctive coordinating conjunction 

Waw conjunctive ( ). This cluster discusses the exception to (5-6): all unclean firstborn animals 

(represented by the donkey) should be redeemed with a lamb. Sentence (10) declares that all 

firstborn male Israelites should be redeemed. Sub-cluster (7-9) consists of sentence (7), the main 

stipulation for unclean animals—they should be redeemed—and sub-cluster (8-9), the undesirable 

alternative—their neck must be broken—joined by a coordinating conjunction ( ). The alternative, 

sub-cluster (8-9), is expressed as a conditional sentence: sentence (8) is the protasis [condition], 

and sentence (9) the apodosis [consequence], in semantic agreement with the conditional conjunc-

tions (  . . .  ) joining them.15 

 

12 The Waw consecutive functions as the companion of the temporal conjunction  ; in this case, it expresses 

both temporal and logical sequence. 

13 The conjunction is Waw conjunctive, not Waw consecutive; the sentences express coordinate, not sequen-

tial, actions. The verb is in first position because its subject is elided. 

14 Semantic content anticipates an explanation, not coordination; Waw conjunctive is used here in place of a 

more explicit conjunction because the author expected the reader to understand the relationship with minimal infor-

mation. 

15 The Waw consecutive functions as the companion of the conditional conjunction expressing both log-

ical and temporal sequence. 
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21.10.7 Natural Outline(Exodus 13:11-13) 

All Male Firstborns Shall Be the LORD’s in the Promised Land 

I. When Israel Shall Have Received the Promised Land 

 A. The LORD shall have kept His promise (11a) 

  1. The LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites (11b)  

  2. As He swore to you and your fathers (11c)  

 B. And the LORD has given the land to you (11d)  

II. Then All Firstborn Males Except the Redeemed Shall Be the LORD’s 

 A. All firstborn must be set apart to the LORD 

  1. You shall set apart to the LORD all that open the womb (12a) 

  2. And every firstborn male domestic animal shall be the LORD's (12b)  

 B. But male Israelites and unclean animals must be redeemed 

  1. Donkeys must be redeemed or killed 

   a. Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb (13a)  

   b. However redemption of animals has an alternative. 

    (1) If you will not redeem it (13b) 

    (2) Then you shall break its neck (13c)  

  2. And all the firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem (13d) 
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21.11 Juridical Discourse (Exod. 20:2-17) 

 Juridical discourse is characterized by imperatives and prohibitions.16 A code of law is 

introduced by a preamble identifying the authority that established it.  
 

                    
            

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

You shall have no other gods before Me. (Exod. 20:2-3) 

The individual laws are separate entities not connected by conjunctions. 

 You shall not murder.     
 You shall not commit adultery.       
 You shall not steal.       
 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.           

 You shall not covet your neighbor's house     ך ית רֵעֵֶּ֑ ד בִֵ֣ מֹֹ֖ . . .                                             לאֹ תַחְׁ  

 (Exod. 20:13-17) 

A law may have an explanatory supplement in descriptive form. 

 You shall not make for yourself a carved image,         
    or any likeness of anything 
 that is in heaven above,        
 or that is in the earth beneath,         
 or that is in the water under the earth;            
 you shall not bow down to them      
 nor serve them.     
 For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,             
 visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children        
 to the third and fourth generations          
    of those who hate Me,
 but showing mercy to thousands,       
 to those who love Me and keep My commandments.          
 (Exod. 20:4-6) 

 

         
                

You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain,  

for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.  (Exod. 20:7) 

 

 

 

16 Prohibitions are expressed by  plus the imperfect. 
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 And וַ   

(1 ) לֶה   ים הָאֵֹ֖ בָרִֵ֥ ת כָל־הַדְׁ ים אֵָ֛ ר אֱלֹהִֵ֔ דַבִֵ֣  ,God spoke all these words יְׁ

ר׃         לֵאמֶֹֽ  saying: 

יך   )2(  הוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֵֶּ֑֔ י  יְׁ נֹכִֹ֖  ,I am the LORD your God" 2      אֶָֽ

יִם            רַֹ֖ רֶץ מִצְׁ יך מֵאֵֶ֥ ר הוֹצֵאתִָ֛ אֲשֶֹּ֧   Who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

ים׃             ֶֽ ֵ֥ית עֲבָדִֵּ֑ מִבִֵ֣   out of the house of bondage. 

[ וְׁ ]    ,[Therefore ]  

יַ׃   )3(  ים עַל־פָנֶָָֽ֗ ֜ ים אֲחֵרִֹ֖ ךָ֛  אֱלֹהִֵ֥  יֶֶֽה־לְׁ א יִהְׁ ִ֣ ֶֹֽ  .You shall have no other gods before Me" 3  ל

[ וְׁ ]    [And ]  

׀   )4(  סֶל  ִ֣ פִֶ֣  ךֵ֥ ה־לְׁ עֲשֶ  א תֶַֽ ִ֣ ֶֹֽ  ,You shall not make for yourself a carved image" 4 ל

עַל        ֵ֔ ׀ מִמֶַּ֡ יִם  מִַ֣ ר בַשָ  ִ֣ ֵ֔ה אֲשִֶ֤ מונֶָּ֡ כָל־תְׁ וְׁ     or any likeness that is in heaven above, 

חַת       ֵּ֑֜ רֶץ מִתַָ ר  בָאָֹ֖  אֲשֵֶ֥ וֶַֽ     or that is in the earth beneath, 

רֶץ׃ חַת לָאֶָָֽ֗ ִ֣ יִם׀ מִתֵַ֥ ִ֣ ר בַמַֹ֖ ִ֣  ;or that is in the water under the earth    וַאֲשֵֶ֥

[וְׁ ]   [And ]  

ם֘   )5(  ִ֣ה לָהֶֹ֖ ֵ֥ וֶ תַחְׁ א־תִשְׁ ֶֹֽ  you shall not bow down to them 5 ל

  and וְׁ  

(6 ) ם֒   דֵֵּ֑ א תָעָבְׁ ִֹ֣  .you shall not serve them ל

י     כִִ֣  For 

(7 ) א    ל קַנֵָ֔ יך  אִֵ֣ הוִָ֤ה אֱלֹהֶ  י יְׁ נֹכִַּ֞ אֶָֽ  I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 

ים   ת עַל־בָנִָ֛ ן אָבֹֹּ֧ קֵד עֲוֹ   visiting the iniquity of the fathers   פֶֹ֠

ים   עַל־רִבֵעִֹ֖ ים וְׁ עַל־שִלֵשִֵ֥    on the children to the third and fourth generations  

י׃  ֵּ֑ אֶָֽ שנְֹׁ  ,of those who hate Me   לְׁ

ים  סֶד  לַאֲלָפִֵֵּ֑֔ שֶה חֶֹ֖  ִ֤ עֵֹ֥   but showing mercy to thousands, to those 6   וְׁ

י׃  וֹתֶָֽ י מִצְׁ רֵֵ֥ שמְֹׁ י ולְׁ אֹהֲבַֹ֖  .who love Me and keep My commandments   לְׁ

[וְׁ ]   [And ]  

יך )8(  ה אֱלֹהֶֹ֖ הוֵָ֥ ם־יְׁ א אֶת־שֵֶֽ א תִשָָ֛ ֵֹ֥   You shall not take the name of the LORD your God" 7 ל

א  וְׁ  ,in vain   לַשֵָּ֑

י    כִִ֣  for 

(9 ) ה    הוֵָ֔ נַקֶה  יְׁ א יְׁ ִֹ֤  the LORD will not hold him guiltless ל

א׃   וְׁ וֹ לַשֶָֽ מֹ֖ א אֶת־שְׁ ת אֲשֶר־יִשֵָ֥ אֵָ֛   who takes His name in vain. 



Chapter 21 Analysis of Hebrew Discourse  

 

 

623 

 

[וְׁ ]   [And ]  

וֹ׃   )10(  שֶָֽ֗ קַדְׁ ת לְׁ וֹם הַשַבָֹ֖֜ וֹר  אֶת־יֵ֥   .Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy" 8   זָכָ֛

 ]And[  ]וְׁ [ 

ד֘  )11(  עֲבֵֹ֔ ים  תֶַֽ שֶת יָמִִ֣ ִ֣   Six days you shall labor 9  שִֵ֤

 and וְׁ  

(12 ) ך׃   תֶֶֽ לַאכְׁ יתָ כָל־מְׁ ִ֣  ,you shall do all your work עָשִֹ֖

 but 10 וְׁ  

(13 ) יך ִ֣ת׀ לַיהוִָ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֶָּ֑֗ י שַבָֹ֖ ֜ בִיעִֵ֔ וֹם  הַשְׁ  .the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God י 

[וְׁ ]   [And ]  

(14 ) ה    ֜ לָאכֶָּ֡ ה כָל־מְׁ א־תַעֲשִֶ֣  ִ֣ ֶֹֽ ל  In it you shall do no work: 

ךִ֤    דְׁ ך עַבְׁ בִתֶָ֗ ־וֶ֠ ִ֣ ךֶֽ ה׀ ובִנְׁ   you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your   אַתִָ֣

   male servant, 
ך    ָ֗ תֵֶ֔ הֶמְׁ ך ֜ ובְׁ תְׁ וַאֲמֶָֽ    nor your female servant, nor your cattle, 

יך׃   עָרֵֶֶֽ֔ ר בִשְׁ ִ֣ ךֹ֖  אֲשֵֶ֥ גֵרְׁ וְׁ    nor your stranger who is within your gates. 

י    For 11 כִִ֣

(15 ) יִם   ה אֶת־הַשָמִַ֣ הוָ֜ ה יְׁ שֶת־יָמִים  עָשָ  שֵֶֽ  in six days the LORD made the heavens 

ם  אֶת־כָל־אֲשֶר־בֵָ֔ רֶץ אֶת־הַיָם  וְׁ אֶת־הָאָָ֗  ,and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them   וְׁ

וַ     and 

(16 ) י    בִיעִֵּ֑ וֹם הַשְׁ יָֹ֖נַח בַיִ֣  He rested the seventh day. 

ן    עַל־כֵָ֗  Therefore 

(17 ) ת    וֹם הַשַבָֹ֖ הוָָ֛ה אֶת־יֵ֥ ךְ יְׁ בֵרַֹּ֧  the LORD blessed the Sabbath day 

וֶַֽ     and 

(18 ) הו׃    שֵֶֽ קַדְׁ יְׁ  He hallowed it. 

[וְׁ ]   [And ]  

ך  )19(  אֶת־אִמֵֶּ֑ יך וְׁ ד אֶת־אָבִֹ֖  ,you shall honor your father and your mother" 12  כַבֵֵ֥

עַן     מַ  לְׁ  that 

(20 ) ה    ל הָאֲדָמֵָ֔ יך עַַ֚ ון יָמֵֶ֔ יַאֲרִכִ֣  your days may be long upon the land 

ךְ׃  ן לֶָֽ יך נֹתֵֵ֥ ה אֱלֹהֶֹ֖ הוֵָ֥  .which the LORD your God is giving you   אֲשֶר־יְׁ
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[וְׁ ]   [And ]  

ח׃  )21(  ֶֽ צָֹ֖ א תִרְׁ ֹ֖ ֵֹ֥  .You shall not murder" 13  ל

[וְׁ ]   [And ]  

ף׃  )22(  ֶֽ אֵָּ֑ א תִנְׁ ֹ֖ ִֹ֣  .You shall not commit adultery" 14  ל

[וְׁ ]   [And ]  

ב׃  )23(  נֵֶֹֽ֔ א תִגְׁ ֹ֖ ִֹ֣  .You shall not steal" 15  ל

[וְׁ ]   [And ]  

קֶר׃  )24(  ד שֶָֽ רֵעֲךֹ֖ עֵֵ֥ א־תַעֲנֵֶ֥ה בְׁ ֶֹֽ  .You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor" 16  ל

[וְׁ ]   [And ]  

(25 ) ך    ית רֵעֵֶּ֑ ד בִֵ֣ מֹֹ֖ א תַחְׁ ֵֹ֥ ל  "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; 

[וְׁ ]   [And ]  

(26 ) ך    שֶת רֵעֶָ֗ ד אִֵ֣ מַֹּ֞ א־תַחְׁ ֶֹֽ ל  you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, 

וֹ  שוֹרִ֣ וֹ וַאֲמָתוֹ  וְׁ דִ֤ עַבְׁ וְׁ   nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, 

ך׃   רֵעֶֶֽ ר לְׁ ל אֲשֵֶ֥ כֹֹ֖ וֹ וְׁ וַחֲמֹרֵ֔   nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's." 
  (Exod. 20:1-17) 

21.11.1 First Clustering Cycle 

 Sentence 1 introduces the discourse as a direct quotation from God, while sentence 2 es-

tablishes the divine authority upon which this juridical discourse derives its authority; these sen-

tences form the preamble and are not bracketed in the analysis. Sentences 4, 5, and 6 form cluster 

(4-6), having common participants (the Israelites and pagan idols), having a common theme (for-

bidden worship), the semantics being consistent with the coordinating conjunction joining them. 

Heading: Do not make, worship, or serve carved images. 

Sentences 8 and 9, form cluster (8-9), having common participants (the Israelites and God), 

a common theme (God’s holy name, blasphemy, and guilt); the semantics of the sentences is com-

patible with the reason-result subordinating conjunction joining them: sentence 9 gives the reason 

for the prohibition expressed by sentence 8—impending guilt and judgment. Heading: Avoid di-

vine chastening for blasphemy. 

Sentences 11 and 12 form cluster (11-12), having a common theme (the six required weekly 

work days), the semantics being consistent with the coordinating conjunction joining them. Head-

ing: Do occupational work on the first six days of the week. 
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Sentences 13 and 14 form cluster (13-14), having a common theme (the seventh day and its pro-

hibited work), the semantics being consistent with the coordinating conjunction joining them. 

Heading: Do not work on the LORD’s Sabbath, the seventh day. 

Sentences 15 and 16 form cluster (15-16), having a common theme (the work schedule of 

God’s creation week), the semantics being consistent with the coordinating conjunction joining 

them. Heading: God’s creation work week had one day of rest, the seventh. 

Sentences 17 and 18 form cluster (17-18), having a common theme (the LORD’s blessing 

and hallowing of the Sabbath day), the semantics being consistent with the coordinating conjunc-

tion joining them. Heading: God’s blessing hallowed the seventh day. 

Sentences 19 and 20 form cluster (19-20), having common participants (the Israelites and 

their parents), a common theme (honor and blessing), the semantics being consistent with the rea-

son-result conjunction joining them. Sentence (19) is the reason that sentence (20) will result. 

Heading: Honor your parents to get long life. 

Sentences 25 and 26 form cluster (25-26), having common participants (the Israelites and 

their neighbors), a common theme (prohibited coveting of the private property of others), the se-

mantics being consistent with the coordinating conjunction joining them. Heading: Do not covet a 

neighbor’s private property. 

21.11.2 Second Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (4-6) and sentence 7 form a new cluster (4-7), having common participants (the 

Israelites, God), a common theme (idolatry and judgment), the semantics being consistent with the 

reason-result conjunction joining them. Sentence (7) is the reason given for the prohibition ex-

pressed in cluster (4-6). Heading: God jealously punishes polytheists. 

Clusters (15-16) and (17-18) form a new cluster (15-18), having a common participant (the 

LORD), a common theme (hallowed rest), the semantics being consistent with the reason-result 

subordinating conjunction joining them: cluster (15-16) is the reason for cluster (17-18). Heading: 

God hallowed His creation work-week for Israel. 

Sentences 21 through 24 and cluster (25-26) form a new cluster (21-26), having common 

participants (the Israelites and their neighbors), a common theme (prohibition of harm: murder, 

adultery, theft, false witness, and covetousness), the semantics being consistent with the common 

coordinating conjunctions joining them. Heading: Respect the personal rights of others. 
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21.11.3 Third Clustering Cycle 

 Clusters (13-14) and (15-18) form a new cluster (13-18), having common participants (the 

Israelites and the LORD), a common theme (a divinely hallowed work-free Sabbath with six work 

days), the semantics being consistent with the reason-result subordinating conjunction joining 

them: cluster (15-18) provides the reason that cluster (14-15) is mandatory. Heading: Observe 

God’s appointed seven-day week of work and rest. 

21.11.4 Fourth Clustering Cycle 

 Sentence 10 and cluster (11-12) together with cluster (13-18) form a new cluster (10-18), 

having common participants (the Israelites and the LORD), a common theme (Sabbath keeping), 

the semantics being consistent with the common coordinating conjunction joining them. Heading: 

Observe God’s appointed seven-day week of work and rest. 

21.11.5 Fifth Clustering Cycle 

 Sentence 3, cluster (4-7), cluster (8-9), cluster (10-18), and cluster (19-20) form a new 

cluster (3-20), having common participants (the Israelites and the LORD), a common theme (re-

spect for the LORD’s personhood: His uniqueness, immaterialness, name, covenant sign, and ap-

pointed authority). The semantics is consistent with the common coordinating conjunctions joining 

them. The enclosing bracket is not provided in the diagram because it would span the pages. Head-

ing: Respect God’s personhood. 

21.11.6 Sixth and Final Clustering Cycles 

 Clusters (3-20) and (21-26) form a new cluster (3-26), encompassing the entire ten com-

mandments. Finally, sentence 2 and cluster (3-26) form a final cluster (2-26), having common 

participants (the Israelites and the LORD), a common theme ( the LORD’s authoritative law), the 

semantics being consistent with the reason-result subordinating conjunction joining them: sentence 

2 is the reason that laws of cluster (3-26) are authoritative. 

21.11.7 Commentary( Exodus 20:1-17) 

 Sentence (1) introduces the discourse as a quotation from God, and  sentence (2) estab-

lishes the authority of the law code to be that of the LORD God of Israel. The discourse is divided 

into two primary clusters: Cluster (3-20) recording five laws regarding the Israelites’ relationship 

with God, and cluster (21-26) recording five laws regarding Israelites’ relationship with one an-

other. 

 Cluster (3-20) consists of five sub-clusters stating the laws requiring Israel to revere God’s 

personhood: Sentence (3) stands alone, declaring that Israel must not have any other God than the 
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LORD—He alone is God. Cluster (4-7) prohibits Israel from making, worshipping, or serving any 

carved images, with associated punishment or blessing depending on their obedience. Sentences 

4, 5, and 6 compose sub-cluster (4-6) declaring the prohibition; and sentence 7 stands alone de-

claring the associated consequences. 

 Cluster (8-9) prohibits blasphemy of the LORD’s name—sentence 8, with associated con-

sequences—sentence 9. Cluster (10-18) states the law of the Sabbath: Israel must revere the Sab-

bath—the week day the LORD hallowed. This cluster has three sub-clusters: sentence 10 stands 

alone commanding Israel to keep the day holy; sub-cluster (11-12) commands a six-day work 

week; and sub-cluster (13-18) explains the significance of the Sabbath. This cluster itself has two 

sub-clusters: sub-cluster (13-14) explains that no occupational work should occur on the Sabbath; 

and sub-cluster (15-18) provides the reason there should be no work. This cluster itself has two 

sub-clusters: sub-cluster (15-16) states that God worked six days in creating the heavens and earth 

and rested on the seventh; sub-cluster (17-18) declares that God blessed and hallowed the seventh 

day. The result-reason conjunction joining cluster (13-14) with cluster (15-18) indicates that the 

reason the Sabbath should be revered is that God hallowed the Sabbath of the creation week. 

 Cluster (19-20) is the fifth sub-cluster of cluster (3-20) above. It commands Israelites to 

honor their parents—sentence 19, with an accompanying blessing of long life—sentence 20. This 

law is in included the group of laws related to God because parents are God’s appointed authority 

in the family. 

 The second main cluster (21-26) of sentences in this discourse provides laws relating to 

Israel respecting the personal rights of individuals. It too has five sub-clusters stating the five re-

maining laws. Sentences 21 through 24 each stands alone declaring a prohibition against murder, 

adultery, theft, and falsehoods respectively; and sentences 25 and 26 form a sub-cluster (25-26) 

prohibiting coveting. While these laws are prohibitions, they may be regarded as equivalent to 

positive commands to respect the individual rights of a person to life, a wife, private property, 

truth, and freedom from another’s envy. 
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21.11.8 Natural Outline (Exodus 20:1-17) 

Revere God, Respect Other’s Rights 

I. Revere God’s Personhood (20:3-12) 

A. You shall have no other gods before Me. (20:3) 

B. Avoid God’s jealous punishment of polytheists. (20:4-5) 

1. Do not make, worship, or serve carved images. (20:4-5a) 

2. For God jealously punishes polytheists. (20:5b-6) 

C. Avoid divine chastening for blasphemy. (20:7) 

D. Observe God’s appointed seven-day week of work and rest. (20:8-11) 

1. Keep the Sabbath day holy (20:8) 

2. Do occupational word on the first six days of the week. (20:9) 

3. Observe God’s appointed seven-day week of work and rest. (20:10a) 

4. Do not work on the LORD’s Sabbath, the seventh day. (20:10b) 

5. For God hallowed His creation work-week for Israel. (20:11) 

a. God’s creation work week had one day of rest. (20:11a) 

b. God’s blessing hallowed the seventh day. (20:11b) 

E. Honor your parents to get long life. (20:12) 

II. Respect the Personal Rights of Others (20:13-17) 

A. Do not commit murder (20:13) 

B. Do not commit adultery (20:14) 

C. Do not commit theft (20:15) 

D. Do not bear false testimony (20:16) 

E. Do not covet a neighbor’s private property. (20:17) 

21.12 Case Laws (Exod. 22:15-16; Eng. 16-17) 

 Case laws, like juridical laws, stand alone, usually without connecting conjunctions. But 

they take the form of conditional sentences; the case is introduced by  or  , and the correspond-

ing judgment is introduced by Waw conjunctive, Waw consecutive, or asyndeton.  
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(Exod. 22:15-16; Eng. 16-17) 

     If

(1)                   a man entices a virgin who is not betrothed,

    and

(2)             he has lain with her, 

 [ ]  [then] 

(3)                  he shall surely pay the bride-price for her to  

     be his wife. 

 [ ]  [but] 

    If

(4)                   her father utterly refuses to give her to him, 

 [ ]    [then] 

(5)                   he shall pay money according to the bride-price       

  of virgins.  (Exod. 22:15-16) 

21.12.1 First Clustering Cycle 

 Sentences 1 and 2 form a cluster (1-2), having common participants (a man and a virgin), 

a common theme (consensual fornication), their semantic content being consistent with the coor-

dinating conjunction   joining them. Heading: A man seduced a virgin. 

 Sentences 4 and 5 form a cluster (4-5), having common participants (the man and the vir-

gin’s father), a common theme (consequences of the father’s refusal), their semantic content being 

consistent with the conditional subordinating conjunctions  . . .  joining them. The man pays 

the marriage dowry even if the father refuses to give the daughter in marriage. Heading: The dowry 

must be paid regardless of the father’s approval. 

21.12.2 Second Clustering Cycle 

 Sentence 3 and cluster (4-5) form a new cluster (3-5), having common participants (the 

man and the virgin’s father), a common theme (payment of the marriage dowry), their semantic 

content being consistent with the understood  and restored disjunctive coordinating conjunction  
joining them. The conjunction is understood to be disjunctive because of the semantics of the 

clusters. Heading: The man must pay the dowry to marry the virgin. 

21.12.3 Third Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (1-2) and cluster (3-5) form the final cluster—the story line, having common par-

ticipants (the man, the virgin and her father), a common theme (marriage and dowry), their seman-

tic content being consistent with the conditional subordinating conjunctions   . . .   joining them. 

The second conjunction   is restored and understood to be the expected companion of  . Heading: 

A fornicating couple must marry. 
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21.12.4 Commentary (Exodus 22:15-16) 

 This passage is the case law concerning the seduction of a virgin not engaged to be married. 

Cluster (1-2) is the compound protasis [case], and cluster (3-5) is the compound apodosis [judg-

ment], in semantic agreement with the conditional conjunctions ([] . . .  ) joining them. Cluster 

(1-2) contains two parallel sentences having common participants (a man and a virgin), a common 

theme (seduction), and common role, in semantic agreement with the coordinating conjunction ( ) 
joining them;17 they stipulate the two conditions under which judgment should be executed: en-

ticement (1) and coitus (2).18 Cluster (3-5) specifies two parallel alternative judgments, in semantic 

agreement with the understood disjunctive conjunction ([ ]) joining them: sentence (3) requires 

marriage and a dowry, and sub-cluster (4-5) requires monetary retribution equivalent to a dowry 

if the father refuses to give the daughter in marriage; In sub-cluster (4-5), sentence (4) is the prot-

asis [condition] and sentence (5) the apodosis [consequence] of a conditional argument, being in 

semantic agreement with the conditional conjunctions ([ ] . . . ) joining them: the father’s ac-

ceptance or refusal of marriage determines the alternative. 

21.12.5 Natural Outline (Exodus 22:15-16) 

A Fornicating Couple Must Marry 

I. If a Man Seduced a Virgin  

 A. The man entices a virgin who is not betrothed (16a)  

 B. And he lies with her (16b),  

II. Then the Man Must Pay the Dowry to Marry the Virgin 

 A. The man shall surely pay the bride-price for her to be his wife (16c) 

 B. But the dowry must be paid regardless of the father’s approval  

  1. If her father utterly refuses to give her to him (17a)  

  2. Then he shall pay money according to the bride-price of virgins (17b)  

21.13 Predictive Discourse (Isaiah 2:2-4) 

 Predictive discourse foretells the future in some sense, whether something actual and cer-

tain or potential and uncertain. Isaiah 2:2-4 foretells the establishment of universal peace in the 

 

17 The conjunction is Waw conjunctive, not Waw consecutive; the sentences express coordinate, not sequen-

tial, conditions. The verb is in first position because its subject is elided. 

18 The verb is in the perfect aspect in a future context, expressing certainty, that is, coitus is an established 

fact, not merely an accusation. 
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future Millennial Kingdom. The LORD will govern the nations of the world in Jerusalem where 

people will come to learn His law. 

(Isaiah 2:2-4)

    Now

(1)        it shall come to pass in the latter days 

 [ ]  That 

(2)           the mountain of the LORD's house Shall be

          established on the top of the mountains, 

    and  

(3)      it shall be exalted above the hills; 

    and

(4)            all nations shall flow to it. 

    And

(5)       many people shall come 

    and

(6)    they shall say, 

 []  [saying] 

(7)      “Come, 

     and

(8)        let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

           To the house of the God of Jacob; 
         and      

(9)          He will teach us His ways, 

     And

(10)          we shall walk in His paths.”

    For

(11)        out of Zion shall go forth the law,

    and

(12)         the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

    And 

(13)         He shall judge between the nations,

    and

(14)         He shall rebuke many people;

    and [as a result] 

(15)          they shall beat their swords into plowshares,

     and

(16)          they shall beat their spears into pruning hooks;

                                        [ ]   [and] 

(17)             nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

     and 

(18)           they shall not learn war anymore. (Isa. 2:2-4) 
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21.13.1 First Clustering Cycle 

 First it is noted that sentence 1 sets the time frame of reference in the prophetic last days 

of the future. Sentences 2 and 3 form a cluster (2-3), having common participants (the mountain 

of the LORD’s house and other mountains), a common theme (the exaltation of that mountain), 

their semantic content being consistent with the coordinating conjunction   joining them. The 

mountain of the LORD’s house will be the highest place on earth. Heading: The mountain of the 

LORD’s will be the highest. 

 Sentences 4 and 5 form a cluster (4-5), having common participants (earth’s people and 

the mountain of the LORD’s house), a common theme (a pilgrimage to the mountain), their se-

mantic content being consistent with the coordinating conjunction  joining them. Everyone will 

go up to the mountain of the LORD’s house. Heading: Everyone will pilgrimage to the LORD’s 

house. 

 Sentences 7 and 8 form a cluster (7-8), having common participants (earth’s people and 

the mountain of the LORD’s house), a common theme (an invitation to pilgrimage), their semantic 

content being consistent with the coordinating conjunction  joining them. Many people will invite 

others to the pilgrimage. Heading: The pilgrims will invite others to go study under the LORD. 

 Sentences 9 and 10 form a cluster (9-10), having common participants (the LORD and the 

pilgrims), a common theme (teaching obedience to the LORD’s ways), their semantic content be-

ing consistent with the coordinating conjunction   joining them. Heading: The LORD will teach 

the pilgrims to walk in His ways.  

 Sentences 11 and 12 form a cluster (11-12), having common participants (the word of the 

LORD and Jerusalem), a common theme (distributing the word of the LORD), their semantic con-

tent being consistent with the coordinating conjunction   joining them. Heading: The word of the 

LORD will be distributed from Jerusalem. 

 Sentences 13 and 14 form a cluster (13-14), having common participants (the LORD and 

the nations), a common theme (international government), their semantic content being consistent 

with the coordinating conjunction   joining them. Heading: The LORD will govern the nations. 

 Sentences 15 and 16 form a cluster (15-16), having common participants (the nations), a 

common theme (international disarmament), their semantic content being consistent with the co-

ordinating conjunction   joining them. Heading: The nations will disarm. 
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 Sentences 17 and 18 form a cluster (17-18), having common participants (the LORD and 

the nations), a common theme (international peace), their semantic content being consistent with 

the coordinating conjunction   joining them. Heading: The nations will have peace. 

21.13.2 Second Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (7-8) and cluster (9-10) form a new cluster (7-10), having common participants 

(the pilgrims and the LORD), a common theme (a learning pilgrimage), their semantic content 

being consistent with the coordinating conjunction   joining them. Heading: The pilgrims will go 

to study under the LORD. 

 Cluster (15-16) and cluster (17-18) form a new cluster (15-18), having common partici-

pants (the nations and armament), a common theme (international peace), their semantic content 

being consistent with the understood and restored coordinating conjunction   joining them. Head-

ing: There will be international peace. 

21.13.3 Third Clustering Cycle 

 Sentence 6 and cluster (7-10) form a new cluster (6-10), having common participants (the 

pilgrims), a common theme (their speech), their semantic content being consistent with the under-

stood and restored speech-introducing conjunction [] joining them. The introduction of the 

pilgrims speech is absorbed into the wording of the heading of cluster (7-9). 

 Cluster (13-14) and cluster (15-18) form a new cluster (13-18), having common partici-

pants (the nations), a common theme (international peaceful government), their semantic content 

being consistent with the coordinating conjunction   joining them. Heading: The LORD will gov-

ern the nations in peace. 

21.13.4 Fourth Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (2-3), cluster (4-5), and cluster (6-10) form a new cluster (2-10), having common 

participants (pilgrims and the mountain of the house of the LORD), a common theme (educational 

pilgrimage), their semantic content being consistent with coordinating conjunctions   joining them. 

Heading: The pilgrims will go to study under the LORD. 

 Cluster (11-12) and cluster (13-18) form a new cluster (11-18), having common partici-

pants (the nations and the LORD), a common theme (world government), their semantic content 

being consistent with the coordinating conjunctions   joining them. Heading: The LORD will gov-

ern the nations by His Law. 
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21.13.5 Fifth Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (2-10) and cluster (11-18) form the last cluster (2-18)—the story line, having com-

mon participants (the nations, the LORD, and Jerusalem), a common theme (peaceful world gov-

ernment), their semantic content being consistent with coordinating conjunction   joining them. 

Heading: The LORD will govern the nations by His Law. 

21.13.6 Commentary (Isaiah 2:2-4) 

 This passage is introduced by sentence (1) of type (9) setting the time frame in the future 

latter days; its wording is made part of title of the natural outline; and sentence (2) of type (2) 

begins a sequence of four type (7) sentences. The discourse consists of two major clusters: cluster 

(2-10) forms the protasis [result], having common participants (the nations and the LORD), a com-

mon prop (the Messianic Temple), and a common theme (pilgrimage for divine instruction); and 

cluster (11-18) forms the apodosis [reason], having the same participants, common props (Jerusa-

lem and weapons), and a common theme (divinely established universal disarmament) in semantic 

agreement with the result-reason subordinating conjunction ( ) joining them: regular instructional 

pilgrimages will be the result of divinely established universal peace. 

 Cluster (2-11) consists of three sequential sub-clusters joined by Waw consecutive ( ). The 

first sub-cluster (2-3) consists of two sentences having a common theme (the exaltation of the 

temple mount) joined by Waw consecutive.19 The second sub-cluster (4-5) consists of two sen-

tences having a common theme (pilgrimage to the temple) joined by Waw consecutive. The third 

sub-cluster (6-10) contains the speech of the pilgrims. Sentence (6) introduces the direct quotation 

of their conversation, and sub-cluster (7-10) is the quotation. Sub-cluster (7-10) has its own literary 

structure consisting of four type (2) sentences joined by Waw conjunctive and arranged in two sub-

clusters. The first sub-cluster (7-8) consists of two parallel sentences having common participants 

(the Gentile nations) and a common theme (mutual exhortation20 to pilgrimage) in semantic agree-

ment with the conjunction joining them.  

 The second sub-cluster (9-10) consists of two parallel sentences having common partici-

pants (the LORD and the pilgrims) and a common theme (successful divine instruction) in seman-

tic agreement with the conjunction joining them. 

 

19 In this sub-cluster and the next, the concept of sequence is not apparent in the sense of the sentences; the 

use of Waw consecutive here may be just to maintain the future tense. 

20 Exhortation is expressed by an imperative in the first sentence and by a cohortative in the second. 
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 The second major cluster (11-18) of the passage consists of two sub-clusters: sub-cluster 

(11-12) and sub-cluster (13-18) joined by Waw consecutive. The first sub-cluster (11-12) consists 

of two parallel type (2) sentences having common props (Jerusalem and the Law) and a common 

theme (distribution of the Law); the type (2) sentence begins a new sequence of three type (7) 

sentences set in the future. The second sub-cluster (13-18) consists of two sub-clusters (13-14) and 

(15-18) joined by Waw consecutive.  

Sub-cluster (13-14) forms the protasis [cause]  consisting of two parallel sentences having 

common participants (the LORD and the nations) and a common theme (rebuking judgment) in 

semantic agreement with the coordinating conjunction joining them; sub-cluster (15-18) forms the 

apodosis [result] of a cause-result argument in semantic agreement with the conjunction joining 

them.21 

 Sub-cluster (15-18) itself consists of two sub-clusters: sub-cluster (15-16) forms the prot-

asis [result] and sub-cluster (17-18) the apodosis [purpose] of a result-purpose argument: disarma-

ment will be for the purpose of universal peace. Sub-cluster (15-16) consists of two parallel sen-

tences having common participants (the nations), common props (weapons), and a common theme 

(disarmament) in semantic agreement with the coordinating Waw conjunctive joining them; sub-

cluster (17-18) consists of two parallel sentences having common participants (the nations) and a 

common theme (universal peace) in semantic agreement with the coordinating Waw conjunctive 

joining them. 

 

21 In this case, Waw consecutive stands in place of a more explicit cause-result subordinating conjunction, 

the cause-result relationship being anticipated by the semantic content of the sentences involved. 
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21.13.7 Natural Outline (Isaiah 2:2-4) 

In the Latter Days the LORD Will Govern the Nations by His Law 

I. The Nations Will Make a Pilgrimage to Study Under the LORD 

 A. The mountain of the lord’s house will be the highest (2:2a-2c) 

1. The mountain of the LORD's house shall be established on the top of the mountains (2b)  

2. And it shall be exalted above the hills (2c) 

B. Everyone will make a pilgrimage to the LORD’s house (2d-3a) 

1. All nations shall flow to it (2d) 

2. Many people shall come (3a) 

C. And the pilgrims will go to study under the LORD  

 1. The pilgrims will invite others go to study under the LORD22 

  a. Come (3c)  

  b. And let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,  

   To the house of the God of Jacob (3d) 

 2.The LORD will teach the pilgrims to walk in His ways (3e-3f) 

a. He will teach us His ways (3e)  

b. And we shall walk in His paths (3f)  

II. For The LORD Will Govern the Nations by His Law 

A. The word of the LORD will be distributed from Jerusalem 

1. Out of Zion shall go forth the law (3g) 

2. And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem (3h) 

B. The LORD will govern the nations in peace 

1. The LORD will govern the nations 

a. He shall judge between the nations (4a)  

b. And He shall rebuke many people (4b) 

2. There will be international peace 

a. The nations will disarm 

(1) They shall beat their swords into plowshares (4c)  

(2) And they shall beat their spears into pruning hooks (4d) 

b. The nations will have peace 

(1) Nation shall not lift up sword against nation (4e) 

(2) And they shall not learn war anymore (4f) 

21.14 Expository Discourse (Isa. 8:19-22) 

 Expository discourse explains the meaning of something or the reason for it. Isaiah 8:19-

22 explains that the true authoritative source of inquiry is the Word of God, and the dire conse-

quences of seeking guidance from pagan mediums instead of from the LORD.  

 

 

 

22 The words they shall say are inferred in the word invited. 
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(Isa. 8:19-22) 

 
     And if

(1)         they say to you,

                                          []   [saying] 

(2)            “Seek those who are mediums . . .

             who whisper and mutter,” 
 [ ]  [then]    

(3)           should not a people seek their God?

                                                   [ ]   [and] 

(4)          Should they seek the dead on behalf of  

                         the living?

 [ ]  [But] 

(5)       seek to the law and to the testimony! 

 [ ]  [For]

    if

(6)          they do not speak according to this word, 
     then 

(7)       there is no light in them.

    Therefore

(8)         they will pass through it hard pressed  

    and hungry;

    Then  

(9)   it shall happen,

    when

(10)     they are hungry,

    then

(11)       they will be enraged

      and

(12)            they will curse their king and their God,

      and 

(13)         they will look upward.

      And

(14)         they will look to the earth,

      and

(15)             behold there will be trouble and  

   darkness, gloom of anguish;

        and 

(16)        they will be driven into darkness.

21.14.1 First Clustering Cycle 

 Sentences 1 and 2 form a cluster (1-2), having common participants (idolatrous Israelites), 

a common theme (divine inquiry), their semantic content being consistent with the understood but 
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restored speech introducing conjunction [] joining them. Heading: Idolatrous Israelites ad-

vised others to seek mediums. 

 Sentences 3 and 4 form a cluster (3-4), having common participants (Israelites and God), 

a common theme (divine inquiry), a common mode (rhetorical question), their semantic content 

being consistent with the understood but restored coordinating conjunction [ ] joining them. Head-

ing: Israelites should inquire of God not the dead. 

 Sentences 6 and 7 form a cluster (6-7), having common participants (pagan mediums), a 

common theme (divine inquiry), their semantic content being consistent with the conditional sub-

ordinating conjunctions  . . .  joining them. Sentence 6 is the protasis (condition) and sen-

tence 7 is the apodosis (consequence). Heading: Pagan mediums have no light. 

 Sentences 11 and 12 form a cluster (11-12), having common participants (idolatrous Isra-

elites), a common theme (raging curses), their semantic content being consistent with the coordi-

nating conjunctions   joining them. Heading: Idolatrous Israelites will curse the king and God in 

rage. 

 Sentences 13 and 14 form a cluster (13-14), having common participants (idolatrous Isra-

elites), a common theme (search for relief), their semantic content being consistent with the coor-

dinating conjunctions   joining them. Heading: Idolatrous Israelites will look high and low for 

relief. 

 Sentences 15 and 16 form a cluster (15-16), having common participants (idolatrous Isra-

elites), a common theme (dark distress), their semantic content being consistent with the coordi-

nating conjunctions   joining them. Heading: Idolatrous Israelites will find only dark distress. 

21.14.2 Second Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (1-2) and cluster (3-4) form a new cluster (1-4), having common participants (Is-

raelites, godly and ungodly), a common theme (divine inquiry), their semantic content being con-

sistent with the conditional subordinating conjunctions [] . . .   joining them. Cluster (1-2) is the 

protasis (condition) and cluster (3-4) is the apodosis (consequence). Heading: Israelites should not 

inquire from mediums. 

 Sentence 5 and cluster (6-7) form a new cluster (5-7), having common participants (Israel-

ites), a common theme (divine inquiry), and their semantic content being consistent with the un-

derstood but restored result-reason subordinating conjunction [ ] joining them. The conjunction 

is understood because of the semantic inferences of the clusters. Heading: Israelites should inquire 

from God not mediums. 
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 Cluster (11-12), cluster (13-14), and cluster (15-16) form a new cluster (11-16), having 

common participants (idolatrous Israelites), a common theme (chastening distress), and their se-

mantic content being consistent with the coordinating conjunctions   joining them.  Heading: The 

enraged Israelites will experience distress. 

21.14.3 Third Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (1-4) and cluster (5-7) form a new cluster (1-7), having common participants (Is-

raelites), a common theme (divine inquiry), their semantic content being consistent with the un-

derstood but restored adversative coordinating conjunction [ ] joining them. The conjunction is 

understood because of the antithetical distinction of the clusters. Heading: Idolatrous Israelites 

inquire from mediums not God’s word. 

 Sentence 10 and cluster (11-16) form a new cluster (10-16), having common participants 

(idolatrous Israelites), a common theme (angry reaction to famine), their semantic content being 

consistent with the temporal subordinating conjunctions   . . .   joining them. Heading: The idol-

atrous Israelites will be enraged by the famine. 

21.14.4 Fourth Clustering Cycle 

 Sentence 9 and cluster (10-16) form a new cluster (9-16), but the sentence sets the time 

frame of reference for what follows and so it only adds the future tense to the heading of the cluster. 

21.14.5  Fifth Clustering Cycle 

 Sentence 8 and cluster (9-16) form a new cluster (8-16), having common participants (idol-

atrous Israelites), a common theme (famine and its resultant distress), their semantic content being 

consistent with the coordinating conjunctions   joining them. Heading: The idolatrous Israelites 

will experience distressful famine. 

21.14.6 Sixth Clustering Cycle 

 Cluster (1-7) and cluster (8-16) form the last cluster—the story line, having common par-

ticipants (idolatrous Israelites), a common theme (judgment for consulting mediums), their seman-

tic content being consistent with the cause-consequence subordinating conjunctions   joining them. 

The conjunction is understood because of the semantic inferences of the clusters. Heading: Idola-

trous Israel will be judged for abandoning the word of God. 

21.14.7 Commentary (Isaiah 8:19-22) 

 Isaiah 8:19-22 is expository discourse, explaining that the true authoritative source of in-

quiry is the Word of God. It consists of two major sections: cluster (1-7), having common partici-

pants (unbelievers and believers) and a common theme (inquiry), forming the protasis [reason] of 
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a reason-result argument, and cluster (8-16), having common participants (pagan-source inquirers) 

and a common theme (judgment), forming the apodosis [result] of the reason-result argument: the 

wrong source of inquiry results in judgment.23  

The first main section, cluster (1-7) consists of two contrasting sub-clusters.24 The first sub-

cluster (1-4) presents the false source of inquiry, and the second cluster (5-7) defends the true 

source of inquiry. Because of the introductory conjunction ( ), the first sub-cluster (1-4) has the 

initial appearance of a conditional argument; but the argument is elliptical because the anticipated 

apodosis is regarded as self-evident and omitted; consequently, the broader argument continues 

without it.  

This cluster consists of two contrasting sub-clusters: Sub-cluster (1-2) contains a hypothet-

ical quotation, introduced by sentence (1), of unbelievers urging the consultation of pagan sources, 

sentence (2). Contrasting sub-cluster (3-4) contains two parallel rhetorical questions inferring that 

inquiry should be made from the LORD.  

The second sub-cluster (5-7) argues that God’s Word is the only reliable source of inquiry. 

It consists of two sub-clusters: sentence (5) forms the protasis [result], and sub-cluster (6-7) forms 

the apodosis [reason] of a result-reason argument:25 one should inquire from God’s Word because 

contradictory advice lacks light. Sub cluster (6-7) forms a conditional argument: sentence (6) is 

the protasis [condition] and sentence (7) is the apodosis [consequence] in semantic agreement with 

the conditional conjunctions ( . . . ) joining them: pagan sources that contradict God’s word 

have no light. 

 The second main section of this passage, cluster (8-16), pronounces judgment on those who 

inquire from pagan sources. It consists of two parallel sub-clusters joined by Waw consecutive. 

The first sub-cluster, sentence (8), foretells the judgment of hardship and hunger. The second sub-

cluster (9-16) foretells consequential future judgment; it consists of a temporal conditional argu-

ment, sub-cluster (10-16), introduced by sentence (9) of type (9) setting the events in the future. 

Sentence (10) is the protasis [temporal condition: hunger] of sub-cluster (10-16). Sub-cluster (11-

 

23 The reason-result conjunction is expressed by Waw consecutive indicating logical consequence as well as 

temporal sequence. 

24 The disjunctive conjunction is omitted because the disjunctive relationship of the clusters is understood on 

the basis of the contrasting semantic content of the clusters. 

25 The result-reason conjunction is omitted because that subordinating relationship is understood on the basis 

of the semantic content of the clusters. 
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16) forms the apodosis [consequence: judgment] of a temporal-conditional argument, in semantic 

agreement with the temporal-conditional conjunctions (  . . .  ) joining them. 

 Sub-cluster (11-16) consists of three parallel sub-clusters joined by coordinating conjunc-

tions, each foretelling judgment. Sub-cluster (11-12) consists of two parallel sentences joined by 

Waw consecutive, expressing resultant rage and cursing; sub-cluster (13-14) consists of two par-

allel sentences joined by Waw conjunctive, expressing fruitless search for guidance; and sub-clus-

ter (15-16) consists of two parallel sentences joined by Waw conjunctive, expressing dark despair. 
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21.14.8 Natural Outline 

Idolatrous Israel Will Be Judged for Abandoning the Word of God 

I. Idolatrous Israelites Inquire from Mediums Not God’s Word 

A. Israelites should not inquire from mediums 

1. Idolatrous Israelites advise to seek mediums 

a. When they say to you (19a)  

b. Seek those who are mediums and wizards, who whisper and mutter (19b)   

2. Israelites should inquire of God not the dead 

a. Should not a people seek their God? (19c) 

b. Should they seek the dead on behalf of the living? (19d) 

B. But Israelites should inquire from God not mediums of darkness 

1. Seek to the law and to the testimony (20a)  

2. For pagan mediums have no light 

a. If they do not speak according to this word (20b) 

b. Then there is no light in them (20c) 

II. Therefore the Idolatrous Israelites Will Experience Distressful Famine 

A. They will pass through hard pressed and hungry (21a)  

B. The idolatrous Israelites will be enraged by the famine 

1. When they are hungry (21c) 

2. Then the enraged Israelites will experience distress 

a. Idolatrous Israelites will curse the king and God in rage 

(1) They will be enraged (21d) 

(2) And they will curse their king and their God (21e) 

b. And idolatrous Israelites will look high and low for relief 

(1) They will look upward (21f) 

(2) And they will look to the earth (22a) 

c. And idolatrous Israelites will find only dark distress 

(1) They will see trouble and darkness, gloom of anguish (22b) 

(2) And they will be driven into darkness (22c) 
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21.15 Summary 

 Discourse analysis involves unearthing the structure of the semantic and logical organiza-

tion of a text together with its natural outline. This is accomplished by executing a few ordered 

analysis rules based on grouping according to discourse affinity. 

 

Discourse Affinity 

Discourse characteristics that contribute to the mutual discourse affinity of its sentences:  

Position Affinity 

Semantic Affinity 

(1) common participants and props 

(2) common time frame 

(3) common place 

(4) common tense, mood, mode, and negation 

(5) common theme 

Conjunctive Affinity 

Grouping Principles 

 Seven ordered principles govern the grouping of the sentences and clusters of sentences 

into semantic clusters: 

Unpacking 

Greatest Discourse Affinity 

Conjunctive Compatibility 

Completeness 

Conjunctive Priority 

Acquired Semantic Affinity 

Iteration 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 22 

The Accents in the Hebrew Bible 

 Besides the familiar diacritical marks known as vowel points, the Masoretic text of the 

Hebrew Old Testament also uses various other marks of significance. They consist of (1) marks 

denoting possible textual problems, (2) marks referring to marginal notes, (3) marks signifying 

that certain words should be pronounced together as though a single word (phonetic union), and 

(4) marks of accentuation that indicate where pauses should or should not occur in reading the 

text—a kind of punctuation—and that serve as a kind of musical notation.  

22.1 Textual Problems 

 The marks that denote possible textual problems are known as niqqudoth (     —dots) 

or puncta extraordinaria. They consist of prominent dots placed above the characters of the word 

or words in question. No explanation is given in the Masoretic notes as to why the words are so 

marked. Ernst Wurthwein suggested that “these points register textual or doctrinal reservations on 

the part of scribes (sopherim) who dared not alter the text because they held it to be sacrosanct.”1 

                    
                         

But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, 

and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. (Gen. 33:4) 

 The word       (and he kissed him) is marked with extra dots to indicate some possible 

textual problem. The editors of BHS speculate that the word has been added by a later hand. 

22.2 Masoretic Notes  

 The printed editions of the Hebrew Old Testament commonly referred to as BHK and BHS 

display a small circule ( ° ) above a word which refers to a marginal Masoretic note. Other printed 

 

1 Ernst Wörthwein, The Text of the Old Testament, trans. by Erroll F. Rhodes (Grand Rapids: William B. 

Eerdmans, 1979), 17. They occur ten times in the Pentateuch and five times elsewhere: Gen. 16:5; 18:9; 19:33; 33:4; 

37:12; Num. 3:39; 9:10; 21:30; 29:15; Deut. 29:28; 2 Sam. 19:20; Isa. 44:9; Ezek. 41:20; 46:22; Psa. 27:13.  



Chapter 22 The Accents  

 

 

645 

 

editions use a star or asterisk. A companion volume to BHS provides a catalog of all the Masoretic 

notes.2 

22.3 Phonetic Union 

 The Maqqeph (   —hyphen) is frequently used to join words that are closely related 

syntactically. Such word clusters are run together and pronounced as a single word having only 

one primary stress; they are called “phonetic units” in this chapter. Secondary stress occurs in such 

word clusters much like it would in a single long word with a corresponding number of syllables. 

In the rules of accentuation, such phonetic units are treated as though they were one word.  

     
And it was so. (Gen. 1:9) 

 

 The words are pronounced as one: wa-ye-hî-kën. 

22.4 Accent Marks 

 The remaining non-vowel marks in the Hebrew Bible are marks of accentuation, otherwise 

referred to as marks of cantillation, that is, the public liturgical reading of the Hebrew Scriptures 

in the synagogue. The Hebrew Bible uses accent marks to denote secondary stress and primary 

stress. What follows is derived from my book The Syntax of the Masoretic Accents in the Hebrew 

Bible.3 

 The term stress refers to the relative degree of loudness with which the syllables of a word 

are spoken. Biblical Hebrew has four levels of stress (loudness) used in pronunciation. The syllable 

with the strongest level of stress is marked by a primary accent in the Hebrew Bible. The syllable 

with the medium level of stress is marked by a secondary accent. The two lowest levels of stress 

are not marked in the Bible. Syllables with the lowest level of stress usually have vocal Shewa (  ) 
as the vowel. The following example illustrates the four levels of stress: 

     
And it was so. (Gen. 1:9) 

 

2 G. E. Weil, ed. Massorah Gedolah Iuxta Codicem Leningradensem B19a, Vol. I Catalogi (Rome: Pontifical 

Biblical Institute, 1971); Volumes II, III, and IV of that publication offer further details. See Weil's forward to BHS 

for a discussion of the Masoretic notes. 

3James D. Price. The Syntax of the Masoretic Accents in the Hebrew Bible. Studies in the Bible and Early 

Christianity, Vol. 27. Lewiston, NY: The Edwin Mellen Press, 1990. 
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 The words are pronounced as WA-ye-hî-KЁN where the last syllable KЁN receives the 

primary (strongest) pronunciation stress, the first syllable WA receives secondary (moderate) 

stress, and the syllable ye receives the weakest stress, and the syllable hî next weakest. 

 Secondary Accents. Some marks of accentuation are not involved with the syntactic and 

musical aspects of cantillation. They are used to mark a syllable receiving secondary stress in 

pronunciation. The most common mark for this purpose is the Metheg ( —bridle). It consists of 

a small vertical bar ( ) placed below the word and immediately to the left of the vowel in the 

syllable receiving secondary stress.4 

 Primary stress usually occurs on the last syllable (ultima) of a word or phonetic unit, less 

frequently on the next-to-last syllable (penultima), but never earlier in the word. Secondary stress 

may occur on words with more than two syllables, and long words or phonetic units may have two 

or more syllables with secondary stress. On rare occasions a word with primary stress on the pe-

nultima may have secondary stress on the ultima.5 

 In special instances one of the other accent marks (usually used to denote primary stress) 

may replace the Metheg to mark secondary stress. When used to mark secondary stress, these 

accents should be interpreted as a substitute for Metheg with no conjunctive or disjunctive function 

in accentuation.  

 Primary Accents. The primary accents are the subject of the remaining part of this chapter.  

22.5 The Importance of the Accents 

 The study of the Masoretic accents in the Hebrew Old Testament has been neglected by 

most Hebrew grammarians of the twentieth century. Most contemporary grammarians give only a 

brief description of the accents with a meager discussion of their function in the Hebrew Bible. 

Even Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar6 devotes only five pages to them. Max L. Margolis7 wrote a 

detailed article on the accents, but it is so terse and complex that it is of little value except to 

 

4 In BHK the editors added Metheg and Silluq when they were lacking in MS Leningrad B19a. These added 

signs were placed to the right of the vowel. This practice was discontinued in BHS, although the signs were placed at 

the right of the vowel when found in that position in B19a. See BHS, xii.  

5 See   (Gen 3:18),    (22:7),   (31:28). Syllables with reduced vowels (vocal Shewa and the 

hateph vowels) are ignored when determining the penultima. 

6 E. Kautzsch, ed., Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar, 2nd ed., revised by A. E. Cowley (London: Oxford Univer-

sity Press, 1910): 59-63.  

7 Max L. Margolis, “Accents in Hebrew,” The Jewish Encyclopedia.  
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scholars. William Wickes8 wrote the most comprehensive work on Hebrew accents in 1881-1887. 

His work is still regarded as the classical treatment of the accentuation of the Hebrew Bible.  

 In more recent times, several other important works have been published on the Hebrew 

accents.9 In spite of the information available about the accents, most expositors of the Hebrew 

Old Testament regard them to be of little importance to a clear understanding of the text. On the 

contrary, the accents may be quite important to the student of Scripture. Wickes correctly explained 

their importance: “The accentuators thus did their best to assist both reader and hearers in appre-

hending what seemed to them the true meaning of the Sacred Text. And this is for us the recom-

mendation of their system.”10 

 The accents complement the grammar and syntax of Hebrew, preserving the traditional 

understanding of the text, an understanding with roots in the deep recesses of antiquity. No serious 

expositor of Scripture should neglect such important keys to Biblical exposition. Bruce K. Waltke, 

a modern authority on the Hebrew language, correctly evaluated the importance of the Hebrew 

accents to Biblical exposition:  

So important is the accentuation of Hebrew grammar for understanding that medieval Jewish 

sources paid more attention to it than to establishing the correct pronunciation of words. At present 

it is best to consider the accents as an early and relatively reliable witness to a correct interpretation 

of the text.11 

22.6 Three Purposes of Primary Accents  

 The accents in Biblical Hebrew serve three purposes: (1) phonetically they mark the sylla-

ble that receives the principal stress in pronunciation; (2) syntactically they indicate the degree of 

grammatical separation or connection between adjoining words and phrases much like punctuation 

marks in English; (3) musically they indicate the relative intonation of a word in cantillation.  

22.6.1 Marking Stress 

 Every Hebrew word or phonetic unit has a prominent syllable that receives stress in pro-

nunciation. The prominent stressed syllable of a Hebrew word is marked by one of the accents. 

Some accent marks are written above the first consonant of the stressed syllable, whereas others 

 

8 William Wickes, Two Treatises on the Accentuation of the Old Testament, rev. ed. (1881-87; reprint, New 

York: KTAV, 1970); note that in this reprint, pp. 32, 33 of “Treatise I” belong in “Treatise II,” and pp. 32, 33 of 

“Treatise II” belong in “Treatise I.”   

9 See the bibliography for a selected list. 

10 Wickes, I, 51. 

11 Bruce K. Waltke, “The New International Version and Its Textual Principles in the Book of Psalms,” 

Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 32.1 (March 1989), 25-26.  
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are written below the first consonant of the stressed syllable and immediately to the left of any 

vowel there.12 As stated previously, most Hebrew words receive the prominent stress on the last 

syllable (the ultima); a few are stressed on the next-to-last syllable (the penultima). The prominent 

stress never occurs earlier than the penultima. In a few instances the stress distinguishes inflected 

forms that otherwise would be spelled exactly the same.  

22.6.2 Marking Syntactic Relationship 

 Syntactically the Hebrew accents indicate the degree of grammatical separation or connec-

tion between adjoining words and phrases much like punctuation marks in English. There are two 

types of accents: (1) disjunctive accents that divide words or phrases, and (2) conjunctive accents 

that join words or phrases. In the reading of Hebrew Scripture, the disjunctive accents call for a 

pause following the words on which they occur. The duration of the pause depends on the type of 

accent: the stronger disjunctive accents call for longer pauses. In addition, the two strongest dis-

junctive accents frequently alter the pronunciation of a word, causing the stress to shift to the 

penultima with a corresponding lengthening of the vowel of the stressed syllable where possible.13 

On the other hand, a conjunctive accent calls for the word on which it occurs to be read with no 

pause between it and the word that follows.  

 The syntax of the accents and the syntax of Hebrew grammar, while similar in many re-

spects, do not have a one-to-one correspondence. For example, the syntactic domain of the accents 

is always a verse, regardless of its length; whereas, the syntactic domain of Hebrew grammar is a 

sentence, where a verse may contain more than one sentence, or occasionally only a partial sen-

tence. In exposition, where the accents contradict Hebrew grammar, grammar dominates. 

22.6.3 Marking Musical Cantillation 

 In addition to marking the stressed syllable and syntactic relationships, the marks of accen-

tuation also indicate the relative intonation of a word in cantillation. Avigor Herzog described an 

elaborate system of cantillation.14 Several different traditions have developed throughout the ex-

tended history of synagogue worship.15 Some modern scholars have doubted that the accent marks 

 

12 A few accents are written on the first or last letter of the word regardless of where the stress occurs. Those 

that appear on the first letter of the word are called prepositive, and those that appear on the last postpositive. For 

words marked with these accents, the stressed syllable must be determined by the traditional place of stress associated 

with the inflected form of the word.  

13 Word forms with such altered pronunciation are called pausal forms (see Chapter 23). 

14 Avigor Herzog, “Masoretic Accents (Musical Rendition),” Encyclopedia Judaica (1971).  

15 For a modern comprehensive treatment of cantillation see Joshua R. Jacobson, Chanting the Hebrew Bible: 

The Art of Cantillation (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society, 2002).  
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were originally intended to provide notation for cantillation. The debate over this issue is beyond 

the purpose of this chapter. However, there seems to be no convincing reason to doubt the origi-

nality of that intent.16 

22.7 The Accents Used in the Prose Books 

 Two sets of accent marks are used in the Hebrew Bible: (1) those used in the so-called 

Books of Poetry (Psalms, Job, and Proverbs), also referred to as the Books of Truth, based on an 

acronym  (truth) constructed from the first letters of their Hebrew names   —Job,  —

Proverbs, and   —Psalms; and (2) those used in the twenty-one other so-called prose books 

of the Hebrew canon.17 This section describes the function of the accents for each division of the 

Hebrew Bible, beginning with those used in the prose books.  

 The following is a list of the accents used in the 21 so-called prose books. They are listed 

and numbered according to the list provided as a companion to BHK and BHS.18 

Disjunctive Accents 

 Name Example 

     (0) Soph Pasuq (       ) .....................................................................    19  

     (1) Silluq (    ) ...........................................................................................     
     (2) Athnach (  ) ........................................................................................     
     (3) Segolta (     ) (postpositive)..............................................................     
     (4) Shalsheleth (    ) ............................................................................. |    
     (5) Little Zaqeph (     ) .........................................................................     

 

16 See S. Haïk-Vantoura, The Music of the Bible Revealed. Trans. by Dennis Weber. Ed. by John Wheeler. 

Berkeley: BIBAL Press, 1991. She claimed to have deciphered the notation of the music of the Hebrew Bible. Alt-

hough she has presented evidence supporting the musical nature of the accents and their antiquity, her decipherment 

is unconvincing. 

17 The prose books are counted as 21 according to the Hebrew canon, but as 36 according to the English 

canon. The Hebrew canon counts 1 & 2 Samuel as one book. The same is true for the books of Kings and Chronicles. 

Also the 12 minor prophets are counted as one book, also Ezra-Nehemiah as one book. 

18 Erläuterung der Accente zu Kittels Biblia Hebraica, Privileg. Bibelanstalt, Stuttgart. Some authorities have 

used different names for some of the accents. These are not regarded as important for this work. Consult Wickes for 

more detail. The number in parentheses should not be considered an indication of the relative hierarchic rank of the 

accents. Such rank is discussed in a later section.  

19 Contrary to accepted authorities I treat Soph Pasuq as a member of the set of disjunctive accents, because 

it fits into the syntax rules that govern their use. It is true that Soph Pasuq does not mark the stressed syllable of a 

word, but it does mark the end a verse segment—that segment consisting of the entire verse. The consistency of the 

rules of hierarchic governance demonstrate that Silluq closes the last major segment of a verse, and not the verse as a 

whole.  



Chapter 22 The Accents  

 

 

650 

 

     (6) Great Zaqeph (       ) .......................................................................     
     (7) Rebia (    ) ...........................................................................................     
     (8) Tiphcha (    ) ......................................................................................     
     (9) Zarqa (    ) (postpositive) ...................................................................     
     (10) Pashta (   ) (postpositive) .............................................................      
     (11) Yethib (    ) (prepositive) ....................................................................     
     (12) Tebir (    ) ..........................................................................................     
     (13) Geresh (  ) .........................................................................................     
     (14) Garshaim (    ). ................................................................................     
     (15) Pazer (   ) ............................................................................................     
     (16) Great Pazer (       ) ........................................................................     
     (17) Great Telisha (        ) (prepositive) ...........................................     
     (18) Legarmeh (     ) ................................................................................     
 

Conjunctive Accents 

           Name Example 

     (19) Munach (   ).......................................................................................     
     (20) Mahpak (   ) ....................................................................................     
     (21) Mereka (    ) .....................................................................................     
     (22) Double Mereka (         ) ...........................................................     
     (23) Darga (    ) ........................................................................................     
    (24) Azla (    ) ............................................................................................     
    (25) Little Telisha (        ) (postpositive) ..........................................     
    (26) Galgal (   ) .........................................................................................     
    (27) Mayela (     ) ..............................................................................        
    (28) Paseq (   )20 ...................................................................................... |     

 

20 Paseq is not on the standard list of accents, but it must be included in any discussion of them. It is not a 

conjunctive accent as its position in the list implies; nor does it mark a stressed syllable as do most of the other accents. 

But it does call for a slight pause in imitation of a disjunctive accent.  
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22.7.1 The Laws of the Prose Accents 

 The use of the accents in the Hebrew Bible is governed by strict well-behaved rules.21 They 

have their own laws of grammar and syntax, which are in turn in relative harmony with the gram-

mar and syntax of Biblical Hebrew.22 

 The Laws of Hierarchic Governance. The early authorities recognized a hierarchic order 

among the disjunctive accents, referring to the various ranks in terms of European nobility, such 

as  

 Emperors: Silluq, Athnach 

 Kings:       Segolta, Zaqeph, Tiphcha 

 Princes: Rebia, Zarqa, Pashta, Tebir 

 Officers: Pazer, Great Telisha, Geresh 

 Servants:      All Conjunctives 

 The idea was that the accents of highest rank mark the major syntactic divisions of a verse, 

and the lower ranking accents mark secondary and tertiary divisions within the domain of the 

higher ranking accents. Other grammarians arranged them in different ranks, but most recognized 

some hierarchic order. Wickes noted a hierarchic order among the accents, but he avoided specific 

categories and terms of nobility, preferring rather to view their disjunctive strength as relative 

rather than absolute. Evident differences in the classification of the accents demonstrate the lack 

of agreement among the authorities. My own research supports the existence of hierarchic order 

among the accents, but with the following hierarchic ranks:23 

Rank  Disjunctive Accents 

Emperor Soph Pasuq ( ) 

Kings    Silluq ( ), Athnach (  ) 

Princes  Tiphcha (  ), Zaqeph (  ), Segolta (   ) 

 

21 See my The Syntax of Masoretic Accents in the Hebrew Bible. Studies in the Bible and Early Christianity, 

Vol. 27. Lewiston, NY: The Edwin Mellen Press, 1990. 

22 When the syntactic grammar of the accents is in disharmony with the syntactic grammar of the Hebrew 

language, then the grammar of the accents dominates. 

23 See my work cited in footnote 21. Wickes was correct in observing that the disjunctive strength of the 

accents is relative, not absolute, with respect to the grammar of the Hebrew language; that is, a given disjunctive 

accent does not designate the same level of syntactic division in every verse, nor does it mark the same kinds of 

syntactic division in every case. However, within a verse the governance of a given disjunctive always follows the 

same strict grammar rules of accentuation. Thus, in this sense, the hierarchy of the accents may be regarded as absolute, 

not relative. Although the use of the terms of nobility may seem archaic, they are suitably accurate and serve well as 

a tool for teaching.  
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Dukes  Tebir (  ), Pashta (    ), Zarqa (   ), Rebia (  ) 
Counts  Geresh ( ), Great Telisha (  ), Pazer ( ), Legarmeh ( |  ) 
Servants All Conjunctives 

 In addition, the disjunctive accents observe the following rules of governance:  

 (1) A disjunctive accent governs the domain of a segment of a verse. It stands at the end of 

the segment it governs, marking the presence of a syntactic division. The domain of the segment 

extends from the given accent forward toward the beginning of the verse until it reaches an accent 

of equal or greater hierarchic rank, or until it reaches the beginning of the verse.  

Example (Gen. 1:1) 

    SOP 

  SIL    ATH 

                                
               In the beginning God created / the heavens and the earth. 

The domain of Soph Pasuq () includes the whole verse. The domain of the Athnach (  ) includes 

the first half of the verse,  and that of Silluq  (  ) includes the last half.  

 (2) The domain of a given disjunctive accent may include lesser segments (if any) governed 

by one of two possible disjunctive accents immediately subordinate to the given accent. That is, 

the domain may have additional syntactic divisions of lesser rank. For example: the domain of a 

king includes the domains of its subordinate princes, and the domain of a prince includes the do-

mains of its subordinate dukes, and so forth. In the above example, the domain of Soph Pasuq () 

includes the domains of the Silluq ( ) and the Athnach (  ). The domains of both the Silluq and 

the Athnach include the domain of a Tiphcha (  ). 

 (3) The domain of a disjunctive accent may be empty, fractional, or full. Its domain may 

consist of only the one word (or word-unit) on which the accent appears, in which case the domain 

is regarded as empty—that is, it has no subordinate syntactic divisions. Its domain may include 

only one lesser segment, in which case the lesser segment is governed by the immediately subor-

dinate disjunctive accent defined as the “near” or “favorite” subordinate of the given accent; this 

lesser segment is referred to as “the near subordinate segment,” and the domain of the superior 

accent is regarded as fractional. Finally, its domain may include a near subordinate segment and 

one or more lesser segments each governed by an immediately subordinate disjunctive accent 
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defined as the “remote” or “less favorite” subordinate of the given accent;24 in this case the addi-

tional lesser segments are referred to as “remote subordinate segments,” and the domain is re-

garded as full. Thus the domain of a disjunctive accent may be:  

 (a) Empty, containing only the word-unit bearing the given accent, with no subordinate 

segments (i.e., a king standing alone without his princes).  

Example  (Gen. 1:3) 

          SOP 

       SIL  ATH 

                           
    Then God said, “Let there be light”; / and there was light. 

The Silluq ( ) segment is empty, having no subordinate disjunctives in its domain. 

 (b) Fractional, containing only a “near” subordinate segment (i.e., a king standing with 

only his favorite prince in his domain, or a duke standing with only his favorite count in his do-

main). 

 (c) Full, containing a “near” and one or more “remote” subordinate segments (i.e., a prince 

standing with the favorite duke and one or more of the less favorite dukes in his domain).  

Example  (Gen. 1:2) 

      SOP 

    SIL                ATH 

     TIP           ZAQ     

                                 . . . 
 And the Spirit of God / was hovering over the face of the waters. 

In this example, the Silluq segment is full, containing a near subordinate Tiphcha ( ) segment and 

a remote subordinate Zaqeph (  ) segment. The Tiphcha segment includes the word-unit contain-

ing the Silluq () that governs it. 

 The defined order of subordination among the disjunctive accents is as follows: 

 
 

 

24 The term “remote” is used with respect to the given disjunctive accent and in the direction toward the 

beginning of the verse. Thus a “near” subordinate segment is adjacent to the word-unit of the given accent, and a 

“remote” subordinate segment is at a distance from the word-unit of the given accent in the direction of the beginning 

of the verse. There can be no remote subordinate segment without at least an empty near subordinate segment.  
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Defined Subordinates  

 Rank   Disjunctive Near  Remote 

 Emperor  Soph Pasuq ( ) Silluq (  ) Athnach (  )25 

 Near King  Silluq ( ) Tiphcha (  ) Zaqeph ( ) 
 Remote King  Athnach (  ) Tiphcha (  ) Zaqeph ( )26 

 Near Prince  Tiphcha (  ) Tebir ( ) Rebia (  ) 
 Remote Prince  Zaqeph ( ) Pashta (  ) Rebia (  ) 
 Remote Prince  Segolta (  ) Zarqa ( ) Rebia (  ) 
 Near Duke  Tebir ( ) Geresh ( ) Pazer ( ) 

 Near Duke  Pashta (   ) Geresh ( ) Pazer ( ) 

 Near Duke  Zarqa ( ) Geresh ( ) Pazer ( ) 

 Remote Duke  Rebia(  )27 Geresh ( ) Pazer ( ) 

 Near Count  Geresh ( ) Legarmeh ( |  ) 
 Remote Count  G. Telisha ( ) Empty 

 Remote Count  Pazer ( ) Empty 

 The domain of the hierarchy may be illustrated by the following diagram (in Hebrew or-

der).28 

VERSE 

 

Emperor 

 (Soph Pasuq) 

       Near King         Remote King 

         (Silluq)            (Athnach)    

 Near Prince       Remote Prince   Near Prince        Remote Prince 

      (Tiphcha)           (Zaqeph)     (Tiphcha)      (Zaqeph/Segolta) 

 

   N-Duke      R-Duke    N-Duke      R-Duke    N-Duke   R-Duke    N-Duke   R-Duke 

    (Teb)         (Reb)      (Pash)         (Reb) (Teb)        (Reb)        (Zar)    (Reb) 

 

 N-Count     R-Count    N-Count    R-Count    N-Count  R-Count     N-Count  R-Count 

 (Ger) (Paz)    (Ger)         (Paz)          (Ger)   (Paz)       (Ger)        (Paz) 

 

 

25 Only one Athnach segment is permitted. 

26 In the domain of Athnach, a Segolta segment may replace an initial Zaqeph segment under certain condi-

tions.  

27 Rebia may be preceded by a Legarmeh segment. 

28 Space does not permit the mapping of the domain of every duke. Because the domain of each duke is the 

same in every case, the domain of each is mapped only once.  
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 (4) The chain of command is absolute; that is, a lower ranking disjunctive may only stand 

in the domain of its immediate superior, and the succession of rank always extends to the highest 

order in every verse. Thus a duke must be governed by a prince, a prince must be governed by a 

king, and a king by the emperor. So, if a verse has a Zarqa (   ), the Zarqa must be governed by a 

Segolta (   ) which is governed by an Athnach (  ) which is governed by Soph Pasuq (). 

 (5) The law of favoritism is absolute; that is, a near (favorite) subordinate must always 

stand between a governing disjunctive and a remote (less favorite) subordinate, if any. That is, 

favorite prince Tiphcha ( ) must stand between king Silluq () and less favorite prince Zaqeph 

( ); favorite duke Tebir ( ) must stand between prince Tiphcha (  ) and less favorite duke Rebia 

(  ), and so forth. Pashta (   ) must stand between a Rebia  (  ) and its governing Zaqeph ( ); a 

Tiphcha ( ) must stand between a  Zaqeph  ( ) and its governing Athnach (  ), and Silluq  ( ) 
between Athnach (  ) and Soph Pasuq (). The law extends to the  conjunctives (servants): servants 

(if any) must stand between a governing disjunctive and its near subordinate; and favoritism exists 

among servants of different kinds.  

 The Law of Substitution. Some of the disjunctive accents do not appear in the laws of hier-

archic governance, but serve the role of designated substitutes for some of the accents in those 

laws. Except for Segolta, in most instances substitution takes place when the regular segment is 

empty and the associated disjunctive accent has no preceding conjunctives. The following is a list 

of the substitute segments and the segments which they replace:  

  Regular Segment Substitute Segment 

  Little Zaqeph  ( ) Great Zaqeph  (  ) 
  Little Zaqeph  ( ) Segolta  (  ) 
  Segolta  (  )  Shalsheleth  ( |  ) 
  Pashta  (   )  Yethib  ( ) 

  Geresh  ( )  Garshaim  (  ) 
  Little Pazer  ( ) Great Pazer  (  ) 

 The Law of Transformation. For musical reasons, Geresh ( ) may not stand too close to 

Tebir (  ), Pashta (   ), or Zarqa (   )—the dukes that govern Geresh as their favorite count. If 

Geresh would occur too close to its governing duke, it is replaced by the servant conjunctive that 

would normally serve these dukes (see below), leaving in place any of its own servant conjunctives 

and subordinate segments that may be required. Such a transformed Geresh functions virtually as 

though it were there as far as the laws of the accents are concerned, but it functions as a conjunctive 
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as far as cantillation is concerned. A similar musical restraint causes Rebia (  ) to transform into 

Pashta (   ) under certain conditions.  

 The Law of Conjunctives. A sequence of words closely related grammatically and syntac-

tically usually are joined together by conjunctive accents; that is, the first and intermediate words 

in the sequence have conjunctive accents, and the last word has a disjunctive accent. The conjunc-

tives behave as though they were personal servants to the disjunctive that immediately follows. As 

far as the governance is concerned, the presence of conjunctive accents has little or no effect on 

the way a disjunctive accent governs its subordinates. The kings ignore their servants (conjunc-

tives) in the exercise of governance over the princes; the princes ignore their servants in governing 

the dukes, and so forth. 

 On the other hand, a given disjunctive accent has a specific number and kind of conjunctive 

accents (servants) that may appear on the words preceding it. The following is a list of the number 

and kind of conjunctive accents that may precede each of the disjunctives: 

 

 Disjunctive  Number and Kind of  

 Accent   Permitted Conjunctive Accents29 

 Soph Pasuq ()  None 

 Silluq ( )  0-1 Mereka ( ) 

 Athnach (   )  0-2 Munach (  ) 

 Tiphcha (  )  0-1 Mereka ( ) 

 Little Zaqeph ( ) 0-2 Munach (  ) 

 Great Zaqeph (  ) None 

 Segolta (  )  0-2 Munach (  ) 

 Shalsheleth ( |   ) None 

 Tebir ( )  0-4 Various 

 Pashta (   )  0-4 Various 

 Yeth ib ( )  None 

 Zarqa (  )  0-4 Various 

 Rebia (  )  0-3 Various 

 Geresh ( )  0-5 Various 

 Garshaim (  )  0-1 Munach (  ) 

 Great Telisha ( ) 0-5 Munach (  ) 

 Little Pazer ( ) 0-6 Munach (  ) 

 

29 The accents are listed in the order of their hierarchic rank, with substitute accents following the accent 

which they may replace.  
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 Great Pazer (  ) 2-6 Various 

 Legarmeh ( |   ) 0-1 Mereka ( ) 

 For those disjunctive accents that admit various conjunctives before them, an ordered rank 

exists among the admitted conjunctives. In Hebrew order, the ranks are as follows:30 

          Number of 

          Conjunctives Order of the Conjunctive Ranks  

 1  Disjunctive + I 

 2  Disjunctive + I + II/III 

   or  Disjunctive + I + II  

 3  Disjunctive + I + II + III 

 4  Disjunctive + I + II + III + III 

 5+  Disjunctive + I + II + III + III..+ (III)  

 A conjunctive in ordered rank I stands immediately before its governing disjunctive. A 

conjunctive in ordered rank II stands immediately before its companion in rank I, and a conjunctive 

in rank III stand immediately before its companion in ranks I or II. A conjunctive of rank III may 

be repeated when there are more than three conjunctives. Except for Great Pazer (  ), the service 

of disjunctive accents by their admissible conjunctives (servants) is optional. But if conjunctives 

are used, they must appear in their ordered rank; those of lower ordered rank may not be used 

without their following companions of higher rank (the law of favoritism). Thus, a conjunctive of 

ordered rank II must be followed by its companion of rank I. For musical reasons, some conjunc-

tives of ordered rank I may be replaced by an alternate.  

 Several additional observations are of interest. The disjunctive accents of highest hierarchic 

rank admit the least number of preceding conjunctives. The emperor, Soph Pasuq (), admits none. 

Kings and princes admit a sequence of no more than two of the same kind of conjunctive. Dukes 

and Geresh ( ) among the counts admit sequences of specific conjunctives in ordered ranks; 

whereas the other counts admit longer sequences of only one kind of conjunctive.  

 Mereka ( ) serves exclusively as a conjunctive for accents governing near subordinate 

segments, never repeating. Munach   (  ) serves exclusively as a conjunctive for accents governing 

remote subordinate segments, or exclusively in ordered rank III, frequently repeating. Table 22.1 

defines the ordered rank of the conjunctives with respect to their associated disjunctive.  

 

30 The Roman numerals indicate the ordered rank, and stand in the position occupied by the conjunctive 

accent of that rank, in Hebrew order. See Table 11 for further explanation.  
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22.7.2 Interpreting the Prose Accents  

 Although some accents are easy to interpret, the tension between the rules that govern the 

placement of the accents and the syntax of the language itself causes the interpretation of the ac-

cents to be difficult at times. The interpretation of the conjunctive accents and disjunctive accents 

is discussed separately.  

Table 22.1 

    Ordered Ranks of the Conjunctives (Servants)   

 Disjunctive                              Ordered Rank      

 Accent                I       II     III  

   Regular Alternate 

 Rebia (  ) Munach (  ) ———— Darga (    ) Munach (  ) 

 Tebir ( ) Darga (    ) Mereka ( ) Azla (   ) ———— 

 Pashta (   ) Mahpak (    ) Mereka ( ) Azla (   ) ————- 

 Zarqa (  ) Munach (  ) Mereka ( ) Azla (   ) ————- 

 Geresh ( ) Azla (   ) ————- L. Telisha(   ) Munach(  ) 

 G. Pazer (  ) Galgal (    ) ————- Munach(  ) Munach(  ) 

 The Conjunctive Accents. Conjunctive accents join words that are closely related syntacti-

cally. The following are examples of syntactic relationships that usually involve conjunctive ac-

cents:  

 (1) Two nouns in apposition; 

 (2) Two nouns joined by a conjunction and forming a compound part of speech;  

 (3) A substantive with its modifier, such as: 

  (a) a substantive with an adjectival modifier; 

  (b) a substantive with a relative pronoun;  

  (c) a substantive with an adverbial modifier; 

 (4) A construct noun with its following absolute noun; 

 (5) Two verbs in the same grammatical construction. 

 Conjunctive accents are usually used to join constructions like the above, but when the 

constructions are too long for the allowable number of conjunctives, then disjunctives must be 

used in spite of the grammatical syntax.  

 The Disjunctive Accents. The disjunctive accents usually mark places in a verse where syn-

tactic division is expected. This is nearly always true in the case of the remote disjunctive accents, 

but less often in the case of near disjunctives.  



Chapter 22 The Accents  

 

 

659 

 

 The emperor and kings mark the strongest divisions. Every verse in the Prose Books is 

closed by Soph Pasuq (the emperor) which marks the end of the verse; it governs the domain of 

the whole verse. The kings (Silluq and Athnach) govern the two main segments of a verse. The 

division is usually determined by logical or syntactical relations. Thus, for example, in English 

order, the two segments may consist of:  

  Athnach  Segment Silluq  Segment 

  Clause   Clause 

  Subject  Predicate 

  Subject + Verb Object 

  Object   Verb + Subject 

  Adverbial Phrase Clause 

  Vocative  Clause 

  Phrase   Phrase 

Example 1 (Gen. 1:1) 

                SOP                   

            SIL  ATH  


                                  

In the beginning God created / the heavens and the earth. 

 

 In this example the Athnach (   ) segment consists of the subject plus the verb phrase, and 

the Silluq (  ) segment consists of a compound object.  

Example 2 (Gen. 1:3) 

         SOP               

 

         SIL        ATH 

 

                             
Then God said, “Let there be light”; / and there was light. 

 In this example the Athnach (   ) segment consists of an action clause, and the Silluq ( ) 
segment consists of a result clause.  

 The princes—Zaqeph (  ), Segolta (   ), and Tiphcha (  )—divide the major segments into 

secondary segments. At times Segolta (  ) may govern the first remote segment in the domain of 

Athnach (   ), otherwise Zaqeph (  ) governs it. There may be more than one Zaqeph (  ) segment. 

Tiphcha ( ) always governs the last (near) secondary segment, but from the next-to-last word-
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unit. A Tiphcha ( ) segment may stand alone. These secondary segments should be interpreted as 

being on an equal par syntactically, logically, or rhetorically.  

Example 1 (Gen. 1:2) 

     SOP              

     SIL   ATH 

    Sil         TIP          ZAQ  

 

                                 . . . . 
And the Spirit of God / was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 In this example the Silluq (  ) segment consists of a clause. The subject is contained in a 

Zaqeph (  ) segment, and the predicate is contained in the Tiphcha segment.31 

Example 2 (Gen. 2:5) 

      SOP 

   SIL                                  ATH 

        Sil           TIP           ZAQ                     ZAQ 

 

                                               . . . . 

           For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, / 

           and there was no man / to till the ground. 

 In this example the Silluq (  ) segment consists of three clauses: two independent clauses, 

the second with a dependent infinitive clause of purpose. The first two are contained in Zaqeph ( 

 ) segments, and the last in the Tiphcha () segment. The first is longer than the others, but evi-

dently on about the same par rhetorically.  

Example 3 (Gen. 3:1) 

      SOP                            

    SIL                             ATH 

       Sil      TIP            ZAQ                ZAQ                      ZAQ 

 

                                           . . . 

 

31 As stated above, Tiphcha governs its segment from the next-to-last word unit—that is, its segment includes 

the word unit bearing the Silluq, but a near disjunctive accent cannot stand on the same word unit as the superior 

accent that governs its domain. Therefore, it must govern its own domain from the position adjacent to its superior 

officer. This is true of all near disjunctive accents, as explained and illustrated in a later section.  
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              And he said to the woman, / “Has God indeed said, / 

              ‘You shall not eat / of every tree of the garden’?” 

 In this example the Silluq (  ) segment contains four secondary segments: three clauses 

plus a dependent adverbial phrase of source. The first three are contained in Zaqeph (  ) segments, 

and the last in the Tiphcha (  ) segment.  

Example 4 (Gen. 1:5) 

              SOP                    

 SIL         ATH 

     Ath           TIP                   ZAQ  

 

 . . .                                
 And God called the light Day, / and the darkness He called Night. 

 In this example the Athnach (  ) segment consists of two independent clauses. The first is 

contained in a Zaqeph (  ) segment, and the last is in the Tiphcha (  ) segment.32 

 The dukes—Tebir ( ), Pashta (  ), Zarqa ( ), and Rebia   ( )—divide the secondary 

segments into tertiary segments. In the domain of a prince, Rebia (  ) governs the remote segments; 

and a Tebir (  ), Pashta (   ), or Zarqa (   ) governs the near segment, depending on the prince 

governing the domain. A Tebir (  ), Pashta (   ), or Zarqa (   ) segment may stand alone. These 

segments should be regarded as being on about equal par syntactically, logically, or rhetorically.  

Example 1 (Gen. 1:14) 

                 SOP                          

              ATH 

        Ath          TIP       G-ZAQ  ZAQ  

               PASH    REB 

                                                   
 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens / 

    to divide / the day from the night .”  

 In this example the first Zaqeph (  ) segment consists of two clauses. The first is contained 

in a Rebia ( ) segment, and the second in a Pashta (   ) segment.33 The second Zaqeph segment is 

marked with Great Zaqeph—a substitute for Zaqeph when the segment is short.  

 

32 The Tiphcha segments includes the word unit bearing the Athnach for the same reason that it included the 

word unit bearing Silluq. See footnote 30.  

33 Pashta, being a near disjunctive, its segment includes the word unit bearing the Zaqeph.  
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Example 2 (Gen. 1:28) 

                     SOP                        

                    ATH 

   Ath                                TIP                                                       SEG  

    TEB  REB 

                                                    
 Then God blessed them, / 

     and God said to them, / “Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the earth / 

     and subdue it;  .”   

 In this example a Tiphcha (  ) segment contains two clauses: the first introduces the second 

which has a compound verb phrase. The first clause is contained in a Rebia (  ) segment, and the 

second in a Tebir (  ) segment.34 

 The counts—Geresh ( ), Great Telisha (), and Pazer ( )—divide the domain of the 

dukes into subordinate segments. Telisha ( ) or Pazer  ( ) govern the remote segments. More 

than one Pazer ( ) segment may occur. The near segment is governed by Geresh ( ). These 

segments should be regarded as on about equal par syntactically, logically, or rhetorically.  

 Influences of Poetic Structure. On the other hand, the accentual division of a verse may be 

determined by poetic meter rather than by purely syntactical considerations. Often poetic structure 

is dominant (even in so-called prose), so that the primary disjunctives—Silluq (  ) and Athnach ( 

 )—and  even the  secondary  disjunctives—Zaqeph (  ),  Segolta (   ), and Tiphcha  (  )—may 

mark the end of poetic lines. This may occur even when the logical or syntactical points of division 

do not coincide with the ends of the poetic lines.  

Example 1 (Exod. 15:2-5) 

                         
                               

                       
                         

                       
                              

                   (2) The LORD is my strength and song, / 

                          And He has become my salvation; // 

                       He is my God, and I will praise Him; / 

                          My father’s God, and I will exalt Him. // 

                   (3) The LORD is a man of war; //  

 

34 Tebir, being a near disjunctive, its segment includes the word unit bearing Tiphcha.  
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                          the LORD is His name. // 

                   (4) Pharaoh’s chariots and his army 

                          He has cast into the sea; // 

                       His chosen captains also 

                          are drowned in the Red Sea. // 

                   (5) The depths have covered them; // 

                          They sank to the bottom like a stone.// 

 In example 1 above, verse two contains two poetic lines each half of which consists of one 

or two short clauses; the ends of the poetic lines are marked by kings—Athnach ( ) and Silluq   ( 

 )—and the end of the first half of each line is marked by a remote prince—Zaqeph ( ). Verse 

three contains only one poetic line, so the ends of the half-lines are marked by kings. Verse four 

contains two poetic lines, each consisting of a single clause; so the ends of the lines are marked by 

kings.  

Example 2 (Exod. 34:6-7) 

                       
                       

                       
                                

           
                              

               

            (6) And the LORD passed before him / and proclaimed, // 

                “The LORD, the LORD, / the merciful and gracious God, // 

                Longsuffering, / and abounding in kindness and truth, // 

            (7) Keeping mercy for thousands, / 

                   forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, // 

                By no means clearing (the guilty), / 

                Visiting the iniquity of the fathers / 

                   upon the children and the children’s children / 

                To the third and the fourth generation.”  // 

 The verses of example 2 above, although contained in a so-called prose passage, exhibit 

poetic structure. Verse six contains three poetic lines. The first two lines consist of an Athnach (  ) 
segment; the first line is its remote Segolta (   ) segment which introduces the declaration of the 

divine name; and the second line consists of its near Tiphcha (  ) segment. The third consists of 

the Silluq ( ) segment. Each line has two half-lines. In the second line, the first half-line, a Zaqeph 

(  ) segment, contains a double declaration of the name      separated by Paseq ( | ) [in BHK but 

not BHS]; and the second, a Tiphcha ( ) segment, contains an appositive with a compound adjec-

tival modifier. The third line contains two additional compound adjectival modifiers, one in each 

half-line. Apart from the influence of the poetic structure [which requires an Athnach (  ) to set 
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off the poetic line], the Athnach (  ) should be a Zaqeph (  ) [on purely syntactic grounds], because 

it is unnatural to have such a strong disjunctive between adjectival phrases modifying the same 

word.  

 Verse seven has four poetic lines, the first and third lines containing two half-lines. The 

first two lines together with the first half of line three contain four participle clauses, parallel in 

thought and grammatical form; and the last half of line three together with line four contain two 

adverbial phrases, parallel in thought and form, modifying the fourth participle clause. The Ath-

nach (  ) segment contains the first two participle clauses (which make positive statements), and 

the Silluq ( ) segment contains the last two (which make negative statements) along with the two 

adverbial phrases. Apart from the influence of the poetic structure the Silluq ( ) segment surely 

would be divided differently.  

 The remote disjunctives—Athnach (  ), Zaqeph (  ), Segolta (   ), Rebia ( ), Great Teli-

sha ( ), and Pazer ()—rest on the last word of the domain they govern. Thus they unambigu-

ously mark a place of division in the verse. The same is not true for the near disjunctives—Silluq 

(  ), Tiphcha ( ), Tebir ( ), Pashta (  ), Zarqa (  ), and Geresh ( ). Except for Silluq ( ), 
these accents cannot rest on the last word of the domain they govern, because their immediate 

superior is already there governing the domain of a larger segment that also ends with that word. 

Therefore, they must of necessity stand one word-unit short of the end of their domain, and then 

govern their own subordinate segments from that position. From an analytical and syntactical point 

of view, these disjunctives pose several problems.  

 Replacing a Conjunctive. One problem is that a near disjunctive accent may occur where a 

conjunctive accent is expected syntactically. For example, Silluq (  ) and Tiphcha (  ) may be 

served, at the most, by only one conjunctive, Mereka ( ); and Athnach (  ), Zaqeph (  ), and 

Segolta () may be served, at the most, by only one conjunctive, Munach  (  ).35 Thus when a 

segment ends with a compound phrase requiring more conjunctive accents than is permitted, the 

near subordinate disjunctive must occur of necessity where syntax (or logic) expects a conjunctive.  

  

 

35 Two Munachs may occur on rare occasions in places where two short words could (and probably should) 

have been joined by Maqqeph.  
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Example 1 (Gen. 47:9) 

נִֵ֣י  מֵי  שְׁ ה יְׁ עֵֹ֔ אמֶר יַעֲקבֹ  אֶל־פַרְׁ ִֹ֤ יוַי גורֵַ֔  מְׁ

אַֹ֖   ים ומְׁ לֹשִֵ֥  ת שָנֵָּ֑ה שְׁ

י   נִֵ֣י חַיֵַ֔ מֵי  שְׁ ים הָיו  יְׁ רָעִָ֗ ט וְׁ עִַ֣  מְׁ

ם׃    גורֵיהֶֶֽ י מְׁ י   בִימֵֹ֖ נֵי  חַיִֵ֣י אֲבתֵַֹ֔ מֵי  שְׁ יגו אֶת־יְׁ א הִשִָ֗ ִֹ֣ ל  וְׁ

                   And Jacob said to Pharaoh, / 

                   “The days of the years of my pilgrimage 

                      are one hundred and thirty years; // 

                   few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, / 

                   and they have not attained  

                      to the days of the years of the life of my father’s / 

                   in the days of their pilgrimage.”// 

 In this example the phrase     (thirty and a hundred of years) is the near 

subordinate Tiphcha (  ) segment of the Athnach ( ) segment. Syntactically the phrase should be 

one unit, and particularly the construct     should be joined with ; but Tiphcha ( ) divides 

them. This is because, in the rules of the accents, Tiphcha (  ) must stand on the first or second 

word before Athnach (  ) regardless of syntax or logic. In interpreting this accentuation, the 

Tiphcha ( ) should be understood to close its segment on the same word with Athnach ( ) (which 

closes its larger segment with the same word), and to stand in place of a conjunctive accent.  

 Also in this verse, the phrases י גורֵַ֔ נִֵ֣י מְׁ מֵי  שְׁ  and (the days of the years of my pilgrimage) יְׁ

י נִֵ֣י חַיֵַ֔ מֵי  שְׁ are the Pashta (  (the days of the years of my life) יְׁ  ) segments of Zaqeph (  ) segments. 

Syntactically the phrases each should be one unit, particularly because the words constitute a string 

of construct forms which should not be divided. But Pashta (   ) divides the first from the last two. 

This is because, in the rules of the accents, Pashta (   ) must stand on the first or second word 

before Zaqeph (  ) regardless of syntax or logic. In interpreting the accentuation of this verse, the 

Pashta (  ) should be understood to close its segment on the same word with Zaqeph (  ), and to 

stand in place of a conjunctive accent. See Genesis 40:7 where Tebir stands on a construct form; 

the explanation is similar. 
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22.8 Accents Used in the Books of Poetry 

 The following is a list of the accents used in the three Books of Poetry. They are listed and 

numbered according to the list provided as a companion to BHK.36 

Disjunctive Accents 

           Name ................................................................................................ Example 

     (1) Silluq (    ) ...........................................................................................     
     (2) Ole WeYored (        ) ....................................................................     
     (3) Athnach (    ) .....................................................................................      
     (4) Great Rebia (       ) .......................................................................     
     (5) Rebia Mugrash (        ) .................................................................     
     (6) Great Shalsheleth (        ) ........................................................     
     (7) Sinnor (    ) (postpositive) ....................................................................     
     (8) Little Rebia (       ) ........................................................................     
     (9) Dechi (   ) (prepositive) ........................................................................     
     (10) Pazer (   ) ............................................................................................     
     (11) Mahpak Legarmeh (        ) ......................................................     
     (12) Azla Legarmeh (         ) .............................................................     

Conjunctive Accents 

            Name Example 

     (13) Munach (   ).......................................................................................     
     (14) Mereka (    ) .....................................................................................     
     (15) Illuy (    ) ............................................................................................     
     (16) Tarcha (    ) ......................................................................................     
     (17) Galgal (   ) ........................................................................................     
     (18) Mahpak (   ) ....................................................................................     
     (19) Azla (    ) ...........................................................................................     
     (20) Little Shalsheleth (        ) ........................................................     
     (21) Sinnorit Mereka (          ) ..........................................................     
     (22) Sinnorit Mahpak (          ) .........................................................    
     (23) Paseq (   ) ..........................................................................................    

Paseq is not on the standard list of accents, but it must be included in any discussion of 

them. It is not a conjunctive accent as its position in the list implies; nor does it mark a stressed 

 

36 Erl הuterung der Accente zu Kittels Biblia Hebraica, Privileg. Bibelanstalt, Stuttgart. Some authorities have 

used different names for some of the accents. These are not regarded as important for this work. Consult Wickes for 

more detail.  
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syllable as do most of the other accents. But it does call for a slight pause in imitation of a weak 

disjunctive accent. 

22.8.1 The Laws of the Poetic Accents 

 The accents used in the Books of Poetry follow laws similar to those used in the Prose 

Books. The following sections discuss the differences.  

 The Laws of Hierarchic Governance. As in the case of the accents used in the Prose Books, 

the disjunctive accents used in the Books of Poetry are subject to hierarchic order, but the hierarchy 

is somewhat different. The hierarchic order among the accents in the Poetical Books has the fol-

lowing hierarchic ranks:  

 Rank   Disjunctive Accents 

 Emperor  Silluq ( )37 

 Kings   Rebia Mugrash (   ), Athnach (  ), Ole WeYored (   )  
 Princes  Dechi ( ), Sinnor (   ), Great Rebia (  ) 
 Duke   Pazer ( ) 

 Count   Legarmeh ( | ) or ( | ) 

 The disjunctive accents used in the Poetical Books observe rules of governance similar to 

those used in the Prose Books with minor differences. The following table lists the governance of 

each disjunctive accent.  

     Defined Subordinate 

 Rank Disjunctive Near Remote 
 Emperor Silluq () Rebia Mug.( ) Athnach()/ 

    Ole WeYored ()38 

 Kings Rebia Mug. () Dechi () Great Rebia ( ) 
  Athnach () Dechi () Great Rebia ( ) 
  Ole WeYored  () Sinnor () Great Rebia ( ) 
 Princes Dechi () Legarmeh Pazer () 

  Sinnor () Legarmeh Pazer () 

  Great Rebia ( ) Legarmeh Pazer () 

 Duke Pazer () Legarmeh Empty 

 Count Legarmeh (| ) Empty Empty 

     The domain of the hierarchy may be illustrated by the following diagram (in Hebrew order): 

 

37 Unlike the accents of the Prose Books, Soph Pasuq does not govern its own segments. In the Poetical 

Books Silluq governs the entire verse.  

38 In the domain of Silluq, only one Athnach/Ole WeYored segment may occur. If two are required, the first 

is an Ole WeYored segment and the second is an Athnach segment.  
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VERSE 

Emperor 

(Silluq) 

         Near King          Remote King 

    (Rebia Mugrash)   (Athnach/ Ole WeYored) 

 Near Prince       Remote Prince    Near Prince         Remote Prince 

   (Dechi)            (G. Rebia)   (Dechi/Sinnor)  (G. Rebia) 

   N-Duke R-Duke    N-Duke     R-Duke N-Duke    R-Duke    N-Duke   R-Duke 

   (Leg) (Paz)    (Leg)          (Paz) (Leg)      (Paz)        (Leg)    (Paz) 

 

 The Law of Substitution. Some of the disjunctive accents do not appear in the laws of hier-

archic governance, but serve the role of designated substitutes for some of the accents in those 

laws. In most instances substitution takes place when the regular segment is empty and the asso-

ciated disjunctive accent has no preceding conjunctives. The following is a list of the substitute 

segments and the segments which they replace:  

 Regular Segment  Substitute Segment 

 Rebia Mugrash (   )  Great Shalsheleth (|  ) 
 Sinnor (  )   Little Rebia ( )  

 The Law of Conjunctives. A sequence of words closely related grammatically and syntac-

tically is joined together by conjunctive accents; that is, the first and intermediate words in the 

sequence have conjunctive accents, and the last word has a disjunctive accent. As far as the gov-

ernance of the disjunctive accents is concerned, such a sequence of words functions as a single 

word (or word-unit); therefore, the presence of conjunctive accents has little or no effect on the 

syntax of the disjunctive accents.  

 On the other hand, a given disjunctive accent determines the number and kind of conjunc-

tive accents that may appear on the words conjoined preceding it. The following is a list of the 

number and kind of conjunctive accents that may precede each of the disjunctives: 

 Disjunctive  Number and Kind of  

 Accent   Permitted Conjunctive Accents 

 Silluq ( )  0-1 Munach (  )/Mereka (  )/Illuy (  ) 
 Rebia Mugrash (   ) 0-1 Mereka (  ) 
 Great Shalsheleth (|  ) 0-1 Mereka (  ) 
 Athnach (  )  0-1 Munach (  )/Mereka (  ) 
 Ole WeYored (   ) 0-1 Galgal (  ) )/ Mahpak (  ) 
 Dechi ( )  0-1 Munach (  ) 
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 Sinnor (  )  0-1 Munach (  )/Mereka (  ) 
 Little Rebia (  ) 0-1 Mereka (  ) 
 Great Rebia (  ) 0-1 Illuy (  )/Mahpak (  )/Sinnorit-Mahpak (    ) 
 Pazer ( )  0-1 Galgal (  ) 
 Azla Legarmeh (|  ) 0-1 Illuy (  )/Mahpak (  )/Sinnorit-Mahpak  (    ) 
 Mahpak-Legarmeh (| ) None 

 The law of conjunctives allows only one conjunctive to serve a given disjunctive. If more 

than two words occur in a close syntactical relationship, then Maqqeph () is employed to limit the 

sequence to two phonetic-units. In some instances this required Maqqeph () is lacking (usually 

after a one-syllable word when it is lacking); in such instances Mereka (  ) or Mahpak (  ) is used 

in lieu of the expected Maqqeph. This may result in two conjunctives before a given disjunctive in 

apparent violation of this law. But the law regards this use of Mereka (  ) and Mahpak (  ) as the 

equivalent of the Maqqeph for which they stand. For musical reasons, some of the conjunctive 

accents have alternates, depending on the rhythmic nature of the context.  

 Under appropriate musical conditions, the law of transformation (see below) converts cer-

tain disjunctives into their virtual form, in which case a conjunctive stands in place of the virtual 

disjunctive. Such transformations may produce sequences of two or more conjunctives before a 

given disjunctive in apparent violation of the law of conjunctives. However, any conjunctive ac-

cent that stands in place of a virtual disjunctive is regarded by this law as the equivalent of the 

disjunctive for which it stands.  

 The Law of Transformation. In the Prose Books, Geresh ( ) cannot stand very close to the 

disjunctive that governs it without being transformed into a Virtual Geresh which has a conjunctive 

standing in its place. In such instances the transformed Geresh functions musically as a conjunc-

tive, while continuing to function syntactically as a disjunctive. In a similar fashion Rebia  (  ) is 

transformed into Pashta (   ) under certain conditions.  

 In the Books of Poetry, three of the near subordinate disjunctives—Rebia Mugrash (   ), 

Dechi ( ), and Legarmeh (|    or |  )—are subject to transformation into their virtual equivalent 

(a conjunctive). The transformations of all three have been confirmed to be simple and quite con-

sistent, even when they occur in sequence.  

22.8.2 Interpreting the Poetic Accents 

 In the Books of Poetry the use of the accents is more greatly influenced by poetic structure 

than in the Prose Books. This is particularly true for the kings—Rebia Mugrash (  ), Athnach 
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(  ), and Ole WeYored (   ). These high ranking accents are found most often marking the end of 

poetic lines.  

                   
                    

But his delight is in the law of the LORD,  

And in His law he meditates day and night. (Psa. 1:2) 

                    
                  

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, 

Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. (Psa. 1:5) 

              
             

               
You will show me the path of life; 

In Your presence is fullness of joy; 

At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. (Psa. 16:11) 

 In long verses containing numerous poetic lines the remote prince, Rebia (  ), is used to 

mark the end of some lines. When kings and princes are both used to mark poetic structure, their 

segments may be of equal par syntactically, logically, or rhetorically; although the kings some-

times may mark breaks of some greater significance. 

           
             

               
        

Pronounce them guilty, O God! 

Let them fall by their own counsels; 

Cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions, 

For they have rebelled against You. (Psa. 5:11) 

                
                

                  
                    

I also could speak as you do, 

If your soul were in my soul's place. 

I could heap up words against you, 

And shake my head at you. (Job 16:4) 

 In poetry, grammatical syntax and poetic structure are usually in harmony. So the accents 

can usually be expected to reflect the syntactic relationships as well as poetic structure. However, 

whenever grammatical syntax and poetic structure fail to harmonize, the accents usually agree with 
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the poetry rather than with the grammatical syntax. The interpreter must keep this in mind when 

working with difficult passages.  

 As in the Prose Books, the remote poetic disjunctives—Ole WeYored (   ), Athnach (  ), 
Great Rebia (  ), and Pazer (  )—unambiguously mark the end of the segments they govern. Again 

this is not true for the near disjunctives—Rebia Mugrash (  ), Dechi ( ), Sinnor  (  ), Little 

Rebia (  ), and Legarmeh (|   or   |  ). As in the case of the near disjunctives of the Prose Books, 

these accents may be found standing in place of an expected conjunctive accent. The interpreter 

should be careful not to attribute greater disjunctive value to the near disjunctives than their context 

allows.  

 Three near disjunctive accents—Rebia Mugrash (   ), Dechi (  ), and Legarmeh (|   or 

| )—are subject to transformation as described above. Whenever a disjunctive accent is served by 

more than one conjunctive accent, the condition can be explained by the law of transformation, or 

by the substitution of a conjunctive for Maqqeph with a one-syllable word. Whenever the laws of 

hierarchic governance expect the presence of a near disjunctive, it will be there virtually (as a 

transformed conjunctive). The interpreter should be mindful of these facts when working with 

apparent difficulties.  

22.9 Conclusion 

 The accents are helpful for discerning the interpretive tradition preserved by the ancient 

rabbis, and for resolving grammatical problems that would be difficult otherwise. Usually the dis-

junctive accents confirm grammatical breaks in the text, much like punctuation marks do in Eng-

lish; and the conjunctive accents mark words that are grammatically related. However, the laws 

that govern the accents are sometimes in disharmony with the grammar of the Hebrew language. 

In such instances the expositor needs to know the reason for such disharmony so that he does not 

misinterpret the intent of the accents. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 23 

Pausal Forms with Non-Pausal Accents1 

 It is well known that Hebrew words have both a pausal and non-pausal form, and that the 

pausal form of a word in the Hebrew Bible nearly always occurs when the word has a major dis-

junctive accent, either Athnach (  ) or Silluq (  ).2 These accents occur at syntactically and rhetor-

ically significant places in the text that influence exegesis. It is not so well known that the pausal 

form of words also occurs frequently with some of the other accents. An exhaustive computer 

analysis of the distribution of pausal forms among the various accents reveals that these pausal 

forms also occur at syntactically and rhetorically significant places.3 This suggests the possibility 

that pausal forms, when they occur with non-pausal accents,4 may have equal or greater signifi-

cance for rhetoric and exegesis than the associated accents have. The analysis also identified the 

words that have both a major and minor pausal form. This chapter deals with the implications of 

the distribution of pausal forms for translation and exegesis. 

 Hebrew words inflect according to the value of their grammatical attributes, usually having 

a specific spelling and pronunciation for each inflection a word may assume. In addition, when in 

 

1 The content of this chapter is a revision of a paper first presented at the Southeastern Regional Meeting of 

The Evangelical Theological Society, March 18, 2006. 

2 In the prose books, Athnach nearly always marks the major syntactic division of a verse, and Silluq always 

occurs on the last word of a verse. In the poetic books (Job, Psalms, and Proverbs), Ole WeYored or Athnach mark 

the major division and Silluq occurs on the last word. 

3 The electronic text of the Hebrew Bible used for this study was the Westminster Hebrew Morphology 

Database, Release 4.4, distributed by the Westminster Hebrew Institute of Westminster Theological Seminary, Phila-

delphia, PA. 

4 In this work, the term non-pausal accent means any accent other than Athnach and Silluq, or Ole WeYored, 

including conjunctive accents. 
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a pausal position,5 the spelling and pronunciation of many Hebrew words are altered from that of 

their normal inflected form. Such altered forms are known as pausal forms. 

 Because of morphological restraints, not all Hebrew words have an alternate pausal form; 

but for the many that do, the pausal alteration is usually the lengthening of a short or diminished 

vowel, the shifting of the accent, or both.6 For example, the word     becomes     in pause, 

experiencing both a lengthened vowel and shift of accent. 

                                    
And David was told what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done. (2 Sam. 21:11) 

                                        
Then she gave the savory food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 

(Gen. 27:17) 

 There are 34,718 unique morphological forms of the words in the Hebrew Bible.7 Of those, 

6,261 have both a normal form and a major pausal form. I anticipated that there would also be a 

number of words having minor pausal forms; that anticipation partly stimulated my interest in this 

study. But, as it turned out, only two have all three forms: normal (        ), major pause 

(       ), and minor pause (       ). Table 23.1 lists the distribution of pausal forms8 over 

Hebrew words. The table is arranged alphabetically by the first Hebrew letter of a word’s lemma. 

That is, the first horizontal row contains the statistics for all words whose dictionary form begins 

with aleph () and so forth. The first vertical column contains the total number of unique words 

for the given alphabetic group. The second column contains the number of those words having the 

normal form. The third lists the number having both a normal form and a major pausal form, and 

the fourth lists the number having all three forms.  

 According to these numbers, only 18% of Hebrew words in the Bible have major pausal 

forms. This percentage may seem low on first reflection, but some words are semantically destined 

to never be syntactically or rhetorically prominent. The same is true for certain grammatical forms 

 

5 A pausal position is a place in the flow of thought where a pause is appropriate. It usually occurs where 

syntactic or rhetorical division occurs. Disjunctive accents usually mark pausal positions. 

6 Paul Joüon, A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew, translated and revised by T. Muraoka (Rome: Pontifical Bib-

lical Institute, 1993), § 32. Wilhelm Gesenius, E. Kautzsch, and A. E. Cowley, Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar (Oxford: 

Clarendon Press, 1910), § 29 i-v. 

7 This quantity is based on the number of unique lemmas in the electronic database. A lemma consists of the 

dictionary form of a word plus a particular combination of its morphological codes.  

8 The table is a distribution of unique forms, not words. A unique form of a word is counted only once. A 

unique grammatical form of a given word may occur many times in the Bible. 
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such as constructs; they are grammatically bound to the word that follows, so they are never ex-

pected to coincide with syntactic division. 

Table 23.1 
Summary of Total Words by First Letter of the Lemma: 

 Total Normal Major Minor 

 Forms Form Pause Pause 

 2,574 2,134 439 1 

 1,918 1,540 378 0 

 1,170 957 213 0 

 788 636 152 0 

 747 597 150 0 

 14 10 4 0 

 681 576 105 0 

 2,562 2,049 513 0 

 369 303 66 0 

 2,309 1,860 449 0 

 1,358 1,094 264 0 

 765 604 161 0 

 3,026 2,475 551 0 

 2,634 2,203 431 0 

 868 714 154 0 

 2,594 2,138 455 1 

 1,345 1,125 220 0 

 931 762 169 0 

 1,559 1,321 238 0 

 1,805 1,508 297 0 

 767 628 139 0 

 3,109 2,543 566 0 

 825 678 147 0 

Total: 34,718 28,455 6,261 2 

 Table 23.2 displays the distribution of major pausal forms by part of speech. The first col-

umn of numbers indicates the total number of words having a major pausal form, including those 

with Silluq and Athnach. The second column includes only those with non-pausal accents. 
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Table 23.2 
Distribution of Major Pausal forms by Part of Speech 

Part of Speech 

All, Including Silluq & 

Athnach 

Non-Pausal 

Only 

Nouns 28,115 564 

Adjectives 2,245 34 

Adverbs 1,007 7 

Verbs 9,283 412 

Numbers 914 21 

Pronouns 676 72 

Prepositions9 3,129 83 

Interjections 112 5 

Negatives 11 0 

Interrogatives 8 0 

  10 294 6 

23.1 Pausal Forms in the Prose Books 

 Table 23.3 lists the distribution of the three types of word forms among the various accents 

for the prose books.11 The first vertical column of numbers lists the total number of words in their 

normal form that are marked with the associated accent. The second column lists the total number 

of words in their major pausal form that are marked with that accent; and the third column lists the 

total number of words in their minor pausal form. Table 23.3 reveals interesting departures from 

expectation.  

  

 

9 One does not expect a preposition to have a pausal form. However, these prepositions have pronoun suffixes 

that have a pausal form. The WTS morphological text does not separate pronoun suffixes from the words to which 

they are attached. So these should be counted as pronouns instead of prepositions. 

10 One does not expect  to have a pausal form. However, these have pronoun suffixes, and like the prepo-

sitions, they should be counted as pronouns. The WTS morphological text regards accusative pronouns as  plus a 

pronoun suffix. 

11 The prose books consist of all the books of the Old Testament except Job, Psalms, and Proverbs. These 

three books, called the books of poetry, have a different set of accents. In fact, the prose sections of Job (1:1-3:2, and 

42:7-17) contain the prose accents. 
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Table 23.3 
Distribution of Pausal Forms by Accent for the Prose Books 

 Accent Normal Major Minor 

 Name   Form Pause Pause  Total  

 

 1 Silluq 4 18,655 0 18,659 

 2 Athnach 8 17,268 0 17,276 

 3 Tiphcha 35,744 91 5 35,840 

 4 L-Zaqeph 24,801 595 23 25,419 

 5 G-Zaqeph 1,629 22 0 1,651 

 6 Segolta 915 0 0 915 

 7 G-Shalsheleth 4 3 0 7 

 8 Tebir 7,822 6 0 7,828 

 9 Pashta 19,121 16 2 19,139 

 10 Yethib 1,168 0 0 1,168 

 11 Zarqa 916 1 0 917 

 12 Rebia 8,775 87 2 8,864 

 13 Geresh 4,122 7 0 4,129 

 14 Garshaim 1,717 3 0 1,720 

 15 Pazer 843 3 0 846 

 16 G-Pazer 17 0 0 17 

 17 G-Telisha 1,142 0 0 1,142 

 18 Legarmeh 1,310 1 0 1,311 

 19 Munach 31,662 6 0 31,668 

 20 Mahpak 11,617 2 0 11,619 

 21 Mereka 28,652 0 0 28,652 

 22 Merikaim 14 0 0 14 

 23 Darga 3,262 0 0 3,262 

 24 Azla 6,886 0 0 6,886 

 25 L-Telisha 1,770 0 0 1,770 

 26 Galgal 16 0 0 16 

 Totals  193,937 36,766 32 230,735 

      Total  non-accented words = 154,608 

Normally one expects a major pausal form to occur with Silluq and Athnach; that happens 

all but 12 times in the prose books. Likewise, words in their pausal forms are not normally expected 

to occur with the other disjunctive accents, and particularly that is true with the conjunctive ac-

cents. But in spite of expectations, many pausal forms occur with non-pausal accents. This section 

discusses the syntactical and rhetorical significance of these unexpected departures in the Prose 

Books. Table 23.4 lists the minor pausal forms in the prose books. Only two words have both a 

major and minor pausal form.12 

 

 

12 The column of numbers to the right of the forms lists the number of times the form occurs, not including 

those listed in the first column. Throughout this chapter, initial begad kephat letters occur without Daggesh lene in 

the tables; the analysis software edited them out in order to facilitate the comparison of forms.  The references are 

listed in the full form used in the WTS electronic text: a two-digit abbreviation for the name of the book, then chapter 

number, verse number, word-unit number, and word number within word-unit, with no spaces. 
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Table 23.4 
List of Minor Pausal Forms with Pausal Accents for the Prose Books 

Word Lemma  
Normal 

Form 
 

Major 

Pause 
 

Minor 

Pause 
 

     )AT.FH@pi2ms 748     640     52     23 

     (AT.FH@Pd 435     400     10     9 

                             
                                 

“Then I will sow her for Myself in the earth, 

And I will have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy; 

Then I will say to those who were not My people, ‘You are My people!’ 

And they shall say, ‘You are my God!’” (Hos. 2:23). 

                                                         
                  

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 

to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. 

In this you have done foolishly; therefore from now on you shall have wars” (2 Chr. 16:9). 

 The following is a list of the number of verses that have one or more major pausal forms 

besides those with Silluq and Athnach: 
 

 One pausal form:  758 

 Two pausal forms:15  39 

 Three pausal forms:16  2 

 Four pausal forms:17  1 

 Total  800 

In all these places, the additional pausal form adds some rhetorical nuance to the word or phrase 

involved. 

 

13 Gen. 3:19; 22:12; 29:15; 32:18; 49:3; Exod. 33:3; Jdgs. 12:5; 1 Sam. 17:33; 20:8; 30:13; 2 Sam. 15:2, 19; 

1 Kgs. 1:42; 2 Kgs. 9:25; Isa. 41:9; 44:21; Jer. 2:27; 17:17; Hos. 2:25; Hab. 2:16; 1 Chr. 28:3; 2 Chr. 14:10; Ezr. 9:15. 

14 Gen. 46:34; Jdgs. 11:7; Isa. 48:6; Jer. 3:4; Ezek. 4:14; Hag. 2:3; 2 Chr. 16:9; Ruth 2:7; Dan. 10:17.  

15 Gen. 27:36; Exod. 7:28; Num. 18:1; 18:2; Deut. 2:7; 5:16; 32:13; 33:29; Jdgs. 7:4; 2 Sam. 14:7; 24:13; 1 

Kgs. 12:32; 18:12; 20:18; Isa. 28:10, 13; 45:14; Jer. 5:22; 9:2; 32:23; Ezek. 2:6; 10:11; 11:20; 12:2; 14:16; 17:22; 

26:16; 40:4; 44:5; Hos. 10:6; Amos 1:2; 7:14; Zech. 12:12, 13; 1 Chr. 20:1; Eccl. 5:5; Est. 3:12; 9:15; Nah. 9:26. 

16 1 Sam. 1:11; Isa. 65:1. 

 17 Deut. 13:5. 
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 The pausal form of the word       occurs 37 times (ten times in Genesis). It occurs with 

various non-pausal accents when the quotation it introduces begins immediately, without    .18 

The phrase      occurs 22 times in the Prose Books, always with the pausal form    , with 

various accents. 

23.1.1 Silluq and Athnach 

 Table 23.5 lists the 12 instances where a normal form occurs with a pausal accent: Four 

times it occurs with Silluq,19 and eight times with Athnach.20 These are unusual deviations from 

the norm that seem not to have any effect on interpretation; no alternative pausal forms occur in 

these verses. 

23.1.2 Tiphcha 

 Tiphcha is the near disjunctive companion of Zaqeph, being subordinate to Silluq and Ath-

nach. It is the musical foretone for Athnach and Silluq, and by the laws of accentuation, it must 

stand on the first or second word before those accents. If a syntactic division is due on the first or 

second word before Athnach or Silluq, Tiphcha stands in place of an expected disjunctive accent, 

regardless of its hierarchy. Thus, if the main syntactic division of a verse occurs at the Tiphcha 

slot, Tiphcha stands in place of Athnach and evokes the pausal form Athnach would receive.21 The 

same is true for disjunctive accents of lower hierarchic level, but without the pausal form of course. 

  

 

18 Gen. 16:8; 18:29; 20:4; 24:12; 27:36; 28:17; 33:5; 43:29; 47:30; 48:9; Exod. 2:14; 32:5; Deut. 33:2; Judg. 

6:18; 8:19; 15:18; 1 Sam. 3:18; 7:12; 2 Sam. 19:27; 1 Kgs. 8:23; 17:10; 17:11; 2 Kgs. 1:8; 2:14; 6:17, 18; 13:14; Isa. 

38:3; Amos 1:2; Jon. 3:4; 4:2; 2 Chr. 6:14;; Job 1:7; 2:2; Dan. 8:16; 9:22. 

19 Exod. 15:7*; Deut. 17:3, 1 Sam. 1:7; Neh. 5:14*. Those marked with * are noted in the Masorah. 

20 Gen. 45:2; Exod. 8:24; Judg. 19:5, 7; 1 Sam. 15:27; Isa. 33:11; Ezek. 1:20; Eccl. 5:9.   

21 William Wickes, Two Treatises on the Accentuation of the Old Testament (New York: KTAV Publishing 

House, 1970), II 61. However, 56 times Athnach appears on the first word unit before Silluq. These are the only 

exceptions where Tiphcha fails before Silluq. Gen. 1:3, 7, 9, 11, 15, 24, 30; 3:3; 5:5, 8, 11, 14, 5:17; 20, 27, 31; 9:29; 

27:23; 33:4; 41:21, 47; 42:20; Exod. 14:4; 23:23; 26:23; 36:7; 36:28; 39:24; Lev. 13:18; 18:20; 21:4; Num. 10:28; 

15:21; 31:20; Deut. 22:28; Josh. 18:17; Judg. 13:18; 1 Sam. 25:9; 2 Sam. 10:4; 1 Kgs. 4:9; 13:27; 18:14; 2 Kgs. 15:12; 

Jer. 28:10; 41:13; 51:34; Ezek. 16:17; Hos. 11:6; Mich. 6:3; Hag. 2:5; Zech. 8:15; 1 Chr. 19:4; 2 Chr. 26:9; 32:3; Ruth 

4:2; Nah. 8:11. 
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List of Normal Forms with Pausal Accents for the Prose Books 

Word Lemma  
Normal 

Form 
 

Major 

Pause 
 

Minor 

Pause 
 

      )KL@vqi3fs 21      12      5 none 0 

      )KL@vqp1cs 10       7       1 none 0 

    B.:KIY@ncmsa 23     14     5 none 0 

     HLK@vqc 109     93     4 none 0 

      CWH@vpp1cs 34      29      2 none 0 

   QA$@ncmsa 16    11    2 none 0 

      T.:BW.)FH@ncfsa 4       2       1 none 0 

                                         
So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, 

and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.” (Gen 3:10) 

                     
And He said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” (Exod. 33:14) 

 Tiphcha ordinarily does not evoke a pausal form, but occasionally the word it marks is in 

its pausal form for rhetorical reasons, granting special attention to the syntax or semantics at its 

place in the verse. Tiphcha occurs with a major pausal form in this fashion 91 times in the prose 

books. It occasionally bears a pausal form in all the following cases: it marks the main division of 

a verse in which case it stands in place of Athnach.29 It divides a Silluq segments as follows: (1) it 

 

22 1 Sam. 1:7.  

23 Neh. 5:14.  

24 Gen. 45:2.  

25 Exod. 8:24; Judg. 19:5, 7; 1 Sam. 15:27; Ezek. 1:20. 

26 Deut. 17:3.  

27 Exod. 15:7; Isa. 33:11.  

28 Eccl. 5:9.  

 29 Num. 9:2; Deut. 6:9; 11:20; 2 Sam. 1:1; Isa. 42:6; 2 Chr. 25:6; Neh. 1:2. 
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divides two clauses;30 (2) it divides a clause from a phrase;31 (3) it divides two phrases;32 (4) it 

divides two phrases after Zaqeph;33 it marks the end of a clause in a sequence of clauses.34 It 

divides an Athnach segment as follows: (1) it divides two clauses;35 (2) it marks the end of a clause 

in a series of clauses;36 (3) it divides a clause from a phrase;37 and (4) it divided two phrases.38 

Finally, it marks the word preceding a final vocative.39 

23.1.3 Little Zaqeph 

 Little Zaqeph is the remote disjunctive accent in the domain of Athnach and Silluq, occur-

ring 595 times with a major pausal form. It is followed 286 times by the conjunction Waw, indi-

cating the end of a clause or phrase—40 times it is Waw consecutive with an imperfect verb,40 and 

76 times it is Waw consecutive with a perfect verb.41 In the other 170 instances the word following 

 

30 Gen. 3:10; 27:38; Exod. 21:31; 33:14; Lev. 20:13, 16, 20; Deut. 212:10; Jdgs. 17:1; 19:28; 2 Sam. 2:23; 

14:5; 1 Kgs. 13:16; 20:18; Isa. 65:13, 24; Hos. 4:17; 7:11; Joel 2:8; Zech. 8:13; Lam. 3:30. 

31 Lev. 16:32; 2 Sam. 7:24; 1 Kgs. 5:31; Jer. 1:8; 8:1; 9:2; 13:13; 15:20; 31:14; 50:10; Ezek. 32:29; Amos 

7:14; 1 Chr. 26:9; 28:1; Neh. 13:20. 

32 Exod. 39:28; Num. 13:2; 35:16, 17, 18; Isa. 24:4; 1 Chr. 15:8, 9. 

33 2 Chr. 28:13; Est. 3:15. 

34 Deut. 13:5. 

35 Deut. 13:5; 26:2; Isa. 9:9; 14:27. 

36 2 Kgs. 15:10; Ruth 3:13. 

37 Isa. 30:20; 38:10; Jer. 23:23; Hos. 9:9; 1 Chr. 17:22; Est. 5:12. 

38 Gen. 15:14; Jdgs. 21:15; Isa. 5:9; 13:3; 22:14.  

39 Gen. 27:34. 

40 Gen. 27:25; 29:33; 32:30; 35:10, 22; Deut. 13:14; 32:13; Josh. 5:14; Judg. 3:19; 11:38; 12:5; 19:18; 1 Sam. 

28:17, 21; 2 Sam. 1:7; 4:12; 12:3; 13:10; 17:20; 20:17; 1 Kgs. 21:27; 2 Kgs. 4:6; 10:15; 11:12; 12:22; 19:1; 23:34; 

Isa. 24:18; 37:1; 42:25; 57:20; 66:2; Jer. 35:17; Amos 2:4; Hab. 2:5; Mal. 3:16; 2 Chr. 26:2; 28:5; Lam. 2:4; 3:53. 

41 Note that the WTS Morf4.4 morphological text no longer encodes Waw consecutive with perfect. I have 

assumed that all the following are Waw consecutive with perfect without actually verifying all of them: Gen. 24:40; 

26:10, 24; 40:13; Exod. 4:9; 4:14; 4:21; 6:7; 32:12; Lev. 9:7; 19:18; 27:8; 27:27; Num. 18:2; Deut. 6:15, 18; 7:15, 24, 

26; 17:14; 20:12; 21:13; 22:2, 7; 23:22, 25, 26; 24:5; 33:20; Judg. 13:15; 19:9; 1 Sam. 1:11; 16:2; 20:13; 24:5, 13; 

28:22; 2 Sam. 12:8, 11; 14:7; 1 Kgs. 1:47; 8:33; 13:18; 18:12; 20:28; 2 Kgs. 6:2; 9:1; Isa. 14:21; Jer. 5:22; 6:5; 16:19; 

22:14; 29:28; Ezek. 3:11, 26; 5:4; 17:23; 26:16; 28:7; 38:10; Hos. 10:6; 13:4; Amos 1:14; 9:14; Zep. 1:13; Zech. 3:4; 

6:12; 8:10; 11:5; 12:1; 2 Chr. 6:24; Ruth 3:9; Eccl. 5:5; 11:10; Dan. 9:11; Nah. 1:11.  
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the Waw is not a verb. It occurs with the pausal form      14 times.42 It is followed 7 times by 

  , introducing a relative pronoun modifier.43 

 Zaqeph with a pausal form divides an Athnach segment in half 178 times, and a Silluq 

segment 234 times. Zaqeph with a pausal form is one of two Zaqephs in an Athnach segment 100 

times; the pausal form with Zaqeph appears prior to the non-pausal form with Zaqeph 62 times; 

and the non-pausal form with Zaqeph appears prior to the pausal form with Zaqeph 38 times.44 

Twice a Zaqeph with a pausal form is one of three in an Athnach segment.45 

                                       
He burns half of it in the fire; With this half he eats meat; He roasts a roast, and is satisfied. (Isa. 44:16) 

                                 
If he has oppressed the poor and needy, Robbed by violence, Not restored the pledge (Ezek. 18:12) 

                                                     
“When you go back to Egypt, see that you do all those wonders before Pharaoh  

which I have put in your hand.” (Exod. 4:21) 

 Zaqeph with a pausal form is one of two in a Silluq segment 76 times; the pausal form with 

Zaqeph appears prior to the non-pausal form with Zaqeph 65 times; and the non-pausal form with 

Zaqeph appears prior to the pausal form with Zaqeph 17 times.46 Seven times the Zaqeph with a 

pausal form is one of three in a Silluq segment.47 

                                        
I awakened you under the apple tree. There your mother brought you forth; 

There she who bore you brought you forth. (Song 8:5) 

 In support of his law of continuous dichotomy, William Wickes stated: “In certain cases, 

indeed, the same accent is repeated in the division of the clauses; but, from the very nature of the 

 

42 Gen. 18:29; 28:17; Exod. 2:14; 32:5; Judg. 15:18; 1 Kgs. 17:10, 11; 2 Kgs. 6:17, 18; 13:14; Jon. 3:4; Job 

1:7; 2:2; Dan. 8:16. 

43 Gen. 30:2; Exod. 32:11; Lev. 16:23; Num. 22:26; 1 Kgs. 6:12; Eccl. 8:12; Nah. 9:26. 

44 Gen. 27:36; Exod. 3:11; 4:21; Lev. 16:23; Num. 18:1; Deut. 20:19; 33:29; Judg. 7:2; 19:19; 1 Sam. 1:15; 

15:33; 17:43; 20:13; 1 Kgs. 13:8; Isa. 4:1; 44:16; 45:14; Jer. 2:19; 5:17; 24:7; 48:11; Ezek. 7:12; 12:19; 15:7; 17:23; 

18:12; 20:18; Hos. 3:4; Amos 4:7; 7:14; 8:10; Mich. 2:13; Hab. 3:8; Zech. 10:2; 2 Chr. 32:21; Est. 9:13, 15; Nah. 

9:26. 

45 Jer. 24:7; Nah. 1:11. 

46 Gen. 42:36; Exod. 18:14; 1 Sam. 17:28; 2 Sam. 14:19; 1 Kgs. 5:19; Jer. 22:14; 42:11; Ezek. 17:22; 18:13; 

37:23; 41:24; Jon. 1:8; Zech. 12:12; 2 Chr. 17:14; Song 5:2; 8:5; Nah. 9:27. 

47 1 Sam. 28:21; 2 Sam. 14:19; 2 Kgs. 14:10; Joel 4:4; 2 Chr. 17:14; 25:19; Nah. 9:27. 
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continuous dichotomy, it loses in disjunctive value each time of repetition.”48 However, the exam-

ples in this section, together with many more of like nature with or without pausal forms, have 

grammatically and musically equal segments set off by Zaqeph; there is no reason to suppose that 

the second Zaqeph has lesser disjunctive value than the first. In fact, in the example of Exod. 4:21 

above, since the first clause is dependent and has a non-finite verb, one could suppose that the first 

Zaqeph has lesser disjunctive value than the second. In my opinion, a given disjunctive accent 

always has the same disjunctive value musically, but varying disjunctive value syntactically, re-

gardless of the order in which they occur. 

 Fourteen verses have two Zaqephs with pausal forms,49 and 23 verses have a Zaqeph with 

a pausal form together with one lower level disjunctive with a pausal form.50 Two verses have a 

Zaqeph with two lower level disjunctives with pausal forms,51 and one verse has three.52 The fol-

lowing are examples of verses with multiple pausal forms. 

                                                
the family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves; 

the family of the house of Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves (Zech. 12:12) 

                                          
                            

"You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear Him, and keep His commandments 

and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him and hold fast to Him. (Deut. 13:5) 

23.1.4 Great Zaqeph 

 Great Zaqeph is the substitute for Little Zaqeph when the segment consists of one word. 

Occasionally, it stands on a word in its pausal form. In such instances the word has some rhetorical 

significance.  It marks word      (and he said) introducing a direct quotation without the usual 

     (saying) 3 times at the beginning of an Athnach segment,53 and 10 at the beginning of a 

 

48 William Wickes, Two Treatises on the Accentuation of the Old Testament (New York: KTAV Publishing 

House, 1970) II, 31; emphasis his. 

49 Exod. 7:28; Num. 18:1, 2; Deut. 2:7; 5:16; 33:29; Isa. 65:1; Ezek. 2:6; 10:11; 11:20; Hos. 10:6; Zech. 

12:12, 13; Eccl. 5:5. 

50 Exod. 7:28; Num. 18:2; Deut. 2:7; 5:16; 32:13; 2 Sam. 14:7; 24:13; 1 Kgs. 18:12; Isa. 28:10, 13; Jer. 32:23; 

Ezek. 2:6; 10:11; 11:20; 12:2; 40:4; 44:5; Hos. 10:6; Amos 1:2; Zech. 12:13; 1 Chr. 20:1; Eccl. 5:5; Est. 3:12. 

51 1 Sam. 1:11; Isa. 65:1. 

52 Deut. 13:5. 

53 Judg. 8:19; 2 Sam. 19:27; Dan. 9:22. 
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Silluq segment.54 It does the same thing in the middle of an Athnach segment.55 Great Zaqeph 

occurs with rm,aYO¨w: 162 times in its normal form, so in these few instances, some exegetical sig-

nificance may be anticipated. It marks off a one-word clause at the beginning of an Athnach or 

Silluq segment,56 or a one-word phrase.57 The phrase      is always rhetorically set off with the 

pausal form of    ; among other non-pausal accents, it is sometimes marked with Great Zaqeph.58 

23.1.5 Great Shalsheleth 

 Great Shalsheleth is a rare substitute for Segolta, occurring only seven times in the prose 

books.59 It always occurs with the first word of a verse and is traditionally regarded as a mark of 

special exegetical interest. In four of the instances, the word is in its major pausal form.60 In the 

other three instances, the form is the same in pause as in non-pause, so it is possible to assume that 

Great Shalsheleth always marks some rhetorical and exegetical significance. 

23.1.6 Tebir 

 Tebir is the near disjunctive companion of Rebia, being subordinate to Tiphcha. It appears 

to mark six major pausal forms. However, some instances may be accounted for by naturally var-

iant forms not intended to express pause. The word       has an alternate form      (2 Kgs. 

16:16), which mistakenly may be regarded as a normal form. Likewise, the word      has an 

alternate form      (Num. 18:29) which probably is not to be regarded as a normal form. So 

these two instances should likely be excluded. 

 In Jer. 9:2, Tebir marks the major pausal form      which closes a clause in the Silluq 

segment; note that it is the near subordinate of Tiphcha marking the pausal form in the next clause 

that ends the quotation. One would ordinarily expect Zaqeph instead of Tebir here. In Ezek. 33:25, 

Tebir marks the major pausal form       which closes a clause in an Athnach segment. In Est. 

7:4, Tebir marks the major pausal form   , which merely separates phrases in a clause; the pausal 

 

54 Gen. 20:4; 27:36; 33:5; 43:29; 47:30; 48:9; Judg. 6:18; 1 Sam. 3:18; 7:12; 2 Kgs. 1:8. 

55 2 Kgs. 2:14. 

56 Gen. 41:5; Mich. 5:3; Ezek. 34:11. 

57 1 Sam. 13:5; Ezek. 45:21. 

58 Ezek. 18:3; 20:33. 

59 Gen. 19:16; 24:12; 39:8; Lev. 8:23; Ezr. 5:15; Isa. 13:8; Amos 1:2. 

60 Gen. 24:12; Lev. 8:23; Isa. 13:8; Amos 1:2.  
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form here is rhetorically, not grammatically, significant. The referent is Haman, and the clause is 

part of Esther’s exposure of him as her enemy.  

23.1.7 Pashta 

 Pashta is the near disjunctive companion of Rebia, being subordinate to Little Zaqeph. It 

occurs 16 times with a major pausal form. The phrase       is always rhetorically set off with the 

pausal form of    ; among other non-pausal accents, it is marked with Pashta four times.61 It marks 

the end of the first in a sequence of several dependent clauses in a Silluq segment.62 In a Silluq 

segment, it marks the end of the first in a sequence of six independent clauses each ending with a 

pausal form.63 In an Athnach segment, it marks the end of one in a sequence of several independent 

clauses;64 still others have a sequence of independent clauses, several of which end with pausal 

forms.65 It separates a clause from one or more adverbial modifiers or appositives.66 In Ezekiel, 

the word     “rebellious” is used 16 times as compared with 3 times in the rest of the Old Testa-

ment. The pausal form      is used rhetorically rather than syntactically at times for emphasis on 

the rebellion of Israel.67 

23.1.8 Zarqa 

 Zarqa is the near disjunctive companion of Rebia, being subordinate to Segolta. It marks 

only one pausal form. In 2 Sam. 3:8, the personal pronoun     is in the last (emphatic) position 

of a copulative clause, with a following dependent relative pronoun clause. 

23.1.9 Rebia 

 Rebia is the remote disjunctive accent subordinate to Tiphcha, Athnach, and Segolta. It 

occurs 87 times with a major pausal form. It marks the word       “and he said” in an Athnach 

segment introducing a direct quotation without     .68 It marks the end of a clause in a series of 

 

61 Num. 14:28; Jer. 46:18; Ezek. 20:3; 26:16; see a similar function with Great Zaqeph. 

62 Deut. 6:7; 11:19. 

63 Deut. 13:5. 

64 Isa. 45:14; Eccl. 12:5. 

65 Isa. 65:13; Jer. 32:23; Ezek. 34:3. 

66 2 Kgs. 5:7; Lam. 1:3. 

67 With Tiphcha (Ezek. 2:8), with Rebia (Ezek. 12:25), with Zaqeph (Ezek. 17:2), and with Pashta (Ezek. 

24:3; 44:6). 

68 Gen. 16:8; Deut. 33:2; 1 Kgs. 8:23; Isa. 38:3; Jon. 4:2; 2 Chr. 6:14. 
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similar clauses in an Athnach segment,69 and in a Silluq segment.70 It marks the end of a clause 

followed by additional supplementary phrases in an Athnach segment,71 and in a Silluq segment.72 

It marks the end of a phrase in a series of related phrases in an Athnach segment,73 and in a Silluq 

segment.74 In an Athnach segment, marks the end of a subject followed by its predicate.75 It marks 

an emphatic first person pronoun.76 The phrase       is always rhetorically set off with the pausal 

form of    ; among other non-pausal accents, it is sometimes marked with Rebia.77 

23.1.10 Geresh 

 Geresh is the near disjunctive companion of Pazer, being subordinate to Tebir, Pashta, 

Zarqa, and Rebia. It marks a pausal form seven times. It marks the end of a clause with similar 

clauses following,78 and it marks the end of a clause, with following supportive phrases.79 The 

phrase       is always rhetorically set off with the pausal form of    ; among other non-pausal 

accents, it is sometimes marked with Geresh.80 

23.1.11 Garshaim 

 Garshaim is a substitute for Geresh under certain phonetic conditions. It occurs three times 

with a pausal form. It closes a clause with similar clauses following.81 In Isa. 28:13, it marks the 

end of a phrase in a series of equal or similar phrases, each ending with a pausal form. 

 

69 Gen. 43:23; Lev. 8:15; 16:4; Num. 20:17; 21:22; Deut. 13:6; Josh. 10:13; Judg. 11:17; 1 Sam. 1:11; 17:49; 

25:8; 2 Sam. 14:7; 15:20; 1 Kgs. 18:12; 2 Kgs. 13:7; Isa. 63:9; Jer. 44:12; Ezek. 44:2; Hos. 7:12; Joel 4:16; Mich. 

3:11; 2 Chr. 1:11; Est. 3:8; 4:16; Dan. 7:7; Nah. 9:26, 29; 12:43.   

70 Judg. 7:4; 1 Sam. 8:11; Isa. 6:10; Ezek. 12:25; 14:11; 16:34; Joel 2:17; Zech. 8:8; Lam. 1:7. 

71 Gen. 17:7; 20:17; Lev. 10:9; Deut. 5:14, 21; 14:29; 30:9; Judg. 17:9; 1 Sam. 20:42; 30:13; 1 Kgs. 7:18; 2 

Kgs. 19:28; 20:17; Isa. 39:6; Jer. 9:9; Ezek. 44:5;  2 Chr. 2:3; 6:33; 20:6; Ruth 4:11; Song 8:6; Est. 9:15; Dan. 9:24. 

72 1 Kgs. 8:43, 53; Isa. 37:29. 

 73 Lev. 5:23. 

74 Dan. 7:19. 

75 Est. 9:18. 

76 Gen. 31:52; Exod. 4:10; Mal. 1:14; Eccl. 5:17; Lam. 1:21; Ezek. 17:22; in the last one, note the same word 

in pause marked with Zaqeph in the same verse. 

77 Ezek. 5:11; 14:16, 18, 20; 16:48; 17:16; 20:31; 35:6, 11. 

78 Ezek. 20:13; note a following clause ending with a pausal form marked with Rebia in the same verse. 

79 Isa. 16:8; Jer. 5:22; Ezek. 38:4; 40:4; in the last one, note that the clauses that follow also end with pausal 

forms marked with higher ordered accents. 

80 Ezek. 34:8. 

81 Ezek. 33:31; Joel 2:16. 
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"Precept upon precept, precept upon precept, 

Line upon line, line upon line (Isa. 28:13) 

23.1.12 Pazer 

 Pazer is the remote disjunctive accent in the domain of Tebir, Pashta, Zarqa, and Rebia. It 

marks three pausal forms. It closes a clause with similar clauses following.82 The phrase       is 

always rhetorically set off with the pausal form of   ; among other non-pausal accents, it is some-

times marked with Pazer.83 

23.1 13 Legarmeh 

 Legarmeh is a disjunctive accent subordinate to Rebia, Pashta, and Geresh. It marks only 

one pausal form. Like several others, it also marks the phrase       “as I live” in Ezek. 33:11. 

23.1.14 Munach 

 Munach is a conjunctive accent that serves several disjunctives. It strangely marks six 

pausal forms used rhetorically for emphasis in spite of a conjunctive accent.84 Like several others, 

it also marks the phrase       “as I live” in Isa. 49:18. 

23.1.15 Mahpak 

 Mahpak is a conjunctive accent that serves only Pahsta. It marks a pausal form twice, used 

rhetorically in spite of the conjunctive accent.85 

23.2 Pausal Forms in the Poetical Books 

 Table 23.6 lists the distribution of the three types of word forms over the various accents 

in the Poetical Books. As in Table 23.3, the first vertical column of numbers lists the total number 

of words in their normal form that are marked with the associated accent. The second column lists 

the total number of words in their major pausal form that are marked with that accent; and the third 

column lists the total number of words in their minor pausal form.  

 

82 2 Sam. 3:21; 24:13; in the last one, note several following clauses are closed with pausal forms with higher 

ordered accents. 

83 Zep. 2:9. 

84 Judg. 9:36; Isa. 65:1, 17 (?); Mal. 1:6; 2 Sam. 3:34; in the last one note that a parallel word also has a 

pausal form in the same verse, as well as a clause closed with a pausal form marked with Zaqeph. 

85 Ezek. 17:15; Est. 4:8. 
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 Five passages in the Poetical Books contain a word in its minor pausal form; all involve 

the pronoun    . In each case, the antecedent of the pronoun is God, or the Messiah (Psa. 2:7), 

and the pronoun is in the emphatic clause final position. All are marked with Athnach where the 

major disjunction is marked with Ole WeYored; the one exception is marked with Rebia (Psa. 

76:8). 

Table 23.6 
Distribution of Pausal Forms by Accent For Poetic Books 

 

 Accent Normal Major Minor 

 Name   Form Pause Pause  Total  

 

 1 Silluq 2 4,449 0 4,451 

 2 Ole WeYored 0 509 0 509 

 3 Athnach 346 3,856 4 4,206 

 4 G-Rebia 768 43 1 812 

 5 Rebia Mugrash 2,951 2 0 2,953 

 6 Sinnor 212 0 0 212 

 7 L-Rebia 188 0 0 188 

 8 Dechi 2,426 0 0 2,426 

 9 Pazer 88 3 0 91 

 10 Mahpak-Legarmeh 256 0 0 256 

 11 Azla-Legarmeh 320 1 0 321 

 12 Munach 6,903 6 0 6,909 

 13 Mereka 3,740 0 0 3,740 

 14 Illuy 180 0 0 180 

 15 Tarcha 1,106 0 0 1,106 

 16 Galgal 232 0 0 232 

 17 Mahpak 464 0 0 464 

 18 Azla 48 0 0 48 

 19 L-Shalsheleth 39 0 0 39 

 20 Sin-Mer 28 0 0 28 

 21 Sin-Mah 180 0 0 180 

 22 Mugrash 1,204 0 0 1,204 

 23 Sinnorit 20 0 0 20 

 Totals  21,701 8,859 5 30,575 

 

                   Total non-accent = 13,388 

                   Total words  432,347 

 

86 Psa. 2:7; 25:7; 40:18; 70:6; 76:8. 
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23.2.1 Silluq and Ole WeYored 

 Silluq lacks a pausal form only twice,87 and one instance (Prov. 31:12) seems to be an error 

in the WTS text, because Dotan’s edition of the Leningrad B19a manuscript has a pausal form.88 

Where a verse has no Ole WeYored, 17 times the Athnach fails to have a pausal form.89 Where a 

verse has both Ole WeYored and Athnach, the Athnach also has a pausal form 22 times.90 

 Ordinarily, in longer verses, Ole WeYored marks the major division and bears the pausal 

form; in shorter verses, Ole WeYored is lacking and Athnach marks the major division and bears 

the pausal form. Athnach fails to succeed Ole WeYored 52 times, in which case it followed by 

Great Rebia in place of Athnach 44 times; there remain eight exceptions.91 

 There are 197 verses having neither Ole WeYored nor Athnach; most are the short first 

verses of Psalms having a title, or the short first verses of chapters in Job introducing a new speech. 

Excluding these unusually short verses, together with those that have a pausal form with Great 

Rebia, still 109 verses remain. These mainly include short verses having the major division marked 

by Great Rebia with a non-pausal form. Excluding these, only four verses remain: a short extension 

of a title,92 and short verses divided by Rebia Mugrash without a pausal form.93 There are 54 verses 

that have one or more major pausal forms besides those with Ole WeYored, Silluq, or Athnach.  

23.2.2 Great Rebia 

 A major pausal form occurs with Great Rebia 43 times. Once it occurs in a verse with both 

Ole WeYored and Athnach.94 It appears prior to Athnach where Ole WeYored would be ex-

pected.95 It appears after Ole WeYored once where Athnach would be expected.96 It occurs 16 

 

87 Psa. 78:10; Prov. 31:12. 

88 Aron Dotan, ed., Biblia Hebraica Leningradensia (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 2001). 

89 Psa. 17:10; 26:1; 35:1, 19; 48:5, 11; 83:11; 107:35; 110:5; 119:65; 120:2; 130:7; 140:5; 148:1; Job 9:22; 

17:11; Prov. 30:21.  

90 Psa. 1:1; 27:14; 31:20; 40:4, 6; 50:1, 3; 65:5; 79:1; 86:16; 98:3; 102:3; 106:47; 116:16; 128:5; 138:7; Job 

3:4; 18:4; 27:5; 30:12; 34:20; Prov. 24:12. 

91 Psa. 3:3; 4:7; 31:21; 58:3; 109:16; 125:3; Job 11:6; Prov. 8:13. 

92 Psa. 18:2. 

93 Psa. 89:53; 137:9; Prov. 1:10. 

94 Psa. 79:1. 

95 Psa. 5:9; 7:7; 19:14; 20:6; 22:27; 28:9; 35:13; 37:20; 50:7; 56:7; 62:9; 68:19; 71:15; 72:4; 77:20; 79:1; 

86:11; 96:10; 138:2; 146:6; Job 5:5; 21:17; 36:16; Prov. 6:22. 

96 Psa. 30:6. 
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times in short verses having neither Ole WeYored nor Athnach, always on the second word before 

Silluq where Athnach would be expected,97 with one exception where it is on the first word before 

Silluq;98 musical reasons must explain these few exceptions, because otherwise Athnach occurs 

on the second word before Silluq 385 times. 

23.2.3 Other Accents  

 A major pausal accent occurs with Rebia Mugrash twice, marking special rhetorical em-

phasis.99 Pazer marks a major pausal form three times in places where an Ole WeYored would be 

expected; musical reasons must explain these rare exceptions.100 Azla Legarmeh rests on a pausal 

form once, standing where Ole WeYored would be expected.101 Finally, the conjunctive accent 

Munach accompanies a major pausal form six times, each apparently marking rhetorical empha-

sis.102 

23.3 Conclusion 

 Pausal forms normally occur with Silluq and Athnach,103 marking the major divisions of a 

verse. When they occur in other places in a verse, they mark exegetically significant words or 

phrases in the text that are of rhetorical interest. 

 

 

 

97 Psa. 35:24; 52:8; 59:7, 15; 79:3; 116:19; 119:5, 24, 34, 48, 103, 124; 128:4; 137:5; Job 33:24. 

98 Psa. 135:21. 

99 Job 9:20; 37:3. 

100 Psa. 5:12; 18:2; Prov. 30:4. 

101 Psa. 25:5. 

102 Psa. 3:9; 74:14; 106:28; Job 34:20; Prov. 7:13, 22. 

103 Plus Ole WeYored in the poetical books. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 24 

Hebrew Syntactic Idioms 

 An idiom is an expression in a language the meaning of which is not conveyed by a literal 

rendering of its words. Some idioms are unique statements involving specific terms that may be 

mapped to a definite meaning. Jean-Marc Babut has catalogued a list of 138 idioms of that type, 

and discussed about a dozen of them in depth.1 Another kind of idiom involves peculiar syntactic 

structures that provide the framework for a whole class of idiomatic expressions. This chapter 

provides, in less technical terms, a unified list of syntactic idioms that are formally defined in 

various places throughout the syntactic analysis rules.  

24.1 The Idiom of Distribution 

 The idiom of distribution is expressed in its most general form as X W X, where X has the 

same referent in both instances and may be a common noun, an adverb, a number, an adverbial 

prepositional phrase, or an interrogative pronoun; a conjunctive accent occurs on the first X. The 

ultimate referent of X is a countable entity or a quantifier. 

X = Common Noun 

            differing ephah (Deut. 25:14) 

         generation by generation (Deut. 32:7) 

        every heart (1 Chr. 12:34) 

             every kind of service (1 Chr. 28:14) 

             every lamp stand (1 Chr. 28:15) 

            every bowl (1 Chr. 28:17) 

         every gate (2 Chr. 8:14) 

          every city (2 Chr. 11:12) 

              all kinds of livestock (2 Chr. 32:28) 

        every people (Neh. 13:24) 

        every man (Est. 1:8) 

             every province (Est. 1:22) 

 

1 Jean-Marc Babut, Idiomatic Expressions in the Hebrew Bible, trans. By Sarah E. Lind (North Richland 

Hills, TX: BIBAL Press, 1999). 
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         every day (Est. 2:11) 

            each young girl (Est. 2:12) 

        every year (Est. 9:21) 

            every family (Est. 9:28) 

         diverse weights (Prov. 20:23) 

ן   חֵָּ֑ לְׁ שֻׁ ן וְׁ חִַ֣ לְׁ שֻׁ  for each table (1 Chr. 28:16)   לְׁ

X = Adverb 

 h     this way and that way (Exod. 2:12) 

          here and there (Josh. 8:20) 

          anywhere (1 Kgs. 2:42) 

          this way and that (2 Kgs. 2:8, 14) 

X = Number 

     six each (2 Sam. 20:21)  

           seven each (Zech. 4:2) 

X = Adverbial Prepositional Phrase 

          from this and that (Exod. 26:13) 

            thus and thus (Josh. 7:20)  

          however many (2 Sam. 24:3)  

            in the meanwhile (1 Kgs.. 18:45)  

         on this side and on that side (Ezek. 40:34)  

כָזֶֹ֖ה  ה וְׁ   this as well as that (Judg. 18:4; 2 Sam. 11:25; 1 Kgs. 14:5)   כָזֵֹ֥

X = Interrogative Pronoun 

        whoever (interrogative Exod. 10:8) 

 Sometimes the idiom of distribution is expressed as above, except without the conjunction, 

that is, in general as X X, where X has the same referent in both instances and may be a noun, a 

number, or an adverbial prepositional phrase. Again, the ultimate referent is a countable entity or 

a quantifier; this semantic restraint distinguishes this form of the idiom from the idiom of intensity 

discussed later. 
 

X = Noun 

           each pit (Gen. 14:10) 

          each drove (Gen. 32:17) 

          each of your brothers (Ezek. 11:15) 

            by heaps (Exod. 8:10) 
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        each man (Lev. 15:2) 

         a rod each (Num. 17:17) 

         each city (Josh. 21:42) 

             each family (Zech. 12:12, 14) 

X = Noun Phrase 

וֹם  יא אֶחָד  לַיֵ֔ וֹם נָשִִ֤ ד לַיָ֗ יא אֶחָ֜  one prince per day (Num. 7:11)     נָשִ 

X = Number 

          seven by seven (Gen. 7:2) 

         two by two (Gen. 7:9) 

              four each (Ezek. 10:21) 

          five each (Num. 3:47) 

          ten each (Num. 7:86) 

          a tenth each (Num. 28:21) 

            fifty each (1 Kgs. 18:13) 

X = Adverbial Prepositional Phrase 

           every morning (2 Chr. 13:11) 

           every evening (2 Chr. 13:11) 

24.2 The Idiom of Intensity 

 The idiom of intensity is expressed in its most general form as X X, where X has the same 

referent in both instances and may be a common noun, an adverb, an adverbial prepositional 

phrase, an interjection, or an interrogative pronoun; a conjunctive accent occurs on the first X. For 

this idiom, the referent of X is not a countable entity. 

X = Noun 

          perfect peace (1 Chr. 12:19; Isa. 26:3; 57:19) 

         ruinous overthrow! (Ezek. 21:32) 

X = Adjective 

         altogether just (Deut. 16:20) 

          very proudly (1 Sam. 2:3)  

         exceedingly deep (Eccl. 7:24)  

            given entirely (Num. 3:9)  

 

X = Adverb 

        exceedingly (Gen. 17:2) [lit. very very] 

        very gradually (Exod. 23:30) [lit. little by little]  
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          very high (Deut. 28:43) [lit.: higher, higher]  

        very low (Deut. 28:43) [lit.: lower, lower]  

           completely around (Ezek. 40:16) 

        very truly (Neh. 8:6) 

X = Adverbial Prepositional Phrase 

             surely for my sake! (Isa. 48:11) 

 Some nuance of intensity also may be inferred when other parts of speech are repeated, 

such as pronouns, imperatives, vocatives, interjections, verbs, adjectives, and isolated nouns. 

X = Pronoun 

         I even I (Deut. 32:39) 

           I, even I (Isa. 43:11) 

       They, even they (Isa. 57:6) 

X = Imperative 

          Awake, awake! (Judg. 5:12)  

         Hear, hear! (2 Sam. 20:16)  

       Come out, come out! (2 Sam. 16:7)  

          Comfort ye, comfort ye (Isa. 40:1)  

                 Awake, awake! (Isa. 51:17) 

          Depart, depart! (Isa. 52:11)  

           Go through, go through! (Isa. 62:10)  

         Build up, build up! (Isa. 62:10) 

         Turn, turn! (Ezek. 22:11)  

          Halt, halt! (Nah. 2:9)  

         Return, return! (Song 7:1)  

X = Vocative 

        Moses, Moses (Exod. 3:4)  

           Altar, altar (1 Kgs. 13:2)  

             Ariel, Ariel (Isa. 29:1)  

           O earth, earth, earth! (Jer. 22:9)  

 

X = Interjection 

             Far be it, far be it! (2 Sam. 20:20)  

        Ho, ho! (Zech. 2:10) 

          Behold me, behold me (Isa. 65:1) 

        Woe, woe! (Ezek. 16:23) 
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X = Verb 

           Fallen, fallen (Isa. 21:9)  

         Whirling round and round (Eccl. 1:6) 

X = Adjective 

             Holy, holy, holy (Isa. 6:3) 

X = Isolated Noun 

         My son, my son! (2 Sam. 19:1) 

       the living, the living (Isa. 38:19) 

          a sword, a sword (Ezek. 21:14, 33) 

             Multitudes, multitudes (Joel 4:14) 

          my eye, my eye (Lam. 1:16) 

24.3 Idiom of Possession 

 Hebrew has no verb expressing possession. Instead, possession is expressed idiomatically. 

The syntactic structure is 

 Sc = Ns + Vc +    + N 

Where Ns is the subject, that which is possessed; Vc is the verb   or its equivalent   when the 

verb is positive and   when it is negative; and N is the possessor. Literally, Ns is to N–meaning 

N has an Ns. This idiom is fully discussed in chapter 12, and needs no further discussion here. 

              
And the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad had many cattle. (Num. 32:1) 

      
We have an old father. (Gen. 44:20) 

      
Does Israel have no son? (Jer. 49:1) 

         
Therefore, Levi does not have a portion or an inheritance. (Deut. 10:9) 

24.4 Idiom of Becoming 

 Hebrew has no verb that expresses “become.” Instead, “becoming” is expressed idiomati-

cally. The syntactic structure is similar to that of possession; semantic restraints of context distin-

guish the two: 

 Sc = Ns + Vc +   + N 

Where Ns is the subject, Vc is the verb    , and N is that which Ns becomes. Literally, Ns became 

N. This idiom is fully discussed in chapter 12, and needs no further discussion here. 
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And the man became a living soul. (Gen. 2:7) 

 

                           
So the Moabites became servants of David, paying tribute. (2 Sam. 8:2) 

24.5 The Idioms of Comparison 

 As in most languages, comparison at the word or phrase level may be understood as having 

been derived by means of a transformation on clauses compared at the text level, that is, two 

clauses joined by a comparative conjunction. The clauses are identical except for the constituents 

being compared. Such a transformation results in one of the clauses with a newly formed compar-

ative phrase, consisting of the constituents being compared joined by a comparative preposition 

equivalent to the comparative conjunction. The operation is expressed formally as 
 

[Sa(Xi) + Cc + Sa(Xj)] → Sa(Xi+Pc+Xj) 

 Comparative conjunctions compare the thought of one clause with that of another word, 

phrase, or clause. Clauses may be compared on the basis of any common element or feature, and 

they may have six degrees of comparison: (1) the superlative degree, (2) the superior degree, (3) 

the similar degree, (4) the same degree, (5) the inferior degree, and (6) the most inferior degree.2 

The following are the principal comparative conjunctions in Hebrew: 
 

 (a)  . . .  —just as—this pair of conjunctions compares two clauses on an equal 

basis. The second conjunction may be omitted. When expressing the same degree 

of comparison, the conjunction  is retained within the resultant phrase of com-

parison; when expressing the superior or inferior degree of comparison, the con-

junction is transformed into its prepositional equivalent .  
 

 (b)   —more than—compares one clause as superior to another. Rarely, the conjunc-

tion is retained within the resultant phrase of comparison; otherwise, the preposi-

tional equivalent is . If the thing compared is a universal statement, the conjunc-

tion expresses the superlative degree of comparison. 

  

 

2 The inferior degrees of comparison are expressed by adjectives and adverbs having a semantic nuance of 

inferiority. The same conjunctions are used as are used to express superiority. 



Chapter 24 Hebrew Syntactic Idioms  

 

 

696 

 

24.5.1 The Same Degree of Comparison  
 

                           
When every male among us is circumcised 

as [comparison of equality] 

they are circumcised. (Gen. 34:22) 

24.5.2 The Superior Degree of Comparison of subject: 
 

            
One people shall be stronger than the other. (Gen. 25:23) 

[Condensed from “One people shall be strong more than the other people shall be strong.”] 

 

 Comparison of predicate attribute: 
 

                    
They were swifter than eagles, 

They were stronger than lions. (2 Sam. 1:23) 

[Condensed from “They were swift more than eagles are swift,” 

and “They were strong more than lions are strong.”] 

 

 Comparison of predicate complement: 
 

                  
He also loved Rachel more than Leah. (Gen. 29:30) 

[Condensed from “He loved Rachel more than he loved Leah.”] 

 

                        
The king loved Esther more than all the other women. (Est. 2:17) 

 

                
And more than these, my son, be admonished. (Eccl. 12:12) 

 

 Comparison of predicates: 
 

                
They reverted and behaved more corruptly than their fathers. (Judg. 2:19) 

24.5.3 The Superlative Degree of Comparison 

 In Hebrew the superlative degree of comparison is expressed in the same manner as the 

superior degree, except that the universal quantifier is used with the referent being compared. 

 

                        
And the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field. (Gen. 3:1) 

[Condensed from: The serpent was cunning more than any beast of the field was cunning.] 

 

 



Chapter 24 Hebrew Syntactic Idioms  

 

 

697 

 

                  
David behaved more wisely than all the servants of Saul. (1 Sam. 18:30) 

 

                    
From his shoulders and upward he was taller than any of the people. (1 Sam. 9:2) 

 The superlative degree of comparison may also be expressed by denying or questioning the 

superiority of anyone else: 
 

                       
And there was not a man of the sons of Israel better than he (1 Sam. 9:2) 

 

                             
Whom would the king delight to honor more than me? (Est. 6:6)

 At times the universal quantifier is elided if its sense is understood from the context. 

                         
And look for the best and most qualified of your master’s sons. (2 Kgs. 10:3) 

 This phrase may be further transformed to the structure 

A(det.) +   + N 

where N names the limiting class with which comparison is made and the determinate form of the 

adjective expresses the superlative degree. 
 

                   
The man was the greatest among the Anakim. (Josh. 14:15) 

 

                    
If you do not know, O fairest among women. (Song 1:8) 

 The phrase may be further transformed to the structure 

F + N(det.) 

where F is the construct form of the adjective and N names the class with which comparison is 

made. N may be replaced by a pronoun when pronoun substitution is possible. 

      —the youngest of his sons (2 Chr. 21:17) 

 

             —from the greatest to the least of them (Jon. 3:5) 

 

   —the best of them (Mich. 7:4) 

 Finally, the superlative degree of comparison may be expressed as 
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Ji(sing.)3 + Ni(pl. det.) 
 

                      
King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Deut. 10:17) 

 

        
The best of songs (Song 1:1) 

[lit., the song of songs] 

 

         
the most holy place (Exod. 26:33) 

[Lit. the holy of holies] 

      
heaven and the highest heaven (Deut. 10:14) 

24.5.4 The Inferior Degree of Comparison 

          
younger than I (Job 30:1) 

24.5.5 The Most Inferior Degree of Comparison 

               
the least of all families (1 Sam. 9:21) 

 

             
the least in my father’s house (Judg. 6:15) 

24.6 The Idiom of Emphatic Wish 

 The word   also is used with the word   idiomatically to express an emphatic wish Oh, 

that . . .! 

 

                          
Oh, that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt! (Exod. 16:3) 

 

                  
Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! (Psa. 14:7)4 

 

 

3 In some instances, the construct is plural: Lev. 21:22. 

4 See also Num. 11:29; Deut. 5:29; 28:67; Judg. 9:29; 2 Sam. 19:1; Job 6:8; 11:5; 13:5; 14:4, 13; 19:23; 23:3; 

29:2; 31:31, 35; Psa. 53:7; 55:7; Song 8:1; Isa. 27:4; Jer. 8:23; 9:1. 
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24.7 Idioms with the Infinitive Absolute 

 The infinitive absolute is regularly used idiomatically as an adverbial modifier of its cog-

nate finite verb. In this function, it intensifies some nuance of the verbal idea, or it adds the nuance 

of continuance to the verbal action. 

24.7.1 The Idiom of Intensity 

 When the cognate infinitive absolute appears before the verb, it strengthens some nuance 

of the verbal idea.5 
 

                      
For in the day you eat from it, you will surely die. (Gen. 2:17) 

 

                               
To the woman He said: “I will greatly increase your sorrow and your conception.” (Gen. 3:17) 

24.7.2 The Idiom of Continuance 

 When the cognate infinitive absolute appears after the verb, it adds the nuance of continu-

ance.6 

                            
I brought you to curse my enemies, but indeed you keep blessing them. (Num. 23:11) 

 

                          
And they said: “This one came to sojourn, and he keeps acting as a judge. (Gen. 19:9) 

 When the cognate infinitive absolute occurs after the verb with Waw Consecutive, the nu-

ance must be determined by context, because the infinitive cannot precede the verb in this case; 

this is also true of imperatives and participles. 

 The infinitive absolute is sometimes used in adverbial idioms, where two infinitives abso-

lute are joined by Waw Consecutive to form an idiomatic adverbial phrase, usually occurring at 

the end of the clause it modifies, and expressing some attending circumstances.7 

 

5 GKC § 113n; JM § 123e; WO § 35.3.1. 

6 GKC § 113r; however, JM 123l and WO § 35.3.1d question the validity of this meaning, preferring to see 

no real difference between prepositive and postpositive infinitives absolute. 

7 WO § 35.3.2. 
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24.7.3 The Idiom of Continuous Action 

 When the first of the two infinitives absolute is of the verb  , the emphasis is on the 

continuous action expressed by the second infinitive.8  
 

                       
And the water receded from the earth, continually receding. (Gen. 8:3) 

 

                       
And Abram journeyed, continually journeying toward the Negev. (Gen. 12:9) 

 

                        
And he scraped it out into his palms and walked along continually eating. (Judg. 14:9) 

24.7.4 The Idiom of Recurrent Action 

 When the first of the two infinitives absolute is the Hiphil of the verb   , the emphasis 

is on the persistent action expressed by the second infinitive.9 
 

                                            
                    

And the LORD God of their fathers sent word to them by the hand of His messengers, 

persistently sending them, because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place. 

(2 Chr. 36:15) 

 

                              
And I spoke to you, persistently speaking, and you did not listen. (Jer. 25:3) 

Other pairs of idiomatically joined infinitives absolute are discussed in § 6.1.4. 

24.8 The Idiom of Clause Subordination 

 In Hebrew, an alternate way of subordinating one clause to another is to change the verb 

in the subordinate clause to its infinitive construct form, and to introduce the subordinate clause 

with the preposition that corresponds in meaning to the given subordinating conjunction. This id-

iom is discussed in § 19.2.7. 

 

8 GKC § 113u; § JM 123m, s; see Gen. 8:3, 5; 12:9; Josh. 6:9; Judg. 14:9; 1 Sam. 6:12; 2 Sam. 3:16*; 5:10*; 

2 Kgs. 2:11*; 1 Chr. 11:9*; Isa. 3:16*; Jer. 50:4; * marks instances where the first is cognate with the finite verb of 

the clause. 

9 JM § 123r; 1 Sam. 17:16; 2 Chr. 36:15; Jer. 7:13, 25; 9:23; 11:7; 25:3, 4; 26:5; 29:19; 32:33; 35:14, 15; 

44:4. 



Chapter 24 Hebrew Syntactic Idioms  

 

 

701 

 

24.9 The Idiom of Temporal or Logical Sequence 

 The use of Waw consecutive, with the verb in the imperfect or perfect aspect, idiomatically 

expresses temporal or logical sequence. This idiom is discussed in § 19.1.3 and in Appendix One. 

24.10 The Idiom of Numbers 

 Sometimes the thing quantified is repeated after each number. This is purely idiomatic and 

does not affect meaning or translation. 

                                            
Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of the life of Sarah.  

(Gen. 23:1) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Glossary of Terms1 

 Adjunct: a phrase added to a sentence containing supplemental information not affecting 

the basic meaning of the sentence. 

 Affix: a morpheme attached to a word element that affects meaning. It may be either a 

prefix, suffix, or infix. 

 Apodosis: The sentence that comes afterward in subordinating expressions, as, for exam-

ple, the consequence in a conditional expression. Compare with Protasis. 

 Aspect: The attribute of a finite verb that refers to the quality of action, state, or relationship 

named by the verb. There are three primary values of the aspect attribute in Hebrew: perfect, im-

perfect, and durative. The perfect aspect views the action as completed in some sense of the term; 

the imperfect views the action as incomplete in some sense; and the durative views the action as 

an enduring process in some sense. The more explicit nuances of the quality of action are expressed 

by additional contextual cues.  

 Asyndeton: lacking an understood conjunction. 

Attribute: a unique characteristic of a linguistic element that may be treated as an inde-

pendent variable.  

 Bound: the characteristic of a morpheme or constituent that prohibits it from functioning 

as an independent entity. A bound morpheme or constituent must be governed by other elements 

in the structure of which it is a part, otherwise it violates the laws that define the given construction. 

Compare with free. 

 Complement: the word or phrase that, with the verb, completes the meaning and structure 

of a predicate. 

 Conjugation: the set of forms that a verb may take in order to encode all the valid combi-

nations of the values of its grammatical attributes. When one conjugates a verb he recites all the 

valid conjugational forms of the word. Compare with inflection. 

 Constituent: an elemental unit of syntax and text grammar. A constituent may be a word, 

phrase, clause, or larger group of units that has a single role and function, and that fits into a 

permissible slot.  

 

1 Words in italics refer to entries in the glossary. They may be consulted for further understanding. The entries 

are listed in alphabetic order. 
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 Context: The semantic environment of a discourse that guides the choice of words into a 

meaningful composition. 

 Copulative: a verb that links its subject with a class name, an identifier, an adjectival char-

acteristic, an adverbial characteristic, and the like. The verb   functions as a copulative verb in 

Hebrew. 

Deep Structure: the kernel clauses and transformations that explain the surface structure 

of a discourse. 

 Derivation: the source from which a word or form is derived. A noun may be derived from 

a verb, an adjective, another noun, etc. A specific stem of a verb is derived from the verb's root. 

 Discourse: A complete body of literature such as a story, sermon, etc. 

 Economy of Symbols: In harmony with the human tendency to minimize effort, in com-

munication, people tend to minimize redundancy and to minimize symbols. A symbol (word) may 

be assigned more than one meaning where the alternate meanings would never occur in the same 

context. Where a symbol is required, the simplest non-ambiguous one is preferred. 

 Episode: the largest constituent part of an event. 

 Event: the largest constituent part of a narrative, consisting of one or more episodes. 

 Free: the characteristic of a morpheme or constituent that enables it to function as an inde-

pendent entity. Compare with bound. 

 Infix: a morpheme that is inserted into a word element that affects meaning. The    inserted 

into the Hiphil stem of a verb is an example of an infix. 

 Inflection: the set of forms that a noun or adjective may take in order to encode all the 

valid combinations of the values of its grammatical attributes. When one inflects a noun or adjec-

tive he recites all the valid inflectional forms of the word. Compare with conjugation. 

 Kernel Clause: a basic clause in its default form. It is in the active voice, indicative mood, 

declarative mode, with subject-verb-object word order. A kernel clause has no expressed emphasis 

or prominence. It has no elided elements, and employs no pronoun substitution. 

Lexeme: a specific value of meaning. Most words have several lexeme values depending 

on the context in which they occur. Once a context is defined, a word takes on a specific lexeme 

value. 

 Lexicography: the study of the meaning of words; the writing of a dictionary or lexicon. 
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 Lexicon: a book listing the morphemes of a language; a book that maps the meaning of the 

morphemes of one language to those of another, such as a Hebrew-English lexicon. 

 Morpheme: the smallest meaningful grammatical element of a language. It may be merely 

an uninflected word like     "house" or an inflectional element like    or    that is affixed to a 

word to encode the values of inflectional attributes. Inflectional morphemes usually encode the 

values of more than one grammatical attribute at a time. Thus the morpheme    encodes the value 

"plural" for the attribute "number" and the value "masculine" for the attribute "gender"; and mor-

pheme    encodes the value "plural" for the attribute "number" and the value "feminine" for the 

attribute "gender." Morphemes may be either bound or free. A bound morpheme is one that cannot 

stand alone—that is, it cannot be regarded as an independent part of speech. The morphemes    

and    are bound. A free morpheme can stand alone or be regarded as an independent part of 

speech. The morpheme     is free. 

 Morphemes that are appended to the beginning of a free form (word) are called preforma-

tives or prefixes. Those that are appended to the end of a word are called sufformatives or suffixes. 

Those inserted within a free form are called infixes. If the removal of a morpheme would destroy 

the identity of a free form, the morpheme is called an affix. Preformatives and sufformatives are 

affixes. The removal of an infix would also destroy the identity of a free form, so technically it too 

is an affix, but to avoid confusion the term infix is retained rather than use the term "informative." 

When the removal of a morpheme would not destroy the identity of a free form, the morpheme is 

called a prefix or suffix. 

 Morphology: the study of the forms that words take in order to encode the inflections, 

derivations, and compositions in a language. It involves the study of morphemes and how they 

encode the values of the various grammatical attributes. 

Narrative: a complete story that is relatively independent of what precedes or follows in 

the broader context. A narrative consists of one or more events consisting of one or more episodes. 

 Phoneme: one of the smallest units of speech that distinguish one utterance from another; 

an elementary unit of speech sounds in a given language. A given language has its own set of 

phonemes. 

 Phonemics: the study and establishment of the phonemes of a language. 

 Phonetics: the branch of linguistics dealing with the study of the sounds of speech, the way 

they are produced in the speech tract, the combinations in which they occur, and the way they are 

represented by written signs; such a study for the sounds of a given language. 



 Glossary of Terms 705 

 

  

 Phonology: the science of speech sounds including phonetics and phonemics. 

 Prefix: a bound morpheme appended to the beginning of a free form. The removal of a 

prefix does not destroy the identity of the free form to which it is appended. The definite article 

 , the inseparable prepositions  ,  ,  , and the conjunction   are examples of prefixes. Com-

pare with preformative. 

 Preformative: a bound morpheme appended to the beginning of a free form. The removal 

of a preformative destroys the identity of the free form to which it is appended. The inflectional 

, , , and  of the imperfect conjugation are examples of preformatives. Compare with prefix. 

 Protasis: The sentence placed first in subordinating expressions, as,  for example, the con-

dition in conditional expressions. Compare with Apodosis. 

 Root: the consonants that make up the basic unit of meaning for Hebrew words. Most words 

are based on roots that have three consonant, but some have two or four. 

 Semantics: the science of meaning in language forms. It involves lexicography and the 

interrelationships of words and concepts that express meaning. 

 Slot: a position in a grammatical or syntactic structure into which defined constituents are 

permitted. 

 Stem: one of the several forms that may be imposed upon a root in order to construct a 

word. There are seven standard stems for verbal roots: Qal, Niphal, Piel, Pual, Hiphil, Hophal, and 

Hithpael. Other parts of speech also have stems, although there is no standardized classification 

for them. 

 Suffix: a bound morpheme appended to the end of a free form. The removal of a suffix does 

not destroy the identity of the free form to which it is appended. The pronominal suffixes are ex-

amples. Compare with sufformative. 

Surface Structure: the sequence of words as actually found in a written or spoken communi-

cation. See deep structure. 

 Sufformative: a bound morpheme appended to the end of a free form. The removal of a 

sufformative destroys the identity of the free form to which it is appended. The inflectional   ,  , 

 ,   ,  ,   , etc. of the perfect conjugation are examples of sufformatives. Compare with 

suffix. 

 Transformation: a syntactical operation that provides for changing the sequential order of the 

constituents of a sentence. It may change the values of attributes or even add or delete constituents. 



 

 

 

 

APPENDIX ONE 

Hebrew Verb Tenses  

 Many contemporary Hebrew grammarians hold that the Hebrew verbal system is of com-

posite origin, having developed from a mixture of elements from Eastern Semitic (Akkadian), and 

Western Semitic (Aramaic). This view came into prominence through the historical comparative 

studies of Hans Bauer and the subsequent work of G. R. Driver.1 Simply stated, the view regards 

the Hebrew imperfect inflection to be a mixture of an original Akkadian preterite “tense,” and a 

subsequent Western Semitic imperfect “aspect.” (§ 5.6.5) The imperfect with Waw consecutive 

expressing historic narrative is regarded as a remnant of the Akkadian preterite; whereas the im-

perfect expressing the future, or incomplete action, is regarded as a remnant of the Western Semitic 

“aspect.”  

 A similar explanation is offered for the varied meanings of the perfect inflection. The per-

fect with Waw consecutive expressing the future is regarded as a remnant of an early Eastern uni-

versal “tense,” whereas the perfect expressing the past or completed action is regarded as a remnant 

of a later Western complete “aspect.” Even though the historical comparative method is a valid 

approach to the study of the historical development of the Semitic languages, this explanation 

contains some serious difficulties.  

26.1 Confusion Introduced 

 First of all, the view proposes that identical (or nearly identical) inflectional forms with 

significantly different meanings (tense vs. aspect) were incorporated into a single language. At the 

time of such a hypothetical union of these forms, an element of confusion would have been created 

in the language that contradicts the usual trend in language development. Languages tend to de-

velop toward simplicity and clarity. Any new elements of complexity tend to make the language 

more specific, less ambiguous. The merging of ambiguous and contradictory elements must be 

viewed with suspicion.  

 Although the composite union of languages is possible, Leslie McFall, in his masterful 

study of the Hebrew verbal system, correctly argued against that possibility in the case of Hebrew: 
  

 Driver’s strong point that Hebrew has a duplicate system of tense/aspects . . . has been 

considerably weakened by recent doctoral work on the North-West Semitic verbal system. W. L. 

Moran (1950) has shown that Byblos has a qatal form with all the meanings of the Hebrew simple 

Perfect and Perfect consecutive. It also has a yaqtul form with all the meanings of the simple 

 

1 G. R. Driver, Problems of the Hebrew Verbal System (Edinburgh, 1936); McFall, 116-51. 
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Imperfect and Imperfect consecutive in Hebrew. T. L. Fenton has discovered the same phenomena 

in Ugaritic (1963), and I. D. Marcus (1971) has confirmed these observations.2  

 

Recent work on the Ugaritic verbal system in particular shows that Hebrew cannot be a composite 

language, unless, of course, all the North-West Semitic languages are composite.3   
 

 The recent discovery of Eblaite, which can claim to be the oldest Semitic language to be 

discovered so far, has the active qatal form. If we place alongside this strong evidence the remnants 

of a qatal in Akkadian . . . the overwhelming conclusion is that qatal is a proto-Semitic, if not a 

Hamito-Semitic, form.4   

 In light of these complications, it seems advisable to seek an explanation of the Hebrew 

verb system other than the composite union of confusing forms.  

26.2  Tenses Presupposed  

 Second, this composite view stipulates that some early Semitic verbal inflections expressed 

“tense” in the true temporal sense of the term. This stipulation is seriously questioned by many 

scholars. McFall emphasized the seriousness of this problem. In evaluating the views of Hebrew 

grammarians before the nineteenth century, he noted that  

it was probably assumed in Europe at that time that every language in the world had a tense system; 

therefore it was natural for them to look for the Indo-European tense system in BH [Biblical He-

brew].5   

McFall commented on Bauer’s weakness on this point:  

Bauer has no doubts but that the HVS [Hebrew verb system] is a tense-oriented system. He is aston-

ished that anyone could think that the temporal perspective of the Semites were incommensurable 

with ‘our way of thinking’.6   

In his criticism of the Bauer-Driver view, McFall observed that  

the introduction of tenses into the HVS inevitably leads to a narrowing of the gap between Hebrew 

and Indo-Germanic verbal systems. The whole development of the HVS is seen as the development 

of one universal verb to the complex situation in the HVS which itself is viewed as developing into 

a fully-fledged tense system. This approach leaves itself open to criticism and censure on many 

points.7  

 James Barr also warned against the danger of importing tense into the Hebrew verbal con-

jugation: “It would therefore seem dangerous to use the existence of an aspect system in Hebrew 

 

2 Leslie McFall, The Enigma of the Hebrew Verbal System (Sheffield: The Almond Press, 1982), 141. 

3 McFall, 141. 

4 McFall, 143. 

5 McFall, 16. 

6 McFall, 115. 

7 McFall, 184. 
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too confidently as a guide to a particular understanding of actions and events and their relation to 

time.”8  

McFall further summarized the weakness of the “tense” approach:  

We have noted in evaluating the other solutions that the degree to which the Hebrew verbal system 

was brought into line with the familiar Indo-Germanic, the more problems it raised.9   

26.2.1 No Tense in Akkadian  

 This objection to a true “tense” in Semitic languages is widespread. It is particularly im-

portant with respect to Akkadian, because this language is regarded as the source of “tenses” in 

Hebrew. Richard Caplice, in his discussion of Akkadian “tenses,” stated:  

 In each stem we find four finite forms, usually called tenses: (1) the present (or durative), 

which expresses a continuous action, is normally translated by the English present or future; (2) the 

preterite (or punctual), which expresses an action as taking place at a single point in time, is most 

often equivalent to a simple past narrative tense; (3) the perfect represents the verbal action in tem-

poral relation to another action or to the present time, and may be translated by a past tense in 

English (‘I did’, ‘I have done’); (4) the stative expresses a state (‘he is old’) rather than an action 

(‘he becomes old’).10  

 It should be noted that the terminology employed here, though it is traditional and in com-

mon use, is derived from Indo-European languages and inexact in its application to Akkadian. 

‘Tense’ might ideally be replaced by ‘verbal aspect’, ‘present’ by ‘durative’, and ‘preterite’ by 

‘punctual’.11   

 With modern scholars departing from a “tense” view of the Akkadian verb, it seems wise 

to abandon any thought of “tense” in the historic background of the Hebrew verb. This is strength-

ened by a similar trend among scholars of other Semitic languages.  

26.2.2 No Tense in Arabic  

 W. Wright, the recognized authority on Arabic, wrote concerning Arabic “tenses”:  

The temporal forms of the Arabic verb are but two in number, the one expressing a finished act, one 

that is done and completed in relation to other acts (the Perfect); the other an unfinished act, one 

that is just commencing or in progress (the Imperfect). . . . The names Preterite and Future, by which 

these forms were often designated in older grammars do not accurately correspond to the ideas in-

herent in them. A Semitic Perfect or Imperfect has, in and of itself, no reference to the temporal 

relations of the speaker (thinker or writer) and of other actions which are brought into juxtaposition 

with it.12   

 

8 James Barr, The Semantics of Biblical Language, (London: Oxford Univ. Press, 1961), 81. 

9 McFall, 182. 

10 Richard Caplice, Introduction to Akkadian (Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1980), 31. 

11 Caplice, 31-32. 

12 W. Wright, A Grammar of the Arabic Language, 3rd ed. Vol. I. (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 

1955), I, 51. 
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26.2.3 No Tense in Ugaritic  

 Cyrus H. Gordon, one of the leading authorities on Ugaritic, seems to have been uncertain 

about “tenses” in that language. He wrote:   

The Semitic verbal system is shrouded in considerable obscurity and even the ‘tenses’ of so well 

known a language as Hebrew are still a moot question. It is therefore not surprising that the Ugaritic 

verb is the subject of debate.13   

 Concerning the imperfect form (yqtl) he stated, “If yqtl had to be called a tense, ‘universal 

tense’ would be justified inasmuch as it often refers to the past as well as to the present or future.”14 

Also regarding the sequences of perfect and imperfect forms, he observed that the consecutions of 

the forms “show that these forms are not solely evoked by considerations of time or aspect, for 

other elements (such as sequence) may enter the picture.”15   

26.2.4 Hebrew Expresses Tense  

 The preceding discussion does not suggest that the ancient Semites had no concept of 

“tense” or that their temporal perspective was primitive and incommensurable with our modern 

way of thought, a view against which Bauer reacted. It merely suggests that the morphology of the 

Semitic verb lacks a morpheme for “tense.” Semitic languages have a full complex of temporal 

nouns, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions and particles sufficient to express their temporal perspec-

tive without the aid of verbal morphemes.  

 Barr’s study of the concepts of time in the Bible warned against assuming that the Hebrew 

concept of time was primitive: 

We conclude, then, that an examination of vocabulary does not support attempts to depict a special 

Israelite way of thinking about time for which the quantitative senses of words like ‘hour’ or ‘day’ 

are relatively unimportant. It is not unlikely that some of the reasoning which leads to such a special 

way of thinking is an application to Israel of what is supposed to be a ‘primitive’ human apprehen-

sion of time. In this very matter of time measurement, however, it is probable that with the influences 

of neighbouring civilizations the Israelites were far removed from the ‘primitive’.16  

 Barr’s evidence demonstrates that the ancient Israelites had a concept of time comparable 

to contemporary thought. In my opinion, it is not necessary to attribute their concept to the influ-

ence of neighboring civilizations. The evidence does not support the idea that the Israelites were 

dependent on other cultures for their conceptual development. 

 

13 Cyrus H. Gordon, Ugaritic Textbook, (Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1965), 67. 

14 Gordon, 68. 

15 Gordon, 68. 

16 James Barr, Biblical Words for Time, 2nd rev. ed. (Naperville, IL: Alec R. Allenson, 1996), 109. 
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26.3  Proto-Semitic Ideal  

 Finally, this composite view is based on an evolutionary ideal presupposing that the history 

of Semitic languages can be traced back to a common ancestral proto-Semitic language from which 

all other Semitic languages developed. The study of historical comparative linguistics is helpful 

for identifying the common elements among languages and for mapping their historical develop-

ment, but attempts to explain known Semitic languages as descendants of one common proto-

Semitic ancestor have invariably resulted in the introduction of unnecessary complications.  

 Concerning the recently discovered Eblaite language which some have hoped would be the 

missing link to proto-Semitic, Giovanni Gurbino wrote: 

 Eblaite is thus the oldest Semitic ‘language’, possibly together with Akkadian; it is impos-

sible to go back further than these, because other ‘languages’, in the sociological sense just men-

tioned, are not possible.17   

He said further that “what we have found is an historical ‘proto-Semitic’, in the sense that Eblaite 

is the first Semitic language in absolute.”18 Gurbino correctly implied that an ideal proto-Semitic 

ancestral language is a phantom shrouded in the dark shadows of unrecorded history, defying all 

attempts to materialize its form. The evidence supports the Mosaic record: The confusion of lan-

guages at the Tower of Babel introduced macro-mutations that defy reconstruction of an original 

Noahic language or any of its hypothetical major branches.  

26.4 Other Explanations  

 Many other explanations of the Hebrew verbal system have been proposed, not one without 

its problems. McFall has provided a most comprehensive survey and evaluation of the various 

proposals. He found all to be inadequate to some degree, but unfortunately he offered no better 

proposal of his own. Instead, he proposed the direction for future research, and the hope that a 

satisfactory explanation will ultimately result.  

 In summarizing his observations gleaned from the study of six major explanations of the 

Hebrew verb system, McFall noted:  

 (1) Every tense (‘order of time’) in the English language is required to translate the five 

Hebrew verb forms, namely, qtl, wqtl, yqtl, wyqtl, and wayyqtl. 

 (2) Every mood (except the imperative in the case of wayyqtl) is required to translate the 

five Hebrew verb forms. 

 

17 Giovanni Gurbino, CLE, 76-77. 

18 Gurbino, 77. 
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 (3) Both aspects or modes of action (‘kind of time’), i.e., Perfect and Imperfect, are required 

in the translation of the five Hebrew verb forms.19   

 From these observations McFall concluded that the morphemes of the Hebrew verb do not 

correspond precisely with either tense, mood or aspect; for every explanation of the five Hebrew 

verb forms, exceptions exist that invalidate the explanation. Consequently no current explanation 

of the Hebrew verb system is adequate according to him.  

 However, this conclusion is based on the unrealistic expectation that the morphemes of the 

verb must have a perfect correspondence with a set of linguistic features. No such perfect corre-

spondence occurs in any natural language. Every language has a small percentage of explainable 

exceptions to the standard rules of morphology and syntax. This is true because the morphology 

and syntax of a given language do not perfectly encode all the linguistic features of that language, 

leaving some features to be expressed by semantics, idioms, or other means. Furthermore, the 

features of a language compete for prominence, and the prominence of some features must be 

encoded by the use of exceptional morphology or syntax.  

 In light of these observations it is more realistic to map the morphemes of the Hebrew verb 

to the most dominant corresponding verbal feature, and then to provide linguistic explanations for 

exceptions to the norm. The following section provides such justification for the view of the He-

brew verb employed in this work.  

26.5  Present View Justified  

 The present work regards the linguistic feature “aspect” to have the most dominant corre-

spondence with the Hebrew verb forms “perfect” (qtl) and “imperfect” (yqtl). This seems to be the 

opinion of most Hebrew scholars. There are various explanations for the small percentage of ex-

ceptions to this correspondence.  

26.5.1 Lack of Morphemes  

 Although Hebrew is a highly inflected language, it employs a limited set of morphemes 

that do not perfectly correspond with the linguistic features of the language. For example, all He-

brew nouns are inflected for gender, yet many nouns are semantically inanimate, with no concept 

of gender whatsoever. Likewise all nouns are inflected for number, yet many are semantically 

uncountable, with no concept of number whatsoever. Usually when a morpheme has no semantic 

correspondence for a given noun, it encodes some other semantic nuance. Furthermore, the mor-

phemes of some Hebrew nouns appear to be opposite to the standard values. For example,      

 

19 McFall, 176. 
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(fathers, masculine plural) has the feminine plural morpheme, and     (women, feminine plural) 

has the masculine plural morpheme. Surely these exceptions do not justify rejecting the standard 

identity of the nominal morphemes as number and gender.  

 Likewise, all Hebrew verbs must be inflected with “perfect” or “imperfect” forms, even 

though the sense of the context may be incompatible with the concept of “aspect.” Various cir-

cumstances account for these phenomena which do not demand the rejection of “aspect” as the 

standard identity of these verbal morphemes.  

26.5.2 Semantic Incompatibility  

 The semantics of some verbs is incompatible with the concept of “aspect.” For example, 

most stative verbs and verbs expressing relationships are semantically incompatible with the per-

fect aspect, yet they are inflected with the perfect form. In such instances the semantics of the 

given verb override the aspectual implications of the verb form.  

26.5.3 Contradictory Idioms  

 Some idioms of the language appear to be contradictory to the concept of “aspect.” One 

such major idiom seems to be the use of Waw consecutive. It appears to the casual observer that a 

perfect form followed by Waw consecutive with an imperfect form, expressing historic narrative, 

is an inconsistent use of “aspect”; likewise the use of an imperfect form followed by Waw consec-

utive with perfect. However, this inconsistency must be in the mind of a modern Western observer, 

not in the mind of the ancient Hebrews who clearly understood the nuances of such expressions. 

Therefore this was likely a widespread idiom in which the rhetorical features of the idiom dominate 

the aspectual implications of the form.  

 This “idiom” is common in the Northwest Semitic dialects. Gordon noted its presence in 

Ugaritic: “As in Heb., conversive w belongs to the prose, but not to the poetry.”20 Also, “One of 

the most noticeable differences between Heb. and Ugar. is the frequency of waw conversive in 

Heb. and its infrequency in Ugar.”21 A similar idiom of sequence exists in Akkadian and Arabic. 

Caplice identified one use of the Akkadian perfect form to express “action subsequent to another 

action; this is expressed by the sequence pret.-ma + perf. (the so called consecutio temporum.”22 

Arabic uses the conjunction fa to express consecution. Wright stated that fa “more usually connects 

 

20 Gordon, 69. 

21 Gordon, 146. 

22 Caplice, 41. 
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two clauses, showing either that the latter is immediately subsequent to the former in time, or that 

it is connected with it by some internal link, such as that of cause and effect.” 23 If this ma consec-

utive with perfect exists in Akkadian, and fa in Arabic, it seems strange to invent a composite 

origin for Hebrew in order to explain a similar idiom.  

 Another “idiom” that creates some apparent inconsistencies in the minds of some Western 

observers is Hebrew’s rejection of Waw consecutive with a negated verb (cf. Gen. 41:30-31), also 

the rejection of an imperative form with a negated verb. However, the phenomenon is so universal, 

it cannot possibly be an inconsistency; it must be a regular part of Hebrew idiom.  

26.5.4 Prominence Competition 

 Various linguistic features of a language compete for prominence. In places where a com-

mon feature may be expected, another feature may dominate, suppressing the normal use of the 

common feature. For example, in Jeremiah 22:26, a sequence of Waw consecutives with perfects 

anticipates that the last clause of the verse would also be Waw consecutive with perfect, particu-

larly because the last event (death) is obviously subsequent to the others. However, the last clause 

uses Waw conjunctive with imperfect, an apparent inconsistency (Bauer). But in the last clause, 

prominence is given to “place” over “sequence.” The LORD emphasized the place of the king’s 

death (there, i.e., Babylon) rather than the obvious sequence of the event; so the adverb “there” 

was given first position prominence, eliminating the possibility of Waw consecutive which de-

mands first position prominence for the verb. Therefore the verb assumed the imperfect aspect 

consistent with the non-consecutive idiom. Far from being an inconsistency, this is an excellent 

example of the dominance of a prominent feature.  

26.5.5 Feature Dominance 

 It is more realistic to expect the various formal features of the Hebrew verb system to 

interact with linguistic features at the clause and discourse level, yielding to those features that 

have the greater dominance in a given context. No wholly consistent explanation of the Hebrew 

verb system can be expected apart from such considerations. This present work attempts to give 

proper attention to feature interaction. 

 

 

 

23 Wright, I, 291, § 366 A.  



 

 

 

 

Appendix Two 

The Content of the Various Literary Types 

 This appendix contains the references to the various segments of the Hebrew Bible as-

signed to the indicated literary types. 

I. Historical Narrative 

Genesis 1:1-4:25; 6:1-12; 7:1-9:28; 11:1-9; 12:1-35:22; 37:1-48:22; 49:29-50:26. 

Exodus 1:1-6:13; 6:28-14:31; 15:22-19:25; 20:18-21; 23:20-24:18; 32:1-34:35; 35:20-

36:7; 40:34-38. 

Leviticus 8:1-10:7. 

Numbers 9:15-23; 10:11-12:16; 13:17-14:45; 16:1-17:13; 20:1-23:6; 23:11-17; 23:25-

24:2; 24:10-14; 25:1-18; 31:1-32:42. 

Deuteronomy 1:1-3:29; 4:41-5:5; 5:23-33; 9:1-10:11; 31:1-13; 31:22-29; 32:44-52; 34:1-

12. 

Joshua 1:1-11:23; 14:6-15; 15:13-19; 22:1-24:33. 

Judges 1:1-4:24; 6:1-9:6; 9:16-21:25. 

Ruth 1:1-4:17. 

1 Samuel 1:1-28; 2:12-26; 3:1-9:27; 10:9-15:21; 15:24-31:13. 

2 Samuel 1:1-16; 2:1-8:14; 9:1-21:22; 23:8-24:25. 

1 Kings 1:1-3:28; 4:20-5:18; 8:1-13; 9:1-22:54. 

2 Kings 1:1-19:20; 19:35-25:30. 

1 Chronicles 10:1-11:9; 13:1-16:6; 16:37-18:13; 19:1-22:19; 28:1-29:9; 29:21-30. 

2 Chronicles 1:1-2:17; 5:1-36:23. 

Ezra 1:1-11; 3:1-4:7; 6:19-7:11; 7:27-28; 8:15-10:17. 

Nehemiah 1:1-2:20; 4:1-7:3; 8:1-9:5; 10:28-39; 12:27-13:31. 

Esther 1:1-10:3. 

Job 1:1-2:13; 42:7-17. 

Isaiah 7:1-6; 36:1-37:20; 37:36-38:9; 39:1-8. 

Jeremiah 3:6-18; 7:1-8:3; 11:1-23; 12:14-13:14; 14:11-16; 26:1-24; 32:1-15; 35:1-11; 

36:1-43:7; 51:59-52:34. 

Ezekiel 2:1-3:27; 8:1-10:7. 

Daniel 1:1-2:3; 9:20-23; 10:1-21. 

Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-4:11. 
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II. Descriptive Details: How Things Were Done or What Things Were Like 

Exodus 36:8-40:33    Tabernacle 

1 Kings 6:1-7:51    Temple 

2 Chronicles 3:1-4:22    Temple 

Ezekiel 1:1-28; 10:8-22   Cherubs 

 40:1-42:20; 43:13-17; 45:1-8  Temple 

III. Descriptive Lists 

Genesis 5:1-32; 10:1-32; 11:10-32; 35:23-36:43 Genealogy 

Exodus 6:14-27     Genealogy 

Numbers 1:1-3:4; 3:14-39; 4:34-49; 26:1-65 Census 

 13:1-15    spy list 

 33:1-49    Travel Itinerary 

Joshua 12:1-24    King list 

 13:1-14:5; 15:1-12; 15:20-19:51; 21:1-45 Land boundaries  

Ruth 4:18-22     Genealogy 

2 Samuel 8:15-18    David’s Administrators 

1 Kings 4:1-19    Solomon’s Administrators 

1 Chronicles 1:1-9:44    Genealogies 

 11:10-47    David’s mighty men 

 12:1-40    David’s army 

 18:14-17    David’s Administrators 

 23:1-27:34    same 

Ezra 2:1-70     Returned captives 

 8:1-14     Heads of families 

 10:18-44    Pagan wives 

Nehemiah 3:1-32    Builders of walls 

 7:4-72     Returned captives 

 10:1-27    Covenant signers 

 11:1-12:36    Various lists 

Ezekiel 47:13-48:35    Land boundaries 

IV. Procedural: How to Do Something, Sacrificial, Etc. 

Genesis 6:13-21;      Ark 

Exodus 25:1-28:43; 30:1-10; 30:17-31:11; 35:4-19 Tabernacle 
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Leviticus 1:1-7:38     Sacrifices 

Numbers 5:1-8:26; 18:8-19:22   Ceremonies 

Ezekiel4:1-17; 43:18-44:31; 45:9-46: 24  Prophet’s rituals 

V. Instructional: Hortatory, String of Commands 

Exodus 29:1-46     Levitical duties 

Numbers 3:5-13; 3:40- 4:33; 18:1-7     Levite duties 

 33:50-56     Conquest instructions 

 34:1-15     Geographical boundaries 

Deuteronomy 4:1-40     Worship commands 

VI. Juridical: Commandments and Law Codes 

Exodus 20:1-17     10 commandments 

20:22-23:9;     Case laws 

23:10-19     Sabbath and feasts 

30:11-16     Case laws  

31:12-18; 35:1-3     Sabbath law 

Leviticus 10:8-25:55; 27:1-34   Case laws 

Numbers 9:1-14; 10:1-10; 15:1-41; 27:1-30:17; 35:1-36:13 Case Laws 

Deuteronomy 5:6-22     10 commandments 

 6:1-8:20; 10:12-18:14; 18:23-27:10  Case laws 

Joshua 20:1-9      Cities of refuge laws 

VII. Predictive Prose 

Deuteronomy 18:15-22; 28:1-68; 30:1-10; 31:14-21. 

1 Samuel 2:27-36; 10:1-8. 

Jeremiah 16:1-18; 17:19-18:12; 19:1-20:6; 21:1-10; 22:1-5; 22:24-27; 23:1-8; 23:30-

25:29; 27:1-29:32; 31:23-40; 32:26-34:22; 35:12-19; 43:8-45:5. 

Ezekiel 5:1-6:14; 11:1-16:63; 17:11-24; 18:19-32; 20:1-21:7; 21:18-25; 22:1-31; 23:36-

24:2; 24:15-26:21; 27:12-24; 28:24-29:2; 29:8-21; 30:20-26; 31:15-18; 33:1-

39:29; 43:1-12; 47:1-12. 

Daniel 8:1-22; 11:1-45; 12:4-13. 

Hosea 3:1-5. 

Haggai 1:1-2:23. 

Zechariah 1:1-4, 7-13; 2:1-3:5; 4:1-5; 4:11-7:7, 12-14; 11:4-13:6; 14:16-21. 
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VIII. Expository Prose: Prayers,  curses, etc. 

Deuteronomy 27:11-26; 29:1-29; 30:11-20. 

1 Kings 8:14-66. 

1 Chronicles 29:16-20. 

Jeremiah 32:16-25. 

Daniel 9:1-19 

IX. Poetry: Expository 

Genesis 49:1-28. 

Exodus 15:1-21. 

Leviticus 26:1-46. 

Numbers 23:7-10, 18-24; 24:3-9, 15-25. 

Deuteronomy 32:1-43; 33:1-29. 

Judges 5:1-31; 9:7-15. 

1 Samuel 2:1-11; 15:22-23. 

2 Samuel 1:17-27; 22:1-23:7. 

2 Kings 19:21-34. 

1 Chronicles 16:7-36; 29:10-15. 

Nehemiah 9:6-37. 

Job 3:1-42:6. 

Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon 

Jeremiah 16:19-17:18; 20:7-18; 21:11-14. 

Lamentations. 

Ezekiel 27:1-11. 

Habakkuk 3:1-19. 

X. Poetry: Prophetic 

Isaiah 1:1-6:13; 7:7-35:10; 37:21-35; 38:10-22; 40:1-66:24. 

Jeremiah 1:1-3:5; 3:19-6:30; 8:4-10:25; 12:1-13; 13:15-14:10; 14:17-15:21; 18:13-23; 

22:6-23; 22:28-30; 23:9-29; 25:30-38; 30:1-31:22; 46:1-51:58. 

Ezekiel 7:1-27; 17:1-10; 18:1-18; 19:1-14; 21:8-17; 21:26-32; 23:1-35; 24:3-14; 27:25-

28:23; 29:3-7; 30:1-19; 31:1-14; 32:1-32. 

Daniel 8:23-27; 9:24-27; 12:1-3. 

Hosea 1:1-2:25; 4:1-14:10. 

Joel 1:1-3:21. 
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Amos 1:1-9:15. 

Obadiah 1:1-21. 

Jonah 2:1-10. 

Micah 1:1-7:20. 

Nahum 1:1-3:19. 

Habakkuk 1:1-2:20. 

Zephaniah 1:1-3:20. 

Zechariah 1:5-6, 14-17; 3:6-10; 4:6-10; 7:8-11; 8:1-11:3; 13:7-14:15. 

Malachi 1:1-4:6. 
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